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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Recommendation 3:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 
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Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: CARFAC
	Name: 
	rec1: CARFAC supports the Canadian Arts Coalition's recommendation to increase the annual Parliamentary allocation to the Canada Council for the Arts by a minimum of 10% in 2014-15, in order to stimulate job creation and boost Canada's economic situation. The Council is well positioned to invest in programs that support Canadian art and artists. Public investment in the creative and entrepreneurial activity of the visual arts sector allows our growing industry to share our diverse culture with wider markets, and to improve the quality of life of artists and communities.

	rec2: Investment in the arts produces returns to the overall economy, through increased tax revenues at all levels of government, and local economic growth. Public investment also has the potential to encourage new private sector investment. The Canadian arts sector contributes $46 billion annually to the GDP, and for every $1.00 directly or indirectly invested in cultural activity, $3.20 is generated in economic activity to the benefit of all Canadians. We are asking that a higher proportion of proceeds that come directly from cultural programs be redirected back into their further development.
	rec3: When the federal government invests in the arts, we make Canadian culture more widely accessible to all Canadians. In 2011-12, the Council funded 2,000 artists and 2,200 arts organizations, benefiting 1,900 Canadian communities. More specifically, there are nearly 35,000 visual, media, and craft artists who benefit directly from the employment opportunities that public funding contributes to, thus improving the entrepreneurial skills and income potential of professional artists. Most artists are self-employed, but also work as teachers, arts administrators, etc. to supplement their incomes. 
	rec4: Increased investment through the Canada Council ensures that Canadians have better access to our creative talent, from coast to coast. It improves the quality of life in our communities, and sparks conversations about what it means to be Canadian. It is also vital in maintaining employment in the cultural sector. The visual arts contribute to the public understanding of Canadian culture, as well as a job market and local economy that promotes creative activity. Federal funding is crucial in allowing self-employed artists to expand their business prospects, both in Canada and abroad.
	rec5: We ask that the federal government support Motion M-445 and Bill C-516, and implement an Artists Resale Right in Canadian law. The ARR entitles visual artists to receive a percentage royalty payment from all subsequent public sales of their work, through an auction house or commercial gallery. The ARR allows artists to share in the ongoing profits made from their work. The full value of an artwork is rarely realized on the first sale of an artwork. It is common for art to appreciate in value over time, as the reputation of the artist grows, yet artists do not currently share in those profits. 
	rec6: An ARR would cost the federal government nothing. Once legislated, Canadian visual artists will benefit from royalty payments on sales of eligible artworks sold in Canada. Additionally, the legislation of the ARR would allow Canadian artists to benefit from reciprocal international arrangements with the 69 nations who have already implemented an Artist's Resale Right. Thus, artists would be paid from eligible international sales, and the Canadian government will also collect taxes on foreign royalty collection. The EU has asked Canada to implement an ARR in our trade discussions.
	rec8: While the Canadian art market grows, artists currently receive no profit from subsequent sales. The ARR acknowledges that an artist is an important contributor to their work’s value, and without the artist, the artwork simply would not exist. Other artists, such as writers and composers, retain the right to financial benefit from subsequent uses of their work through sales of copies of books, songs, etc. Visual artists primarily make singular objects, and struggle to earn a living. The ARR is based solely on the commercial success of an artist's work, and they should share in that success. 
	rec9: 
	rec10: 
	rec11: 
	rec7: The addition of the ARR will mean a new income source for visual artists. This is important because half of all Canadian visual artists earn less than $8,000/year, with average earnings of $14,000.  Senior artists, who are most likely to have work in the secondary market, have median earnings of $5,000. Even award-winning senior artists find it difficult, if not impossible, to earn a living from their art. Additionally, many Aboriginal artists, particularly those living in northern isolated communities, are losing out on tremendous profits being made on their work in the secondary market.
	rec12: 
	rec13: Canadian Artists’ Representation/ Le Front des artistes canadiens (CARFAC) is the national association of Canada's professional visual and media artists. We represent over 17,000 visual artists, with an active membership of over 5,000. We are pleased to submit our brief to the Standing Committee on Finance for the 2014-15 pre-budget consultation, and welcome an opportunity to present our recommendations to the committee. 

When the Government of Canada makes decisions regarding arts and cultural agencies, programs, policies, and initiatives, its decisions directly affect the jobs of hundreds of thousands of Canadians. The Conference Board of Canada estimated that 616,000 were employed in the arts in 2003, representing 3.9% of national employment. Arts funding also has the power to touch the lives of all families in communities throughout the country, and ensures access to arts and culture for all citizens. Such investments continue to be a strategic means of supporting fiscal sustainability and economic growth, research, and innovation, ensuring prosperous communities, improving government efficiency, and maximizing employment opportunities for Canadians. We appreciate the support that this government has provided to the arts and culture sector, and to the Canada Council in particular, and are eager to demonstrate how much we can accomplish in more communities with additional funding.

Additionally, CARFAC also appreciates the support this government has shown, across all parties, for the Artist’s Resale Right. We welcome the recent motion and bill brought forward by MPs Pierre Nantel and Scott Simms respectively, and call on the Government of Canada to enact the ARR without delay. It is notable that the ARR has the potential to impact the income potential of countless Canadian artists, and while we require it to be legislated in order for it to reach its full effect, it will come at no cost to the government. If the Copyright Act were amended to include the Resale Right, many artists would share in the ongoing profits that are made on their work. 

The ARR has a long history of success since it was first introduced in France in 1920. It has since spread to at least 69 countries world-wide, including the entire European Union. Initially, art market professionals in Europe were concerned about the impact on the art market, but a 2011 study found that in the same period that the EU implemented the ARR, the art and antiques market rose by 13%, and that auction sales of living artists grew by 136%. Moreover, revenues from contemporary art sales in London has increased by approximately 23% per year over the last three years, despite the recession and introduction of the ARR. CARFAC has developed a complete proposal for how an ARR might work best in Canada, based on the best practices established elsewhere, and in consultation with the Canadian visual arts community. This proposal, as well as an ARR FAQ are available on request.
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