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[English]

The Chair (Hon. Rob Moore (Fundy Royal, CPC)): Okay, we'll
get started.

Welcome to our witnesses. We apologize that we're getting this
meeting started a little late. We had votes, and that's something that
none of us are able to avoid once that vote bell starts ringing.

This is a meeting of the Standing Committee on Canadian
Heritage. Our study is on the 150th birthday of our country.

We're pleased to have four different witness groups with us. I see
some of you have multiple representatives. In light of the fact that
our time is compressed, I would ask that you keep your collective
remarks for each group to ten minutes. How you divide that time is
up to you.

I'm pleased to have the Canadian Museum of Nature, the
Canadian Museum of Civilization, the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights, and the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier
21 represented here today. Welcome to all of you.

We'll get started right away with your presentations. There will be
ten minutes for each presentation and then we'll have a round of
questions and answers. I understand there are some powerpoint
presentations.

We will start with the Canadian Museum of Nature. The floor is
yours.

Ms. Meg Beckel (President and Chief Executive Officer,
Canadian Museum of Nature): Thank you very much.

My name is Meg Beckel, and I have the honour and privilege of
being the president and CEO of the Canadian Museum of Nature.

[Translation]

Today, I was invited here to tell you about the Canadian Museum
of Nature's plans for 2017, Canada's 150th anniversary.

It is both an honour and a privilege to take part in the celebrations.
Our plans and the run-up to 2017 will focus on our strengths, our
mandate and our vision. Arctic 2017 aims to connect Canadians and
the world with Canada's Arctic.

To facilitate simultaneous interpretation, this presentation will be
made in English, but fact sheets will be available in both French and
English.

[English]

Before describing our project, I thought I'd provide some
background on the museum.

Our vision is to inspire understanding and respect for nature. Our
mandate, as described in the act that created us, is to increase
throughout Canada and internationally interest in, knowledge of, and
appreciation and respect for the natural world by establishing,
maintaining, and developing for research and posterity a collection
of natural history objects with special but not exclusive reference to
Canada, and by demonstrating the knowledge derived from it and the
understanding it represents.

Our mission is to be a national museum of international first rank
known for inspiring and memorable connections with the natural
world through an engaging and impactful program of research
collections, exhibitions, and public engagement.

Arctic 2017 will be a project to advance our vision and to
celebrate Canada's 150th anniversary. Why Canada's Arctic? It's
majestic. It's mysterious. It's extreme. It's intriguing. It's important.
And it's our future. Arctic 2017 will be a proposal built on the
museum's strengths in Arctic research. Study of the Arctic is a major
research pillar at the museum: 60% of our research and collections
activity is focused on the Arctic. Several of our researchers were part
of the International Polar Year activities. Our researchers are in the
field, in the Arctic each season, creating, advancing, and sharing
knowledge, and our research scientists collaborate with university
and independent research institutes in Canada and around the world.

Arctic 2017 will also build on our strengths in natural history
collections. The Arctic collections tell the story of the Arctic: the
past, the present, and the future. Our Arctic collections cover plants,
animals, fossils, and minerals.

The museum also holds the collections of the Nunavut. We also
hold records and artifacts from Canada's first Arctic expedition by
museum researchers in 1913. The Arctic 2017 project will also build
on our record of successful collaboration. Over the past 20 years the
museum has developed and delivered exhibits, public programs,
school visit programs, and research in collection strategies with
numerous partners, including Students on Ice, as the picture shows.

We've also collaborated with the National Film Board, the
Canadian Museum of Civilization, Alliance of Natural History
Museums of Canada, the Inuit Relations Secretariat, Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern Development Canada, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami,
the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, ArcticNet, and Université
Laval, to name just a few.
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The project will also be built on our ability to work with and enlist
corporate sponsors, as evidenced by our RBC Blue Water Gallery,
the Talisman Energy Fossil Gallery, the Vale Earth Gallery, the
Genome Canada travelling exhibition, the NSERC Discovery Centre
in our Blue Water Gallery, and the Canadian Wildlife Federation
sponsorship of our upcoming whales exhibit.

The project will also be built on our ability to develop national
Arctic-themed programs. Arctic Odyssey was a special exhibition at
the museum in 1998. “Sila: Clue in to Climate Change”, is a small
travelling exhibit currently on the road. Our researchers participated
in the annual Students on Ice expeditions to the Arctic and the
Antarctic, and our polar perspectives program in 2007 to 2009 was a
national educational program linking high school students from
across Canada with those in the north, discussing the question,
“What does the Arctic mean to you?”

Arctic 2017 will be an inspiring connection with Canada's Arctic.
The project will advance each year, starting in 2013, and culminate
in the opening of a signature gallery at the Canadian Museum of
Nature in 2017.

In 2013 we will launch our multi-year project with a national
Arctic film festival. We're in the early discussions currently about a
collaboration with the National Arts Centre's Arctic Scene program
and the Alliance of Natural History Museums of Canada. The
festival would provide an ideal platform to launch the museum's
Arctic 2017 project. It would also be a wonderful year to celebrate
that wonderful expedition in 1913, one hundred years prior.

Then in 2014 we will launch a national digital education program.
This will be reaching schools across Canada in collaboration with
Students on Ice and the Alliance of Natural History Museums of
Canada and the Canadian Association of Science Centres.

● (1145)

In 2015 a national and international travelling exhibit on Canada's
Arctic will be launched. The intent is to offer the exhibit to museums
across Canada and then to Canadian embassies around the world,
with special focus on those countries that are members of the Arctic
Council. It will be our opportunity to showcase the story of Canada's
Arctic.

The travelling exhibit would also provide opportunities to engage
youth in each host city in outreach programs designed to inspire the
next generation to explore Canada from sea to sea to sea, and the
programs would be designed in collaboration with Students on Ice,
who are known to be experts in engaging youth.

In 2016 the Canadian Museum of Nature's Arctic exploration and
discovery program will be launched. This will be an ongoing and
intensified presence in Canada's Arctic research centres in addition
to the polar continental shelf program in Resolute Bay and also the
Canadian High Arctic research station in Cambridge Bay, which is
slated to open in either 2016 or 2017. The museum's two research
centres of excellence would provide a platform for enhanced
fundraising opportunities for the museum, which would fund our
research programs.

Arctic plants and Arctic animals would be the two areas of focus
for our increased research activity in the north, involving the
recruitment of research scientists and post-doctoral students and the

digitization of our Arctic plant and animal collections for the benefit
of science, education, and posterity.

In 2017 the official opening will take place of a permanent gallery
on Canada's Arctic at the Canadian Museum of Nature to celebrate
Canada's 150th anniversary, featuring a ceremonial space in Ottawa
that would provide a unique backdrop for Arctic-related conversa-
tions and celebrations. The gallery would provide a 21st-century
immersive experience, including interactive displays, digital media,
an igloo web portal for live links with Arctic expeditions, scientists,
and Students on Ice.

The gallery would also provide opportunities to showcase Parks
Canada's eight northern parks by featuring the live webcam feeds
located in Canada's parks.

Also, the gallery opening would launch a year-long program of
events on-site, online, and across Canada, celebrating Canada's
Arctic and Canada's 150th anniversary.

Canada's Arctic could be a theme that all of Canada could rally
around. We are, after all, the true north, strong and free. Canada's
Arctic 2017 will be a celebration of Canada from sea to sea to sea. It
could ensure Canada's north has appropriate recognition in the
nation's capital through a permanent gallery at the national natural
history museum. It could provide a unique national and international
project that could inspire, connect, and educate Canadians and the
world on Canada's Arctic. It could build on Canada's chairmanship
of the Arctic Council in 2013 and 2014. It could provide
opportunities and unique backdrops for key Canadian government
officials, partners, and others as they progress with northern
strategies and plans. And it could provide a theme for celebrations
in communities, schools, universities, colleges, and libraries across
Canada.

The Arctic is mysterious, majestic, and extreme, and therefore it
inspires both awe and wonder. What an enticing and intriguing
theme for a 150th anniversary celebration.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our plans and for your
attention.

● (1150)

The Chair: Thank you for your very interesting presentation. It
certainly makes us all probably want to take a visit to the museum
and to the Arctic.

Next we have Stuart Murray, president and chief executive officer,
and Angela Casey, director communications and external relations,
from the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. Welcome. The floor
is yours.

Mr. Stuart Murray (President and Chief Executive Officer,
Canadian Museum for Human Rights): Thank you very much.

Members of Parliament, I am honoured to be here today to talk
with you about ideas and inspiration for the 150th anniversary
celebration of our great nation.
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[Translation]

I thank you for this invitation. I am pleased to have the
opportunity to discuss this important moment in the history of our
country with you.

[English]

Anniversaries are an important part of how society makes its
collective progress and defines its goals for the future. I remember
back to 1967, when Canada was celebrating its 100th anniversary.
One of my strongest memories from that time was Bobby Gimby's
iconic song, Canada.

[Translation]

The French version is entitled Une chanson du centenaire.

[English]

That song embodied the pride and the sense of accomplishment
Canadians were feeling at that time. It became an anthem for our
100th anniversary and was very iconic.

Now on the journey towards Canada's 150th anniversary, we have
the opportunity to create new memories that Canadians will
remember for generations. Canadians are united by core values.
They share history and a sense of common purpose. We cherish our
shared history. Our government will join Canadians in celebrating
our heritage, in promoting our values, and in standing for what's
right on the world stage.

I've had the opportunity to be involved with other large-scale
celebrations like this in the past. Those experiences give me hope for
what this celebration could be and could mean to Canadians.

As Canadians we aren't really known for patting ourselves on the
back, but I believe that these milestones provide us with an
opportunity to celebrate the diversity that makes Canada unique,
strong, and successful. This is Canada's time.

In 1999 I had the privilege of serving as chair of the organizing
committee for the world junior hockey championship, which was
held in Manitoba. If you have been to a world juniors game or have
ever watched one on television, you're well aware of the passion and
excitement that accompany this tournament. In fact, just this past
year in Edmonton and Calgary, although we didn't end up with the
hockey result we wanted, we couldn't have been prouder of the way
our Alberta family represented Canada in the process.

In Manitoba, many of the games were held outside of the capital
city in smaller rural markets like Portage la Prairie, Selkirk, Brandon,
and Morden. Every single one of those games was packed to the
rafters with people and emotion. They were able to share in this
experience directly as a community. One of the points we must
carefully consider is how to showcase and celebrate our vast
geography, rather than having geography become a barrier to
participation.

Not only did the experience with the world junior hockey
championship solidify for me that hockey is without a doubt
Canada's game, it revealed to me the values that make Canada a
great nation: hard work, perseverance, dedication, teamwork, and
integrity.

Hockey has a way of bringing out the best in Canadians, of
bringing the nation together, to rally behind a cause. Our 150th
anniversary celebrations present the opportunity for people to
coalesce in a similar way.

I just have to say on a small note, Mr. Chairman, that it would be
quite exciting if Winnipeg's new NHL franchise, the Jets, were
playing the Nordiques de Québec in a winter classic of the Stanley
Cup in 2017.

The 2010 Vancouver Olympic and Paralympic Games also serve
as an example of the ways in which large-scale celebrations can lead
to a greater sense of pride and national character. John Furlong, the
Vancouver Olympics Committee CEO, said the Olympics were
Canada's games in Vancouver. During the closing ceremonies, he
commented that “Canadians tonight are stronger, more united, more
in love with our country and more connected with each other than
ever before.”

People came from around the world to participate in the events in
Vancouver and Whistler, and the atmosphere was absolutely electric.
The sporting events, along with the celebrations of music, dance, and
theatre in Manitoba House, where the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights was featured as part of Canada Place, made the experience
unforgettable for visitors.

The respect of the four nations that hosted the games created an
even greater sense of togetherness and connectedness, honouring the
place and people that graciously welcomed the world.

What really stuck out for me was the awakening of a national
spirit, a sense of national pride in the hearts of Canadians. Watching
the gold medal hockey game outdoors on the big screens at Canada
Place with thousands of people was a once-in-a-lifetime experience I
don't think many will forget.

This was a feeling of pride, not only for Canadians who were
there, but also for people well beyond Vancouver. It was evident in
all corners of the country. The 160 Olympic torch run that passed
through every province and territory in Canada represented this
inclusivity and togetherness that we had all hoped that the Vancouver
Olympics would mean for Canada. Well-planned, well-executed
celebrations have the capability to fundamentally change the way
people see themselves, their country, and their place in it.

● (1155)

While today's headlines focus on Her Majesty's diamond jubilee,
in 2010 during the royal visit to Canada the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights had the incredible honour of receiving a cornerstone
from Her Majesty the Queen. The stone, selected specifically for the
museum, was from Runnymede, site of the signing of the Magna
Carta in 1215. The Magna Carta, or the great charter, is often touted
as a precursor to modern constitutions and charter rights and
liberties. Tens of thousands of people attended the celebration at the
Forks in Winnipeg, and Canadian and international media shared the
moment with viewers across the country and around the world.
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Queen Elizabeth II's gift was a very important gesture, not only
because it speaks to the long and storied history of Canada, but
because it also speaks to the long and storied history of human
rights, a history that continues to unfold every day in all parts of
Canada and around the world. This represents Canada's human rights
voice in the world.

And that brings me to my vision for the 150th anniversary of
Confederation in 2017. As Canadians, we take pride in our history
and look forward to our future as the true north strong and free. From
our earliest days, we have always come together to advance our
common purpose, all of us ready to do our part to move Canada
forward, using our diversity as strength that makes Canada's social
fabric stronger.

Our human rights history is a critical part of our history as a
nation: one cannot be recounted without the other. I see the 150th
anniversary celebration as an opportunity to honour our history, to
look at where we started as a nation and look at where we find
ourselves today. Our human rights history is our common history. It
is the foundation of our identity as Canadians.

We have many stories to tell—some well known, some less
familiar—and these stories can unite us as a country. Like the
passing of the torch I mentioned earlier, the 150th anniversary
celebrations present an opportunity to strengthen the fabric of our
nation and serve as a positive catalyst for growth for generations to
come. But what if, instead of a torch, we passed on the stories of our
nation, the stories of perseverance, of struggle, of community, of
triumph?

February is black history month in Canada. I'd like to recount the
story of Viola Desmond, one of Canada's human rights heroes. In
1946 Viola Desmond, a black Canadian from Nova Scotia, travelled
to Glasgow, Nova Scotia, on business. Because of car trouble, she
had a few hours to spare, so she decided to take in a movie. Viola
purchased a ticket and made her way into the theatre, unaware that
racial segregation laws prohibited her from sitting in a seat on the
main floor with white people. She was supposed to sit in the balcony
reserved for black people.

When Viola refused to move from her seat on the main floor, the
police were called and she was dragged out, put in jail, and fined $20
for breaking provincial laws. She was also charged with defrauding
the government, as the ticket to the main floor was more expensive
than that of the balcony seat. Following the incident, Viola began to
speak out about racial segregation, and the public became galvanized
around the cause. Finally, in 1954 Nova Scotia repealed its
segregation laws. It wasn't until decades later, in 2010, long after
her death, that Viola Desmond was granted a pardon, cleared of all
charges against her, and provided an apology.

It was just announced a few days ago that a stamp honouring this
human rights hero will be distributed through Canada Post. This
story reflects the values that we cherish as Canadians: diversity,
freedom, justice, perseverance, collective action, and learning from
our mistakes. Think of this as another of Canada's national resources:
our stories.

Our human rights history is not blemish-free. Trail-blazing is
never without its misgivings or mistakes. For example, we should

recognize that even these 150th celebrations will not be viewed in
the same way by all people. For many aboriginal communities, this
is not necessarily an event that warrants celebration. But by looking
honestly and openly at our past, by engaging in a diversity of voices
and perspectives and by celebrating what has been accomplished to
overcome these mistakes, we will serve to make our nation more
united, more proud, and more just.

We can use this anniversary to continue on our journey of
reconciliation. To tell these stories, the museum could develop
dynamic, bilingual, online exhibits, travelling exhibits, and activities
at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. The stories chosen for
the exhibits would be wide-ranging and would aim to engage many
groups and communities, including aboriginal communities, franco-
phones, anglophones, allophones, persons with disabilities, labour
groups, and ethnocultural communities, to name a few.

State-of-the-art technology as well as art, theatre, and artifacts
would make the travelling exhibits appeal to a large audience.
Interactivity will provide Canadians with the opportunity to learn
more about their neighbours and about themselves, strengthening the
bonds of citizenship between us.

We could partner with the other national museums we're sharing
with today to ensure that Canada's newest national museum, the
Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21, for example, has
immigration experiences of new immigrants that are well connected
to human rights.

● (1200)

These exhibits could also be used long after the 150th celebrations
are over and travel to other museums of conscience globally,
demonstrating to the world the progress being made in Canada on
human rights.

A social media campaign could accompany these exhibits. It
would engage a younger audience and encourage them to learn more
about their history and to get involved in writing new chapters.
Through YouTube we can challenge Canadians to tell their own
stories and the stories of their communities—their Canada.

While the vision for the Canadian Museum for Human Rights
emanated from the vision of a private citizen, the late Israel Asper, it
evolved into a partnership of the Government of Canada, the
Province of Manitoba, the City of Winnipeg, the Forks North
Portage Partnership, and the Friends of the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights. People from across Canada and around the world
adopted this vision of the museum as their own, and thousands of
individual donors, labour organizations, and the private sector
contributed generously to the shared vision of what our project
means and can accomplish for this country and the world.

Partnerships between the federal, provincial, and municipal levels
of government and the private sector are opportunities that must be
considered in the development of plans on the journey to the 150th
anniversary of Confederation.
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Many successful Canadian companies have stories to tell in the
context of the development of our nation. They should be invited as
active partners to both have their stories told and to invest financially
in community, sporting, arts, and cultural events.

On this journey toward marking the 150th anniversary of
Confederation in 2017, I invite all Canadians to imagine ways to
build a better society, a fairer society. I then challenge them to take
action to make that society a reality.

I believe that to achieve our vision, we must work together, learn
from our past to reinforce innovation, and encourage philanthropy
and volunteerism. We must build on our proud history toward a
brighter future.

[Translation]

I thank you for the privilege of speaking to you.

Let us work together to make this great year in Canadian history
unforgettable.

[English]

Each of us can answer the call to service in our own way and
together can continue this bold experiment we call Canada.

[Translation]

Thank you very much.

[English]

The Chair: Thank you for your presentation.

We will move to the Canadian Museum of Civilization: Mark
O'Neill, president and chief executive officer; Jean-Marc Blais, vice-
president; and Chantal Schryer, vice-president, public affairs and
publishing. The floor is yours.

[Translation]

Mr. Mark O'Neill (President and Chief Executive Officer,
Canadian Museum of Civilization Corporation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Members of the committee, good morning.

I am pleased to be able to meet with you today to discuss the role
of the Canadian Museum of Civilization Corporation in the
commemorations leading up to Canada's 150th birthday.

The corporation comprises two museums of natural history: the
Canadian Museum of Civilization and the Canadian War Museum.
These two institutions preserve and share the heritage of Canada.
They contribute to the promotion and reinforcement of the Canadian
identity.

[English]

In 2011 the two museums combined welcomed more than 1.7
million visitors. As well, travelling exhibitions were presented in 14
Canadian cities, attracting over 300,000 visitors. Additionally, the
websites of the two museums attracted another 2.4 million visitors.
● (1205)

[Translation]

Before speaking to you about our ideas and projects for “Canada
150”, I would like to talk a bit about the ways in which our two

museums have commemorated important events in the past, and how
we will continue to do so from now until 2017.

Each year, our museums mark important Canadian anniversaries
in various ways, including exhibitions, public programming,
performances, lectures and in other ways. Here are some important
events we have highlighted over the last few years.

[English]

In partnership with our colleagues at the Canadian Museum of
Nature, we are currently presenting an exhibition documenting the
first Canadian scientific expedition to the far north. This expedition,
which my colleague made reference to, took place from 1913 to
1916, and was a critically significant but relatively unknown event in
the history of our country. The exhibition, entitled Expedition:
Arctic, presents both the victories and the defeats of this adventure,
demonstrating how it brought the far north and its people to the
public eye. This historic expedition redrew the Arctic map and
accumulated a wealth of knowledge on the environment and culture
of the far north.

In 2007 the Canadian War Museum presented Afghanistan: A
Glimpse of War. This groundbreaking exhibition examined Canada's
role in the Afghan war at the time it was occurring, looking both at
the history of our contribution to the war on terror and at the
reconstruction of a country torn apart by many years of conflict.
Each year, in November, the War Museum highlights the importance
of Remembrance Day, and has become a much-visited venue for this
solemn occasion.

In 2004 the Canadian Museum of Civilization participated in
commemorations and anniversaries by presenting a major exhibition
on life in New France to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the
first permanent European settlement in North America. The
following year, the exhibition Acres of Dreams was produced to
commemorate the centenaries of the provinces of Alberta and
Saskatchewan.

My colleague has mentioned the Vancouver Olympics. In 2010
our museum presented with great success an exhibition at Richmond
City Hall entitled Lace Up , which tells a story both ancient and
contemporary of one of the oldest and most popular recreational
sporting activities in the country: skating. This exhibition was visited
by thousands during a very short time period.

This past October we hosted the government's launch of Women's
History Month at the Canadian War Museum. As well, this past
week we hosted the government's launch of Black History Month.
Mr. Benskin, you and I met there that evening.

[Translation]

These are just a few examples of the types of commemorations we
are able to organize to highlight important dates, while also raising
awareness of our rich history.
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[English]

Leading up to 2017, we are preparing and planning exhibitions
that will increasingly focus on the exploration of Canadian history in
its personal, national, and international dimensions. Exhibition
programming will be anchored on major commemorative anniver-
saries and will favour projects that have national outreach
components and that are developed in partnership with museums
and cultural organizations across the country.

In the summer of this year, we will have two major exhibitions,
one to commemorate the Queen's diamond jubilee, at the Museum of
Civilization, and one for the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812, at
the War Museum. In subsequent years, an exhibition at the War
Museum will feature the battles of World War I, and another at the
Museum of Civilization will present the events that led to
Confederation and the making of our country.

Several of these exhibitions are being created in partnership with
other agencies and will travel across the country after their initial
showing at the Museum of Civilization and the War Museum. All of
them, along with several public programs, will be important steps on
the road to 2017.

● (1210)

[Translation]

Last October, the corporation described projects commemorating
the war of 1812 and World War I to the Standing Committee on
Veterans Affairs.

Today, we will be talking about our plans to celebrate the
150th anniversary of Confederation, an event that will be marked in
large part at the Museum of Civilization. 2017 will be an exceptional
year at the Museum of Civilization, Canada's national museum of
human history.

The museum is also an important cultural destination for all
Canadians, with its Children's Museum, the IMAX theatre, its
numerous cultural presentations and its exceptional location in the
heart of the National Capital Region.

The museum is, in effect, an ideal venue to commemorate
Canada's 150 years. And, for this important occasion, we will pull
out all the stops.

[English]

The Museum of Civilization will offer events, exhibitions, and
activities that will engage Canadians not only in the national capital,
but also across the country. The road to 2017 presents a unique
opportunity for museums of national history to lead discussions with
Canadians on the historical events that influenced who we are as
Canadians and how our country has evolved over time.

We want to talk with Canadians about what are the most important
historical events, eras, movements, changes, and personalities that
have shaped our country and that ought to be presented in a national
history museum, such as the Museum of Civilization, so we can
reflect back on these in our programming moving forward. That is
why we are launching a consultation with Canadians that will take us
to six Canadian cities and that will also engage Canadians via social
media between the months of April and June.

Canadians will help us sketch our plans and projects. They will
tell us how best we can engage with them over the coming years in
what are, after all, their national museums.

Presenting the history of Canada in an engaging way is what we
do best. We are committed to making the museum a must-see
destination in 2017.

[Translation]

As a knowledge-based institution, the museum seeks to expand
understanding of the identity, history and culture of Canada—
knowledge that it seeks to disseminate to the greatest number of
people by a wide range of methods. This, to us, is an important trust.

In the same way, our approach for 2017 will be varied and
multipronged. A special working group has been created to plan our
commemorations, and we anticipate developing a more precise
planning document by this fall. Having said that, we can already
share some of our ideas with you.

[English]

The museum will create a major national history exhibition
focusing on themes that reflect on 150 years of being Canadian. This
exhibition will be an opportunity to reflect on who we are as
Canadians, how we came to be, and what makes the Canadian
experience so unique for the world. The exhibition will be supported
by travelling components to ensure a national reach, and also by
strong public programs such as lecture series, virtual activities,
publications, and the enhancement of artifacts in our national
collection that help us to tell the Canadian story.

[Translation]

I would also like to draw your attention to an important and
ongoing aspect of the museum's work, namely, the collection and
preservation of the material and intangible history of our collective
heritage. We continue to enrich our collection of historical and
contemporary artifacts through donations and acquisitions, through
field work and through transfers from other institutions. In the years
to come, the museum will showcase these new acquisitions, and the
story they tell, for the benefit of all Canadians, wherever they live.

[English]

To give you an example, today we have brought with us a gold
pocket watch with an 18-karat gold case, presented to Sir John A.
Macdonald by the Montreal Watch Case Corporation, at Christmas
in 1890. The dedication refers to the first prime minister as “the
Father of the national policy” and the Montreal Watch Case
Corporation as “one of its industries”. The national policy, among
other things, created a system of tariffs to foster Canadian
manufacturing.
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To remain one of the most reliable and accessible sources of
Canadian historical information and artifacts, which is our goal, the
museum requires ongoing support and partnerships in order to meet
its objectives. The museums belong to all Canadians and therefore
should be as accessible as possible to all Canadians. In this context,
we intend to create and nurture key lasting partnerships, not only
with other museums but also with cultural institutions, government
departments and agencies, broadcasters, and other content providers.
By building such a network, our goal is to leverage the strengths of
each of those partners, to invite Canadians to learn about their
country, to appreciate the richness of their history, and to discuss
with each other what it means to be Canadian in 2017.

Our plans are being drafted as we speak. The Museum of
Civilization has the clear objective to ensure that the 150th
anniversary of Canada will provide an opportunity for Canadians
to reflect on 150 years of being Canadian.

The history of the museum is as old as our country, and the
historical expertise of our staff is unique. Our experience clearly
shows that Canadians expect the best of us, as they should, in
presenting our history in a unique and engaging way.

We have learned to plan and stage events and exhibitions that
complement each other and enable Canadians to appreciate their
history in new and different ways. We have also learned that
developing strong partnerships with both the public and private
sectors is essential to accomplishing our goals.

● (1215)

[Translation]

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, we are very
enthusiastic about the prospect of commemorating Canada's
150 years. We have developed a diversified approach that allows
us to work on multiple projects at the same time. Our aim is not just
to offer 12 months of activities at the museum itself, but also in every
region of the country.

[English]

The theme 150 years of being Canadian is a theme that will
resonate across the country, and our hope is for all Canadians to
learn, participate, and celebrate together.

Thank you.

The Chair: Thank you for your presentation.

Last, but certainly not least, we have Marie Chapman, chief
executive officer, from Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21.
Welcome.

Ms. Marie Chapman (Chief Executive Officer, Canadian
Museum of Immigration at Pier 21): Thank you very much.

I would like to start by saying it's a real honour to be here. As old
as your museum is, Mark, our museum is one year and three days old
today. We are very excited about this. Concurrent with our
formation, the government started to talk about work for 2017. So
although we're relatively small, with our subject matter and the fact
that most of us in here can trace our roots back through immigration
and not through our founding nations, we feel that we have a broad
reach across the country and we are very excited by this opportunity.

When I first spoke to the team about 2017, at the same time we
were talking about our first-ever travelling exhibit going across the
country, and it just seemed right to tie them together. So we have,
and we've just started the process of planning for our first exhibit,
which will be known as Canada: Day 1. It will travel, starting in
2014, across the country. In the next two years we will be collecting
the information for that, including oral histories, stories, and
research, based on Confederation until the current day as well as
people's first impressions and first memories of that day.

I will tell you what it stemmed from—and Stuart and I didn't
compare notes or talk about this before. When we were all sitting
there on the east coast, watching the Olympic opening ceremonies at
about one o'clock in the morning, and John Furlong said that on his
first day in Canada, the first words said to him by an immigration
officer were “Welcome to Canada; make us better”, there was a
collective cheer in the suburbs of Halifax as we all felt that this was
exactly what our purpose was. Then, when somehow in that opening
ceremony there was a quote from Joe Schlesinger, which was taken
from the wall in our little Pier 21 museum at the time, and it had his
reminiscences of the day he came here, we knew that was a day that,
for so many people, is remembered and passed down from
generation to generation and becomes part of family lore about
when they first came here.

When Joe Schlesinger came to speak at Pier 21 many years ago in
that wonderful Joe Schlesinger voice of his, he talked about coming
to Canada as being the neck of an hourglass. I know my colleague
Judith back there has seen the hourglass in my office, and I talk
about this a lot. Joe Schlesinger talked about people coming from
places scattered all over the world, and how for that one moment
they have the common experience of coming to Canada, experien-
cing that first sound, taste, and impression. Some of it's good, as our
colleagues have said, and some of it isn't, but it's memorable. It never
leaves your family.

Then again, you're scattered throughout the country to start a life
somewhere else. But that first moment binds so many people.
Whether they came last week by air or they walked across the
border—or as Joe Schlesinger said, he necked his way to safety
across a river in the Czech Republic with his girlfriend at the time to
avoid soldiers, and then when he arrived said that to the immigration
officer, who didn't seem to take kindly to that story—people have
those memories.

What we want to do with our first travelling exhibit is to go across
the country and collect those memories and those reminiscences, and
then reflect them back in the exhibit, and continue that along in
2014, 2015, and 2016, to see the exhibit grow and change. Because
it's an exhibit of stories and of people's stories, it can be reflected in
many platforms.

We have learned from our colleagues—thank you to Mark and to
Jean-Marc—about multiple platforms and about really employing
them, whether they're our mobile technologies, our website, or our
ongoing conversations through that time, so that when the exhibit
comes back to the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 in
2017, it will look dramatically different from the way it did when it
left. It will continue along those conversations.
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In our past iteration as a smaller charitable institution, we went
across to a few points and had open houses and collected some of
those stories and artifacts as we went. It was beyond our wildest
dreams. At Liuna Station in Hamilton, in one afternoon in three
hours we had over 400 people show up with artifacts, photos,
boarding passes, meal cards, and tickets from their ships, as well as
stories of walking across the prairies and getting to a home. We knew
we were on to something. So when this opportunity arose and we
were starting to plan our first travelling exhibit in concert with that
150th celebration, we thought there could not be a better way to
mirror back those years and to talk about those roots and what brings
us together, and the common parts of that: the fear, the hope, and the
unfamiliarity, as well as the small kindnesses and sometimes small
cruelties.

● (1220)

As Stuart said—and we might have stolen a few words from one
of his annual reports—we will be courageous and we will tell the
hard stories too, but they bind us together and they continue to make
us grow. I think that's the really important thing about all of us as
colleagues: we want to help shape that future and to make people
feel very proud to be here.

I can tell you that our logo was designed by a young woman from
Tehran named Azam Chadeganipour, who works with us now. When
I spoke to Azam about our 150th, she said, “You know, I'm from
Tehran, where we're thousands of years old, and I think it's so
exciting to be celebrating something as young as Canada”. So I can
tell you that for new Canadians there's a different perspective, but a
really exciting one. From the snapshot of people in our shop—and
we have people from eight different countries represented—I know
that right now there's a feeling of that excitement.

I think I would close by echoing Stuart a bit, except that I was
actually born in 1967, so I don't remember the song—

Voices: Oh, oh!

Ms. Marie Chapman: I know: I couldn't resist. But he can take it.

I came back to Ottawa in 1992 for Canada's 125th. My parents
lived here at the time and I was working at Mount Allison
University. The Queen was on the Hill, I was here with my brother,
and we were literally moved up Parliament Hill by the crowd. It just
felt very important. It felt like you were part of something bigger. I
didn't go to the Olympics, but still, I felt that again. I hope that for a
25-year-old, for a 15-year-old, or for some of us who are older now,
there is again an opportunity to have that feeling of being part of
something bigger.

One of the things on our sheet talked about legacies. One of the
beautiful opportunities of working at a place like the Canadian
Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 is that we have many people who
are relatively new to this country. I'll tell you a little story.

Again, I apologize to Judy, because she has heard this before.

We had a young couple from Israel, Danny and Maria Dechtiar,
who came to work at Pier 21. It was their first winter in Canada, and
if you're from Israel that can be a little shocking. Coming in, they
were bundled up to here...even in Halifax. They had taken the bus,
and as I was going up in the elevator with them I said to them that

they must have found it so awful. I asked them if they had to wait
long at the bus stop. They said it was fine. “We love taking the bus
here,” they said, “because it's a wonderful thing to do.”

Now, our transit in Halifax is not known to be the best of the best.
Maria said to me, “One of the reasons we came here is because when
you get on a bus at home, you look around to see if you feel
comfortable, and if you don't, you get off at the next stop.” Her best
friend didn't and was in one of the buses that was blown up by a
bomb. Danny and Maria decided they didn't want their kids on those
buses. They just wanted to go somewhere where they could be
comfortable. Their first day here, they jumped on a bus just because
they could. So that would be part of their story.

I think the legacy is to have youths being able to travel beyond
these borders to reflect back. When people travel—when any of you
have come from somewhere else when you've travelled—it makes
you realize that the things we take for granted are not taken for
granted: our human rights. Our basic human rights are not the basic
human rights of the whole world. To go away as a young person and
to come back...it changes you. It can enforce the great things of this
country. It can make you realize that there are things we can learn
from other countries. Sometimes it can just make you stand a little
taller as a Canadian.

We hear it over and over from people who come to our eminent
speakers breakfasts: Mr. Schlesinger, Madam Clarkson, and Rick
Hillier. When they speak at Pier 21, they talk about being somewhere
else and people coming up to them with maple leaves and saying
“Canada”.

You see it best when you're somewhere else. You sometimes take
for granted what we have here. So I think a legacy to consider is
some means of getting more of our young people somewhere else for
a while. It might sound a little odd at first, but the association of
university presidents met last week, and one of their concerns is that
there aren't enough university students leaving the country to come
back and realize that. I think that's an important part of being
Canadian.

● (1225)

It's a vast land. It's a huge land, as Meg knows, from the north, but
to leave it and see it through the lens of looking back in can make
you feel really strongly about the future here and about wanting to
participate in that future.

Speaking of participation, I do want to thank you for this
invitation and opportunity. It's an honour to be here. I look forward
to your questions.

The Chair: Thank you for your presentation.

Thanks to all of you for your presentations.

Now we will move to our question and answer period. The first
questioner is Mr. Calandra, for seven minutes.

Mr. Paul Calandra (Oak Ridges—Markham, CPC): Thank
you, Mr. Chair.

Thanks to all of you for coming. Again, we're sorry that we're a bit
late today.
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I'll start with you, Mr. O'Neill, but then if all of you could answer,
that would be great.

In the context of Canada's 150 or even just of moving forward, I'm
wondering if any thought has been given to how we can involve
small local museums in this. In my riding, I have the Stouffville
museum, the Markham Museum, and the King museum. Each has
some pretty unique collections they've stored, particularly the
Stouffville and Markham museums. One of the difficulties they
have is actually displaying them and getting people there. I'm
wondering if there's any thought about tying it in.

I'll ask my other two questions and let you guys go at it, because
we only have seven minutes.

The other thing I wanted to ask about was public-private
partnerships in the context of 150. The Olympics were a great
way to get private partnerships involved. In the context of 150, what
can the government do to facilitate making it easier for you to get
private partnerships? What has worked for you in the past? Also, is
there anything you could suggest about improving your ability to
actually get out there and get private money?

The last question is, if you can get to it, are you working together
at all—the national museums—to have a certain focus? You all have
individual plans, but is there any thought about working together as
well? I'll leave it at that.

Mr. O'Neill, you can start, and then I'll let the rest go at it.

Mr. Mark O'Neill: I'll be brief, Mr. Chair, because I know a
number of important questions have been asked. I might just tackle
them a little bit in reverse, and then I'm going to ask my colleague
Jean-Marc—if that's all right—to respond to one of them.

To answer very quickly, we have developed a three-year
fundraising plan at the museum. We have a development branch
internally. Right now, we're developing positioning statements about
our museum and about Canada 150 that we think will enable us to do
fundraising in terms of major gifts, sponsorship, and planned giving,
those kinds of major activities. At our board level, our board of
trustees is a very active development committee, and they've taken a
very direct interest in this. We have a very engaged board.

Certainly as the government develops its broader communications
plan for Canada 150 and helps us create a sense of excitement and
placement, that will be quite helpful, but we are preparing now. We
have had success in fundraising in the past, particularly with the
Canadian War Museum, given the issue of veterans and the
preservation of our military history.

I'm sorry, but your second question...?

[Technical Difficulty—Editor]

● (1225)
(Pause)

● (1230)

The Chair: Okay, go ahead.

Mr. Jean-Marc Blais (Vice-President, Exhibitions and Pro-
grams, Canadian Museum of Civilization Corporation): The
point I was making was that we've just signed an agreement with the
Haida Gwaii Museum and the McCord Museum in Montreal to

actually put together our expertise in collections for a travelling
exhibition abroad on the Haida culture. That's another way for us to
actually work with smaller institutions.

In terms of 2017, we're going to be using the same type of
approach. We're certainly thinking that being a national museum
doesn't mean that we are “the big one” in Ottawa and we don't work
with the smaller ones. To the contrary; it's something that's been dear
to our hearts to actually work with smaller institutions in different
capacities, exchanging expertise but at the same time trying to build
on each other's collections for projects.

The Chair: Go ahead, Mr. Murray.

Mr. Stuart Murray: Thank you very much for the question.

I'll probably spend a little bit more time on the second one,
because since we're not open yet, the relationships.... I just want to
say again, though, going back to my experience with world junior
hockey, the success of it was because of the smaller communities.
The passion was just so incredible. It was such a great success. So to
your point, it's something we must look at and learn from and make
sure we're exploring.

We've had some great success, frankly, on the partnerships we
have with Canada, Manitoba, and the City of Winnipeg. The private
sector has raised $130 million for our projects so far, and continues
to raise money as we require it.

I think the recommendation I possibly would give is to get the
private sector, the volunteers, to drive this. When it's driven from the
community, then you have that grassroots movement. We've seen
that. We've experienced it.

So I believe that's really the great model, and certainly we'd be
happy to share anything that we've learned from it. We're not perfect,
but I think we have some great experience in it.

Ms. Meg Beckel: Thank you for the question.

As my colleagues have said, we currently are part of the Alliance
of Natural History Museums of Canada. This is an organization...
[Technical difficulty—Editor]...natural history collections, and that is
our vector for connecting with the small museums.

We don't cover all subject matters, just those that do have natural
history collections. We're finding that is a great way to share
resources, to share best practices, and also to create a network to
share small travelling exhibits that people can afford to host. A small
exhibit for us can be a major exhibit for some of the smaller
communities. So that's something that we will think about, and about
how we build these small Arctic traveller exhibits to make it
affordable for the smaller institutions across Canada.

In terms of public-private partnerships, what we are hoping to do
is to build our base of support from individual philanthropists. We
find that corporate support is something that you build based on
subject matter interest, but it's the individual philanthropy that is
critical to our future. Anything the government could do to
encourage individual philanthropy, whether it's through considering
such things as the stretch tax credit, which I know is in discussion
right now, or anything that provides that additional incentive for
individuals to consider giving more than they otherwise would....
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Of course, we would then leverage that throughout the 2017
program buildup, because this is an opportunity for individuals,
especially, to get engaged with their museums and the stories that the
museums can tell across Canada.

I think as my colleague Mark O'Neill mentioned, we are working
together and helping each other as we build our 2017 plans.
Although our subject matters may be different, we all can help each
other with our own. For example, the Museum of Nature will reach
out to Parks Canada, to NSERC, to the National Film Board, to the
Museum of Civilization—to anyone who can really help us tell our
story.

So thank you for the question.

● (1235)

The Chair: I'm sorry, Mr. Calandra, but your time is up now.

I'm sure we'll get in another question for you, Ms. Chapman.

Mr. Cash.

Mr. Andrew Cash (Davenport, NDP): Thank you, Mr. Chair.

I'll just let you know that I'm going to share my time with Madame
Boutin-Sweet.

Thank you so much for being here. What a phenomenal
presentation. It's so inspiring to listen to people who are so inspired
by the work they do. This is one of the great privileges we have as
committee members here in heritage—to receive testimony from
deeply engaged Canadians about the issues that sometimes don't get
the front page of the Globe and Mail but are vitally important to the
fabric of our country: the telling of our stories. So thank you so
much.

I would like to repeat what the chair said and apologize for the
delay in this committee, and I would just ask for one more minute of
your indulgence.

I would like to table a notice of motion, Mr. Chair, that this
committee study what we call “over-the-top” online commercial
video and audio services. This is an issue that, as many of us know,
the outgoing chair of the CRTC raised as something we very much
need to address.

We think this is something we need to address now, or at the—

Mr. Paul Calandra: Point of order.

The Chair: Mr. Calandra has a point of order.

Mr. Paul Calandra: I believe we have ten minutes scheduled at
the end of the meeting for committee business, so perhaps we can get
on with the questioning and he can table that then.

Mr. Andrew Cash: If I may, Mr. Chair, we'd like to just make
sure this is on the record, which is why we are presenting a notice of
motion now. We don't know whether the committee business is
going to be on the record or not.

Mr. Paul Calandra: I suggest then we proceed to a vote right
now on this particular motion.

Mr. Andrew Cash: On this notice of motion?

Mr. Paul Calandra: Absolutely.

Mr. Andrew Cash: A notice of motion, as I understand it—

The Chair:Mr. Cash, we have your notice of motion, so you have
five minutes left.

Mr. Andrew Cash: Thank you.

I'd like to pass my five minutes over to Madame Boutin-Sweet.

[Translation]

Ms. Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet (Hochelaga, NDP): I would like
to get back to the issue of museums.

I have a background in this field so I have a good understanding of
how important museums are. Canada's 150th anniversary is an
important event and museums have a very important role to play in
celebrating it. It is important to tell people about this country's
150th anniversary.

However, for museums to be able to take part in this event, they
would have to continue to exist and not be shut down. Although our
topic today is the 150th anniversary, I would like to broaden the
question somewhat to address the financial situation museums are in.
I think you are in a good position to discuss the matter.

Mr. Calandra had already broached the issue and you explained
how museums are funded. However, I would like to know if some of
you receive endowment funds or any other types of funds to
compensate for the situation. Because these are national museums, a
large part of the funding comes from Canadian Heritage, but you still
need to find several millions of dollars elsewhere—

● (1240)

[English]

Mr. Paul Calandra: Point of order, Mr. Chair.

The Chair: Sorry, Madame Boutin-Sweet, Mr. Calandra has a
point of order.

Mr. Paul Calandra: I know we have a rule of 48 hours on a
motion, but I seek unanimous consent to allow the motion to be
brought forward and to be debated right now.

The Chair: Is there unanimous consent for the motion that Mr.
Calandra has put forward?

Mr. Paul Calandra: Could we just have a vote on that, please?
I'm seeking unanimous consent—just so it's clear—so that the NDP's
motion can be debated and considered right now. I'd like a recorded
vote.

Mr. Andrew Cash: Point of order.

The Chair: Mr. Cash.

Mr. Andrew Cash: Just for some clarity, this was a notice of
motion. We understand that there's a 48-hour time period. So are you
wanting to debate the motion, or the notice of motion? What do you
want to do?

Mr. Paul Calandra: What I am suggesting is that the committee
give unanimous consent to dispense of the 48-hour notice and deal
with your motion right now in front of this committee. I'm seeking
unanimous consent to allow that to happen.

The Chair: Is there consent for Mr. Calandra's—

Mr. Pierre Nantel (Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher, NDP): I have a
question, Mr. Chair.
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To my understanding, it would be ideal to avoid this for our
witnesses. I think this is precious time. They are here to discuss
another matter, so I would like it if this was just tabled and then we
could go on with the witnesses.

The Chair: Mr. Simms, then Mr. Calandra.

Mr. Scott Simms (Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—Wind-
sor, Lib.): I'm glad it was brought up, because I attempted to bring
this up before. However, I think we should have a vote to do this at
the end as committee business—that's what we're seeking.

I'd like to do this now, but we can do this after we're finished with
the guests here.

The Chair: That would be in ten minutes. We do have committee
business scheduled for—

Mr. Scott Simms: Why don't we do the debate and vote at that
time? That's what I'm suggesting.

Mr. Paul Calandra: I have a motion that—

The Chair: Mr. Calandra has asked for unanimous consent that
we consider the motion now. Is there consent?

Mr. Cash.

Mr. Andrew Cash: I want to ask whether this debate is going to
be in public or in camera. What's the government side's intention
here?

The Chair: The debate on the motion would be up to the
committee.

Mr. Paul Calandra: We can be public, Mr. Chair. I have no
problem with that.

The Chair: Committee business is in camera.

Mr. Paul Calandra: I'm saying, Mr. Chair—if I can clarify—that
I have no issue with it being public right now.

I know Mr. Nantel has brought forward that we should have
respected the guests' time, and I completely agree. That's why it's
unfortunate that a motion was dropped in the middle of the
opportunity for the member to ask questions. I believe that once the
official opposition has done that and has already shown a lack of
respect for the witnesses, we should deal with that motion. We're
giving them the opportunity in a public session to deal with their
motion, so we're prepared.

Mr. Andrew Cash: Point of order, Mr. Chair.

The Chair: Mr. Simms is next.

Mr. Scott Simms: Can I just make a motion to say that at the end
of this meeting we can vote on a motion to study the over-the-top—

The Chair: Right now Mr. Calandra has asked for unanimous
consent, so first we have to see if there is unanimous consent for
what Mr. Calandra has asked.

Is there unanimous consent to deal with the—

Mr. Andrew Cash: Point of order, Mr. Chair.

The Chair: Mr. Cash.

Mr. Andrew Cash: Mr. Chair, there was no disrespect meant to
the witnesses. It was a very quick motion, actually. But it's important
that we be on the record. My colleague over here—

● (1245)

The Chair: That's fine. That's not a point of order.

Is there unanimous consent to deal with the motion now?

Mr. Tyrone Benskin (Jeanne-Le Ber, NDP): Yes.

Some hon. members: Agreed.

The Chair: All right, there is consent.

Mr. Paul Calandra: Mr. Chair, may I also suggest that the
witnesses be excused, with our apologies?

The Chair:Witnesses, we apologize, but you were all able to give
a wonderful presentation. We appreciate your presentations. We
would look forward to any more information you want to provide us
with, and we know that each and every one of your organizations
and you will play a very important role as we celebrate Canada's
150th birthday.

Sorry for the delayed start and for the rushed end, but we are
going to move on to other business. Thank you again.

The committee is suspended.

● (1245)
(Pause)

● (1245)

The Chair: We will get started again.

We're not in camera, just so everyone knows. We're usually in
camera when we do committee business.

On committee business, is there anything we're going to discuss?
We want to discuss the motion by Mr. Cash. Does everyone have it
in front of them? I don't have to read it or anything, do I? We're
okay?

We'll begin discussion with Mr. Cash.

● (1250)

Mr. Andrew Cash: Mr. Chair, as I said earlier, the outgoing
CRTC commissioner, Konrad von Finckenstein, raised this sort of as
a flag, something we need to focus on in an urgent way. There are
regulatory gaps the broadcasting industry is looking for some clarity
on, around services such as Netflix.

We need to take a look at this and, as the motion indicates,
understand how Canada's regulatory environment could be adapted
to the new realities of the digital marketplace. That's the function of
this committee, and that's why this motion is so important and why
it's important for us, at some point in our schedule, to give this the
kind of priority it deserves.

The Chair: Mr. Simms and then Mr. Calandra.

Mr. Scott Simms: We're going to do the over-the-top here. We're
going to study this sort of phenomenon. One of the issues I'd like to
delve into is its effect on the regulatory system. From what I can see,
I guess that's what we're considering here. Is that correct?

An hon. member: Yes.

Mr. Scott Simms: I have just a couple of questions.
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I think we'd have to call in the relevant witnesses, and we will
have to sit down and have a discussion as to who they are. As a
matter of fact I would suggest that to begin with we call in someone
to talk about the over-the-top industry and its possible effects. From
there we can be flexible enough to decide who should come in.
Obviously there should be the BDUs—Shaw, Rogers, and so on.
Obviously we want to call in Netflix or whoever represents them.
But beyond that there could be others too. So I would suggest we
have the first meeting to talk with someone who is well aware of the
issue and flesh out who we can talk to in subsequent meetings.

The Chair: Thank you.

Mr. Calandra and then Mr. Benskin.

Mr. Paul Calandra: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if you could clarify
for me what some of the things are that we have scheduled for
committee business going forward.

The Chair: After today, we will have three days remaining in our
four-day study on Canada's 150th anniversary, focused on museums,
as per Madam Boutin-Sweet's motion.

We have Canada's entertainment software industry after the
recess—

Mr. Paul Calandra: I'm sorry. Who brought that motion forward?
Was that an NDP motion?

The Chair: Yes.

We have Canada's entertainment software industry—

Mr. Paul Calandra: Which was brought forward by Mr. Cash.

The Chair: Right.

Mr. Paul Calandra: And I believe the museum study was
brought forward by Madame Boutin-Sweet.

The Chair: Right.

We are scheduled to have eight days of study on Canada's
entertainment software industry, which takes us to the March recess,
after which we're working on the committee's review of national
protocol procedures.

That's the agenda until the end of March. It's been distributed.

Mr. Paul Calandra: I had discussed this particular motion with
Mr. Simms and with Mr. Benskin in advance of the respecting-the-
flag bill arriving at this committee. I know that this motion—or a
fairly similar motion to this, if I am correct—was tabled by Mr.
Simms, that we study over-the-top....

Mr. Scott Simms: Yes.

Mr. Paul Calandra: I had been under the impression that we had
some form of agreement to delay this particular study until a new
chair of the CRTC was in place. I thought that was the agreement
among myself and the two critics. While we're not opposed to a
study of this, I think it would be in our best interests as a committee
to wait until the CRTC actually has a chair in place, so that he or she
could be called as a witness. For that reason, I think this motion, at
this time, is a bit premature.

We are prepared to vote and we will be voting against this motion
at this time.

● (1255)

The Chair: Go ahead, Mr. Benskin.

Mr. Tyrone Benskin: That's all fine and dandy. The only
unfortunate thing is that the incoming CRTC chair is not going to
have the information and the background on the previous
discussions on over-the-top services. Even the interim chair has a
little more insight to all of that. I'm not really sure what kind of
advantage it would be to wait until there's a new chair, because the
new chair will then have to catch up, and will most probably catch
up from the people who we can call right now as witnesses.

As far as the discussion is concerned, I would like to add my voice
in support of this, and also in terms of the issues surrounding
Canadian content contributions of over-the-top services to the CMF,
which they're not obligated to do right now. They're not obligated to
abide by any of the existing Canadian content regulations. So this is
something that I would add to that discussion at this point.

The Chair: Mr. Nantel.

Mr. Pierre Nantel: I want to add that they also don't charge taxes
to their customers, which is amazing.

I also want to comment about the general way we see the calendar.
Ideally—and I admit this frankly—if there were any chance

[Translation]

stay flexible to be able to deal with urgent issues would be a good
idea. For instance, if everyone agrees that the “over-the-top services”
are urgent, why not include them in the agenda?

This is what concerns me about Canada's 150th. I would like it if
there were regular meetings over the next four years, even if we
space them out a fair bit.

For instance, in this case, not dealing with theses “over-the-top-
services” before so many weeks have gone by seems to me
somewhat disconnected from the urgency of the matter.

[English]

The Chair: On that note, Mr. Nantel, we only have a few minutes
left, if there is any other committee business we want to discuss,
other than this motion. I note that there are eight days of study
coming up very shortly on Canada's entertainment software industry,
which is not related to our study on Canada 150, to your point.

Is there any other discussion on this motion?

Mr. Cash.

Mr. Andrew Cash: I have one point about the fact that there is an
interim CRTC commissioner. The outgoing commissioner can be a
witness as well. There's a lot of expertise there. There's a big body of
knowledge and wisdom we can hear from and that can help advise
and facilitate the incoming commissioner's work.

The Chair: Is there any other discussion on the motion?

(Motion negatived) [See Minutes of Proceedings]

The Chair: Is there any other discussion on committee business?

Mr. Paul Calandra: I move that we go in camera.

(Motion agreed to)
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The Chair: Okay, we are moving in camera. [Proceedings continue in camera]
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