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Topic:  Education and skills training

*Recommendation 1: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

The NGC recommends an additional investment of $30 million per year to expand graduate
scholarships and internships. Expanding the Canada Graduate Scholarships by $25 million
would fund an additional 1,250 students. Expanding internship initiatives by $5 million so that
graduate students can intern with not-for-profit organizations would fund an additional 125
internships. Supporting graduate-level teaching, research, and experience is critical to build a
foundation for economic and social development, while highly skilled and trained workers
drive innovation.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

$10 million-$99.9 million

5 or more years

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Funding for more Canada Graduate Scholarships should be balanced against existing tax
incentives to employers for research and development. For example, transferring 0.5 percent of
the tax incentives allocated through the Scientific Research and Experimental Development tax
credit to the Canada Graduate Scholarships would provide an additional $25 million per year in
funding.

Making this investment will contribute to the creation of quality jobs, new inventions and patents,
boost productivity, and increase government revenues over the medium- to long-term.




Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

The prospect of lower student debt encourages Canadians to pursue graduate-level
education, while real-world experience will help them find meaningful research jobs or other
high-quality employment. These investments are particularly important for key industry sectors
as Canada's rate of private-sector innovation continues to lag behind that of comparable
countries. Particular regions that would benefit from increased funding include Atlantic
Canada, southwestern Ontario, and Saskatchewan where growing high-tech centres require
more employees with graduate-level skills and training.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Increased funding for graduate scholarships and internships benefits both young Canadians
and employers across Canada, establishes stable, well-paid employment, and boosts
economic growth. The broad impacts are better jobs and higher productivity, while investing in
doctoral students especially will help close the gap in graduation rates vis-a-vis those in peer

countries. Better-funded graduates are also less likely to have student debt, making them
more able to contribute economically.

Topic: Education and skills training

Recommendation 2: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

The NGC recommends expand eligibility of the Canada Student Grants Program to include
graduate students. The creation of the CSGP made a significant impact on access to
post-secondary education for college and undergraduate students. Many students decide to
not pursue or complete graduate-level education specifically because of high debts upon

graduation. Having access to the CSGP will encourage completion of Masters and PhD
studies.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

S10 million-$99.9 million

Immediately




Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Funding for eligibility of the Canada Student Grants Program to include graduate students
should be balanced against existing tax incentives to employers for research and
development. For example, transferring one percent of the tax incentives allocated through
the Scientific Research and Experimental Development program to the Canada Graduate
Scholarships would provide an additional $50 million per year in funding.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

Improved financial support for graduate students will help to offset the impacts of rising tuition
fees and higher levels of student debt. While Canada has one of the highest post-secondary
attainment levels in the world, this is largely due to the free CEGEP system in Québec.
Canada's doctoral completion rate lags behind all other peer countries. By expanding access
to need-based grants, students can focus on completing their research. In turn, Canadians will

be more qualified and will help fuel research and innovation in both the public and private
sectors.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

This support will reduce Canada's lagging PhD completion rates, making Canada more
competitive globally for research and innovation, and will ensure that valuable investment is
not wasted when students prematurely end their studies for financial reasons. Higher
attainment rates will support research and development work throughout the country, help to
lower the youth unemployment rate, and produce long-term payoff in tax revenues.

Topic: Innovation and commercialization

Recommendation 3: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

The Canadian government must continue to invest in programs and initiatives that create
guality jobs and lay the foundations for the long-term economic, social, and cultural
development of Canadians. The NGC recommends that an additional $150 million be invested
in base funding for basic research through SSHRC, NSERC, and CIHR for each of the next
three years. This funding should be non-designated and be allocated based on a peer-review
process.




Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

S$100 million -$499.9 million

3 years

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your

recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Making this investment will help to improve graduate-level education and training, develop
guality jobs, generate new inventions and patents, boost productivity, and increase
government revenues over the medium- to long-term. Funding for this should be reallocated
from the overly generous Scientific Research and Experimental Development tax credit, as
recommended by the Jenkins Report and the Canadian Council of the Academies.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

Increased base funding for basic research for all three granting councils will support
high-quality, competitive, and innovative work at Canada's public universities and research
institutes. Faculty, students, and post-doctoral fellows will be able to continue cutting edge

research, the results of which will be used by industry to develop new products and services
for the market.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Investing in independent peer-review research will serve the public interest by advancing
knowledge and innovation, which facilitates the current economic recovery underway and
assures Canada's long-term prosperity. Basic research fuels all innovation in Canada but is
rarely pursued by the for-profit sector. Public investments into basic research at public
institutions will build the bedrock of innovation in Canada.




Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

Record-high levels of student debt and a post-secondary education system that is out of
reach for an increasing number of Canadians threaten Canada’s long-term prosperity.
Canadian youth unemployment is double that of the general population. The baby boomer
generation is working longer or re-entering the workforce after retirement, making it difficult
for new graduates to find jobs. With current federal student debt at over $15 billion, not
including provincial or private debt, Canadian youth are now the most indebted generation in
the country’s history. This debt will have far-reaching implications for Canada’s economy and
socio-economic equality.

In the absence of national policy on post-secondary education, provinces have the ability to
set tuition fees at whatever level they see fit. These provincial policies have resulted in
students facing significantly different challenges in accessing higher education depending on
the province they are studying in. This disparity threatens Canada’s long-term economic
stability and social equality, and also impacts regional development and economic growth.

Three decades of public funding that has failed to keep up with enrolment growth has had a
notable impact on students’ education experience. Class sizes have increased while repairs
to infrastructure have gone largely unaddressed. Average tuition fees have increased at three
times the rate of inflation in the last year alone. As the primary lenders of student loans, the
federal government must take decisive action to progressively reduce student debt. While the
current funding model is unsustainable, the above recommendations prove realistic options
are within reach.

Investments in students, colleges, and universities are investments in Canada’s future.
Taking advantage of Canada’s current relative economic strength, compared to other
industrialised countries, requires leadership at the federal level. The above recommendations
are required to build and maintain a strong post-secondary education system that ensures a
prosperous, equitable future for generations to come.

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided
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