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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
	Name: 
	rec1: Develop and implement a coherent, coordinated, well-resourced national action plan to address violence against women.
	rec2: The direct economic costs of the current levels of intimate partner violence are $1.9 billion per year, according to Justice Canada. The direct economic costs of sexual assault are at least $500 million per year. A coherent, coordinated, federally-directed national action plan to lower levels of these forms of violence will result in a decrease in these direct economic costs. For example, Vancouver police attributed a 10% decline is sexual assault to an effective public education campaign. A 10% decrease in levels of violence nationally would result in a $244 million savings annually.
	rec3: The direct beneficiaries of lowering levels of sexual assault and intimate partner violence and providing assistance to victims of these crimes would be the 1.8 million Canadians who report having experienced this form of violence in the past five years. Further direct benefit would be felt by the over half a million children who witness spousal assaults on their parent. Increased security would provide broader benefits to the 50% of the Canadian population that lives with a 1 in 4 risk of experiencing one of these forms of violence in their lifetime, according to the World Health Organization
	rec4: Reduced levels of sexual assault and intimate partner violence would significantly reduce both the pain and suffering of individuals who are at risk for these forms of violence and would reduce the direct economic impact of these forms of violence in the form of health care costs, lost productivity, lost education, and police and criminal justice services.
	rec5: Fund Statistics Canada to conduct surveys of incidence of sexual assault and intimate partner violence annually, with significant enough sample sizes to ensure that measurements can be made of levels of violence by province and territory.
	rec6: Regular measures of changes in levels of sexual assault and intimate partner violence will allow the federal government to accurately assess the effectiveness of their programming and policy. With accurate assessments, the government can invest in the programs that are most effective, providing increased efficiency in their interventions. Effective interventions can lower the rates of these crimes. A 10% decrease in levels of sexual assault and IPV nationally would result in a $244 million savings annually.
	rec8: Reduced levels of sexual assault and intimate partner violence would significantly reduce both the pain and suffering of individuals who are at risk for these forms of violence and would reduce the direct economic impact of these forms of violence in the form of health care costs, lost productivity, lost education, and police and criminal justice services.
	rec9: Restore Status of Women Canada's mandate to fund policy-relevant research and increase funding to Status of Women to support that research.
	rec10: Research consistently demonstrates that investing in civil society organizations and supporting the development of collaborative public policy research on the status of women is the most effective means to address violence against women and increase women's participation in the political and economic life of their country. The World Bank estimates that closing the gap in women's economic participation would boost GDP in high-income countries (including Canada) by 10%. Justice Canada estimates that intimate partner violence costs the economy $7.4 billion/year. 
	rec11: The direct benefit of supporting better policy and programming through research would be increased economic well-being and security for women in Canada. Civil society organizations are in direct and daily contact with the women to whom they provide services. This experience can inform more responsive and more effective interventions to address violence against women, to remove barriers to women's economic security and to increase women's participation in political life.
	rec7: The direct beneficiaries of lowering levels of sexual assault and intimate partner violence and providing assistance to victims of these crimes would be the 1.8 million Canadians who report having experienced this form of violence in the past five years. Further direct benefit would be felt by the over half a million children who witness spousal assaults on their parent. Increased security would provide broader benefits to the 50% of the Canadian population that lives with a 1 in 4 risk of experiencing one of these forms of violence in their lifetime, according to the World Health Organization
	rec12: There are broad economic benefits to increasing the status of women in Canada through supporting better policy and programming. Civil society research on women's participation in the mining sector, for example, identified specific barriers to women's greater participation in a sector that is in need of more workers (a priority identified in the 2013 Federal Budget). These insights can help increase employment for women, decrease the wage gap, and, in turn, increase GDP growth and federal tax revenues.
	rec13: The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives has demonstrated that Canadians can do better together. The Alternative Federal Budget provides a clear and detailed account of the macroeconomic case for policies that would reduce inequalities between Canadians and help the economy prosper.

Over the past 20 years Canada has made little progress in reducing inequality between women and men. If Canada continues to move at its current rate, CCPA estimates that the gender gap in economic, social and political participation won't close for Canadian women for another 228 years. 

Canada cannot afford to wait that long.

Eliminating violence against women is essential to ensuring women's full participation in the economic, social and political life of our country. Violence increases women's economic insecurity, impedes their participation in politics, and undermines their achievements in education. Violence against women also costs our economy billions of dollars each year.

The gender gap has a negative impact on all Canadians. It reduces economic growth, renders our workforce less flexible, and comes at a high cost to our families and communities. 

Investing in policies and programs that address the gender gap will help save our economy billions of dollars, increase GDP growth by as much as 10% and increase our safety and security.
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