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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 3:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 
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Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: Canadian Gas Association (CGA) 
	Name: 
	rec1: Recommendation 1 - Ensuring prosperous and secure rural and urban communities: by making sure more Canadians in those communities have access to affordable natural gas. CGA understands that improving environmental performance and reducing energy costs in northern and remote communities is a priority for the Government of Canada (GOC).  CGA recommends that the GOC work with industry to stimulate northern and remote communities' sustainable energy initiatives.
	rec2: 
	rec3: 
	rec4: 
	rec5: Recommendation 2 - Driving energy innovation: by enhancing Canadian expertise in the use of affordable, abundant, clean natural gas in all energy applications to deliver both environmental sustainability and economic growth.  

CGA recommends the GOC revisit its various mechanisms to encourage innovation in energy utilization with an eye to having governments and industry work more closely together to leverage limited dollars.  


	rec6: 
	rec8: 
	rec9: Recommendation 3 - Focusing on fiscal sustainability and economic growth in transportation: by building a transportation infrastructure that includes the choice of clean natural gas.  Improving the conditions for clean and cost-effective transportation solutions can help reduce operating costs and emissions of heavy duty and fleet vehicles which help keep the Canadian economy moving, and keep us competitive with our biggest trading partner the United States.  CGA recommends GOC support building blocks for market development for more sustainable transportation options like natural gas.


	rec10: 
	rec11: 
	rec7: 
	rec12: 
	rec13: CGA recommends that the government should work with industry to:

On Rural, Remote and Urban Communities: 1. Leverage investments by Canadian utilities and others to fund natural gas infrastructure to meet energy, affordability and environmental priorities for communities currently using diesel for heat, mobility and power; 2. Showcase technologies like liquefied and compressed natural gas that can fuel clean burning power generation in communities, on military bases and research stations; 3. Support an information sharing program that facilitates the development, implementation, and information dissemination about community energy systems; and 4. Drive community sustainability by fuel switching from more expensive higher-emitting fuels to less expensive cleaner-burner fuels. 

On Innovation and Commercialization: 1. Identify ways to cooperate with industry on initiatives like CGA’s, “Energy Technology and Innovation Canada.”  ETIC is a venture of CGA member companies to mobilize strategic investments in the demonstration and commercialization of natural gas technologies.  Working with various agencies and offices of government, ETIC offers a unique opportunity for cooperation in areas such as: community energy systems, transportation, industrial processes, and renewable natural gas (RNG).  By way of example on the last of these, by tapping into just 10 per cent of Canada’s RNG potential, we can provide the natural gas required by over 1 million homes. We believe the benefits of RNG can be more easily achieved by the GOC recognizing RNG as a renewable fuel and most importantly as a compliance mechanism for industry to meet their greenhouse gas (GHG) regulations.
2. On efficiency, cooperate with CGA, its member companies, and organizations like QUEST to help deliver more efficient energy solutions to Canadian consumers.  To be most effective any programs dedicated to efficiency should: be technology and energy source neutral in the types of projects eligible for funding; evaluate proposed projects based on the expected performance using a full fuel cycle analysis on an energy-relevant unit of geographical analysis (e.g., the interconnected grid) that assesses energy efficiency, emissions-reductions, and other environmental performance measures; and encourage private sector investment and partnership between sectors.  Natural gas distribution companies are particularly well-positioned to contribute in this regard and want to do so.  

On Transportation and Communication: Work facilitated by NRCan shows that natural gas opportunities are in the medium and heavy-duty vehicle sub-sectors where fuel costs represent a large component of operating costs and the benefits of affordable, clean natural gas are significant.  CGA recommends GOC help support market development for more sustainable transportation options like natural gas vehicles to compete and the recognition of natural gas as a low emissions transportation fuel.
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