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Topic:  children, youth and families

*Recommendation 1: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

» Develop a Coordinated National Action Plan on Violence Against Women

Concerted action on the Harper government’s 2011 Throne Speech commitment to “address
the problem of violence against women and girls” is over due. As the country’s largest single
provider of shelter to women facing violence, YWCA Canada recommends that, with
significant input from the women'’s violence services sector, the federal government initiate a
process to develop a national action plan on violence against women that coordinates policies
and services at all three levels of government and closes existing service gaps.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

S1 billion or more

5 or more years

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Domestic violence costs Canada $7.4 billion per year including direct costs of $1.9 billion
(Justice Canada, 2012). Sexual assaults add $546 million annually in direct costs, and $1.9
billion in total - a combined annual cost $334 per Canadian. In 2011-12 the federal
government spent $79.9 million on violence programs and services; $2.77 per person

or .82% of the cost. An effective national action plan would reduce prevalence, impacts, and
multi-billion dollar costs. Fiscal 2014 investments would be administrative and minimal. Future
year investments would be offset by reduced costs.




Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

Implementation of an effective national plan to reduce violence would benefit the estimated
one in four women in Canada who will experience intimate partner violence in her lifetime
(WHO, 2013). That is roughly 25% of women in Canada, and 12.5% of the total population.
The 75,000-100,000 women and children who leave home for a shelter for abused women
each year would also benefit, as would homeless teenage girls, as a majority leave to escape
sexual abuse. With the prevalence of violence in northern communities, women, children and
communities across northern Canada could benefit dramatically.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Approximately two-thirds of women who leave abuse for an emergency shelter lose their
employment. Women who leave abusive relationships rely on food banks at 20 times the
national average for as long as three years after leaving the abusive situation.
Implementation of this recommendation would dramatically improve the standard of living of
women experiencing or at risk of violence, and that of their children. Employers would see a
reduction in work days lost to violence. Reducing a $7 billion drain on the economy would
improve the standard of living of Canadians generally.

Topic:  Employment, labour markets and unions

Recommendation 2: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

* Increase Access to Affordable, Quality Child Care

The federal government needs to act to increase access to affordable, quality child care for
children and families. Lack of affordable child care options throughout a large part of Canada
constitutes the biggest barrier to women's participation in the workforce, particularly if they are
sole parents. Access to low-cost affordable child acre increases women's participation in the

work force, reduces dependence on social assistance and increases GDP, in addition to
improving the life opportunities of children.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

<$499,999

5 or more years




Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Improving access to affordable child care has a positive impact on revenues collected, and
generates financial profits for government. Quebec’s investment in low-cost child care
generates $104 for that provincial government for every $100 invested, and $43 for the
federal government without any federal investment in the program. The federal government
can expect similar benefits from engaging other provinces in increasing access to affordable,
quality child care, making child care a revenue positive program.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

Families will benefit across Canada, but the most startling improvements will come in the lives
of single mothers and their children. We can expect increased participation of women in the
labour force, more financial independence for women, reduction in family welfare dependency,
and in child poverty. Based on the Quebec experience, employment rates for mothers with
children under the age of 6 will increase 22% and remain high, the number of single mothers
on social assistance will be cut in half (55% reduction), and their after-tax median income will
rise by 81% (Fortin et al, 2012).

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

GDP reacts in proportion to the increase in the number of people employed (Solow, 1956). If
employment grows 2%, then GDP will grow 2%. Quebec experienced 69, 700 additional
mothers at work with the introduction of low-cost child care programs; GDP rose 1.7% and
$5.1 billion. The same benefits nationally would yield a $22 billion increase in Canada’s GDP
in the first decade of the program. It is also possible that predictable access to affordable
child care would increase Canada’s birth rate and go some way to addressing the general
aging of the population.

Topic: Poor, poverty and income inequality

Recommendation 3: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

* Increase the National Child Benefit

The federal government should increase the National Child Benefit (NCB) to a maximum of
$5400 per child per year. In the absence of a national strategy to reduce poverty, enhancing
the child benefit for low income families is an effective tool to reduce poverty. Families report
that the NCB helps to pay rent and utilities, or buy food and essential health supplies. The
NCB has a good record of lowering family poverty rates, alleviating the poverty of 70,300
families, including 154,000 children, in a single year (Campaign 2000, 2012).




Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

S$100 million -$499.9 million

1 year

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

The federal government should streamline tax system supports for families into a single larger
child benefit that would substantially reduce poverty. The Universal Child Benefit should be
absorbed into the National Child Benefit (NCB) and eliminated as a separate payment.
Resources now directed to the regressive Child Tax and Child Fitness Tax Credits should be
redirected to the NCB. A simulation model estimates that with these adjustments, the

additional cost of raising the maximum NCB to $5,400 would be reduced to $174 million
annually (Campaign 2000, 2012).

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

The benefits of this change would flow directly to low income children and families. Streamlining
current family and child tax credits into a single one, dispersed on a sliding scale based on
income to a maximum of $5,400 per year, would lift 174,000 children and their families out of
poverty. Coupled with full-time work at $11/hour, the enhanced benefit would enable a single
parent with one child to move out of poverty. The child poverty rate would be reduced by 15%.
This would also eliminate multiple layers of administration which increase red tape and expense.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Poverty costs Canada $72-$86 billion per year and heavily impacts children’s day to day lives
and potential life outcomes (Laurie, 2008). It increases health care costs, spending on social
support services and lost productivity while limiting personal opportunities. Growing up in
poverty compromises dignity, mental health, well-being and life chances. Canada’s economy
would gain stability from greater social equality and lower levels of poverty. Eradicating

poverty is integral to economic stewardship, improving social cohesion and enhancing social
justice.




Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

YWCA Canada encourages the federal government to use the following strategies in the
2013 Pre-Budget Consultation to increase fiscal sustainability and economic growth, support
Canadians who are vulnerable to violence and poverty and maximize employment
opportunities:

* Reduce Violence Against Women

* Increase Access to Affordable, Quality Child Care

* Increase the National Child Benefit

We also encourage the government to recognize that a gender lens is necessary to a
balanced budget process.

Building a prosperous future for our country requires building a prosperous future for women
and girls in Canada. Women make up the majority of Canada’s population, are a steadily
increasing portion of a workforce that is essentially comprised equally of men and women,
and are the majority of Canada’s university graduates. Canada needs the full engagement of
women in our highly skilled workforce.

We appreciate the opportunity to present these initiatives in the 2014 Budget development
process.

Please note: It would have been very helpful to have "women" identified in one of the
categories on the drop down menu. Without that, the best option for our major
recommendation on violence against women was to select "Children, youth and families"
which leaves out single adult women, and fails to recognize gender-based violence.

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided
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