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The following changes are to be made to the September
23,1996 issue of Hansard:

At the page 4536, immediately after division list No. 124,
insert the following passage:

The Speaker: | declare the amendment defeated.

Thenext questionison Motion No. 2. Asisthepractice,
the mover of the motion will vote first and then everyone
in the first row who are in favour of the motion will rise.

(TheHouse divided on Motion No. 2, which was agreed
to on the following division:)

(Division list No. 125: Yeas, 83; Nays, 66)

Atthe page 4537, replace division list No. 125 with division
list No. 126: Yeas, 83; Nays, 68

At page 4538, delete division list No. 126 so that the
passagereads:

(The House divided on motion, which was agreed to on
the following division:)

[During the taking of the vote:]

NOTE: Thefull text of division lists are available in the
electronic versions of Hansard.

The House of Commons Debates are also available on the
Parliamentary Internet Parlementaire at the following address:

http://www.parl.gc.ca
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, September 27, 1996

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

CANADA MARINE ACT

On the Order:

September 27, 1996—The Minister of Transport—Second reading and reference
to the Standing Committee on Transport of Bill C-44, an act for making the system
of Canadian ports competitive, efficient and commercialy oriented, providing for
the establishing of port authorities and the divesting of certain harbours and ports,
for the commercialization of the St. Lawrence Seaway and ferry services and other
matters related to maritime trade and transport and amending the Pilotage Act and
amending and repealing other Acts as a conseguence.

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Labour and Deputy
L eader of the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | move:

That Bill C-44, an act for making the system of Canadian ports competitive,
efficient and commercially oriented, providing for the establishing of port
authorities and the divesting of certain harbours and ports, for the commerciaization
of the St. Lawrence Seaway and ferry services and other matters related to maritime
trade and transport and amending the Pilotage Act and amending and repealing other
Acts as a consequence, be referred now to the Standing Committee on Transport.

[English]

Mr. Stan Keyes (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Transport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as always, | consider it a great
privilegetorisein the House. Today | am speaking in support of the
proposed Canada marine act which was introduced on June 10,
1996.

The new Canada marine act will enable ports to respond more
effectively to the needs of their customers and will eliminate
needless bureaucratic interference in the marine sector. Moderniza-
tion of the marine sector has a direct link to jobs and growth. A
stronger and more efficient marine transportation system will
improve Canada's international trade performance. That means
jobs right here in Canada.

The legislation will make it easier for ports to operate according
to business principles. It will enable the Government of Canada to
commercialize the operations of the seaway and to improve the
way pilotage authorities and ferry services operate in Canada. It
will serve to enhance the competitiveness of our marine sector,
preparing it for the 21st century.

At this point | wish to acknowledge the contribution already
made to this bill by the Standing Committee on Transport, which
undertook a comprehensive study of the national marine sector
early in May of 1995. The SCOT report contained a number of
recommendations to improve the marine system, many of which
have been addressed in the legidation.

| would like to address the main elements of Bill C-44. | want to
begin with ports. The major ports in Canada will be managed by
Canadaport authorities. These CPAswill operate under the follow-
ing guiding principles. Any port can apply to become a CPA, and
there is a process in place to evaluate criteria proposed in this
legidation. | expect anywhere from 10 to 15 ports will meet the
criteria and be eligible for CPA status in the very near future.

® (1010)

Port authorities will be established by letters patent as non-share
capital corporations and will pay an annual amount to the crown
based on gross revenues.

The board of directors will consist of a federal, provincia and
municipal appointment and then a majority of directors nominated
by the port users. Boards of directors will have a defined code of
conduct and conflict of interest provisions as set out in their letters
patent and regulations.

For the port users, local communities and financial community
there is a new public accountability regime with new disclosure
requirements that will ensure access to more detailed information.
This accountability is achieved by an unprecedented transparency
of operations and through rigorous disclosure regquirements.

The following documents and procedures will be made public on
amandatory basis. There will be an annual report. There will be an
annua audit, a public land use plan requiring public input in the
development process and amendment process. There will be annual
meetings throughout, open to the pubic. Directors' and officers
compensation and benefits will be reported in the annual report.
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There are further aspects of the accountability regime which will be
put in place by the proposed Canada marine act.

The port authority will be required by law to have financial
audits conducted annually in accordance with generally accepted
auditing practices. Furthermore, a specia examination of the
management, operations and financial performance will be con-
ducted no less than every five years and the results reported to the
Minister of Transport.

Perhaps the most important accountability mechanism stems
from the fact that ports will have to raise their financing in the
private sector.

Financing will depend on what the market sees as the redlistic
future cash flows of the ports. Their development aspirations will
be subjected to ordinary measures of commercial risk. The govern-
ment will no longer be responsible for their debt. In fact, this
means they have to be more efficient than they are today. The
government will not be on the hook for their liabilities.

The end result is a system where port authorities will be
accountable to their customers, their local communities, their
financial community, federal, provincial and municipa govern-
ments.

We are moving the decision making and accountability out of
Ottawa and into the boards of directors of the new port authorities.
We are ensuring financial responsibility by having the financia
community decide on new port investment.

We are keeping title to the federal lands that are entrusted to the
new boards and we remain accountable for important framework
issues such as safety. We think these are reforms that will energize
our ports and contribute to Canada’s growth of jobs and prosperity.

For regional and local ports, the changes to the port system offer
an opportunity for local interests in all provinces to manage ports
in a manner more responsive to local needs with lower costs and
better service.

This act enables these ports to be transferred as operating ports
to local interests and, in some cases, other federal departments.

| am pleased to report that since January Transport Canada has
already 47 port sitesin the Arctic that were transferred to the coast
guard April 1, 1996. Twelve fishing recreational port sites were
transferred to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans April 1,
1996.

Order in council approval for 199 harbours was proclaimed in
June 1996. Fifty-four letters of intent have been already signed as
of this month. Five port sites will be transferred to local interests
by the end of this month.

I move on to the challenges facing the seaway. Quite frankly,
they are formidable. We have a $7 billion asset supported by a
declining traffic base and $70 million in revenue.

If we do not take steps now to put the seaway on a stronger
footing, we will have a big problem on our hands in a few years.
The key to the future viability of the seaway lies in achieving
efficiencies, reducing costs and making the system more competi-
tive. Part |1l of the Canada Marine Act enables the Minister of
Transport to enter into agreements with a non-profit corporation or
any other private sector interests to operate and maintain all or part
of the seaway.

® (1015)

We now have an agreement in principle for a new operator to be
put in place, perhaps as early as January and the existing seaway
authority would be dissolved at an appropriate date.

Another section of the bill deals with marine pilotage. Maintain-
ing an effective pilotage regime to ensure safety and environmental
protection is the primary concern of the government, users, the
pilotage authorities and pilots aike.

The Canada Marine Act includes amendments to the Pilotage
Act which will alow for faster setting of tariffs to prohibit
appropriations from the government and to provide for a ministeri-
al review in consultation with the authorities and users in 1998.

These changes will serve the users better and ensure that the
authorities operate in a more cost efficient and cost effective
manner. Safety and environmental protection will continue to be
the government’s highest priority when making decisions with
respect to marine pilotage. The changes in the delivery of pilotage
services will ensure that the safety of marine transportation is
maintained.

Finally, with respect to ferry services, the Canada Marine Act
will permit the Minister of Transport to enter into agreements with
the private sector or other levels of government to provide the
constitutional or other services that are currently provided by
Marine Atlantic. These provisions are included in the act to
facilitate the increased commercialization of ferry operations as
outlined in the national marine policy.

Again, the government will maintain its regulatory role for
safety and it will continue to support constitutionally required
services.

This has just been a quick overview of the proposed Canada
Marine Act. The goals of the marine policy are reflected in this
legidation. We want our marine sector to be more competitive,
more commercialy driven, free from Ottawa bureaucracy and
more responsive to the users.

We believe this legislation will help us to achieve these goals
and prepare the marine sector and transportation system for the
competitive demands of the 21st century.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Just so everyone under-
stands the rules of debate on this motion, members are entitled to
10-minute interventions without questions or comments. The
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maximum, of course, is three hours of debate on this motion before
it is referred to the committee.

Mr. Ray Speaker (Lethbridge, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | want to
make a few comments with regard to the Canada Marine Act.

The parliamentary secretary has outlined the objectives of the
act. The objectives are very noble and | certainly congratul ate the
parliamentary secretary for setting them out in legidation. It is
time that our ports were more self-sufficient, self-determining in
their goals and objectives and in financial accountability. | want to
place on the record my support for the parliamentary secretary’s
outline of the objectives of the bill.

| have received representation with regard to thisissue a number
of times since | arrived in Ottawa. As a person who represents a
rural constituency in Lethbridge, Alberta, we usually do not talk
about the seaway too much, or oceans, travel or marine life at all
because we aways are worried about having enough rain for the
crops, never mind worrying about oceans, lakes and seaways.

Pilotage on the Great Lakes has been brought to my attention.
There are certain shipping lines that travel the lakes day after day,
week after week, month after month. The captains of those boats
are very aware of the travel patterns. They know how to be safe on
the lakes and they know how to move from one port to another and
avoid any kind of disaster or cause any difficulty in making their
way and taking their cargoes of grain, coa or other materials from
one port to another.

® (1020)

Asl understand it, in the past it was compul sory that they take on
pilots at some of the ports. These pilots, either one or two or three,
board the boat, find themselves a comfortable seat but the captain
is still in charge. He knows where the boat is going. The pilots
realy do not contribute at al to that passage.

The concern is the major cost that is incurred by that pilot
entering the boat, taking a nice comfortable chair, riding from one
port to another and supposedly fulfilling his or her commitment in
determining what is a safe route and the best way to go.

| can see that this may be necessary when foreign boats comes
into the seaway, perhaps from the European continent or some
other country. When they enter the seaway it isnew territory oritis
territory they may only travel a few times each year. Under those
circumstances the regulations should require that those vessels
should take on pilots as it ensures safety on the Great Lakes. It
ensures that the correct route is taken and that the necessary
requirements are met. | do not understand al of those require-
ments.

| do see the case for a shipping company—the hon. minister and
the parliamentary secretary certainly know the companies to which
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| am referring—that is consistently on the lakes and has been for
years. They have experienced captains. Perhaps that is another
requirement. Perhaps the captains have to travel the lakes so many
years. After they have been travelling the lakes and navigating the
ship on the seaway for some many years, they have the right to be
their own pilot. Maybe some regulations could be put in place to
deal with that issue.

Why should the shipping company incur the extra cost of pilots
when they are not needed on the boat at that time? It isamajor cost
to the industry. Certainly it employs somebody and creates a job. |
understand that some of these pilot jobs are passed on from one
family member to another. There are three or four familiesin their
third or fourth generation of pilots so it is an industry for them.

Under the regulations the shippers on the Great Lakes have to
use them. They have a guaranteed income, awonderful thing, and |
know they would not want to upset that. In practical terms it just
does not seem right.

| recommend to the parliamentary secretary, the minister and the
government that they look at this and maybe set up categories of
where the requirements of a pilot are necessary and where they are
not necessary. That makes some common sense as | see it.

I am making a judgment, maybe as a prairie gopher. | do not
understand all of the things that happen in terms of navigation on
the Great Lakes. But after standing back and looking at it in a
common sense way, in terms of efficiency and the shipping
companies not incurring costs that are not necessary, | think that
would be very right.

Asafarmer in western Canada, some of the grain | grow travels
on the Great Lakes. It is moving on those boats. The Upper Lake
Shipping Company, for example, moved some of my grain on the
Great Lakes. | guess | am paying something extra because of the
pilotage cost that is built into the system.

| certainly appreciate the new objectives that have been set out
for the port authorities. It is good that is being done. They sound
excellent. The accountability that is built into it is certainly
supportable and of merit.

| ask the minister to have a second look at pilotage when
regulations are designed to look at what is right and what is not
right.

® (1025)

The third objective that the minister set out in his remarksis that
the new act will be more responsive to the users. That is a good
objective. It is the consumer, the user that really needs it, not the
government. It should not be abill for government. It should not be
a bill to protect the bureaucrats of the system and enhance their
jobs. It should not be a hill to protect the pilots. It should be a bill
that enhances the opportunity of the users, that allows them to be
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efficient, to keep the costs down and to have safety as their utmost
responsibility. | believe that is built into the bill.

| would like to thank the House for the opportunity to speak to
this bill. On that basis | am prepared to support it as an individual
member from western Canada.

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Mercier (Blainville—Deux-Montagnes, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, first | will give a brief description of the bill and then |
will outline the Bloc's position.

Bill C-44 implements the federal government’'s new national
marine policy. Three hundred and twenty-four Transport Canada
ports are equipped for commercia traffic. Ninety per cent of
marine traffic goes through 45 ports. This bill mainly affects three
major marine issues, namely ports, pilotage and the seaway.

As far as ports are concerned, 324 of them come under the
jurisdiction of Transport Canada, which shows the scope of this
bill. The bill calls for the creation of Canada port authorities or
CPAs, which will be private not for profit organizations operating
in accordance with market discipline. The Canada Ports Corpora-
tion is being dismantled but the federal government still owns the
federal lands on which CPAs are located.

As for the seaway, the government intends to continue to
commercialize operations, as the bill allows the federal govern-
ment to reach an agreement on management and operations with
the private sector.

Finally, pilotage authorities will no longer have access to public
funds.

Hereis our party’s position on these provisions. First of al, we
must emphasize that we have always supported the port divestment
and commercialization policy, as we pointed out in our May 1995
report on Canada's marine strategy. Therefore we support the hill
in principle; however, we have four reservations about it.

First, some neglected ports must be rehabilitated. The new
managers and owners should not be penalized by the federa
government’s failure to properly maintain many federally-owned
harbours and ports in recent years. They must have access to
facilities that are in reasonable shape. In this regard, officials tried
to reassure us by saying that $125 million has been set aside for this
purpose, but this amount seems woefully inadequate.

Second, during the divestment process, the federal government
will have to take into account the differences between the various
port facilities. Some profitable ports will sell easily, but other will
need more assistance from public officials and the local communi-
ty. We, in the Bloc Quebecois, want to emphasize this important

point and we will be watching the federal government to ensure it
takes regional disparities into account.

Third, even though the federal government wants to withdraw
financialy from the area of shipping, paradoxically, it wants to
impose government representation on the boards of directors. This
isjust one more of many areas in which the federal government has
tried to retain full power while withdrawing financially since the
Liberals have been back in power. The government is decentraliz-
ing its deficit but trying to maintain control over shipping.

® (1030)

Our fourth and last reservation is with the federal government
wanting to divest itself within six years of ports that do not meet
the requirements to become part of the ports system: traffic
diversity, connections with other transport modes, and financial
autonomy. At the end of these six years, it will decide what should
happen to those ports that did not sell. This deadline may well
cause insecurity in many communities, in Canada and Quebec.

The Bloc Quebecois is for the commercialization of the St.
Lawrence Seaway. We are aso for government support for the
building of ships suited for seaway navigation, which we feel is
essential to the continued operation of the seaway and to shipyards
in Quebec and Canada. Because of the reservations | have just
listed, however, the Bloc cannot support Bill C-44 as it stands.
Following the consultations scheduled to start on Monday, my
party will propose amendments and, depending on how well these
amendments are received, will vote accordingly.

To conclude, Bill C-44 clearly shows how miserably the federal
marine policy has failed these past twenty years. The federa
government just realized, although a bit late, that its involvement
over the years has resulted in costly and cumbersome bureaucrati-
zation as well as ineffective management. The St. Lawrence
Seaway is a good example of this.

More than $7 billion, in 1996 dollars, has been spent by the
federal government on the seaway. But the seaway only generates
$70 million per year in revenue, a 1 per cent return on the
investment. Add to this the fact that shipping has declined by half
since 1970. These figures show how effective federal policies are
in shipping as in many other areas.

[English]

Mr. Bob Ringma (Nanaimo—Cowichan, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to start by saying that this intercession is being
delivered on behalf of my colleague, the Reform transportation
critic, the member for Kootenay West—Revelstoke. Reform sup-
ports the intent of Bill C-44. However, there are severa areas with
which we have concerns and | would like to expose those in the
next few minutes.
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The motion before us is to refer the bill to committee before
second reading. We will support that motion but | believe it isin
order to state the reasons for that support and the reservations we
have.

Thefirst time this procedure was used on a transport bill was the
legidlation dealing with the privatization of CN Rail. We supported
the Liberal argument that this process would alow the bill to be
dealt with better in committee and that it would make it more
amenable to amendments. Those assurances were false.

The bill was debated at length and our transport critic brought
forward several amendments designed to improve the bill that we
had already generally agreed with. Although several Liberal mem-
bers of the committee expressed words of agreement with some of
those amendments, when it came time for the vote every amend-
ment was defeated by the same Liberal Party that asked for our
support for the new streamlined procedure.

Interestingly, after the bill was passed in the House and imple-
mented it became very clear that the Liberals would have been wise
to have accepted some of those Reform amendments.

The next transport bill to come before the House with a motion
to send it to committee before second reading was the Canada
Transport Act. Thistime, based on the false promises issued by the
Liberals on the previous transport bill, the Reform Party did not
support the motion. When the bill ended up in committee our critic
once again went to work exposing numerous flaws with a bill that
we generally supported. Once again he brought forward numerous
motions designed to improve a bill that we did want to support.

Unlike with the previous hill, the Liberals listened and then
supported the mgjority of those amendments. Although there were
a couple of rejected amendments which we felt were deal killers,
we do acknowledge the Liberals’ improved attitude in dealing with
our amendments. Because of this improved attitude we are willing
to give them another chance to act asthey promised when they first
introduced this procedure.

® (1035)

Having given our reasons for supporting the motion to refer the
bill to committee before second reading so as to make it more
amenable to amendments, | will now place the government on
notice as to some of the aspects of the bill we have difficulty with.

However, before | do that there is one other item that needs to be
brought out. This bill was introduced in the House last spring. The
intent of doing so was supposedly to allow the appropriate people
to have the summer to study the bill in order to be prepared to study
it again upon the reconvening of Parliament in September.

One of the instruments utilized by members of Parliament is a
briefing book on the bill supplied by the appropriate department,
in this case transport. Our transport critic, the member for Koote-
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nay West—Revelstoke, did not receive the briefing book until the
afternoon of September 25. That is not acceptable. | hope this
disregard for proper and timely action is not an indication of how
this bill will be dealt with.

During summer our transportation critic studied this bill and
made notes of his concerns. He then went on the road to discussthe
bill with various port operators and users. He began his meetings
by asking for their reaction to Bill C-44. He found in virtually
every case that many of the concerns of those he visited were
identical to his own concerns.

Those areas of common concern include the size and the
make-up of the board of directors. Section 6(2)(f) stipulates that
the number of directors be between nine and eleven. Most port
operators do not need nor do they want that large a board. Of those
operators our critic visited, the desired number indicated ranged
from threeto five. One operator who did support five stated that he
could live with seven but would prefer the lower number.

The Reform Party had previously expressed its opinion of board
of director make-up in its minority report in the marine study
completed by the Standing Committee on Transport last year. We
believe in government participation but not government control.

Section 6(2)(f)(v)) of the bill states that one director is to be
appointed by concerned municipalities and one by the province,
two specifically in the case of the Port of Vancouver, and all other
directors are to be appointed by the Minister of Transport. In the
case of some of those appointments, the minister isto consult with
the users. But no obligation is placed on the minister to appoint
those who are chosen by the users.

The government may argue it isitsintention to appoint directors
selected by the users but if it does not say that, it is not likely to
happen. If the minister doesindeed plan to appoint those elected by
the users, why not just let the users appoint their own directors, but
not in the numbers stipulated in the bill? No one group, be it the
government, the municipalities or the users, should havein itself a
majority on the board.

Section 9 and others within the hill set out a provision that
cancels any right that current office holders might have to com-
pensation, damages or indemnity.

Section 11(2) goes further by clearing stating that neither the
port authority nor Her Mgjesty in Right in Canadais bound by any
severance agreement entered into between a predecessor of the port
authority and any of its officers after December 1, 1995. Given that
transport is the same department that gave us the Pearson cancella-
tion bill, we should not be surprised that it would do something like
this.

Section 24 restricts the right of a port authority to operate any
form of business which may provide needed cash flow revenues
for the port. For example, Fraser port does partial assembly of
vehicles upon their arrival. That is good business and aids in the
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financia viability of the port. The government should not be
restricting this activity, it should be encouraging it. Fraser Port is
an example of how we should set up the new port authorities. | am
glad to see the nod across the way from the parliamentary secretary
to go in that direction.

® (1040)

Section 27(3) states that a port authority may not mortgage any
property that it holds in any manner. Does this restriction apply
only to the crown land turned over to the port to operate or does it
include other properties which have or may in the future be bought
by the port authority? Thiswethink is overly restrictive and creates
serious financia problems for the ports.

Another problem section is 36(5). This either stops a port
authority from acquiring a new property or at a minimum requires
an amendment to the letters patent each time there is a purchase.
Theideaof thehill isto get rid of bureaucratic red tape, as stated by
the parliamentary secretary, not create more.

Section 45 states that the Official Languages Act applies to a
port authority as if it were a federal institution. That is absolutely
without merit. Why would the Port of Prince Rupert on B.C.'s
north coast need to be bilingual? Why would small ports at other
west coast locations need to have this unnecessary expense and
hiring restriction placed on them? It is not a matter of not wanting
to provide a bilingual service, it is simply that no one would ever
use it. Let us be practical.

Section 56 setsit up for the minister to gouge money for little or
no service out of certain ports like Kitimat. Considering that the
Minister of Transport is also supposed to be the Liberal cabinet
representative for B.C., he should be ashamed of allowing such an
unfair provision to remain in the bill.

Section 63 is little better and is aso likely to cause undue
hardship on Kitimat.

While there are some other areas of concern, these are the most
contentious. We are giving the government fair notice as to where
our concernslie. | hope it will remain open minded and work with
us to make Bill C-44 one which all parties can support and one
which will benefit all Canadians.

[Translation]

Mr. Antoine Dubé (L évis, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
take part in this debate because, when we dea with the marine
sector, the MIL Davie workers, in my riding of Lévis, immediately
come to mind. My goal is to see if this bill includes measures that
will be beneficial for these workers.

Why do | think in these terms? Because Bill C-44 is pompously
called the CanadaMarine Act. However, thereis nothing in it about

marine construction or the merchant navy. Yet, | saw Liberals,
including the Prime Minister, come to meet MIL Davie workers
and tell them that a summit would be held and a policy would be
developed.

In the end, this bill deals primarily with ports. What is it al
about? The member for Blainville—Deux-Montagnes, who spoke
before me, stated the Bloc's position. In principle, we cannot
opposethishill, because it theoretically seeksto take palitics out of
port authorities. However, we are not so sure that this will actually
be the case.

For example, in most cases, the federal government will contin-
ue to appoint the directors of a port authority. As mentioned in
clause 12(1), there will be an officia representing the federal
government, but, with the exception of those individuals appointed
by the municipalities and the provinces, the others, including those
representing the users, will be appointed by the federal govern-
ment.

| happen to come from the region of Lévis, across from Quebec
City, which has a major port.

® (1045)

Over the years, | watched what was going on in the port of
Quebec, because there are port facilities on both sides of theriver.
What happened is that, over the ten previous years, the port of
Quebec had accumulated profits of $36 million. This prompted the
federal Conservative government, and then the Liberals, to grab
$33 million out of the $36 million.

Under the circumstances, you will understand why the port
authorities had no real incentive to make profits. The member for
Blainville—Deux-Montagnes talked about siphoning off profits
and he is absolutely right. This best describes what took place. The
federal government was siphoning off the profits and, then it says,
in the bill, that the previous policy has failed. This is indeed the
case, because, wherever it was cost-effective, the federal govern-
ment moved in and took amounts for its own administration.

The Bloc Quebecois has certain concerns, one being that,
although the port of Quebec City was cost-effective, smaller ports,
and there are many of them, are not in the same situation. We are
still worried about them. Often, ports are in pitiful shape. The
federal government has neglected the maintenance of several small
ports and now it would like to turn these small ports over to local
entrepreneurs, rely on the spirit of economic development and
initiative that local people may have.

It is not much of a gift in some cases, unless the necessary
money is invested. We will see, during the consultation, because
there will be hearings at which the various stakehol ders throughout
Canada who are interested in the matter may express their views.



September 27, 1996

COMMONS DEBATES

4793

The members of the Bloc Quebecais, the official opposition, will
be present at each of these hearings to listen to peopl€e's concerns.

At first sight, $125 million to refurbish al the ports concerned
seems insufficient to us. Sometimes, what is needed is an analogy
with what is happening in other areas. This morning, | read in the
newspaper about a group of five small regional airportsin Quebec
that have decided to make representations to the federal govern-
ment. The representatives say that they would be interested in
taking over management of these airports, but that they are in
unsatisfactory shape at the moment. For ayear, or 18 months now, |
believe, we have been seeing, if we look at specific cases, that
people are realizing that if an adjustment is not made, it is not as
interesting for local authorities to take over the administration of
what the federal government leaves behind.

I will give another small example. | personally wonder. Take the
Toronto airport, You will tell meit is not the same thing, but it till
has a bearing on the ports. The Conservative government had
decided to privatize Pearson, but the Liberal government wanted to
prevent privatization. Why? Because there was morein it for them
that way. It makes me wonder. When something brings in money,
the government wants to hang on to it to fill its own coffers, but
whenit isalosing proposition, and when the government itself has
contributed to the deterioration of the infrastructures, it wants to
hand it over to the local authorities.

At first sight, this strikes me as areal contradiction. So during
these hearings on the ports, people will have a chance to express
their concerns. | think that these hearings will provide an opportu-
nity for them to do so.

® (1050)

Theonly thing | seeisthat thetime limit seemsvery short. In the
human resources development committee | have seen that people
have not had enough time to prepare a brief because of the time
limits. The democratic process, though generally very good, is not
always followed as it should be, because people have not been
given the necessary time to prepare. At any rate, we shall see what
happens.

This the reason for the Bloc Quebecois serious reservations,
despite our support of the principle.

There is aso the matter of pilotage. | have had a lot of
representations from people about the St. Lawrence, where |
understand it will be implemented in 1998. The St. Lawrence pilots
have expressed their concerns to me. They are not sure it is a good
thing to move the St. Lawrence pilot administration to Ottawa. In
this instance, centralization does not seem attractive at first glance.

Finally, as for privatization and increased commercialization of
the St. Lawrence Seaway, | would be in agreement with that. Yet |
would point out that, as the member for Lévis, | would certainly
like to see this new legidlation take into consideration the fact that

Government Orders

vessels plying the St. Lawrence Seaway in future will have to be
built with a narrower seaway in mind. We are well aware that it is
not all that easy to navigate through al kinds of submerged
barriers. As well, environmental protection regulations would be
necessary.

If al of this were done, the situation of the workers at MIL
Davie, whom | represent here, would aso be improved.

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (L ac-Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker, |
rise in the House today to speak to Bill C-44 which concerns
shipping.

First of al, | would like to digress somewhat. Speaking of
transport, two weeks ago in my riding we opened the VVé oroute des
bleuets, a bicycle path around the Lac-Saint-Jean that will give al
visitors aswell as residents a chance to tour thislovely region. It is
probably one of the few bicycle paths that forms a loop, in other
words, you never cover the same ground twice.

| say this just in passing. Now, from cycling to boating.

Shippingis probably one of the most important economic sectors
in Quebec and Canada. Need | add that it helped create our two
countries. That is why it is essential to consider every aspect of a
bill that concerns this sector before taking action.

Mr. Pettigrew: Two countries?
Mr. Tremblay (Lac-Saint-Jean): Yes, two countries.

The proposed legislation implements the federal government’s
national marine policy announced in December 1995. Thisis new
legidation that will regulate the entire shipping sector, both in
Quebec and Canada.

The government dares to refer to this legidation as the Canada
Marine Act. In fact, we are really talking about legidation to
regulate shipping in Quebec and in Canada. So why is there no
reference to shipbuilding, an important industry in Quebec? Why is
there no reference to shipyards? Why is there no reference to the
merchant navy? | intend to answer those questions.

First of all, because the federal government’s marine policy has
been a complete flop. A good exampleisthe St. Lawrence Seaway.
In 20 years, the federal government has invested $7 billion—quite
a bundle—while annual revenues amount to about $70 million
annually. The situation is pretty clear.

The government is definitely in the red, and furthermore, today’s
shipping is half what it was in the seventies, in the good old days.
This is why the government wants to get rid of the embarrassing
economic situation of its ports, while maintaining afinal say onthe
membership of the boards of directors that will have the responsi-
bility for managing the ports.
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In this regard, clauses 12(1)(a) amd (e) of the bill provide that
the federal government will have a representative on each of these
boards in addition to appointing the other members in consultation
with the users. But the bill does not specify whether or not the
minister is required to respect the users' choice. | think that this, in
away, shows the irony of this bill. The government should not try
to sell usabill of goods: it cannot get rid of the infrastructure, and
still have a say in this.

The government may well consult with users and then appoint
whoever they want, as this seems to be a halmark of the party
across theway. Again, the government talks about decentralization
but the facts show a totaly different situation. In government
language, it simply means getting rid of the federal deficit at the
expense of the other levels of government while maintaining
control through a federally-appointed board of directors and espe-
cialy saving the work for its own officials. This is reminiscent of
what is happening here in Ottawa, where everyone is working to
keep his or her job. Effectiveness does not matter.

Given the state of Canada's deficit, the government should
perhaps sell off the whole country, keeping only the Parliament
buildings. That would be one way to get rid of its debts.

An hon. member: First they must find a buyer.

Mr. Tremblay (L ac-Saint-Jean): Right, the problem is finding
abuyer. That would be one way for the government to get rid of its
debts without losing its decision making power, which is very
important.

In the end, | seriously wonder about two problems that might
arisefrom thishill. First, | am very concerned by the wide variation
in the commercia viability of the various ports. The government
should take into account the differences between the various port
facilities. Aswe know, some ports are more profitable than others
and will sell off quickly, while others will need more help from
both the public and the private sectors and from local communities.
Making them commercially viable will increase our already heavy
financial burden.

The second problem that bothers me is this. In what kind of
shape will the ports the federal government will hand over to the
private sector be? Finaly, as my colleague for Lévis said essential-
ly, earlier, when something is profitable, you retain control over it
and pocket the profits, otherwise, you divest ourselves of it. It isa
well known fact that several harbours and ports were |eft to look
after their own maintenance and modernization. Officials did try to
reassure us by saying that $125 millions will be earmarked for
repairs to ports that have not been properly maintained. Given the
condition of certain ports, it seems clear to me that $125 million is
very definitely not enough. Again, this goes to show that the

government’s sole aim is to get out of debt by shifting the costs of
repair onto other levels of government and the private sector.

The Bloc Quebecois is very much in favour of the commercial-
ization of the St. Lawrence Seaway. At the same time, we are for
government support for the building of ships suited for seaway
navigation. We will be looking at the bill with a view to making
suggestions on how to improve it, so that it better meets the
expectations of all Quebecers and Canadians.

Asl said and | repeat, shipping, particularly on the St. Lawrence
Seaway, represents an important industry, an economy, which must
not be taken lightly. The government must consider the merits of
my line of argument.

[English]

TheActing Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Rather than give the floor to
amember for one minute, we will proceed to members’ statements
and then we will resume this debate after question period.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

® (1100)

[English]

JOHN CHILD

Mr. John Cannis (Scarborough Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to extend my congratulations and praise to a constituent
of my riding of Scarborough Centre for his outstanding perfor-
mance in the 1996 Summer Olympic Games.

My constituent John Child competed in one of the new medal
sports introduced this year, beach volleyball. Mr. Child along with
his partner Mark Heese competed against the best players in the
world and went on to win a bronze medal in the finas, proving
once again that Canadaisindeed aforce to be reckoned with in this
new and increasingly popular sport.

To follow up on their bronze medal, Mr. Child and Mr. Heese
went on to win the Canadian National Beach Volleyball Champion-
ships which were held right here in Ottawa over the Labour Day
weekend.

It iswith great pride that | again congratulate John Child on his
pursuit of excellence in his chosen sport. Well done, John.
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[Translation]

THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SEMINAIRE DE
JOLIETTE

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on Sunday,
September 29, Joliette’s oldest educationa institution will cele-
brate its 150th anniversary.

In 1846, Barthélemy Joliette, the founder of the city, established
the College Joliette, which later became the Séminaire de Joliette,
then the Académie Antoine-Manseau, and now the Cégep Joliette-
de-Lanaudiére. Headed by the Clercs de Saint-Viateur, with the
support of secular priests and lay persons, this ingtitution has
always offered top quality education and training, and boasts
among its former students the current Prime Minister of Canada
and member for Shawinigan, and the deputy premier of Quebec,
Jean-Bernard Landry.

Today, | have the great privilege of paying tribute to my former
alma mater. The dedication, perseverance and generosity of its
builders contributed significantly to the enrichment of our country
and to the development of Quebecers.

[English]

PRIME MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Jim Abbott (K ootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the Prime
Minister has done it yet again with the appointment of Wilfred
Moore to the Senate yesterday. He has extended his unbroken
streak of blatantly and cynically putting his Liberal Party interests
ahead of democracy in Canada.

| do not need to talk about Mr. Moore's impeccable Liberal
pedigree because the Prime Minister wants only people who would
do his bidding.

Canadians should realize how the Prime Minister is perverting
the Canadian democratic process. For example, Canadians assume
because their elected representatives overcame strong lobbying by
the heritage minister and her department that there be a ban on
cable company negative option billing that the ban would come
into effect but thisis not so. Even as we speak the Liberal senators
are being told how to vote on behalf of the heritage department, on
behalf of the cable companies and against consumers. This Prime
Minister wants to have his own way.

Perverting the Canadian demacratic process with endless Senate
appointments works against Canadians who are demanding ac-
countability instead of Liberal manipulation.

S0.31
DRAYTON FESTIVAL

Mr. John Richardson (Perth—Wellington—Waterloo, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to the Drayton Festival.
Located in my riding, the Drayton Festival will conclude its sixth
season on Sunday, October 6.

A true success story, the festival has quickly grown from 16,000
tickets sold in 1991 to 60,000 this year. Running from May to
October, the 21-week season is the third longest running summer
theatre in Ontario.

This season the most popular show was a Canadian musical play
about the second world war as seen through the eyes of six
Canadian soldiers. Extremely popular with all audiences and
heavily supported by the Royal Canadian L egion, the show was 98
per cent sold out.

The theatre, which receives no government money, recently
launched a $1.5 million capital campaign to renovate its historic
building. To date over $500,000 has been raised.

As you can see, Mr. Speaker, the success of the theatre is
phenomenal, especially when you consider it islocated in avillage
with a population of 1,300.

* * %

ARTHRITISMONTH

Mrs. Beryl Gaffney (Nepean, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to inform the House that September has been designated Arthritis
Month by the Arthritis Society.

Arthritis is a significant health issue that has disabled 600,000
Canadians and has become the most common cause of long term
disability in Canada. It costs our economy more than $5 billion
annualy.

There is till no cure. Arthritis research is a critical component
of the strategy to address this disorder.

During Arthritis Month this year, a new Internet site is being
launched by the Arthritis Society in conjunction with the society’s
corporate partner and the Canadian Rheumatology Association.

The web site is being developed, maintained and supported on a
voluntary basis by a dynamic team of Canadian rheumatologists,
orthopedic surgeons, physical and occupational therapists and
family physicians.

| congratulate the Arthritis Society and its 100,000 dedicated
volunteers whose efforts continue to bring hope to many Canadians
suffering from arthritis.

® (1105)

VAUGHAN INTERACT CLUB

Mr. Maurizio Bevilacqua (York North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
this summer | was invited to speak at the founding of the Vaughan
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Interact Club. At a time in our country’s history when youth
unemployment is a challenge, organizations such as the Interact
Club are essential.

Sponsored by our local Rotary Club and the Vaughan Chamber
of Commerce, Interact gives area youths the opportunity to learn
valuable leadership and teamwork skills while gaining experience
that will serve them well down the road. By focusing on communi-
ty service and understanding, Interact prepares our youth for the
challenges they face entering the world of work.

To the youths who have taken the initiative to join Interact and
the business leaders who will volunteer their time, | say to them,
congratulations. They have made a wise decision and one which
will benefit themselves and the community in which they live.

This type of effective partnership between youth, community
associations and area businesses is exactly the kind of alliance that
is needed to help our youth take on their future and realize their full
potential.

[Translation]

ANNE HEBERT

Mr. Gaston L eroux (Richmond—Wolfe, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on
August 29, novelist and poet Anne Hébert gave to the University of
Sherbrooke several manuscripts and audio material representing
the greater part of her literary work in Quebec before 1960.

These documents are an invaluable part of our heritage. When
the agreement was signed between M s Hébert and the University of
Sherbrooke, university Rector Pierre Reid said to the author: “Ms
Hébert, the gift you are making today to the University of
Sherbrooke will form the basis of research for generations of
students.”

In order to promote research, the University of Sherbrooke
pledged to create a centre, scheduled to open in May of 1997.
Michel Gosselin, a professor of literature at the Collége de
Sherbrooke, a writer and a friend of the author, will chair the
steering committee of this research centre.

My colleagues and | wish to extend our warm appreciation to Ms

Hébert for this gift to the Province of Quebec, and particularly to
the Eastern Townships.

[English]

YOUNG OFFENDERS ACT

Mr. Bob Ringma (Nanaimo—Cowichan, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
years of half measures dealing with youth crime have left Cana-

dians with laws that alow criminals to go unpunished because they
are between the ages of 12 and 17.

Victims rights groups and Canadians in general have been shut
out of the process to reform the Young Offenders Act. However, in
my riding of Nanaimo—Cowichan, constituents are being heard on
this issue.

Using the direct democracy initiative of televoting, residents are
voting on the following questions:

1. Do you feel that youths charged with violent crimes should
automatically be dealt with in adult court?

2. Should the names of youths convicted of a serious crime be
released to the public?

3. Should the Young Offenders Act be amended to lower the age
at which a youth can be charged from 12 years to 10?

To date, 698 people have responded and in time their views will
be reflected in legidation which | will bring before this House.

* Kk %

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Vic Althouse (Mackenzie, NDP): Mr. Speaker, athough
the Liberals promised to keep marketing boards, the Crow benefit
and branch lines, they have already gotten rid of two of those three
pillars of their policy. When confronted with their duplicity they
say that the international agreements made them do it. However,
during the election they said they would not sign those agreements.

Now the Liberal government has offered up marketing boards on
the sacrificial altar of free trade for the 1999 round. Canadian
officials did not haveto call them state trading entities but they did.
The government did not have to sign onto the agenda but it did.

Unfortunately for Canadian farmers who want to keep single
desk selling, our officials have willingly taken the poison to kill the
boards and now we find there is no antidote. What is worse, no one
inside the government seems to be looking for one.

* * %

IMPAIRED DRIVING

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Simcoe North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would
like to draw the House's attention to the problem of impaired
driving, a serious socia problem which unfortunately still mani-
fests itself in our society with all the negative consequences it
entails.

[Translation]

Many have proposed solutions to this serious problem, without
giving proper thought to their degree of success. Impaired driving
is a complex issue that cannot be resolved by adopting ill-consid-
ered half-measures.
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[English]

The problem of impaired driving requires comprehensive, not
piecemeal solutions. Dealing with impaired drivers requires efforts
in the socia as well as the legislative arenas. Only then will we
succeed in our goal to eradicate this crimina and socialy unac-
ceptable behaviour.

® (1110)

CANADIANUNITY

Mr. Eugene Bellemare (Carleton—Gloucester, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | wish to commend a constituent of mine from Greely in
Osgoode township who has found a novel way to promote Cana
dian unity.

Mr. Kent Hamilton has created a train whistle out of Canadian
pine and cedar which provides a sound reminiscent of early steam
engines that brought our country together from the Atlantic to the
Pecific in 1885.

[Translation]

Mr. Hamilton calls his instrument in both officia languages:
I’'Unisifflet and The Great Canadian Whistle. | am proud to join
him, and many others, to show our national pride by blowing in the
Great Canadian Whistle.

[English]

HEALTH CARE

Ms. Judy Bethel (Edmonton East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
premier of Alberta visited financiers on Wall Street in New York
City this week extolling the virtues of the Alberta advantage.
However people on the main streets in Edmonton East know the
premier isignoring one essential element of the Alberta advantage,
one that is of paramount importance to Albertans: quality health
care services and an accessible health care system.

The premier believes that responsible health care restructuring
simply means taking dollars out of the system without any
consideration for the impact on people, on services or on budgets.

The results of cutting too deep too fast with no planning were
illustrated this week when Alberta's regional health authorities
reported a combined deficit of $100.6 million for the 1995-96
fiscal year.

Albertans clearly see health care in that province as an Alberta
disadvantage. Their confidence rests with our Prime Minister who
understands their overwhelming desire for an effective, efficient

S0.31

health care system and who is committed to upholding the prin-
ciples of the Canada Headlth Act.

[Translation]

THE MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENCE

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | would like
the Minister of National Defence to explain to this House what he
means when he says that the generals in the Canadian Armed
Forces carry no more weight than a plumber.

To my knowledge, when something is wrong with the plumbing,
you call a good plumber. And when a government has problems
with its armed forces, it makes just as much sense for it to attach a
minimum of importance to the opinions of its generals.

When the defence minister says that his generals carry no more
weight than a plumber in the decisions concerning the armed
forces, what use then are these generals?

In my opinion, the minister is no longer seeing straight in this
affair. Hislack of judgment and inappropriate remarks point to one
thing: he is no longer able to hold such a position.

The Prime Minister has no choice but to call for the resignation
of the defence minister.

[English]

THE LATE BERT HARGRAVE

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to inform the House of the passing of a former member of
Parliament from Medicine Hat constituency, Mr. Bert Hargrave.

Mr. Hargrave devoted his lifetime to the promotion of agricul-
ture and public service, and often the twain did meet.

A graduate of the University of Saskatchewan, he served as a
tank engineer in World War 11. A strong supporter of agriculture, he
took over the family farm at Walsh, Alberta in 1945. In 1972 he
took office as a Conservative member until retiring in 1984,
serving for a time as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Agriculture. His tireless devation to his life work was recognized
when he was inducted into the Alberta Agriculture Hall of Fame.

Over the years | met him on several occasions. | was honoured
when in his later years he became a member and supporter of my

party.

Mr. Hargrave was a typical western gentleman: tough, straight-
forward and generous. He passed away Tuesday at age 79 and will
be laid to rest on Monday beside his wife Amy.
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| know the House will join me in extending sympathies to his
family. He will be sorely missed. May he rest in peace.

[Translation]

REFERENCE TO THE SUPREME COURT

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Bloc Quebecois showed us once again
that its talents lie more in the politics of showmanship than in
dialogue. The reference of the question of a unilateral declaration
of independence to the Supreme Court surely does not merit such a
frenzied spectacle from the Bloc Quebecois.

The sole purpose of our government’s decision is to demystify
the concept put forward by the separatists that Quebec has the right
to unilaterally declare its independence.

We are in no way denying the right of the government of Quebec
to organize a consultative referendum on the future of Quebec. We
merely wish to avoid having any future unilateral declaration of
independence by the government of Quebec take placein confusion
and chaos.

We believe that the interest of the people of Quebec must come
before the separatists’ partisan interests. We urge the Bloc Quebe-
cois to co-operate in this important process of clarification.

® (1115)

REFERENCE TO THE SUPREME COURT

Mr. Nick Discepola (Vaudreuil, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the govern-
ment of Quebec will not comment on the reference to the Supreme
Court by the Minister of Justice.

Yet, last May 29, in connection with the Bertrand case, Lucien
Bouchard took quite a different position from that just adopted by
his government, and | quote: ““I obviously cannot just alow the
court to go ahead without saying anything. The lawyers are
attacking Quebec's rights”.

Asfor the leader of the Bloc Quebecois, he said on June 5, and |
am again quoting: ““| have aways told Mr. Bouchard, and | told
him again recently, that the policy of the empty chair is not
appropriate at this time”.

Quebecers are entitled to know the separatists’ arguments con-
cerning the unilateral declaration of independence. To refuse to
take part in the deliberations of the Supreme Court isto deny them
this right.

[English]

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, last April 5 a terrible tragedy occurred in my riding of
Okanagan—Shuswap which resulted in the shooting deaths of nine
people. My deep sympathy goes out to all their family and friends
who have suffered again through the coroner’s inquest which has
revealed a lot of heartbreaking information.

The police will now routinely contact the spouse when a person
applies for arestricted weapon. This sounds good in theory, but in
practice the RCMP already have their hands too full dealing with a
20-year crimewave and laws which impose so much red tape that it
can take longer for the officer to complete the paperwork than a
judge imposes as the sentence.

Nevertheless, our present government continues to cut funding
for the administration of justice. My office has received complaints
that the public does not believe there are enough police to protect
law-abiding citizens and their property.

The investigation into the so-called Vernon massacre clearly
indicates the continuing lack of justice in our crimina justice
system.

FISHERIES

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise
again to encourage the government in its efforts to develop
sustainable domestic and international fish stocks management
policies. We need to put our own house in order in the inland and
marine fisheries so that we can ratify the United Nations conven-
tion on the law of the sea in the near future.

In the meantime, we should surpass the standards set by the FAO
code of conduct for responsible fisheries.

We should also use all our influence to gain full international
recognition for the agreement on straddling stocks and highly
migratory fish.

The policies and achievements of the Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans last year gave us a position of moral leadership in global
fish stocks management. We should work to retain that position.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]

CONSTITUTION

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, the Minister of Justice referred to conditions
mutually acceptable to Canadians and Quebecers based on the
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Canadian Constitution. Need | remind everyone that this Constitu-
tion has been judged unacceptable by all of the governments of
Quebec? The present federal Minister of Immigration, who is
present in the House, moreover, held that opinion when she was a
member of the Quebec National Assembly. | do not know whether
she has changed her mind since then.

The Minister of Justice also stated yesterday, and | quote: *“We
shall take whatever steps are necessary in the months ahead to
comply with the commitment we gave in the speech from the
throne”.

Doesthe Minister of Justice confirm that referral to the Supreme
Court is only the first step of plan B, and that the federal
government is preparing to impose impossible conditions on
Quebec, by setting the rules for the referendum itself?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): No, Mr. Speaker, and might | add a note of
redity to this?

It was Mr. Bouchard himself who sent his Minister of Justice
into a Montreal court room, afew months ago, in the spring of this
year, in order to convince it to close the Bertrand case because,
under the Constitution, the courts have nothing to do with sover-
eignty. He was not successful. We responded to that in court and
were successful in convincing the judge to continue because the
court does indeed have arole to play by deciding these matters of
law.

After that, the Quebec Minister of Justice left the case, yet the
basic questions remain, those raised by Mr. Bouchard and his
Minister of Justice themselves.

® (1120)

We have raised those fundamental questions in the highest court
of the land, and Mr. Bouchard and the Government of Quebec have
refused to participate. In my opinion, the only conclusion we can
reach isthat Mr. Bouchard and the Government of Quebec are well
aware that what we maintain is true: unilateral action is illegal.

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the unilateral action by the Government of Quebec is
illegal, yet the unilateral action by the federal government islegal.
That is this boils down to. That is what they mean by democracy.

Their “democracy’ is a game with loaded dice. Their * democ-
racy” denies the existence of the people of Quebec.

Will the Minister of Justice admit that any desire for change
expressed by the people of Quebec is subject to a veto by any one
of the provinces, from Newfoundland to Prince Edward Island,
since unanimity is required under the Constitution, a constitution
no Quebec government, whether Liberal or PQ, has accepted or
signed?

Oral Questions
[English]

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it suits the purpose of the hon.
member to confuse oneissue with another. What he failsto address
isthat the onerulethat bindsusall in this country istherule of law.

What is at issue here is whether that rule of law is to govern al
that we do, including resolving the great national question of
separation.

We made clear yesterday that we must respect a decisive
majority on a clear question on that issue as expressed by the
population of Quebec. The question will be separation or not,
nothing in between, not partnership or any such thing. Separation
or not is the clear and honest question that must be asked.

We have every confidence that when that question is asked, the
population of Quebec will vote, as it has done on two earlier
occasions, for a united Canada.

The issue we confront in the case that we have now referred to
the Supreme Court of Canada is this. My hon. friend and the
government of the province of Quebec pretend that if they get the
result they want the very next day they can walk away unilaterally
from the nation that is Canada. That is not so.

They would have to follow negotiations to resolve the tough
issues involved in separation, not partnership. Those negotiations
have to be in accordance with an orderly process consistent with
the rule of law.

That is our point in taking his questions to the Supreme Court of
Canada.

[Translation]

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, we are getting closer and closer to the real bottom line.
What this minister is telling us is that Quebecers and their
government lack the maturity and democracy to be capable of
making a decision on their own concerning their development,
their future. That we need the other provinces, the anglophone
majority in Canada, to tells us how to go about it. That is the
bottom line.

With the exception of his better approach, this minister isacting
exactly like his Prime Minister, who has aways found a way to
stick it to Quebec—

An hon. member: What is the question?

Mr. Duceppe: What is the question? Hold on, it is coming up.
As | was saying, like the Prime Minister, who has always fiddled
with principles in order to stick it to Quebec.

To quote the Minister of Justice again, because it is noteworthy:
“Mr. Speaker, | very much hope that our federalist alliesin Quebec
will see the value of clearly determining these questions that have
now been put at issue”’. You see, the Quebec federalists are not in
agreement with the federal government. They can smell a trap that
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reeks of Meech Lake, but the Minister of Citizenship and Immigra-
tion does not seem to be unable to do so.

Some hon. members: Question. Question.

Mr. Duceppe: My question ison the way, if only the wolves will
stop their howling.

® (1125)

Is the Minister of Justice aware that this government is in the
process of cutting al ties with Quebec, even with its federalist
allies like the Quebec Liberal Party?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we have addressed the question, we
have made a speech.

But the speech mentioned the word * democracy’’, a pertinent
word here, because of course we must respect the decision of the
population of Quebec on the question of separation. Of course, if a
decisive majority voicesits opinion on aclear question after alegal
process, and decides to leave Canada, to separate, that decision
must be respected. That is true.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Rock: Yes, it is true. It is obvious that we do not intend to
hold someone within Canada by force, against their will. We are,
however, confident that decision will not be taken.

But the reason for our referral to the Supreme Court thisweek is
that action after such a vote cannot be unilateral. We need answers
to the difficult questions which arise under such circumstances.
That isto say, al Canadians are involved in this process, aprocess
which must respect the rule of law. That isthe purpose of our action
this week.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): If | may be alowed to
comment, the first round of questions took us 10 minutes. | would
therefore appreciate the co-operation of both sides of the House in
making both questions and answers more concise.

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of Justice said yesterday that he would
recognize the will of Quebec if certain conditions were met.

Could the Minister of Justice tell us in no uncertain terms
whether the federal government intends to determine the wording
of the question and the percentage required to recognize a referen-
dum?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we intend to act on the commit-
ment we made in February in the speech from the throne, that if
there was a third referendum in Quebec, there would be a clear
question, full discussion of al the consequences, a fair and

equitable process and an opportunity for al Canadians to have
some say on the future of their country.

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of Justice also said that all Canadians would
have their say. However, he would not tell us whether he was
considering holding a pan-Canadian referendum to determine
Quebec’s future.

Could the Minister of Justice tell us today whether the govern-
ment has dismissed the possibility of holding a pan-Canadian
referendum on the future of Quebec? Yes or no?

[English]

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if the Government of Quebec
insists on athird referendum after twice the population of Quebec
voted for a united Canada, the first issue will be to determine the
will and wish of Quebecers. We have said time and again that we
are confident they will choose a united Canada.

The hon. member pretends that in such an event the population
of Quebec would choose a different course. We are saying that in
any such unlikely eventuality, all Canadians have a stake in what
would then happen, which is the settlement of the issues that would
be outstanding on separation, not partnership. All Canadians must
have a voice in determining those issues.

* k* %

CANADIANARMED FORCES

Mr. Jim Hart (Okanagan—Similkameen—Merritt, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister and the defence minister have
demonstrated to Canadians their lack of leadership, and by their
lack of leadership they have allowed morale in the Canadian
Armed Forces to plummet.

Instead of restoring morale, they have been lining the pockets of
their Liberal campaign workers. The defence department budget
was meant to protect Canada's interests, not as a personal slush
fund for friends of the Prime Minister and his cabinet.

® (1130)

To the acting Prime Minister, why is the Liberal government
spending more money rewarding its friends than it is restoring
morale in the Canadian Armed Forces?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
there are rules for these contracts which are clear. Each department
has delegated authority to assign some contracts according to rules
which are provided by the Treasury Board. These rules have been
followed by the minister of defence.

| am assured that all the rules that were in place have been
followed. In this case, the rules that apply are similar to the rules
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that apply to the Leader of the Opposition and to the leader of the
third party. These contracts have to meet certain criteria. | am
informed they have all been met.

Mr. Jim Hart (Okanagan—Similkameen—Merritt, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, again Canadians will not be happy with the fox
writing his own rules when it comes to guarding the chicken house.

The Prime Minister and the defence minister clearly are putting
their self-interests ahead of leading the Canadian military by
failing to uphold ethical standards. By rewarding Joe Thornley and
Stephanos K arabecos with lucrative contracts they have shown that
they put their personal self-interests and financial betterment of
friends above rank and file troops in our Canadian Armed Forces.

To demonstrate to members of the Canadian Armed Forces that
their interests and their morale are paramount, will the government
conduct an official review of the tendering process for the Thornley
contract?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
allegations of the member opposite are smply incorrect.

Yesterday the Prime Minister indicated the number of contracts
that have been allocated to people who were ex-candidates for the
Reform Party. The criteria have to do with efficiency, ability to
meet the requirements of the contract within the moneys allocated.
This is what has been done.

Mr. Jim Hart (Okanagan—Similkameen—Merritt, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, the minister knows that he is clearly trying to confuse
Canadians. He is comparing apples and oranges. We are talking
about the executive branch of government issuing untendered
contracts; leadership and responsibility with accountability, not
interest at al costs.

While the defence minister was stuffing the pockets of his
Liberal buddies, the family of Corporal Neil MacKinnon was
trying in vain to find out exactly how its son was killed.

First, Mr. and Mrs. MacKinnon were lied to and then the lie was
covered up for over a year. The command inspector will not be
investigating this shameful incident. People have been charged in
Corpora MacKinnon's death but no one is being held accountable
for the lies his parents had to endure for over a year.

Why does the defence minister’s leadership stop at the bank for
his Liberal friends when it never made it to the home of Corporal
Neil MacKinnon?

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defenceand Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member opposite has imputed a lot of motives.
The facts do not flow directly or logically. Heistrying to evolve a
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web here that is so convoluted it is very difficult to answer his
question.

Simply put, the accident that took place with Corporal McKin-
non was a tragic accident. Upon its discovery, immediately the
armed forces took forthwith aboard of inquiry to get to the bottom
of it. They have followed through to the very end with charges.
People have been charged with negligence of duty. One cannot be
more responsible than that.

[Translation]

JERUSALEM TUNNEL

Mrs. Maud Debien (Laval East, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my ques-
tion is directed to the Deputy Prime Minister.

The opening of the tunnel in Jerusalem sparked a wave of
violence which so far has claimed nearly 100 casualties. In a
situation where Jewish colonization has started again and negoti-
ations on the definitive status of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip
are threatened, the opening of this tunnel constitutes a genuine
provocation that further compromises the peace process in the
Middle East.

Could the Deputy Prime Minister indicate whether, as other
governments have done, the Canadian government intends to ask
Israel to close the tunnel in order to restore calm and thus
contribute towards resumption of the peace process?

® (1135)

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister for International Co-op-
eration and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, Canada is very concerned about the surge of violence in
the Gaza Strip and on the West Bank. | very much appreciate the
concern shown by the hon. member of the opposition.

We are dismayed by the increasing number of casualties over the
past few days. Canada is asking for an immediate ceasefire.

| can aso inform you that today, the Canadian Minister of
Foreign Affairs is attending a special session of the UN Security
Council on this important question. My colleague, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, will present Canada’s position, which is to ask
Israeli and Palestinian representatives to resume direct negotiations
and take immediate steps to restore calm.

[English]

The minister also met with senior Isragli representatives yester-
day in New York to press them to refrain from any pressures that
may be unhelpful to the Middle East peace process. | can aso
inform the member that some senior officials from the Department
of Foreign Affairs met yesterday in Ottawa and gave the same

message.
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[Translation]

Mrs. Maud Debien (Laval East, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Minis-
ter for International Co-operation just told us that the Canadian
government, through the Minister of Foreign Affairs, intends to ask
for a ceasefire. | asked avery specific question, namely whether he
intends to ask for the tunnel to be closed.

Furthermore, does the minister also intend to support the request
by Yasser Arafat for immediate intervention by the Security
Council on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister for International Co-op-
eration and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the presence of the Minister of Foreign Affairs before the
UN Security Council today is very important, and at this time |
would not wish to commit Canadian diplomacy as specificaly as
the hon. member for the opposition would have us do, since these
discussions are now taking place in New York.

Consultations are proceeding at extremely important levels, and
| believe we would not be acting very responsibly by making a
commitment at the very moment the Security Council isdiscussing
this question.

[English]

QUEBEC

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Justice is sending out some fairly confusing signals.
Yesterday and today he suggested that Canadians would have afull
voice on any developments surrounding the future of their country
in the event of Quebec's secession. However, today he stopped
short of saying that Canadians would be involved and have avoice
in a referendum campaign in the event of Quebec's secession.

Is it the government’s position that a full and meaningful voice
would mean that they would have a vote in a referendum cam-
paign?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we have said time and again, even
in the speech from the throne, that our commitment is quite clear. It
isthat if athird referendum isto be held in Quebec we will ensure
that the choice is very clear: remaining in Canada or separating.
Thereisno middle ground and no suggestion of partenariat or some
association which is in someone's imagination. That is the first
item.

Second, the consequences would be clear. Those voting in
Quebec would know that they are choosing between Canada and
something very different, which is separation.

Third, the process would be fair. Canadianswould have aright to
express themselves in seeking to persuade the population of
Quebec to remain.

Fourth, no matter what the decision, Canadians everywhere
would have a say in the future. This would mean that unilateral
action, no matter what the result of the referendum, isillegal and
unacceptable and following a referendum in Quebec when the
population of Quebec expresses its view, all Canadians must then
participate in determining where we go from there.

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, what |
am trying to get to is how would they have a say in where we go
from there? | am going to push on to another question.

® (1140)

Reformers maintain that Quebecers have the right to decide
whether to secede from Canada, but this does not imply theright of
the Government of Quebec to unilaterally establish the terms and
conditions of secession.

The only way to ensure that Canada's interests will be well
represented in the event of secession is to pass contingency
legidation laying out the terms and conditions of secession. Is the
government willing to consider such legislation or is the Supreme
Court reference the sum total of its plan B?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Supreme Court reference is a
response to issues raised by the Government of Quebec. It was Mr.
Bouchard and his minister of justice who said that the courts have
no role to play. When they raised that issue in the Bertrand
litigation we went to that courtroom, persuaded the hon. Mr. Justice
Pidgeon that, indeed, the courts do have arole to play. He said as
much in his judgment of August 30. After that issue was deter-
mined, Mr. Bouchard and his minister of justice left the courtroom
and abandoned the process.

We have now taken the very issues he has raised and put them
before the Supreme Court of Canada. That iswhat thisreferenceis
about.

In a more direct response to the hon. member’s question, the
issue of contingency legidlation was raised yesterday by his
colleague, the hon. member for Calgary West. As | said then, a
number of suggestions have been made in the public discussion
about how we might approach this issue. They are al useful
suggestions. That public discussion should continue. It is very
valuable and we encourage it.

| am sure that through that discussion in which all Canadians are
participating a number of valuable suggestions will arise and they
shall al be considered.



September 27, 1996

COMMONS DEBATES

4803

[Translation]

REVENUE CANADA

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my question is
for the Deputy Prime Minister.

This government is collecting scandals the way some people
collect stamps. After the family trust scandal, yesterday the auditor
general condemned Revenue Canada for alowing severa major
corporations to avoid paying duties and excise taxes to the tune of
some $630 million a year.

Given that the time limit for a tax audit is four years, can the
Deputy Prime Minister explain why Revenue Canada has con-
ducted only one audit of all the major oil and tobacco companies,
thus preventing the government from recovering several million of
dollars with each audit?

Mrs. Sue Barnes (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
National Revenue, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for his
question.

[English]

| also want to thank the auditor general for bringing these issuesto
our attention.

| would first point out that in the year after the government took
office, lost revenues due to smuggling decreased by two-thirds.
That is a result of government initiatives. It is a big $1 billion
decrease.

During the time that the audit resources were reallocated into the
anti-smuggling situation, al of the large industries were moni-
tored. The department has recently completed severa large oil
company audits and the results confirm our risk assessments. The
rate of compliance was excellent. It was in excess of 95 per cent.

[Translation]

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, we have noticed
that the government acts only when it has its back against the wall,
as was the case with smuggling. Every day, the revenue minister is
allowing hundreds of thousands of dollars or even millions in tax
revenue to be lost. By not going after the $630 million owed her
department, the minister is making a royal gift to major corpora-
tions on the back of taxpayers.

What are the government and its minister waiting to take action?
[English]

Mrs. Sue Barnes (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
National Revenue, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we are going to continue
these smuggling initiatives. In fact, it will be done department-
wide. The assistant deputies are monitoring the situation and

Oral Questions

working together. Not only that, it involves other jurisdictions. It
involves the police forces and the RCMP.

® (1145)

We are doing very well. Thisisacriminal el ement in our society
and we are going after that money. It is important work in our
department and we will continue to do it well, so that instead of a
$1 billion decrease we look forward to getting rid of the extra $500
million. We are working on that and we have the plan of action to
complete.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Jim Abbott (Kootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | havein
my hand a document which appeared on a Liberal member’'s desk
last Monday when the House was voting on the negative option
bill. It appears to be on the letterhead of the Minister of Canadian
Heritage. It says. “Government position on Bill C-216. Third
reading. Government position: No” .

It may be aforgery because the minister said outside the House
that she had not tried in any way to influence the members of her
caucus to vote the way that her department wanted to vote, which
was against the consumer and in favour of the cable companies.

My question is very simple. Is this document a forgery or was
her statement a forgery?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | answered that question
yesterday, the day before and the day before.

Mr. Jim Abbott (K ootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, that isthe
problem. Her answers have been devoid of even the smallest
particle of fact.

Theissueisthat on one side of the coin sheistrying to imply to
the Canadian people that the government is opposed to negative
option billing; therefore, making the connection to this bill which
is opposed to negative option billing as though she was supporting
the bill, whereas, in fact, | have evidence that the government
position was opposed to that bill. Sheistrying to have it both ways.

| ask her again, was her government in any way, shape or form
trying to influence the members to vote against the negative option
bill which was before the House, namely, Bill C-216?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is amazing to me that
for the last several daysthe member has raised the issue of negative
option billing, implying that somehow the government supports it.

| have said from the beginning of this process, aswas repeated in
the House by every single member who spoke on the legidation,
that the Government of Canada opposes negative option billing.
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We opposed negative option hilling last year. We will oppose
negative option billing next year. As long as we are the govern-
ment there will be no negative option billing.

[Translation]

CANADA PENSION PLAN

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Finance.

The Canada Pension Plan legislation places considerable limits
on the exchange of information between the various private and
public benefit schemes for the disabled. The auditor genera is of
the opinion that increased circulation of information between
private and public schemes would result in improved service to
clients and reduced program costs.

Does the minister intend to amend the Canada Pension Plan in
order to rectify the shortcomings in the present system and thus
ensure that only those truly entitled to disability benefits actually
receive them?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we are aware of the auditor general’s
comments. | had an opportunity to meet with Mr. Desautels and to
discuss his report.

Obviously, | and my departmental officials have a great deal of
respect for the work that has been done on this issue. It is very
complex. We undertook, in our response to the comments of the
auditor general, to take the necessary action in order to try to be as
effective as possible.

With all due respect to the auditor general, | wish to assure my
hon. colleague that, when all is said and done, we are till very
interested in ensuring that, where an error has been made, and
errors are still made, we come down in favour of those applying for
disability benefits, rather than taking a more stringent approach.

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the auditor general has noted that the government's
reassessment activities are still falling short of the mark, despite
the very firm recommendations he made in 1993.

When does the minister finaly intend to take the necessary
action so that only those who are eligible benefit from the public
disability pension scheme?

® (1150)

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, at the meeting of social services
ministers in Victoria almost two weeks ago, we all agreed that one
of the mgjor problems facing the systems that manage the workers’
compensation boards, the private insurance companies, as well as

the government of Canada, through the Canada Pension Plan, had
to do with disability.

It is extremely difficult to define this whole question in absolute
terms. There are many situations that are extremely complex from
amedical point of view. But we undertook to try to work together,
the private sector, the provincial governments—because they too
have major problems with this—and the Government of Canada.

| hope that we will find solutions, but in the meantime we will
continue to be effective and to protect the rights of the disabled.

* Kk %

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE

Mr. Ronald J. Duhamel (Saint-Boniface, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the President of the Treasury Board.

[English]

Yesterday the premier of Manitoba made some serious allega-
tions concerning the federal government’s response to the disas-
trous flooding of last spring.

Has there been a response to date and, if not, when will one be
given?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, all
payments under the disaster financial assistance arrangements are
made according to the same criteria and all the provinces are
treated fairly and equitably.

The Manitoba government has already been paid advance pay-
ments of $7 million for the 1993 floods. In July of this year we
received arequest from the Government of Manitobatelling us the
amount of damages for the 1995 and 1996 floods but there was no
request for an advance payment to be made and therefore no
advance payment was made.

In this case, all the rules have been followed and Manitoba has
been treated in a totally fair and equitable manner.

* Kk %

GUN REGISTRATION

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the Minister of Justice on more than one occasion told members
of the House he had consulted extensively with Canadians, includ-
ing his provincia counterparts, regarding his gun registration bill,
Bill C-68.

In view of the fact Ontario, Alberta, Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and the Yukon have notified the minister they will be opting out of
administering the new federal firearms' regulations and are launch-
ing a court challenge, does the minister still stand by those
statements?
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Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Of course| consulted, Mr. Speaker, closely and
continuously. The fact that the attorneys general of some of those
provinces did not like what was done does not mean they were not
asked for their views and their views were listened to carefully.

The hon. member is factually wrong in saying that Ontario is
opting out. As| understand its position, it is challenging the regime
in court but it has not decided to opt out.

The fact is that there are some provincial governments who do
not support gun control. That is the sad fact: some provincia
governments do not support gun control. It isagood thing thereis
at least one level of government in this country that is prepared to
represent the wishes of the vast mgjority of Canadians who stand
up for gun control.

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the fact of the matter is al provinces support crime control.

Asaresult of these court challenges the federal government will
end up fighting these challenges using taxpayers' dollars, the same
taxpayers' dollars which will be used by the provinces and the
same taxpayers dollars the federal government will need in its out
of court settlements for the Pearson airport deal and the Airbus
fiasco.

| ask the minister this. Have the court bills been tallied?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member wants to save
us some money perhaps he can speak to his friends in the Alberta
government and have them drop the lawsuit.

| read in this morning’s newspaper that the attorney general of
Alberta gives himself a’50:50 chance. It is for the courts to decide.
We have to respect the role of the courts.

| will say this. | am very confident. From the federal perspective
it looks alot better than 50:50. Let me say that thisis on the part of
my hon. friend just another shot in the dark.

® (1155)

[Translation]

THE CANADIAN RADIO-TELEVISION AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Mr. Gaston Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
this morning, six Quebec associations of artists-composers-per-
formers and record producers joined their Canadian colleagues to
ask the Minister of Canadian Heritage to withdraw the licences
granted by the CRTC to DMX Canada and Power Music Choice.
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Asthe minister admitted herself that the terms of those licences
did not comply with Canadian standards on Canadian and franco-
phone content, will she have the courage to cancel these licences?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am very happy that the
member shows some interest in Canadian content because that
issue concerns us all. The question he raises is now being studied
by Cabinet, and therefore | cannot comment any further.

Mr. Gaston Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
you know quite well the Canadian content includes 25 per cent
French channels. That is very important. In the case we are
concerned with, Mrs. Barshefsky, the U.S. Secretary of State for
Trade, has asked her Canadian counterpart to take steps so that
DMX can operate in Canada under the conditions agreed to by the
CRTC and thus to ensure, without saying it in so many words, that
this issue does not become an irritant between the two govern-
ments.

Concerning the intervention from the U.S. Secretary of State for
Trade, what weight does the minister intend to give this request?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to ensure the
House that the Government of Canada is very concerned with
protecting Canadian culture. That is why we are making represen-
tations to the World Trade Organization to protect Canadian
publications.

Asfor the issue raised by the hon. member, he knows very well
the matter is before cabinet and the deadline for a decision is
October 22.

[English]

CANADA COMMUNICATION GROUP

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Re-
form believes that government operations should not compete
directly with the private sector and supports the privatization of
services offered in the private sector at an equal and competitive
rate.

We now understand that the new buyers of the Canada Commu-
nication Group will get special accessto lucrative federal contracts
that bypass the bidding process. Privatization should save money,
not cost taxpayers more.

My question is for the minister of public works. How can the
minister guarantee to Canadians that the government will get the
best deal on printing contractsif contracts are not awarded through
an open, competitive bidding process?

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of the minister, | can point out to the hon.
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member that there are times when the standard procedure of open
competitive bidding, which is the general policy of the govern-
ment, has to be varied by reason, for example, of some trade mark
or copyright.

They require standardization of equipment that can only be
obtained from one supplier. In addition, there may be other reasons
of asimilar nature. | can only assure him that our general policy is,
of course, open and competitive bidding.

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, we
are talking about integrity of government. That is one of the lamest
answers we have come across in quite a while.

| have been part of the government operations committee
looking into the open bidding system. This has nothing to do with
open bidding. This has to do with giving alucrative contract to one
special segment. The government has sold the corporation to the
employees and are now giving the employees special access. This
is not open government.

My question, again, is for the minister of public works. Will the
minister guarantee that the private sector will not be put a an
unfair disadvantage and allow all companies afair chanceto bid on
all government contracts above $30,000, as required by Treasury
Board guidelines?

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | have a little difficulty with the hon. member’s supple-
mentary. The first question was about open bidding. In the supple-
mentary he is not talking about it.

What | would like to point out to him is that it is simply not
possible in a complex system such as the federal government to
make such totally sweeping guarantees.

® (1200)

For example, if we have computer software of a particular type,
it is not possible to open it up to open bidding to companies that
could not supply that product because of copyright infringement
problems. There has to be some give and take.

In addition, there have to be some elements, which are successor
contracts, where we already have developed a system in place. To
throw out existing work and start completely afresh every time a
new contract may come down on a program would simply be bad
business management and exactly the opposite of what the private
sector would want this government to do when it protects taxpayer
dollars.

HONG KONG

Mr. John English (Kitchener, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the Secretary of State for Asia-Pacific.

A large number of my constituents are of Hong Kong origin and
are deeply concerned that they must return to Hong Kong before
July 1, 1997 to maintain their permanent resident status. Many of
them use that status to build trade links with Canada.

What isthe Government of Canada doing to address this concern
of these constituents about Hong Kong permanent resident status?

Hon. Raymond Chan (Secretary of State (Asia-Pacific),
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member for the question.

Thereisalot of concern among Canadians of Hong Kong origin
that in order to maintain their permanent resident status in Hong
Kong they were asked to return to Hong Kong by July 1. But their
concern is with how long they have to stay after that and how long
before they have to be in Hong Kong. Does it mean that all Hong
Kong residents who have foreign visas or who have foreign
citizenship status have to remain stagnant in Hong Kong after July
1, before they register?

| expressed that concern to the foreign affairs minister of China
when hevisited Canadalast week. He agreed to look into the matter
and give us a decision in the near future.

[Translation]

RETURNING OFFICERS

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (Lac-Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Deputy Prime Minister.

This summer in my riding, the government appointed Noél
Girard, the defeated Liberal candidate in the 1993 general election,
to the position of returning officer.

Doesthe Deputy Prime Minister not think that the time has come
to modernize the rules for selecting returning officers and to put in
place, as Quebec did, a system in which returning officers are
chosen by competition based on their qualifications rather than
their political affiliation?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Labour and Deputy
L eader of the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to remind the hon. member that all appoint-
ments are made by the governor in council and that this has been
the practice for years. All appointments are made based on
qualifications and not on political affiliation.

Now if the hon. member wants to recommend certain people, he
should submit his recommendations to the governor in council.
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[English]

BUSINESSCONTRACTS

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister for
International Cooperation.

When Markham Electric bid on a Caribbean development
contract in Belize it underbid its two main competitors by a very
large amount. Markham has been arbitrarily excluded by this
minister from bidding on a contract in Mali and guess what? Those
two high priced competitors are on the minister’s list.

Since the minister’'s policy is clearly to favour Quebec compa-
nies, my question is how much does his preferential treatment for
his few hand picked buddy-buddy firms cost the Canadian taxpay-
er?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister for International Coop-
eration and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | am amazed at the persistence of this Reform member to
always come back to one single issue.

Heknows very well that | have toured Canada. | went from coast
to coast last July. | organized seminars and did business with CIDA
as it had never been done before in such a professional, clear way.

We want to provide the Canadian International Development
Agency with the best expertise that exists in Canada. There are
members in the west who are extremely pleased. If | could cite a
small but important quote, the president of Agriteam Canada
Consulting Ltd., Bob Francis, said: ““As a western firm, we find
CIDA is like any other client. If you do your homework, submit
first rate proposals and have people on the ground to sell your
product where the decisions are being made, you get fair consider-
ation. We at Agriteam Canada are definitely westerners, yet we
have won anumber of CIDA contracts. We do not do it by crapping
on Quebec. We do it by showing that we have more to offer than
firms from Quebec or Ontario”. That is the way it works.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

® (1205)

[English]
COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have the honour to present the 30th report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs.

If the House gives gives its consent, later this day | will move
concurrence in the report.

Routine Proceedings
[Translation]

Mr. Speaker, | aso have the honour to present the 31st report of
the Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding
the membership of certain committees.

With the consent of the House, | will move concurrence in this
report later today.

[English]

Mr. Speaker, | move that the 3lst report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs, presented to the
House earlier this day, be concurred.

(Motion agreed to)

* Kk %

BUSINESSOF THE HOUSE

Mr. Don Boudria (Glengarry—Prescott—Russell, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | believe you will find unanimous consent for the
following motion. | move:

That notwithstanding any Standing Order the House shall not sit on Friday,
October 25, 1996.

(Motion agreed to)

* Kk %

PETITIONS

DEFICIT REDUCTION AND JOB CREATION

Mr. Maurizio Bevilacqua (York North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36, | am pleased to present to the House
two petitions signed by residents of York North.

The subject matter of the two petitionsis closely related, as they
deal with deficit reduction and job creation, the top two priorities
of the government.

The first petition draws the attention of the House to the
government’s red book commitment to reduce the deficit to 3 per
cent of the GDP and the fact that we have surpassed that goal.

The petitioners call on Parliament to continue to keep its
commitment to Canadians and pursue its deficit action so that the
government will reach its deficit target of 2 per cent of GDP by
1997-98.

® (1210)

Mr. Speaker, the second petition draws to the attention of the
House that in the past year alone short term interest rates have
declined three percentage points and that for the last two and a half
years inflation has averaged less than 2 per cent and that by
1997-98 the federal deficit will have been reduced by $25 billion.

The petitioners further draw to the attention of the House that
since this Liberal government took office over 600,000 jobs have
been created. The petitioners therefore call on Parliament to work
diligently to create a healthy environment for jobs and economic
growth.
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TERMS OF UNION

Mr. Ronald J. Duhamel (St. Boniface, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have a petition from a group of residents from Manitoba stating
their disapproval of a constitutional amendment to term 17 of the
Terms of Union between Newfoundland and L abrador and Canada.

These petitioners are concerned that this action might set a

precedent for permitting any provincial government to suppressthe
rights of minorities.

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER
Mr. Stan Keyes (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Transport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | ask that all questions be allowed
to stand.
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Is it agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

CANADA MARINE ACT
The House resumed consideration of the motion.

Mr. Pierre Brien (Témiscamingue, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to speak on Bill C-44, the CanadaMarine Act.

I will take amoment, of course, to state the purpose of Bill C-44
and discuss some concerns the Bloc Quebecois has regarding this
bill as well as amendments that will need to be made at a later
stage, when the bill comes up for further consideration at commit-
tee.

Bill C-44 implements the national marine policy the federal
government had announced back in December 1995. Naturally, it
will apply to the whole marineindustry in Canada and Quebec. The
four main areas affected are ports operated by Transport Canada,
law enforcement in Canadian ports, pilotage and, finally, the Great
Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaway system.

Let us now look at each of these areasindividually. Asfar asthe
ports are concerned, this bill provides for the establishment of the
Canada Port Authority to replace the Canada Ports Corporation.

There are questions and concerns about law enforcement in
Canadian ports, as we remain in the dark about the government’s
true intentions as to what is to happen to the police force which is

currently comprised of about 100 constables and 30 civilians.
Maintaining this force cost approximately $9.6 million in 1995.
Further explanations are required concerning the future of law
enforcement in these ports.

As for the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaway, the govern-
ment intends, of course, to pursue the commerciaization of
operations, and the bill provides the authority to do so.

The fourth element concerns the issue of pilotage. From now on,
operations will be much more efficient, since public funding will
no longer be available. The bill providesthat Transport Canada will
have to report to Parliament before December 31, 1998, regarding
the review of the following issues. compulsory pilotage area
designations, cost reduction measures, pilot certification process
for masters and officers, and licensing requirements for pilots.

Thisis, in short, what is to be found in the bill. As for us, Bloc
Quebecois members, we feel that the title of the bill somewhat
exceeds its content. The bill is called the Canada Marine Act, but it
is silent on shipbuilding, shipyards, and the merchant navy. It is not
as complete as it could be.

® (1215)

It would have been interesting to find out about the govern-
ment’s intentions regarding these issues and to see them included
in the Canada Marine Act, so as to have a global picture. Thisis
only wishful thinking, but who knows, perhaps the government will
provide more details in the subsequent stages of the review of the
bill.

We also have to conclude that the government failed, when we
look at the shipping policy of the past 20 years. Over the years,
some $7 hillion, in current dollars, were invested in the St.
Lawrence Seaway, while annual revenues generated by the seaway
are of the order of $70 million. Since that was not a huge success,
they are now dismantling the whole thing, privatizing it, etc.

This is due mainly to the financia situation of the government
who now realizes that, these last few years, it did not play such an
efficient role as a promoter in this field, as in, might | add, many
other transportation areas. Just consider the trend in the Depart-
ment of Transportation these last few years. It was the same thing
with the deregulation of air transportation, the dismantling of the
rail industry and now, it is the shipping industry.

It is somewhat amazing that a country—made out of two
countries—such as Canada, which covers a huge territory has not
been able to better define all of its transportation policies. It isalso
disappointing to see that a such avast country, where there is road,
rail, sea and air transportation, could not become a leader or arole
model in efficiency.

| want to point out that the Bloc Quebecois has always supported
a disposition policy and the commercialization of harbours and
ports. We did mention it in the minority report of the Bloc
Quebecois concerning the maritime strategy tabled in May 1995.
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The commercialization of harbours and ports raised some
concerns in every region, but maybe more so in areas like mine,
where there are recreation harbours. The same question aways
comes back: “‘In what shape will they be handed over to the local
authorities? In what shape are they now? In what condition will
they be handed over?’ We are told of a $125 million fund, which
should be used to refurbish the ports and, in some cases, the cost
could be negotiated differently depending on the port’s condition.

Thisis not a very clear policy. We know that when criteria are
rather fuzzy funds are often all ocated to the ones who press harder.
Often decisions are political and not necessarily based on consider-
ations of efficiency when there are no clear, definite and well
understood criteria.

Thus, there are concerns because many sites have not been
properly maintained throughout the years. All regional and local
disparities must also be taken into account. We must show respect
and make sure that we have a system of ports that is adequate as a
whole. When the amounts will be affected or negotiated for the
management transfer to local organizations or companies, we must
ensure that the system remains adequate as a whole.

| find it rather disturbing that at the beginning this process will
be somewhat haphazard as was the case for the commercialization
of airports. There will be a problem because obviously things will
not proceed as fast in one place at it will in another. Thisis not the
model to apply to sea transportation. We have reasons to worry,
since the same department is involved.

There is a factor which is surprising from the logical point of
view but not from the political one. In the last few years, as
everybody knows, the federal government has come to realize that
it can no longer afford to provide the same level of service, but it
nevertheless tries to keep the same level of control.

Thisiswhy paragraphs a) and €) of clause 12(1) provide that the
federal government has one representative on each of the boards.
Pursuant to this clause, the federal government can also appoint
other individuals in consultation with the users.

® (1220)

But the government, in consulting, does not haveto follow up on
the recommendations of the stakeholders. Obviously, an exception
is made for directors representing the municipalities or the prov-
inces, but we can see that the federal government will have one
direct representative and will appoint other representatives. As is
usualy the case, these people will certainly have views that are
compatible with the government’s. Thus, the government is keep-
ing a high level of control.

It isalways somewhat surprising and somewhat irritating to seea
government investing less and less money but keeping the same
level of control.

Government Orders

If the government wants to decentralize and to have local
management because it is more efficient, etc., why does it impose,
on a board of directors, people that are appointed through a
political process? Often these people are local friends of the
government who are there to ensure that the government’s views
will prevail on these boards of directors.

We have seen thisin several other cases, and it isvery disturbing
and disappointing for the peoplein the regions who realize that this
decentralization is sort of artificial. The government is decentraliz-
ing the financial problems but is keeping control over the decision-
making process.

Thereisalast point | want to mention. The members of the Bloc
Quebecois have suggestions and recommendations to make with
regard to the Pilotage Act. | cannot elaborate on that at this moment
since my time is running out, but | am sure the members who
represent us on the transport committee will do it adequately.

In general, this bill contains some interesting elements, but it
needs a lot of improvements. We need to have complete and
effective decentralization, which means, among other things, that
situations as the one described in section 12 must be avoided.

Corrections will have to be made to this bill and, once this is
done, we will be able to judge if it is a good or a bad piece of
legidation.

[English]

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to make a few comments regarding Bill C-44 as it
pertains to Port Alberni, which isin my riding. It is one of the six
recognized ports on the west coast.

I met with the harbour commission about a month ago. It had
some major concerns regarding the legislation. The difficulty, it
would appear, is that this legislation will treat Vancouver, which is
a huge port, similar to a smaller port such as Port Alberni.

Alberni has an operating budget of $3 million to $4 million. It
has operated with a very small profit for the last eight years. In
other words, it is not a burden. It is on a user pay system. It is
working. The Port Alberni Harbour Commission isworking well. It
serves the community. It does not cost the taxpayers any money.
However, this legislation will change al that.

| have to return to the analogy of treating a huge port like
Vancouver similarly to a smaller port such as Alberni. It is the the
pantyhose solution, one size fits all. In this case it will not work.

It would appear that the problem goes back to when the
legidation was drawn up. It was drawn up by bureaucrats before
there was consultation. Yes, a committee will do a cross Canada
tour, but the bureaucrats have now got themselves into a position
where they are backed up against a wall, defending legidation
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which will not fly. Why do we have to have this kind of situation
where the bureaucrats draw up the legidation before there is
nationwide consultation to get the information which is required to
write good legislation?

| hope when the committee travels across Canada that the
representations from the different ports and boards will be listened
to.

That brings up another point. It is really odd in the Canadian
system that a committee is not tied to a minister. A committee can
come up with some wonderful recommendations, good legislation,
which the minister can then totally ignore if he or she choosesto do
so. That is wrong.

® (1225)

| hope that the committee listens well, makes good recommenda-
tions and furthermore that the minister and the bureaucracy also
listen and come up with legislation that fits all the ports across this
country and does the job that we require.

[Translation]

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to rise today to speak to Bill C-44, the short
title of which is Canada Marine Act. Thisbill is crucially important
for the future of shipping and the survival of ports and harboursin
Canada and Quebec.

First, alow me to point out that in all matters concerning
transportation in general, the way the government worksisto harm
regions, legisate in a piecemeal manner, without measuring the
impact its legislations will have once in force.

During last spring’s debate on Bill C-20, many members won-
dered about the impact of the privatization of air navigation
services on remote regions. We were not against the principle of
privatizing these services, but we thought that it should not be done
in the sole perspective of deficit reduction and by dumping the
problems and costs in the local stakeholders' backyard.

In the same vein, Coast Guard fees for services, such as ice
breaking and dredging, are likely to hinder the competitiveness of
Quebec’s ports. Again, the federal government’s main thrust is the
fight against the deficit and this, at all cost, at the expense of the
true interests of Canadians and Quebecers. That jobs could be
jeopardized does not seem to carry much weight in this govern-
ment’s poalitical choices.

The same can be said today about Bill C-44. First, in spite of its
title, the bill does not propose any kind of shipbuilding or merchant
marine development strategy. Instead of development, it seems
that, once again, under the pretence of streamlining operations and

improving services, the government has only one thing in mind: to
dump its deficit onto the provinces, municipalities and local
stakeholders.

The hill’s main objective is to commercialize port services by
getting rid of the present Canada Ports Corporation and replacing it
by Canadian port authorities.

The Bloc Quebecoisis not opposed to a policy to divest itself of
ports and harbours by commercializing them. In fact, local stake-
holders would probably be able to manage those facilities much
more efficiently than the federal government did until now. Indeed
if we look at the last 20 years of federal management of ports and
harbours, we can only come to the conclusion that there have been
an excessive bureaucratization which resulted in unreasonable
costs and inefficient management of facilities.

The St. Lawrence Seaway, for example, received $7 billion in
investments over the years but generates only $70 million in
revenues annually for a traffic of only half that of 1970. There are
324 commercia ports and harbours in Canada.

Right now, 90 percent of the commercia maritime traffic
transits through 45 of these ports. Obviously the federal govern-
ment must withdraw from the management of that sector, but not
any which way.

In the bill before us today, we see that the Canada Ports
Corporation will be replaced by Canadian ports authorities or
CPAs. These CPAs will manage the port facilities, but the federal
government will keep ownership of the lands and facilities. That is
to say that the government will withdraw from the fiscal aspect
while keeping its control since it will have a representative on all
CPA boards.

® (1230)

We can understand that this government is trying once more to
avoid its financial responsibilities while keeping al its powers.
When this government talks about decentralisation, we must
understand that in reality it wants to decentralise its debt. When it
talks about involving local stakeholders, we must understand that
their main role will be to pay the bills while being forced to abide
by federal standards.

Criteria are aso being established for ports do be designated
CPAs. Applications made by ports will thus be evaluated under the
following criteria provided in clause 6: first, the port is, and is
likely to remain, financialy self-sufficient; second, the port is of
strategic significance to Canada's trade; third, it is linked to major
rail lines or a major highway infrastructure; and fourth, it has
diversified traffic.
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Only ports respecting those criteria will be designated as CPAs.
As | said earlier, the federal government is withdrawing from the
financial areabut it wantsto hang on to control of CPA administra-
tion.

Of greatest concern is the fate of ports which cannot become
CPAs. The government is taking its time: it allows itself six years
to dispose of those ports. This delay will therefore create some
insecurity in Canada as well as in Quebec. Actualy, the federa
government has neglected the maintenance of the ports and most of
them are in poor condition. They will need substantial repairs.
Therefore, several ports probably will beleft out of the running and
will not have the status of port authorities, unless municipalities
and provinces invest significant funds for their rehabilitation.

Again, under the cover of decentralization, the federal govern-
ment is passing the bill on to other levels of government. It would
be more honest on the part of the federal government to rehabilitate
those port facilities before their transfer given the fact that their
deterioration is the result of lack of maintenance by the govern-
ment.

Although the Bloc Quebecois is not against the principle of
privatizing port facilities, we will vote against this bill just because
the government is not proceeding in the right way. This bill needs
major amendments in order to meet the different needs of port
localities and regions.

To this government, decentralization of powers seems to mean
only decentralization of the debt, a debt which results from a poor
management on its part. The impact of this bill in its present form,
combined with the new fee structure for Coast Guard services, will
come down hard on anumber of municipalities, in both Canadaand
Quebec, which rely on commercial shipping. The government does
not seem to be taking this into consideration.

We will therefore try to see that the Liberal government assesses
thereal consequences of its policies—policies which may be costly
to the people of Canada and of Quebec.

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Is the House ready for the
question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Is it the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): All those in favour of the
motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Government Orders

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. Kilger): In my opinion the yeas have
it.

And more than five members having risen:
® (1235)
[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Pursuant to Standing Order
45, the division stands deferred until Monday, September 30, 1996
at the regular time of adjournment.

| have a problem, but it is my problem, not yours. It is true that
the assistant whip of the government rose to request the floor. |
understand that the representative of the official opposition was
already at the table. | will respect the tradition of the House and
give the floor to the hon. member who was aready standing.

| hope this will not complicate matters, and maybe they were
both seeking the same solution. The assistant whip of the Govern-
ment has the floor.

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
going to solve your problem.

[English]

| think if you were to seek it you would find unanimous consent
of the House to present a motion to further defer the vote until
Tuesday at the end of Government Orders. If thereis consent | will

gladly defer to the whip of the opposition party to present the
motion.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): How co-operative!
[English]

| think possibly this will resolve the matter.
[Translation]

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, hereis proof that common sense will always lead to some
agreement. Of course we would be delighted if the division were
held on Tuesday, if the House agrees.

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Does the House agree that
the vote will be deferred until Tuesday?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

* % *
[Translation]

MANGANESE-BASEDFUEL ADDITIVESACT

The House resumed from Wednesday, September 25, 1996,
consideration of the motion that Bill C-29, an Act to regulate
interprovincia trade in and the importation for commercial pur-
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poses of certain manganese-based substances, be read the third
time and passed and of the amendment.

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | think today is my lucky day. | am very pleased to speak
on third reading of Bill C-29, formerly Bill C-94, an Act to regulate
interprovincia trade in and the importation for commercia pur-
poses of certain manganese-based substances. The immediate
purpose of Bill C-29 is to ban the addition of MMT to unleaded
gasoline in Canada by prohibiting the importation of that sub-
stance.

Over the last few years, environmental concerns have become
more present in our daily lives and are important for the citizenswe
represent, particularly those living in big cities, who call for for an
ever healthier environment. They want standards to be established
not only to further reduce pollution, but aso to improve the overall
quality of the environment.

Therefore, it is legitimate for the government to act in order to
protect people’s health and to legislate on the issue of dangerous
substances contributing to the deterioration of the global environ-
ment.

® (1240)

However, the bill before us today does not stem from a desire to
protect the environment or public health. Instead, it seems moti-
vated more by a desire to meet the expectations of the automotive
industry and those of Ontario corn growers who hope to see a
whole new market develop for them, that of ethanol, an additive
made from corn, which could eventually replace MMT.

This bill came about in 1994, it must be remembered, thanksto a
powerful lobby of automaobile manufacturers. According to them,
MMT, a substance that has been added to unleaded gasoline since
1977, causes damage to the pollution control equipment in automo-
biles and is detrimental to public health.

It goes without saying that car manufacturers are quite opposed
to the addition of additives to gasoline, be it MMT or any other
substance.

Faced with athreat by car manufacturersto raise the price of cars
in Canada and limit their warranty if the practice of adding MMT
to gasoline continued, the environment minister of the day, the
current Deputy Prime Minister, caved in and introduced Bill C-94,
which eventually became Bill C-29.

For us, at second reading, this bill is still raising the same
questions. We voted in favour of this legislation so that the two
major stakeholders in this debate on banning MMT could present
their respective point of view. These stakeholders are the car
manufacturers and the oil industry, especialy the Ethyl Corpora-
tion, the only company to produce and export MMT to Canada.

We hoped that the Standing Committee on the Environment
would conduct an in-depth review based on studies by both parties
concerned.

Already then, it was obvious that the former environment
minister was not taking into account studies showing that MMT
was not athreat to public health. Indeed, in astudy dated December
6, 1994, Health Canada concluded that MMT was not a heath
hazard. Obviously, any substance added to gasoline is, to a certain
extent, a pollutant as is gasoline. But for Health Canada, MMT in
itself is clearly not a health hazard.

In the United States, the automobile industry has had to recon-
sider its position on MMT as aresult of adecision by an American
court to the effect that the ban on MMT had to be lifted for lack of
conclusive evidence of any harmful effect on antipollution devices.

Indeed, in its decision, the United States court of appeal for the
District of Columbia pointed out the lack of evidence in the
arguments made by supporters of a ban on MMT, and | quote:
‘“Concerning the arguments presented by the American Automo-
bile Manufacturer’'s Association to challenge the finding of the
Environmental Protection Agency that MMT does not affect either
partially or totally the functioning of the emission system of
vehicles, the American court has deemed these arguments un-
founded. First of al, the court pointed out that the agency had
established the Ethyl additive had easily passed the tests required
for al the most severe investigations ever conducted'.

It must be kept in mind that, in April 1995, this same court made
a decision rejecting the claims of the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to the effect MM T was harmful to health, even though
the Agency recognized MMT was not playing any role in the
deterioration of pollution control equipment.

Therefore, it is more than likely MMT will be reintroduced in
the United States, and very rapidly so.

The oil companies favour the use of additives in gasoline.
According to some data, MMT added to gasoline would help
reduce nitric oxide emissions, which are harmful to the environ-
ment and one of the causes of urban smog.

® (1245)

From the hearings of the Standing Committee on Environment,
it has not been shown, on the basis of scientific studies, that MM T
is a toxic substance and a risk to public health. It has not been
demonstrated either that MMT is harmful to pollution control
equipment in automobiles. Furthermore, the objective of harmo-
nizing our gasoline policies with those of the United States does
not hold any more since the ban on MMT was been lifted by our
neighbours to the South, which makes possible the addition of
MMT in gasoline in the United States.
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In fact, what this hill is proposing us, is to comply with the
requests of the automobile industry. As| said earlier, at the present
time, nothing argues for the banning of MMT. If MMT has such
a detrimental effect on public health in general, it should have
been banned by Health Canada or under the Canadian Environ-
mental Protection Act. What this bill proposesis not to ban MMT
as a product but to ban the importation and interprovincial trade
of this substance.

What are the consequences of this trade ban? First of al, it must
be pointed out that Ethyl, an American corporation, is the only
company that manufactures this product and exports it to Canada.
The plant importing it, which is located in Ontario, mixes MMT
with other fuel additives. These products are then shipped to
refineries. Under this bill, which bans interprovincial trade in and
the importation of MMT without banning its use or production, if
the Ethyl corporation ever built an MMT manufacturing plant and
set up the distribution of this substance in every province and
territory, unleaded gasoline produced across Canada could till
contain MMT. | am not an expert in this area, but | think we would
be deluding ourselves if we believed that the real purpose of this
bill is to protect public health and the environment.

Nothing in this bill would prevent the scenario | just described
from becoming reality, because MMT has not been banned. Thisis
a rather extraordinary way to deal with a substance which, in the
opinion of the Minister of the Environment and the Deputy Prime
Minister, is deleterious to the health of Canadians and Quebecers.

At a time when businesses are looking to rationalize their
operations, it would be rather surprising for Ethyl to decide to open
plants in every province and territory of Canada. This means that,
under Bill C-29, it will be forced to shut down its operations in
Canada.

Some 40 jobs would be lost if the plant in Ontario closed. Also,
MMT no longer being available, oil companies would have to
change their refining and production methods.

The ail industry estimates that it would cost close to $100
million to produce gasoline that is equally performant without
MMT, as aresult of this bill. This extra cost will inevitably make
the price of gasat the pump go up. Asusual, consumerswill pay for
thisinitiative, not to mention the potential job losses resulting from
this price increase.

We have come across another possible effect a few weeks ago.
On September 10, feeling aggrieved by thisban on MMT exportsto
Canada, Ethyl gave notice of its intention to file acomplaint under
the North American Free Trade Agreement.

The company argues that Bill C-29 is in conflict with certain
provisions of NAFTA, as the subject-matter of the ban is not the
product itself but its import. As was pointed out, the production,
sde and use of MMT are not prohibited. As a result of such
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contraventions of NAFTA, Ethyl will sustain damages, actually
more than $200 million American, or nearly $275 million Cana-
dian, in loss of revenue.

Questioned on thisin the House last Wednesday, the Minister of
the Environment insisted this bill was essential to protect both the
environment and the health of Canadians. In light of the conse-
quences this bill will have, we can only doubt his sincerity and,
consequently, vote against the bill.

® (1250)

Again, not only did the federal government encroach on provin-
cial jurisdictions by legislating in interprovincial trade, but it also
ignored the opposition to Bill C-29 expressed by the provinces.

Last May 1, Quebec's legidature unanimously passed a resolu-
tion reguesting the postponement of federal Bill C-29 concerning
gasoline additive, MMT, as long as environmental studies had not
been conducted in a properly scientific manner.

As aways, the Liberal government turns a deaf ear to the
requests from Quebec and the other provinces that the minister
withdraw the bill in order to examine its real impact and what is
redly at stake.

When this government decided to interfere in interprovincial
trade and ignore the pleas of the provinces, it demonstrated once
again how it really sees co-operation between the federal govern-
ment and the provinces. Its idea of co-operative federalism is to
wax eloquent on federal-provincial agreements, and then keep
moving in on provincial jurisdiction constantly breaking its prom-
ises.

For these reasons, the Bloc Quebecois is once again asking the
minister to postpone passage of this bill. The environment and the
health of our fellow Canadians are too important to simply be used
to further the expectations of the strong lobby of Ontario’s motor
vehicle manufacturers and corn producers.

[English]

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | was
disappointed in the Bloc member’s argument. To use provincial
versus federal technical arguments about jurisdiction with respect
to an issue which involves the health of all Canadians strikesme as
a very dangerous approach.

We are getting close to the end of the debate on this legislation
which will effectively ban manganese in gasoline in Canada. |
would remind the member opposite that manganese is a heavy
metal. It gets into the environment. Once it is in the environment,
in the ecosystem, it stays there.

The hon. member says that there are doubts. Very often in
scientific studies it is difficult to prove something absolutely
conclusively. If there are doubts about something that might be
poisoning our children in the same way as years ago there were
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doubts about lead, which was in gasoline, and how it affected us
and our children, then we should err on the side of safety.
Eventually it was proven that lead affects us and our children and
legislation was passed, but that was after generations of young
people had grown up and their brains had been affected by the lead.
Use the precautionary principle and vote for this legislation.

| have spoken twice at some length in parts of this debate and |
do not want to repeat all of those arguments. However, | rise now to
point out to the member that in my riding of Peterborough we have
many workers who work at the General Motors plants in Oshawa.
They have come to me and explained very carefully the proven
impact of manganese on the on-board emission control systems
which are going into the modern vehicles they are producing and
which they have to sell abroad competitively.

These automobiles are being produced with $2,000 or $3,000
worth of emission controls and we are filling them up with gasoline
which has manganesein it. First of all, we damage these expensive
items in our cars and then, because these systems control al the
pollutants and not just manganese going into the environment, we
damage the control systems. As aresult we allow pollutants of all
sorts which are in gasoline to get into the environment. Thisis not
the case in the United States.

® (1255)

To the auto workersin my riding | would say this: The Canadian
Automobile Association in my riding and nationally, which repre-
sents all the motorists in Canada, wants Bill C-29 to go through.
The auto parts manufacturers, the people who make the computer-
like emission control devices, want it to go through. That is in
addition to al the people who are interested in the health of
Canadians and to al of the people who are interested in the
environment.

| would be most grateful if the member would search her heart
and not use these technical, legal matters because of her position
with respect to the separation of Quebec in an area which affects
the health and environment of all Canadians.

[Translation]

Mrs. Dalphond-Guiral: Mr. Speaker, | listened to what my
colleague had to say with great interest. However, | totally disagree
with him when he compares lead to manganese.

| began to study nursing forty years ago, in a pediatric hospital.
Forty years, that is quite along time ago. There were no anti-pollu-
tion systems at that time. Forty years ago,children were being
admitted to hospitals with lead induced encephalitis. Therefore,
lead toxicity was already a recognized phenomenon.

Asfar asmanganeseis concerned, at present thereis no evidence
to show that it poses any threat to public health. Granted, all of the
heavy metals are dangerous. Copper is dangerous, but we have
some in our system. If we had to remove everything that is
dangerous, there would be nobody left on the planet.

The arguments made by my colleague to the effect that plant
workers are convinced that the anti-pollution systems are greatly
affected by manganese in fuel, are something that | can understand,
coming from these workers, but we must also look at rulings,
especially by U.S. courts, to the effect that this has nothing to do
with deterioration of anti-pollution systems.

Everybody looks to his own interests. In itself, that is not
surprising. But | do not think that we should use the excuse of
public health to support the interests of powerful lobbyists. |
believe that the role of a government whether federal or provincial,
isto look after the well-being of its citizens, all of them, and not to
privilege one group in particular.

[English]

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, plus ¢a change, plus ¢’ est laméme chose.
Just asin the case of Bill S-9, the alternative fuels act, we have 295
members of Parliament, most of whom are technological illiterates,
attempting to referee between two powerful corporate lobbies. The
cabinet is divided, but the government, for whatever reason, is
going to persist in ploughing ahead with this legislation.

The red herring of health effects keeps being mentioned. It was
brought up during questions and comments after the last speaker.

| would like to quote from the health protection branch of Health
and Welfare Canada, which in 1992 issued a paper on the health
impact of MMT. It concluded that based on current evidence,
experts at Health and Welfare Canada are confident that the risk to
human health from MMT derived manganese is extremely small.
Thereis clearly awide margin of safety between the current intake
of manganese from MMT and the lowest concentrations of air-
borne manganese known to cause any health effects.

® (1300)

Let us be clear. We are not here debating a health issue, we are
here debating a dispute between two industrial sectors, the automo-
tive manufacturers on one hand and the petroleum producers on the
other. It has absolutely nothing to do with health.

| understand that the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association
came to the government requesting that legislation beintroduced to
ban MMT. It claims it causes problems to its onboard diagnostic
systems, which | will hereafter refer to as OBDs.
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The government claims it has attempted to negotiate some sort
of a settlement between the automobile and petroleum industries.
However, the former environment minister, who happened to
represent an industrial area in southern Ontario, promised a ban
on MMT before any fruitful talks could even take place. Clearly
this has prejudiced any negotiations from the outset.

To encourage the government to move forward with legislation
the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association informed the gov-
ernment that if MMT is not removed from gasoline its members
will void warranties for new model cars, thereby inconveniencing
thousands of Canadians who become car owners. And to ensure its
point is appreciated and to exert a little bit of blackmail pressure,
the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association has threatened to
charge Canadian consumers an additional $3,000 per car to offset
the costs associated with OBD warranty claims.

The Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association claims that it can
validate its allegation that MMT causes malfunctions of its OBD
systems. However, it will not make its research publicly available
for review. It isworth noting that a U.S. court of appeals has stated
that the automakers evidence, whatever it is, has not come close to
refuting the Environmental Protection Agency’s claim that MMT
does not contribute to or cause the failure of OBD systems.

The claim that MMT negatively affects the functioning of OBDs
in Canada has to be questioned given that the automakers have long
been experiencing similar problems in the United States where
until last year MM T was banned. So in the absence of MMT the car
companies in the United States have fingered a very wide and
diverse range of culprits for their problems. And these include
sulphur in the fuel, which | suspect is probably the major one, cold
weather, high atitude and road conditions.

Are we going to have the government taking action on these
fronts as well? We could get our national highway system fixed up
a bit, and alot of Canadians would really appreciate a federal ban
on cold winter weather.

The Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association has a so succeed-
ed in creating the impression with some of our hon. colleagues that
the failure of OBD systems contributes to increased air pollution.
That is false. OBDs are monitoring systems. They have nothing to
do with the actual emissions of the automobile. So it has been
necessary for the car makers, in order to cover their own failingsin
the design of their OBDs, to link this problem to the environment
because otherwise they would not have got through the doors of the
various Liberal ministers responsible. We had Liberal ministers of
the environment introducing some very ill conceived legisation.

In theory one would expect that a minister of the environment
would have very littlein common with automobile manufacturers.
After all, what is the leading cause of smog? It isthe automobile. If
we take MMT out of automobile fuels, we will have more smog.
That, at least, is beyond scientific dispute.

Government Orders

® (1305)

On the other side of this issue there is the petroleum industry,
which uses MMT to boost octane to make a cleaner burning
gasoline, and there are the producers of MMT. They dispute the
claims of the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association and point
to scientific research done in the United States as part of one of the
most extensive testing programs to date conducted by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA test results demon-
strated conclusively that MMT in gasoline does not cause or
contribute to the failure of any emission control device or system.

The Canadian Petroleum Products I nstitute, which represents the
majority of petroleum refining and marketing entities in Canada,
has stated that it is strongly opposed to the proposed ban and has
made efforts to have the Minister of the Environment see its
perspective on this issue.

Hereit is, two of the most powerful corporate lobbiesin Canada
both fighting for the attention of the minister on this issue, both
presenting scientific data. We do not know really how much of the
scientific data are valid because we have not properly addressed the
issue.

The committee is where this should be dealt with. There should
be alot of witnesses coming in. We should not be jumping into this
with both feet and playing favourites between these two groups of
corporate giants.

The Canadian Petroleum Products I nstitute wants the Minister of
the Environment to allow industry, both parties, to examine the
effects of MMT through a facts based joint assessment conducted
by impartial scientific observers. The minister hasignored callsfor
an independent testing program and is still forging ahead with this
legidation.

| fail to understand how the Minister of the Environment and his
colleagues can justify taking our time to review a situation when
what obviously needs to happen is that the Canadian Petroleum
Products Institute and the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Associa-
tion should solve their own problems between them. We do not
need government intervention on this.

Why does the government, specifically the Minister of the
Environment, feel so compelled to get involved in an industry
dispute? If the government decided that it did have to intervene,
one would at least have expected that it would do so based on
scientific facts and not pander to either one political lobby or the
other.

If we are going to restrict interprovincia trade, which is very
deeply embedded in this legislation, one would have thought that
the provinces would have been consulted. Seven provinces, Alber-
ta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Quebec, Nova Scaotia, New Bruns-
wick and Newfoundland, are all resoundingly opposed to this bill.
Rather than creating green grass, the environment minister
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seems to be expanding his turf war with the provinces by pushing
ahead with Bill C-29.

I would like to quote briefly from examples of some of the
provincia opposition. A letter dated May 14 from Premier Klein of
Albertasaid: “I am deeply troubled about the unilateral manner in
which this issue was decided and implemented. There is aneed for
strong federal-provincial agreement and co-operation on national
environmental issues such as air quality”.

On May 1, 1996 the Quebec National Assembly unanimously
approved the following resolution: “That the national assembly
request the postponement of federal Bill C-29 concerning the
gasoline additive MMT as long as environmental studies have not
been conducted in a conclusive manner’. | might add, not con-
ducted in a properly scientific manner.

® (1310)

About 10 days ago Manitoba and Newfoundland joined with the
other provinces in requesting that this very ill thought out legisa
tion be slowed down. It is the provinces that will bear the direct
deleterious result of the removal of MMT from gasoline which is
the significant increase in emissions of nitrogen oxide. It seems
reasonable to think that they should therefore have a voice in this
decision.

In fact, the ban of MMT will mean that the provinces will be
required to forfeit the most cost effective method of reducing smog
causing agents in gasoline, and they will be required to accommo-
date anywhere from a 16 per cent to a 20 per cent increase in
nitrous oxide emissions.

Calls to the government to identify what will replace MMT are
still unanswered. No scientific testing is planned and it is difficult
to predict what is going to happen next. Surely the government has
something in mind to replace MMT.

Clearly al Canadians hope the members opposite will not
support this bill without putting forward a credible plan to deal
with increased urban smog.

We have made good progress toward reducing our nitrous oxide
content of emissionsin this country, but with thislegislation we run
the risk of wiping out those gains and saddling ourselves with
increased problems. We are clearly moving in the wrong direction.

Therefore rather than construct environmental policy on specu-
lation and half baked voodoo science, what is needed is some
leadership from the government. If we are to address the problem
of worsening air quality in Canada the auto companies and the oil
companies must work together. It is equally clear that there is a
need to havethe federal and provincial governments co-operate on
environmental issues of this nature.

The way to accomplish this is obvious. Withdraw this bill, do
some decent scientific work and come back to this House when you
know what you are doing.

[Translation]

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, there is something | would like to make clear right at the
outset, because viewers might have the impression that those who
care about environment are sitting on that side and those who do
not care are sitting on this side. This is an oversimplification.

| want to say right away to peoplejoining usfor the debate that it
has to do with the fact that the government is proposing a hill
seeking a ban on a gas additive, which would have as a major
impact substantial adjustment costs for whole segments of industri-
al sectors, such as oil refineries, without any scientific studies to
back it up.

The official opposition, first through its critic, the hon. member
for Laurentides, and through successive members, wantsto make it
clear that, when the environment minister or any other independent
third party will be able to table in this House rigorously scientific
and conclusive studies showing that this additive caled MMT
harms the environment or damages antipollution systems in ve-
hicles, the Bloc, as well asthe Reform Party surely, will reconsider
its position.

It is unthinkable that an environment minister, with a careless-
ness that is out of keeping with the seriousness of thisissue, would
ask Canadian members of Parliament to pass legislation that will
impose substantial adjustment costs on industrial sectors that are
already in difficulty, on the basis of representations made by a auto
makers lobby. That is not how things should be done.

® (1315)

| am particularly pleased to take part in this debate because, as
you know, | am one of the members from Montreal, more
specifically from East Montreal. When | was younger, East Mon-
treal had six refineries. Today there are only two left, because of a
number of problems which are international in nature but some-
times have a more national resonance.

| cannot accept, and | fail to understand how the government can
do agood job when it asks us to pass a bill that, | repeat, involves
considerable adjustment costs for the oil refinery sector, without
thorough, scientific and conclusive studies to support its decision.

It does not make sense to have jobs, jobs, jobs as a political
mantra when you create problems for those who want to save jobs.
In the case of East Montreal, | would like to point out that the two
remaining refineries that continue to operate—when | was a kid
there were six—employ 4,000 people. | would liketo includein my
speech apoint of view that istypically Montreal and a flavour that
is East Montreal by sharing with you two letters | received from
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interest groups that represent their community and have a stake in
the local economy.

| am not referring to the Saint-Jean-Baptiste Society which is our
ally on sovereignty. | am not talking about the M ouvement national
des Québécaois, but about interest groups, the first of whichiscalled
Pro-Est. These are businessmen, people who are concerned above
all about the economic recovery of East Montreal.

You will recall that in 1984, there was a wave of business
shutdowns which led the people of East Montreal to organize. The
result was agroup called Pro-Est, an authorized pressure group that
tries in various ways to give East Montreal a prosperous economy
so that people will want to stay there.

Pro-Est is concerned about the subject matter of Bill C-29. |
would like to share this short letter with you, and | would like to
recommend its contents to the attention of the government side, so
they will understand that the reaction to Bill C-29 goes back to
what is at stake in the economy of a number of communities,
including East Montreal.

The letter says: * Pro-Est wants to express its concerns about the
possible adoption of Bill C-29 regarding MMT as an additive in
gas’. It goesonto say: ““In fact, the passage of thishill would have
a negative impact on the competitive position of the industry”.

The words competitive position really mean something from the
economic point of view, and | hope the government side will
appreciate that. So the letter reads: ** The passage of this bill would
have a negative impact on the competitive position of the refineries
of East Montreal. The withdrawal of MMT would oblige refineries
to compensate in other ways, which would represent an additional
cost of seven or eight million dollars annually for the refineriesin
East Montreal alone”.

So seven or eight million dollars annually for the refineries in
East Montreal alone, and earlier we heard a figure of about $40
million for the entire petrochemical sector in Quebec.

The letter goes on: “We remind you that the petrochemical
industry is one of the cornerstones of economic development on the
east side of the island of Montreal. The takeover of Kemtec by
Coastal, the high placement rate of graduates of the Institut de
chimie et de pétrochimie and the viability of the Petro-Canada and
Shell refineries are a good indication of the consolidation of this
sector in our region. Because of these important economic spin-
offs and the considerable number of secondary jobs, the petro-
chemical industry is a key sector in the economic recovery of the
greater Montreal area’.

Asyou probably know, the environment is an important issue for
Pro-Est, and | may point out that Pro-Est is a group that has
identified the environmental sector, the whole issue of plastics
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recycling, as a sector to be developed in this region. So we cannot
accuse them of not being sensitive to this problem.

® (1320)

I will continue reading the letter: * Hence, we agree with several
other Quebecers who are suggesting to defer the passing of Bill
C-29 until independent experts can clearly show that MMT is
environmentally safe. We thank you for your interest—"', and so
on. That letter is signed by Pierre Bibeau, chairman of the Pro-Est

group.

| also heard the same thing from the chairman of the chamber of
commerce of eastern Montreal Island, Alain Riendeau. When the
businesspeople and al the stakeholders who are concerned about
economic growth and who want to ensure the communities remain
competitive join together to make representations, something they
can do within our system, | hope the mgjority in office is listening.

Earlier, my colleague, the hon. member for Peterborough, said
that a few years back no one would have imagined that lead could
become such a problem and a health hazard. Again, when studies
carried out by independent third parties show that there is cause for
concern, that will be the time to take concrete measures. But this
cannot be done on the basis of non-scientific allegations and on the
basis, finally, of representations by alocal lobby, which naturally
has the attention of the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of
the Environment who are both Ontario members.

It takes some nerve to come here and tell us that our concern
today is for public health. In that case, let us remind ministers that
they gave thisissue to the wrong minister. If it were apublic health
issug, if the health of Canadians was really in jeopardy, | would
hope that the health minister, the hon. member for Cape Breton—
Richmond-East, would stand in this House and explain to us,
parliamentarians and, thus, to all Canadians, how this concerns his
department and what remedies he intends to take.

Let usgo alittle further. If thisisatoxic substance, why isit that
the federal government has not taken any measure so far to ban it
and why are imports at issue here? If this substance is a toxic
substance, then it is so everywhere. Be it within a province or in
interprovincia trade, the toxic content remains the same.

You know, as the last speaker for the Reform Party also said, |
think, what we are talking about here are representations by
lobbyists, by people who are settled in Ontario and are concerned
with the automotive industry.

If auto makers have decisive studies on the operation of anti-
pollution systems, and the resulting impact on their competitive-
ness, that should concern us as parliamentarians, let them make
these studies public. In ademocracy, the best way to oppose an idea
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is to suggest a better one. That is how things can be done
democratically.

How accurate was the auto makers' demonstration? What did
they contribute to the debate? Not much. They are unableto make a
clear and significant demonstration of the dangersthat should bring
us, as members of Parliament, to ban MMT.

| really want to be very clear about the possible consequences of
such aban in acommunity like Montreal, where the petrochemical
sector has already been under considerable strain for the last ten
years. Investments of $7 million to $14 million will be needed to
adjust to new production equipment. Thisisthefirst reality to keep
in mind.

® (1325)

If the Minister is the sensible man | believe he is and anxious to
start a dialogue, there is a second reality that should at least be of
some concern to him. Right now, there are seven provinces in
different regions, with governments of different political stripes,
and with different economic bases—that is quite a number of
provinces—that have taken a united stand and ask the federal
government to review its position and delay the adoption of this
bill.

| think the government ought to be impressed by some of the
arguments that have been made. If the government cares about the
quality of our environment, it will seeto it that we make decisions
based on accurate and scientifically recognized studies and that we
pass legislation based on documentation that is really useful to us
in our debates.

| cannot resist temptation. You know how disciplined | am, but
sometimes | like to let my imagination go, especialy on a difficult
Friday such as this one, given the difficlut issue of the referra to
the Supreme Court. You know that nothing is simple in this
Parliament.

Mr. Morrison: Things will change now.

Mr. Ménard: | see my colleague from the Reform Party shares
my opinion. | would like to share with you aletter that was sent to
the government by the natural resources minister in the Bouchard
government, Francois Gendron. Let me draw your attention to one
aspect of this correspondence. The minister writes: ““1 am writing
again, on behaf of the minister of state for economy and finance,
Bernard Landry, and of the transport minister in charge of Cana-
dian intergovernmental affairs, Jacques Brassard, and on my own
behalf, to state the firm position of the Quebec government on the
bill being studied”.

He continues: *“ That bill, the Manganese-based Fuel Additives
Act, will reach the third reading stage in the House of Commonsin
just afew months. It seems your government is quite determined to
follow through with that bill. That bill concerns the importation

and selling of MMT in Canada. It seems the Canadian government
wants to pass this bill because the auto makers claim that gasoline
containing MMT will cause damage to the pollution control
equipment in new cars’.

This is getting interesting, it should shake up government
members alittle. It goes on: *“ With free trade between Canada, the
United States and Mexico, recent developments in the United
States and Mexico are pointing in another direction”.

What doesit mean? You will remember that in the past few years
the Environmental Protection Agency has been trying to have the
use of MMT banned in the United States. The case was dismissed
by a district of Columbia appeal court which ruled that the
evidence presented was not conclusive enough.

Not only were the United States defeated, not only was the EPA
defeated, but now the regulation banning the use of MMT as a fuel
additive in the United States can no longer be enforced, and in
Mexico—as you might recall, the Mexican president sat in your
chair and made a speech to Canadian parliamentarians—they are
faced with the same situation.

So, when we are told that if the bill is not passed, we will no
longer be competitive, there is something not quite right with
government members' logic, since the production and use of MMT
as a fuel additive will now be allowed in the United States, our
major trading partner—and you know how strong our commercial
ties are with them, especially when it comes to the automobile
industry. And not only in the case of the United States, but also in
the case of Mexico.

So, thisisasituation of ministeria stubbornness. The minister is
stomping his feet with a rather childish stubbornness saying we
must go in that direction, with some sort of determination that is
almost unreasonable, no, | correct my words, that is not reasonable
a all.

What must we do, as members of Parliament, to convince the
minister? What efforts must we make when seven provinces are
opposed, when the Canadian Petroleum Products Institute is op-
posed, when entire industrial sectors are at risk, particularly in
regions that cannot afford to losejobs if they want to maintain their
economic prosperity. Of course, | am talking about East Montreal.

So today, we must send the environment minister a cry from the
heart so that, for the sake of rationality, he can go beyond partisan
considerations and find a reasonable compromise. And this reason-
able compromise can only be the public tabling, for debate, of
much more substantiated studies commissioned by third parties
and focusing on the potential or not, on the beneficial or deleterious
nature, of using MMT in gasoline.

| do not think what we are asking today is unreasonable. | do not
think the consensus of the seven provinces, regardiess of any
partisan leaning, is unreasonable. It seemsto meif the Minister of
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Environment is concerned with the environmental issue, there are
other bills, other problems that should hold his attention.

We have been told about the pollution in the Great Lakes. There
would be something there that could be very interesting from a
legidlation viewpoint.

So why take up the time of the House to deal with poorly defined
problems, with untested propositions, on an issue where almost
everyone is not convinced by or satisfied with the evidence tabled
by the minister.

| intend to take a very firm stand on this. Again, there used to be
six refineriesin the east end of Montreal. The petrochemical sector
used to be prosperous, but with measures such as those proposed
today—I have a feeling my time is running out, so | make a last
appeal to the minister to use common sense and defer his hill.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. Kilger): It being 1.30 p.m., the House
will now proceed to the consideration of Private Members' Busi-
ness as listed on today’s Order Paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[Translation]

INCOME TAX ACT

The House resumed from June 3, 1996, consideration of the
motion that, in the opinion of this House, the government should
consider amending the Income Tax Act to provide a Care-Giver
Tax Credit for those who provide care in the home for pre-school
children, the disabled, the chronically-ill or the aged.

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to address Private Members' Motion No. 30.
The motion reads as follows:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should consider amending the
Income Tax Act to provide a Care-Giver Tax Credit for those who provide care in the
home for pre-school children, the disabled, the chronically-ill or the aged.

The purpose of this motion isto help people who greatly need to
be helped. The disability tax credit is a tax measure that exists at
the provincial level, at least in Quebec, and at the federal level. Itis
a non-refundable tax credit.

In 1994, this credit amounted to $4,233. It is to be noted that it
was originally established to help those who became disabled
during the war. In order to be €eligible for the credit, the applicant
must submit, with his income tax return, a Revenue Canada form
duly completed by a doctor or an optometrist.

Private Members' Business

There are currently a number of tax measures designed to help
families that take care of elderly or disabled people. However, we
believe these measures are not enough.

The numerous flaws of the current taxation system make me
quite angry at times. How can this government turn a deaf ear to
such amotion, while seeking to smother the scandal of family trust
assets transferred tax free to the United States? Two billion dollars
left the country tax free, while ordinary taxpayers are being taxed
to the hilt.

® (1335)

My colleague, the hon. member for Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot and
official opposition finance critic, mentioned recently that Liberals
question the qualifications of the Auditor General and his team by
refusing to answer his questions, and suggesting that Mr. Desautels
has stepped outside his terms of reference.

Liberal members of the finance committee are trying to demean
an ingtitution whose main goal is to make sure the government is
held accountable.

| am aso quite sensitive to the treatment of older people, in my
capacity asthe official opposition representative for seniors organi-
zations. | have taken the floor many times in the House to uphold
the rights of seniors. We should not forget the Canadian population
is growing older.

A 1991 survey on aging and self care has shown that nearly one
third of Canadians were 45 or older in 1991, with 19 per cent being
between 45 and 64 and 11 per cent 65 or older. As the baby
boomers grow older, we can expect a rapid increase in the number
of seniors.

Projections over the 1991-2001 period tell us that the population
growth in the 45 plus group will be almost three times faster thanin
the general population, that is 32 and 13 per cent respectively.

The well-being of the aged, as measured by their health, their
revenue and their degree of integration in society, seems to be
strongly related to the quality of housing and the ability to move
around in their community. Seniors and the disabled very often
prefer to stay in their community with the assistance of a member
of their immediate family or another relative.

It appears quite reasonable to give atax credit to a taxpayer who
can work full time and give appropriate care to a dependent person.
People who do not have to move into residences run by strangers
experience a better quality of life.

Seniors are often seen as a burden in our communities. They are
socially dead. But if they remain in their own community, these
people can be part of their community and feel more secure,
financialy or otherwise.
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| aso rose in this House to have a grandparents’ day celebrated
every year and also have a grandparents year designated, to
recognize the role these people play in the family unit, especially
in child rearing.

These people are often the link between the past, the present and
the future. Therefore, you will understand why Motion No. 30 is of
particular concern to me and why itsimplementation raises several
questions in my mind.

Today's edition of Le Devoir includes highlights of the report of
the Auditor General of Canada, Denis Desautels. It says that
Revenue Canada has laid itself open to fraud by not sufficiently
controlling or assessing the GST credit program and the child tax
benefits, which combined and replaced the old family allowance
and child tax credit. These programs cost $8 billion every year.

It adds that among the issues that were raised was the fact that
Revenue Canada does not require a birth certificate before granting
the tax benefit. The assessment of the applications for disability
benefits paid by the Canada Pension Plan is inadequate. The total
amount of these benefits has tripled in the last 10 years, increasing
from $841 million to $3 billion. In comparison, disability benefits
paid by the Régime des rentes du Québec have remained almost
stable during the same period.

The report also concluded that a general improvement of govern-
ment phone services was in order. Too often, the lines are over-
loaded and the information given by the operators is incorrect.
Revenue Canada has a particularly poor performance, in this
regard.

® (1340)

How can we not worry about potential fraud, since there are
people who abuse the system, unfortunately.

Moreover, if the government gives the tax credit to people who
stay at home and take care of preschool children or handicapped,
chronically ill or senior members of the family, it could be tempted
to reduce benefits, in particular the old age security or the child tax
benefit.

To conclude, Motion M-30 brought forward by my colleague for
Mississauga-South is valid in principle, but it would require
increased vigilance to avoid potential fraud.

Mr. Ronald J. Duhamel (St. Boniface, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to be here this afternoon to debate this motion tabled by the
member for Mississauga South.

[English]

The motion reads:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should consider amending the
Income Tax Act to provide a Care-Giver Tax Credit for those who provide care in the
home for pre-school children, the disabled, the chronically-ill or the aged.

[Translation]

Itis, of course, avery valid proposal, astep in theright direction,
and we can all subscribe to its objective.

[English]

The motion proposes that the government augment its existing
tax credit system for caregivers. This motion, because it identifies
preschool children, the disabled, the chronically ill and the aged is
not unlike some of the proposals| have made in the past. | would be
hard pressed not to support my colleague and that is what | intend
to do philosophically in the direction in which he is going.

| want to review some of the things we have in place today.
There are anumber of very laudable programs that not everyoneis
aware of. These were reviewed by the hon. member for St. Paul’s
but | want to share some of them briefly with my colleagues.

With respect to the disabled and the aged, the disability tax credit
isamed at benefiting those with a severe and prolonged mental or
physical impairment. There is also medical expense tax credit
which provides assistance to those with exceedingly difficult
medical expenses. This credit benefits families helping to care for
elderly or disabled relatives. There is the infirm dependant credit
which helps to reduce the federal tax for supporting relatives.

With respect to preschool children the child care expense
deduction assists parents with modest incomes with child care
expenses. The supplement to the child tax benefit assists thosewho
remain at home to raise their children. It is aform of assistance to
families with modest incomes who have to stay at home to care for
their young children without utilizing child care. There is the
working income supplement, a non-taxable benefit which helps
low income working families with child care expenses and trans-
portation costs.

| believe we need to offer credits to assist caregivers. Infact as|
indicated previoudly | have suggested motions which deal with tax
credits in the past.

[Translation]

| think the purpose of this motion is very commendable and that
each of usagrees, at least in principle, on the necessity of providing
such assistance. On the other hand, there may be different ways of
dealing with this issue.

[English]

In the past | proposed a motion to change the child related tax
benefits and child care deductions. | felt that they should be based
on need irrespective of care. | also proposed a motion that was
aimed at assisting single income families. | thought this was
particularly important and | still do so today.
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Our tax system is continually evolving to meet the changing
needs of our population. Let us look at this motion specificaly.
Some people have suggested that it may not be specific enough
and that the motion may not have sufficient details so that we can
deal with it appropriately.

| want to share with my colleagues a couple of observationswith
respect to experiences | have had recently in dialoguing with fellow
Canadians and experts of different disciplines who have a great
deal of knowledge about our Canadian population.

® (1345)

| had the good fortune to meet with a number of individuals of
diverse backgrounds to discuss the future of government in Cana-
da. We wanted to see how government might operate and how it
might respond even more sensitively than it does now to changing
needs. Clearly that could be done if we had a better picture of how
the Canadian population is changing.

| must confess these discussions have been rather fascinating. A
number of themes emerged during this exchange, but one of the
common threads that came about was the flexibility of government.

[Translation]

Without this great flexibility, whether it be at the federa,
provincial or municipal level, we will have serious problems.
Why? Because it is obvious that the needs of the population vary
greatly from region to region. It is true that there are common
needs, but it is also true that, depending on the population, the
needs can vary considerably from province to province, from
region to region, from territory to territory.

[English]

Interestingly, the discussions have identified numerous support
mechanisms, some of which are very innovative. We have to stop
thinking that it is only the federal, provincia and municipal
governments that can assist citizens. There are a number of
organizations out that that do laudable work with very little
investment from Canadians, that is very little investment relatively
speaking. However, | am targeting that which we refer to as
community groups. We need to take alook at that and see what else
they might provide in services to improve the quality of life of al
Canadians who need special assistance.

When | talk about support | am using the term loosely. | do not
say that pejoratively, but in avery broad sense because it can mean
a lot of things. It can mean flexibility, which | have already
mentioned, in the workplace to alow time, for example, away
during difficult periods without the threat of ajob loss. It can mean
the expansion of health care services to provide better, long term
care in the community and elsewhere. It can mean flexibility to the
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CPP It clearly could mean tax credits, but these are not the only
solutions.

| guesswhere | am at right now, | would argue that a study would
need to be carried out to examine exactly what the $1.4 hillion in
existing assistance means to Canadians. Do they know that thisis
happening? Are they sufficiently familiar with these programs?
Are individuals currently aware of what credits for which they are
all eligible? Isthe current system being utilized appropriately? We
have talked about some people misusing the system but there are a
number of people, which | think has been documented, who are not
aware of the systems and programs that exist.

When we look at this holistically, we need to ask where the gaps
are. Clearly there must be some. There are weaknesses in the
system. What measures are required to fill these gaps and be more
responsive to Canadians and their needs? Maybe tax credits are
required. Perhaps there are other solutions that need to be explored.

[Translation]

Basically, the point | want to make this afternoon is that it is a
good idea as such, an idea we all support. However, before going
any further, we should look at al the programs | have mentioned
and others in order to determine how well they meet the needs for
which they were designed. Then we will be able to determineif the
system is deficient, if certain programs need to be strengthened,
changed, eliminated or replaced.

What my colleague is proposing is smple, but it is something
that we should do only after having reviewed al programs, after
having gained a better understanding of the needs of Canadians
across the country and after having made sure that future changes
in the Canadian population are taken into account in the measures
we propose.

You certainly know—if | am not mistaken, we are talking about
a population over 65 years of age representing 11 or 12 per cent of
the total population in Canada—that the senior population is
expected to double over the next thirty years or so. Women, who
already live longer than men, are expected to live even longer. And
even men will also live longer.

What does that means as it relates to health, entertainment,
work? What does it means when we look at this new Canadian
population which will be different from what it is today?

® (1350)

Incidentally, | should point out that this solution is not so
different from what can be found in a number of European
countries.

| suggest that we keep in mind the idea put forward by my
colleague from Mississauga South until we have an opportunity to
thoroughly review all the programs. We can then look at the
shortcomings and determineif changes arerequired, if some of the
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programs should be altered or if the solution proposed by the hon.
member is the best aternative.

And this concludes my remarks.

[English]

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk 1sland, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to
debate this important private member’'s motion. First, | would like
to support the idea of the private member’s motion. | read a bit of
history not long ago and found that in times past Parliament was
taken up essentially with motions and bills brought forward by
private members.

Over time, this has eroded to mostly government initiated bills
and motions. If the government says go for it, then fine. If the
government is against it, it would not bring in the bills or motions.
Consequently, the legidative agenda is greatly limited.

| appreciate the concept of private members’ motions. | sincere-
ly hope that we will not see in this private member’s motion the
kind of interference from the government side that we did in the
previous one earlier this week. | hope, sincerely, that members of
Parliament will be able to assess the merits of this motion on its
own and to vote freely, without interference from the government
side.

Specifically the question is one of taxation. This topic comes up
over and over again in the House. It is a problem, | suppose it
would be proper to say, that has seized the attention of Canadians.

| was married 35 years ago. | would like to congratulate my wife
for having stayed with me for that long. It isamiracle in itself. A
friend of ours said recently: ** She deserves amedal’, and | would
concur with that.

When we were first married in 1961, my salary was alittle over
$400 amonth. My income tax deduction was $35 a month, about 8
per cent. On that salary, | was able to provide for my family. At
first we had arented house. We went from that to purchase a house
on a single income.

| was able to provide enough groceries. People can see over the
years that |, as the representative sample of our family, have not
suffered in the starvation department. We have been able to manage
quite well.

We are one family who made the choice that, when our children
were young, mother would be a full time mother. She would be the
manager of the home. She would be there for the children in the
morning when they were off to school as they grew older. She
stayed with them, of course, full time before they went to school.
She was there when the children came home from school in order
to give a solid, loving home base to the children as they were
growing up. Consequently, we lived on my income only during
those years.

Unfortunately, times have changed during these 35 years. To my
view, they have changed to the detriment of the family. For most
Canadians over half their income is spent for them by politicians
and bureaucrats at the three levels of government. No longer do we
have an 8 per cent rate of taxation. We now have a 50 per cent rate
of taxation, plus GST. People cannot get away from that. No matter
where they turn to purchase anything, there is the GST.

| had to buy a part for my vehicle the other day. | ended up
paying $10 in GST. The part was quite expensive. | said to myself,
why should | pay a penalty of $10 to some federal program that is
wasting my money because | have to repair my vehicle so that it
will run.

® (1355)

The motion underlines the fact that we are taxed to death. In
particular, as families we are being taxed to death. It is no longer
true that families have a choice, as we had, to say that one member
will stay at home full time. They cannot live on one income. The
reason is very simple. So much of a family's earnings are now
taken away from it by the coercion of taxation that the amount that
it has left is insufficient to provide for shelter, clothing, food,
education and then some of those other things that are valued.

It is wonderful if children, as they are growing up, can learn
more than what is taught just in the home and in the school. |
benefited from piano lessons. My parents sacrificed so that | could
learn to play the piano. | love playing O Canada when we go out to
some of the meetingsin my constituency. | always say: ““Make sure
there is a piano there so that | can play it”. My parents sacrificed
for that. More and more families cannot do that.

| spoke recently with parents who said they have no choice but
for both of them to work. Otherwise they could not afford to have
shelter, clothing and food. They are hard pressed to provide some
of those other things which are so valuable in the development and
the growth of children.

This motion says there should be a tax credit for those who
choose this particular lifestyle. In principle, | agree with it. The
principle is that we want to reduce the tax load on families so that
they can, with their own earnings, provide the care for their
families. That is a commendable goal. In principle, | am in favour
of what this bill says.

At the same time | seriously ask the question of whether thisis
the best way to go. First, governments at all levels should sharply
reduce their demands for money to be shipped to Ottawa by the
truckload, trainload or however it is brought here. The federa
government over spends. There is no doubt about it. Too large a
proportion of government expenditures are going to interest.
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It is absolutely mandatory that the government reduce not only
its annual borrowing so that the debt goes up more dowly, it is
far beyond the time already when it should have reduced the
deficit to zero. Government should be living within its means,
including the payment of interest on the present debt. Members
should start looking at reducing the debt which would reduce the
amount of interest so that Canadians can be given a tax break.
Consequently those Canadians would have more of their own
money to spend as they see fit. If parents value the ability to
choose that one of them stays home, then they should be able to
afford that.

It istrue that in the present system the greatest amount of future
planning, retirement planning and family budgeting has to do with
meeting the tax budget and the tax demands. | attended a seminar
some time ago on retirement planning. | was appalled when |
realized that about 10 or 15 per cent of the time was spent making
wise investment decisions and things like that and about 85 per
cent was used on how to either postpone or avoid paying taxes. It
points out the fact that taxes are too high.

This bill says let us give atax credit to those families in which
there is only one wage earner. Let us make it easier for families to
make that choice. Not long ago there was a poll taken and it showed
that fully two-thirds of parents of young children said if they really
had the choice they would choose for one or the other of them to
stay home full time with the children. They feel they do not have
the choice and inasmuch as this maotion is a step in the right
direction, it would be wise of us to support it.

® (1400)

Mr. John Bryden (Hamilton—Wentworth, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, itisapleasureto rise to speak to Mation No. M-30 which would
give a tax credit to home caregivers.

It is particularly a pleasure to speak to this motion because it
gives me an opportunity to demonstrate to Canadians who may be
interested that we who are members of political parties, be it the
Reform Party, the Bloc Quebecois or the Liberal Party, are not
necessarily ideologues, that we do not necessarily follow or hold
all the views of our respective parties.

In this case | am referring to the position taken by my own
Liberal Party on day care during the last federal election. The
Liberals came out very strongly in support of government subsi-
dized day care. The NDP came out even more strongly. If |
remember correctly, the NDP promised to spend $1 billion on
subsidized day care which the NDP said would create some 70,000
jobs. The Liberals promised much less than that; their program was
a couple of hundred million dollars which would create about
10,000 jobs if | recall correctly.
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From the outset | was opposed to both concepts in principle. |
made it very clear when | ran for election that | did not support
everything in the red book, and | certainly did not support the
Liberal position on day care. The fundamental reason was that in
my mind the promise of 70,000 jobs for $1 billion was a promise of
70,000 marginal jobs basically for women to look after children
other than their own. | did not see the practicality of that.

Thedesire for subsidized daycare hasits originsin the socialistic
movement of the previous decades, of the 1960s and the 1970s. It
was based on two premises. One premise was that parents,
particularly women, should not have to sacrifice for their children,
for raising families. The premise was that they should be able to
have children and also have a worthy job. The other premise, an
important one, was that the state could provide some fundamental
social caregiving like the family in looking after children.

It has become very clear in the course of the 1980s when we see
what has happened to the great totalitarian socialist states like the
former Soviet Union and even communist China, that institutional-
ized family services do not work. In the end they create problems.
They create young people who become adults who are not effective
citizens.

The services become unmanageable in their actual implementa-
tion. Look anywhere in the experiences of the Soviet Union and
communist Chinaand lesser so in some of the Nordic states and we
will find there have been many problems in trying to successfully
implement state run family care. It is not a concept that we
recognize as being very successful any more.

The proof of the pudding is in my own riding. When | cam-
paigned from door to door particularly on Hamilton Mountain, a
great number of the lower income families obviously had both
parents employed. As| went along the streets, | saw that block after
block the streets were empty, the houses were empty. The drive-
ways usually had spaces for two automaobiles. Most of these parents
probably had their children in day care if they were not in school.

As the member for Mississauga South pointed out, the eman-
cipation of the other spouse, be they male or female, basically puts
two people in a position of marginal income at the sacrifice of the
children. The statistic is basically that a person earning $25,000
with two children in day care makes a net profit of $100 a week. |
submit that is not worth the trial, tribulation and even the damage
which it inflicts on young children.

® (1405)

In my area there are some subsidized day care facilities. | have
visited them as a member of Parliament. What do we do when we
enter asubsidized day care facility and see the children playing not
onreal grassbut on plastic grass? Money has been raised to support
these day care centres and in someone's incredible wisdom the
things which children relate to have been removed; simple things
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like real grass and real dirt. In other words, the paid caregivers do
not want the children to get dirty. | would say that has the potential
of being a traumatic experience for children. | cannot accept it.

| have three children. | have also been the parent who has stayed
at home while my wife worked. | have been the primary caregiver.
My children were preschoolers. | worked at the Toronto Sar. |
would come home very late at night. | made a point every night
before the children were in school to go directly hometo read fairy
talesto them. Actually, | can imitate just about every voicein every
fairy tale. | can do Pinocchio, | can do the good fairy and all of
those voices. Also Long John Silver. The pay off was that my
children were capable of reading by the time they were in grade 3.
They were reading fluently all the books which they had before
them. | submit that was because | was the caregiver who read them
those stories.

| have had occasion to go to schools to read to children after
school was out. They could not go home because their parents were
working. They did not have their own mom and dad to read to
them, so they had to rely on a stranger. In this case the stranger was
amember of Parliament. It is not the same thing. It is not as good.

What the motion directs ustoward is|ooking once more at where
we stand as a country with respect to traditional family values and
the importance of the family. The motion is a direction to Parlia-
ment to set aside the socialist ideologies of the past and to ook to
the future, remembering that there are genuine values in the
traditional family. As we go into the next century these values are
going to be even more accentuated.

We have now entered the computer age. | live in alittle village
far from Toronto, a remote village in southern Ontario. It does not
have a lot of amenities. There is a mother who lives across the
street who has developed a tremendous business as a computer
troubleshooter. She has one room set aside in her home and she is
on the phone with businesses all over the world. She makes agood

wage.

That mother is also the primary caregiver. She has three small
children. She is able to look after those children. She has a career
and a sense of worthiness, a sense of participating in society, and
she also has the opportunity to give her children the natural care
which they deserve. | do not see any reason for the government not
to recogni ze the value which she is contributing to society by being
at home and looking after her children.

® (1410)

The present situation is that when one member of a couple, be
they male or female, elect to stay at home, the government gives
them nothing. The present tax situation is such that the government
encourages both parentsto work and as we have seen, itisonly to
marginal advantage.

Finally, tomorrow | face an audience of about 300 peoplein one
of thelargest hallsin my riding to discuss the Young Offenders Act.
There was aterrible shooting in my riding about two monthsago in
which a young man was seriously wounded by teenagers with a
handgun which fired a hollow nosed bullet. The young man is now
paralyzed. This has raised an enormous concern in my riding with
respect to possible amendments to the Young Offenders Act.

We will discuss the act. But behind our discussion about
changing the Young Offenders Act and increasing the penalties and
the opportunities for rehabilitation for young people is the funda-
mental problem that in the past 20 years we have left the family
unit behind and we havefailed our young people. | think that shows
up in the increased incidents of youth crime.

| support the motion 100 per cent. It is a fine motion and |
congratulate the member for Mississauga South for bringing it
before the House.

[Translation]

Mrs. Maud Debien (Laval East, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | share the
concerns of the hon. member for Mississauga South, which have
prompted his Motion No. 30. This motion proposes an amendment
to the Income Tax Act to provide a caregiver tax credit for those
who provide care in the home for preschool children, the disabled,
the chronically ill or the aged.

You are, no doubt, aware that women generally invest more time
than men in the care and nurturing of children, and this, for many
of them, results in increased difficulty in entering the work force
and in reduced earnings. During their lifetimes as well, they
generaly devote more time than men to the care of dependent
members of their extended families, the sick, the disabled, or the
elderly.

According to Nancy Guberman, in Actes du colloque, the
proceedings of a symposium held in Montreal on May 5, 1995,
women are responsible for 85 per cent of the assistance provided
within families. According to Canadian Social Trends, in 1992
virtually al of the 3.4 million people whose principa activity was
caring for the family home were women.

An examination of these statistics clearly shows that the mea-
sures in Motion No. 30 would, for the most part, affect Canadian
and Quebec women. It is therefore important to compare the
demands being made by those most concerned by this with the
objectives of the mation we are addressing at thistime. But serious
attention must also be given in particular to the means which will
be used to achieve those goals.

The aim of the motion proposed by the member for Mississauga
South isto recognize the child-rearing done by the parent at home.
We entirely agree with the member regarding the need for society
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to recognize the considerable value of unpaid work performed by
women at home, on the farm or elsewhere, whether it be house-
work, the care and nurturing of children or providing care to the

aged.

People who work at home are extremely resentful of the lack of
understanding and social respect from which they still suffer today.
Changes are therefore necessary in order to attach more value to
unpaid work and to the socia role that those people play. Thisis
what Motion No. 30 proposes. This why we support the motion of
the member for Mississauga South, which responds with good
intentions to the legitimate claims of those people.

But, in order to achieve these goals, the government must be
guided by two key principles: the search for equity or social justice
and the search for an efficient alocation of resources.

® (1415)

We support this motion, although we still have some concerns
about its implementation and implications.

It would be unacceptable, for instance, if this motion were to
send women back to their kitchens, that isto say encourage them to
stay home and discourage those who are working outside the home.

It is important to support women's legitimate aspiration to full
participation to society, whatever their place of work.

Women are free to choose to stay home to take care of someone
in their immediate family, but they are also have a fundamental
right to work. We must recognize that being away from a paid job
has long-term consequences, because women who |leave the work-
force not only have to do without the income but, upon returning to
work, they will never earn as much as they would have if they had
not left.

Motion M-30 would help make up for this loss of income. In
most cases, women work outside the home because they are single
mothers, have to supplement their partner’sincome or because they
want to contribute to society the knowledge and skills they have. It
is important to support those who work at home, but it is equally
important to support women who are in an occupational setting or
would like to be.

Our second concern has to do with the adverse effects the
changes proposed in Motion M-30 could have if they are not
implemented with care. Yes, we should help women working in the
home, but it is important to watch out for a tax system that would
introduce further inequality and exclusion. We must categorically
oppose a system that seeks to realize savings by eliminating jobs,
and reducing the demand for daycare places and services. Such a
system would be a disincentive to jobs and training, and would
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limit women to the status of part-time workers or make them
dependent on their spouse or the government.

Today, and there are a number of reasons for this, the care and
raising of children no longer usually require the full-time presence
of the mother in the home for the greater part of her working life.
We tend to have fewer children, and our children leave home for
school at an early age. The phenomena of separation and divorce,
and the increase in single parenthood, have also meant that a
woman’s ability to earn her living has become the best guarantee of
economic security for women and children. But let us never forget
that this ability is strongly dependent on academic training and
work experience and whether women have sufficiently remunera-
tive work.

Motion M-30 isrooted in agood intention, in wishing to provide
atax credit for those looking after relatives at home. It is away of
promoting the equality and autonomy of these women. But let us
take care that measures such as those proposed in M-30 do not lose
sight of the fact that women are people in their own right and not
dependents of a spouse, or people whose identity is lost in that of
the family.

My third reservation concerns the beneficiaries of the assistance
proposed in Motion M-30. Such measures must, of necessity, be
directed towards individuals working in the home. In the demo-
graphic and economic context we are now facing, the tax system
and transfer payments must support the movement of women
towards economic autonomy, by encouraging them to take training,
to acquire relevant work experience and to develop their knowl-
edge and know-how on a life long basis. We must be wary of
fixating on measures that force individuals to maintain family
solidarity, and remember the importance of basing the tax system
on individuals first and foremost. The work of a person providing
care in the homefor children, the chronically ill, the disabled or the
aged must be recognized independently of family income.

® (1420)

Any measures likely to slow down women'’s participation in the
labour market and to increase their economic dependency on their
spouse or on the government risk having a high social cost over the
long term.

Motion No. 30, | repeat, should not be used as an excuse for
confining women to home nor as a justification for removing
government commitment, which could reduce the benefits already
enjoyed by certain categories of people such as seniors or handi-
capped people.

It should not be used either to make savings on the backs of
workers who could lose their jobs because of a decrease in the
demand for services. This is no way to create jobs.
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Finally, the Bloc Quebecois reiterates its comments on how
important it is for Quebec to give itself a comprehensive family
policy, something it cannot do right now within the federal system.
Indeed, the existence of two levels of government in many areas
affecting women'’s life is cause for overlapping and duplication
of programs and structures and, as a result, a waste of taxpayer
money.

As for me, | think the interest of Quebec women would be best
served if there were only one decision maker and only one provider
of funds. For Quebec, it would mean that it would be possible to
give itself a consistent and comprehensive policy dealing with the
status of woman and the family.

We are convinced that only sovereignty for Quebec will allow us
to reach these goals.

[English]

Mr. lan Murray (Lanark—Carleton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
very pleased to speak today in favour of Motion No. 30 brought
forward by my colleague from Mississauga South.

At the outset | would like to say that | have not looked at al of
the financial implications of this motion and, from that perspective,
we must bear in mind that this is a motion and not a bill. What we
arereally trying to do is encourage the government to look for ways
to fulfil the objectives the member for Mississauga has in mind. |
am very pleased to see that there is so much support on both sides
of the House for this motion.

| think it is fair to say that there is a growing sense among
Canadians that governments at all levels place less value today on
the role parents play in raising children. One may argue that it isa
personal decision to have children and that society already plays a
large role in the development of those children. We can look at
health care and education as two examples of general tax revenues
being used for the indiscriminate benefit of all of us.

The fact that al taxpayers contribute to the education system
demonstrates that society has historically recognized that well
educated children and, as a consequence, a well educated work-
force and citizenry are good for the well-being of the whole
community.

The decision to have children means years of financial sacrifice
for parents. There is a further loss of income if one parent stays
home to look after the children. | have long believed that income
splitting would be the preferred way for governments to recognize
the costs involved when a parent stays home to care for a child or
children. My colleague from Mississauga South has already
introduced a bill which proposes that to the government and | still
believe this approach should be looked at by the government when
it is looking for ways to help families.

In the past 50 years we have seen a dramatic change in the
Canadian family. In 1968 only 30 per cent of families had two
incomes. In a 1994 study by Statistics Canada 60.4 per cent of all
families were dual earners. Now more often than not both parents
work outside the home. One of the reasons for this change often is
that both parents have vital careers and want to continue their
professional lives.

However, as a recent Angus Reid survey showed, over 70 per
cent of parents where both were working and had preschool
children said that if they could they would choose to have one
parent stay at home to provide for their children. However, this
choice is not available to all families. The redlities of today’s
economy force many parents to both work just to make ends meet.

Being a dual earner family causes other problems, in particular
the extra expense of child care. This additional child care expense
is substantial. For example, when a second spouse is working and
earning $25,000 with two children in child care the net pay is less
than $100 per week. In many cases it does not justify the family
hardships and sacrifices made when both spouses are working.

® (1425)

| would like to read a letter from one of my constituents whom |
have spoken with at some length. He has written to me recently
again, Mr. Don Bell from Kanata, Ontario. | will quote one
paragraph from his letter:

Existing income tax laws provide day care rebates to the lower income earner ina
family, rebates which increase as salary increases. This encourages the second wage
earner to work full time, even overtime, to maximize benefits. A custodial parent
with children finds it easy to obtain welfare benefits after divorce, making marriage
break-up financially attractive. What incentives are there for parents to stay home
and care for their own children, or to stay married and assume responsibility for each
other’s care? Sadly, there are none. Dependent child deductions have disappeared
from the income tax form. The spousa deduction has been so eroded by inflation
that even a small part time income wipes it out, again leading both parents to work
and burn themselves out full time.

As the tax system stands now, there are no significant benefits
for stay at home parents. Motion No. 30 would help remedy this
oversight. By providing a caregiver tax credit, the federal govern-
ment would be making it possible for many parents to decide
whether to work or stay at home.

I would actually go beyond what is in the motion. | would not
limit this to preschool children. It isimportant that we have parents
available throughout a child's development through school and try
to avoid problems of latch key kids coming home from school
when there is nobody home.

| am not sure why thiswas limited to preschool children. Perhaps
this is looked on as the art of the possible, but if government is
looking at using the tax system to help families raising children, it
realy hasto look at supporting families right through to the end of
high school for children.



September 27, 1996

COMMONS DEBATES

4827

One could also argue there would be immediate economic
benefitsif the government isto adopt Motion No. 30, assuming that
it encourages people to stay at home. Those parents who choose to
stay at home to raise their children will immediately free many
jobs. Thiswould lead to alowering of the unemployment rate and,
in addition, will open more quality child care spaces. This will
ensure that the children of dua earner families have professional
care givers looking after them. Those child care workers are
individuals who have the education and training to make a child’'s
preschool years a rewarding experience.

More important, this motion will have a substantial positive
effect on the next generation. As we al know, children are the
future of our country and we, as today’s parents, have an important
influence on the shaping of their character and beliefs.

Study after study showsthat the early years of life are instrumen-
tal in the development of a child’s lifetime character. One of the
latest of such studies, published in April 1996 by Dr. Steinhauser of
the Caledon institute of Social Palicy, concluded with the statement
that society needs to develop a system: ‘‘designed to help al
families better meet the critica developmental needs of their
children whileincreasing their sense of mastery and control of their
own and their children’s lives. Then and only then can we be
confident that the next generation of children will have the good
early childhood experiences that will enable them to achieve, for
themselves and for society, their potential for personal success and
for both human and economic productivity”.

This motion does not deal only with the raising of children. It
also recognizes the needs of people caring for the disabled, the
chronicaly ill and the aged.

We are each aware of people whose lives are affected totally by
the demands placed on them by caring for loved oneswho areill or
disabled.

In particular | think of an elderly woman who spoke at one of my
town hall meetings on health care whose husband has Alzheimer’s
disease. Essentially this woman, who is not all that well herself,
finds herself up al hours of the day and night tending to her
husband’s needs. She loves her husband and wants to keep him at
home as long as she can but she is burning herself out. She feels
there is absolutely no recognition of the fact that she is providing
this care.

Private Members' Business

There are many others out there as well. | am involved with the
Alzheimer’'s Society. Thisis a growing problem. We will continue
to see this grow in the future.

If there is any possibility of keeping someone out of a public
institution, we should look for ways to support those who are
willing to make al those sacrifices involved in looking after
somebody 24 hours a day in the home.

This is important for parents to know that society recognizes
their contribution. Those who provide careto theill, the disabled or
aged also have this need.

The financial aspect is extremely important but also the fact that
society recognizes what people are going through. These are stories
we rarely hear about because they are behind closed doors in
people's homes. There are tremendous struggles going on out there.
We need to in some way |et people know we appreciate what they
are doing. The demands on our chronic care system are only going
to continue to grow over time.

| wish to again congratulate my colleague from Mississauga
South on this motion. He is being consistent and persistent when it
comes to raising these problems with us. | hope with the goodwill
of the House we will have this motion passed when it comes time.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. Kilger): | will call for resumption of
debate. Seeing that there is a member ready to speak and also in
consideration of the time on the clock, | will not put the question
because the member for Lisgar—Marquette wishes to speak.

When this business comes back to the House it will be the
Reform Party which will have the next opportunity to speak to this
motion. With the agreement of the House | will call it 2.30 p.m.

Some hon. members. Agreed.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): The time provided for the
consideration of Private Members' Business has now expired and
the order is dropped to the bottom of the order of precedence on the
Order Paper.

It being 2.30 p.m., this House stands adjourned until Monday
next at 11 am., pursuant to Standing Order 24.

(The House adjourned at 2.30 p.m.)
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ResourcesDevelopment ... Kenora— Rainy River .... Ontario .............. Lib.
NUNEzZ, Osvaldo . ... Bourassa ................ Quebec .............. BQ



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
NUNZIata, JONN . ... York South—Weston .... Ontario .............. Lib.
O'Brien,LawrenceD. . ... Labrador ................ Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
O Brien,Pat ... London — Middlesex. . ... Ontario .............. Lib.
OReilly,John . ... Victoria— Hdliburton .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ....... WinnipegNorth .......... Manitoba............. Lib.
Paradis, DeniS. . ...t Brome— Missisquoi ..... Quebec .............. Lib.
Paré, Philippe ... ..o LouisHébert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ........... ... ... ... L. Welland — St. Catharines —

Thorold ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Parrish,Carolyn ... MississaugaWest . .. ...... Oontario .............. Lib.
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairs

and NorthernDevelopment ......... .. ..., Pierrefonds—Dollard .... Quebec .............. Lib.
Payne, Jean . ... St. John'sWest........... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
Penson,Charlie ... PeaceRiver .............. Alberta............... Ref.
Peric, Janko . ... Cambridge .............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial

INSLtULIONS) . ... oo ScarboroughEast . . .. .. ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Peterson, Jim . ... Willowdale.............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Cooperation and

Minister responsiblefor Francophonie . ........................ Papineau — Saint—-Michel . Quebec .............. Lib.
Phinney,Beth .. ... ... HamiltonMountain ... .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... i Drummond .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand

Agri—Food ... Essex —Kent............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFalls............. Oontario .............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS . ... Richdlieu................ Quebec .............. BQ
Pomerleau, ROgEr . ... ..o Anjou — Riviére—des—

Prairies.................. Quebec .............. BQ
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Hillsborough ............ Prince Edward Island Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Reed, Julian ....... ... Halton—Ped ........... Ontario .............. Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... . HalifaxWest ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Perth— Wellington —

Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs ...................... Waterloo ................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Rideout, GEOrgesS. ... ..o Moncton ................ New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops ............... British Columbia . ..... NDP
Ringma, Bob ....... ... Nanaimo— Cowichan .... BritishColumbia...... Ref.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of

Committeesof theWhole . .............. ... ... it Madawaska— Victoria ... NewBrunswick ....... Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and

Agri—Food, FisheriesandOceans) ..................c.coovoun.. Beausgour .............. New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration...  Saint-Henri — Westmount Quebec .............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . Burnaby — Kingsway .... BritishColumbia ...... NDP
Rocheleal, YVES .. ..o Trois-Riviéres ........... Quebec .............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada  EtobicokeCentre ... ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
St.Denis, Brent . ... Algoma ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
SttLaurent,Bernard ........... Manicouagan ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Terrebonne .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... e OkanaganCentre ......... British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SCOtt, ANAY . ..o Fredericton— York —

Sunbury ... New Brunswick ....... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ...l British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming — French

River ................... Ontario .............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Shepherd, Alex . ... Durham ................. Ontario .............. Lib
Sheridan,Georgette .. . ... Saskatoon— Humboldt ... Saskatchewan......... Lib
Silye, JIM CalgaryCentre ........... Alberta............... Ref
SIMmMons, HON. ROGEr .. ... Burin— St. George's .. . .. Newfoundland . ....... Lib
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ot CentralNova ............ NovaScotia .......... Lib
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat ............ Alberta. .............. Ref.
SolomMOoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden ...... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Speaker, Ray ... Lethbridge .............. Alberta............... Ref
Speller,Bob . ... Haldimand— Norfolk .... Ontario .............. Lib
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce .......... Ontario .............. Lib
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)  Northumberland. .. ....... Oontario .............. Lib
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue .................. Brant ................... Ontario .............. Lib
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap .... BritishColumbia ...... Ref
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValleyEast ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . . ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Taylor, Len . ... TheBattlefords — Meadow
Lake.................... Saskatchewan......... NDP

Telegdi, ANdrew . ... Waterloo ................ Ontario .............. Lib
TETaNa, ANNA. . . oottt VancouverEast .......... British Columbia . ..... Lib
Thalheimer, Peter .. ... Timmins— Chapleau . . . . . Ontario .............. Lib
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ............... Alberta............... Ref
Torsney, Paddy ....... ... Burlington............... Oontario .............. Lib
Tremblay,Benoit . ............ i Rosemont ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,Stéphan .............. Lac—Saint-Jean .......... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ...........c i Rimouski — Témiscouata . Quebec .............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o e Lambton — Middlesex.... Ontario .............. Lib
Valeri, TONY ... Lincoln ................. Ontario .............. Lib
Vanclief,Lyle. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings  Ontario .............. Lib
Venng Piermrette ... ... Saint—Hubert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Verran, Harry ... SouthWest Nova. ........ NovaScotia .......... Lib
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ........ Eglinton — Lawrence. . . .. Oontario .............. Lib
Walker,David ..........c i Winnipeg NorthCentre ... Manitoba............. Lib
Wappel, TOM .. ScarboroughWest ... ... .. Oontario .............. Lib
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ............... New Brunswick . ...... PC
WEIS, DErEK . ..o SouthShore ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib
Whelan, SUSan . ... Essex — Windsor ........ Ontario .............. Lib.
White,Randy . ... ... FraserValleyWest ....... British Columbia .. . ... Ref
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver . ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert................ Alberta. .............. Ref
Wood, Bob . ... Nipissing................ Oontario .............. Lib
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of Human Resources Development ..  Acadie— Bathurst ... . ... New Brunswick ....... Lib
Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Governmentin the

Houseof COMMONS. . ... Fundy —Royal .......... New Brunswick . ...... Lib

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; BQ-Bloc Québécois; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; NDP-New Democratic

Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the

Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNe . . ... o CalgaryNorth........................ Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Vegreville ... Ref.
Bethel, Judy . ... EdmontonEast....................... Lib.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
BrOWN, JaN ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ind.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ...l Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... BeaverRiver ......................... Ref.
Hanger, At .. CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hanrahan, Hugh . . .. ..o Edmonton—Strathcona................ Ref.
Harper, Stephen . ... CalgaryWest .............coooiiiitt. Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. ..................oon... Ref.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole......... Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
Loney, JoNN ... . EdmontonNorth ..................... Lib.
Manning, Preston . . .. ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan .. ... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources . . ...........coooviiiiinnn. .. Edmonton Northwest ................. Lib.
Mills, BOD . .o o RedDeer ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
Sy, JIM CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
SPEAKES, RAY ..o Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert......... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (32)
ADDOtt, JIM .o KootenayEast ....................... Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Ministerof Transport. . ... ..., Victoria . ... Lib.
Bridgman,Margaret . ............ .o SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ........................... Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN . .o e e e e e e Deta ...........coo i Ref.
Dhaliwal,HarbanceSingh ........ .. ... Vancouver South ..................... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Northlsland—Powel| River ........... Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... NewWestminster—Burnaby........... Ref.
Frazer,JaCk . . ... Saanich—Gulfldands ................ Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Comox—Alberni..................... Ref.
GOUK, JIM .o Kootenay West—Revelstoke. .......... Ref.
Grubel, Herb . . . Capilano—Howe Sound .............. Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George—Bulkley Valley ........ Ref.
Hart, JIm ..o Okanagan— Similkameen—Merritt. . . .. Ref.
Hayes, Sharon . ... Port Moody—Coquitlam.............. Ref.

Hill day ..o Prince George—PeaceRiver........... Ref.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Jennings, Daphine. . ... .. Mission—Coquitlam.................. Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt—JuandeFuca.............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo—Chilcotin................... Ref.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans. ... .. . .. VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... Surrey—White Rock—South Langley ..  Ref.
RIS, NEISON . Kamloops ..........ccooiiiiiiiit, NDP
RINgMa, BOD .. ... Nanaimo—Cowichan................. Ref.
RoODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... .. Burnaby—Kingsway ................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e OkanaganCentre ..................... Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SHNSON, Darrel .. ..o Okanagan—Shuswap . ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValleyEast .................... Ref.
TETANA, ANNA. . . oottt e e e e e e e VancouverEast ...................... Lib.
White, Randy . . ... .. FraserValleyWest ................... Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

AlCOCK, REO . . WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill .. ... WinnipegTranscona . ................. NDP
Cowling, Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources. .. ... ... Dauphin—SwanRiver................ Lib.
Duhamel, Ronald J. . ... St.Boniface ... Lib.
Fewchuk, RON . ... Selkirk—RedRiver................... Lib.
Gerrard, Hon. Jon, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Devel opment)(Western

EconomicDiversification) ........ ... Portage—Interlake . .................. Lib.
Harper, Elijah . ... Churchill ............................ Lib.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

STV IO . ettt WinnipegSt.James ................... Lib.
Hoeppner, JaKeE. .. ... o Lisgar—Marquette . .................. Ref.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
McKIinnoN, GIEN . . ... Brandon—Souris..................... Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ..................... WinnipegNorth ...................... Lib.
Walker,David .. ... WinnipegNorthCentre ............... Lib.

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
Arseneault, Guy H., Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

CanadianHeritage .. ... Restigouche—Chaleur ................ Lib.
Culbert, Harold . ... Carleton—Charlotte . ................. Lib.
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
RideoUt, GEOrgE S. . ... Moncton ............. Lib.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ~ Madawaska—Victoria................ Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food, Fisheries

ANAOCEANS) .ottt et Beausdour ...t Lib.
SO, ANY . ..o Fredericton—York—Sunbury ......... Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of Human Resources Development ................ Acadie—Bathurst .................... Lib.

Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMONS . . ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e Fundy—Royal....................... Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
BaKer, GEOIgE S, .. it Gander—GrandFalls ................. Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . e Humber—St. Barbe—BaieVerte. ... . .. Lib.
Hickey, Bonnie .. ... ... St.John'sEast ....................... Lib.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans ................ ...t Bonavista— Trinity—Conception ... . . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. . ... Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
PayNe, JEan . .. ... St.John'sWest....................... Lib.
SIMMONS, HON. ROGEN ... Burin—St.George's. .. ..ot Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Anawak, Jack lyerak ... ... Nunatsiag ........covvvviiiiiian Lib.
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Trainingand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brushett, DIianne . .. ...t Cumberland—Colchester.............. Lib.
ClanCy, Mary ... Halifax. ...t Lib.
Dingwall, Hon. David, Ministerof Health . .. ......... ... . .o CapeBreton—EastRichmond . ........ Lib.
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... CapeBreton Highlands—Canso. . ... .. .. Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade .. ... . .. Dartmouth........................... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell .......... CapeBreton—The Sydneys ........... Lib.
MuUrphy, JoNN . .. AnnapolisValey—Hants ............. Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... .. HalifaxWest ................... .. ... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ottt e e e CentralNova ........................ Lib.
Vearran, Halmy ... SouthWestNova..................... Lib.
WEIS, DEMEK . . oo SouthShore ..................ivt. Lib.
ONTARIO (99)
AdamS, P . Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . oo oot DonValeyNorth .................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke—Lakeshore................ Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .............. LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . ... ... Brampton ............. ...l Lib.
Bélair,REgiNald . ... Cochrane—Superior.................. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril . ... ... Ottawa—\Vanier. ..............c.coo.... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . .. .o Carleton—Gloucester................. Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Bhaduria, Jag .. ... .o Markham—Whitchurch—Stouffville... Ind. Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Boudria, DON . ... Glengarry—Prescott—Russdll . ...... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville—Milton .................... Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Hamilton—Wentworth. ............... Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ..., Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . . . Wellington—Grey—Dufferin—Simcoe  Lib.
Campbell, Barry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ................... StPaul’s.........oo Lib.
CanniS, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest ............cccovviiinnn. Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ........... . Guelph—Wellington ................. Lib.
Cohen, SNaUGNNESSY . . ...t Windsor—St.Clair ................... Lib.

Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of National Defence and Minister of Veterans
AffaIrS DonValeyEast...................... Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e e Thunder Bay—Nipigon............... Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage ... ... HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Crawford, REX . ..ot Kent ... Lib.
CUlEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. SimcoeNorth ...t Lib.
Dromisky, Stan ... ... Thunder Bay—Atikokan.............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister for International Trade ........................ YorkCentre ............oooviinn... Lib.
English, Jonn . ... Kitchener............. ... ... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford ... Lib.
FliS, JBSSE . oo Parkdale—HighPark ................. Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonEast ......................... Lib.
Gaffney, Beryl ... Nepean ..., Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr ... Sarnia—Lambton .............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation. . . .. DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Rosedale ...................... .. ... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Solicitor

Generalof Canada .. ... WindsorWest . .....................L. Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . o Oshawa ... Lib
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
Harper, B . ..o SimcoeCentre ...................unn. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard .. ... Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke. ... .. .. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina. .................... Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ............. SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... ... ... Bruce—Grey ... Lib.
Jordan, JIM ... Leeds—Grenville .................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough—Agincourt. . ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Transport ..................... HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
Kilger, Bob, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ....................... Stormont—Dundas. .................. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot e e e e e Elgin—Norfolk ...................... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ......... York—Simcoe. ................o..... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
LB, DErEK .. Scarborough—RougeRiver ........... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . ... ... Bramalea—Gore—Malton ............ Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie ... Lib.

Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister

responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec ........... OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of theEnvironment ............................... YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government Services........... Sudbury ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. Hastings— Frontenac—L ennox and
Addington ...l Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan .. ... ONntario ......coovviiiiiiiin Lib.
MIlIKEN, Pater ... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ...t e Broadviev—Greenwood . ............. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ... Beaches—Woodbine ................. Lib.
Mitchell, ANy . ... Parry Sound—Muskoka. .............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton.................... Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Kenora—RainyRiver................. Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e York South—Weston................. Lib.

O BIHEN, Pat . ... London—Middlesex. ................. Lib.
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O Reilly, JoNN . Victoria—Hadliburton ................. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ......... ... i Welland— St. Catharines—Thorold. . . . . Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . .. ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ...................ol Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial Ingtitutions) ........ ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
PEtErsON, JIM oo Willowdale.......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth . . ... .o HamiltonMountain................... Lib.
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .... Essex—Kent ........................ Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton—Pedl ........................ Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence and

Minister of VeteransAffairs. . ... Perth—Wellington—Waterloo. . ... .. .. Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada .. ............ EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
St DENIS, Brent . ... Algoma ... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming—FrenchRiver........... Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, BOb ... Haldimand—Norfolk ................. Lib.
Steckle, Paul . ... ... Huron—Bruce....................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .............. Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue . ..., Brant ............. Lib.
Szabho, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArewW . ... Waterloo ... Lib.
Thalheimer, PEter . . ... Timmins—Chapleau. . ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy . ... Burlington........................... Lib.
U ROSE-MaAIE . .. Lambton—Middlesex................. Lib.
VA, TONY . Lincoln ... Lib.
Vanclief, Lyle. ... PrinceEdward—Hastings . ............ Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health ...................... Eglinton—Lawrence.................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM ScarboroughWest .................... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... Essex—Windsor ..................... Lib.
WOoOod, BOD . .. NipisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... e Malpeque ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic Canada

OpPOIUNILIESAGENCY) - . .o ettt et ettt Cadigan ..........cccovviiiiinn, Lib.
MCGUITE, JOB . .ottt e e e e e Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ..................... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.

QUEBEC (75)

Allmand, HON.WaImeN .. ... Notre-Dame-de-Gréce ............... Lib.
ASSA, MarK . .o Gatineau—LalLiévre ................. Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccoiioo... BQ
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Sant-Denis ........... ... Lib.
Balidle Richard . ... LaPrairie..................o .. BQ
Bellehumeur,Michel . ........ . Berthier—Montcalm. ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres ... BQ
Bernier,Gilles ... ... Beauce.............o i Ind.
Bernier,MalriCe . ....... ... M égantic— Compton— Stanstead. . . . . .. BQ
BarNier, YVaN . .o Gaspe. ... BQ



Political
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Bertrand, Robert . ... Pontiac—Gatineau—Labelle ... ....... Lib.
BriEN, Pl e . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia—Matane . ................. BQ
Caron, ANAIe . ... .. JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development —

QUEDEC) . .o Outremont........................... Lib.
Charest, HON. JEAN J. . . ... e Sherbrooke ............ ... PC
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ................n. Lib.
Chrétien, JEam—GUY . .. ...ttt e e FrontenaC ........................... BQ
Cré&te, Paul . ... Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup ... .... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ........... ... i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
Daviault, MiChel . ....... . Ahuntsic ................. ... BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . .. Portneuf............................. BQ
Deshaies,Bernard . ... ........uniiiit Abitibi ....... .. BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent—Cartierville............ Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............ Vaudreuil ............ ... ... . ..., Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ot e e e e L&ViS ... BQ
Duceppe, GIllES . ... Laurier—Sainte-Marie................ BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o e e e e e e Argenteuil—Papineau ................ BQ
Dupuy, Hon. Michel . ... LavalWest ...t Lib.
Fillion, Gilbert ... ... Chicoutimi .......................v.. BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila . ... MountRoyal ................... ... .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Labour and Deputy L eader of the Government in

theHouse of COmMMONS . ... ... . e Saint—-Léonard ....................... Lib.
Gagnon, ChIiStiang . ... ..ot e QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gagnon, PatriCk . ... Bonaventure—Iles-dela-Madeleine ...  Lib.
Gauthier, Michel, Leader of theOpposition ................ ..o ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ..............c.coooiiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..ottt e e e e Laurentides....................... .. BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... ... Beauport—Montmorency—Orléans.... BQ
Jacob, JEAN—MarC . . ..o Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Landry, JEan . ..o Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Langlois, FranGoiS . . . ...ttt e e Bellechasse...................oot BQ
Laurin ReNE . . ..o Joliette. ... BQ
Lavigne Laurent .. ... ... i e Beauharnois—Salaberry. .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun—Saint—+Paul . ................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
Leblanc, NIC . ... Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
LefEbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... BQ
LEroUX, GaSION .. ...ttt et e e e e e e Richmond—Wolfe................... BQ
Leroux, JEan H. ... ... Shefford .............. BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lachine—Lac-Saint-Louis............ Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot .. ............ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. Québec—Est...............coiiiiil. BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ............. ... ... LaSadle—Emard ..................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INfrastructure . .. ... o Hull—Aylmer ....................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga—Maisonneuve. ............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Blainville—Deux—Montagnes. . ........ BQ

NUNEZ, OSValdo .. ... Bourassa ............ciiiii BQ



16

Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Paradis, DENiS. . ... Brome—MissisqQuoi .................. Lib.
Parg, Philippe . ..o LouisHeébert ........................ BQ
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpmMENnt ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard . ................ Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Cooperation and Minister

responsiblefor Francophonie. ............. .. Papineau— Saint—Michel .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Richelieu............................ BQ
Pomerleau, ROQEr .. ... ... Anjou—Riviere-des—Prairies.......... BQ
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Saint—Henri—Westmount ............. Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
St—Laurent, Bernard . ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Terrebonne ... BQ
Tremblay, Benoit . ... ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZanNe . .. ... ..o Rimouski—Témiscouata. ............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Hubert ........................ BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

ARNOUSE, VIC .o Mackenzie.............. ... .. ..., NDP
Axworthy, Chris ... Saskatoon—Clark’sCrossing . ......... NDP
Bodnar, Morris, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry, Minister for the

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Minister of Western Economic

DIVErSIICAION . . Saskatoon—Dundurn................. Lib.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville................... Ref.
COolliNS, BEIMNIE . ..ottt e e Souris—MooseMountain ............. Lib.
dedong, SIMON . ... Regina—Qu'Appelle ................. NDP
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Agricultureand Agri-Food . .................. Regina—Wascana. . .................. Lib.
Hermanson, EIWin . . ... Kinderdey—Lloydminster ............ Ref.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... MooseJaw—LakeCentre ............. Ref.
Kirkby, Gordon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada . ... ... i Prince Albert—Churchill River......... Lib.
MOITISON, LBE . . .o Swift Current—Maple Creek —

Assiniboia. ... Ref.
Sheridan, GEOrgette . . . ... .. Saskatoon—Humboldt................ Lib.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina—Lumsden ................... NDP
Tay O, LN . TheBattlefords—Meadow Lake. ... . ... NDP
YUKON (1)

McLaughlin, Hon. AUdrey . .. ... Yukon ... NDP
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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Raymond Bonin Vice-Chairmen: Claude Bachand
John Finlay
Jack lyerak Anawak Maurice Dumas Elijah Harper John Murphy (11
Margaret Bridgman John Duncan Charles Hubbard Bernard Patry
Associate Members
Garry Breitkreuz Marlene Cowling Dick Harris Len Taylor
John Bryden Maurice Godin Audrey McLaughlin
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chairman: LyleVanclief Vice-Chairmen: Jean—Guy Chrétien
Glen McKinnon
Cliff Breitkreuz Wayne Easter Jake E. Hoeppner Jerry Pickard (15)
Murray Calder Patrick Gagnon Jean Landry Julian Reed
Bernie Collins Elwin Hermanson Réjean Lefebvre Rose-Marie Ur
Associate Members
Peter Adams Harold Culbert Laurent Lavigne John Solomon
Vic Althouse John Cummins John Maloney Paul Steckle
Leon E. Benoit Allan Kerpan Denis Paradis Len Taylor
Morris Bodnar
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chairman: Clifford Lincoln Vice—Chairs: Gaston L eroux
Beth Phinney
Jim Abbott Mauril Bélanger Hugh Hanrahan Pat O'Brien (11
Guy H. Arseneault Pierre de Savoye Raymond Lavigne Janko Perié
Associate Members
John Bryden Antoine Dubé Christiane Gagnon Louis Plamondon
Simon de Jong John English Rey D. Pagtakhan Monte Solberg
Stan Dromisky
CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION
Chair: Eleni Bakopanos Vice-Chairmen: Stan Dromisky
Osvaldo Nunez
Mauril Bélanger Maud Debien Dan McTeague MariaMinna (11
Judy Bethel Hugh Hanrahan Val Meredith Tom Wappel
Associate Members
Colleen Beaumier Beryl Gaffney Sharon Hayes John Loney
Simon de Jong Christiane Gagnon Gar Knutson Rey D. Pagtakhan

Paul Forseth

17



18

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Charles Caccia Vice-Chairs: Monique Guay
Peter Adams Gérard Asselin Daphne Jennings Karen Kraft Sloan (11
Jack lyerak Anawak Paul Forseth Gar Knutson Paul Steckle

Associate Members
Margaret Bridgman Maurice Godin Pat O'Brien Geoff Regan
Rex Crawford Clifford Lincoln John O’ Rellly Darrel Stinson
John Cummins Bob Mills Julian Reed Len Taylor
John Finlay
SUB-COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL
AWARENESS FOR SUSTAINABILITY

Chair: Karen Kraft Sloan
John Finlay Monique Guay Jean Payne Len Taylor (6)
Paul Forseth

FINANCE
Chairman:  Jim Peterson Vice—Chairs:
Susan Whelan
Richard Bélisde Barry Campbell Ron Fewchuk Roger Pomerleau (15)
Leon E. Benoit Brenda Chamberlain Herb Grubel Monte Solberg
Dianne Brushett Ronald J. Duhamel Gary Pillitteri Brent St. Denis
Associate Members
Reg Alcock Jim Gouk René Laurin Y ves Rocheleau
Eleni Bakopanos Bill Graham Peter Milliken Benoit Sauvageau
Judy Bethel Stephen Harper Bob Mills Werner Schmidt
Paul Créte Jake E. Hoeppner Andy Mitchell Jim Silye
Nick Discepola Dale Johnston Rey D. Pagtakhan Paddy Torsney
Joe Fontana Karen Kraft Sloan Nelson Riis John Williams
SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Chairman: Brent St. Denis

Richard Bélide Herb Grubel ?3)
SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE REVIEW OF THE SPECIAL
IMPORT MEASURES ACT (SIMA)
Chairman: Ronald J. Duhamel

Herb Grubel

Yvan Loubier

Brent St. Denis

Susan Whelan
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chairman: Joe McGuire Vice—Chairmen: Yvan Bernier
Derek Wells
René Canuel John Cummins Ted McWhinney Mike Scott (11
Harold Culbert Stan Dromisky Lawrence D. O'Brien Harry Verran
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Ron Fewchuk Y ves Rocheleau Paul Steckle
Vic Althouse Fred Mifflin Roger Simmons Elsie Wayne
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chairman:  Bill Graham Vice-Chairmen: Stéphane Bergeron
John English
Sarkis Assadourian Beryl Gaffney Bob Mills Charlie Penson (15)
Michel Dupuy Francis G. LeBlanc Lee Morrison Benoit Sauvageau
Jesse Flis John Loney Philippe Paré Bob Speller
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Jack Frazer Gurbax Singh Malhi Rey D. Pagtakhan
Réginald Bélair John Godfrey Keith Martin Janko Peri¢
Leon E. Benoit Herb Grubel Ted McWhinney Svend J. Robinson
Bill Blaikie Jean H. Leroux Val Meredith Paddy Torsney
Maud Debien
SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Chairman:  Bill Graham
David Iftody Bob Mills Philippe Paré Paddy Torsney 5)
SUB-COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABLE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Chairman:  John English
Maud Debien Beryl Gaffney John Godfrey Keith Martin 5)
SUB-COMMITTEE ON TRADE DISPUTES
Chairman:  Michel Dupuy
Sarkis Assadourian Ron MacDonald Charlie Penson Benoit Sauvageau 5)
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
Chairman: Tony Valeri Vice-Chairmen: Eugéene Bellemare
Gilbert Fillion
Colleen Beaumier Paul Créte Stephen Harper Ovid L. Jackson (11
John Bryden Bill Gilmour John Harvard lan Murray
Associate Members
Ghidain Lebel Janko Peri¢ John Solomon Ted White
lan McClelland George Proud Randy White John Williams

Carolyn Parrish
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HEALTH
Chairman: Roger Simmons Vice-Chairs: Harbance Singh Dhaliwal
PaulinePicard
Antoine Dubé Grant Hill John Murphy Paul Szabo (11
Bonnie Hickey Keith Martin Andy Scott Joseph Volpe
Associate Members
Margaret Bridgman Réjean Lefebvre Pat O'Brien Roseanne Skoke
Pierre de Savoye Audrey McLaughlin Svend J. Robinson Rose-Marie Ur
Maurice Dumas Réal Ménard
SUB-COMMITTEE ON HIV/AIDS
Chairman:
Réal Ménard Svend J. Robinson Rose-Marie Ur Joseph Volpe (6)
Pat O’'Brien Paul Szabo
HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
Chairman: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice-Chairs: Jean Augustine
FrancineLalonde
Gerry Byrne Dale Johnston Larry McCormick Jim Silye (15)
Christiane Gagnon Gurbax Singh Malhi Robert D. Nault AnnaTerrana
Patrick Gagnon lan McClelland George Proud Stéphan Tremblay
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Jan Brown Paul DeVillers Keith Martin
Warren Allmand John Cannis Antoine Dubé Réal Ménard
Chris Axworthy Marlene Cowling Jim Gouk Svend J. Robinson
Leon E. Benoit Paul Créte Herb Grubel Andy Scott
HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE STATUS OF
PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES
Chairm: SheilaFinestone Vice—Chairmen: Maurice Bernier
Andy Scott
Warren Allmand Jean Augustine Deborah Grey Russell MacLellan (11
Sarkis Assadourian John Godfrey Sharon Hayes Réal Ménard
Associate Members
Chris Axworthy Maud Debien Philippe Paré Roseanne Skoke
Mauril Bélanger Audrey McLaughlin Svend J. Robinson Myron Thompson

Raobert Bertrand
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INDUSTRY
Chairman: David Walker Vice—Chairmen: Walt L astewka
Nic Leblanc
Mark Assad Maurice Godin Philip Mayfield Geoff Regan (15)
Morris Bodnar Jay Hill Réal Ménard Werner Schmidt
Bonnie Brown Tony lanno Peter Milliken Alex Shepherd
Associate Members
Peter Adams Nick Discepola Andy Mitchell John Solomon
Leon E. Benoit Joe Fontana Rey D. Pagtakhan Darrel Stinson
Pierre de Savoye Karen Kraft Sloan Y ves Rocheleau Paul Szabo
Bernard Deshaies Ghidlain Lebel Roseanne Skoke Len Taylor
JUSTICE AND LEGAL AFFAIRS
Chair: Shaughnessy Cohen Vice-Chairs: Michel Bellehumeur
Paddy Torsney
Pierre de Savoye Roger Gallaway Francois Langlois George S. Rideout (15)
Paul DeVillers Art Hanger John Maloney Andrew Telegdi
Nick Discepola Gordon Kirkby Jack Ramsay Randy White
Associate Members
Chris Axworthy Christiane Gagnon Derek Lee Geoff Regan
Garry Breitkreuz Patrick Gagnon John Loney Svend J. Robinson
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Paul Forseth Stephen Harper Val Meredith Myron Thompson
Jack Frazer Jay Hill Bob Mills
SUB-COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SECURITY
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Nick Discepola Gar Knutson Francois Langlois Val Meredith (6)
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Mary Clancy
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Sheila Finestone Bill Graham Michel Guimond Andy Mitchell )

Jack Frazer
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Chair: Mary Clancy Vice-Chairmen: Robert Bertrand
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John Cannis Jack Frazer Jean H. Leroux John Richardson (11
Bernie Collins Jim Hart John O’ Rellly Bob Wood
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Associate Members
Mauril Bélanger Ron Fewchuk Dick Harris Suzanne Tremblay
Robert Bertrand Deborah Grey Jim Hart Elsie Wayne
Dianne Brushett Michel Guimond Jim Jordan Ted White
John Cummins Hugh Hanrahan John Solomon John Williams
Ken Epp Stephen Harper Darrel Stinson
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René Laurin Rey D. Pagtakhan John Solomon John Williams (6)
John Loney
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Chair: Carolyn Parrish
Jack Frazer Francois Langlois John Loney 4




PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Chairman:  Michel Guimond Vice-Chairmen: L eonard Hopkins
DenisParadis
Sue Barnes Pierre de Savoye Charles Hubbard Jim Silye (12)
Judy Bethel lvan Grose Yves Rocheleau John Williams
Rex Crawford
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Mac Harb lan McClelland John Solomon
John Bryden Ed Harper Rey D. Pagtakhan Benoit Tremblay
Gilbert Fillion René Laurin Alex Shepherd
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Philippe D. Gigantés John Bryden Pat O'Brien
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OFFICIAL LANGUAGES
Joint Chairs: Sen. MauriceRiel Vice—Chairmen: Jean—Paul Marchand
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The Honourable Senators
Gerald A. Beaudoin Jean—Claude Rivest Warren Allmand Michel Dupuy (12)

Marie-P. Poulin

Gaston Leroux

Louis J. Robichaud

Jim Silye

Cliff Breitkreuz Georgette Sheridan

Associate Members
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SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Joint Chairmen: Sen. P. Derek Lewis Vice—Chairman: Derek Lee
Ghidlain L ebel
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Doris M. Anderson Shirley Maheu Gilbert Fillion Geoff Regan (16)
Michel Cogger Pietro Rizzuto Mac Harb Tom Wappel
Normand Grimard NicholasW. Taylor Gar Knutson Ted White
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The Right Hon. Jean Chrétien
The Hon. Herb Gray

The Hon. Lloyd Axworthy
TheHon. David M. Collenette
The Hon. David Anderson
The Hon. Ralph E. Goodale
The Hon. David Dingwall
The Hon. Ron Irwin

TheHon. Joyce Fairbairn

The Hon. Sheila Copps
TheHon. Sergio Marchi
The Hon. John Manley

TheHon. Diane Marleau
TheHon. Paul Martin

The Hon. Douglas Y oung
The Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton
TheHon. Marcel Massé

TheHon. AnneMcLélan
The Hon. Allan Rock
TheHon. Alfonso Gagliano

TheHon. Lucienne Robillard
TheHon. Fred Mifflin
TheHon. Jane Stewart

The Hon. Stéphane Dion

TheHon. Pierre Pettigrew

The Hon. Fernand Robichaud
The Hon. Ethel Blondin—Andrew
TheHon. Lawrence MacAulay
TheHon. Christine Stewart

The Hon. Raymond Chan
TheHon. Jon Gerrard

TheHon. Douglas Peters
The Hon. Martin Cauchon
The Hon. Hedy Fry

THE MINISTRY

Accordingto precedence

PrimeMinister

Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Solicitor
General of Canada

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Minister of National Defence and Minister of Veterans Affairs
Minister of Transport

Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

Minister of Health

Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Devel opment

L eader of the Government in the Senate and Minister with special
responsibility for Literacy

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage
Minister of the Environment

Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development — Quebec

Minister of Public Works and Government Services
Minister of Finance

Minister of Human Resources Devel opment
Minister for International Trade

President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible for
Infrastructure

Minister of Natural Resources
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Minister of Labour and Deputy Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration
Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans
Minister of National Revenue

President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs

Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsiblefor
Francophonie

Secretary of State (Agricultureand Agri—Food, Fisheries and Oceans)
Secretary of State (Training and Y outh)

Secretary of State (V eterans) (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency)
Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)

Secretary of State(Asia—Pacific)

Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) (Western
EconomicDiversification)

Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions)
Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Devel opment — Quebec)
Secretary of State (Multiculturalism) (Status of WWomen)
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Rey D. Pagtakhan
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