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® (1830)
[Translation]

The Chair (Mr. Emmanuel Dubourg (Bourassa, Lib.)): I call
this meeting to order.

Welcome to the fourth meeting of the Standing Committee on
Veterans Affairs.

Pursuant to the motion adopted on February 8, 2022, the commit-
tee is meeting to study the desecration of monuments honouring
veterans.

[English]

Today's meeting is taking place in a hybrid format pursuant to
the House order of November 25, 2021. Members are attending in
person in the room and remotely using the Zoom application. The
proceedings will be made available via the House of Commons
website. Just so that you aware, the webcast will always show the
person speaking rather than the entirety of the committee.

Today's meeting is also taking place in a webinar format. Webi-
nars are for public committee meetings and are available only to
members, their staff and witnesses. Members enter immediately as
active participants. All functionalities for active participants remain
the same. Staff will be non-active participants and can therefore on-
ly view the meeting in gallery view.

I would like to take the opportunity to remind all participants at
this meeting that screenshots or taking photos of your screen are
not permitted.

When speaking, please speak slowly and clearly. When you are
not speaking, your mike should be on mute.

As a final reminder, all comments by members and witnesses
should be addressed through the Chair.

[Translation]

With respect to the list of speakers, the clerk of the committee
and I will do our best to maintain the speaking order for all mem-
bers, whether they're attending the meeting in person or remotely.

I will let you know, as usual, when you have about a minute left
and your time is up, so that you can wrap up, please.

I'd now like to welcome our witnesses. They're with us for the
duration of the meeting, until 8:30 p.m.

We have with us, from the Department of National Defence,
Stephen Harris, chief historian with the directorate of history and
heritage; from the Department of Public Works and Government

Services, Stéphan Déry, assistant deputy minister with the real
property services branch; and from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, Crystal Garrett-Baird, acting assistant deputy minister with
strategic policy and commemoration.

We'll move to opening statements from the witnesses. Each
group will have five minutes for their presentation, and then we'll
move on to questions from members. I know that Stephen Harris,
from the Department of National Defence, won't be making any
opening remarks.

Without further ado, I would invite Stéphan Déry from the De-
partment of Public Works and Government Services to make his
opening remarks.

Mr. Déry, you have exactly five minutes for your presentation.
® (1835)
[English]

Go ahead, please.

[Translation]

Mr. Stéphan Déry (Assistant Deputy Minister, Real Property
Services Branch, Department of Public Works and Government
Services): Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

Good evening, everyone.

I am pleased to appear before this committee for the first time as
assistant deputy minister for the real property services branch at
Public Services and Procurement Canada, or PSPC, to discuss the
important role PSPC plays in protecting and maintaining the Na-
tional War Memorial, as well as the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

PSPC manages one of the largest and most diverse portfolios of
real estate in the country and is the Government of Canada's real
estate expert.

PSPC provides safe, healthy and productive working environ-
ments for over 260,000 federal employees across Canada, including
accommodation to parliamentarians and a full range of real proper-
ty services.

We are also custodian of special purpose and iconic assets, in-
cluding bridges, dams and monuments such as the National War
Memorial and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
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[English]

This monument is deeply symbolic and important to Canadians,
as it recognizes the sacrifices of all Canadian Armed Forces person-
nel who have served Canada and helped the country become what it
is today, including Corporal Nathan Cirillo, who passed away at the
site during the tragic event of October 22, 2014.

PSPC shares custodianship of the National War Memorial site
with the National Capital Commission, and both organizations take
great pride in playing an important role in the maintenance of the
site. Over time, PSPC has developed important partnerships with
the NCC, the Ottawa Police Service and the parliamentary precinct
security operations centre, as well as with key stakeholders such as
the Department of National Defence and Veterans Affairs Canada,
to ensure appropriate coordination of security-related matters at or
near the site. Ensuring the safety and security of the site is a joint
effort, but ultimately the policing of the site is under the jurisdiction
of the Ottawa Police Service. All security-related incidents, includ-
ing any desecrations, are reported to the Ottawa Police Service im-
mediately for their action.

Unfortunately, given the national significance of the National
War Memorial, it can be perceived as a strategic target by some
groups, including protestors, which has occasionally resulted in
damage to the monument and otherwise disrespectful behaviour.
Protests such as the occupation of the National War Memorial site
from July 2020 to October 2020 by organizations known as “the
Canadian revolution” and the ongoing convoy protests require a
delicate balance between applying our authority under the Public
Works nuisances regulations and the need to balance jurisdiction,
legislation, the right to protest and human rights.

Following the occupation of the site in 2020, PSPC acknowl-
edged that similar incidents were likely to become more frequent in
the future. As a mitigation measure, PSPC developed a security in-
cident playbook designed to facilitate an effective and coordinated
response among stakeholders to similar events impacting monu-
ments, buildings, engineering and/or architectural assets under the
custodianship of PSPC. Over the last few weeks, PSPC has used
the playbook to guide their actions in an attempt to mitigate risks
and damage to monuments and buildings in Ottawa's downtown
core.

Notably, PSPC, at the request of the City of Ottawa and the
NCC, has installed temporary fencing and barriers around several
monuments, including the National War Memorial, the National
Aboriginal Veterans Monument and the Monument to Canadian
Fallen to ensure their integrity and prevent them from damage and
vandalism.

® (1840)

[Translation]

In closing, I want to stress that there is no excuse for the desecra-
tion of national monuments. Public Services and Procurement
Canada will continue to work with its partners to ensure that these
important monuments are safeguarded from damage and otherwise
disrespectful behaviour.

I am confident that the lessons learned as part of the govern-
ment's response to the aforementioned situations at the National

War Memorial will be helpful to guide future decision-making re-
garding the protection of monuments, and that it will help this com-
mittee in its study.

Thank you for inviting me to appear. I am happy to take your
questions.

The Chair: Thank you very much, Mr. Déry.
[English]
Now let's go to Ms. Garrett-Baird for her allocution.

Please open your mike. You have five minutes.

Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird (Acting Assistant Deputy Minis-
ter, Strategic Policy and Commemoration, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs): Good evening, Mr. Chair and members of the com-
mittee.

[Translation]

Thank you for inviting me to join you today.
[English]

I would like to begin by acknowledging that the land I speak to
you from is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit
Mi'kmaq first nation.

I also want to take a moment to recognize that today is National
Flag of Canada Day, a day to reflect on what the flag means to each
of us. It was Canadian Second World War veteran, George Stanley,
who designed our national flag.

[Translation]

Thank you for your concern about Canada's national monuments
that honour veterans, such as the National War Memorial, the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier, and the National Aboriginal Veterans
Monument, all of which are sacred and symbolic.

[English]

In addition to providing benefits and services to support the well-
being of veterans and their families, the department has a mandate
to keep alive the memory of the achievements and sacrifices of
those who served Canada in times of war, military conflict and
peace. We do so by engaging Canadians of all ages in paying trib-
ute to veterans and those who died in service, ensuring that the
legacy of their tremendous contributions to peace and freedom are
preserved for generations to come.



February 15, 2022

ACVA-04 3

Veterans Affairs Canada fulfills this core responsibility through
two distinct programs. The Canada remembers program ensures
that those who served in Canada's military efforts are honoured,
and that the memory of their sacrifices and achievements is pre-
served. This is done through ceremonies, events, honours, awards
and telling the stories of brave Canadians who have served.

The funeral and burial program provides financial assistance for
the funeral, burial and grave marking expenses of qualified veter-
ans.

[Translation]

Our commemoration work requires working closely with part-
ners and stakeholders, including other federal institutions, veterans
organizations, non-governmental organizations, municipalities,
schools and museums. Our partner organizations share our commit-
ment to honouring those who have served Canada. I'll talk more
about this collaboration with respect to memorials in a moment.

[English]
The Chair: Just a second, please. Mr. Rogers, go ahead.

Mr. Churence Rogers (Bonavista—Burin—Trinity, Lib.): Mr.
Chair, I'm having a hard time understanding the translation, because
the volume is comparable to what the speaker is saying, so it's not
very clear at all. Can they adjust the sound there?

Thank you.
The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Rogers.

I'm going to ask the clerk to verify with the technicians to see if
this can be resolved.

Please wait, Ms. Garrett-Baird. It won't be long.

The Clerk of the Committee (Mr. Cédric Taquet): I'm sorry to
interrupt you, Ms. Garrett-Baird, but please make sure that when
you speak, you have the floor selected. I think that's why we've got
the same volume for English and French.

® (1845)
The Chair: Thank you.

Let's go back to Ms. Garrett-Baird. You have more than two min-
utes left.

Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird: Monuments and cenotaphs recog-
nize the commitment and sacrifices of Canadians who have served.
They are a public space to remember the selfless duty of Canadians
who have bravely put their lives on the line in the defence of peace
and freedom. These monuments and cenotaphs also give future
generations an opportunity to learn and remember.

The National War Memorial, also called “The Response”, was
built after the First World War and symbolizes the sacrifices of all
Canadians who have served in the cause of peace and freedom. It is
the site of Canada's annual national Remembrance Day ceremony,
organized by the Royal Canadian Legion. It was also the site where
Corporal Nathan Cirillo tragically passed away on October 22,
2014.

Over the years, the highly visible and prolific memorial has been
rededicated to include other conflicts and missions. The Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier was added to the memorial in 2000 and

serves as a reminder to all Canadians of the human cost of our
country's commitment to peace and freedom. The richly symbolic
National Aboriginal Veterans Monument was unveiled in 2001. The
sculpture is a tribute to the many indigenous peoples who served
for, and defended the freedom of our country over the years. It re-
flects traditional—

The Clerk: Ms. Garrett-Baird, I'm sorry to interrupt you. The in-
terpreters are asking me if you could just hold your boom mike a
little farther from your mouth. It's too close right now.

Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird: Thank you.

These monuments and several others located in the national capi-
tal region are visible records of our identity as a nation. The Na-
tional Capital Commission plays an important role in protecting
these cultural assets, and managing them as part of Canada's legacy.

[Translation]

Public Services and Procurement Canada, or PSPC, acts as the
custodian and maintains the National War Memorial site, the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier and the National Aboriginal Veterans
Monument.

[English]

As a key stakeholder, Veterans Affairs Canada works with the
National Capital Commission and PSPC concerning the National
War Memorial, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, National Aboriginal
Veterans Monument and other commemorative structures. We
closely work with other partners, as well, to organize ceremonies
and events for commemorative milestones.

I want to take this time to thank PSPC and the National Capital
Commission for their work and support on commemoration and
over the past number of weeks. These updates have enabled us to
keep our stakeholders informed.

We know the situation in recent weeks has been challenging, and
our priority is the health and well-being of our veterans.

Thank you for your time today. It has been a pleasure.

The Chair: Thank you very much.
Now we're going to start the round of questions.
[Translation]

I would like to ask members to say, when they ask their ques-
tions, who it's for because we have officials from three depart-
ments: the Department of National Defence, Public Services and
Procurement Canada and the Department of Veterans Affairs.
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Before we go to the first question, I'm going to give the floor to
Luc Desilets, who wants to say something.

Mr. Luc Desilets (Riviére-des-Mille-les, BQ): Yes, Mr. Chair.

Could you tell us how we are going to get ahead of the votes
tonight? I think the bells are going to ring at 8:00 p.m. Are we go-
ing to wait until 8:30 p.m.?

The Chair: Here's what I wanted to suggest to committee mem-
bers.

The bells should ring at 8:00 p.m., but we know the vote is at
8:30 p.m. So I was going to ask all members if they wanted to con-
tinue the meeting for about 15 minutes and stop around 8:15 p.m.
so that we could use our cellphones to vote.

I would like the committee's consent, but I was planning to do
that as soon as the bells ring. It could be 8:00 p.m. or 8:05 p.m. The
clerk will notify me as soon as the bells ring, and I will seek the
consent of all committee members to that effect.

® (1850)
The Chair: Thank you very much.

The first questions will be asked by the committee's first
vice-chair.

[English]

Monsieur Caputo, the floor is yours for six minutes. Please go
ahead.

[Translation]

Mr. Frank Caputo (Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo, CPC):
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

[English]

Thank you all for attending. Chief historian and both assistant
deputy ministers, like most Canadians, I was very much disturbed
by what we have seen. I rose in the House of Commons two Mon-
days ago to reflect how I felt.

This message is for all three witnesses. I'm going to read out
some language, because we're looking at how we should best move
forward. The question relates to subsection 430(4.11) of the Crimi-
nal Code, which says:

Everyone who commits mischief in relation to property that is a building, struc-
ture or part thereof that primarily serves as a monument to honour persons who
were killed or died as a consequence of a war, including a war memorial or
cenotaph, or an object associated with honouring or remembering those persons
that is located in or on the grounds of such a building or structure, or a cemetery

is guilty of an indictable offence or an offence punishable on summary convic-
tion...

It then gives the penalties section. The maximum sentence when
proceeding by indictment is 10 years.

The question I have to all three witnesses is whether you believe
that these provisions are adequate and/or appropriate, given your
knowledge in this area.

The Chair: Let's start with Mr. Harris.

Dr. Stephen Harris (Chief Historian, Directorate of History
and Heritage, Department of National Defence): Mr. Chair, I'm

afraid I'm going to have to say I am a historian and that question is
beyond my purview as the representative here as the chief historian.

The Chair: Thank you.

Mr. Déry, you're second.
Mr. Stéphan Déry: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

T have to say that as the manager/custodian to the site, I'm not re-
sponsible for the law enforcement at the site. We monitor the site
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and we report any incident to law
enforcement so that they can take action at any of our sites that we
manage.

Therefore, I wouldn't be able to comment on whether the word-
ing in the Criminal Code is strong enough or the actions that could
be taken by law enforcement would well serve what's written in the
Criminal Code.

The Chair: Thank you.

Ms. Garrett-Baird, I don't know if you'd like to intervene.

Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird: The mandate of Veterans Affairs
Canada is to keep the memory alive of the achievements and sacri-
fices of all those who served Canadians in times of war, military
conflict and peace. We do not have any role in law enforcement or
anything of the sort.

We're very focused on providing benefits and services to veter-
ans and their families in the interest of their well-being and, as I
noted, to commemorate those sacrifices and achievements.

Mr. Frank Caputo: Thank you, Mr. Chair, and thank you all for
your answers.

I'm not sure whether anybody will be able to answer this, but I
will ask the question.

To all three, are any of you aware of how often the memorials
and cenotaphs are targeted by vandalism?

® (1855)

Dr. Stephen Harris: Mr. Chair, I'm not aware of those statistics
at all.

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Since 2017, in the past five years, we have
noticed 17 incidents of desecration or accidents at the site that were
reported to the police. Of those 17 incidents since 2017, five hap-
pened between January 28 and today.

In total, in the last five years, there have been 17 incidents, from
minor incidents to more damage to the Tomb of the Unknown
Solider.

Thank you.

Mr. Frank Caputo: Sir, you mentioned that 17 incidents had oc-
curred. Do you know if there were arrests or charges as a result of
any of those 17 incidents?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Thank you for the really good question.
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As I mentioned earlier, we're the custodian of the site. Our role is
to preserve and maintain the site to ensure that it is there when
Canadians want to be there. There are approximately one million
Canadians who come to the National War Memorial site each year,
so we want to make sure the site is in perfect condition when
they're there. With the NCC, our partner that does the maintenance
at the site, we ensure that it is in perfect condition.

As soon as an incident is seen or noticed, it's reported to the po-
lice. From there, I couldn't tell how many arrests there have been. It
would be a question for the Ottawa police.

Mr. Frank Caputo: Thank you.
The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Déry; and thank you, Mr. Caputo.

Now let's go to Mr. Sean Casey. The floor is yours for six min-
utes.

Mr. Sean Casey (Charlottetown, Lib.): Thank you very much,
Mr. Chair; and thank you to all the witnesses for being here.

I'm going to start with Ms. Garrett-Baird. From your seat in the
commemorations division at the national headquarters, you are sur-
rounded by people who dedicate their professional lives to serving
veterans.

Would you be able to comment on their reaction at the national
headquarters of Veterans Affairs, among your colleagues and co-
workers, to what happened in the two incidents at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier?

Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird: Over the past number of weeks,
we've been working closely with our colleagues, public servants at
Procurement Canada and the National Capital Commission, who
have kept us up to date on the situation in Ottawa and how that has
been evolving.

As a stakeholder, we have been working with them, and we are
grateful for that partnership. We have then been able, in turn, to link
up with our stakeholders to ensure that they're aware of what's hap-
pening.

As a department, our mandate is to ensure that we continue to
commemorate and remember those who have served and have fall-
en, and to honour their sacrifices and achievements. That is and
continues to be a priority of the department as a key element of our
mandate.

Mr. Sean Casey: Thank you, Ms. Baird.

To the best of my knowledge, we don't have before the commit-
tee today any veterans or veterans organizations. The one with the
daily contact with veterans and their organizations would be you
and your co-workers in Charlottetown.

Have the phones been ringing off the wall? Can you give us
some sense of the reaction from your clients to this...?

Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird: Sure.

It's important to know that there are approximately 600,000 vet-
erans throughout Canada, and around 190,000 of them are clients of
Veterans Affairs Canada. Our goal and our role is to ensure that we
are providing the benefits and services to meet their needs.

We know that the events over the past number of weeks have
been challenging for Canadians, for veterans and for those who are
serving. The health and safety and well-being of those veterans is
our top priority, so any veteran who is having challenges that may
have been compounded by ongoing events is encouraged to contact
the VAC assistance line at 1-800-268-7708.

As for our stakeholders, we have been engaged with them. Of
course, they have been very concerned about how things are going,
but they are grateful for the engagement with our partners at PSPC
and the National Capital Commission and for the ongoing dialogue
that we have with them. However, like us, these organizations want
to ensure that our memorials and monuments continue to be public
spaces to recognize, remember and commemorate those who have
served.

® (1900)

Mr. Sean Casey: My last question is for you, Ms. Garrett-Baird,
and then I'm going to move on.

There was a “slow roll” convoy on Saturday that started in all
points of Prince Edward Island and rolled past the cenotaph at
Province House. I expect you are aware of it. One of the significant
news stories that came from that convoy was the act of a single vet-
eran, Owen Parkhouse. I expect you're familiar with that, Ms. Gar-
rett-Baird.

Would you please share with the committee what happened in
front of the cenotaph in Charlottetown on Saturday morning?

Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird: Yes. Thank you for the question.

As the member referred to, in Charlottetown on Saturday, there
was a convoy, as there were in other parts of the country. It started
on John Yeo Drive in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, and
then continued to move down University Avenue, which turns into
Great George Street. At the end of Great George Street is our ceno-
taph, which is in front of Province House, or our provincial legisla-
ture.

What occurred at that convoy was that as vehicles continued to
the end of Great George Street and turned, a veteran, Mr. Owen
Parkhouse, was at the cenotaph, ensuring that veterans and the im-
portance of those who have served were recognized.

Mr. Sean Casey: Thank you.

Mr. Harris, it's a pleasure to see you again. You always provide
such interesting insights before this committee.

I'm going to ask you a broad question, because I hope that you
will have some more insights today as the chief historian.

It's often said that if we forget our history, we're bound to repeat
our mistakes, or something along those lines. Sir, from where you
sit, what can we learn from our history to ensure that what we've
seen here in recent weeks won't be repeated?

Can you provide some sort of historical—

The Chair: Please leave 15 seconds for Mr. Harris to give a
quick answer, please.
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Dr. Stephen Harris: I'm not sure I can say there are lessons
learned.

Canadians do remember and do honour. They don't need to be
told to do that. The best example was the bridges over Highway
401 after four soldiers were killed in Afghanistan.

The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Harris.

[Translation]
Your time is up.

We'll move on to Luc Desilets, the committee's second
vice-chair.

Mr. Desilets, you have six minutes.
Mr. Luc Desilets: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Mr. Déry, I'd like you to enlighten me as to how the site was des-

ecrated, exactly. I've read newspaper articles about it, but I haven't
seen what happened at the site itself.

Can you describe what happened?

Cars were illegally parked, which isn't insignificant, but I would
like to hear what you have to say about that.

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Thank you for your question.

People used the monuments as public toilets. Others danced on
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

I have just been told that the Ottawa police are asking for the
public's help in identifying the person who was filmed dancing on
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

It is this disrespect that we have witnessed over the past few
weeks, since January 28.

® (1905)
Mr. Luc Desilets: Thank you for that clarification.

Earlier, you referred to 17 incidents of desecration that occurred
at monuments.

Is it the three monuments in Ottawa or other monuments outside
of Ottawa?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Thank you for your question.

Public Services and Procurement Canada is the custodian of the
National Aboriginal Veterans Monument, the National War Memo-
rial and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The 17 incidents refer
to this group of monuments in Ottawa, which are under video
surveillance 24 hours a day by our colleagues in parliamentary op-
erations.

Mr. Luc Desilets: That's a rather unique occupation. Do you
think this situation could have been avoided?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Thank you for your question.

This is a very good question, which is extremely difficult to an-
SWer.

[Technical difficulties] we have never experienced this type of
protest. There were other protests around the monument in the past,
but on this scale, I think it's the first [fechnical difficulties).

We worked very closely with our colleagues at Veterans Affairs,
the RCMP and the Ottawa Police Service to ensure the best possi-
ble crowd control. We also had to make sure that these monuments
were protected.

I'll give you an example of just how out of the ordinary this is.
My team, of which I am very proud, spent a lot of time over the last
three weeks putting up concrete barricades in support of the Ottawa
Police, the City of Ottawa and the province. Our entire organization
was mobilized on weekdays and weekends to put up concrete
fences and barriers everywhere to provide security as requested by
the City of Ottawa, the Ottawa Police and the Ontario Provincial
Police.

Mr. Luc Desilets: When you're talking about barricades, you're
talking about the barricades in Ottawa, not around the three sites
we're talking about.

Mr. Stéphan Déry: I'm also talking about the three sites [techni-
cal difficulties] February 4 [technical difficulties]. We installed a
fence around the First World War Memorial Site and the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier. These are eight foot high barriers bolted to-
gether. At the request of the National Capital Commission, which is
responsible for the other two monuments, we installed bolted
fences around them as well.

Mr. Luc Desilets: It is therefore unlikely that such events will
occur in the next few days, if the occupation of Ottawa [fechnical
difficulties].

Mr. Stéphan Déry: On February 12, the barriers that were in-
stalled and bolted together around the National War Memorial were
[technical difficulties]. We were asked to reinstall them by attach-
ing them to the plaza, but [technical difficulties] not to reinstall
them, because police officers were worried that they could be used
as projectiles and raise tensions between protesters and police. Vet-
erans were [technical difficulties).

® (1910)

Mr. Luc Desilets: Your answers were very clear. Thank you very
much.

The Chair: Thank you very much, Mr. Desilets.
[English]
Now, let's go to Ms. Rachel Blaney for six minutes, please.

Ms. Rachel Blaney (North Island—Powell River, NDP):
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

I want to take this opportunity to thank the interpreters. They are
doing their best, but we are having the audio of some witnesses cut
out once in a while. I just want to recognize their incredible hard
work. I hope we can figure out the issue.

I will go to you, Mr. Déry. I want to thank all the witnesses, of
course, for their testimony, but I'm really curious to understand a
little bit more about the procedure and process to protect the monu-
ments.
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You spoke about the temporary fences that went around the tomb
for the forgotten soldier or the lost soldier. I do know that at the
same time the other monuments weren't given the same treatment.

What is the process? Do all three monuments get the same treat-
ment at the same time or are there certain processes that have to
happen to make sure they are taken care of differently? I'm trying to
get clarity in that.

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Thank you.
This is a really good question, Mr. Chair.

As I was trying to explain to the committee, Public Services and
Procurement Canada is the custodian of the National War Memori-
al, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and other monuments around
the national capital region, but we are not the custodian of the abo-
riginal veterans and Canadian fallen monuments. Those monuments
are the responsibility of the NCC.

On February 4, we had the request from the City of Ottawa say-
ing that due to the events happening in the city, they couldn't prop-
erly ensure the safety and the security of the National War Memori-
al and the unknown soldier. That's why they asked us to install a
fence around the monuments.

In my knowledge and in my team's knowledge, that hasn't been
done since 1939 when the monument was first unveiled. Maybe Mr.
Harris will correct me. It was only done around the monument
when it was under renovation or restoration.

This is not done as a fait accompli. We consulted with all of our
colleagues at Veterans Affairs and National Defence and everyone
to ensure that they were in agreement with us for installing a fence
around a public monument. The next day or the same night, we
were asked by the National Capital Commission to install a fence
around the other two monuments as well.

There is no precedence with one monument or the other, but a
custodian has to take the responsibility. Then there's a lot of com-
munication between those groups. I would say that these fences
went up at nearly the same time. If it was a few hours or a day af-
terwards, it was because of the number of people we could deploy
to these different sites.

Ms. Rachel Blaney: Thank you so much. That's very helpful.

I want to clarify for the record that temporary fences have never
been put up before this. They were put up only when they were
building the monument.

I want to make sure I understood that piece. I'm not sure if Mr.
Harris is the right person to ask, but if somebody could clarify that
for me, I would appreciate it.

Dr. Stephen Harris: The only instance I know of, apart from the
construction and the reconstitution of the monument, is on Novem-
ber 11, when at times there are crowd control fences for the Re-
membrance Day event. That's simply a crowd control measure for
the event. It's not done out of defensiveness, if I can put it that way.

Ms. Rachel Blaney: That's very helpful. Thank you so much.

If I can come back to you, Mr. Déry—through you, of course,
Mr. Chair. I apologize for that.

You mentioned in your report to us that a security incident play-
book was developed to make sure that there was an effective and
coordinated response. Could you let the committee know if this
playbook was followed in this occupation, and how it was fol-
lowed? Who is, ultimately, in charge?

My last question is if there is any way for members to see or ac-
cess a copy of the playbook, or is it kept securely?

® (1915)

Mr. Stéphan Déry: 1 will definitely be happy to provide the
committee with a copy of the playbook. It's not a security incident
playbook that was developed only for the War Memorial, but for all
of our properties and buildings. How do we deal with manifestation
and people coming...? We follow that playbook to the letter and it's
helped us a lot.

As an example, for the land around the National War Memorial,
before 2020, there were three custodians of the land. The NCC
owned a parcel of it, we owned a parcel of it and Parks Canada
owned a parcel of it. There was not necessarily the same jurisdic-
tion or rules and regulations that applied to each of the parcels of
land. Since then, Public Services and Procurement have the west
and east sides of the monument. The lawn and the front are owned
by the NCC.

We've made tremendous strides to simplify the management of
this property and ensure its safety.

The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Déry.

Thank you, Ms. Blaney.

Now let's go to Mr. Fraser Tolmie, for five minutes, please.

Mr. Fraser Tolmie (Moose Jaw—Lake Centre—Lanigan,
CPC): Thank you, Mr. Chair. I appreciate that.

T have a couple of questions. I appreciate our guests being here.

For clarity, there were some numbers that were thrown around.
The national cenotaph has been vandalized 17 times. Was the num-
ber that I was given correct? I believe Mr. Déry was the one who
gave me that.

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Yes. I mentioned that since 2017, there have
been 17 incidents, from minor—depending on what we see as mi-
nor—to more disrespectful incidents at the National War Memorial
and on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

Mr. Fraser Tolmie: There have been 17 since 2017. They are
disrespectful incidents. That is how you phrased them. There have
been five recently.
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There was a question brought up earlier about the desecration. Is
someone dancing on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier considered
one incident? Is someone else doing something else another inci-
dent? Could you clarify that for me?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Yes. One incident is a person dancing on the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. That has been reported to the po-
lice. There was maybe another incident the next day happening at
the site. Following those, five incidents have happened between
January 28 and today.

Mr. Fraser Tolmie: Were there costs associated to damage in
those incidents?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: For the five incidents that we're talking
about that happened from January 28 to today, there were no costs
incurred, other than installing the fencing and all of this. That was
not an incident, that was a preventive measure. There were no costs
related to the incident, to my knowledge.

There were five, but I can tell you there were no costs incurred
with this lack of respect to the monument.

Mr. Fraser Tolmie: Thank you.

Are you aware of any other cenotaphs or war memorials across
this country that have been damaged or vandalized?

® (1920)

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Are you asking from January 28 or 29 to
now, or are we talking—

Mr. Fraser Tolmie: No, historically, have there been war memo-
rials or cenotaphs across this country that have been vandalized?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: I'm not aware of the across Canada perspec-
tive. I'm aware that the helmet of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
was damaged in 2020. It was not necessarily related to the protest
that was happening there at the time, but it was damaged at that
time in 2020, and it was repaired by us within hours of finding out
that it had been damaged.

Mr. Fraser Tolmie: That's disappointing to hear.

There's a difficult balance between ensuring that these sacred
spaces are available to the public and protecting them from hateful
acts.

How do you believe these two priorities should be balanced?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: It's a difficult balance, balancing the right to
protest, the Charter of Rights in Canada, and protecting national
monuments like these. Honestly, as a custodian of the site, I will re-
ly on the police force to help us to keep that balance. Sometimes
there would be a tent. There's a tent right now that's set up on part
of the lawn and the police have been advised.

There's a balance to be made there, and I rely on the police force
to make that determination.

The Chair: Thank you so much, Mr. Déry.
Thank you, Mr. Tolmie.

We'll now go to Mr. Wilson Miao, for five minutes, please.

Mr. Wilson Miao (Richmond Centre, Lib.): Thank you, Mr.
Chair. Thank you, Mr. Déry, for joining us today for this discussion.

It's really sad to see what happened to our monument due to the
convoy, but at the same time, you mentioned the temporary fence
that was installed to protect that monument. However, it was also
taken away by the protesters.

Looking at this experience and learning from it, do you suggest
that we implement a new security strategy or set of procedures in
the future to avoid things like this happening?

The Chair: Mr. Déry, please.

[Translation]

You may answer the question.
[English]
Mr. Stéphan Déry: Mr. Chair, that is a really good question.

As the custodian of the site and the person responsible for main-
taining the site, restoring or repairing the site when it needs to be
repaired and working with the NCC to maintain the lawn around
the site, I note that the monument has never been fenced in, other
than, as my colleague Mr. Stephen Harris mentioned, for crowd
control, with a lower, three-feet tall fence. It's a shame, in our view,
to have to fence around a monument to protect it. It's also a public
place to allow more than a million people to pay their respects to
those who have given their lives to make this country what it is to-
day.

Our objective is to make this site as open as possible for people
to come to pay their respects. At the same time, as I said, we're
maintaining the site; we're not the people policing the site or en-
forcing the law. It's a balance that's hard to maintain, and we really
rely on the police force to tell us.... As with what happened on
February 4, we can't ensure the security of the site and close it in.
On February 12, when the fence was removed, we were thinking
about putting the fence back up. Again, we talked to all of our part-
ners about this and we were told that it could be worse putting a
fence up than leaving it off. A decision was made at the time based
on the police force's recommendation to leave it off.

It is a balance this committee could look at: access for the public
versus fencing the monument in and preventing public access to it.

® (1925)

Mr. Wilson Miao: Thank you, Mr. Déry, for your answer.

I understand that there is open access to these monuments for
anyone who would like to visit them. Is there the potential to put
something permanent to protect this in the near future?

You mentioned that there are security cameras monitoring the
site 24-7. At the same time, there are possibly times when someone
intends to vandalize these monuments and has not been penalized
or brought to the attention of the police force.

Do you feel the necessity of putting something there permanently
or having security there during specific times to protect these mon-
uments?

The Chair: Answer in 10 seconds, please, Mr. Déry, if you can.
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Mr. Stéphan Déry: We also have a patrol that goes to the monu-
ment twice at night and twice after dinner, at nine o'clock, eleven
o'clock, and one o'clock and three o'clock in the morning. We have
the patrol of a commissionaire who goes around the site to make
sure that everything is okay in addition to the camera monitoring
24-7.

[Translation]
The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Déry.

We will now continue with Mr. Desilets for two and half min-
utes.

Mr. Desilets, you have the floor.
Mr. Luc Desilets: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Harris, we're going to get you to talk for a bit. In your expe-
rience as a historian, is this the product of human stupidity, or have
we seen acts like this regularly in the past?

[English]

Dr. Stephen Harris: I'm afraid I didn't get all of the question. As
the interpreter said, the sound cut out after about 10 seconds.

[Translation]

The Chair: I'll stop the clock and check it with the clerk. I know
that, in the room, we have had a little sound problem. Can the clerk
tell us whether the situation has been resolved?

The Clerk: We could have a solution to this problem. Would the
Committee agree to suspend the meeting for five minutes so that
we can try to solve the problem?

The Chair: Yes, absolutely.

In view of the difficulties encountered by interpretation, the
meeting is suspended.

® (1930)
The Chair: We will resume the meeting.

Mr. Desilets, you have the floor. I invite you to start again from
the beginning, since only a few seconds had elapsed and the wit-
ness hadn't understood the question.

You have two and a half minutes.
Mr. Luc Desilets: My question was for Mr. Harris.

I would like to know whether, as a historian, Mr. Harris sees
these events as isolated acts, produced by the stupidity of a few in-
dividuals, or whether such acts against monuments have occurred
regularly in the past.
® (1935)

[English]

Dr. Stephen Harris: That's actually a tough question to answer.
I don't recall monuments having been attacked like this, certainly
not this kind of monument, a monument to the fallen. Spread across
the country, units erect monuments to their own, and they aren't re-
quired to report to us anything that happens to them. I have never
heard of anything like this happening elsewhere before. That makes
me hope that it's an isolated event, but the one thing I was taught as
an historian is that historians don't predict because they don't al-
ways agree on the past.

[Translation]

Mr. Luc Desilets: Ha, ha! Well said! I really like your statement.

This situation affects the members of the Committee, that is ob-
vious. Veterans are the reason this committee exists. In your opin-
ion, is it a lack of education on the part of the public that underlies
this kind of behaviour?

[English]

Dr. Stephen Harris: Was that directed at me, sir?

I'm not sure it's a lack of education, because for Veterans Affairs,
I know their programs well. Their outreach programs reach into
schools across the country. When it comes to the overseas com-
memorative events, the major news networks broadcast live. I think
a Canadian who was not aware of the service and sacrifice of the
past is probably not aware of a lot, if I can put it that way.

[Translation]
Mr. Luc Desilets: Thank you very much, Mr. Harris.

The Chair: Thank you very much, Mr. Desilets. You know, two
and half minutes goes by fast.

Now, I will ask Ms. Blaney to take the floor for two and half
minutes.

Ms. Blaney, you have the floor.
[English]

Ms. Rachel Blaney: Thank you so much, Mr. Chair. Through
you, [ would like to come back to Mr. Déry.

I have a question. Earlier, you talked about the need to balance
jurisdiction, legislation, the right to protest and human rights. You
also talked about the Public Works nuisances regulations. I know
that subsection 6(1) states, “No person shall occupy, reside, camp
or sleep in or upon any public work or use any vehicle for the pur-
pose of occupying a public work or residing, camping, or sleeping
thereon.”

I guess my question is, where and how do we draw the line—and
who draws the line—between the protesters' lack of respect to the
veterans and the monuments and the need for protection?

You spoke also about that space for the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, and there's that grassy part, which I've seen people camp
out on before. I just wanted to ask about that as well, about just the
jurisdiction of who is in charge of what part, and how you figure
out how to address these issues when some people come in—for
example, in that protest in 2020—and camp there for an extended
amount of time.

Thank you.
The Chair: Mr. Déry, go ahead.

Mr. Stéphan Déry: This is a complicated question. It doesn't
seem like it, but, Mr. Chair, let me explain.
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In 2020, at some point there were two tents on the west side of
the monument, behind, and the east side of the monument. The nui-
sance regulation under the Public Works nuisances regulations
could only apply to the west side of the monument, because this
ground was owned by PSPC at the time. The east side of the monu-
ment was owned by Parks Canada, and the nuisances regulations
are only for Public Works grounds, so they wouldn't apply there.
There are a lot of people involved—Ilawyers, legal, law enforce-
ment officers and coordination with all of our colleagues—in mea-
suring the risk of damage to the monument and interventions and
what will be the gain from the interventions.

® (1940)

The Chair: Thank you so much. Your time is over.
Now let's go to Ms. Anna Roberts.

Go ahead for for five minutes, please.

Mrs. Anna Roberts (King—Vaughan, CPC): Thank you,
Chair.

I have a couple of questions. I am a little confused too, to be hon-
est with you. It sounds as though this house is owned by three dif-
ferent people, and I often wonder who takes care of what and who
assigns those duties. It's quite confusing. I think sometimes we
should simplify things and give jurisdiction to one area.

My question to you is this. Given the lessons learned during this
protest, we can all agree here that the monuments are very impor-
tant to every Canadian. What our veterans do for us, for our free-
doms, is very important, and we value them. Given the lessons
we've learned, what measures do you recommend be taken to en-
sure no further destruction occurs? How can we protect our monu-
ments?

Given the recent situation, you recommended that the monument
be secured with cameras. There was also a mention that every two
hours, I believe—and maybe I have that wrong—the police rotate
and inspect it.

Given the protest and given what we've seen, would it not be
beneficial for it to be monitored on a 24-7 basis?

The Chair: Mr. Déry.
Mr. Stéphan Déry: Thank you for the question.

Mr. Chair, if you will allow me, I will answer really quickly on
the custodianship of the land.

We used to be three custodians before 2020. We are resolving
that. We are now owners. Parks Canada is not an owner of ground
there anymore. It's owned by PSPC with the NCC. We have re-
solved some of these difficulties and the ownership of the land so
we can make better decisions and faster decisions, consulting with
all of our partners.

As I mentioned, four times a night there is a patrol at the monu-
ment by a commissionaire.

There is also a closed circuit camera, an upgraded one, which is
monitored 24 hours a day, seven days a week by our parliamentary
operations centre, from where they can react quickly, advising the
City of Ottawa that something is happening at the site.

The site is not part of the parliamentary precinct, so it's not po-
liced by the Parliamentary Protective Services. It's policed by the
Ottawa Police, so it's under the jurisdiction of the Ottawa Police,
but that oversight is done by monitoring cameras that are 24 hours,
seven days a week .

Mrs. Anna Roberts: Thank you for that.

Through you, Mr. Chair, help me understand this. If the security
cameras are on 24 hours and they are being monitored, do we have
any idea of the individuals who have destroyed or vandalized the
monuments? If we have the security, is it possible to get identifica-
tion so that they can be brought to justice?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: I believe the question is addressed to me.
Mr. Chair, if you will allow me, I will answer.

All that video footage is passed on to the police services for pros-
ecution, so they can find out who has committed the outrageous
lack of respect.

I have one in front of me. On January 29 at 5:26 in the morning,
two individuals who appeared to be males, wearing black coats, ar-
rived at the southeast area of the monument and they did what they
had to do. That was reported to the police with a clear image from
camera number 12. That is the kind of monitoring that is done.

I would also like to put into perspective that for the last five
years, we are talking about 17 incidents—five of those happening
in the last three weeks. Take into consideration that with approxi-
mately five million Canadians visiting the site over the last five
years, there have been 17 incidents.

I think the committee has to look at that when they make recom-
mendations with respect to how open the site is versus locking the
site up and preventing Canadians from accessing the site.

® (1945)

The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Déry and Ms. Roberts.

[Translation]

I will now give the floor to Mr. Samson for the next five minutes.

Mr. Darrell Samson (Sackville—Preston—Chezzetcook,
Lib.): Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

1'd also like to thank our three witnesses for giving us extremely
important information.

The acts committed on Canada's National War Memorial and the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier are disgusting. What happened was
truly disturbing. A fence was installed afterwards, which reassured
us, but protesters took it down. The police watched them do it. I
still have a great deal of difficulty understanding and accepting this
type of thing.

Good people can be found among the protesters, but others are
committing criminal acts and they're not being arrested for it. I find
that unacceptable.
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The Canadian flag being waved around was not respected when
we celebrated its 57 anniversary. I'm thinking of Nathan Cirillo,
who was killed on October 22, 2014.

All of this makes me terribly sad and I'd like to know how veter-
ans are feeling about it.

Hello, Ms. Garrett-Baird. It's a pleasure to see you again.

Did your staff get calls from veterans? They called my office to
say they were very disappointed by the situation. Did veterans
share their feelings with you?

[English]

Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird: In terms of veterans, we represent
or have about 190,000 veterans who are clients out of over 600,000
in the country. Those who engage with Veterans Affairs Canada are
seeking support in benefits and services. In terms of those who
have contacted us, we're working with them to ensure that they are
getting the support they need. Veterans Affairs Canada does offer
mental health supports, including the VAC assistance line, access to
our operational stress injury clinics, disability benefits and financial
benefits for service-related conditions.

We continue to work with any veteran who contacts us to ensure
that they're getting the support they need, while acknowledging that
we know that the incidents as they're unfolding in Ottawa are hav-
ing an impact on veterans and we are here to support them.

[Translation]

Mr. Darrell Samson: Thank you. That's very important to them.

Mr. Déry, you talked about a guide for security incidents, which
was very helpful to responders during the events. What could be
added to that guide, now that we have had such an experience? [ am
not asking you to give me all the details, but, in general, what strat-
egy could be included in this guide in order to be even better pre-
pared in the future?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Thank you, Mr. Samson.
® (1950)
There should be better coordination between all stakeholders. We

should learn from such events and see them coming, so that we are
better prepared.

There have been various events in the country that we could see
coming and preparations were made as a result. Together with our
partners, we will have to be even more proactive in monitoring
what is likely to happen and prepare accordingly. We have had very
good communication with our partners, but in the future there
needs to be better planning before an event starts.

Mr. Darrell Samson: I think I have about 10 seconds left.

The Chair: Mr. Samson, I am sorry, but your time is up. You can
come back to it later.

We'll now go to Mr. Fraser Tolmie for five minutes. Go ahead.
[English]

Mr. Fraser Tolmie: I'm sorry, I thought it was my colleague, Mr.
Caputo, who was going next.

Is that correct?

The Chair: No.

At the beginning I had Ms. Block, and the clerk told me that you
were going to take that time.

Mr. Fraser Tolmie: Are you okay with that, Frank?

Mr. Frank Caputo: It's up to you, Fraser. Have you gone al-
ready?

Mr. Fraser Tolmie: I have already gone so I'll let you go, Frank,
and then I can go later.

Mr. Frank Caputo: Okay.
Thank you, Mr. Chair, I'll take this round.

I believe this question would be for Mr. Déry, but if I'm not di-
recting it to the right spot, please forgive me.

In terms of the incidents, and we've heard about 17 minor to ma-
jor ones, I'm trying to get a sense of what these incidents are. I have
an idea of what a minor incident would be.

Can you describe the types of incidents we're seeing in these 17
instances?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Mr. Chair, I don't have information here on
all of the incidents that have happened over the last five years, but
what I can say as an example is those two persons who were seen at
night, at five o'clock in the morning, were using the monument as a
public washroom. To my knowledge, in the last five years there's
been minor graffiti put on some portions of the monument. It's a to-
tal lack of respect. Although it doesn't cause financial repercussions
for us to repair the monument, it's a total lack of respect to the Na-
tional War Memorial.

These are the kinds of incidents. It's hard for me to say some of
them are bigger than others, because I think they're all incidents of
a total lack of respect. They are very disrespectful to this monu-
ment.

To my knowledge, there was one incident where we had to repair
the helmet on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

Mr. Frank Caputo: Thank you.

I understand exactly what you mean when it comes to respect.
There aren't really degrees of disrespect; something is either disre-
spectful or not. I appreciate that.

When it came to the repair of the helmet was that the most sig-
nificant damage that you're aware of, sir?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Yes, Chair.

To my knowledge, that's the one we had to act on. There was a
little graffiti that we also had to erase, but that would be the most
expensive damage that we've seen in these incidents. I'm speaking
about this from memory, sir. I could look into providing further ac-
counting on this for the committee, if you wish.
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Mr. Frank Caputo: Thank you.

I'm just looking for a general estimate and trying to get a flavour
for what you're saying.

Just to be sure I have this correct, about five million people have
visited this memorial since 2017, so that's approximately one mil-
lion people per year for the five million.

Is that correct?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Since there's no gate at the National War
Memorial and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier we're making esti-
mates based on people visiting Parliament. Approximately one mil-
lion people a year visit Parliament, and since Canadians pay so
much respect to their veterans we assume that you don't come to
Ottawa to visit Parliament without paying respect to the veterans
who have put forward their lives for this country. We are also as-
suming people visit the memorial site. That's how we estimated that
there were about one million visitors per year.

® (1955)
Mr. Frank Caputo: I think that's accurate.

I know when I brought my family here we visited the indigenous
war memorial as well as the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, so I can
understand why you're making that assumption.

If we look at averages, putting aside the last couple of weeks, we
see that we average about two incidents a year. Is that correct?
Those may range from somebody, as you said, urinating on the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, using it as a public toilet.

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Yes, sir.

Chair, it's the desecration and graffiti and things of that nature. It
would be 12 over the last five years if we do not include the five
that just happened in the last three weeks.

Mr. Frank Caputo: That would certainly skew the average.

I have a question about the barriers, because | saw news cover-
age about them. I'd love to hear a response from anybody who is in
the know more so than I am.

Can anyone describe the barriers that were erected, please? Were
they bolted down? How were they there, because I didn't have a
chance to visit?

The Chair: Mr. Caputo, someone can answer in about 10 or 15
seconds. That's all.

Mr. Stéphan Déry: These barriers were bolted together and
were eight feet tall and each panel was 10 feet in length. They were
all bolted together. They were not bolted to the pavement of the
monument, but they were bolted together around the monument.
Somebody would have had to have had tools to dismantle them.

The Chair: Thank you so much, Mr. Déry.

Now let's go to Mr. Rogers for five minutes, please.

Mr. Churence Rogers: Thank you, Chair.

Thank you to our guests this evening as well. It's good to see
you.

It saddens me to have this conversation, to see what's happened
in the last couple of weeks, to watch the media reports of the things
going on around the war memorial and the lack of respect that
we've seen.

Ms. Garrett-Baird, what kind of feedback have you, at Veterans
Affairs, received from the people most connected to the war memo-
rial, like veterans and legions and veterans across the country as
they've seen these unfortunate events unfold in Ottawa? Have any
of these people provided suggestions on what they feel are appro-
priate penalties or ways to increase security for the memorial sites?

Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird: The safety and health and well-be-
ing of our veterans is the priority. As I mentioned during my re-
marks, we've been providing updates to our veterans organizations
and stakeholders, and they're very saddened to see the disrespect
that has occurred. These monuments are public spaces. They are
spaces to commemorate, to remember. They're also spaces for or
youth to engage and learn about the sacrifices and achievements of
those who have served and those who are serving. There's certainly
a level of concern there.

We've heard, for example, from the Royal Canadian Legion, who
have made a very public statement about their concern for the safe-
ty and protection of the monument and the sacredness of that mon-
ument. All the ones that we have discussed this evening, whether
it's the National War Memorial, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,
the National Aboriginal Veterans Monument, symbolize something
very sacred to Canadians. These represent the sacrifices made by
our veterans, who have served and put their lives on the line in the
cause of peace and freedom. There is nothing more important than
that. That is why we will continue to work with our partners at
PSPC and the National Capital Commission to ensure that these
monuments continue to be symbols for Canadians to recognize and
remember.

® (2000)

Mr. Churence Rogers: Thank you very much.

I think you commented earlier about engaging Canadians of all
ages as you do your work at Veterans Affairs. As a former adminis-
trator and school teacher, I know for a fact that veterans were rec-
ognized and held in high esteem in schools, particularly in schools I
taught in. Memorial Day and Remembrance Day were always cele-
brated and veterans were actually invited into the school to talk
about the importance of their contribution to the country.

Is there something further we can do beyond the kinds of things
we've done over the years to elevate the importance of the contribu-
tions veterans have made to our country?
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Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird: Thank you, Mr. Chair, for the ques-
tion.

Right now, as part of our 10-year strategic plan, this is a
blueprint for future commemorative programming. One key ele-
ment of this plan is creative approaches to engage all Canadians in-
cluding youth, new Canadians and indigenous peoples.

There needs to be a greater investment in the stewardship, pre-
sentation and commemorative integrity of Canada's commemora-
tive footprint. It's very clear that we can only keep the achieve-
ments and the sacrifices of those who have served alive by ensuring
that our youth are aware of their history, the impact on the present
and what it means for the future.

Within Veterans Affairs Canada, as part of Veterans' Week, we
have an extensive suite of learning resources and programming
available. We work very closely with schools across the country to
provide learning materials and lesson plans that they can use to
share with their students and teach them about commemoration and
the sacrifices of those who have served.

We recently finished our Valentines for Vets, which is a wonder-
ful program where our youth develop valentines and share those
with veterans in the long-term care facilities. This continues to be a
focal point and a key area for commemoration as we move forward.

The Chair: Thank you so much, Ms. Garrett-Baird.
[Translation]
The bells are ringing.

I am speaking to members of the committee. Do I have unani-
mous consent to continue this meeting until 8:15 p.m., so that we
have time to vote? I know there are several members of the com-
mittee in the room. Please indicate to the clerk if you disagree. For
those of you who are in virtual mode, please indicate on the screen
if you disagree.

[English]

Mr. Frank Caputo: Mr. Chair, may I address you, please?

The Chair: Yes, Mr. Caputo, please go ahead.

Mr. Frank Caputo: Thank you.

I'm prepared to provide consent to 8:10. Three members have in-
dicated they're voting in person, so I would suggest 8:10.

The Chair: Okay, 8:10.

Mr. Sean Casey: Mr. Chair, I think that Rechie and I, here in the
room, are fine with 8:10 as well.

Thank you.

The Chair: There are no objections. We're going to go until 8:10
and the clerk will help make sure that I'm on time.

Right now, let's go to Mr. Desilets.

[Translation]

Mr. Desilets, you have two and half minutes.

Mr. Luc Desilets: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I was worried I would
not have a second round.

This is going to sound a little strange in a committee, but we care
very deeply about veterans' monuments. That's essential. It's a con-
nection to our past and to our history, to give a nod to Mr. Harris.
I'd like to throw out this little quote that my darling parliamentary
assistant just found for me: "Lack of understanding of the present is
inevitably the result of ignorance of the past".

Having said that, I would like Mr Déry to make proposals or rec-
ommendations to the Committee. That's what committees are for.
Do you need money? Do you need the rules changed, the laws
amended? Do the processes need to be viewed differently or re-
viewed?

® (2005)

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Thank you very much, Mr. Desilets.

Here is what I would suggest to the committee. Canada should
take note of what is being done elsewhere, for example in the Unit-
ed States or other Commonwealth countries, such as the United
Kingdom and Australia. These countries have already faced events
that we don't usually experience in Canada. These countries have
adopted different approaches, some of which are similar to those
used in Canada, but they may be at a different stage. Canada could
look to these countries for inspiration on how to improve respect
for memorials and ensure a greater presence...

Mr. Luc Desilets: I am sorry to interrupt you, Mr. Déry, but [
must do so, otherwise we will run out of time.

Do you have practical examples of recommendations that we
could include in our report, please?

Mr. Stéphan Déry: I'll give you a specific example. In the Unit-
ed Kingdom, if a tent is pitched, it is removed the evening of the
same day. This is automatic and applies to everyone. In our case, it
is not the city's police department that would remove the tent, but
the RCMP...

The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Déry. I am sorry to interrupt you,
but the time is up.

The last round will go to Ms. Blaney.

Ms. Blaney, you have the floor for two and half minutes.
[English]
Ms. Rachel Blaney: Thank you so much, Mr. Chair.

It is very distressing for me, as a person who's worked on behalf
of veterans for so long, to hear about some of the activities that are
happening that disrespect such an important monument in our
country.

I have to reflect on the fact that I've had members from my own
constituency back in B.C. come all the way here to bring a memen-
to of a loved one they have lost. We arrange for it to be delivered.
That process is incredibly sacred. People who protect that space re-
ceive it and bring it down below.... That person knows that the pic-
ture of their loved one, something that they've brought, is there to
remember them. This is just so distressing.
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I'm wondering, Mr. Chair, if I can, through you, ask Mr. Déry
one more question.

With this happening and people surrounding that space, putting
up tents and desecrating it—as we heard today—does this prevent
any scheduled maintenance of the monument? I can't imagine you
can go there to make sure that things are cleaned and taken care of.

You also spoke about the people who do these rounds. With this
occupation, I'm wondering if they are any longer able to do those
rounds and fulfill their commitment to that monument and to the
people who serve this country.

Mr. Stéphan Déry: Thank you very much. That's an excellent
question.

Mr. Chair, although my people are courageous and have done a
lot during the last three weeks to support the City of Ottawa and
Parliament, they are not police officers. They don't carry guns.
However, they do continue, with police escorts, to do their mainte-
nance and to do the work they need to do.

We're ensuring that the monuments we maintain are kept in per-
fect shape, and that if there's an incident, it is restored right away.
Even in the middle of the night, our team will go out and fix it, to
ensure that people don't have to see the desecration that has hap-
pened or the lack of respect that was made to such an important
monument.

® (2010)

Ms. Rachel Blaney: Through you, Mr. Chair, I hope you will
pass on our thanks to these amazing people who are doing this sa-
cred work.

The Chair: Yes. Thank you so much.

That's all the time that we have.
[Translation]

On behalf of the members of the committee, I would like to
thank you, the witnesses, for your contribution to the study we are
conducting.

I shall remind you that we had with us Mr. Stephen Harris, Chief
Historian, of the Department of National Defence, Directorate of
History and Heritage; Mr. Stéphan Déry, Assistant Deputy Minister
for the Department of Public Works and Government Services, Re-
al Property Services Branch; and Ms. Crystal Garrett-Baird, Acting
Assistant Deputy Minister for the Department of Veterans Affairs,
Strategic Policy and Commemoration.

By the way, Mr. Déry, you can always send the security incident
guide you mentioned to the clerk. We would be pleased to receive
it.

Is it the pleasure of the committee members to adjourn this meet-
ing now?

I am getting nods.

Meeting adjourned.
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