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[English]

The Clerk of the Committee (Mr. Leif-Erik Aune): Honourable
members, I see a quorum. My name is Leif-Erik Aune. I'm the clerk
of your committee.

I must inform members that the clerk of the committee can only
receive motions for the election of the chair. The clerk cannot receive
other types of motions, cannot entertain points of order, nor
participate in debate.

We can now proceed with the election of the chair. Pursuant to
Standing Order 106(2), the chair must be a member of the official
opposition. I am ready to receive motions for the chair.

[Translation]

Hon. Steven Blaney (Bellechasse—Les Etchemins—Lévis,
CPC): I nominate Tom Lukiwski.

The Clerk: Mr. Blaney has nominated Mr. Lukiwski.
Are there any further motions?
[English]
No. Is it the pleasure of the committee to adopt the motion?
Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

The Clerk: The motion is carried and Mr. Lukiwski is duly
elected chair of the committee.

Sir, would you like to take the chair?

The Chair (Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Moose Jaw—Lake Centre—
Lanigan, CPC)): Thank you very much and good afternoon,
everyone.

I noticed when I was speaking with Frank a few moments ago that
this is a unique committee. Even though we have over 200 new
members in Parliament this year, this committee only has three
returning members: myself, Madam Ratansi, and Monsieur Blaney.

I welcome all of you new to Parliament. Erin and I know each
other, both being from Saskatchewan. I am pleased to say I'm
looking forward to chairing this committee. I think it's going to be a
good committee.

Traditionally this has been fairly non-partisan, although over time
there has been the odd controversial issue that has appeared before
the committee, as Madam Ratansi would know, having been a chair

of this committee. The studies and the work that we do affects all
parliamentarians and all levels of government within all ministries.

I think we should be able to get along well. I certainly pledge to
you I'll be doing my utmost to make sure I'm as fair as possible in all
rulings. That's the way I like to operate. We're not looking to try to
gain any political strokes here, at least not from the chair. I am
looking forward to working with all of you over the course of the
next months and hopefully years to come.

With that, I would like to recommend that the clerk of this
committee now move on to the appointment of the vice-chairs.

The Clerk: Pursuant to Standing Order 106(2), the first vice-chair
must be a member of the government party. I'm now prepared to
receive motions for the first vice-chair.

Mr. Francis Drouin (Glengarry—Prescott—Russell, Lib.): I'd
like to nominate Ms. Yasmin Ratansi as vice-chair.

The Clerk: Monsieur Drouin has moved that Yasmin Ratansi be
elected as first vice-chair of the committee.

Are there further motions? Seeing none, is it the pleasure of the
committee to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

The Clerk: Yasmin Ratansi has been duly elected first vice-chair
of the committee.

Pursuant to Standing Order 106(2) the second vice-chair must be a
member of an opposition party other than the official opposition. I'm
now ready to receive motions for the second vice-chair.

Mr. David Graham (Laurentides—Labelle, Lib.): I nominate
Mr. Erin Weir as the second vice-chair.

The Clerk: David Graham has nominated Erin Weir. Are there
other motions?

Seeing none, is it the pleasure of the committee to adopt the
motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed,
(Motion agreed to)

The Clerk: Mr. Weir, you are the second vice-chair, sir.
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The Chair: I'll ask for the will of the committee. We have a
number of routine motions and all of you probably have copies of
them in front of you. Most of them are fairly pro forma, but there's
two that I think will have the interest of this committee and I would
suggest that we perhaps deal with those now.

The first is the length of time and the rotation for questioning
witnesses. I know there has been a suggestion brought forward by
the government as to the rotation length of time for questioning for a
traditional meeting of approximately 50 minutes. For new members I
would point out that these committees meet for a two-hour period.
Many times witnesses are brought in for one-hour blocks. If that is
the case, normally the committees allow up to ten minutes for
opening comments, and then the remaining 50 minutes would be for
questioning from the committee. The government has proposed a
rotation list and a timeframe, but the Standing Committee on
Procedure and House Affairs has also adopted a separate rotation and
timeframe. I would ask that if there are any comments we can deal
with them now, but I would think it would be in the best interest of
this committee if we could determine, before we leave this
afternoon's meeting, which one of those two rotations and time
allocations we would take. I would invite anyone who has a question
or a comment to identify yourself.

The clerk has informed me that the routine commissions are the
routine motions that were adopted by the last Parliament's
committee. Does everyone have a copy of the government's
submission as to rotation and length of time?

The Clerk: It hasn't been distributed yet, sir.
The Chair: It has not been distributed?

Erin, can I just ask you straight out, have you seen the proposed
rotation list for questioning and the length of time allocated?

® (1540)

Mr. Erin Weir (Regina—Lewvan, NDP): I haven't seen it in
writing. We have heard some things about it, but no I haven't seen it.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi (Don Valley East, Lib.): The clerk has extra
copies.

The Chair: Has the government all seen your own submission? 1
think we're all fine except for Mr. Weir.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Only Mr. Weir needs one.

The Chair: The opposition has copies and Erin has one now.
Erin, do you have both the government's suggested rotation and the
rotation agreed upon by PROC?

Mr. Erin Weir: Yes.

The Chair: Does anyone want to either open up discussion or
perhaps make a motion? As I told Madam Ratansi, I'm speaking a
little bit out of turn here as the chair, but I can say that the opposition
has met. We've taken a look at both these submissions, both the
government's proposal and the one adopted by PROC. The
opposition has no issue with either one. I'm just looking for
someone to make a recommendation and a motion.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: I move that we adopt the time for opening
remarks and questioning as presented by the government.

The Chair: Monsieur Blaney.

[Translation]

Hon. Steven Blaney: Mr. Chair, I would like to offer a quick
reminder while our colleague is looking over the proposal. As a
member of the committee, | always expect to receive documents in
both official languages when they are formally distributed to the
committee.

Thank you.

[English]
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Mr. Chair, it is in both languages.
The Chair: Erin, any questions or comments?

Mr. Erin Weir: I think we're good with the PROC recommenda-
tion.

The Chair: All right.
We have a motion on the floor to adopt the government
submission. I would ask for any further comments.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: If Mr. Weir wants the PROC recommenda-
tion, which is seven-seven-seven-seven, that gives you one extra
minute. We have—

Mr. David Graham: PROC lets the Liberals go first.
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: No, we're fine.
Mr. David Graham: No, but that PROC is different.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Okay. So the PROC submission is Liberal,
Conservative, NDP, and Liberal; then Conservative, Liberal,
Conservative, Liberal, and NDP. If you're fine with that, we have
no problem.

Mr. Chair, we are flexible.

The Chair: Mr. Weir, the NDP would like the Procedure and
House Affairs committee submission.

Mr. Erin Weir: Yes, we would go with the PROC submission.

The Chair: We do have a motion upon the floor. We need to vote,
unless the government wants to withdraw its motion.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: I will withdraw that motion.
The Chair: All right.

The clerk, quite correctly, has suggested that it would be helpful if
we could have the entire motion read into the record.

If we're going to go with PROC, Erin, could I have you please
make a motion to adopt the Procedure and House Affairs rotation
and time?

Mr. Erin Weir: Sure, I'm happy to make a motion that we adopt
the Procedure and House Affairs recommendation on the time
allocation for this committee.

® (1545)
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: And speaking rotation.
The Chair: And speaking rotation.
Mr. Erin Weir: That's correct.
The Chair: Seconded by Mr. Whalen? Okay.

(Motion agreed to [See Minutes of Proceedings])
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The Chair: The second point that I think would be helpful to the
committee is if we could determine whether or not we need a
subcommittee on agenda and procedure.

Just in the way of background for new members, committees
themselves determine how they wish to set their own agenda. It can
be done one of two ways. We could adopt a subcommittee, which
many committees do, composed of the chair of the committee, the
two vice-chairs, and a further member from the official opposition.
The subcommittee would meet on an ad hoc basis to discuss future
business for the committee. They would normally agree by
consensus on what studies or business this committee should be
engaged in and bring that back to the full committee for ratification.

The second method would be to have the full committee discuss
what business we want to deal with.

It's a matter of whether or not we take a subcommittee approach to
it, which is obviously a smaller committee, and some would suggest
more efficient, or do it as a full committee.

Are there any comments? I look to the government to open that.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: In the past, when we were in opposition, we
adopted the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure because it
keeps the focus, and you can bring back all the information that you
want to the committee at large. This does not disallow the committee
to vote on it, as they have the right to.

I think a small committee determining the agenda would be a
better fit. We have a long list of agencies, boards, and everything
under our belt. It would help if we kept that process.

The Chair: Thank you.
Any other comments?

Would you care to put that in the form of a motion?
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Yes.

That the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure be established and be
composed of the Chair, the two Vice-Chairs, and one government member.

Hon. Steven Blaney: I support that.

The Chair: Monsieur Blaney seconds that.

(Motion agreed to)

The whip of the party will determine which one of you
gentlemen....

Mr. Kelly McCauley (Edmonton West, CPC): Sorry, did I hear
wrong that the motion said it would be a government member?

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Yes.
The Chair: No, an opposition member.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: No, I said “government member”. That's
what is written on my agenda and procedure, maybe.

The Chair: I'm going from last year, Madame Ratansi, and that
was the government.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Yes, it was the government, and I'm
looking at the previous session.

The Chair: This just says “Conservative”, but it was previously.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Yes, so it is government.

The Chair: Once you have determined who that additional
member is, you can let the clerk know.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Sure.

The Chair: The only other question I would have for the clerk
right now is whether there are any outstanding issues from the
previous Parliament that are left unresolved or studies that the
previous committee recommended be passed along to this
committee.

The Clerk: From the perspective of procedure and administration,
there are several remaining routine motions that committees
ordinarily consider and adopt, regarding the services of the Library
of Parliament, meeting without a quorum, the distribution of
documents, working meals, and others. A complete list of those
routine motions adopted by this standing committee in the last
session has been distributed to each member. It's in a bilingual
column format.

If members wish to either propose or discuss those routine
motions, that then would be the normal practice of the committee.
Regarding any substantive work, I would propose waiting until after
the committee has made up its mind on whether to retain the services
of the Library of Parliament before considering the substantive work
of the committee.

The Chair: I should also point out that the routine motions you've
seen that were adopted by this committee in the previous Parliament
are pretty pro forma. They are usually the same routine motions that
are adopted by the vast majority of committees. For example, on
“Analysts services”, it's as follows:

That the Committee retain the services of one or more analysts from the Library of
Parliament to assist it in its work.

This is very necessary, obviously.

There are things we've already dealt with, such as the time and
opening remarks of witnesses, working meals, meeting without a
quorum, etc. I don't have to go through the entire list, because you
have them in front of you.
® (1550)

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Just go one by one and table it. That way, it
is on the record, so there's no confusion.

The Chair: If you wish to deal with it in that manner, we can. We
can do it as a package. Why don't we start at the beginning, then,
with “Analysts services”?

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: So moved.

The Chair: All in favour?

(Motion agreed to)

The Chair: We do have analysts in the room with us. I invite
them now to come and sit with us at the head of the table.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Mr. Chair, taking up on your suggestion,
would you like a block motion to go through?

The Chair: That's what I was referring to earlier.

The only point I would make to all members—and the clerk
pointed this out again—is on point three, “Witnesses belonging to
the same organization”. Apparently, only that routine motion was
adopted only by this committee.
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The chair has the power to determine some of the things contained
in that one motion, so what I would like to do, perhaps, since this
was a routine motion of the previous Parliament, is to go down to
point five, “Meeting without a quorum”, continue on until we finish
on “Notice of motion”, and then go back to “Witnesses belonging to
the same organization”, since it was so unique. Does that meet with
the agreement of the committee?

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Yes.
The Chair: We're at “Meeting without a quorum”.
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: So moved.

The Chair: All in favour?
(Motion agreed to [See Minutes of Proceedings))

The Chair: Next is “Documents distribution”.
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: So moved.

The Chair: All in favour?

(Motion agreed to [See Minutes of Proceedings))
The Chair: Number seven is “Working meals”.
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: So moved.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: They're not waking up, so I have to say “so
moved”.

The Chair: All in favour?
(Motion agreed to [See Minutes of Proceedings))

The Chair: Next is “Travel accommodation and living expenses
of witnesses”.
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: So moved.

The Chair: All in favour?
(Motion agreed to [See Minutes of Proceedings))

The Chair: Next is “Access to in camera meetings”.
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: So moved.
The Chair: All in favour?

(Motion agreed to [See Minutes of Proceedings))

The Chair: Next is “Transcripts of in camera meetings”.
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: So moved.

The Chair: All in favour?
(Motion agreed to [See Minutes of Proceedings))

The Chair: Finally, we have “Notice of motion”.
Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: So moved.

The Chair: All in favour?

(Motion agreed to [See Minutes of Proceedings])
The Chair: Now we can go back just quickly to “Witnesses
belonging to the same organization”.

Madam Ratansi, perhaps I could ask you to make comments, since
this apparently was the only committee that adopted this particular

routine motion. Can you give us some background as to why the
committee felt that it would be in its best interest to adopt this, if you
can recall?

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Mr. Chair, | wasn't here from 2011 to 2014,
so I'm not sure which committee adopted it. Was it the committee
during 2011?

The Chair: It was in the last session.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: That means I wasn't here.

The Chair: We can take a quick look at it.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Yes, if the analysts or somebody can shed
light on it, because I don't remember seeing this. We used to group
everybody together, so I have no idea.

The Chair: Yes, I'm not sure. Frankly, I can't understand the
relevance of this and why the committee adopted it in the last
session. I don't think we have any corporate knowledge of this,
frankly.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: If we don't, is it possible to delete it?

The Chair: I believe we probably could.

If we do not adopt it now, it will not be part of the package of
routine motions. However, in the future, the committee can always
revisit routine motions any time it wishes. If you wish to just ignore
that and go on as every other standing committee does, and if we see
a need to adopt this sometime in the future, the committee can
certainly recommend it. We can discuss it and vote upon it then.

® (1555)

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: I concur with you, because I see no reason
for such a motion to be there.

The Chair: Yes. Frankly, I can't understand it, unless there's
somebody who sees a reason.

Mr. Ramez Ayoub (Thérése-De Blainville, Lib.): Is there no
history for that?

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: No.

Mr. Ramez Ayoub: Nothing? Nobody knows why it's there?

The Chair: Not here.

Mr. Ramez Ayoub: Are you serious?

The Chair: Seriously—

An hon. member: Then we won't miss it.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi: Mr. Chair, I've reread it. It will confuse the
living daylights out of the committee itself, so we might as well
remove it.

The Chair: All agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

The Chair: Since we now have a Subcommittee on Agenda and
Procedure, I would suggest that the subcommittee meet at its earliest
opportunity and perhaps invite the analysts to see if they have any
other information they could bring to us from the previous
Parliament as to ongoing studies. If that is the case, the chair then
will call the meeting of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
after consultation with all parties, particularly the government and
Mr. Weir. We'll have that sometime in the next 24 to 48 hours,
hopefully.
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We have a meeting established for this coming Thursday. That's Some hon. members: Agreed.
our regular sitting time, but until such time as we have an agenda, it
will be at the call of the chair. Does that meet with the approval of The Chair: Okay. Not seeing any further questions, I call this
the committee? meeting adjourned.
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