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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: Canadian Association for Graduate Studies
	Name: 
	rec1: CAGS recommends that the Government of Canada increase funding to the federal research-granting councils, especially the support of graduate students. This investment will enhance Canada’s research capacity, fostering innovation and international competitiveness. Support for graduate students contributes directly to the development of highly qualified personnel equipped to lead in the knowledge-based economy. 
	rec2: In recent years, savings have resulted from Federal departments and agencies reducing research expenses. CAGS suggests that a portion of these savings could be reinvested in building research capacity through development of future researchers. 
	rec3: Funding students and new researchers, who will be trained within new fiscal and educational  realities, will benefit all Canadians as they will choose to enter the workforce not only in academic research but as highly skilled workers in a very diverse range of industries.  
	rec4: The earning capacity of university graduates, in particular those with graduate degrees (Master’s and doctoral), is higher than those with a bachelor’s and has trended to nearly double that of those with lower levels of education. For example, PhDs in management and health related occupations have annual average earnings over $130,000. The level of income tax paid by these workers follows the same trend making them a valuable source of tax revenue for Canada.
It is worth noting that Canada consistently lags behind OECD countries in production of PhDs, particularly in critical tech sectors.
	rec5: CAGS urges the Government of Canada to increase its assistance in marketing Canadian graduate studies abroad.
	rec6: CAGS suggests that funds be reallocated from the general Edu-Canada promotional fund to provide assistance collectively to universities promoting graduate studies. 

The promotional requirements of graduate schools are different from those of other institutions. Canada needs to do more to attract the very best graduates from around the world. The competition for top graduate students worldwide is very stiff, especially as other advanced and emerging countries are developing and marketing their own graduate education systems.
	rec8: According to a July 2012 federal government report, international students pursuing their education in Canada generate 81,000 jobs, nearly $8-billion in spending and more than 
$445 million in government revenue.
	rec9: CAGS requests that the Federal government invest in innovative skills training and internships for graduate students in all disciplines that will complement their academic skills and make them both more competitive and more work place ready.

The Economic Action Plan 2013 does provide $70 million over three years for internships- much of this Under Economic Action Plan 2012, $35 million over five years to MITACS to support STEM based internships. There are few funds that  support internships in other areas including management which would attract graduates outside the STEM disciplines.
	rec10: As full implementation of the Canada Job Grant is delayed, CAGS suggests that a small portion of the funds allocated to 2013 ($300 million) be reallocated to provide additional support for internships.
	rec11: The intended beneficiaries are students whose core education would be supplemented with skills training that would help them to be better prepared to enter the workforce and enable them to thrive in an increasingly complex knowledge economy. These students would come from all disciplines  - not only the STEM disciplines.
	rec7: The immediate beneficiaries would be graduate students and graduate schools in Canada who will benefit from the interaction with high quality graduate students from other countries. Canadians as a whole will benefit from the contributions that these students will make during their studies and particularly from the contributions that those who choose to stay in Canada will make to the education and business communities as well as to the economy of the country.
	rec12: The demand for workers with graduate education is rising. As the population grows and as day-to-day living becomes ever more technologically complex so do social and economic issues that require the specialized training and advanced skills that graduate education provides. 
Everything from developing the Canadarm to cancer research, negotiating trade deals to 
developing improved approaches for caring for a growing elderly population, benefit from the 
investment that is made in graduate education. 

	rec13: The Canadian Association for Graduate Studies (CAGS) is the national organization that 
promotes, advances, and fosters excellence in graduate education and university research. 
CAGS was formed in 1962 and provides a venue for dialogue and cooperation for its members, 58 Canadian universities, as well as other institutions and organizations having an interest in graduate studies. 

It is imperative that the Federal Government continue to not only invest in graduate education, but to increase its investment so that Canada can meet the demand for the highly qualified personnel required to contribute to our economic growth.

Investing in graduate education is not an end in itself. The education of highly skilled Canadians- and increasing numbers of them – both in the STEM disciplines and the creative arts, social sciences and humanities – is necessary to meet the needs of increasingly complex public and private spheres which are competing within an ever-expanding global economy. 
Graduate education has many benefits for Canada, not the least of which is the contribution that graduates make to the economy. The earning capacity of university graduates, in particular those with graduate degrees (Master’s and doctoral), is higher than those with a bachelor’s and has trended to nearly double that of those with lower levels of education.
Following this same trend as the earning capacity of university graduates, the level of income tax paid by these workers – approximately 44% of taxes paid to all levels of Canadian governments. 

As well, the incidence of unemployment in these cohorts is also considerably lower than in other educational cohorts Holders of masters and doctoral degrees are often more mobile which enables them to relocate to areas of greater employment need.

Finally, CAGS would like to reinforce the fact that the monies that the Government of Canada delivers to researchers and students through the granting councils is a crucial investment in the development of productive, mobile, highly employable post graduates and a crucial investment in Canada’s future. The contribution that these individuals will contribute to the economy, society, and Canada’s innovation agenda will more than pay back this contribution.

Continued and increased government support will allow the Councils in turn to provide increased support to students and researchers who are already poised to make constructive contributions to the economy and society of Canada.  
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