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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, February 7, 1997

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

SUPPLY
ALLOTTED DAY—SOMALIA INQUIRY

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ) moved:

That in the opinion of this House, the government should commit itself to having
full light shed on the events occurring before, during and after the deployment of
Canadian troops to Somalia, by extending the mandate of the Commission of Inquiry
until December 31, 1997.

He said: Mr. Speaker, on January 10, the Minister of National
Defence announced he was putting an end to the Somalia inquiry,
conducted by the Létourneau commission and designed to shed
light on what happened before, during and after the incidents in
Somalia.

Needless to say that, like many Canadians and Quebecers, the
official opposition is very disappointed with this decision. Today,
we will attempt to demonstrate to this House that extending the
mandate of the commission is not only necessary but also benefi-
cia to Canada as a whole.

® (1005)

When this commission was established, the Prime Minister of
Canada stated, and | quote: “For the first time in a long time a
government has had the courage to ask for an inquiry into the
operations of national defence. Never has it been done before”.
This statement was made by the Prime Minister of Canada on
September 16, 1996. He stated further: ““In the meantime we have
to respect the commission and let it finish its work. After that we
will make our decision based on its recommendations”.

At that time, the Prime Minister of Canada told us it was a
precedent to establish a commission. But on January 10, the same
government, through its Minister of National Defence, decided to
put an end to the commission’s deliberations. That too isafirst in

Canada. Never before has a government dared to shut down so
abruptly an inquiry commissioned by itself.

Throughout this period, the Standing Committee on National
Defence hardly ever met. Again, while this government felt it was
important for the commission to get to the bottom of the incidents
that occurred in Somalia, we realize today that this is not going to

happen.

Of course, we will be hear about what happened before the
incidents in Somalia, about how willing and prepared our troops
were to be deployed to Somalia to fight on behalf of Canada. We
will definitely be told about that. In the end, Canada was not ready.
We decided to send troops over there, but they were not ready for
the mission. We will probably also find out what happened, in
terms of the actual events, including the two alleged murders that
took place in Somalia. The inquiry’s mandate was to restore the
honour and the integrity of the Canadian forces.

| have the pleasure of sitting on the House joint committee with
the hon. member for Charlesbourg, where we proposed a whole
slew of amendments. | have been sitting on the defence committee
for three years, and we are constantly being told that the morale of
our troopsis not good. Mr. Speaker, | want to advise you right now
that | will be sharing my time with the hon. member for Charles-
bourg. As| was saying, morale was not good three years ago and it
is no better today. It has not been good for a long time, | think.

The inquiry must find out why the morale of our troops has
deteriorated so much. This is what matters. It is as though the
defence minister and the Prime Minister finally decided that the
Létourneau commission was not important, that it would make
recommendations, but that— So, the minister decided to set up
another committee to look at the issue of morale, without waiting
for the inquiry’s findings. And this is tragic.

The truth is that this government set up the inquiry in the hope
that the Conservatives, the previous government, would suffer the
political damage. However, the more the inquiry moves along, the
more obviousit isthat there are links with this government and that
the period yet to be reviewed would involve friends of the
government, friends that the government does not want singled out.

Remember the great search of April 9, 1996. Commander in
chief Boyle decided that a thorough search would be conducted
everywhere, even in garbage cans, filing cabinets, under chairs, in
tanks, etc. to find documents that had been lost. This exercise was
just a big farce and Canadians know that. For six months, the
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Canadian forces refused to co-operate and, all of a sudden, a
‘“search day” was declared.

® (1010)

That day, everyone from the top brass on down turned everything
inside out in an attempt to find the documents. For six months the
Canadian armed forces had been refusing to co-operate with the
commission. But the main reason thisinquiry was set up wasto see
what went on afterwards. That iswhat isimportant. When you want
to correct a situation, when you want to improve the morale of the
troops, do you not have to find out what is not working?

Who is it they want to protect? There are some very important
people who will not be able to take part, whom it will not be
possible to call as witnesses. First of al, there is Robert Fowler,
who was deputy minister under the Liberals, the Conservatives and
again under the Liberals, a survivor. Now he is Canada's ambassa
dor to the UN. It will not be possible to call him to appear before
the commission; there will unfortunately not be time. He is
probably one person who knows quite a bit about the affair. There
are others. Thereis aso John Anderson, chief of defence staff when
the events occurred. He was named ambassador to NATO. He is
another one who will not be questioned.

Thereisformer Prime Minister Kim Campbell, who will aso not
appear before the commission. She is consul genera in Los
Angeles. So this person, who said she was intimidated at the time,
was told: “Hold on there! If you want it to go well for you, keep
your lip zipped.

What are they doing now? It isvery simple. | would describe the
Minister of Nationa Defence as the government’s firefighter.
Members will recall this minister’'s career; he was at transport. He
decided that there would be no more trainsin Canada. Then he was
sent to human resources; he was the one who decided to close down
employment centres all over the country. He did the dirty work.
Now he is at the defence department to do the same thing. They
have decided to put a lid on it.

They had realized that the Liberal government would take quitea
beating. Members will recall what the Prime Minister told us. That
was the first time they had set up such a commission of inquiry. It
is probably also the first time they have wrapped one up so quickly.

It is for this reason that the Bloc Quebecois, Canada’s official
opposition until the next election, and aware of its responsibilities
as the opposition, is asking the government to change its mind.

In closing, | will read you the motion, which says:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should commit itself to having
full light shed on the events occurring before, during and after the deployment of

Canadian troopsto Somalia, by extending the mandate of the Commission of Inquiry
until December 31, 1997.

If thisis not done, we will never know the truth, and it will never
be over. We will have thrown away $25 million without even
knowing what really happened.

Mr. Eugene Bellemare (Carleton—Gloucester, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the member of the Bloc Quebecoisistrying hard to tarnish
even more the Canadian army’s reputation. We know full well that
members of the Bloc have no intention of trying to improve the
situation with regard to the Department of National Defence. They
just want to drag this department through the mud.

As a matter of fact, was the member who just said—or should |
say he was mumbling—all kinds of things about DND not the one
who wrate to our military personnel before the referendum to try to
form his own separatist army? If it was not him, it surely was his
colleague or another one of these separatists who are out to destroy
DND.

® (1015)

Yes, we had problems in Somalia. The government knows that.
When did these problems occur? They occurred under the Conser-
vative government, before 1993. The Prime Minister has fulfilled
his responsibility and conducted an inquiry. The inquiry has
already been granted extensions two or three times. Will it be
allowed to drag on until the year 2025?

We must immediately implement procedures that will improve
the military. That is what the defence minister is doing right now.
The main objective of this government and of all parliamentarians
isto improve our national defence department, not drag it through
the mud as you, separatists, are trying to do.

Mr. Leroux (Shefford): Mr. Speaker, as we saw, the hon.
member rambled on awide variety of issues. He obviously was not
well briefed on this issue.

All | want to say is that, when we look back on the history of the
Canadian Armed Forces, we see that there are many shortcomings,
a total lack of leadership, and that the measures undertaken by
successive defence ministers did not settle anything. Quite the
opposite, the situation is getting worse al the time.

We have a commission of inquiry which, | acknowledge, is
costing us alot of money, but it would not cost awhole lot more to
let it continue its work. Unless the minister changes his mind, on
March 31, the commission will start to prepare its report. So, from
March 31 until June 30, nothing will happen, and on June 30, the
commission will submit its report. This is totally unacceptable.

The work of the inquiry is not done. For six months, the armed
forces tried to hamper the inquiry and hide the truth from it. Some
documents were tampered with, others were shredded. Some were
made to disappear. These people are professionals. Mr. Justice
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Létourneau is an extraordinary man, who wants to get at the truth,
just like every Canadian and Quebecer. We want to know the truth
SO we can correct the situation.

The hon. member is just babbling away. Once Quebec is
sovereign, we will have armed forces based on what Canada
currently has, which is why we want a solid and determined
Canadian army, with good leadership and some kind of vision.
When we send Canadians to keep the peace in other countries, we
want them to be prepared and proud to act on behaf of all
Canadians and Quebecers.

Mr. Jean-Marc Jacob (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am
always happy to speak in this House athough some issues are
rather sad and distressing to discuss.

I will not remind you of the decisionsthat were recently made by
the new defense minister but rather give you some background to
shed some light on the problems in the armed forces, whose
reputation the Bloc is trying to tarnish according to some Libera
members. | will go over certain facts and give you some back-
ground.

In 1985, the now dead-and-gone airborne regiment was under
investigation. Of the 568 members of that regiment, 112 had a
record with the military police and 89 with the civilian police.
Military leaders were ordered to take steps to remedy the situation,
but things did not improve.

In 1992, at CFB Petawawa where the now defunct airborne
regiment was based, Colonel Morneau indicated to the then Chief
of the Defence Staff, General John de Chastelain, that the regiment
was not adequately trained for this kind of mission and recom-
mended that it not be deployed in Somalia.

Genera de Chastelain was near the end of his mandate, but he
nevertheless ordered the deployment of the regiment, knowing as
he did that the following month he would be the new consul in
Washington, in the United States. That was in December 1992.

® (1020)

In January 1993 there was a new Chief of Defence Staff, John
Anderson. He travelled to Somalia in February and early March
with Bob Fowler and other generals. All were well placed to seethe
somewhat aggressive or racist behaviour already reported. More-
over, if memory serves, the commander there at the time was
reprimanded. This was Commander Seward, | believe. He was
reprimanded, and fined as well, for excessively aggressive activi-
ties toward the Somalis.

During that visit, neither Mr. Fowler nor General Anderson
reported any abnormal incidents. Curiously, General John Ander-

Supply

son was there two days after the first incident involving young
Shidane Arone on March 4, but there was no report.

Six weeks later, the military police decided to launch an
investigation. We know what happened then. They immediately
found one guilty party, Kyle Brown. He was charged and sentenced
to five yearsin prison. The officers and non-commissioned officers
were found not guilty. There were a few reprimands, promotions
were frozen; that was it.

Time passed. In 1993, public pressure for something to be done
started to build up. Incidents continued to occur. You will recall
that, in February and March of 1994—some members will say that
it was the Bloc again trying to sully the name of the armed forces,
whichisfar from the case—it was reported that certain members of
the Airborne Regiment at Petawawa were going around with Ku
Klux Klan pennants and flying Nazi flags on Canadian Forces
vehicles. Colonel Kenward was in charge at the time, and this was
tolerated—no problem.

The situation just went from bad to worse. It was not smply the
Somalia affair, but a combination of everything that was going on.

Under public pressure, the former Minister of Defence, the hon.
member for Don Valley East, announced the creation of acommis-
sion of inquiry into the Somaliaincidents, stating that the full truth
would be known, and that everyone would be called to testify
before the commission.

It should be recalled that around the month of October 1995, in
this Chamber, members of both the Reform Party and the Bloc
Quebecois accused the Minister of National Defence of the day of
having contrived with the armed forces, to a certain extent, to
prevent the inquiry from obtaining documents.

| recall very well that the then minister of Defence had blown a
fuse, much like the current minister did yesterday. It was quite a
show. How dare we question the integrity of our armed forces?

| would like to point out that if we are smply listing facts, it is
not to tarnish reputations, as some may think. | regret, but these are
facts. Memberswill recall that things which happened in 1994 were
revealed recently.

The funny thing with the armed forces is that the truth always
comes out, two to three years after the facts, like the incidents of
Bacovici, sexual abuse at Wainwright, or fraud and embezzlement
at CFB Valcartier. The list goes on and on. It might be added that
even a civilian working for National Defence headquarters man-
aged to organize a pornography ring from within the department.

This situation must certainly be due to a glitch in operations.
Early in 1995, | read a report of Brigadier-General Jeffries which
said that the problem in the armed forces which could lead to some
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shall we say deviant behaviour among some of the military was a
lack of leadership. | did not say it, a Brigadier-General did.

In another report, Colonel Oehring mentioned that there was a
flagrant lack of leadership and discipline and a complete distortion
between the top brass and the rank and file. | would remind all
members that at one point the media revealed that some soldiers
and sailors had applied for welfare and even went to the soup
kitchens in western Canada.

® (1025)

On the other hand, look at some of the officers. Consider
Admiral Murray with his cavalier and arrogant testimony, who
lived in a6,000 square feet house for the astronomical sum of $581
per month. For a regular soldier who sees how these officers
behave, it is pretty demoralizing.

Infact, thisisall par for the course. Look at all the playersin this
case. John Anderson was aware of what happened. He went to
Somalia, he knew exactly what was going on, and to punish him for
hislack of leadership, he was appointed to NATO. Bob Fowler was
deputy minister of Defence for many years. He was in Somaliain
March 1993, but said nothing and saw nothing. And then, around
the end of 1995, Mr. Fowler was appointed as Canada’s del egate to
the UN. Interestingly, if we go back even further, we see that he
was a political assistant to Mr. Trudeau, the former Liberal Prime
Minister, in 1983-84, and he also happens to be the new Governor
Genera’s brother-in-law. It looks like the old boys' network.

There is also John de Chastelain, who came back as chief of
staff. He was ambassador in Washington, where he was replaced by
the Prime Minister's nephew, Mr. Chrétien. Hon. members will
recall that when the regiment in Somalia was abolished or elimi-
nated, General John de Chastelain tendered his resignation, which
was refused by the Prime Minister. Finally, in December 1995,
General de Chastelain resigned and left the scene, and then we had
Mr. Boyle.

You are signaling to me, Mr. Speaker, that | have only two
minutes left. | could go on and on, but | will now get to my
conclusion. My poaint is that the former Minister of National
Defence, the hon. member for Don Valley East, as well as the
current defence minister and the Prime Minister declared, in
November 1994, October 1995, March 1996 and June 1996, that we
needed to get to the bottom of this. That it was not just about the
deployment of the Airborne in Somalia but that there were other
incidents which, as | pointed out, prompted some officers to point
to a lack of leadership.

What we are doing now is a matter of ethics. | would even say
that it no longer matters that the commission of inquiry is being
wound up. Look at the conduct of Admiral Murray. We will never
know the truth.

| think that refusing to give an extension shows a lack of ethics
and does nothing to enhance the public's confidence in this
government. It took the armed forces nearly a year to hand over
certain documents, and when we look at other commissions of
inquiry which went on for five years and were about far less serious
matters, one really wonders about the way the present government
is behaving. | think we can assume Canadians realize that when the
Liberal government decided to wind up this commission, it was
clear there were people it wanted to protect, and | do not think
Canadians or Quebecers will go along with this.

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | would like
to congratulate my colleague on his presentation. As you know, he
was vice-chairman of the standing committee on national defence.
He was a so on the joint committee of the House of Commons and
the Senate that proposed changes to the Canadian Armed Forces.

| have a question for him. Does he think that the current standing
committee on national defence has changed from what he knew of
it in the three years he was on it?

They will say anything acrosstheway, but it isawell-known fact
that Bloc members share in the activities and work very hard to
move things along. | think the member opposite would do better to
remain quiet and listen to the question.

® (1030)

| would like to ask my colleague from Charlesbourg whether he
thinks the Canadian armed forces have changed? | would like him
to explain.

Mr. Jacob: Mr. Speaker, there have indeed been changes. There
have been changes in ministers and in chiefs of staff. But | do not
think the mentality has changed much. My colleague spoke of the
standing committee on national defence. True, the Bloc partici-
pated and often made very constructive suggestions. Some of my
Liberal colleagues opposite know very well that the Bloc members
tried to resolve certain problems and to take part in discussions.

The auditor general’s report and other reports indicate that the
Department of National Defence was often accused of mismanag-
ing its assets, spending unnecessarily and other things.

| am happy my colleague is alowing me to talk about financial
matters. On Monday, the new Minister of National Defence said
that all this had cost a lot and that the Bloc was complaining that
the Department of National Defence was spending too much
money. It will cost $25 million to find out the truth, who is
responsible in the chain of command, where the problems lie, how
improvements can be made and who is guilty.

The defence committee often pointed out that there were too
many generals and that these general's often lacked leadership skills
or authority over the soldiers. Very often, the corporals and the
ordinary soldiers bear the brunt, while the officers get off lightly.
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This happened on a number of occasions. The subject was dis-
cussed in the national defence committee.

If the mentality as well as the behaviour is to be changed, | do
not think the way to go about it is to decide the commission has
dragged on long enough and that it will have time to hear the last
witnesses, which is not the case. However, we must, for various
reasons such as restoring the armed forces' honour or giving
soldiers back their pride, stop living in the past and pretending that
Canadian soldiers lived in honour and that everyone is proud of
them.

If we go back three or four years, not everyoneis proud of what
went on in thearmy. | do not think everyoneis proud of the money
spent for various reasons. With alittle effort, the government could
change al that.

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of National Defence and
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am very
pleased to take part in today’s debate.

When | hear my colleagues from the Bloc Quebecois talk about
integrity, harp on what happened in Somalia, and repeat the litany
of problems every Canadian knows only too well, | have trouble
reconciling this preoccupation with whether or not the Canadian
Forces have any ethics with the Bloc's approach.

My hon. colleagues mentioned the issue of leadership in the
Canadian forces, | agree with them, there are problems. We will
have to find ways to address them. Do the hon. members from the
Bloc Quebecois expect us to apply the same ethics, the same
behaviour to the Canadian forces as they did to their former
leader’s staff?

Should we fire people in order to compensate them? Is this the
kind of ethics they are promoting here today by preaching at
Canadians, the government, members of the Canadian Forces? Are
they not the same people who, when there is a referendum, are
trying to create arift within the Canadian forces with alleged plots?

® (1035)

Is this the kind of integrity the Canadian forces should emulate?
| hope not. Probably because the two hon. members who spoke
today will not be candidates in the race to the Bloc Quebecois
leadership, they do not apply the kind of ethics which has been
reported in the medias lately.

[English]

| think the important thing that Canadians have to address here
today is whether we as a country are going to benefit from the
production of historical documents well into the end of this century
based on an incident that took place in 1993.

| refer to a document that reflects comments made on the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation national news, January 13,
1997. The CBC, indoing itsown calculation, looking at the agenda

Supply

of the Somalia inquiry, looking at the time frame that it wished to
cover, looking at its own work plan, arrived at the conclusion that
proceeding at the rate that it had up until the date of this broadcast
it would take the commission approximately six years to complete
its work. That is not the government’s view. It is an assessment
made by the CBC in dealing with this issue.

| have said before and | say again that Canadians who are
interested in what occurred in Somalia know who pulled the
trigger. They know that the incidents in Somalia were totally
unacceptable. We know there were severe weaknesses in leader-
ship. We know there were serious flaws in how we responded to
what occurred in Somalia with respect to the military justice
system, how the military investigation was conducted. We under-
stand that.

| believe the Canadian forces and Canada as a country have to
move on and turn the corner on this issue by no longer necessarily
just repeating the litany of events that we all know too well but
beginning to grapple with solutions.

| am acutely aware of the tremendous burden we are placing on
the men and women of the Canadian forces. | have just returned
from Bosnia. It is of no value to anyone in Bosnia who iswalking
the streets of devastated towns|ooking at children with hollow eyes
to tell them that we are conducting or we are going to extend the
final date of the Somalia inquiry. Those men and women want to
know what people in this place are going to do to ensure that they
are trained properly, that they are equipped properly, that they have
guidelines and frameworks within which they can function.

What the government has done and what | have committed to do
is present to the Prime Minister of Canada, to the Government of
Canada and to the people of Canada by March 31, 1997 a
comprehensive plan and a set of proposals on how we can move
ahead with restoring the integrity and the pride of one of the finest
military ingtitutions in the world.

That is a considerable challenge. We expect to be assessed, we
expect the recommendations to be analysed and we are trying to
draw in as much support as we can from as wide a population in the
country as possible.

Unlike my hon. friends this morning, | believe the one solid
foundation on which we can proceed is the enormous reservoir of
public support for the men and women in the Canadian forces.
There is no question that Canadians are disgusted by what hap-
pened in Somalia. There is no doubt that they question the quality
and the training of some of the leadership that has been around in
the Canadian forces for a number of years.

Doesit serve any purpose in terms of the objective of providing
Canada with a very efficient and capable military institution to
simply recite the problems that we know a great deal about, or
would it be useful for the Bloc Quebecois and for other hon.
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members in this House representing all parties in the House to set
forward their views on what we should be doing?

To be very fair about this and not to try in any way to minimize
what occurred in Somalia, what occurred before Somalia or what
occurred after the incidents were discovered, we still have to look
at the overal context in which the Canadian forces operate. A
peacetime environment; some would say yes. | can assure you, Mr.
Speaker, if you were in Bosnia today it would not look very
peaceful, although day to day it is these days, but when you see the
devastation you know how quickly that situation could become
very dangerous again.

® (1040)

We have Canadian forces in Haiti. The Canadian forces are as
much a part of the image of Canada as the Rocky Mountains or the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, wherever one goes in the world.
With all the problems we have encountered, when they are put in
the context of young men and women risking their lives all over the
planet and seeing how other military ingtitutions have had to
function in these similar kinds of environments, | am not excusing
the very serious mistakes we have made in the past. What | am
saying is fair minded Canadians, and they are fair minded people,
will understand that on balance the Canadian forces are till one of
the most highly respected military institutions in the world.

We can spend a lot of time debating whether inquiries in this
country should be constituted on the basis that once they begin they
have carte blanche to go to the end of whatever they fedl is an
appropriate level of inquiry. | do not dispute that. If this place
decides through legislation that when inquiries are established they
can continue until the commissioners of inquiry, al the parties
involved and their legal counsel are satisfied that every document
has been looked at, every issue has been addressed and every
question has been asked, if that is what the Canadian people and
people in this place wish to do we should debate that.

To make sure to put the record straight, this commission was
established on March 30, 1995. The original reporting deadline to
which the commissioners agreed when they accepted to undertake
this work was December 20, 1995. We are now in the process of
debating whether a third extension was appropriate. It was ex-
tended until the end of June of this year, the third extension. The
first extension was to June 20, 1996. The second extension is to
March 31, 1997, and now a third extension to June 30, 1997. The
commission will have work in excess of two years by thetimeitis
asked to bring in its conclusions.

| understand the frustration of the commissioners and | under-
stand the concerns of members of this place when they say they
will not have heard every witness, they will not have been able to

see every document and they will not have been able to address
every question. What we must hear from my friends, which | hope
we will hear in the discussion today not only on the basis of the
Somali inquiry but in terms of future arrangements of this nature, is
whether we develop a process that is absolutely open ended until
everyone is satisfied that everything has been done. If that is what
people are prepared to propose then | believe at some point we
should debate that in this place because it has enormous implica-
tions.

What about the people who are in leadership roles? We have
heard of individuals who have been reassigned and named to new
positions. What will happen if we get a report seven, eight or ten
years after events? As an historical document it may have some
value but in terms of applying the lessons learned from the
mistakes that occurred, of what value will they be? Where will the
people be who were in control and in leadership? Worse than that,
what happens in the interim to these people? Nothing? We have
chosen to move on.

| want to make clear that we have never said who should be
called before the commission. | have never commented on testimo-
ny heard before the commission. | have never commented on the
work plan or the agenda of the commission because | have been
around long enough to know that Canadians understand that the
incidents in Somalia that resulted in the deaths of the Somalians
killed by Canadians are unacceptable.

We also know, as my colleagues would be aware, that we have
had murder trialsin this country where more than three, sometimes
more than five and in fact more than ten people have been killed.
These trias, looking into the events involved in murders com-
mitted in this country, have taken place in a matter of months, not
years. | believe that Canadians who understand what is important
with respect to the Canadian forces recognize that the government
had to come to a decision after three extensions to set a final date
on inquiry.

| would also point out to my hon. friends in this place that
recently another inquiry in a provincial jurisdiction was given an
extension looking into a matter of great importancein aprovincein
this country. When the provincial government in question provided
the extension for the inquiry it also set a fina date for reporting.

® (1045)

| understood that it was very much in the same position as we
were. It did not want a historical document on what had occurred
and why it had occurred years after the fact. It wanted to be able to
move with some solutions to the questions with which it was faced.

We indicated to the Canadian people through several mecha
nisms our concern about what had happened in Somalia. However,
to be very honest, a number of other events clearly indicated that
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serious measures had to be undertaken with respect to the future of
the Canadian forces.

| was very pleased when the retired chief justice of the supreme
court, Brian Dickson, took on the job of reviewing the military
justice system. A lot of what is so bad about the Somalia incident,
as brutal as the murders were—God knows there is no excuse for
that—what happened afterward was equally if not more troubling
in the sense that the system did not respond adequately.

The investigative system did not respond adequately. The mili-
tary justice system has not responded adequately. We have empa-
nelled and empowered a group of outstanding Canadians, along
with Mr. Justice Dickson, J. W. Bird and General Belzileto cometo
the government with specific and comprehensive recommenda-
tions on the reform of the military justice system and commentary
on how best to exercise the capacity of investigation that is now
done by the military police.

In addition to that, we will be reporting to the Prime Minister
and to the people of Canada on accountability in the Canadian
Armed Forces, on the system of promotions, on a wide ranging
questioning of ethos and ethics in the military.

Beyond that, the Standing Committee on National Defence and
Veterans Affairs has been asked to look at what | describe as the
peopl e needs of the Canadian Armed Forces; looking at benefits, at
support systems for families, at accommodation and all the socio-
economic requirements of the Canadian Armed Forces.

All of this has been donein the last couple of monthsin response
to the wide array of challenges facing the Canadian forces. | have
great faith in the Canadian people and | have great faith in the
Canadian forces but | also have enormous respect for this place.

That is why | hope, through this process today and aso in the
weeks to come, we will get concrete proposals from my colleagues
in this place on what they think should be done with the Canadian
forces, not smply to continue an inquiry into an incident that we
arevery familiar with, but to tell us, in a concrete way whether they
are committed, for example, to funding for the Canadian forces.

Are they committed to the kinds of levels that we have estab-
lished for personnel: 60,000 in the regular forces and 30,000 in the
militia reserves? Are they committed to the re-equipping of the
Canadian forces? Do they believe we should be spending money on
making sure that we have acombat capable military institution and
organization that can adequately represent Canada around the
world as we are called on by our alies to participate in various
kinds of missions?

Arethey prepared to say to the men and women of the Canadian
forces—it is important to hear this today—what is the position of
the various parties. If they were elected, would they reopen the
Somalia inquiry? Are they serious about saying it is in the best
interests of the Canadian forces to continue the Somaliainquiry or

Supply

is it important to move on and learn from the lessons of Somalia
and the events that surrounded those incidents?

It is critical because we talk about the morale of the Canadian
forces as though somehow, by saying things here or elsewhere that
reflect specific concerns about incidents, this is going to help.

| have had the great privilege of being the Minister of National
Defence since October. | have visited nearly every base in Canada
and | have travelled with the troops in Bosnia. | say without
equivocation, not just based on my personal observations but
having been exposed to my colleagues in NATO, having met with
our NORAD alliesin the United States, that every Canadian should
feel absolutely comfortable about recognizing and respecting the
role, the capability and the professionalism of the Canadian forces.

There is no doubt that the incidents that my hon. friend related at
Petawawa, at Va Cartier, in Somalia and more recently even in
Haiti are cause for grave concern. The Canadian forces are an
institution made up of tens of thousands of men and women. In
every organization in Canada of that size, in every community in
Canada of that size, every day there are events that take place that
are unacceptable and intolerable. They are criminal acts. They are
assaults. They are abuses of privilege, abuses of |eadership capac-
ity or roles in life. These things occur everywhere, even in
professional hockey. That is not to say that in any way we diminish
the importance of what happened or the fact that the events were
totally unacceptable.

® (1050)

Canadians are fair minded. They understand and recognize that
the Canadian forces cannot be judged any differently or any more
harshly than any other group of peoplein the country. They work in
a very different environment. Very few Canadians sign up to put
their lives on the line. That is what members of the forces do. They
are trained to do things that are not terribly pleasant. They also
have to be properly trained to maintain the kind of appropriate
relationships among themselves and with the people where they are
deployed.

Surely Canadians are not going to accept an argument that says
that 125 years or more of service around the world is going to be
swept away because in today’s society things that may or may not
have been acceptable or even heard about years ago are now
common knowledge. Surely fair minded Canadians and members
of this place understand that the Canadian forces are faced with
challenges that very few, including myself, would ever care to
undertake on a day to day basis in Bosnia or in Haiti.

| want to say this one thing to my friends in the House.
Regardless of what happened in Somalia, we have to ask: Who
would the Minister of National Defence want to cover up for? What
could have happened that would be more heinous than the beating
and shooting of young people in Somaia? Why would it be
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political advantageous to me or to the government to shut down the
Somalia inquiry from a political point of view?

It has been alleged that the deputy minister of the Department of
National Defence at the time of the incident in Somalia used
various tactics to somehow confuse the then Minister of National
Defence. The then Minister of Nationa Defence subsequently
became Prime Minister of Canada and left that person in the role of
deputy minister at the Department of National Defence.

| hope that al of my colleagues will be very clear in their
presentations with respect to what they believe we and Canada
should be doing for the men and women of the Canadian forces.
How can we make sure that in the future if any incidents like this
should re-occur—and heaven knows we all hope that they will
not—how should we respond to them. That is the question and the
challengefacing all of ustoday asfar asthe Canadian forcesand its
future is concerned.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | listened
carefully to the minister’'s comments when he said he was first and
foremost a member of Parliament; how fortunate that he could
participate in this debate.

On October 9, 1996, the minister said: ““We want a thorough
investigation of everything that happened in connection with the
situation in Somalia— | am sure al members of this House—and
no doubt he included himself—realize that one should not interfere
with thework of the commission of inquiry” . Well, to order the end
of the inquiry, is that not to interfere with its work?

We are asking the minister and the government to let the inquiry
carry on for afew more months. The minister saysfive or ten years.
He talks about a document of historical scope. Thisis not what we
are asking for. We simply ask that they grant an extension so that
the inquiry can hear witnesses who have not been heard yet and
who, we fedl, are crucia to the whole issue.

Today, the minister, calm as always, spoke as an expert and tried
to quietly sweep the whole issue under the rug. As you have surely
noticed, thisis not awaysthe case, but it did happen today. He tried
to explain the situation slowly and delicately; he spoke about the
grassroots, he tried to appeal to our sympathy for those people in
the forces.

® (1055)

We know that the people in the Canadian armed forces are
professionals, the members of the official opposition do not

question that. We only want to know what is happening because it
seems that the rotten apples are in the top brass. They way things
stand now, we will find out what happened before the incident and
during the incident, but unfortunately, we will never know what
happened after, we will not get to the bottom of the attempted
coverup by this government; that is what we are concerned about.
That is what Canadians are worried about these days.

Mr. Young: Mr. Speaker, to get back to our trying to cover up
what happened, as | said previously, the government agreed to
extend the mandate of the Somaliainquiry first until June 28, 1996,
then until March 31, 1997 and now until June 30, 1997.

Isthe hon. member convinced? Does he have proof that afurther
extension of three months, six months or nine months will bring us
closer to a point where all three commissioners as well as the
counsel for the witnesses will sit together and say: ““ Yes, we are al
agreed, it is all over, we have shed light on everything”.

It is interesting to note that 150,000 documents, totalling two
million pages, have been handed over to the inquiry and that more
than 100 witnesses have already been heard.

| believe that Canadians genuinely interested in the future of the
Canada Armed Forces know full well what happened in Somalia
and they want to make sure that our forces can operate in an
effective and professional manner in the future. Listing past
problems over and over again the problemswill not reach that goal,
we have to move on to concrete solutions.

[English]

Mr. lan McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | would like to ask the minister a question about ministerial
accountability, specifically contempt at the military headquarters
level for the civilian authority of the armed forces.

Shidane Arone was tortured and killed on March 16. On March
18, two days later, the chief of defence staff, John Anderson, and
the deputy minister, Bob Fowler, briefed the minister saying at that
time that an unfortunate incident had happened in Somalia.

The defence minister at the time, Kim Campbell read in Ma-
clean’s magazine that there was a suggestion of criminal intent on
March 18 at the same time that she was briefed without being told
of crimina intent. It was not until March—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member will have a chance to
finish his question after question period. We are into ora state-
ments now.



February 7, 1997

COMMONS DEBATES

7829

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

BILL KERIENS

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, February 10 | will be travelling to Brandon, Manitoba for
the hearing of grain farmer, Bill Keriens. His crime is crossing the
border to sell his grain. Subsequently, he will be fined for this
crime and will be brought into court in leg irons and handcuffs.

| have to ask, does the punishment fit the crime? All we have to
do islook at the repercussions of Bill C-41. It was intended to deal
with petty criminals who pose no threat to the community but the
reality is that it has been used in cases involving drug trafficking,
sexual assault, bank robbery and other assaults. These convicts, in
some cases, are serving nothing more than house arrest.

It is obvious we have to define who is athreat to society and that
the punishment should be in line with the crime. This grain farmer
in no way is athreat to society. Certainly he does not deserve the
threat of jail time to be served in the same cell block with other
criminas as wheat farmer, Andy McMechan, served.

Why is it the heavy hand of the law punishes law-abiding
citizens who are merely fighting for the principle of freedom while
violent criminals walk free?

[Translation]

UNEMPLOYMENT

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, despite the rhetoric and the promises of a bright future,
1997 has had a bad start for Quebecers and Canadians. The market
is till in aslump. While Canada has 1.5 million unemployed, only
500 new jobs were created in January. And there are fewer jobs for
young people.

® (1100)

Self-employed people were responsible for many new jobs
created in 1996. Yet, the government is doing nothing to help them.
The new unemployment insurance reform is supposed to give
wider coverage to workers, but thisis only deception. In fact, these
new jobs that are emerging for self-employed people are protected
neither by unemployment insurance nor by the vast majority of
social security programs.

The Liberals were elected under the slogan “‘jobs, jobs, jobs”.
The fact is there are ““no jobs, no jobs, no jobs”. When Canadians
and Quebecers realize that the situation is disastrous, they will pass
harsh judgment, and the government will pay the price.

S0.31
[English]

THE DEFICIT

Mr. John Finlay (Oxford, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the fight against
the deficit is being won. Who would have thought a mere three
years ago that the deficit could be reduced by over $20 hillion by
today? This reduced deficit has meant a strengthened economy and
record low interest rates.

Asthe Minister of Finance prepares his budget, | would urge that
he stay the course. We need to eliminate the deficit as soon as is
reasonably possible. Now is not the time for irresponsible Reform
Party inspired tax cuts which will slow the decreasein the deficit or
compromise essential programs.

Eliminating the deficit will ensure that our children and our
seniors have a secure economic future.

| am proud to have supported the Minister of Finance's deficit
reduction targets in the past three years and look forward to his
presentation of another successful budget on February 18.

INFRASTRUCTUREPROGRAM

Mrs. Marlene Cowling (Dauphin—Swan River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, there is no question that the Canada infrastructure works
program is a success. Just look at some of the statistics which help
to tell the story.

For example, in my constituency of Dauphin—Swan River, more
than $9 million has been invested. These types of projects have
included road repairs, the development of water systems, culvert
replacements and the construction of bridges.

The Canada infrastructure program is a great benefit to rural
areas. Almost 62 per cent of the projects were for rural Canada.

In order to market our goods and services locally and abroad,
another program is necessary for our communities' continued
development.

The Canada infrastructure works program is contributing to a
stronger rural Canadian economy, including my riding of Dau-
phin—Swan River, and that is what | am working toward.

Without a doubt the Canada infrastructure works program is a
major accomplishment.

TRANSPORT

Mr. Vic Althouse (Mackenzie, NDP): Mr. Speaker, today |
have found out something that has been going on for a few weeks.
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The double tracking of Canadian Pacific between Winnipeg and
Thunder Bay is being torn up. This was a wonderful infrastructure
program that was the pride of many previous governments to
speed up the delivery of grain, potash, sulphur and so on. Along
with this we are watching the deterioration of the terminals in
Thunder Bay and the tearing down of some of them. This was the
big infrastructure program the country was so proud of. The
seaway has now become redundant. It has been described by
transport officials as a wonderful heritage park.

If the government were truly interested in jobs and infrastruc-
ture, it would have taken more care with its other policies of
deregulation and of signing international trade agreements which
have made those infrastructure investments redundant and useless.

[Translation]

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT WEEK

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa-Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, interna-
tional development week gives us the opportunity to reflect upon
the unique role that Canada is playing worldwide in international
development.

The main players in development are the developing countries
themselves. It is within their governments, their volunteer organi-
zations, their institutions and their communities that the read
development experts are to be found.

However, in co-operating with these partners, Canadians have
also done their share. From Peru to Zimbabwe, Canadian technolo-
gies and communication equipment have freed many communities
from their isolation. By providing legal support, the Canadian
program has helped countries such as Haiti and South Africa
develop laws to ensure the respect of human rights and of the rule
of law.

In our typically Canadian way—which respects countries and
cultures and aims at concrete results—we have helped developing
countries. International development week is the opportunity to
celebrate these achievements and to anticipate future successes.

[English]

FERRY SERVICE

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Simcoe North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Chris-
tian Island and Georgina Island are home to the Beausoleil and
Georgina Chippewa Bands. The islands are the location of cottages
belonging to hundreds of non-natives and they are the destination
of thousands of visitors.

® (1105)
[Translation]

In 1995, the Governments of Canada and Ontario agreed to
jointly fund the replacement of the ferries that provide service to
the islands, an improvement essential to economic devel opment.
The Government of Ontario, a Conservative government, now
refuses to honour its commitments in spite of the fact that
transportation is a provincial jurisdiction.

This is not unlike the unilateral and arbitrary decision made by
the Government of Ontario to renege on the agreement reached
with the First Nations on the distribution of the Casinorama’s
revenues.

[English]

An agreement is an agreement. It is sad enough that our history
is littered with agreements we did not honour but it is an outrage
that agreements with the ink barely dry are being unilaterally and
summarily dismissed.

[Translation]

PARENTSOF SICK CHILDREN

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to pay tribute today to the parents of sick
children. We often forget how courageous and dedicated they are.

The Séguin family, of Saint-André-d’ Argenteuil, is a model of
love, courage and dedication. Two of the Séguin children, Sylvie
and Patrick, have muscular dystrophy. For their parents, caring for
them is a full time job. Patrick no longer has the use of his upper
limbs. His condition requires constant care and assistance, as spina
muscle atrophy causes severe muscle tissue degeneration.

Sylvieis a bit more independent; still the condition of her lungs
is extremely fragile. Mr. and Mrs. Séguin have invested time,
energy and money. Without the assistance of the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association, they would not have been able to buy all the
necessary eguipment.

To give to the associations and foundations providing assistance
to those suffering from this disease is to recognize their courage.

[English]

REFORM PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Idand, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, democracy
works only when well informed voters have accurate data about
their options. Therefore | deplore the vast amount of misinforma-
tion about Reformers. | am deeply hurt when people incorrectly
label me, attributing prejudices to me that | do not have.

Asan employer | hired people based on ability and merit. Some
of these people are called visible minorities here in Ottawa but |
did not notice. As an instructor | had students who had different
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coloured skin or spoke with different accents but | did not notice.
We have members of our family who have different racial back-
grounds but we love and care for them and do not notice. My wife
and | were especialy proud that our son and daughter-in-law
worked as volunteers in Rwanda. They looked after 400 beautiful
children whose parents were killed in the awful conflict over there.

| joined and became involved in the Reform Party because | was
attracted to its policy of equality for all citizens regardless of race. |
believe in being charitable and kind. How | wish my colleaguesin
this House would extend this same charity to me.

ONTARIO BUILDING CODE

Hon. Charles Caccia (Davenport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Ontario government is currently examining changes to the Ontario
building code whereby the amount of insulation required in new
homes would be reduced by one-third. Thisill-conceived proposal
will increase heating and cooling costs for homeowners and
subsequently result in more carbon dioxide emissions into the
atmosphere compounding the problem posed by climate change.

This shortsighted proposal to reduce insulation in new homesis
advocated by the Ontario Home Builders' Association. Instead of
yielding to this lobby, the Ontario government should act in the
interests of future homeowners and the environment to ensure that
the building code becomes more energy efficient and respectful of
environmental concerns and consumers.

FISHERIES

Mr. Derek Wells (South Shore, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Nova
Scotia is Canada's leading fishing province. My riding of South
Shore is heavily dependent on fishing and related employment
opportunities. | have been working with industry for over ayear to
document the impact of user fees. Thisweek the Standing Commit-
tee on Fisheries and Oceans heard testimony about the cumulative
effects of service fees.

Yesterday the President of the Treasury Board announced that a
multi-sectoral committee of stakeholders has been formed to study
this issue with aview to easing the burden on businesses caused by
the imposition of service fees.

| congratulate the minister for making this commitment to
review fishing and related fees. He has my full support in this
undertaking.

S0.31
AIR COMMODORE LEN BURCHALL

Mr. Peter Milliken (Kingston and the Islands, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, Air Commodore Len Burchall was hailed by Sir Winston
Churchill asthe saviour of Ceylon for warning the defenders of the
island of an imminent attack by the Japanese. On April 4, 1942 his
plane was shot down after he spotted the Japanese fleet and radioed
his message. He was held as prisoner by the Japanese for the
duration of the war.

® (1110)

On Wednesday, Len Birchall received from His Excellency the
Governor General thefifth clasp to his Canadian forces decoration.
He s the first Canadian ever to have been so honoured. The clasp
recognizes 62 years of good service in the Canadian Armed Forces.

As his member of Parliament, | was privileged to witness this
event. As Canadians, we salute his service to his community, his
patriotism and his valour. Len Birchall is a great Canadian hero.

[Translation]

GOALTENDER PATRICK LALIME

Mrs. PaulinePicard (Drummond, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on behal f
of the people of Saint-Bonaventure and the entire riding of
Drummond, | would like to pay tribute today to alocal hero, whose
name has become synonymous with courage, talent and success:
Patrick Lalime.

On January 15, this goaltender recruited by the Pittsburgh
Penguins broke Ken Dryden’s legendary record by winning hisfirst
16 games in the National Hockey L eague, with three shutouts as a
bonus.

He pursued his dream without ever giving up hope, putting all
his energy into his work. He made his way up the ladder of success
one step at a time, with courage and confidence, reaching for his
goal. Patrick’s feat reminds us that no dream is out of reach for
those who put in the time and effort.

| wish Patrick Lalime along and successful career in the NHL.
We are proud of you, Patrick.

[English]

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Mr. Cliff Breitkreuz (Yellowhead, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, over 30
years ago the Liberal Pearson government changed Canada’s flag
and created the B and B commission. Then for years Pierre Trudeau
led the onslaught of the government’s divisive language legisla-
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tion. One by one they were forced to succumb to linguistic
engineering: the civil service, Parliament, the armed forces, crown
corporations, and yes, even the RCMP.

Over the years the billions of dollars spent have added $50
billion to the federal debt, al in the guise of promoting national
unity. | have not even mentioned the weekly chauffeur driven
limousine service between Ottawa and Montreal for the languages
commissioner, courtesy of the Canadian taxpayers.

Now the twins from Quebec are talking of granting distinct
society to the separatists. My gosh, what else will they give the
separatists to keep them in Canada, the rest of the country?

What this distinctly Canadian dilemma deserves is a fresh start,
Reform’s fresh start.

[Translation]

TEAM CANADA

Mrs. Eleni Bakopanos (Saint-Denis, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, FRE
Composites Inc., a company located in Saint-André-Est, in the
Argenteuil region, was part of the last Team Canada mission in
Asia

Team Canada’s visit to Thailand turned out to be beneficia to
this Quebec business, which currently employs 85 people. The
company signed an agreement with a Thai partner to jointly build a
production facility in Bangkok. FRE Composites will provide the
new venture with its manufacturing technology and its skills. The
project is estimated at $4 million.

Team Canada opened the doors for this Quebec company to
export its state-of-the-art technology. This, dear Bloc members, is
another example of the benefits to be gained from being part of the
Canadian team.

[English]

ORDER OF MILITARY MERIT

Mr. Jack Frazer (Saanich—Gulf Idlands, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
Wednesday, Governor Genera Romeo LeBlanc, Commander in
Chief of the Canadian Armed Forces, honoured 52 members of the
regular and reserve forces with the Order of Military Merit,
reminding us that despite current problems, Canada’'s military has
distinguished itself not only in armed conflicts but in peacekeeping
missions and rescue efforts.

Eighty-one year old Air Commodore Leonard Birchall was one
of the 52 distinguished with the Order of Military Merit and is the
first Canadian to receive the fifth clasp to the Canadian forces
decoration, signifying 62 years of honourable military service to
Canada.

While on a reconnaissance patrol on April 4, 1942, Squadron
Leader Birchall sighted Japanese ships swiftly moving in for a

surprise attack on Ceylon. He aerted the British fleet of the
impending attack but was then shot down and taken as a Japanese
prisoner of war.

As the senior prisoner, he made continual athough not always
successful efforts to protect his fellow prisoners from brutality. For
his efforts he was awarded the British Empire Medal for Gallantry
and Winston Churchill dubbed him the saviour of Ceylon.

| am sure this House joins me in congratulating Len Birchall.

* * %

® (1115)

[Translation]

CLANDESTINEWORK

Mr. Mark Assad (Gatineau—L a L iévre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it
istimeall levels of government start taking measures to address the
issue of the underground economy, which is getting worse. This
situation is largely due to the over-regulation imposed by the
governments themselves, unions and other stakeholders.

All these regulations have a price, which is paid directly or
indirectly by the public, mainly consumers, who find they have to
pay a lot of money for services. It is obvious that the problem of
clandestine work will get worse.

The time has come to implement reforms to make clandestine
work unappealing, not only for workers, but also for consumers.
One of the first measures should be that al bidders who are
awarded government contracts comply with the law and be sub-
jected to a compulsory verification.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]

CULTURE

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Canadian Heritage.

Twenty-two groups from the cultural sector of Canada and of
Quebec, representing 900,000 workers, have unanimously peti-
tioned the Canadian government to maintain and strengthen exist-
ing cultural protection measures. This request comes on the heels
of the statement by the Minister for International Trade that
cultural protection measures that have been around for 30 years are
going to be scrapped.

Yesterday, the Deputy Prime Minister told us that cabinet was
unanimous on the cultural question. If that isthe case, how can she
explain the statements by her colleague at international trade, who
said that the rules of Canadian ownership and Canadian content are
obstacles to the cultural development of Canada and of Quebec?
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Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | think that when we
respond unanimously to the demands of cultural groups this
morning, it is by saying that we wish to do everything we can not
just to strengthen existing cultural protection, but to improve it
for the twenty-first century.

We know that we are living in atime of turbulent change, and we
want to be prepared and to be on the cutting edge when it comes to
new cultural possibilities, as we were when we became the first
country to set up a CRTC.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, we were perhaps the first country in the world to set up a
CRTC, but we are perhaps also the first country in the world to
have sold ourselves down theriver, when we look at what happened
with Ginn Publishing, Power DirecTv and DMX.

Given what went on in the past, how can the Deputy Prime
Minister expect us to believe her when she tells us that her
government is defending the cultural sovereignty of Quebec and of
Canada?

[English]

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the question asked by the
hon. member deserves a very serious answer because Canadian
culture gives us two opportunities as a country. First is it tells our
story to ourselves which is essential for our survival as a country.
Second is it creates amost a million Canadian value added
knowledge based jobs.

When we came in as agovernment three and a half years ago, we
pledged to do everything possible to create Canadian jobs for
Canadians. One of the great success stories in Canadian job
creation over the last decade has been the cultural sector. Certainly
we are going to be working very closely with al departments to
make sure that not only do Canadian cultural jobs continue to grow
but most important that Canadians have the opportunity to tell
Canadian stories to ourselves.

[Translation]

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, redly, | think the Deputy Prime Minister is living on
another planet. Her government has not created jobs, jobs, jobs in
the cultural area. It has cut, cut, cut those jobs, with all the funding
it took away from the NFB, Telefilm Canada and the CBC, to name
a few. Enough is enough.

® (1120)

When the American secretary likes what the Minister of Interna
tional Trade is saying, we have a problem.

Oral Questions

The heritage minister seems to be the only one in cabinet who
thinks that measures are necessary to protect and develop the
Canadian and Quebec cultures. Can she guarantee the House that
she will give it her full attention?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Yes, Mr. Speaker.

CANADIANBROADCASTING CORPORATION

Mr. Gaston L eroux (Richmond—Wolfe, BQ): Mr. Speaker, we
will take the minister’s word for it. Since she will be giving it her
full attention, | would remind her that the four CBC ex-presidents,
Al Johnson, Pierre Juneau, Tony Manera and Laurent Picard, as
well as the Commissioner of Official Languages, say that the CBC
no longer has the means to fulfil its mandate. The Liberal govern-
ment has cut its appropriation by $414 million since it was elected.

Can the Minister of Canadian Heritage explain to us the differ-
ence between the Reform Party, who wants to cut budgets by a
third, and her own government, which has aready cut the CBC
budget by a third?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first of al, it isincorrect
to claim that we have cut the CBC budget by a third, Second, we
have followed the advice of the hon. member for Rimouski—Té-
miscouata, who said on March 16 1995: “If any cuts are needed,
there are big ones to be made at CBC”. That is what we did, we
followed the advice of the member for Rimouski—Témiscouata.

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the newspa-
per headlines spoke of an ““Unprecedented crisisat CBC”. Need |
remind the minister of the words of her colleague at National
Defence, who said the existence of the CBC is no longer justified?

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe): Mr. Speaker, concerning the
abolished positions, the Minister of Canadian Heritage is showing
her total lack of consideration for the CBC and its employees. Last
December 15, she claimed only 19 people had lost their jobs at
CBC, whereas the total is calculated at 4,000.

If the minister really has the CBC's interests at heart, and if she
has the unanimous backing of cabinet, will she cancel the $200
million in budget cuts slated for next year?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, once again the hon.
member’s statements are wrong. If the hon. member is really
honest when he speaks of cuts, why does he not go and talk to his
colleague, the Quebec Minister of Culture and Communications,
who has cut half the jobs at Télé-Québec? There were 580
employees in 1995, and only 329 were left in 1996.
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We have made some hard decisions, but we have acted fairly,
and have made fewer cuts and abolished fewer positions than his
colleague, the Quebec Minister of Culture and Communications
cut at Télé-Québec.

[English]

PUBLICINQUIRIES

Mr. Preston Manning (Calgary Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, there is a disturbing pattern emerging with respect to the
government’s handling of public inquiriesinto wrongdoing causing
death.

When it came to the tainted blood deaths and the murder
cover-up in Somalia, the Liberals were very eager to investigate
Tory wrongdoing. However, when the inquiry started to get too
close for Liberal comfort and too close to the top, there were
government induced delays, government induced legal challenges,
document tampering by government officials and political interfer-
ence.

In the case of the Somalia inquiry, after the government had
caused half of the delay, it tells the commissioners they are out of
time.

What is the government going to do to ensure that Canadians
learn the truth, the whole truth and not just the Tory truth about the
tainted blood tragedy, the Somalia scandal and the botched airbus
investigation?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of National Defence and
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | think the time
is rapidly coming to a point where the hon. leader of the Reform
Party is going to have to state clearly what his view of inquiries
should be.

As | have aluded to on a number of occasions in this place, in
September he was asking usto guarantee that we would close down
the Somalia inquiry before the election was held.

® (1125)

To go beyond that, it is very important for the Canadian peopleto
know whether the |eader of the Reform Party believes that once an
inquiry has begun it should be allowed to continue until everyone
who isinvolved with the inquiry, either as a commissioner, a party
or alawyer, is satisfied that everything has been done. If that isthe
position the hon. leader of the Reform Party is taking, then he
should say so because it has huge implications for Canadians and
for inquiries to get to the truth in a reasonable amount of time.

Mr. Preston Manning (Calgary Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the minister does not answer my question, but | believe he
makes reference to my remarks to the Prime Minister when | asked
him to guarantee that the results of the Somalia inquiry would be
made available before the next election; not half a report, not a

cover-up report, not awhitewash report but results that answer the
questions.

Does the minister understand the word results: names, dates,
times, acts committed, acts not committed by ministers, Liberal
and Tory, deputy ministers, generals, high ranking officials who
had anything to do with murder and cover-up in Somalia?

How can the minister guarantee that those results, the whole
truth, will be forthcoming from an inquiry when government
induced delays and political interferences are making it impossible
for it to complete its work?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of National Defence and
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, alot of Cana-
dians are paying a lot of attention to this. | want to make sure,
again, that | provide the opportunity to the leader of the Reform
Party to explain to this place and to Canadians what he really
means.

What he said on September 17 was. “To ensure there is no
ultimate cover-up in the Somalia inquiry, will the Prime Minister
guarantee to this House that the results of the Somaliainquiry will
be made fully public before the next election?”

He can play al the semantic games he wants. He knows that you
cannot go to an inquiry and force it to hear witnesses it does not
want to hear; nor can you force it to give results before the election
if the inquiry is not over. Results are provided when the work is
done, and that is what we have asked it to do.

Mr. Preston Manning (Calgary Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the minister, as is his custom, resorts to bluster and fluster to
avoid the real question, what the government has done from day
one on Somaliaand on Krever and on the botched airbus investiga-
tion.

If | had to sum up the Liberal government’s approach to integrity
and accountability—and that is what we are getting at—I would
have to say that it has gone from the red book to whitewash. The
Americans have Whitewater; what we have here is whitewash.
Answers to the Krever inquiry, whitewash; answers to what
happened in Somalia, whitewash.

Why has the government chosen to whitewash the facts rather
than give Canadians the truth about the tainted blood scandal and
the Somalia murder cover-up?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of National Defence and
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, sooner or later
my hon. friend, the leader of the Reform Party, is going to have to
decide how he wants to do this.

This is the manual prepared by the Reform Party to guide it
through question period and its strategy for this session. Thisis a
direct quote from section 13 of the Reform manual: * Questions
should not be used to get straight information. That is a primitive
use of question period that we have now passed” .
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What is the point of trying to get to the bottom of something
when the leader of the Reform Party says that he does not want
any straight answers? The shame of it is he cannot even ask a
straight question.

[Translation]

BILL C-46

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Justice.

Yesterday, the Supreme Court gave its decision on the disclosure
of the victim’'s records in sexua cases. In afive to four decision,
the mgjority of the justices ordered a stay of proceedingsin a case
of sexual assault, because a rape crisis centre had destroyed the
records of the victim, which the accused had requested in his
defence.

How is it that the bill introduced in June 1996, which was
intended to severely limit access to victims' records, has not yet
been passed? This bill was introduced in June 1996, and still today
the minister has done nothing to moveit along. Will the minister do
anything to hasten the passing of this bill?

® (1130)

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as the hon. member said, Bill C-46
was introduced in June to resolve all issues relating to persona
records for complainants in criminal matters before the courts.

Last Tuesday, we began debate at second reading of this bill. |
hope that in the coming days and weeks we will complete debate at
second reading and be able to send the bill to committee.

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, since June 1996, the Supreme Court has had time to hand
down two decisions against victims. | can assure the minister of the
full co-operation of the official opposition in passing Bill C-46 as
quickly as possible.

Will the minister undertake to have Bill C-46 passed before the
next election to ensure victims of sexual crimes enjoy full protec-
tion?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | undertake to do everything within
my power to ensure that the bill is passed as quickly as possible.

[English]

KREVER INQUIRY

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the Deputy
Prime Minister blurted out yesterday that the shredding of sensitive

Oral Questions

documents from the blood committee was wrong. Those docu-
ments happened to cover the period of time, 1982 to 1984, when
the Liberal government was in power.

Victims of this tragedy want to know why the shredder was
rewarded with a golden handshake instead of being punished, for
surely wrong is wrong.

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | wish the member would pay some
attention to what the government has done to this point.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Volpe: It is not a priority of the Reform Party to have
members in government respect to due process. What the member
will appreciate is that the department followed al the guidelines
dictated by—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Volpe: | gather you do not want the answer, but | am going
to give it to you anyway. It may not come down all that well. The
department has co-operated both with the inquiry and with the
commissioner with respect to access to information and in all cases
complied fully.

What the member will also want to appreciate is that the
department had in its possession a preliminary report on December
3, which is incumbent on governments. Members will appreciate
that kind of report has to satisfy the requirements under the Access
to Information Act which says that al investigations must be
conducted in private. Those under investigation have a right to
have a normal lifestyle until there is a final report.

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the parliamenta-
ry secretary talks about co-operation with the inquiry. Listen to the
story that comes out of the commissioner’s attempt to get at the
facts on the shredding.

The first thing the department did was try to block him in court
with alegal challenge. The second thing the department did waslie
to him to say that the documents did not even exist. Now the
commissioner has to go back. Heisinquiring about why it blocked
him.

The victims simply ask one thing: why is this government
continually blocking the truth for them, not for me but for them?

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that the hon. member
opposite would try to draw sympathy for a very tragic situation.

He will recall—and if he does not, other members will—that it
was Liberal Party members on this side of the House who called for
the Krever inquiry in the first place. Second, they insisted it have
access to al the information. Third, the department did comply.
The hon. Minister of Health ensured all information would come
forward.
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All the preliminary recommendations from the Krever inquiry
were complied with immediately as they related to the federa
government. The only questions that came out of the Krever
inquiry led to this question. Once the Minister of Health received
the final report he acted on it immediately. That was on January 21
and on January 30 he handed that fina report to the solicitor
general.

There is no cover-up. Wake up.

[Translation]

PEARSON AIRPORT

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the deputy prime minister.

On the issue of the cancellation of the Pearson airport privatiza-
tion deal, the transport minister confirmed that the government is
ready to settle out of court with the Pearson developers. Also, we
have learned that more than four tentative out of court settlements
had been negotiated between the developers and the federa
government but that, each time, the deal was rejected by the prime
minister’s office.

Will the government acknowledge that it is secretly negotiating
with the Pearson developers an out of court settlement that could
cost between $85 million and $100 million to Quebec and Cana-
dian taxpayers?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member's question is based on a number
premises which in fact are totally speculative and in many cases
wrong.

| can assure him that | have absolutely no knowledge of any
negotiations currently taking place with Pearson airport’s T1 and
T2 corporation.

Obviously in any legal dispute there is the possibility of a
settlement. As a general rule it isin the best interest of parties to
arrange for settlement out of court. But | have absolutely no
knowledge of any such discussions taking place at the present time.
The question simply is based on false information and is inaccu-
rate.

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, will the minister acknowledge that the government’s
current strategy isto play for time before the next elections, even if
that could cost taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars more?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | do not understand why the Bloc which up to now has had
amuch more precise and specific approach to this question should
now be adopting Reform Party tactics.

The assumption that there are hundreds of millions of dollars out
there which are smply going to be picked up by this consortiumis
fase. Were it true that the company is losing al this money it
would obviously mean at the same time that the contract that was
originally signed was not one in good faith, not one that should
have been signed. The government in declaring that was against the
public interest is entirely correct.

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, today’s
unemployment figures have exposed the appalling Liberal-Tory
record on job creation. Every time these figures come out we hear
the finance minister proclaim how well they are doing compared
with the G-7. But the facts simply do not bear that out.

In fact, according to G-7 figures Japan, the U.S. and Britain all
have far better records with respect to unemployment than Canada
has. Canada’s unemployment rate at 9.7 per cent today is much
higher than the OECD average of 8.5 per cent.

For the 76th month in a row we have had unemployment well
above 9 per cent. The Liberals have had three and ahalf yearsto fix
this problem. How in the world can the finance minister explain the
government’s disastrous performance in keeping its promise of
jobs, jobs, jobs?

Hon. Douglas Peters (Secretary of State (International Fi-
nancial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the question the hon.
member raises is one of extreme importance. Jobs are the priority
for our government. The labour force survey that just came out
which showed only an increase of 5,000 jobsin the last month was

disappointing.

But let me add that there are some very positive items in that
report. There were 32,000 full time jobs created last month. There
have been 91,000 jobs created since last September, just in the last
few months. Almost all the forecasters indicate that this year will
be a strong job growth year, a strong economic growth year.

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, that is
fine rhetoric, but frankly it does not pay the rent. | would suggest
that the only jobs the minister is concerned about are Liberal jobs,
which is why there is such a theme of cover-up in this place.

In three and a half years the government has raised taxes 35
times. It sucked up another $24 billion from taxpayers. That is the
redlity.
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When is the finance minister going to get it through his head that
the high tax policies in this country are killing Canadian jobs?

Hon. Douglas Peters (Secretary of State (International Fi-
nancial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, when are members of
the Reform Party going to get it through through their heads that
lowering taxes for the wealthy and increasing taxes for the poor is
not going to create jobs. It is going to destroy jobs. That isthe basis
for the tax policy of the Reform Party.

The policies of the government have created almost 800,000 jobs
in the past three years and that is a good record.

PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES

Mr. Andy Scott (Fredericton—York-Sunbury, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Human Resources
Development.

One of the recommendations of the recent task force on disabili-
ty issues calls on the Department of Human Resources Devel op-
ment to recommit itself to delivering mainstream programs in a
way that includes Canadians with disabilities.

What actions have been or will be taken by the department to
assure Canadians with disabilities that commitment will hold true
throughout the department, throughout the regions and throughout
local HRD offices across Canada.

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Government of Canada has
alwaystaken aleadership role in addressing the interests of persons
with disabilities. We had a very impressive task force on which the
member for Fredericton—York-Sunbury has actually helped us. |
thank him very much for his creativity and for his advice on this
issue.

That is the reason why the vocational rehabilitation of disabled
persons program received an extension until March 1998. We have
made assisting persons with disabilities one of the key priorities of
the work of the Ministerial Council on Socia Policy Reform and
Renewal in tasks that we are doing with the provinces as well.

In addition, | have tasked my senior officials to develop action
plans for HRDC to ensure that we move forward and integrate the
disability issues across all of our programs and all of businesses
across the country.

Oral Questions

[Translation]

PEARSON AIRPORT

Mr. Roger Pomerleau (Anjou—Riviere-des-Prairies, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, my question is directed to the Minister of Transport.

The present Prime Minister, in referring to the privatization of
Pearson airport during the last election campaign, said that the
promoters would, and | quote, “initiate projects that would be
worth up to $200 million annually”. However, lawyers for the
federal government are now in court to try and prove that the
profits of private promoters at Pearson were in no way excessive,
but their experts claim that the promoters could have lost as much
as $180 million.

Are we to conclude from the government's defence in the
Pearson saga that Ottawa cancelled an agreement that would have
been profitable for Canadian taxpayers and for travellers, and al
this smply to support the partisan commitments of the Prime
Minister?

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, this question and others from the Bloc Quebecois indicate
that Bloc members fail to understand what the Pearson case is all
about.

The previous government negotiated a less than perfect agree-
ment on Pearson with a private company. As soon as it came to
power, our government tried to repair the damage that was done by
cancelling the agreement. We have just ceded Pearson to a non-
profit airport authority, like the ones in Montreal, Vancouver,
Calgary, Edmonton and other locations.

We have never stopped saying we will accept only a fair
agreement between the complainants and the taxpayers.

Mr. Roger Pomerleau (Anjou—Riviere-des-Prairies, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, we redlize that al this may cost taxpayers tens of
millions of dollars, without ever getting at the truth of the matter,
as in other cases now being pursued.

Why will the minister not admit that his government preferred to
make some political hay out of attacking the Conservativesin this
petty way instead of getting down to the bottom of al this and
ordering a public inquiry, something the Bloc Quebecois has been
demanding for more than three years? Is the present government
afraid that a public inquiry would reveal cases of patronage among
Liberals as well as Conservatives?

® (1145)

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member and his party till fail to understand the
present situation. The complainants are more interested in obtain-
ing compensation for what they see as foregone profits. Their
demands are unreasonable.
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The government twice introduced legislation to provide for an
acceptable settlement, legislation that was defeated in the Senate
with its Conservative majority.

| repeat that we do not intend to pay compensation for so-called
profits that did not materialize and which are totally hypothetical.

[English]

GRAIN

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Vegreville, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the minister of agriculture.

Grain movement on the prairiesis at astandstill, causing farmers
real hardship. The government removed the Crow subsidy on grain
freight, more than doubling farmers' freight costs with a promise
that things would work better. Does the agriculture minister believe
that things are working better, as he promised?

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, obviously the linkage the hon. gentle-
man draws between the former Crow subsidy and the situation with
grain movement currently on the prairiesis not avalid or appropri-
ate linkage at all.

As | indicated yesterday in the House in response to a question
from the NDP, the facts are that we have had avery difficult winter
season, with heavy snowfalls and particularly cold temperatures. |
went on to observe that that in itself cannot be regarded as a valid
excuse.

Therailways have an obligation to provide sufficient locomotive
power to pull the grain from the prairies through the Rockies to the
port positions and also eastward to Thunder Bay. Obviously the
level of performance in the last number of weeks has not been
satisfactory and the railways are obliged to do a better job.

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Vegreville, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, farmers
and Reform MPs stressed the importance of dealing with the rail
car allocation problem, removing fixed freight rates and making
other changes to introduce competition into the system before
removing the Crow benefit and before the new transportation act
was signed.

The minister refused to do this and must be held accountable.
Every day grain does not move farmers pay dearly. What will the
minister do to fix this mess that his government has imposed on
farmers? What is he going to do to get grain moving again?

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the railways have indicated they are
taking steps to add to the locomotive power available in western
Canada for grain movement. That is a welcome development. It
may not in itself be enough.

I will be consulting with them in the days immediately ahead as
well as with other players in the grains industry, including the
Canadian Wheat Board, to determine what additional steps can and
should be taken to catch up on the backlog and make sure that by
the end of this shipping season the backlog has been overcome.

Beyond that, al of the players in the grains industry have to
work harder to make sure this does not become a recurring pattern
in our grain transportation system. The railways should be aware
that it is cold every January, it snows every January and they have
to have the machinery in place to cope with it.

* k* %

CULTURAL POLICY

Mr. Clifford Lincoln (Lachine—L ac-Saint-Louis, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Canadian Heritage.

This weekend the minister will be meeting with the leaders of
Canada's cultural sector. Could she tell us what she intends to
achieve from this meeting?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the hon.
member for the question. | know in his capacity as the chair of the
Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage he will be working very
hard toward an overarching cultural policy.

Among the things we want to achieve this weekend are to listen
to the leaders of the Canadian cultural community, to be open to
change and at the same time to reinforce the fact that for the last 25
years we have built a strong critical mass of Canadian artists and
Canadian success stories because of the policies we have
introduced as a government.

PENITENTIARIES

Mr. Art Hanger (Calgary Northeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday | toured Millhaven penitentiary. To put it lightly, the
place is a bloody mess. Prisoners have smashed water lines. They
have strewn debris from range to range. They have demolished
concrete walls. They have assaulted guards and prison staff by
projecting feces and urine at them. This situation is now into its
17th day with total lock-down, riot squad on full stand-by; all the
while these violent thugs are demanding better food and more
recreation. They even get to watch cable TV in their lock-up.

® (1150)

When is the Solicitor General of Canada going to restore order
and discipline by stripping the cells bare, providing only the basics
and auctioning off the prisoners’ TV and entertainment units to pay
for the damage?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | understand that earlier this week
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my hon. colleague, the solicitor general, met with the acting
commissioner of corrections to ensure that the matter was fully
reported to the solicitor general.

She informed my colleague that she and the director general of
security would be at the institution this week to ensure that order is
being maintained and that Correctional Service Canada has and is
putting in place a plan to ensure the security of the staff as well as
the inmates.

Mr. Art Hanger (Calgary Northeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
people in this country are fed up with government inaction and
government sponsored prisoners’ rights. Now prison officials are
talking about negotiating a settlement, if you will, with the
prisoners at Millhaven.

The word of the day is compromise, not responsibility. Negoti-
ations with inmates are absolutely foolhardy.

Why does the solicitor general support criminals and their
demands for more rights and not victims' rights? Where is the
responsibility?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as | reported to the House,
everything is being done to restore order to the prison and to assure
the safety and security of staff and inmates.

As the authorities look at solutions to these difficulties, | doubt
very much that they will be attracted by the simple minded,
medieval and repressive approaches advocated by the hon. mem-
ber.

[Translation]

YOUTH INITIATIVES

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (Lac-Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
my question isfor the Minister of Human Resources Development.

The unemployment rate among young people has been a disaster
throughout 1996 and appears to be heading for a worse showing
this year.

Last march in the budget speech the government announced
$315 million over three years for youth programs. A year later,
nothing has happened, even though the Minister of Human Re-
sources Development said on October 11, and | quote: ““ This fall
we intend to announce a youth initiative””. | have the feeling the
government is waiting for young people to grow old because one
year after it promised new initiatives, we are till waiting.

My question is the same one as six months ago: What is the
minister waiting for to release the funds sitting unused in the
government’s coffers?

Oral Questions

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for Lac-
Saint-Jean for his extremely timely question.

Youth unemployment isagreat concern for the government. This
is the reason why the finance minister allocated an additional $315
million to all other programs we have to help young people enter
the job market in a more appealing manner.

| must say that the situation of young people looking for work is
something we are extremely concerned with. There are are several
in my own riding and | know how important it is for young people
not to lose hope.

This coming week, we are planning—
Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Pettigrew: Mr. Speaker, if | may, | would be pleased to tell
the member for Lac-Saint-Jean that the impatience he has been
showing will soon be addressed as | made sure that the programs
we are going to make public within the next few days will be
extremely well designed in partnership with the private sector.

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (L ac-Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker, |
often say that young people are not only our future, they are our
present. For once, the minister seems to be telling us that, six
months late, he is finally going to announce programs for young
people. | am starting to believe that it takes an election for this
government to spring into action.

® (1155)

Does the minister not think that he should include al the youth
programs, especialy their funding, in the ongoing federal-provin-
cia negotiations on active employment measures?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to be given the
opportunity by the member for Lac-Saint-Jean to stress again our
government’s commitment to disentangle all the issues relating to
training and active employment measures aimed at making it easier
to enter the job market.

As for the employment programs we are hoping to announce
within the next few days, you will see that they are in partnership
with the private sector. These programs come very clearly under
the federal government’s responsibilities, under our constitutional
jurisdiction. They will bring hope and help to young Canadians.

What we need in our society is to give young people the
opportunity to get experience. As a society we need their exuber-
ance.



7840

COMMONSDEBATES

February 7, 1997

Oral Questions
[English]

CULTURAL POLICY

Mr. Jim Abbott (Kootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it has
been very interesting to watch the front bench of the Liberals as
they have brought their cultural policy closer and closer to the
position of the Reform Party. For example, | thank the defence
minister for taking the position that the Reform Party has with
respect to the CBC. Thank you. That is good common sense.

With respect to the international trade minister, he certainly
brings some common sense to this.

My question is for the Minister of Canadian Heritage. At this
meeting she is convening of the cultura elite in Canada, is she
going to bring some forward thinking via the trade minister? As a
matter of fact, has she issued an invitation to the trade minister to
attend this meeting so that we can get some common sense for a
change?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Yes, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Abbott: Now we are getting some place.

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Vic Althouse (Mackenzie, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the labour
force statistics that have been recently issued show that the
employment participation rate for all Canadians hovers between 63
per cent and 64 per cent, and yet we have watched as the
participation rate for young Canadians has dropped from 62.7 per
cent in 1989 to 48.8 per cent in 1996.

Why has the government chosen over the past three and a half
years to ignore the needs of young Canadians for work?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is quite the opposite. The
problems of young Canadians who are looking for work are
something about which we are extremely concerned and want to do
our very best.

The government alocated in the 1996 budget $315 million in
supplementsto all programsthat we have to address their particular
needs. | hope to be in a position to shortly announce programs that
have been designed, in partnership with the private sector, that
address the needs of young Canadians who are looking for work. If
they need experience, we as a society can give it to them. We need
their exuberance and their education.

[Translation]

ZAIRE

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Deputy Prime Minister.

As more than 400,000 refugees remain caught in the middle in
eastern Zaire, the crisis between government forces and rebels
keeps intensifying every day. Humanitarian agencies are evacuat-
ing high risk areas, while refugees flee their camps without any
assistance or food. The situation is catastrophic, as we could see on
television yesterday.

Since the government wanted to take a leadership role when the
crisis first started in November, could the Deputy Prime Minister
tell us today if her government will be as diligent now that the
crisis in Zaire is threatening the safety, and even the lives, of the
hundreds of thousands of refugees who are still in Zaire?

[English]

Hon. Christine Stewart (Secretary of State (Latin America
and Africa), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the government has a continuing
and deep concern about the crisis in Rwanda. It was our hope that
with the new government and the return of the refugees. the
situation would improve. However, in the last few days we have
been alarmed at the massacre of relief workers. It is of great
concern to Canada.

We had been prepared to send a further 10 Canadian human
rights monitors to the situation. We have had to suspend sending
these very capable Canadians to the situation given the crisis.

® (1200)

| have just come to the House this morning from a consultation
with about 200 non-government organizations, academics and
government officials to discuss peace building in situations such as
that found in Rwanda and the Great Lakes area.

The week after next there will be adebate in the United Nations,
in which Canadawill participate fully, to discuss the ongoing crisis
in Rwanda. We are very concerned. We called in the Rwandan
ambassador yesterday. We are doing so again today to discuss this
ongoing issue. We will be happy to keep the House abreast of what
we are doing.

PRESENCE IN GALLERY
TheDeputy Speaker: | wish to acknowledge the presencein the
galery of the hon. Speaker of the legidature of the province of
Ontario, the hon. Chris Stockwell.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.
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POINT OF ORDER
REFORM PARTY YOUTH CONFERENCE

Mr. Monte Solberg (M edicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, as you
know, the Reform Party is holding a youth conference this week-
end. We would like to recognize many of the youth who are here
today.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

TAXATION

Hon. Douglas Peters (Secretary of State (International Fi-
nancial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, further to a request
made in an exchange between the Minister of Finance and his
colleague the hon. member for Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot on
Wednesday, February 5, | am pleased to table alist of tax fairness
measures introduced by this government over the last three years.

* k* %

EXPORT DEVELOPMENT ACT

Hon. Charles Caccia (Davenport, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-368, an act to amend the Export Devel opment Act.

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill flows directly from a chapter in
the red book which is dedicated to sustainable development. It is
intended to encourage the Export Development Corporation, min-
isters of the crown, and the governor in council to exercise powers
under the Export Development Act and when they do so to promote
sustainable development in the exercise of their respective powers.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

* k% *
[Translation]

PETITIONS

HIGHWAY SYSTEM

Mr. Gaston Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36, | wish to table a petition on behalf
of residents of my riding of Richmond—Wolfe, Sherbrooke and
M égantic—Compton—Stanstead asking for a better highway sys-
tem.

The petitioners call the House's attention to the fact that the
national highway policy study identified job creation, economic
development and, more importantly, saving lives, preventing injury

Routine Proceedings

and much lower congestion as benefits of the proposed national
highway program.

| wish to table this petition on behalf of al petitioners.
® (1205)
[English]
ABORTION

Mr. Gar Knutson (Elgin—Norfolk, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have
three petitions.

Thefirst oneis signed by 75 constituents of my riding. They are
asking Parliament to support a binding national referendum to be
held at the time of the next election to ask Canadians whether or not
they are in favour of federa government funding for abortions on
demand.

GASOLINE TAX

Mr. Gar Knutson (Elgin—Norfolk, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
second petition is signed by 25 people from my riding. The
petitioners are requesting Parliament to not increase the federal
excise tax on gasoline in the next federal budget.

HIGHWAY S

Mr. Gar Knutson (Elgin—Norfolk, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
third petition is signed by approximately 60 people from my riding.
The petitioners are calling upon Parliament to urge the federal
government to join with provincia governments to make the
national highway system upgrading possible.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Gurbax Singh Malhi (Bramalea—Gore—Malton, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36 | have the honour of
presenting a petition that Parliament ensure that visitors who abuse
the privilege of a member of Parliament by filing a refugee claim
be deported and that their accomplices face legal proceedings.

ENERGY PRICING REVIEW COMMISSION

Mr. Gurbax Singh Malhi (Bramalea—Gore—Malton, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | have the honour of presenting a second petition
pursuant to Standing Order 36, that Parliament encourage the
establishment of an energy pricing review commission to keep the
pricing of gasoline and other energy products in check.

HIGHWAY S

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this
petition concerns the nationa infrastructure program and is sup-
ported by the Canadian Automobile Association. The petitioners
are caling on Parliament to urge the federal government to join
with the provincial government to make the national highway
system upgrading possible.

Mr. John Maloney (Erie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have three
petitions asking that the national highway system upgrading be
made possible through government measures.
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GASOLINE TAX

Mr. John Maloney (Erie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my second
petition asks the federal government to not increase the federal
excise tax on gasoline in the next budget.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. John Maloney (Erie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my third petition
opposes the addition of the term sexual orientation to the Canadian
Human Rights Act.

CURRENCY

Mr. John Maloney (Erie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have two more
petitions. Oneisthat the federal government take back its power to
create money without interest or debt.

TAXATION

Mr. John Maloney (Erie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my final batch of
petitions requests that Parliament nullify article 21 of the Canada-
U.S. tax treaty asit pertains to the taxing at source to pay credit to
non-residents.

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defenceand Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | ask that all questions be alowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

* Kk %

[Translation]

EXCISE TAX ACT

BILL C-70. NOTICE OF TIME ALLOCATION MOTION

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Labour and Deputy
L eader of the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, an agreement could not be reached under Standing Orders
78(1) or 78(2) with respect to the report stage and the third reading
stage of Bill C-70, an act to amend the Excise Tax Act, the
Federal-Provincial Fiscal Arrangements Act, the Income Tax Act,
the Debt Servicing and Reduction Account Act and related Acts.

Under the provisions of Standing Order 78(3), | give notice that
aminister of the crown will propose at the next sitting a motion to
allot a specific number of days or hours for the consideration and
disposal of proceedings at the said stages.

[English]

SUPPLY

ALLOTTED DAY—SOMALIA INQUIRY

The House resumed consideration of the motion.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Edmonton South-
west was completing his question.

Mr. lan McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, to refresh the memories of hon. members, this debate has to do
with the events which took place in Somalia.

Specifically, | was asking the minister in response to his speech
in this debate questions pertaining to ministeria responsibility, the
relationship between defence command headquarters, the deputy
minister, the chief of defence staff and the then minister of defence,
Kim Campbell.

The terrible events of March 16 were reported to the minister by
the chief of defence staff, John Anderson, and the deputy minister,
Mr. Fowler, on March 18, two days later. At that time the minister
of defence was not informed that there was a potential problem
with criminality.

® (1210)

The minister of defence subsequently read that at that very time,
on March 18, John Anderson had been reported in Maclean's
magazine as saying that there was a suspicion of crimina intent
from the beginning. That means either the chief of defence staff or
the deputy minister misled or were totally incompetent in advising
the minister, the civilian authority to whom they were responsible.
It was not until March 31, almost two weeks later, that the minister
of defence was informed of the events that took place.

That may be incompetence on the minister’s part. It may be
incompetence on the deputy minister’s part. But there was incom-
petence. It was either gross incompetence or a cover-up to protect
the minister.

The deputy minister, Mr. Fowler, retained the confidence of the
government and was appointed to a high ranking position at the
United Nations. Now either Mr. Fowler was lying or covering up,
or he misled, but why would this cover-up have started in the first
place and be allowed to continue? And why would a person who
was involved in it enjoy the continued confidence of the govern-
ment?

Mr. Young: Mr. Speaker, | know the hon. gentleman who has put
the question is a very, very serious member of Parliament and
understands the implications of my trying to comment on the
events he has explained. Please let metry to respond. | do not want
to be evasive in any way but there are implications to the
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statements made by the hon. member that obviously are troubling
to the member and to others.

| want to reiterate to the hon. member that there is absolutely
nothing which precludes the commissioners of the inquiry calling
the current ambassador for Canada to the United Nations, or the
former Prime Minister of Canadawho isnow consul general in Los
Angeles, or anyone else. | know it has been suggested that there is
not sufficient time. However, even as we speak today thereis still a
lot of time between now and the end of March with the commission
of inquiry to report by the end of June.

Although | have been extremely meticulous in not getting
involved in trying to set the agenda in the sense of recommending
that witnesses be heard, or commenting on testimony that may be
heard or allegations that may have been made, | understand the
hon. member’s concerns. | think that the appropriate approach to
this is for him and members of his party to make clear who they
think should be heard from because of the importance of the
testimony that might be forthcoming.

I would simply conclude my response to the hon. member by
saying that the Minister of National Defence at the time this
incident is alleged to have occurred subsequently became the Prime
Minister of Canada. Let us be clear that the Prime Minister of
Canada at that time, prior to the election of our government in late
October of 1993, continued to provide support to that same deputy
minister who remained in the position where he was when she was
Minister of National Defence. | really do not think | can comment
on why that occurred or whether or not there was any fault in the
way the deputy minister communicated with the then Minister of
National Defence who subsequently became the boss of everyone
as the Prime Minister of Canada.

Mr. Jack Frazer (Saanich—Gulf Islands, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
to the minister, | would like to quote Justice L étourneau yesterday
with regard to their ability to hear any witnessthey want to hear. He
said: “It is not true in this respect that we have plenty of time to
call witnesses such as Mr. Fowler and Mr. Anderson. Evidence on
such important matters presented without the possibility of real or
substantial testing risks producing a whitewash of the alleged
cover-up rather than an investigation of it”.

| equate the inquiry somewhat to a jigsaw puzzle. In a jigsaw
puzzle there is a key piece and once that key piece isin place, the
thing makes sense and comes together.

| suggest to the minister that it is not reasonable for the inquiry
to go to the witnesses at the end of the chain before they have
established the rest of the pattern, so that when they ask their
questions they are based on evidence that is directly related to the
individual they are questioning.

Supply

Mr. Young: Mr. Speaker, | understand this hon. member as well
and his deep interest in this matter.

| am very concerned that perhaps thereisan implication, and if it
is not correct | am sure the hon. member will have ample
opportunity to clarify it, that somehow at this stage in February
1997, a long time after the incidents occurred in Somalia, we
should still be proceeding on the basis that every witness, every
document, every incident should be pursued until al of the parties
involved have been included by the commissioners. As the hon.
member knows, there are a huge number of witnesses who have
been heard, in excess of 100. There are over 50 or 60 lawyers
involved on a continuous basis.

® (1215)

| do not believe | can comment on the justices’ remarks with
respect to how much time they have to call witnesses. There have
been witnesses who have been heard for very lengthy periods of
time. There have been efforts made to pursue certain avenues that |
have never commented on. Surely Canadians understand one thing,
that between now and the end of March nothing precludes the
commissioners' hearing those people they feel are appropriate in
that timeframe based on their own agenda.

If they feel that somehow that would distort or convolute the
process that is entirely their prerogative. It is not the view that |
hold, nor does the government hold that view. Seriously, if anyone
is suggesting that this commission of inquiry should continue until
everybody is totally satisfied that every question has been an-
swered to their satisfaction, | do not think anyone believesit would
end before the end of this century.

Mr. Jack Frazer (Saanich—Gulf | slands, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to carry on from the minister’'s comments. |, as much as
anyone, wish this inquiry had been concluded a year ago. |
certainly do not want to seeit extended forever but | do want to see
the answers come out. | think it isvital that the inquiry be allowed
to complete its business.

| want to go on record and recognize the excellent work our
armed forces do. They have been committed in any number of
places, uncomfortable, dangerous and far flung. They have com-
mitted themselves time and time again to the duty to which they
have been assigned. When they commit themselves, they commit
themselves very well. It works.

Therefore | think it is a shame that unhappily the Somali debacle
has cast a cloud over the whole military force, even for me. After
36 years of servicein the air force | left very proud of my service
there. | was a senior officer when | left and now | find that people
who know this almost ask the question *‘ were you one of those who
covers up and does not accept responsibility and doesthis?’ Most
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senior officers do accept their responsibilities. They are good
leaders.

The people who have unhappily been accused in thisinstance are
left sort of hanging out to dry unless their case can be heard in
completeness and therefore they can be found either absolutely
innocent of any wrongdoing or be found to have been inadequate in
some way.

The Liberal government initially resisted the inquiry being
compiled at al. It said no, the situation is being investigated by the
defence department. It was only when Major Armstrong came forth
in November 1994 that the Minister of National Defence at that
time was forced to order an inquiry. Even then with the interlude of
the Christmas break it was sometime in the following year before
he did it and he announced it as an inquiry under the National
Defence Act. This means that once again the inquiry would be
conducted behind closed doors. It would not be open to the public.

On March 20 | demanded in this House that the investigation be
held under the Inquiries Act rather than the National Defence Act.
The next day the minister, and | congratulate him for doing so, saw
the wisdom of this and changed the inquiry to come under the
Inquiries Act, which made it open to the public.

Now we are having the inquiry curtailed when it gets into the
final stages of itsjob. First of all, it was supposed to investigate the
deployment to Somali before the predeployment phase, the during
phase and the post phase, the after phase. It has completed the
predeployment phase. It is nearing the end of its investigation into
the deployment phase. But it will not be able to investigate the
post-deployment phase because of the arbitrary curtailment of the
inquiry put in by the Minister of National Defence.

® (1220)

| see this as blatant political interference in a judicial inquiry.
The minister by his action is denying people who have had
accusations flung against them to be heard in full, to have justice
donethem. That seems unfair. Justice Latourneau has said that if he
cannot hear people, he will make no judgment. | think that is
absolutely right. If we have not given people a chance to testify to
be heard, to be examined, then it is not fair to find them.

What this meansis that there may be people who are responsible
and were responsible who will not be held accountable for their
actions. | think that is not fair.

Also, look at what this decision is going to mean to future
inquiries. What will people say when they are asked to participate
on an inquiry? They will say “Am | going to get two-thirds of the
inquiry? Will | involve myself in this thing which might turn out to
be a fiasco that is cut short because of the arbitrary whim of some
political minister?’ If that does happen, we are going to lose in
Canada a tremendous capability to examine and assure that justice

isbeing donein all aspects of government. It goesto the integrity,
the impartiality and the independence of the commission.

The minister mentioned in his comments if the Reform Party
wanted to suggest to the commissioners some witnesses we think
they should hear. To me that is me interfering with the inquiry. The
commissioners have established a standing for various people. |
assume they have done that in recognition of the information and
thefactsthisindividual hasto present to the commission and others
have been denied. It is not for me to tell the commissioners how to
do their job.

Mr. Speaker, | neglected to mention that | will be splitting my
time with the member for Edmonton Southwest.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member then will have about
four minutes left.

Mr. Frazer: Thank you. Also, | would like to point out that this
inquiry has been hamstrung by the very peopleit isinvestigating to
alarge extent. Documents were withheld, information was slow to
come forward. Then we had that magic Easter egg hunt where
people were shut down for a day and they went through al their
files and they amassed a whole gigantic bunch of information that
was then presented to the commission. | understand there were
absolutely thousands of pages of testimony that the commission
then had to do through, page by page, because it cannot overlook
anything. It might omit something important. This was a deliberate
withholding of evidence for the commission and it caused a delay.

No one doubts that the problem in Somalia was one of command
and control. That command and control stretched from the theatre
right the way back to national defence headquarters in Ottawa. It
also had to do with leadership and discipline. The people on the
ground obviously were not properly led nor were they properly
disciplined. We are hearing stories of things that went on that are
just unacceptable, whether it be in an operationa situation or
anywhere.

When the murder of Shidane Arone took place, it was in a
relatively small compound with at least 80 people in the vicinity
who could not have helped but heard what was going on. Yet none
of them intervened, and | do not understand why.

Where was the platoon commander, where was the regimental
sergeant-major, where was the company sergeant-major, where was
the company commander? How could they let this go on and not
interfere or intervene? | know there were a number of people who
actually went into the bunker and saw this going on and they chose
not to take action. Thisistotally unacceptable and should not have
been allowed.

The problem | think is that we cannot fix something we do not
know is broken. We have to find out what has gone wrong before
we can say ‘‘this isthe problem, now we can fix it"". | do not know
just how that can be accomplished unless we go right to the end of
the chain and say “‘ Thisiswhat happened. Thiswas the input. This
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was how it was dealt with”. If the dealing with it was inadequate,
then it is only appropriate that we finish it.

® (1225)

| want to go to the minister’s comments with regard to my
leader’s submission. He has mentioned a number of times. | quote
the leader of the Reform Party from Hansard on September 17,
1996, page 4308: ‘“Mr. Speaker, to ensure there is no ultimate
cover-up in the Somaliainquiry, will the Prime Minister guarantee
to this House that the results of the inquiry will be made fully
public before the next federal election?’ In no way does this
suggest that the inquiry should be shut down. It merely says
completed.

The Prime Minister and his government were elected in October
1993 for five years, which gives them until October 1998. My
leader does not call the election; the Prime Minister calls the
election, and he can call it whenever he wantsto. If heis not afraid
of the inquiry coming out, why does he not wait until the inquiry
reports and then call the election?

I will now propose an amendment to the mation.

| move:

That the motion be amended by deleting al of the words after the word ‘“inquiry”’
and adding the following:

**and directing the commission to make its final report as soon as possible but not
later than December 31, 1997".

The Deputy Speaker: The motion is in order.

Mr. lan McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | would like to ask my colleague from Saanich—Gulf Islands,
who has over 36 years of military experience, to explore further the
notion of the culture that allowed the horrific events of March 16 to
happen and the horrific events that took place before March 16.

In the member’s military experience is it possible in a closed
environment of a military base for a corporal to find himself in a
situation in a bunker with nobody else knowing about it, with
nobody else accepting responsibility other than one sergeant?

Mr. Frazer: Mr. Speaker, | have said this beforeand | believe it
in my heart. If | had been the commander on scene this would not
have happened. It would not have happened because my personnel
would have known that | would not alow it to happen. It would not
be acceptable to me.

The member for Edmonton Southwest has put his finger on alot
of the problem. Problems were evident in the airborne regiment
before it was deployed. These problems were made known to
higher headquarters, yet the people who were recommended to be
left at home were still taken there. It was one of those people who
was recommended to be left at home who was found to have
committed the crime.

Supply

Obviously there is a problem somewhere along the line.

® (1230)

Weas it in Petawawa? Weas it at land force headquarters in
Ontario? Was it at national defence headquarters? Where was it? |
am not sure. | guess the commission has that information. Obvious-
ly the military culture does not accept this sort of behaviour as
being normal.

What is required is to establish how this aberration happened,
how it was allowed to happen and who was responsible for having
not taken action to rectify it.

Mr. lan McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | am very pleased to take part in thisdebate. | want to takeitina
dlightly different direction and try to put a somewhat more human
face on the actual tragedy that befell one particular individual, Kyle
Brown.

| would also like to show how the terrible circumstances of
March 16, 1993 in Somaliainextricably linked three lives and how
these lives were affected so differently as aresult of it. There was
the Somalia teenager, Shidane Arone, who was tortured and killed,
for which there is no excuse; Robert Fowler, who was at that time
the deputy minister of defence; and Kyle Brown, who at that time
was a corporal in the Canadian Armed Forces serving in Somalia.

| joined the navy when | was 17. When | joined the navy it was
readly thefirst timein my lifethat | learned a sense of brotherhood.
It wasthefirst timein my life that | ever felt | was just the same as
everyone else because | grew up on the other side of the tracks. As
with many people who are in the military for the first time, it isthe
first time that they really get a foundation. One of the tragediesis
the fact that we do not have a military any longer that allows for
this kind of involvement, citizenship, renewal and growth.

| want to get back to the specific situation of trooper Kyle
Brown. He was born and raised in Alberta. When he was 14 years
of age, Kyle's mother died of a drug overdose. A year later his
father committed suicide. Kyle Brown and an elder sister raised
and helped look after a younger sibling. Kyle Brown was a
struggler and afighter al hislife. Kyle Brown did not come from a
privileged background. He came from a background that many
Canadians come from, of struggle, and joining the Canadian
Armed Forces was the pinnacle of hislife. He was so proud of this
and worked so hard to get in. He did not get in right away. Hehad to
work to get into the armed forces.

| know something of the way the military works, having joined
the navy when | was 17. When | saw the results of what had
happened in Somalia | thought it was passing strange. It was
wrong. There was something inherently not correct in the fact that
the lowest ranking member found himself with five yearsin jail,
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yet the very people who alowed the culture to develop got
nothing. It just did not seem right.

When | was in the service, if the ship hit an iceberg the captain
was at fault. It did not matter who was on the bridge. It had to do
with responsibility. It goes all the way up the line to ministerial
responsibility. In our culture, in a greater sense, the fact is that we
as legidators or leaders accept the mantle of responsibility that
comes with leadership we must also accept responsibility.

| initiated a meeting with Kyle Brown because | wanted to speak
with him to find out what was going on but, more importantly, |
wanted to say to Kyle Brown: ‘‘Look, Kyle, what went on is
inexcusable but you are not alone. Some of us know that we all bear
some responsibility for what has happened to you™.

| first met Kyle Brown when he was in the Edmonton maximum
security pena ingtitution. It was the first time | had ever been in
such an ingtitution. | went through all the checks and the clanging
doorsto get in to seethisman. At our very first meeting he was gun
shy because everybody he had encountered in a position of
authority had screwed him and had worked him over some way:
journalists who had used him for a story and had dropped him; the
military justice system that screwed him right from the beginning.
Kyle Brown, by turning over the film, incriminated himself and
prevented a cover-up from happening. This is the individua who
by knowingly incriminating himself prevented a cover-up from
happening, knowing full well that he would end up carrying the can
for it. Nobody else would. He ended up in jail.

® (1235)

| believe that denotes character of the highest order. It is
character from a person who did not come from a privileged
background. Contrast that to the character of another person
involved in this, Robert Fowler. He came from a privileged
background. He had a position of high mora authority in our
nation. What did he do? He mided the Minister of National
Defence, to whom he was responsible, for one reason or another
and as a consequence he was l€eft in his position, either because the
Prime Minister of the day was incompetent and did not remove him
or for another reason. That person is still enjoying the confidence
of the government.

| visited the person at the other end of this, the one that showed
character by incriminating himself to ensure that a cover-up did not
happen. He knew right from the beginning that what was going on
was wrong. He knew his participation in it was wrong. He
participated in it because of the culture of the regiment of which he
was a part. He was a minor serving person.

| saw him in jail. He had tears in his eyes. He said: | bear the
responsibility for this in the eyes of every single citizen of this
country. | am the lowest form of life. | joined the army and when |
went to Somalia | wanted to bring honour to our country. | wanted

to come back to Canada having brought glory to my country and to
my regiment. Instead | am in jail. Other people that were involved
inthisare scurrying for cover. No one has accepted responsibility” .

The statement which | am about to quote is in response to
questions posed at a parole board hearing when Kyle Brown was at
Bowden waiting to get out. | would point out as well that Kyle
Brown had to pay for his defence himself. His sister went into debt
to pay for his defence because he had no confidence in the military
justice system. The first two counsel who went to Somalia took the
first two peoplein theline of the people who had been charged. The
other four people in line had no defence whatsoever. The first two
people got off. The other four got charged. After that, because they
are not stupid over there, they realized that anybody who came
forward with any information was charged, so no one else came
forward with information.

Kyle Brown said at his parole hearing: ““A soldier is taught to
obey orders without question. He is aso taught that he has the
moral obligation not to execute an illegal command’’. Kyle Brown
has said to me and to others: *‘| got what | deserved. | knew better
and | should not have done it. | did it. | should have fought to
protect him. | was wrong. | accept the punishment | got””. But why
the hell did anybody else not end up in jail? Why did the person
who allowed the culture to develop not end up in jail? Why is Bob
Fowler, who was the deputy minister of defence who misled the
defence minister, at the United Nations representing our country?

Kyle Brown said further at his hearing: *‘ The thing that we are
not told is what to do in a situation where superiors not only give
illegal commands but execute them” . What do you do in asituation
in Somalia where the senior non-commissioned officers are going
around drunk? There is no leadership. There is no accountability.
Then the lowest ranking member of the armed forces ends up in
jail. What kind of asignal does that send to everybody else in the
armed forces? That is what we are talking about here.

® (1240)

We are talking about people in positions of authority accepting
the responsibility for their positions and not sloughing it off to
somebody else like the corporal who showed character while the
deputy minister showed none. That is what this is all about.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, first | want
to congratulate the two Reform members who spoke on behalf of
their party.

| have had the pleasure of working with the hon. member for
Saani ch—Gulf Islands whom, | think, isatrue gentleman. The hon.
member was in the military for a number of years. He knows the
problems that plague the Canadian forces. We sat together on the
joint committee. The hon. member for Saanich—Gulf Islands
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knowswhat he istalking about when he discusses the morale of our
troops.

| also want to congratulate the other member who spoke. |
believe these people, like us, want to get at the truth.

At this point in time, it is estimated that the inquiry will have
cost $25 million. However, the really sad thing is that we will still
not know exactly what happened after, Canadians will not know
how some tried to hide the facts, and this is an aberration.
Canadians can accept the spending of money, provided it is done

properly.

There is a problem in the Canadian forces. There are, and my
party certainly agrees, extraordinary people in the military. There
are people who work hard, but the morale of our troopsis currently
being undermined, and we think it is coming from the top. Thisis
why we must do whatever is necessary.

What we are asking, and | see that the Reform Party agrees with
us, is for an extension of a few months, not 10 years, just a few
months.

| want to ask the hon. member if, based on his experience, he
believes the Bloc Quebecois and the Reform Party are asking for a
reasonable extension. Does he think this would allow us to get at
the truth and then take the necessary steps to correct the situation?

[English]

Mr. McClelland: Mr. Speaker, in my view the only way that we
will ever retain any confidence—not just us but the Canadian
people and the military—in it is to exorcise all the ghosts and
demons. No matter how long it takes and no matter how much it
costs, it will be worth it.

L et me bring one more instance into this. Sergeant Mark Boland
was asleep at the time that this took place. He was a section
commander. He accepted responsibility for what happened because
it happened on his watch. Even though he was not on site, these
people were under his direct command and he accepted responsi-
bility. He pleaded guilty to dereliction of responsibility because it
happened. He did a plea bargain and got nine months.

Heis acareer military person. He recognized it was wrong. The
military said: ““Okay, plead guilty. We will give you nine months
and you can get on with your life”. He got his nine months and then
the military appealed. Then he got over ayear and they could then
kick him out.

Mark Boland was an exemplary career soldier. If the commis-
sion wants to hear horror stories about what really went on in
Somalia it should interview him. Mark Boland was given a direct
order by a superior commissioned officer who was pissed out of his

Supply

mind to shoot a Somali in cold blood. He would not do it. All the
commission had to do is ask him.

Mark Boland does not have standing before the commission.
How can this possibly be? When the military police came to Mark
Boland's home in Petawawa to arrest him the second time, they did
soin front of hiswife and children. He hauled him out of his home
with his children screaming: * Daddy, what is happening? What is
going on?”

This was the kind of treatment afforded the lower deck as
differentiated from the treatment afforded the upper deck. That is
why there isamoral e problem in the Canadian Armed Forces today
and people do not have to be rocket scientists to figure it out.

® (1245)
[Translation]

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, right
off the bat, | want to say that | will be sharing my time with the hon.
member for Hochelaga—Maisonneuve.

“The most important asset of government is the confidence it
enjoys of the citizens to whom it is accountable. This erosion of
confidence seems to have many causes: some have to do with the
behaviour of certain elected politicians, others with an arrogant
style of political leadership. The people are irritated with govern-
ments that do not consult them, or that disregard their views, or that
try to conduct key parts of the public business behind closed
doors.” These wise words are not from me, but from the red book
of the Liberal Party of Canada. It goes on to say: “A Libera
government will take a series of initiatives to restore confidence in
the ingtitutions of government.”

During the election campaign, the Liberal Party came out as a
model of integrity, advocating integrity and transparency, wanting
to restore the public confidence in politicians and their institutions.
Instead, Liberals have become masters of cover-ups, shady deals,
obfuscation, hidden and hypocritical actions.

It iswith great pleasure that | support the motion put forward by
my hon. colleague from Shefford, which reads as follows:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should commit itself to having
full light shed on the events occurring before, during and after the deployment of
Canadian troops to Somalia, by extending the mandate of the Commission of Inquiry
until December 31, 1997.

Just as the commission itself asked for.

As we al know, this inquiry was abruptly and prematurely
terminated by the defence minister and the federal government. We
have the right to ask why this commission of inquiry is not being
treated with the same tolerance usually shown other royal commis-
sions.

This decision is unprecedented. This is the first time a govern-
ment refuses to extend the mandate of a royal commission or any
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other judicial inquiry. So it isquite normal that we should question
the motives behind this precedent, which will unfortunately go
down in history.

However, we are al the more puzzled when the commission
chief, Mr. Justice L étourneau, says that this deadline means that he
and the commission will be unable to get to the bottom of this
affair.

Thanksto our Liberal colleagues, Quebecers and Canadians will
not be able to get the full story on the role of the top army and
government brassin this affair. Once again, therefore, it isthelittle
guys who will pay, in this case, the lower ranks.

Just when the Somalia inquiry was getting to the meat of its
mandate, it is suddenly reined in. Why? *Because it has already
cost the taxpayer too much”, is the defence minister’sreply. And a
wonderfully deceptive reply it is, coming from a Liberal minister
whose government will soon call an election.

Of course, they trot out figures of $25 million, which may seem
huge to the ordinary person, but they neglect to say what they
include. The amount is actually more like $14 million, when you
deduct the cost of legal representation for certain witnesses, and the
$10 million spent by the Department of National Defence getting

ready for the inquiry.

In addition, if the costs of this commission are compared with
those of commissions held over the last 15 years, it can be seen that
this latest one is not out of line, far from it. As an example, the
1994 commission on new reproductive technologies cost the
taxpayers of Quebec and of Canada exactly $29,726,730, while the
commission on aborigina peoples, which ran from 1991 to 1996,
apparently cost the astronomical sum of $51,220,732.

® (1250)

As you can see, the first point raised by the minister regarding
the fact that the Somalia inquiry was costing too much simply has
no basis in fact.

They also referred to the time involved. As | said earlier, the
commission on aborigina peoples went on for five years; the
commission on new reproductive technologies took four years; the
commission on the future of the Toronto harbour area—imagine,
the future of the Toronto harbour area—nearly four years; and this
one, which goes to the very heart of organization and discipline
within the Canadian armed forces is taking too long? This argu-
ment does not hold water.

This is like hiring a detective to investigate a somewhat unsa-
voury situation, and after a while, when the detective has almost
found what he was looking for, | tell him *“Listen, you aready cost
me $10,000. This is getting too expensive. We are going to stop

there”’, although | know perfectly well the detective is about to find
out the truth. **Besides, it istaking too long. | can wait no longer. |
must find a way to deal with the problem”.

If | want the detective to stop his investigation at this point, it
may be because | realize he is about to discover that | am involved.
That is what we are talking about here.

It is important for the commission to use the available tools
carefully and with restraint, so as to shed every possible light on
the events, and to do so as efficiently as possible. We should not be
surprised that all this takes time.

And when a commission ends up looking for months on end at
documents that have been tampered with and when it is inundated
with thousands of documents that suddenly came to light, as
happened in this case, obviously this slows down the commission’s
work. The government also tells us the procedure is too time-con-
suming and that we have to get on with the solutions instead of
dwelling on the problems. But how can we find a solution to a
problem that must be further defined and clarified? Unless of
course we want to avoid shedding any light on the problem we want
to solve.

Did not the former Minister of National Defence promise that
the commission would have all the time and al the resources it
needed to get to the bottom of this issue? Since this involves
getting to the heart of the problem, and the heart of the problem is
the senior political and military authorities in this country, the
government prefers to skim the surface.

It would have been embarrassing for the Liberal government to
admit that Mr. Anderson, appointed by this government as Cana-
da's ambassador to NATO, Mr. Fowler, appointed by this govern-
ment as Canada's ambassador to the UN, and Ms. Campbell,
appointed by this government as consul general in Los Angeles,
had been involved in something illegal. Rather than asking these
V1Ps, these honourable folks, to appear before the Somaliainquiry,
they terminated the commission so as to get off the hook.

| believe that the government’s decision is motivated purely by a
desire to gain votes. The government has asked the commission to
wrap up its public hearings on March 31, and to table its fina
report by June 30. There are rumours of a general election in early
June, with the 9th being mentioned. The Prime Minister has not
consulted me, of course, but there is talk of June 9. The public
hearings would, therefore, be over by the time the election is
called, and the government would not be embarrassed by the report
either, as it would be published after the election.

® (1255)

If thisisthe case, if the government makes this kind of decision
purely for electora reasons, and thinks that the voters will not
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remember the turpitude of the government when they mark their
ballots, well the Bloc Quebecois will be there to remind them.

[English]

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defenceand Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, in the situation that we have before us we have seen
Canadians participate in Somalia. They were part of a team that
went in to take over a state that had failed. All the infrastructures,
political and otherwise, had gone and it was led by gangs.

Canadiansfollowed the call of the United Nations and the United
States. The airborne battle group was sent to participate. It was
stationed at Belet Huen and the situation there was out of order. It
was under fire on many occasions. This was unlike any other
peacekeeping group, one where live bullets were being fired on a
regular basis. Thievery, looting and raiding of the group’s lines
were adaily action. The group was under the kinds of stresses that
no other peacekeeping operation was under.

As a consequence, our Canadian soldiers undertook operation
deliverance as a humanitarian mission of unprecedented complex-
ity and difficulty. The environmental conditions were the worst
faced by Canadian personnel in war. There was 35 degree to 40
degree weather throughout the period and our troops contended
with sandstorms, venomous snakes, insects and the ever present
threat of malaria and dysentery.

Nature represented one threat. Our personnel were susceptibleto
mortar and artillery fire, small arms fire as well as stonings and
swarmings. It was a dangerous duty.

[Translation]

Mr. Bergeron: Mr. Speaker, | do not understand the point of my
colleague's remarks. Is he speaking as part of questions and
comments or is he beginning his speech?

[English]

The Deputy Speaker: There is only five minutes. | would ask
the hon. parliamentary secretary to make his comment or question
and wrap it up fairly quickly please.

Mr. Richardson: Mr. Speaker, | think it has been only three
minutes.

As part of the specific mission they secured an area of about
30,000 kilometres, escorted humanitarian convoys, carried out
extensive demining operations, destroyed or put under guard vast
quantities of weapons. But their condition did not end there.

They aso did their best to improve the lives of the local
population. Let me give afew examples. At the Medina hospital at
Mogadishu the airborne did much the same in Belet Huen. Field
engineers fixed machinery, soldiers helped repair the loca jail,
doctors and nurses from the battle group surgical team assisted the
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staff at the international medical corps hospital. Thisisthe side of
the story that does not get told.

They were awarded commendations by the Americans for
executing their job in a very professional manner as the best
operators in the field at that time.

[Translation]

Mr. Bergeron: Mr. Speaker, | note that the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of National Defence wanted to use this
period to begin his speech ahead of time. | do not hold it against
him.

The arguments he raised are totally irrelevant to the speech | just
made. He intimates that we do not in our speeches recognize the
worth of the job done by the military on bases and in missions
around the world and, particularly, in the case of the mission to
Somalia.

That is not theissue. Thisweek, | heard the Minister of National
Defence giving a member of the Reform Party a dressing down,
saying that she lacked respect for the military because she raised
the question.

We are not questioning the quality of the work the military does
here and throughout the world, but rather the quality of the work of
this government, which is taking away the credibility of the
Canadian military.

® (1300)

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to thank the hon. member for Shefford, who
is renowned for his integrity and perspicacity. If only these
qualities were contagious, because, as you know, in light of a
number of recent decisions, we have every right to criticize, be
concerned and demand an explanation. That is what opposition
days are for.

To those joining us, | would like to point out that we, as the
official opposition, an informed and responsible opposition, have
decided to ask this government to explain its actions in what has
now become the unfortunate Somalia scandal.

L et me remind everyone of what our motion states, so asto make
the terms of this debate perfectly clear. It reads:

That in the opinion of this House, the government should commit itself to having
full light shed on the events occurring before, during and after the deployment of
Canadian troops to Somalia, by extending the mandate of the Commission of Inquiry
until December 31, 1997.

| hope government members will rise and give us an explanation
on this. You know full well that Privy Council legislation provides
for the establishment of commissions of inquiry. Inherent to the
democratic process is this mechanism whereby outsiders, often
experts, are asked to look into a particular matter or contentious
issues.
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Is this something anyone from British Columbia to Quebec to
Newfoundland can be proud of? Can this government show
support for the unfortunate incidents that have taken place in
Somalia?

What is it all about? First of all, it involves people who have
died, were killed, murdered under mysterious circumstances. As
parliamentarians, we deal with foreign policy matters. The mem-
bers of this House, and government members in particular, al-
though there is a consensus around this, al of us, regardless of our
affiliation, have been recognized as believing in the international
community. Not only do we believe in the international communi-
ty, but we believe in sending people over, who, through their
action, presence, conviction or expertise, will be able to help settle
conflicts quickly or before they even start.

Will someone from the government tell us why, after it was
decided to deploy our forces in Somalia—where, | admit, the
situation was unclear—Canadian soldiers became involved in
murder and people were killed in their own country? This is what
we are talking about.

Of course, when we raise this issue, the minister adopts a
holier-than-thou attitude. He tries using hiswell known eloquence,
but it will sound hollow in the ballot box when Canadians render
their verdict on the attempted coverup by this government.

What we are asking for is ssmple. We are not trying to discredit
the military. We al know there are people who decided to join the
Canadian Armed Forces because it gave a meaning to their life.
These are honest, brilliant and studious people who made a career
choice. We do not question that. What we question is the way
decisions are made, the way the chain of command works. Why are
we faced with situations such as the one we are discussing today?

Our hope was that the government would get to the bottom of
thisissue, and we will continue to urge it to do so. It is not true that
the inquiry was given every possible opportunity. We all know that
theinquiry went through all kinds of tribulations, that it had trouble
obtaining some documents.

® (1305)

We all know the defence department did not offer the co-opera-
tion it should have provided early on to help commissioners get al
the documents that would have allowed them to do their work

properly.

What is the government trying to hide? Thereis along tradition
of commissions being set up and, generally speaking, the results
have been positive. One can think of the Laurendeau-Dunton
commission, which helped define Quebec’'s needs. As a rule,
commissions of inquiry are tools to first gain expertise and
knowledge, and then, ideally, to lead to very specific measures. We

could, with the material from thisinquiry, if it is able to get to the
bottom of things, restructure, review the chain of command,
restructure the decision making process within the Canadian
Armed Forces.

It is sad. It is not a memorable day in a democracy when the
authorities, when one is an authoritarian minister as the defence
minister is, when one chooses to use one's power to intimidate.
When all is said and done, what has the minister decided? He has
decided to intimidate. The inquiry and its commissioners are told:
“Youwill not get to the bottom of things; you will not be given free
rein”.

It istrue that it may call witnesses up until the month of March;
it is true that it may table a report in the month of June, but the
workload, all the documents that must be dealt with, the complex-
ity of the subject are such that time becomes a determining factor
in the commissioners' ability to tackle the full scope of the matter.

There is nothing to be proud of in the lengths to which the
minister is going in his refusal to be transparent, because that is
what it boils down to. But you should have heard the Liberals on
the campaign trail talking about transparency, ethics and integrity.
It was one superlative after another when this government was
telling us how determined it was to govern differently. But each
time anything dlightly controversial comes up, each time an
explanation is called for, we find ourselves up against an aging
government, worn down by time, whose instinct isto cover up and,
let it be said, not just to cover up but to forget about integrity.

Thereis still time because, thanks to the vigilance of the member
for Shefford and his colleagues, we are giving an opportunity to
this government, agovernment that will have to face the peoplein a
while, and you know how ready we are on this side of the House.

| see that the member for Pontiac—Gatineau—Labelle is once
again nodding his head. | hope he will votein favour of the mation.
We are giving the government and all members an opportunity to
rise one after the other and put an end to this coverup operation, to
vote for integrity, for honesty, for transparency. And if these words
still mean something to the people on the government side, they
will vote in favour of our motion, allowing the commissioners to
get to the bottom of things, and they will grant the extension the
commissioners are requesting, because that is the right thing to do,
in light of what went on in Somalia.

| hope that the government members will take advantage of this
opportunity.

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | have listened to my colleague, the hon. member for
Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, with great interest.

Mr. Bergeron: Listening is not enough, understanding is needed
too.
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Mr. Bertrand: Exactly, | listened, and | understood.

If I may, | would like to make afew comments. It istrue that the
Somalia inquiry is looking into a very complex matter, the events
that occurred in Somalia, what happened before the troops were
sent over, and what happened afterward, of course.

® (1310)

We have always respected the inquiry’s independence, and the
government has never commented on what ought to be looked into
by the Somalia inquiry, nor on the testimony given to it. Its
mandate was extended until the end of June 1997, which means that
it will have sat more than two years.

If, for internal reasons, the commission wants to hear testimony
which reflects the opposition’s concerns, it is free to do so. We are
anxiously awaiting the final report in order to—

Mr. Leroux (Shefford): Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. Is the
member reading his speech, asking a question or making a
comment?

Mr. Bertrand: It is a comment, Mr. Speaker.

TheDeputy Speaker: It isavery important point for the House,
but in our parliamentary system we do indeed have the right to read
notes. | regret this, personally, but it is up to the hon. members to
deal with the issue.

Mr. Bertrand: Mr. Speaker, | was saying that, on this side of the
House, we are anxiously awaiting the final report of the inquiry in
order to implement its conclusions.

Mr. Ménard: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is a model of
ingenious spontaneity. | have every respect for the hon. member,
and | am sure that if he looks at the Privy Council documents,
which | would urge him to read, that he will agree the Privy
Council admitted when the previous extensions were granted that
the estimates of the time it would take the commission to finish its
work had not been accurate.

What the hon. member should consider is this. At this stage, and
considering the importance of the subject—the hon. member must
never forget that human lives were involved—would he not prefer
to avoid any recurrence of this kind of situation in the future? And
if weareto avoid arecurrence, would the hon. member agree that it
is preferable to get to the bottom of all this and let the commission-
ers do their job?

No one in this House has any reason to doubt the dedication of
the commissioners, so if they need more time to do their job, |
think the hon. member should be mindful of the point | just made,
show some maturity and keep an open mind, emphasizing the need
for transparency and integrity.

Supply
[English]

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Saanich—Gulf
Islands has about a minute and his colleague has about a minute to
reply.

Mr. Jack Frazer (Saanich—Gulf Islands, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the government was very keen to pursue the inquiry while it was
examining things that happened under the Tory mandate, but now
we are getting toward the post-deployment phase. Although the
events happened in March 1993, events followed and after the
October 1993 election when the Liberals were in power a substan-
tial amount happened since then.

Does the member see any connection between the fact that the
inquiry was fine when it was at arm’s length but now that it is
getting closer it may be not so appropriate?

[Translation]

Mr. Ménard: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member has a quick mind,
aswe al know, and of course we were making those connections.
We see a government that will be hard pressed to defend the
choices that were made. This takes us back to the chain of
command. The hon. member for Verchéres pointed this out in his
comments on recent appointments and the politicians involved in
theway in the government managed this crisis after the deployment
in Somalia. We are very much aware of those connections.

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. members, it being 1.15 p.m,, it is
my duty to interrupt the proceedings and put forthwith all questions
necessary to dispose of the supply proceedings.

Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. members: Question.
[English]

The question is on the amendment. Isit the pleasure of the House
to adopt the amendment?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

TheDeputy Speaker: All thosein favour of the amendment will
please say yea.

Some hon. members: Yea
The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.
Nay.
The Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.

Some hon. members:

And more than five members having risen:

The Deputy Speaker: Pursuant to Standing Order 45, the
recorded division stands deferred until Monday, February 10, at the
ordinary hour of daily adjournment.

[Translation]

The Deputy Speaker: Is it agreed to cal it 1.30 p.m?
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Some hon. members. No.
[English]

Mr. Williams: Mr. Speaker, before you call it 1.30 p.m., | think
you will find that there is unanimous consent for the hon. member
for Calgary Southwest to sponsor Bill C-341 instead of Motion No.
259 on the order of precedence.

The Deputy Speaker: The House has heard the proposition of
the hon. member for St. Albert. Is there unanimous consent to
allow him to move the motion he has just made?

Some hon. members. No.

[Translation]

Mr. Laurin: Mr. Speaker, could someone explain to me the
consequences of changing the order of priority?

TheDeputy Speaker: It is up to the member for St. Albert to do
0.

[English]

Does the hon. member for St. Albert wish to clarify the matter
for his colleague?

Mr. Williams: Mr. Speaker, the clarification is that there have
been some resignations in the House and in order to maintain the
order of precedence | have brought forward the request for
unanimous consent to make the changes on the order of prece-
dence.

[Translation]
Mr. Laurin: Mr. Speaker, we do not have unanimous consent.

The Deputy Speaker: Clearly, we do not have unanimous
consent in the House.

Mr. Bergeron: Mr. Speaker, before we declare it 1.30 p.m.—
An hon. member: No, no. Consent has not been given.

Mr. Bergeron: Shall we continue with the opposition day
debate, Mr. Speaker? That is the subject of my speech.

Before we call it 1.30 p.m., perhaps we could see whether there
are other speakers on this question among our colleagues, before
we go on to other things.

The Deputy Speaker: | fully understand what the member is
trying to say, but, unfortunately, or fortunately, the Standing Orders
provide that the vote must be taken at 1.15 p.m., and that iswhy we
had to have it then.

We seem to be in the doldrums. If we can declare it 1.30 p.m.
now, we can proceed with private members business. Otherwise,
we are obliged to find something else to deal with for ten minutes.

[English]

Mr. Williams. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately | have to admit | was
not paying too much attention, but our speaker isnot hereand | was
wondering if you could suspend the House for a few minutes until
we are ready to bring our speaker forward.

| apologize, Mr. Speaker, we have a member from the great
province of British Columbia who is prepared to speak on the
motion.

[Translation]

TheDeputy Speaker: It seemswe can now call it 1.30 p.m. Isit
agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]

IMPAIRED DRIVING

The House resumed from December 2, 1966 consideration of the
motion.

Mr. Gar Knutson (Elgin—Norfolk, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure to address this issue today. The hon. member for
Prince George—Bulkley Valley has moved a motion asking the
government to strengthen penalties for impaired driving offences
in order to enhance deterrence and bring the penaltiesinto line with
the seriousness of the offence.

Let me say for the record that | support the motion of the hon.
member and | am happy to do so. | do, however, want to in my
speech today broaden the debate around this whole issue and say as
a starting point generally | support what works. | think the whole
issue of drunken driving and how to solve the issue of excessive
drinking and the problems that arise from it is a complicated one
and there are no simple solutions.

| support the member’s concern for ensuring that penalties for
drunken driving are proportional to the crime. | believe that
whether penalties currently provided for in the Criminal Code are
proportional to the offence of drunken driving is a debatable point
and | look forward to this bill's being approved and passed on to
committee where it can be debated more fully.

In considering the deterrent effect of criminal laws and criminal
penalties we have to take into account the different types of people
who commit drinking and driving offences and how they might be
best influenced. Not everyone has the same motivation depending
on their age, their background and not everyone will be affected the
same way by a change in the law.
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| believe that people are deterred from drinking and driving by
a host of factors. Criminal law penalties for drinking and driving
are undoubtedly an important factor but, as | have said, not the
only factor.

The challenge is to find the point at which criminal penalties do
represent a strong deterrent and the point at which they do not. If
we stray beyond that point we risk a situation where we have little
return in terms of increased deterrence for the effort placed into
increasing the penalties. Such a situation would tell us that our
efforts to decrease drinking and driving could be better located in
other areas that would bring significantly greater deterrence.

There seems to be at least four different kinds of people who
commit drinking and driving crimes. | am not sure that all four
types would response positively simply because the criminal
penalties for drinking and driving crimes were increased from what
they are.

First, there are the young people who commit drinking and
driving crimes. Some of them are not even of legal drinking age.
For many of thesg, illicit drinking is a form of rebellion or an
expression of their growing desire to be an adult or a response to
peer pressure, or a combination of these factors and others. A
concurrent drinking and driving crime might simply by a response
to the same factors that precipitated theillicit drinking. With young
people who drink and drive there may be little or no thought about
any of the potential consequences of drinking and driving, whether
it be death, injury, criminal consequences or licence and insurance
consequences, even if there is the sensation that *it won't happen
to me”; that well known teenage sense that they are invulnerable
may overcome good sense as it often does in other circumstances.

Perhaps increased deterrence might be best accomplished for
young persons through the use of peer counselling or public
education. | think it entirely possible that increased penalties under
the Criminal Code would be somewhat in the bottom half of thelist
of measures that would actually deter these young people who
commit drinking and driving crimes.

It is doubtful to me that increased criminal penalties would have
any greater effect on the young person’s decision about drinking
and driving than the current criminal penalties have.

A second type of person who commits drinking and driving
crime is the otherwise responsible adult drinker who in a moment
of bad judgment drinks too much and then makes the alcohol
impaired decision to drive or who drinks and then takes an
irresponsible but calculated risk to drive. | imagine that such
calculated risks typically focuses on the likelihood of detection by

Private Members' Business

the police, that any thought about personal safety or the safety of
others is put out of mind and does not enter the equation.

It seems to me that increasing the penalties for drinking and
driving crimes would not do much to deter such persons. They are
weighing out whether they will get caught. They are not concerned
that the minimum penalty is at present $300 or $1,000 or that they
might have to spend 30 days in jail as a minimum for a second
offence rather than the present 14 days for a second offence.

This group might be better deterred by focusing on certainty of
detection or aternatives to driving or on messages that will help
the individuals to think about small but unacceptable risk of death
or injury to self or others. In other words, we might be better off
instead of spending money on putting more peoplein jail, to spend
more money on police as a deterrence to drinking and driving.

Next, there would appear to be a group of people with unique
problems who choose to drink and drive. These are the alcoholics
who compound a drinking problem with driving after they drink.

| am careful to note that there are, on the other side of the matter,
some persons who are alcoholics who very responsibly choose not
to drive after they drink. They find other solutions to any trans-
portation needs they have after they have been drinking.

Perhaps conquering the underlying alcoholism provides the best
hope for acoholics who drive after drinking. However, not all
alcoholics are prepared to admit that they have a problem that
requires treatment.

Certainly it seemsimportant to encourage aternatives to driving
after drinking, given that many alcoholics are not prepared to admit
to a problem or to submit to treatment.

It should disturb al of usthat if we are going to be sending more
peopletojail we need also to put in more resources within the jails
so that they can bring in acohol problems or drug abuse problems
so that at the end of the day we find something that actually does
work and helps solve the problem.

There is a fourth group of persons who commit drinking and
driving crimes. These are the people who simply do not care what
happens to themselves or to others as aresult of their behaviour. If
they want to drink, they do and if they want to drive, they will. If
somebody gets killed or injured along the way, that is just the way
it goes.

Increasing the penalties for Criminal Code drinking and driving
offences would have no impact on this small but very frightening
group. Ultimately the decision about drinking and driving rests
with individuals of all types and minds.
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For those of us who do not drink and drive, the solution seems
simple. If you drink, do not drive. If you cannot stay where you
are, have someone drive you. If you cannot walk or take a taxi,
then do not drink.

While to you and me the risk, however remote, of having atragic
accident and killing someone if we wereto drink and driveislikely
to be a great deterrent, there are those who are simply not deterred
by this thought, nor are they deterred by the criminal law conse-
quences, whether they be present penalties or increased penalties.

For these reasons, rather than boosting criminal penalties, |
would prefer to see further development of drinking and driving
counter measures that aim to change attitudes to the point where
driving and drinking become completely unacceptable in al cir-
cumstances, not only in those circumstances where death or injury
occurs.

Thiswould necessarily involve finding ways to help people keep
their drinking separate from any driving. Efforts would have to be
specific to the characteristics of the different groups that | have
broadly set out so that there would be the greatest effect for the
work that is done.

More important, individuals would have to begin taking respon-
sibilities for what they do and say in their homes and schoals,
offices and communities to prevent drinking and driving.

| am not suggesting that criminal law penalties have no deterrent
value; quite the contrary. We al know that they are. They are and
our present penalties already hold significant deterrent value.

However, it is far more effective to combine criminal penalties
with a range of other attempts to combat drinking and driving.
Training for service personnel in bars and the use of designated
non-drinking drivers are examples of efforts that help prevent
drinking and driving.

Public education that raises the issue and helps young people to
think of the consequences and to make the decision not to drive
after drinking before they find themselves at a party is another
example.

Families can encourage al family members to cal for a ride
with no questions asked should they ever drink and not have a
method of transportation available. Similarly, families can encour-
age their members to call for help rather than accept aride from a
drinking driver.

In short, we have to make it socialy unacceptable to drink and
drive. We are now getting there. No doubt there are people who
obey the law if only because it is the law. For others, the risk of
death or of killing someone else is a far greater deterrent than the
increased penalty that might be imposed under the criminal law in
the event that they were detected and convicted.

It is clear that the largest percentage of victims among persons
killed by drinking drivers are the drinking drivers themselves and
their passengers, rather than the other people in vehicles or on foot.

Rather than looking at someone who tries to keep someone else
from driving after drinking as a killjoy or a busybody, we need to
reach the point where intervening is the socially responsible thing
to do.

Criminal law can be asked to do its part to reduce drinking and
driving. In my view it aready does. Whether it could do moreis a
debatable point but we should not rely solely on the criminal law
and we should allow other systems and other playersto play arole
in order to end the tragic waste brought about through drinking and
driving.

It is a trap to think that only increased penalties under the
criminal law can make a difference.

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to speak to the motion. It reads as follows:

That, in the opinion of the House, the government should consider strengthening
penalties in those sections of the Criminal Code which deal with impaired driving
offences in order to: (a) enhance deterrence; and (b) bring the penaltiesinto line with
the seriousness of the offence.

At first glance we think that it is unacceptable for peopleto drive
whiledrunk, and they should be very severely penalized. Thisisthe
kind of motion which demands that we look at the current situation
and ponder whether the proposed solution is adequate.

After having consulted with the member for Berthier—Mont-
calm, our justice critic, and a number of experts on the subject, we
have come to realize that the current penalties are quite significant
and that the solution to this problem lies in more education.

What we need is more adds, more visits to schools and social
clubs, we need to enlist the help of police officers who go into the
schools and people who have speaking engagements with social
clubs. This is the way to change behaviour, not by sentencing
people to a couple more years under the Criminal code. The
Criminal Code has aready been strengthened and to further do it
will not necessarily solve the problem.

| would like to tell you about Operation Nez rouge, an initiative
which has been more productive than the punitive approach. It
originated in Quebec and is now in operation across Canada. It
came into being at Laval University, in Quebec City, as a fund
raiser for the swim team. It has been growing since and has been
extended to severa provinces.

During the holidays, people tend to celebrate alot and drink too
much; they can call ““Nez rouge” to have somebody drive them
home. As aresult the number of accidents has fallen sharply. This
is the kind of behaviour we want to promote. While providing
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transportation, we educate people. Over the years, they are getting
the message. Solutions for the future lie in this kind of initiatives.

I will make another point, which might have some relevance for
Reform members: in some provinces, deterrents are combined with
provisions under the Criminal Code. In Quebec, each time aperson
is sentenced to a six month suspension of their driver’s licence, the
agency responsible for the driver’s licence system automatically
doubles the suspension, which goes up to ayear. There already isa
deterrent. We have taken measuresin thisregard. Drivers are aware
of these regulations. The deterrent effect of losing one's licenceis
doubled.

For repeat offenders, the penalty is stiffer. When someone is
caught a second time, the penalty is much stiffer. Instead of, say, a
six month suspension, the licence is suspended for ayear or two; so
there is definitely an additional penalty. A second suspension
almost automatically means that the person will not be allowed to
drive for a very long time.

These are measures that already exist. They arein place and they
are effective. Adding to or strengthening the penalties set out in the
Criminal Code as proposed in the motion will not give better
results. The law aready acts as a deterrent.

Thekind of behaviour that |eads a person to drive while he or she
is impaired and should not be driving requires preventive action.
People have to make it a habit not to let arelative or afriend leave
with the car when he or she is not fit to drive. Strengthening
penalties in the Criminal Code by two or three years will not keep
someone who has had one drink too many from driving. It isahabit
that has to be acquired.

| would like to draw your attention to the second part of the
motion, which says that penalties should be brought into line with
the seriousness of the offence. We think that penalties already are
in line with the seriousness of the offence. The impaired driver who
has not caused any damage will not receive the same sentence as
the one who has caused physical injury or any other kind of
damage.

® (1335)

This judicial discretion granted to the judges is, in fact, being
used adequately and it does send a message to the accused. Judges
can take it into consideration. | think judges should be able to
continue to pass sentences according to the directions they are
given, and to use their discretion to determine how serious the
offence and the impacts are and to bring the penalties in line.

We are also against this motion, because it implies that there are
currently no deterrent provisionsin the Criminal Code, asif thereis

Private Members' Business

afree for dl, asif drunken drivers face no or minimal penalties,
which is not true, because we do have deterrent provisions.

The motion implies that there is an inequity in the sentences
handed out, but when we look at those sentences, we find no
evidence of such athing in the court decisions. Of course, if we go
for sensationalism, if we read reports in the Saturday or Sunday
newspapers about terrible accidents and horrible situations, it may
make us lean toward the motion before us. However, we have to
look more closely at these kinds of situations. We have to get atrue
picture of what is going on. We aso have to determine who is
responsible in that area of jurisdiction. For instance, are the
provinces taking their responsibilities? Are the measures suggested
here not similar to what Quebec is aready doing, which is doubling
the penalties for anyone who loses his or her driving licence
following a Criminal Code offence?

For all these reasons, we think that the authorities are aready
taking their responsibilities properly. We think that the measure
suggested in this motion would not help to sufficiently change
drivers' attitudes within two, three, four, five or even ten years. The
number of people who drink and drive will not decrease because
the pendlties are be more severe. We aready have very severe
penalties.

In conclusion, we think more ought to be done in terms of
education and the provinces, the not for profit organizations
dealing with such issues, and the people fighting a coholism ought
to be given the means to do their jobs. Let us give them funds to
enable them to intervene in their sector of activity. Then we will
realy be serving society.

The punishment underlying the motion before uswill not resolve
anything, except to send the message, in an approach | would call
superficial and election oriented, that we can resolve the sort of
problem we run into with this sort of solution. It seemsto me to be
a bit like the case of the adolescent who gets his knuckles rapped
instead of an explanation of why his behaviour is unacceptable.
The second or third time his knuckles are rapped, he does not even
remember any more whether it hurts. However, if time were spent
educating him so he understood what was going on, most times his
behaviour could be changed to something more socialy accept-
able. | think this is more the way of the future.

| hope the House rejects this motion and that, if the situation is
ever debated again, it is with a view to understanding how the
problem can really be solved, because we see here an attitude
similar to the attitude of the Reform Party in many other instances.
The way to resolve things is to come down hard on people's
knuckles, and yet the problems require a much more subtle
approach.
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| think the members tabling such motions should go into each
community and see how things work. Let them look at the resullts.
Let them ask what the numbers are so that, based on the
consequences that are known, we can take appropriate measures
and not simply go for sensationalism.

[English]

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to speak today on the
motion of my hon. colleague from Prince George—Bulkley Valley.
The motion to get it clear is not overreacting; it is ssmply amotion
which states:

That, in the opinion of the House, the government should consider strengthening
penalties in those sections of the Criminal Code which deal with impaired driving
offences in order to: (a) enhance deterrence; and (b) bring the penaltiesinto line with
the seriousness of the offence.

® (1340)

| have four adult boys. They are norma young men who are
enjoying lifeto its fullest. Every night when they leave the house |
worry that they will become a statistic because somebody else is
out there drinking and driving. | share that worry with most parents
across this country.

| have had the unfortunate circumstance of talking to parents
who have been in the position of having lost children to an
impaired driver. One of my board members is a father whose son
and grandchildren were quickly killed by an impaired driver in
Prince George, B.C.

A father encouraged me to get involved in a campaign he is
starting up to go across Canada with the message that drinking and
driving kills. He lost his young 23-year old son who was just
beginning life, full of opportunities. Early one evening an impaired
driver went through a stop sign, ran into his vehicle and killed him
instantly.

That driver had had numerous impaired driving charges, had had
his licence suspended and had been brought to the attention of the
police twice that very same day, once for sideswiping parked cars
while impaired and once for running red lights in the community
while impaired. Was he taken off the streets, put away for the day,
incarcerated or whatever because he had had impaired driving
charges months before that? No, he was left on the street to
continue to drive while impaired and in the evening he killed a
young man who had had his whole life ahead of him.

People who drink and drive lack responsibility. They have
choices. They can make a decision. They know there are penalties
out there. They know their licences can be suspended but that does
not seem to send a very strong message to them. They do not seem

to consider the seriousness of what it is they are doing. | share the
concerns of my hon. colleagues.

I will admit | had some problems with the private member’s bill
which said that if impaired driving caused death it should automati-
caly be a seven year minimum sentence. If it was a first time
occurrence, | thought that seemed a little bit harsh.

Since being elected to this place and in the true fashion of
Reform, | put theissuesto my constituents. Therefore | shared with
them my concern that it might be a little harsh for a first time
offender and asked what they thought about it. There were 3,685
constituents who responded to my questionnaire. The question was:
Should anyone convicted of impaired driving causing death be
sentenced to a minimum of seven years incarceration?

They answered the question knowing | was a little uncomfort-
ablewith it if it was afirst offence. In response, 2,463 or 66.84 per
cent said yes, they felt that there should be a seven year minimum
charge. There were 1,082 or 29.36 per cent who said no. They
shared my concern that in some circumstances it might be over-
reacting to it.

| have to believe that those people out there who dealt with the
issue looked at it from their own circumstances and recognized that
suspended sentences are not reducing peopl€e's use of acohol and
driving. A few months of incarceration is not stopping people from
drinking and driving.

I will not argue with the Bloc and the Liberal members who say
education is important. One thing that impresses me more than
anything else is that because of the education on impaired driving
and that driving and drinking can kill, young people today are far
more responsible than people our age.

Young people today when planning an evening out in most cases
will have adesignated driver along with them. Young people today
are more willing and more likely to leave their cars at home and
take cabs or public transit. They are far more aware that drinking
and driving might kill. However, that does not protect those young
people from those among us in society who drink to extreme and
then get behind the wheel, thus turning their vehicles into danger-
0uUS Weapons.

® (1345)

Today of all days, when anindividua tried to drive avehicleinto
the House of Commons shows us that vehicles can be and are a
dangerous implement. When that vehicle is put into the hands of
somebody who has had too much to drink or isimpaired because of
other substance abuse, it is an extremely dangerous weapon on our
Streets.

Some of the crime statistics are quite frightening. People know
thereisalaw against drinking and driving. We all know that those
convicted of crimes while under the influence of alcohol are given
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lenient sentences. Most of the support material in the Crimina
Code are cases of impaired driving. Most of the Criminal Code
book is a history of cases of impaired driving which have gone
through the courts.

The Mothers against Drunk Driving have an ongoing campaign
to bring forward things at which we should be looking, and the
changes that should be made to legislation but they have not been
very successful in convincing the government.

Some of the stats, as | mentioned, are quite frightening. | am
going to use the stats from 1994 because those are the ones that |
have at my disposal. There were 1,414 people killed in Canadaas a
result of impaired driving. When that figures is broken down it
shows that 3.8 people each and every day are killed as a result of
impaired driving. In Canada 311 people are injured each day by
impaired drivers. The Ontario Medical Association estimates that it
costs Ontario $100 million per year to treat impaired driving
injuries. Another frightening statistic is that one out of five drivers
every night are impaired.

Education is fine but people do ignore the message that is being
put out loud and clear through MADD, the Mothers Against Drunk
Drivers program, court programs for anyone who has had succes-
sive impaired driving charges; Alcoholics Anonymous programs
and throughout out the schools systems. Do they help? | would
suggest that from the statistics before us that people are ignoring
the information. To consider it a socia disease which is not
recognized as being acriminal isnaive. Itisnot only naive but it is
arefusal to look at what is happening and to try and do something
about it. It is naive to think that education is going to stop that kind
of behaviour.

| come from a family which unfortunately has been touched by
alcoholism. My father spent many years bringing treatment pro-
grams into the province of Alberta and is recognized for having
done so. | believe that we have to consider a coholism as a disease
and treat it as such. But that does not stop usfrom saying that itisa
crimina activity to drink and drive. We must do all that isin our
power to see that is stopped.

| do not want to join the ranks of other parents who lose a child
because of someone who drank too much, got behind the wheel of a
vehicle, avery dangerous weapon under those circumstances and |
would be left to mourn for the rest of my life.

| amin aposition where | can try and do something about it. | do
not think it is too much to ask this government to look at the
Criminal Code and at changes that can be made to that federal
legidation to send a strong message to people who will make the
decision to drink and get behind the wheel of avehicleand drive. It
is not too strong a message to tighten up the Criminal Code and
make the offences a whole lot stronger to get the killers off the
Streets.

Private Members' Business

® (1350)

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, first | would like to commend my colleague from Prince
George—Bulkley Valley for demonstrating his leadership on this
very serious issue.

As my colleagues who have spoken before me have mentioned,
thereisan epidemic taking place today, despite al the programsthe
police have established to catch drunk drivers.

The problems are many and it isworthwhile to establish what the
problems are and the impact which these problems have within
Canada today.

The cost to Canadian society of drunk driving is enormous. In
1994, 87,838 people were charged with impaired driving and 1,414
people were killed. That is three times higher than the murder rate.

The government has made an enormous effort to implement laws
and regulations to deal with gun registration. Those initiatives will
have no effect whatsoever on decreasing the murder rate in Canada.

There is an epidemic within our midst that is causing three times
as many deaths as homicides and the government has done nothing
to addressit. However, the government has an excellent opportuni-
ty. It could employ some of the ideas which are contained in
Motion No. 78 to address the epidemic.

The cost is massive: almost $400,000 per fatal accident;
$310,000 per fatality; $12,000 per injury. That is only thetip of the
iceberg.

In my dealings with drunk drivers, both in the emergency
departments of hospitals and in jails, | have noticed a couple of
things. First, inajail | was dealing with an individual who had been
charged and convicted over 22 times with drunk driving offences.
The individual laughed when talking about it and felt that it was a
joke. The penalty is not a deterrent in its current form.

The second problem that exists is that it is extraordinarily
difficult for the police to actually convict someone who has been
drinking and driving. Currently it takes a police officer about six
hours to do all the paperwork required to prosecute an individual
for drunk driving. That is why when an individua is pulled over
who is over the limit, a police officer would rather suspend the
person’s licence for 24 hours and send him or her home than
actually go through the process of prosecuting. People who habitu-
ally abuse the system, who drink and drive, know that. They know
that if they drink and drive, although the penalties are supposedly
quite high, the actual penalties are quite low.

We must do a number of things. We must enable police officers
to prosecute individuals who drink and drive in an expeditious
manner.

Anintelligent trial lawyer can get most people who are charged
with drinking and driving off very easily through a number of
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loopholes in the system. It extends right from the moment that the
blood test is taken to the trial.

| cannot emphasize how important it is for the government to
take initiatives to streamline the process and give our police
officers a hand in deterring this epidemic. They must be able to
send a clear message to people who are considering getting behind
thewheel when drunk that it is not acceptable and if they are caught
they will be prosecuted and levelled with a penalty which will be
more than a slap on the wrist.

My colleague from Prince George—Bulkley Valley has put
forward this motion to enable the House to put forward some very
stringent penalties to deal with thisepidemic. Thisisnot something
that is benign. The statistics prove the rate is very high. It is very
costly to society.

® (1355)

It isincumbent upon us in this House to take the leadership role
once again and demonstrate to the Canadian public that we are
interested in their safety and we are going to put forward some
intelligent ideas to address this problem. It also involvesintelligent
ways of dealing with the issue.

As my colleague before me just mentioned, acoholism is a
disease and it must be treated as such. That is why as part and
parcel of the conviction for drunk driving, individuals who have
committed this offence must have drug and alcohol abuse treatment
as an obligatory part of their sentences. Merely sentencing them
and sending them back on the street will do absolutely nothing to
prevent this situation from occurring again. Drug and alcohol abuse
is a complex situation and it must be addressed through counsel-
ling. Although counselling and treatment are not absolute solu-
tions, we desperately need them.

One of the big problems in our penal ingtitutions is that not
enough emphasis is placed on the drug and alcohol abuse of those
who are incarcerated in our penal ingtitutions. A greater emphasis
must be put on dealing with the drug and a cohol problems of these
individuals instead of merely incarcerating them. Regardless of the
reasons they were originally charged and convicted, it isimportant
to make sure we break the cycle of crime, punishment and
recidivism which tends to occur not infrequently in people who
commit a wide range of crimina offences, be it drunk driving,
murder, robbery, assault causing bodily harm and so on.

| once again commend my colleagues, especialy my colleague
from Prince George—Bulkley Valley for putting forward this
motion which tries to address the epidemic of drunk drivers. |
implore the government to take heed of his initiatives and to
employ them.

| hope the government takes a leadership role with its provincial
counterparts, the attorneys general from across the provinces. It

could work with them to establish an effective way of preventing
this problem through obligatory treatment for alcohol and drug
abuse. It could impose significant penalties for those who choose to
drink and drive and who get caught, also for those who drink and
drive and commit offences in terms of the injuries that occur to
defenceless and innocent civilians.

Getting behind the wheel of a car when you are drunk is akin to
picking up a gun and shooting somebody. That car is a potential
weapon. It is a lethal weapon that has been used with undue and
tragic frequency within this country.

People often do not realize that there is sometimes agreat deal of
callousness and utter disregard for the pain and suffering of victims
by some drivers when they get behind the wheel drunk and injure or
kill somebody. | remember atragic casein which adrunk individu-
al killed ayoung man who was driving another car. Both the drunk
fellow and his buddy were injured. He was conscious but his buddy
was not. He grabbed his buddy, dragged him into the driver’s seat
and put himself in the passenger’s seat. He was totally uncoopera-
tive with the police and he lied repeatedly throughout the process.
He did everything he could to get off. There was no regard
whatsoever for the young man | had to treat three bays down who
had a massive head injury and was dying.

| implore the government to take heed of my colleague's
initiatives which are constructive, worthwhile, productive and for
the betterment and the health of all Canadians.

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to address Mation No. M-78 introduced by my colleague
from Prince George—Bulkley Valley.

Motion No. M-78 asks that the government consider strengthen-
ing penalties in those sections in the Criminal Code which deal
with impaired driving offences in order to enhance deterrence and
bring the pendlties into line with the seriousness of the offence.

® (1400)

When we look at the facts they simply tell usthat the problem is
not being addressed or resolved. Drinking and driving isthe largest
single criminal cause of death and injury in Canada. | am going to
repeat that because of the seriousness. Drinking and driving is the
largest single criminal cause of death and injury in Canada.

The death rate from impaired driving is three to four times the
national murder rate. To put this into perspective, in 1992 there
were 732 homicides in Canada. During that same time there were
2,500 deaths resulting from impaired driving.

Clearly we have aproblem and clearly we are not addressing that
problem. It isin perceptions, | would suggest, that people seem to
think that if they cause death or injury using a tonne of metal and
plastic they are not capable of driving, that somehow itisokay, itis
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not really their fault. | would suggest that it is their fault and that
our law enforcement system and our court system in many waysare
set up to shield these people. Again, it is goes back to what about
the victim in these cases.

| would like to go through a number of factsto bring things into
perspective. In 1994 acohol was involved in 47 per cent of motor
vehicle fatalities in Ontario and almost half of the traffic fatalities
in British Columbia. In Ontario of the 176 pedestrians killed in
1994, 57 per cent involved the use of acohol by either the victim or
the driver of the vehicle.

We often forget to think about the passengers. We think about
someone else being in ancther vehicle, but in the case of passengers
in the vehicle with the impaired driver 25 per cent of fatalities are
passengers.

Another terrible figure is 88 per cent of al persons killed in
marine vehicle accidents involved acohol. We tend to think of
driving simply motor vehicles on the road. What about boats? In
my province of British Columbia the police have cracked down,
and rightfully so, on drinking while operating a boat because it has
been terrible. People tend to say they do not want to drink and drive
on the road but as soon as they get into their boat on the |ake they
think having a beer or many beers is okay. It is not okay because
they are till driving avehicle, and 88 per cent of al personskilled
in marine accidents involved acohol. That is a terrible statistic.
How many more people have to die before something is done?

Clearly my colleague has addressed the situation. He said that
we have a problem. All Canadians, every member of this House
and al parties should say yes to this mation.

In 1995 Justice Peter Cory of the Supreme Court of Canada
remarked: ““Every year drunk driving leaves a terrible trail of
death, injury, heartbreak and destruction. In terms of deaths and
serious injury resulting in hospitalization, drunk driving is clearly
the crime which causes the most significant socia loss in this
country”’.

Sixty-five per cent of all suspensionsissued for impaired driving
were issued for a second offence. What does this second offence
tell us? Why in the world should we have to speak to the second
offence or subsequent offences in drunk driving? There should not
be a second offence.

Thereason | say that is | was in Sweden a number of years ago.
The Swedes enjoy having a drink and going out to have a good
time. However, they would not dream of drinking and driving.
Why? The pendlties are there. | believe it was five years automatic
at that time. The second time they are gone, no licence.

This is the type of penaty that we require. We have to get the
attention of the drinking driver. That clearly has not happened.

Private Members' Business

® (1405)

An analogy was photo radar where part of the problem was
political will. Let us remember the last election in Ontario and the
antics the electorate went through about photo radar. | would
suggest that the attitude on drinking and driving is similar. The
public said it did not want photo radar. Speeding cars were killing
people but the political pressure was enough for the Ontario
government to pull out its photo radar. In fact, Ontario sold it to my
province of British Columbia where it is being used and speeding
has decreased.

| use that analogy because | believeit isthe same mindset we are
seeing with drunk driving: ““Whileit isaproblem, politically we do
not think we should address it. Perhaps the next administration or
the provincial government or someone else will deal withit”. That
simply is not happening.

What have we set up? We have set up a system where a good
lawyer, as my colleague says, can get most people off. The court
system is clogged. Most of the cases in court now dea with
impaired driving and the penalties are simply not there. It is a
mindset and an attitude that goes through our whole system.
Clearly a wake-up cal is required.

I hope my colleagues on all sides of the House will clearly
consider thismotion and passit when it isvoted on. Althoughitisa
motion and not a bill, it will send a clear message to all govern-
ments to deal with this problem in a significant way and put
deterrents and educational programs in place so that the deaths on
our highways are put to an end.

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to speak to this private member’'s motion my colleague
from Prince George has put in. | applaud him for having done soin
order to address this very serious problem of driving while
intoxicated and drinking while driving.

| appreciate the support that has come from the other side of the
House, the Liberal speaker, who addressed this. It is good to see
that most people are behind this type of action being taken against
individuals who choose to get behind this killing machine after
they have been drinking.

Theonething | would liketo point out in this moment that | have
isthe deterrent factor. A lot of timeswhen we talk about bringing in
harsh or stronger punishment for various offences that have been
committed, people believe it is not the thing to do because it will
not deter. | know that argument is holding true on capital punish-
ment, for example. The argument against capital punishment, most
of the time, is simply that it does not deter crime.
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However, regardless of whether it does or does not deter crime,
when the kind of punishment that this particular motion is calling
for with regard to drinking and driving is put in, maybe a deterrent
is not exactly the real message. Maybe the message should be that
our system is failing in a great way in getting the punishment to
fit the crime.

Let me give a couple of examples. We have individuals who are
on trial or have been on trial and have been convicted of a certain
type of crime, such as second degree murder in the case of Mr.
Latimer out of Saskatchewan, and we have another individual who
goes to trial who has originally been charged with first degree
murder for viciously strangling his wife. | guess they proved that
there was not any intent. They lowered the crime to manslaughter,
which is a lesser crime than second degree murder. One must
wonder about these two kinds of cases.

It is not that they are trying to deter an individual regardless of
what they do. Does the punishment meet the crime? That is very
important throughout our judicial system.

Probably the most obvious action taking place recently indicat-
ing that our justice system is designed to do other things is
individuals such as Andy McMechan, who sold his own property
across the border illegally, without a wheat board permit and was
thrown into jail in handcuffs, taken to court in leg irons where he
remained in jail for a fairly lengthy time.

The man did not steal anything. He did not assault anybody. He
broke the law. No one is denying that. He simply did not get a
wheat board permit to do what he did. Yet heistreated in this harsh
manner, in this hard way while at the same time individuals who go
into other people’'s homes on invasions and destroy the property,
who steal or who assault, even sexually assault or rape someone,
are loose and walking the streets.

What intheworld is going on? When does the punishment fit the
crime? This bill is designed to do just that.

| appreciate what the Liberal member said. It is not a matter of
why teenagers drink, why alcoholics end up behind the wheel when

they are drinking. None of that is really important. The important
part of this whole thing is that a message has to be sent to any
individual, regardless of the circumstances, that if they drink and
get behind the wheel, the penalty will be severe. Not that it deters
anyone. | will not argue that. However, the penalty will be severe.
It is not an acceptable thing to do in Canada. We are going to
develop a lower tolerance level for this dangerous activity.

That is the message that needs to be sent. | hope al members
would wisely support this unanimously and get it under way.

The Deputy Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. members: Question.

The Deputy Speaker: The question is on the motion. Is it the
pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Deputy Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will

please say yea

Some hon. members: Yea
Some hon. members: On division.
The Deputy Speaker: Agreed to on division.
(Motion agreed to.)
The Deputy Speaker: |s there agreement to call it 2.30 p.m.?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

The Deputy Speaker: It being 2.30 p.m., this House stands
adjourned until Monday at 11 am.

(The House adjourned at 2.16 p.m.)
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Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Silye, JiM CalgaryCentre ........... Alberta............... Ref.
SIMmMoNs, HON. ROGEr ... ... Burin— St. George's .. . .. Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ot CentralNova ............ NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat ............ Alberta............... Ref.
SolomMoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden ...... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Speaker, Ray ... . Lethbridge .............. Alberta............... Ref.
Speller,Bob . ... Haldimand— Norfolk .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce .......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)  Northumberland. .. ....... Oontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue .................. Brant ................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap .... BritishColumbia ...... Ref.
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValleyEast ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . . ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Taylor, Len . ... TheBattlefords — Meadow
Lake.................... Saskatchewan......... NDP

Telegdi, ANdrew . ... Waterloo ................ Ontario .............. Lib.
TETaNa, ANNA. . . oot e VancouverEast .......... British Columbia . ..... Lib.
Thalheimer, Peter .. ... Timmins— Chapleau . . . . . Ontario .............. Lib.
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ............... Alberta............... Ref.
Torsney, Paddy ....... ... Burlington............... Oontario .............. Lib.
Tremblay,Benoit . ............ o Rosemont ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,Stéphan .............c i Lac-Saint-Jean .......... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ....... ... i Rimouski — Témiscouata . Quebec .............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o Lambton — Middlesex.... Ontario .............. Lib.
Valeri, TONY ... Lincoln ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Vanclief,Lyle. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings  Ontario .............. Lib.
Venng Pierrette . ... Saint—Hubert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Verran, Harry ... SouthWest Nova. ........ NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ........ Eglinton — Lawrence. . . .. Oontario .............. Lib.
Walker,David ..........c i Winnipeg NorthCentre ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. ScarboroughWest . ....... Oontario .............. Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ............... New Brunswick . ...... PC
WEIS, DErEK . ..o SouthShore ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Whelan, SUSan . ... Essex — Windsor ........ Ontario .............. Lib.
White, Randy . ... ... FraserValleyWest ....... British Columbia ... ... Ref.
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver . ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert................ Alberta............... Ref.
Wood, Bob . ... Nipissing................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of National Defence and Minister of

VeteransAffairs .. ... Acadie— Bathurst .. ... .. New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Governmentin the

Houseof COMMONS. . ... Fundy —Royal .......... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
VACANCY CalgaryWest ............ Alberta...............
VACANCY Jonquiére................ Quebec ..............

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; BQ-Bloc Québécois; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; NDP-New Democratic
Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNe . . ... o CalgaryNorth........................ Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Vegreville ... Ref.
Bethel, Judy . ... EdmontonEast....................... Lib.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
BrOWN, JaN ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ind.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ...l Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... BeaverRiver ......................... Ref.
Hanger, At .. CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hanrahan, Hugh . . .. ..o Edmonton — Strathcona .............. Ref.
Hill, Grant . .. ..o Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
JOhNStoN, Dale . ... o Wetaskiwin. ..................ooon... Ref.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole......... Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
Loney, JoNN ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Lib.
Manning, Preston . . . ... . Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McCleland, lan .. ... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources . ..., Edmonton Northwest ................. Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver .......................... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
Sy, JIM CalgayCentre . .................oo.t Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
SPEAKES, RAY ... Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . ... . WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . . .. StAIbert ... Ref.
VA CANCY CagaryWest ..............cocvivnnn.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (32)
ADDOtt, JIM . o KootenayEast ....................... Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Ministerof Transport. . ... ..., Victoria . ... Lib.
Bridgman,Margaret . ............ .o SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ........................... Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN . .o e e e e e e Deta ...........coo i Ref.
Dhaliwal,HarbanceSingh ........ .. ... Vancouver South ..................... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Northlsland — Powell River .......... Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... NewWestminster — Burnaby .......... Ref.
Frazer,JaCk . . ... Saanich— Gulfldands ............... Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Comox —Alberni .................... Ref.
GOUK, JIM .o Kootenay West — Revelstoke.......... Ref.
Grubel, Herb . . . Capilano—Howe Sound ............. Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... Ref.
Hart, JIm ..o Okanagan — Similkameen— Merritt ... Ref.
Hayes, Sharon . ... Port Moody — Coquitlam ............. Ref.

Hill day ..o Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... Ref.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Jennings, Daphine. . ... .. Mission— Coquitlam................. Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. Ref.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans. ... .. . .. VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... Surrey — White Rock — South Langley  Ref.
RIS, NEISON .o Kamloops ..........ccooiiiiiiiit, NDP
RINgMa, BOD .. ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ Ref.
RoODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... .. Burnaby — Kingsway ................ NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e OkanaganCentre ..................... Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SHNSON, Darrel .. ..o Okanagan—Shuswap ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValleyEast .................... Ref.
TETANA, ANNA. . . oottt e e e e e e e VancouverEast ...................... Lib.
White, Randy . . ... .. FraserValleyWest ................... Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

AlCOCK, REO . . WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill .. ... WinnipegTranscona . ................. NDP
Cowling, Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources. .. ... ... Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... Lib.
Duhamel, Ronald J. . ... St.Boniface ... Lib.
Fewchuk, RON . ... Selkirk —RedRiver.................. Lib.
Gerrard, Hon. Jon, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Devel opment)(Western

EconomicDiversification) ........ ... Portage— Interlake. .................. Lib.
Harper, Elijah . ... Churchill ............................ Lib.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

SV OB . ittt WinnipegSt.James . .................. Lib.
Hoeppner, JaKe E. .. ... o Lisgar— Marquette .................. Ref.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
McKIinnoN, GIEN . . ... Brandon—Souris.................... Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ..................... WinnipegNorth ...................... Lib.
Walker,David .. ... WinnipegNorthCentre ............... Lib.

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
Arseneault, Guy H., Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

CanadianHeritage .. ... Restigouche— Chaleur ............... Lib.
Culbert, Harold . ... Carleton—Charlotte ................. Lib.
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
RideoUt, GEOrgE S. . ... Moncton ............. Lib.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ~ Madawaska— Victoria ............... Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food, Fisheries

ANAOCEANS) .ottt et Beausdour ...t Lib.
SO, ANY . ..o Fredericton— York—Sunbury .......... Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of National Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs. Acadie—Bathurst ................... Lib.

Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMONS . . ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e Fundy —Royal ...................... Lib.
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NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
BaKer, GEOIgE S, .. it Gander — GrandFalls ................ Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . oot e Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Hickey, Bonnie .. ... ... St.John'sEast ....................... Lib.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans ................ ..., Bonavista— Trinity — Conception ... . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. . . ... Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
PayNe, JEan . ... . St.John'sWest....................... Lib.
SIMMONS, HON. ROGEr .. .o Burin— St.George’'s . ................ Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Anawak, Jack lyerak .. ... ... Nunatsiag . ......covvvviiiiin Lib.
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Trainingand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brushett, DIianne . .. ...t Cumberland— Colchester ............. Lib.
ClanCy, Mary ... Halifax. ...t Lib.
Dingwall, Hon. David, Ministerof Health . .. ......... ... . .o CapeBreton — East Richmond ........ Lib.
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... CapeBreton Highlands— Canso . ... .. .. Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade .. ... . .. Dartmouth........................... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell ...... ... CapeBreton— The Sydneys .......... Lib.
MuUrphy, JoNN . . .. AnnapolisValey —Hants ............ Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... .. HalifaxWest ................... .. ... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ottt CentralNova ........................ Lib.
Vearran, Halmy ... SouthWestNova..................... Lib.
WIS, DErEK . ..o SouthShore ..........cooivvvnn... Lib.
ONTARIO (99)
AdamS, P .o Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . oo oo DonValeyNorth .................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oo Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .............. LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . ... ... Brampton ...l Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Cochrane— Superior ................. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril .. ... ... Ottawa—Vanier..................... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . .. .o Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Bhaduria, Jag .. ... .o Markham — Whitchurch — Stouffville. . IISIebm
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible
for Francophonie . .. ... Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville—Milton ................... Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Hamilton—Wentworth . .............. Lib.
CacCig, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ...........ccoviiiiiii... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY ... Wellington — Grey — Dufferin—
SIMCOB. ..ot Lib.
Campbell, Barry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ................... StPaul’s.........oo Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest ............cccovviiinnn. Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ........... . Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Cohen, ShaUGNNESSY . . ...ttt e e e Windsor — St.Clair .................. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M. . ... ..o e DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e e e Thunder Bay — Nipigon .............. Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage ... . .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Crawford, REX ...t Kent ... Lib
CULEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. SimcoeNorth ...t Lib.
Dromisky, Stan ... ... Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister for International Trade ........................ YorkCentre ............oooviiinn... Lib.
English, Jonn . ... Kitchener............... .. ... Lib
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford .........coo i Lib
FliS, JBSSE . oo Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonEast ......................... Lib.
Gaffney, Beryl ... Nepean ... Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation. . . .. DonValleyWest ..................... Lib
Graham, Bill . . ... Rosedale ...................... .. ... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Solicitor

Generalof Canada .. ... WindsorWest . ....................... Lib
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ... Lib
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
Harper, B . ..o SimcoeCentre ...................un.. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke .. . .. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ............. SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... . . ... Bruce—Grey ...l Lib.
Jordan, JIM ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JImM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Transport ..................... HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
Kilger, BOb . . Stormont—Dundas .................. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot Elgin—Norfolk ..................... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ......... York—Smcoe...................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
LB, DI . Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . ... ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton........... Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie ... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada

Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister

responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec ........... OttawaSouth ........................ Lib
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of theEnvironment ............................... YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government Services........... Sudbury ... Lib
MCCOMMICK, LAY . .. ..o Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and

Addington.................o Lib.

MCTEagUE, Dan .. ... ONntario ......coovviiiiiiiin Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole .................... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ...t e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ... Beaches— Woodbine ................ Lib.
Mitchell, ANy . ... Parry Sound — Muskoka.............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources

DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Kenora— Rainy River ................ Lib
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NUNZIAEa, JONN . . oo e e e e York South—Weston ................ Lib.
O BHEN, Pat . ... London —Middlesex ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Victoria— Haliburton ................ Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ......... ... i Welland — St. Catharines— Thorold ... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . .. ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ............. ...l Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial Ingtitutions) ........ ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
PEtersOn, JIM ..o Willowdale.......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth . . ... .o HamiltonMountain................... Lib.
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .... Essex—Kent........................ Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton—Ped ....................... Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence and

Minister of VeteransAffairs. . ... Perth— Wellington— Waterloo ... .. .. Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada .. ............ EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
St DENIS, Brent . ... Algoma ... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— FrenchRiver .......... Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, BOb ... Haldimand— Norfolk ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .............. Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue . ..., Brant ............c Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArewW . ... Waterloo ... Lib.
Thalheimer, PEter . . ... Timmins—Chapleau . ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy . ... Burlington............. ... ... ... .. Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAI . .. Lambton— Middlesex ................ Lib.
VA, TONY . Lincoln ... Lib.
Vanclief, Lyle. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health ...................... Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM ScarboroughWest .................... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... Essex —Windsor .................... Lib.
WOoOod, BOD . .. NIpisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ......... ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic Canada Cadigan ............coiiiiiiiia Lib.

OpPOIUNILIESAGENCY) . . .o ot ettt et e e e
MCGUITE, J0B ..\ttt Egmont ........... ... ... .l Lib.
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ..................... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.

QUEBEC (75)

Allmand, HON.WaImeN .. ... o Notre-Dame-de-Gréce ............... Lib.
ASSA, MarK ..o Gatineau— LaLiévre................. Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccouioo... BQ
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant—=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Sant-Denis ........... ... Lib.
Balidle Richard . ... LaPrairie.................. o .. BQ
Bellehumeur,Michel . ......... . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres ... BQ
Bernier,Gilles ... ... Beauce.............o i Ind.



Political
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Bernier,MalriCe .. ..... ... M égantic— Compton — Stanstead . . . . . BQ
BarNier, YVaN . .o Gaspe. ... BQ
Bertrand, Robert . ... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
BriEn, PIETe . .o Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanUEl, RENE ... .. Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development —

QUEDEC) . .o Outremont........................... Lib.
Charest, HON. JEAN J. .. ..o e Sherbrooke ............ ... PC
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ...t Sant-Maurice ................ .. Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . .. ...\ttt e e FrontenaC ........................... BQ
Cré&te, Paul . ... Kamouraska— Riviere-du-Loup ...... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ........... ... LavalCentre......................o... BQ
Daviault, MiChel .. ... . Ahuntsic ............... .. ... BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... LavalEBast ..............ccoiiiii BQ
deSavoye, Piarme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Deshaies,Bernard . ... ...t Abitibi ....... .. BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............ Vaudreuil ............ ... ... . ..., Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ot e e e e e e e L&ViS ... BQ
Duceppe, GIlleS . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUIICE . . . o e et Argenteuil — Papineau. ............... BQ
Dupuy, Hon. Michel . ... ... LavalWest ...l Lib.
Fillion, Gilbert ... ... Chicoutimi ......................ou.. BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila . ... MountRoyal ........................ Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Labour and Deputy L eader of the Government in

theHouse of COmMMONS . ... ... . e Saint-Léonard ....................... Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStiang . ... ..ottt QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gagnon, PatriCk . .. ... .. Bonaventure— les-de-la—Madeleine. ..  Lib.
Gauthier, Michel, Leader of theOpposition ................ ..o ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
GOdiN, MaUFICe . ...t e Chéteauguay ..............ccooviin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..o e e e e Laurentides........................ . BQ
Guimond, Michel .. ... . Beauport — Montmorency — Orléans .. BQ
Jacob, JEAN—MaIC . . .o Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t e Mercier .......c.coviiiiiiiii. BQ
Landry, JEan . ... Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Langlois, FranGoiS . . . ...ttt e e Bellechasse.................o.cot BQ
Lauring ReNE . . .. Joliette . ......... . BQ
Lavigne Laurent .. ... ... i e Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun— Saint—Paul ................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
Leblanc, NIC . ... Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
LefEbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... BQ
LErOUX, GaSION . . ...ttt e e e e e e e e e Richmond—Wolfe .................. BQ
Leroux, JEBan H. ... ... Shefford .............. BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ... Lachine— Lac-Saint-Louis........... Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. Québec—Est...............ciiiiil. BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........... .. ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INfrastructure . .. ... o Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ

Mercier, Paul . ... Blainville— Deux—Montagnes. .. ... ... BQ
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NUNEZ, OSvaldo .. ... e Bourassa ............cciiiiiii BQ
Paradis, DEniS. . ... Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Parg, Philippe . ..o LouisHeébert ........................ BQ
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpMENt . ... . Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau— Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Richelieu............................ BQ
Pomerleau, ROQEr .. ... ... Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ BQ
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Saint—Henri— Westmount ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
St—Laurent, Bernard . ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Terrebonne ... BQ
Tremblay, Benoit . ... ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZanNe . .. ... ..o Rimouski — Témiscouata . ............ BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Hubert ........................ BQ
VA CANCY JONQUIEre. ...

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

ARNOUSE, VIC . oo Mackenzie............... ... .. ... NDP
Axworthy, Chris ... Saskatoon— Clark’sCrossing ......... NDP
Bodnar, Morris, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry, Minister for the

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Minister of Western Economic

DIVErSIICAION . . Saskatoon— Dundurn ................ Lib.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. Ref.
COolliNS, BEINIE . . .ot e Souris— MooseMountain ............ Lib.
dedong, SIMON . ... Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Agricultureand Agri-Food . .................. Regina—Wascana................... Lib.
Hermanson, EIWin . . ... Kinderdey — Lloydminster............ Ref.
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