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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 3:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 
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Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: Canadian Retail Building Supply Council
	Name: 
	rec1: Permit temporary use of RRSP savings to help finance residential retrofits to accommodate the special needs of senior citizens, using the repayment provisions in the First Time Homebuyers Program.  Examples: retrofitting a main floor room or redesigning a bathroom.  
	rec2: Funding would come from Canadians temporarily using their RRSP savings.  Administrative costs would be low, requiring only extension of the current model to administer the First Time Homebuyers Program.    
	rec3: a) Seniors otherwise institutionalized because of their special needs;
b) Families of seniors who could not afford these necessary retrofits;
c) Local building contractors; building supply companies and businesses such as home furnishers and their employees;
d) Governments able to reduce the costs of institutionalizing seniors.

	rec4: a) Improved living standards for seniors who would otherwise remain in residences not properly equipped to meet their special needs or would have to be institutionalized.
b) Improved living standards for families wishing to keep seniors at home.
c) Job creation by providing many local businesses with commercial opportunities.

	rec5:  Permit temporary use of RRSP savings to help finance home repairs and renovations using the repayment provisions in the First Time Homebuyers Program.  This would be an opportunity to stimulate economic growth, including job creation, throughout  communities of all sizes.   
	rec6: Funding would be provided by Canadians through the temporary use of their RRSP savings.  Administrative costs for the program would be low, requiring only extension of the current model to administer the First Time Homebuyers Program.     
	rec8: a) Jobs would be created by providing many local businesses with new commercial opportunities.
	rec9: Re-introduce and make permanent the Home Renovation Tax Credit (HRTC) to operate  much as described in Budget 2009, i.e. a tax credit on eligible home renovation expenditures between $1,000 and $10,000.  The temporary tax credit was 15 per cent, designed to encourage eligible expenditures quickly over a relatively short period.  A permanent HRTC could be realistically set at 10 per cent.      
	rec10: Budget 2009 stated “A robust housing market is…an important source of economic activity in Canada, as it promotes demand for labour, building materials and other 
goods.”  Benefits to the federal government from a permanent HRTC would include: 
a) Increased sales tax , personal tax and corporate income tax revenue;
b) virtual elimination of the underground economy in the home repairs/renovations
sector; 
c) stimulation of many industries.

	rec11: a) Canadians unable to afford repairs and renovations to their residences;
b) Local building contractors, building supply companies and other local businesses such as home furnishers and their employees;
c) Governments at all levels with new sources of revenue through increased tax revenue; and, increased employment opportunities for Canadians

	rec7: a) Canadians unable to afford residential repairs or renovations;
b) Local building contractors, building supply companies and other businesses including home furnishers and their employees;
c) Governments realizing new sources of revenue through increased sales taxes and other tax revenue; and, increased employment opportunities for Canadians. 

	rec12: Both the Bank of Canada and Finance Canada project real GDP growth in Canada will not reach three per cent for some years.  The relationship between a vibrant Canadian housing market and a healthy national economy is well documented.  
	rec13: 
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