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Topic:  Small and medium-sized enterprises

*Recommendation 1: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

Provide matching funding to a $20 to $40 million National Co-operative Investment Fund
(CIF), funded by the co-op sector which would provide capitalization loans to co-operatives.
Members of the Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA) unanimously voted in favor of this
investment fund during their June 28, 2013 annual general meeting.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

$10 million-$99.9 million

Immediately

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

The co-op sector has already pledged over $13 million towards the fund. It is anticipated that the

sector will pledge between $20 to $40 million. Therefore the federal government should match this
investment.

The federal government could fund the CIF through the Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC).

BDC already provides entrepreneurs with the financing tools and services they need to grow their

business and succeed. BDC currently supports for profit co-ops across Canada by providing loans.
However changes need to be made to the BDC Act in order for them to partner.




Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

The Canadian co-op sector will benefit. One of the greatest challenges facing co-ops in Canada
is access to capital. Whether it is for a new co-op venture, business expansion, bridge financing

for seasonal operations or business succession, co-ops need capital to meet the needs of their
members and compete in the marketplace.

Unlike publicly traded corporations, co-ops don’t have access to the stock market. And although
they can seek financing from traditional lenders, member-owned businesses often find it difficult
to meet the required equity and asset criteria.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

With a $20 million base, it is anticipated that the CIF will impact approximately 180

co-ops providing $45 million in capital to the sector over a ten year period. If the Fund

is able to generate $40 million in pledges its impact grows to 384 co-ops with a

collective contribution of $96 million to the sector over the same ten year period.

The CIF will reinvest its earnings — beyond those that are paid out in the form of dividends
and those that must be retained to ensure the safety and stability of the CIF — back into the
sector to support the development of Canadian co-ops.

Topic:  Aboriginal peoples

Recommendation 2: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

Partner with the Canadian Co-operative Association to assist aboriginal communities to plan

co-operative businesses that will address community needs, create jobs, and increase individual
skills.

The First Nations, Métis and Inuit Co-operative Development program, fully funded by the co-op
sector as a pilot for 3 years, needs additional funding to provide grants to aboriginal communities at
the beginning stage of planning a co-operative. Cooperation is also needed from federal officials to
help aboriginal co-op groups access federal funding and financing to start their new co-operative.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

<$499,999

Immediately



Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

This recommendation could be implemented with a $200,000 contribution from the Lands and
Economic Development section of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada.

The pathway assistance for groups that have undertaken co-op planning could be provided at
no additional cost by AANDC Community Opportunities Branch staff who are located across
Canada. Funding to provide training and build co-operative knowledge of civil servants would
be desirable.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

Aboriginal individuals and communities including:
1. First Nations - on and off reserve

2. Métis

3. Inuit and Dene

Aboriginal groups and organizations, such as friendship centres, bands, tribal councils, and
co-operatives, that which work with individuals and communities on economic development
projects.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Existing co-ops in approximately 100 aboriginal communities provide essential services such
as food, housing, banking, gas, home care and communications, as well as the marketing of
products such as fish or art. These businesses create jobs, reduce poverty, increase
employment and business skills, improve financial literacy for board members, and create
stronger local economies.

The expanded co-op development program will create new co-op businesses in more
communities and increase prosperity for aboriginal people.

Topic:  please select from the pull-down menu

Recommendation 3: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.




Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

Please select from the drop down menu

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.




Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided
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