House oF COMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES

CANADA

House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance — Pre-budget Consultations 2013

This brief is submitted by:
Future of Howe Sound Society

@ an organization Organization name: (c/o ruth.simons@futureofhowesound.org)
or
O an individual Name:

Topic:  Energy and the environment

*Recommendation 1: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

Howe Sound is a unique wilderness area situated within 20 kms of Canada'’s third largest city.
It is the gateway from Vancouver to the recreation meccas of Squamish and Whistler. Tourism
in the region contributes an estimated $2 billion to the provincial economy and is expected to
grow by $750 million over 5 years with attendant new job creation. Funding is required for a
long-term regional management and economic development plan to encourage sustainable
economic growth while retaining the unique bio-diversity that is key to the region's recognition
as a world-class tourism destination.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

<$499,999

Immediately

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Federal funding would help cover the cost of coordinating planning initiatives and of
supplementing existing data with specific technical data and socio-economic and
environmental reports. Funds would be used to develop forecasts specific to the Howe
Sound Region and to facilitate regional and community consultation in conjunction with
industry and other economic interests. Funding would be applied to costs of managing the
process and to develop the required technical resources and economic analysis. It would be
an effective use of taxpayer funds as it will encourage growth and investment.




Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

Proper planning will benefit all of the residents of the region by encouraging economic
development, investment opportunities and job growth. It will benefit industry and encourage
investment by providing greater certainty in the development process. The concept of a
regional plan is supported by the 12 local and regional governments surrounding Howe Sound
as well as the local Member of Parliament and Provincial MLA's. Sixty-five community
organizations, governmental authorities and industry associations support the concept of
developing a comprehensive regional management plan.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

A Comprehensive Management Plan for Howe Sound would provide clarity and direction for
economic development. Strategic planning will minimize investment risk, create stable job
opportunities and allow business development to flourish. Funding will allow comprehensive
engagement involving First Nations, industry stakeholders and the local community to help
retain the critical socio-economic and cultural factors which are key to future growth while

promoting economic development. It could provide a template for sustainable growth to be
used in other environmentally sensitive areas of Canada.

Topic: Please select from the pull-down menu

Recommendation 2: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

Please select from the drop down menu




Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Topic:  please select from the pull-down menu

Recommendation 3: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.




Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

Please select from the drop down menu

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.




Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

Howe Sound is a unique blend of mountains, ocean and wilderness areas situated less than an
hour from Vancouver, a major cosmopolitan city internationally recognized as one of the most
livable in the world. In recent years, millions of dollars of taxpayer and private funds have been
expended on the remediation of Howe Sound which has experienced a remarkable recovery.
Many millions of taxpayer dollars have been expended on highway and other infrastructure
projects and in promoting the Sea to Sky Corridor, which leads to Whistler/Blackcomb, as an
international tourist destination.

As a result of its proximity to Vancouver, there are significant development pressures being
experienced as the area continues to grow. Tourism is expected to generate $750 million in
incremental economic growth in the region over the next 5 years, but this growth and attendant job
creation as well as the prior investment made in infrastructure development, environmental
remediation and international marketing will be jeopardized unless a comprehensive regional
management and economic development plan is put in place. Appropriate planning is required to
maintain the unique features that have made the region a recognized tourist destination and are
providing the impetus for economic growth.

The local and regional governments have recognized that the current fragmented planning which
is a product of the overlapping jurisdictions is not adequate to meet the future demands of growth
and development. Each of the various regional and local governments have endorsed a
recommendation that a comprehensive regional planning exercise be undertaken to develop a
comprehensive and co-ordinated management plan. This initiative has also been supported by
sixty-five organizations including industry organizations, local community groups and other
non-governmental organizations.

Federal funding is required to develop the framework for proceeding with a planning process that
will encourage sustainable economic growth while maintaining the bio-diversity that has allowed
the region to be internationally recognized as a tourism destination of choice. This will also
encourage immigration and investment in one of the world's most livable regions.

Federal funding will allow for the strategic co-ordination of existing planning initiatives and
development of necessary economic and demographic studies that will complement existing
resources. This will provide the base data necessary to plan for continued economic growth while
sustaining the environment and taking into account the competing demands on scarce resources.

A proper management plan allows for certainty in the planning and development process and so
encourages investment. This will benefit both industry and economic interests as well as the
individual residents and local community groups in the region. It would provide a planning
template for sustainable development that could be used in other regions across Canada.

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided
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