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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 3:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 
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Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: 
	Name: Roger Augustine, Regional Chief, New Brunswick & PEI
	rec1: The substandard and deplorable housing conditions in First Nations are a persistent and growing challenge. While some have undertaken innovative and successful initiatives, many still rely on federal programs to provide financing options for their members. A recent report identified that between 2010 and 2034 there will be a housing shortfall of 130,197 units, an additional 11,855 units required to replace existing units, and approximately 10,000 units requiring major repairs. This requires an investment of nearly $1 billion per year. 
	rec2: It is recommended that new programs and funding be provided through another round of stimulus spending specific to the First Nations housing sector, similar to Budget 2005 or the housing components of Canada’s Economic Action Plan considerate of First Nations housing needs. A 10-year commitment at $1 billion annually would provide a strong support to improving the quality of life for First Nation citizens, address the significant backlog for First Nation homes, and inject a significant boost to the economy.  
	rec3: This proposed spending will directly benefit First Nation families and First Nations' economies and indirectly produce economic benefits and sustainable job creation in the construction industry. This new investment will benefit all regions across the country, with the greatest impact to the remote and rural sectors of Canada. 
	rec4: Research has identified the strong linkage between safe, adequate & affordable housing with and health and education outcomes. Individuals living in safe & adequate housing have reduced stress, reduced levels of transmission of contagious disease, higher learning outcomes, and overall community wellness. This new investment will assist in improving living standards & quality of life for thousands of First Nation individuals & their communities. In the longer term this will support First Nations participation in the economy & foster their ability to actively participate in the labour force.
	rec5: First Nations across Canada are facing disastrous emergency events such as flooding and wildfires. First Nations do not receive the necessary funding for training & capacity to effectively apply the basic principles of Emergency Management: Mitigation /Prevention, Preparedness, Response, and Recovery. Federal investment in the area of emergency preparedness and management is urgently required to ensure that First Nation citizens are accorded the same consideration regarding life safety, protection and compensation of property as Canadians. 
	rec6: New federal funding needs to be identified along with long term commitment for an ongoing funding for remediation and preparedness programs. It is recommended that the current spending levels incurred annually by AANDC for emergency response and recovery be analysed and reallocated into capital works to carry out mitigative and preventative works so that recurring events can be avoided.  Further, collaborative funding approaches with the provinces and territories will ensure that the safety of First Nations and Canadians are provided in addition to the protection of property.  
	rec8: The impacts of environmental disasters are being felt in many sectors. Emergencies are not limited to floods or fires. The potential to have serious events are becoming more frequent with the increasing numbers of dangerous goods being transported. Preventing & responding to emergency situations will reduce loss of life, property damage, lost productivity, and improve general well-being. There is a further benefit in terms of jobs created in ongoing training activity and especially in the construction sector which will be employed to carry out these major works.
	rec9: First Nations water quality continues to be a national concern. The 2011 National Engineering Assessment released by the federal government concludes that 73% of First Nation water systems are at high or medium risk – a dramatic increase from 29% in 2003.  Today, more than 120 First Nation communities remain on boil water advisories. The Government of Canada must engage with First Nations on a plan to implement the recommendations in this study and a clear plan of investment for the identified $4.7 billion in the area of water treatment systems. 

	rec10: The Alternative Federal Budget 2013 identified that the First Nations water crisis ($1 billion per year) could be overcome by raising the tax rate for Canada’s corporations by 0.5% (from 15% to 15.5%).  
	rec11: First Nation citizens will have access to clean drinking water. 
	rec7: During emergency events, lives are disrupted and entire communities are forced to evacuate.  Often evacuations can last years and have significant and long-lasting mental and physical effects on individuals and communities and significant damage to housing. First Nations population are the direct beneficiaries of this capital program. The benefits are reduced social impacts from relocation and separation from families, schools and communities.  Secondary benefits accrue to neighbouring municipalities who have similar challenges that are cross-boundary related. 
	rec12: Access to clean drinking water is a universal human right, recently affirmed by the United Nations.  The waters in First Nations territories are increasingly being disrespected, misused and polluted by industrial development, agriculture, urbanization and climate change. Canada has a responsibility to ensure clean drinking water in First Nations communities.
It is widely understood that improved health outcomes, such as access to clean drinking water, directly improves outcomes in education, employment, gender, environmental health and cultural connectedness, among others. 

	rec13: 
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