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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: Independent Media Arts Alliance
	Name: 
	rec1: Invest in the Canada Council for the Arts - The IMAA affirms that the Canada Council for the Arts provides the most efficient, fair and cost effective way of ensuring that public funds are directed to individual artists and arts organizations, in communities large and small across the country. We recommend that the federal government increase funding to the Canada Council for the Arts to reach $300 million in the 2014 federal budget. 

	rec2: The federal government has recognized the value in investing in the Canada Council for the Arts with a modest increase in 2007. However, this did not go far enough. Over the past 20 years, the number of organizations on “operating status” at Council has increased by 65% yet the Council’s per capita parliamentary appropriation, when adjusted for inflation, declined by 4%. The recommendation to increase the Council's budget to $300 million is shared by the larger cultural sector as a minimum goal for the 2014 federal budget. 
	rec3: The year 2017 marks Canada’s 150th anniversary which will be an essential time to invest in the arts as we examine/celebrate our history, our current cultural identity and in creating an inspired vision for the future of Canada. All Canadians will benefit by a strong cultural sector in celebration of our diverse cultural expressions. 
	rec4: Numerous studies have proven that investing in the cultural sector creates jobs, contributes enormously to the GDP, and enhances quality of life, creating vibrant cities that foster economic growth and attract foreign investors.  Funding the Canada Council is the best way to do this. 
	rec5: Renew the Department of Canadian Heritage Canada Funds – We strongly advocate for the renewal of the Canada Funds as a key priority over the next fiscal year. This fund included Arts Presentation, Cultural Spaces, Endowment and Strategic Initiatives, Arts Training to name a few. The renewal of the programs must be integrated in the 2014 budget as it affects the cultural sector as a whole. If there was any delay to this timeline, it would have significant impacts on beneficiaries of these programs and therefore on the benefits for Canadians.   
	rec6: The recommendation for the renewal of the Canada Funds does not require an increase in spending. This program was initially introduced by the Liberal Government as the Tomorrow Starts Today program which was recognized by the current government as an essential program to stimulate and sustain the cultural sector. We are asking that it is maintained. 
	rec8: Funding is extremely limited for artists and organizations working in film, video, audio and
new media, yet it continues to grow and has an exciting and important role within the social
fabric. As a relatively young art form, media art welcomes the challenge to deepen its roots
and strengthen its support structure by connecting with diverse audiences and working with people from all parts of society.  Not only are the Canadian Heritage funds essential, they need to evolve and adapt to today's current artistic reality. 
	rec9: Reinstate funding that supports independent media art through the Department of Canadian Heritage - Telefilm and the NFB largely support industry productions but their programs for emerging artists and independent works are invaluable. We must reinstate programs that support independent film, video and new media practices to ensure the sustainability of the industry as a whole.  
	rec10: An increasing number of people are turning to media art as a form of creative expression, but the media arts sector has been stifled by cuts in the 2012 federal budget to Telefilm and to the NFB. Prior to that, the Canadian Independent Film and Video Fund, the National Training Program for the Film and Video Sector, and Canadian Culture Online were shut down. The independent sector is recommending that funds be reinstated in order to fuel the creative economy as it pertains to the media arts sector. 
	rec11: There are hundreds of arts organizations throughout Canada such as film, video and new media production, education, distribution centres, festivals, art galleries, and more that employ a significant number of cultural workers, half of whom are under the age of 35.  Additionally, collectively they have audiences in the millions world wide. Small communities across Canada benefit by having these small arts organizations and with new technology, audiences are rapidly expanding and Canadian media art works are able to be seen on every kind of screen imaginable. This is due to public investments. 

	rec7: The beneficiaries that are directly impacted are the organizations, educational institutions, cultural centres, and artists that receive support through these programs. Thousands of jobs are created and the work produced, exhibited and disseminated by these funds is created for the benefit of all Canadians. 
	rec12: Media arts organizations act as incubators for the larger film industry, they also support research and development in the field of digital and electronic media. They offer educational programs such as summer camps for schools and community groups to ensure our youngest citizens acquire skills and the confidence necessary to work in an ever-expanding array of new technologies. 
	rec13: • Investing in art is good for the economy.
• Art is good for health and social well being. 
• Art promotes civic engagement. 
• Art encourages social cohesion and integration by building bridges between various cultural communities including Canada and Quebec.
• Art/culture is intrinsically valued in Canada. 
• Art is what showcases Canada to the world, who we are as a nation, from our geography to our core values as a country.
• The year 2017 marks Canada’s 150th anniversary which will be an essential time to invest in the arts as we examine/celebrate our history, our current cultural identity and in creating an inspired vision for the future of this nation.

Selection of Arts and Culture Articles: 

The economic imperative for investing in arts and culture, by Todd Hirsch, Calgary-based chief economist of ATB Financial and author.
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/the-economic-imperative-for-investing-in-arts-and-culture/article10463290/

Art without Market, Art without Education: Political Economy of Art, by Anton Vidokle, artist and founder of e-flux.
http://www.e-flux.com/journal/art-without-market-art-without-education-political-economy-of-art/

Portland’s New $35 Arts Tax Begins, by Kyle Chayka
http://hyperallergic.com/66285/portlands-new-35-arts-tax-goes-into-action/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+hyperallergic+%28Hyperallergic%29

Brazil to give $25 monthly culture stipend to workers by Rob Maguire
http://artthreat.net/2013/01/brazil-culture-stipend/

Les Canadiens sont pour un soutien gouvernemental aux arts
http://www.ledevoir.com/culture/actualites-culturelles/368011/les-canadiens-sont-pour-un-soutien-gouvernemental-aux-arts

Leonard Cohen accepts Glenn Gould Prize, gives away the $50,000, by Nick Patch http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/music/leonard-cohen-accepts-glenn-gould-prize-gives-away-the-50000/article4178624/

Artists are Dangerous, Essay by Dr. Patrick Finn, a performance expert at the Department of Drama at the University of Calgary http://artsplan.ca/content/artists-are-dangerous


Selection of Arts and Culture Studies / Reports:

The Value of Presenting, A Study of Performing Arts Presentation in Canada http://www.capacoa.ca/valueofpresentingdoc/ValueofPresenting_Final.pdf

Arts and Heritage in Canada: Access and Availability Survey 2012
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/200/301/pwgsc-tpsgc/por-ef/canadian_heritage/2012/089-11-e/report.pdf

Valuing Culture, Measuring and Understanding Canada’s Creative Economy http://hillstrategies.com/content/valuing-culture-0

Arts Research Monitor articles, category = Economic impacts of the arts
http://hillstrategies.com/category/arm-categories/benefits-impacts/economic-impacts-arts

Arts Research Monitor articles, category = Arts funding & finances
http://hillstrategies.com/category/arm-categories/other-topics/arts-funding-finances
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