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● (1535)

[English]

The Clerk of the Committee (Mrs. Carmen DePape):
Honourable members of the committee, I see a quorum.

Pursuant to Standing Order 106(2), your first order of business is
to elect a chair. I'm ready to receive motions to that effect.

Mr. Lunney.

[Translation]

Mr. James Lunney (Nanaimo—Alberni, CPC): Madam Clerk,
I'd like to nominate my colleague Rob Merrifield.

[English]

The Clerk: It has been moved by Mr. Lunney that Mr. Rob
Merrifield be elected as chair of the committee. Are there further
nominations?

Is it the pleasure of the committee to adopt the motion?

(Motion agreed to)

The Clerk: I declare the motion carried and Mr. Rob Merrifield
duly elected chair of the committee.

We'll now proceed with the election of first vice-chair.

I'm ready to receive nominations for the official opposition vice-
chair.

Ms. Ruby Dhalla (Brampton—Springdale, Lib.): I'd like to
nominate Dr. Carolyn Bennett.

The Clerk: It has been moved by Ruby Dhalla that Dr. Carolyn
Bennett be elected vice-chair of the committee. Are there further
nominations?

Is it the pleasure of the committee to adopt the motion?

(Motion agreed to)

The Clerk: I declare the motion carried and Dr. Carolyn Bennett
duly elected as vice-chair of the committee.

[Translation]

Our next item of business is the election of the second vice-chair.

I am ready to receive motions to that effect.

Ms. Nicole Demers (Laval, BQ): I move that Ms. Christiane
Gagnon be elected second vice-chair.

The Clerk: Are there any other nominations?

Is it the pleasure of the committee to adopt the motion?

(Motion agreed to)

The Clerk: I declare the motion carried and Ms. Christiane
Gagnon duly elected second vice-chair of the committee.

[English]

I now invite the chair to come to the front, please.

The Chair (Mr. Rob Merrifield (Yellowhead, CPC)): First of
all, I want to thank you for your confidence. I was waiting with bated
breath to see how many of the opposition wanted to raise their hands
to nominate. Nonetheless, I knew you were about to, so I want to
thank the committee for their confidence.

We've had an interesting time so far at committee, and I believe
we're going to have some productive work ahead of us that will be
something we can all look back on and be proud of, as far as moving
ahead the agenda with regard to health in the country.

I want to congratulate new members to the committee. Dr.
Carolyn Bennett—new or old—we've been around the table before
and I'm pleased that you're here. You are passionate about health
care, and I know you have lots to contribute as well.

Congratulations to Christiane as well, although she's not here.
She'll do a very fine job.

With that preliminary work out of the way, I want to adjourn this
meeting. I believe there's about five or ten minutes and then we will
move on. Before we do that, the chair recognizes Ms. Bennett.

● (1540)

Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.): As the new old member
of the committee, I was wondering if there were such a thing as a
steering committee that works on work plans and those kinds of
things, in terms of the chair or vice-chair, to make sure all parties are
represented.

The Chair: What we have been doing, and it's been the history of
the committee—when you were on it last as well—is trying to do as
much as we can with the entire committee. If we get bogged down to
the point at which we can't be functional, then we move to a steering
committee. We have addressed that with regard to steering
committees as to procedures in the last session. I don't think we
have to repeat those; those would simply continue.

Hon. Carolyn Bennett: Who are the members of the steering
committee?

The Chair: The two vice-chairs and the chair, I believe.

Hon. Carolyn Bennett: But not a member of the NDP?
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The Chair: I can't remember. I shouldn't say that because
whatever they are.... At any rate, they are what they are, and if we
want to amend them or move them, I guess we can bring forward a
notice of motion to do so, if the committee so wishes.

Let's adjourn the meeting and take a ten-minute break.

The meeting is adjourned.

2 HESA-15 September 26, 2006









Published under the authority of the Speaker of the House of Commons

Publié en conformité de l'autorité du Président de la Chambre des communes

Also available on the Parliament of Canada Web Site at the following address:
Aussi disponible sur le site Web du Parlement du Canada à l’adresse suivante :

http://www.parl.gc.ca

The Speaker of the House hereby grants permission to reproduce this document, in whole or in part, for use in schools and for other purposes such as
private study, research, criticism, review or newspaper summary. Any commercial or other use or reproduction of this publication requires the

express prior written authorization of the Speaker of the House of Commons.

Le Président de la Chambre des communes accorde, par la présente, l'autorisation de reproduire la totalité ou une partie de ce document à des fins
éducatives et à des fins d'étude privée, de recherche, de critique, de compte rendu ou en vue d'en préparer un résumé de journal. Toute reproduction

de ce document à des fins commerciales ou autres nécessite l'obtention au préalable d'une autorisation écrite du Président.


