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*Recommendation 1: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

This is a request for the Government of Canada to support a collaborative national partnership
with the sports community to build a healthier nation through investment in scholarships to
Canadian University athletes. Our objective is to create a healthier Canada by supporting our
55 CIS member universities and their 11,000 student-athletes to become catalysts for change
for a healthier Canada.

Canada is losing over 20% of our home grown student-athletes and some of our best leaders,
to foreign sports organizations, primarily the NCAA in the US, with many of those never
returning to Canada.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

$10 million-$99.9 million

5 or more years

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

CIS is seeking $10M for this collaborative project and has a plan and initial commitments from
private corporations and other partner organizations to match this initiative.

This program could tie into other existing programs whose purpose is to enhance the
development of post secondary leaders within the university environment and empower
Canada’s future role models and community leaders.

We also believe that with a team of 11,000 ambassadors, we can help reduce the long term
heath care cost ($70B) through the work and inspiration of these student-athletes.




Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

These scholarships will be used to provide a 4-5 year stipend for +500 student-athletes who
would otherwise go to US schools. With this, they can focus and be a performance catalyst in
academics and athletics for Canada. These 18-23 year olds are also crucial to our High
Performance sport system.

The scholarship recipients will be required to act as community leaders and champions of safe
and ethical physical activity through youth clinics, inspirational school visits, coaching

development and been involved in the development of competitive and high performance
sport.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

By keeping a majority of these athletes in Canada, we can help turn the tide and create a
culture of Health and Fitness and build one of the most active nations in the world. It will also
help streamline the Canadian sport system.

By investing in our student-athletes, we are developing and supporting our future community
leaders. Many will get involved within their own communities (coaches, officials, club builders,
etc), in addition to their professional careers here in Canada, thus building a healthier and
more prosperous Canada.

Topic: Please select from the pull-down menu

Recommendation 2: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

Please select from the drop down menu




Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Topic:  please select from the pull-down menu

Recommendation 3: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.




Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

Please select from the drop down menu

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.




Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

Sport and sporting events can be a valuable engine of local economic activity, and Canadians
feel proud, united and connected to their communities through participation in, and hosting of,
sport activities and events. The highest level of competition in many sports in Canada for the
18-23 year age group occurs in university sport, yet the level of public interest in those
competitions in Canada is relatively low because most of the stars who attract interest and
inspire others to try to follow in their footsteps leave Canada for US schools, and therefore
are not here for people to see first hand. Some of Canada’s very best young athletes are
often unavailable to Canada’s national teams to compete for the country in international
competitions due to their commitments to US university programs. This agegroup is the most
vulnerable group for retention problems in the development of national Team athletes. Others
are not trained as well as they could be in a coordinated Canadian university system
integrated with partners such as our National Sports Organizations which Canadian
Interuniversity Sport is pursuing. More broadly, in consultations for the National Sport Policy,
Canadians have identified population health, community building, social development, nation
building, and civic engagement as areas in which sport can make the greatest contributions
to Canadian society. Canadians improve their standard of living and economic well being
through sport; communities benefit from healthier citizens, increase productivity and the
reduction of health care costs; and the sport and tourism sectors benefit from legacies of
hosting of local, regional, national and international sport events.

The Government of Canada previously has addressed the “brain-drain” from Canadian
universities with the Canada Research Chairs program which has been very successful; the
Ten Year Evaluation Report concludes that “recruitment and retention of talent” has been
“one of the main successes of the program.” This provides excellent precedent that a
program to address the ongoing talent drain of Canadian athletes would be successful in
contributing to a world-class Canadian sport and health system.

This proposal is part of a broader initiative of CIS working in collaboration and partnership
with NSOs, Canadian Sport Centers and OTP for a more integrated approach and effort to
address this issue. This is one of not just sport performance gains but long-term retention
and benefit of young and accomplished Canadians (student-athletes) who will be able to
serve and contribute to our communities long after their high performance sport days are
behind them.

We will have an inspired, healthier and educated population on the power of active living.
“One Team, One Vision, One Canada”

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided
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