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*Recommendation 1: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

DUC applauds the GoC's commitment to develop and implement a National Conservation
Plan (NCP) for Canada. As expressed in our testimony to the ENVI committee, this
multi-faceted plan should be comprised of a variety of conservation tools and approaches for
public and private lands in Canada. As part of this plan, we urge the GoC to invest $250
Million over 5 years into wetland conservation. This amount would be matched 1:1 by
conservation groups like DUC. These funds would be expended on eligible projects for habitat
retention and restoration, with a particular focus on working landscapes.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

S1 billion or more

5 or more years

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

This recommendation requires that the federal government commit $50 Million per year for 5
years. This $250 million investment would be matched by DUC, totaling a half billion dollar
investment in wetland conservation and Canada's natural capital in time for 2017 (Canada's
150th celebration). Because natural capital functions similarly to hard infrastructure, we
believe that an investment in wetland conservation will generate significant ecological goods
and services, partly recaptured through tax revenue, and thus generate cost savings for all
Canadians.




Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

Wetlands support a healthy environment, a strong economy and social well being across all of
Canada. Wetlands provide numerous benefits to society, including the provision of critical
‘green infrastructure’. As such, an investment in wetland conservation benefits government
and society at large by serving as disaster mitigation infrastructure and by performing other
functions such as carbon sequestration. Investing in wetlands also helps the GoC uphold it's

obligation to waterfowl, migratory birds, other wildlife and endangered species, support
industries like agriculture, and create jobs.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Preliminary research conducted by DUC indicates that for every $1 invested in wetland
conservation, Canadian society derives the equivalent of $28 worth of ecological, economic
and societal benefits from a variety of sources including job creation, tax revenue, capital
projects, tourism, recreation, as well as the provision of numerous ecological goods and
services including flood and drought mitigation, water filtration, nutrient cycling and carbon
sequestration. We will share this research with your committee once it is ready this fall.

Topic: Energy and the environment

Recommendation 2: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

Established as a private/public partnership in 2002, the Canadian Wetland Inventory (CWI) is
an important conservation initiative and something that should be a core program within the
NCP. The CWI aims to establish standard wetland mapping data sets for all wetlands in
Canada to promote conservation and sustainable development. Good progress has been
made on this project over the past decade and currently 26% of Canada is mapped to this
standard. Completing this project (100% of Canada's wetlands mapped) will require $51.1
Million over 5 years. We urge this for the NCP and the next Budget.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

S$100 million -$499.9 million

5 or more years




Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

DUC recommends that $50M be allocated for this project over 5 years ($10M/ year) to
complete this critical project.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

All levels of government, ENGO partners, hunters, anglers, outdoor enthusiasts, and all types
of industries in Canada rely on spatial data to guide their practices and development. A
complete wetland inventory data set would allow:

a) all project proponents, governments and members of the public to a make informed
decisions regarding land use, and

b) governments and conservation partners to track wetland conservation impacts over time.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

There will be short-term needs to retain skilled mapping professionals to complete this project.
We are confident that there will be many long-term, positive impacts from this project. Some of
these positive impacts will include:

a) improved social and ecological outcomes due to more informed land use decisions,

b) lower cost and better information, clarity and certainty available for industry and business in
Canada due to the availability of spatial data, and

c) A National Conservation Plan for Canada that is supported by a quantifiable effective
monitoring framework.

Topic:  please select from the pull-down menu

Recommendation 3: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.




Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

Please select from the drop down menu

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.




Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

Ducks Unlimited Canada is a leading conservation organization in this country, and is
supported by hundreds of thousands of its citizens. We have been active here for 75 years
and currently work in all provinces and territories. All of our work is guided by science and
our goal to conserve North America's waterfowl population through habitat conservation. Our
work not only positively affects waterfowl, but provides benefit to other fish, wildlife and plant
species as well as providing many other significant societal and economic benefits.

In an effort to better capture the total economic outputs of our conservation programs, we are
finalizing new research into the social and economic return-on-investment of DUC's work.

We have alluded to some of the overarching findings in our submission above. However, we
are in the reviewing our findings and expect to report on these to you in the fall. At this point,
we look forward to sharing some of this research with your committee and with the
Government of Canada when it is complete.

We thank you for the opportunity to provide preliminary input into the Pre-Budget Consultation
process. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions on our submission or
any aspects of our conservation work in Canada.

Sincerely,

James W. (Jim) Brennan, BA, MBA
Director of Government Affairs (Ottawa)
j_brennan@ducks.ca

613-565-2525.

Andrea Barnett BA, MA (MPP)
National Policy Analyst
a_barnett@ducks.ca

(250) 374-8307 x. 239

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided
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