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*Recommendation 1: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

The FCFA recommends that the Government of Canada maximize the benefits of federal
investments in francophone immigration (1) by making use of the capacities of the Réseaux
en immigration francophone (RIF); (2) by investing in the structures and services for
welcoming and integrating newcomers that have been established in francophone and
Acadian communities; (3) by strengthening intergovernmental and interdepartmental
collaboration on the issue of francophone immigration; and (4) by increasing funding for
promotion and recruitment activities such as Destination Canada.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

5 or more years

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

The government would achieve savings by having francophone organizations offer services
such as reception and settlement services and language training, and by implementing
policies to eliminate duplication and promote efficiency and accountability in the collaboration
among various federal departments and levels of government. These measures would
maximize the benefits of existing federal investments, including investments under the
Roadmap 2013-2018, for encouraging immigration.




Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

French-speaking immigrants would benefit from tailored services and greater economic and
social integration. The government could achieve the targets set and the CFAs would benefit
from greater demographic weight and be better able to contribute to economic prosperity in all
regions. This would also be beneficial for many sectors of development in the CFAs, from

health to economic development. Canadians as a whole would benefit from better use being
made of existing public investments.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Immigration contributes to the vitality of francophone and Acadian communities and the
prosperity of Canada. French-speaking immigrants have specialized skills and contribute to
the development of those communities. The CFAs and the federal government should be
maximizing the benefits of existing investments in francophone immigration, to improve the
standard of living, fill existing labour market gaps, and help the CFAs to flourish.

Topic: Federal budgets and the public service

Recommendation 2: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

The FCFA recommends that the federal government pay particular attention to agreements
with and transfers to the provinces in territories, in order to (1) provide for greater
accountability and transparency in relation to those investments; and (2) include stronger
language clauses that will ensure that federal investment in areas under provincial/territorial

jurisdiction or shared jurisdiction will benefit francophones in minority communities equally, in
their own language.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

5 or more years




Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

The federal government already transfers substantial amounts of money to the provinces and
territories in a number of areas that have a direct impact on people's lives. Examples of these
are health, minority-language education and labour market agreements. In the 2013 budget,
the government announced that it will also be investing in skills development programs in
partnership with the provinces/territories and employers. This would therefore not involve
additional spending.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

The members of francophone and Acadian communities everywhere in Canada could benefit
from better services, offered in their language. In return, they would then be able to make a
greater contribution to economic and social development in their region and province and in
Canada. In addition, all Canadians would benefit from greater accountability and transparency
in relation to the funds that the federal government transfers to the provincial and territorial
governments.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Members of the francophone and Acadian communities want to be fully contributing members
of Canadian society. To do that, they must be able to access the services offered by their
province/territory on the same basis as all other Canadians, in their own language, when all or
part of the funds in question have been invested by the federal government. Greater access to
services in French would both improve the standard of living for members of the communities
generally and enable them to participate more actively in their communities' economic and
social affairs.

Topic:  Education and skills training

Recommendation 3: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

In preparation for the 150th anniversary of Confederation in 2017, the FCFA recommends that
the Canadian government facilitate the acquisition of French language skills for Canadians
who so wish. We are aware that the government invests in second language learning for
children in elementary and secondary school, but not all children are able to benefit from these
programs. In addition, what about young adults and adults who would like to learn French?




Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

5 or more years

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your

recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

The recommendation could be implemented by offering tax credits for people who participate
in a recognized French language learning program. The Government of Canada has created
precedents in this regard by allowing tax credits for physical fithess and artistic activities for

children. We believe that a similar formula could be used. However, we think that the formula

should apply to both adults and children. In the alternative, a scholarship program could be
considered.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

The 2011 census shows that for the first time since 1971, the number of people outside
Quebec who speak both official languages has declined, while in Quebec it has risen.
Although linguistic duality does not mean that Canadians have a duty to learn their second
official language, it is nonetheless important, if it is to be possible to offer services of equal

quality, that a sufficient proportion of the population be able to speak both official languages.
We believe that Canadians as a whole would benefit from this kind of program.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

In addition to making more employment opportunities available to Canadians, this kind of
program could help to increase innovation and productivity here in Canada, and enhance
Canada's competitive capacity abroad. We also believe that greater access to French
language learning could improve the standard of living both for members of the communities,
who would benefit from better services, and for all Canadians, who could have more choices
on an everyday basis and a better understanding of the history of their country.




Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

The FCFA would like to use this space to thank the Standing Committee on Finance for
agreeing to hear us last year and including recommendations that we made for renewing the
Roadmap for Linguistic Duality in its report.

We would like to ask you to invite us to appear again this year, to give us an opportunity to
talk to you in more detail about our three proposals.

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided
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