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[English]

The Chair (Mr. Rick Casson (Lethbridge, CPC)): I now call the
meeting to order.

We have two issues to deal with today. First, in open session, we'll
deal with a notice of motion from Mr. Coderre. We'll suspend after
that's dealt with and move in camera to deal with the report.

In the name of Mr. Coderre, we have a motion that states:
It is recommended that the Standing Committee on National Defence report back
to the House with recommendations on its study of the military equipment
procurement process.

Mr. Coderre, do you have any comments?

Hon. Denis Coderre (Bourassa, Lib.): I think it speaks for itself,
Mr. Chair.

The fact that we had all those witnesses.... We did an amazing job,
and our party will have several recommendations. I don't think we'll
go through Afghanistan.... I would say it's kind of short and sweet,
but it's to bring back a list of recommendations and show that we've
done our homework. I can feel, from all the questions that we had
from both sides, that there is some consensus on the procurement
itself. We had some good propositions, and I believe it would be
appropriate to have that report.

So it speaks for itself, I would say.

The Chair: Okay. Are you going to move the motion, Mr.
Coderre?

Hon. Denis Coderre: Yes, I move it.

The Chair: Are there any other comments?

Ms. Black.

Ms. Dawn Black (New Westminster—Coquitlam, NDP): I
support the idea of a very short report on procurement. I don't want
to get into something long and complex, but something short and
succinct.

The Chair: I think the researcher would appreciate that as well.

Hon. Denis Coderre: Jim's already smiling.

The Chair: Wolf's not smiling quite as much as Jim.

Mr. Blaney, and then Mr. Hiebert.

[Translation]

Mr. Steven Blaney (Lévis—Bellechasse, CPC): Thank you, Mr.
Chair.

What kind of deadline are we talking about exactly? I imagine we
have to draft a report. Our analysts did not consider this. I suppose
there are deadlines. Did we take that into account? Perhaps we
should ask our clerk. If the motion is adopted, how much time do we
have to produce a report?

[English]

The Chair: I think if this motion does pass, it does add an item to
our already agreed to agenda. I would think that at some point in
time we'll have to have a steering committee, but in the meantime, if
the motion does pass, the researcher can certainly be working on
compiling a report. I'm not sure how long that would take. I don't
even know if he has any idea.

Mr. Wolf Koerner (Committee Researcher): If there are
recommendations that are going to be on the table, it would be
good to have them before starting the draft so one could write to the
recommendations, or not. Because otherwise, you end up drafting a
report, everybody puts in their recommendations, and we'll be going
through the same sort of thing we went through again.

The Chair: Mr. Coderre indicates his recommendations could be
supplied as the report is being put together. I'll maybe just leave that
out for all parties, that if there was something in the evidence that we
heard that would prompt you to create a recommendation, then let's
get that done and get it into Wolf as he's preparing.

Mr. Hiebert.

Mr. Russ Hiebert (South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale,
CPC): I just wanted to say that I generally support this motion and
would hope that, as was raised, it won't take too long for us to finish
this and move on to our next study.

(Motion agreed to)

The Chair: Thank you.

We'll suspend for a moment and move in camera.

[Proceedings continue in camera]
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