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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, March 21, 1997

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

PRIVILEGE

DEPARTMENT OF CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | rise on a question of privilege with regard to
actions taken by officials of the Department of Citizenship and
Immigration who, in my opinion, have acted in contempt of
Parliament.

This morning | was told that | would not be allowed into a
preview of a press conference with department officials giving
details of proposed changes to legislation or regulations given by
the minister. Mr. Speaker, | would like to refer you to Joseph
Maingot's Parliamentary Privilege in Canada, page 14 where it
states that the Senate and the House of Commons have the power or
right to punish actions, which, while not appearing to be breaches
of any specific privilege, are offences against their authority or
dignity. Such actions, though often called breaches of privilege
should more properly be considered contempts.

| rise because | feel that the actions of the department of
immigration have been in contempt of Parliament.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, it is the practice of this place to
include opposition members when detailed briefings are given on
changesto regulations. | feel that the attempt by the department to
deny me access until after the media had received the information
is to deny me my privilege to information.

It istime that we as members of Parliament object to departmen-
tal officials placing the needs and desires of the media ahead of
members of Parliament and the House.

| would like you to consider seriously that this is a contempt of
Parliament and of my privileges as a member of Parliament. The
media was given information that was going to be denied to me
until two hours after the fact.

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| understand the hon. member’s feelings and | sympathize with
them.

From the point of view of parliamentary privilege | would ask
you to consider whether what she is saying applies to matters that
are extra-parliamentary or non-parliamentary. We are not talking
about a sitting of the House of Commons. We are not talking about
a sitting of one of its committees. We are talking about a meeting
that officials decided to have with members of the press.

If the hon. member is right, does this mean that any MP has a
right to go to any meeting officials have with the press or with
interest groups, et cetera? Is there no right on the part of the
officials, or the minister for that matter, to say that they are entitled
to have under some circumstances what amount to private meet-
ings?

While | understand the member’s desire to be informed and it is
commendable in terms of what she wants to do as critic for her
party, | respectfully ask the Chair to consider whether what sheis
complaining about is, in fact, something parliamentary, raising all
the rules and considerations of parliamentary privilege.

The Deputy Speaker: | wonder if the hon. member who raised
the point of privilege would be kind enough to indicate where the
meeting was held and who ultimately was present, who arranged
the meeting and that kind of detail.

Ms. Meredith: Mr. Speaker, | will. The meeting was called by
the Department of Citizenship and Immigration in the press
building across the street on Wellington. It was a briefing of the
details of the changes to the immigrant investors program. When
we asked if we could attend, the department told us that we would
not be allowed to attend and that | would be given the same briefing
by the same departmental officials after question period, which
would be more than two hours after the detailed briefing had been
given to the media. The time of the briefing was nine o' clock this
morning.

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, first |
would like to respond to the words of the government House leader
who talked about private meetings and how they relate to this
matter. | cannot imagine how the government House leader would
think that a briefing of the media could in any way be interpreted as
a private meeting.



9312

COMMONSDEBATES

March 21, 1997

The Budget

| would like to draw the attention of the House to Erskine May’s
21t edition, page 115. It states that an offence for contempt may
be treated as contempt even though there is no precedent for the
offence. It is, therefore, impossible to list every act which might
be considered to amount to contempt, the part punished for such
an offence being of its nature discretionary.

These situations happen far too often. | refer to Commons
Debates of November 20, 1996, at page 6505, when | stated in the
House: “ That | had been advised that tomorrow’ —being Novem-
ber 21—"“members of Parliament will not be given a copy of the
report by the royal commission on aboriginal affairs. It will be
given to the press, to the media, but not to members of Parliament.

You, Mr. Speaker, in the Chair replied that | would appreciate the
word ‘‘inchoate”” because it would not happen until the following
day. Because | raised it as a matter of privilege, the government
went out of its way to ensure that a few copies of the report of the
royal commission were delivered in order that my question of
privilege would be negated before the offence took place.

Themeeting wasat 9 am. itisnow 10.10 am. Therefore | would
state that the contempt has taken place and must be ruled on
accordingly.

Mr. Speaker, | would aso like to draw your attention to a
situation of some time ago where | raised a question of privilege
regarding questions | have had on the Order Paper for amost two
years. There have been some quotes in the newspapers—

The Deputy Speaker: | do not think that is the matter we are
dealing with at the moment. If the hon. member has anything
further to say on the precise question that has been raised by his
colleague, please deal with that.

Mr. Williams: Mr. Speaker, | was pointing out that the issue of
contempt has arisen in this area on numerous occasions. Govern-
ment staff have been quoted in the media as saying that they have
no intention of responding to my question on the Order Paper.
These types of offences are happening far too often. Now we have
another one this morning from the member for Surrey—White
Rock—South Langley.

| hope you take the matter seriously and report back to the House
that there has been contempt.

Mr. Gray: Mr. Speaker, in a constructive way | would like to
advance a point that had not occurred to me when | spoke. The
premises in question are not parliamentary buildings. They are
occupied by the press gallery which | think as part of the traditional
autonomy of the gallery runs the press conferences in the press
theatre.

It may be that the hon. member has a complaint to the executive
of the press gallery which manages the press conferences or
briefings. In recent years it has become more strict about how

many MPs and their staff it will alow even into the press gallery
theatre to listen to open press conferences.

| am just in a constructive way adding a fact that | would have
put on the tableif | had thought of it when | spoke earlier. Also, do
the hon. member and her colleagues intend to say that | will have a
question of privilege if | am not allowed into their confidential
briefings when they prepare for question period? Mr. Speaker, if
that isthe case | would be happy to ask you to take that into account
as well.

The Deputy Speaker: | am going to reserve on this matter but |
will alow the hon. member to speak for athird time on the matter
that has just been raised by our colleague across the floor.

Ms. Meredith: Mr. Speaker, it would be very tempting to do
what the House leader of the government suggested.

To clarify the matter, because we felt the Department of Citizen-
ship and Immigration did not have the right to deny us access, we
did follow up by phoning the press gallery. We were told that the
department did not have the right to deny me access to that
building.

The point of my concern is that we had departmental officials
trying to prevent members of Parliament from getting information
at the same time as the media was getting information on the
details of government regulations. My objection is to the treatment
| was given as a member of Parliament by the staff in the office of
the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.

The Deputy Speaker: | thank the member for Surrey—White
Rock—South Langley, the hon. government House leader and the
member for St. Albert. The Chair will reserve on this and will get
back as quickly as it can with a ruling on the matter.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

THE BUDGET

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF MINISTER OF FINANCE

The House resumed from March 19 consideration of the motion
that this House approves in genera the budgetary policy of the
government.

Mr. Ray Speaker (Lethbridge, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, thank you
for the opportunity to participate in the debate on the 1997 budget. |
will be splitting my time with one of my colleagues, so in my 10
minutes | will talk about an issue that has aggravated western
Canadians for years: the endless attempt by successive govern-
ments, Tory and Liberal, to buy Quebec’s love with large amounts
of federal largesse.
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To understand the source of thisirritation | will point out a few
blatant examples from this and recent Parliaments. Second, | will
talk about why successive Liberal and Tory governments have felt
compelled to perpetuate this habit of favouring Quebec to the
detriment of other provinces and other territories. | would like to
spend my last few minutes outlining why my Reform colleagues
and | feel there is a better way to address the Quebec question.

® (1015)

On the first point, | have watched this dance play itself out
between Ottawa and Quebec for the last 30 years. Quebecers say
they are unhappy with the federal system and if something is not
done they will leave.

Instead of sitting down and addressing Quebec's concerns, the
federal politicians in Ottawa are consistent in trying to buy itslove
instead of dealing with the matter. Here are a few examples.

To put it bluntly, in dollar terms Quebecers benefit dispropor-
tionately from the federation itself. For example, Quebec accounts
for only 25 per cent of the Canadian population yet it receives
30 per cent of al federa transfers to provinces.

The equalization program is supposed to assist the poorest
provinces to provide services to their people. Quebec, the fourth
richest provincein Canada, receives more equalization dollarsthan
any other provinces. It receives more than the four Atlantic
provinces combined.

The separatists will dispute these facts and claim that Quebec
pays more to Ottawa in taxes than it receives in transfers and
program spending. This is not true. The fact is that Quebec paid
22 per cent of total federal income tax, which isless than its 25 per
cent share of the population and considerably less than its 30 per
cent share of federal transfer dollars.

Thissystemic biasin favour of Quebec isnot what really irritates
western Canadians. Rather, what galls my constituents in Leth-
bridge, in southern Albertaand in other placesin western Canadais
the blatant political pork which successive federal administrations,
Liberals and Tories, have shovelled into Quebec.

Let us take some examples. The infrastructure program was
supposed to be for roads and sewers, basic infrastructure. The very
first infrastructure project announced by the government was a
convention centre for Quebec City. Do we need another example?
How about the canoe museum in the Prime Minister’s home town
of Shawinigan? Then there were business subsidies. Last weekend
it was $600,000 for a hotel in Shawinigan in the Prime Minister's
riding. The next day it was an $8.1 million sock factory for
Montreal, with the taxpayers of Canada footing the hill.

The Budget

How about Bombardier? Over the past 15 years total federal
subsidies to this giant corporation totalled $1.2 billion: 1.2 billion
of taxpayers' dollars to a company that earned $400 million in
profit last year. It had a profit. It could have gone to the market and
got the money on its own without the intervention and the handout
of the Liberal government in Ottawa.

Thefinal example | would like to useis the allocation of federal
funds to assist provinces with the settlement of immigrants and
refugees. Under the terms of a deal signed during the Mulroney
administration Quebec was guaranteed $90 million per year for that
program. In turn Quebec agreed to accept 25 per cent of Canadian
immigrants. Quebec has not honoured that agreement. Today
Quebec only accepts 12 per cent of Canada's immigrants but
continuesto receive the $90 million. That iswrong. That represents
roughly 30 per cent of the total funds allocated to that program.

To illustrate this geographicaly, British Columbia receives
about $1,000 in federal funds for each immigrant. For the same
immigrant in the province of Quebec the allocation is $3,327.

® (1020)

My constituents want to know why there is a double standard.
The reason is that successive Liberal and Tory governments—and
this oneis asbad as the rest—have refused to address the | egitimate
concerns of Quebecers about the federal system. Their selfish
refusal to abandon the status quo and make real change means the
federal government has nothing to offer Quebecers except federal
largesse. Instead of renewing the federal union to keep them in
Canada the government tries to buy their loyalty instead.

It is a losing proposition. After three decades of overspending
the federal government simply does not have enough money |eft.
More important, peopl€'s loyalty or love for the nation cannot be
bought with government money.

The bottom line is that Quebecers are unhappy with the way the
nation works and have been for some time. Quebecers object to a
domineering federal government that intrudes into provincial
jurisdiction. They object to an elitist status quo that vests powersto
the Prime Minister and his respective cabinet which not allow them
to elect their own senators or appoint their own lieutenant gover-
nors.

It isironic that many other Canadians object to exactly the same
things, especialy western Canadians. As my leader said last week
in Oshawa, Quebec sent 50 BQ membersto Parliament and western
Canada sent 50 Reform members to Parliament because both
parties articulated the contempt felt by Canadians toward the
political status quo. The big difference is that Reformers offered a
plan to rebuild the federation while the separatists in the House are
merely offering to tear it down.
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What is the new path Reformers would like to offer Canadians?
It should reach the ears of some Liberals who sit rather deaf in
the House. What would we like to do?

We would rebalance the federation by transferring control of
jurisdictions such as resources, training, culture, housing and
tourism back to the provinces where they belong. We would forbid
any new encroachments on provincial jurisdiction through use of
federal spending power. We would replace federal cash transfers
with atax point system of transfers to prevent future governments
from dlashing such transfers the way the present government has
done. We would reform our democratic institutions to alow for
election of senators, freer votes in the House of Commons,
provincia input into judicial appointments and much more. We
would give the final word on any constitutional amendment to the
people of Canada in the form of a national referendum.

The bottom lineis that if the next federal government continues
to resist fundamental systemic changesto our federation Quebecers
will more than likely choose to leave. The concern in western
Canada will continue.

If, however, the next government commits itself to real change
and offers al Canadians including Quebecers a new deal then the
Canadian federation would finally be placed on the foundation it
needs to lead usin a confident and united way into the 21st century.

As we move into the possibility of a spring election it is
incumbent upon the current members of Parliament to consider that
itis easy to play political games and to seek re-election for the sake
of having power in the country. However, if parliamentarians and
those going into the next election look at their responsibilities and
their goals and are unable to say they have a new plan to build a
Canada for all Canadians rather than just for a political party, we
are doing a major disservice to our history. That will be the
challenge of the 1997 election.

® (1025)

Canthe Liberal Party and the Tory Party step over the bridge and
away from their continuous goal for years of seeking power and of
handing out federal government largesse to Quebec and maybe to
other provinces just to get votes which allow them to stay in
power? Can they cross over that bridge and change their ways and
take responsibility for building a better nation? It istime they tried.

Mr. John Cummins (Delta, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, as my col-
league suggested, Ottawa seems consumed with appeasing Quebec.
Federal funds flow into that province without reason. At the same
time provincial policies drive money out of that province.

This enrages many people in the province of British Columbia
and weakens the attachment of many of them to Canada. Does the
favouritism shown to Quebec strengthen the nationa fabric of
Canada?

Mr. Speaker (Lethbridge): Mr. Speaker, favouritism has been
going on for years. Federal largesse has been handed out in an
unplanned way to Quebec, the maritimes, Ontario and even to the
west in an attempt to buy votes. That is one of the observations |
made with respect to the current Liberal government.

When the Liberals were elected in 1993 it was over ayear before
we saw a budget plan. We heard about studies. We were told they
were thinking about things. They were delaying. They were going
to hear witnesses. They were going to do all kinds of things but
they were not going to implement a plan.

What happened in the 1994-95 budget? The Minister of Finance
was not ready with a plan. We lost a year in which we could have
reduced the deficit significantly. We could have dealt with it when
Canadians were in favour of that type of action. We had to wait
until the budget of 1995-96 for the Liberals to do something.

Aslong as the government has asits priority handing out money
to Quebec to get political support and to maintain political power,
Canadians will be discontent whether they live in B.C., Alberta or
the maritimes. Somewhere along the line that approach to govern-
ment must stop.

Mr. Werner Schmidt (Okanagan Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member for Lethbridge mentioned a lot of things about
Quebec, the Constitution, the security of Canada and unity. Those
are very significant issues. However another area that has been of
concern to me has to do with the promise to create jobs.

Could the member give us some examples of measuresin the last
two budgets which gave encouragement to young peoplein the area
of job creation?

The Reform Party, with its fresh start program, is telling young
people that there is hope. There is a vision for Canada which will
give them job security, stability and hope. It will give them the
things they want for their families and their future.

Could he say a few words about that?

Mr. Speaker (Lethbridge): Mr. Speaker, | reiterate a point |
made earlier. If the Liberal government had been elected with a
plan to reduce the deficit and bring forward a balanced budget
during the 35th Parliament, there would have been a greater
amount of stability in the Canadian economy and a greater amount
of confidence in the nation.

The 1997-98 budget could have been a balanced budget.
® (1030)

If that happened, the confidence of the investors in Canada
would have been greater. We would have had investment in all
kinds of small and medium size business across this nation.



March 21, 1997

COMMONS DEBATES

9315

The consumers of Canada who would have been more secure
in their jobs would have been ready to spend money and buy.
However, the problem is confidence is not there. The Minister of
Finance stands in the House and says interest rates are low.

We remember what happened in the 1970s when interest rates
ballooned into the 18 to 23 per cent range and there was a floating
interest rate that a small company or as a small businessman or a
farmer took out. It devastated their business. It took all the cash
flow and we are scared that that could happen again. This govern-
ment has not come to grips with its finances. The confidence level
in this country is horrible even though it has been glazed over by a
good media communications plan by the Minister of Finance.

That is not going to hold water very long. If the interest ratesin
United States start to increase, we know the Canadian interest rates
are going to follow. That, in turn, is only going to reduce the
confidence of the investor and the consumer.

That leaves our young people, 25 per cent between the ages of 18
and 25, who are now currently unemployed in a very unstable
condition. We must deal with our budget in a more responsible

way.

Mr. John Cummins (Delta, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, four yearsago |
came to this place excited at the prospect of trying to affect some
change here. At that time, | shared the enthusiasm of my fellow
Reformers for fiscal prudence and for promoting the notion of
fiscal prudence and some sort of social responsibility. As well, |
came with an interest in the fishery, especially the fishery on the
west coast.

Canada's fisheries represent a valuable nationa resource. The
responsibility for that resourceis vested in the federal government.
It isaconstitutional responsibility, one that the federal government
cannot ignore. Yet this government has failed miserably in that
regard.

It has ignored the best advice of the Supreme Court of Canada. It
has ignored countless participants and shareholders in the fisheries
who have attempted to offer good and solid advice to the govern-
ment. Most curiously, it was ignored by a former Speaker of the
House whom this government appointed to conduct areview of the
Fraser River fishery in 1994.

Why | bring this up in the context of the budget is that the federal
department of fisheries has a budget this year approaching $1.2
billion. We are not talking peanuts here. We are talking about a
huge budget, one which is not spent wisely and one which putsthis
valuable natural resource at risk.

Mr. Fraser in his comments suggested the same: *“DFO must
formulate a strategy and a plan that will marshal the personnel,
facilities, equipment and communications systems needed to re-es-
tablish a credible enforcement deterrent. The first step in the

The Budget

process must be a proper assessment of what is required at
minimum to ensure adequate enforcement. This cannot be achieved
in the context of a budget exercise”.

What the former Speaker was saying was that when there is a
department like fisheries and oceans with a constitutional responsi-
bility to protect a national resource, we cannot simply take the
accountant’s view and start slashing at the budget. We first have to
determine what is needed to protect that resource and go from
there. In managing the budget this government has not done that.

That is not to say, necessarily, that we are standing here saying
that more money must be spent. What we are saying isthat a proper
assessment must be taken of what is needed. We must ensure that
the moneys spent are spent wisely.

In 1994 the government reaffirmed its support for something
known as the aboriginal fishing strategy. This was a strategy that
established a racially segregated fishery on the west coast which
the previous government said was an obligation as a result of a
Supreme Court decision and Sparrow. This of course was false.

® (1035)

Nevertheless, a mid-term review was conducted of this program
in 1996. In that mid-term review it was noted that reallocation of
money from within DFO to the aboriginal fishing strategy starved
the real needs of the department such as enforcement.

What we have here is an abuse of priorities. Where the key
priority must be enforcing regulations and laws and protecting the
resource, the government in its wisdom took money from that
critical areaand put it into an areawhich came about asaresult of a
political need rather than a constitutional need.

Within ayear of coming to power, the government reaffirmed its
support for this aboriginal fishing strategy and approved the
continuation of AFS commercia sales projects and allocated
money away from key enforcement areas. Thisis totally unaccept-
able.

DFO auditors went over the results of the mid-term review and
they noted two things. The first thing they said is that it was
difficult to get an overall sense of what had been accomplished
through the expenditure of almost $100 million over four years.
That $100 million was spent on this aborigina fishing strategy.

The auditors went on to say that most of the examples used in the
document contained no hard data, thus they had no way of knowing
the magnitude of the project, whether it was cost effective or how
the results were determined.

The government asked Mr. Matkin, former head of the B.C.
business council, to conduct a review of this aborigina fishing
strategy. The review was completed toward the end of January and
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the government promised that this review would be made public.
We are still waiting for the publication of that review.

At the same time as we are waiting, it is preventing the
government from doing its job and that is preparing for the
upcoming fishing season. In a draft of the Matkin report, Mr.
Matkin noted that these pilot sales programs were in arut and that
something must be done. Yet again we are waiting and waiting for
something to come about here.

The government further spent money on ancther study, a study
which would deal with the coast wide implications of using the
Nisga a treaty as a model for treaties which would be established
coast wide and the impact of using that treaty as a model,
especially with this fisheries component. In other words, what is
the cost of replicating the Nisga'a treaty coast wide to the
commercia fishing industry?

Over ayear ago we applied under access to information to get a
copy of that study. It took 12 months. The Department of Fisheries
and Oceans, in its wisdom, refused to release anything to us, not
even the cover page of that 98 page document. We are still working
through access to information to get it. What does the department
have to fear from the public understanding of what it is doing and
what the cost is going to be in settling these treaties?

My colleague from Fraser Valley East has also asked the
department for a study it did on the Sto:lo and their budget. He still
has not been able to get that. There was a May report, again
commissioned by the department. We are waiting for action on
that. It is yet to happen. This report was delivered last December
and we are till waiting.

As| said, the department spends about $1.2 billion ayear. There
is no denying that the problemsiit faces are complex. Unfortunately
the department has not measured up to the job. Timeis running out
for Parliament to examine the workings of this department and yet
examine it must.

Last fall afederal court judge accused the department of alitany
of corrupt behaviour which included vote rigging and sham
consultative process. This had reference to dealing with the
establishment of a halibut quota system on the west coast.

® (1040)

The federal court judge noted: ““A DFO official’s unwillingness
to face the obvious meaning of his own words caused the court to
doubt the reliability of the evidence offered in defence of the
minister’s, DFO’s, and his own position”. This is a tremendous
indictment of the department. The judge went on to say: “Rules
were simply broken because it was necessary to do so to reach the
planned objective’”.

The minister has refused to this point to dissociate himself from
the action of the official named by the court.

If the federal court of Canada can come down with an indictment
of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans with the intensity it did
last fall, why should | or why should the Canadian public have any
confidence in the ability of this department to manage this huge
budget? It is an issue that needs to be addressed and addressed
quickly by this House.

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | found
the member’s speech very interesting because it dealt with an area
of waste in the budget where there seems to be no control and no
accountability, and the auditor genera is very concerned about
spending in the whole range of activities of the Indian affairs
department.

| would like to ask the member about fishing rights and the cost
of those exercises, those legal situations that are occurring on the
Fraser River now. | realize he may not be able to speak in much
detail about cases. Has he any idea of the cost to Canadian
taxpayers for the constant intervention of officials of the Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Oceans in enforcing what are probably
illegal regulations that give fishing rights to a specific group over
another group? Yet these officials will keep spending taxpayers
money and forcing regulations that could be illegal and then not
carrying them through to get a court ruling to actually prove
whether they are legal.

Mr. Cummins: Mr. Speaker, | thank my friend for the question.
The cost to the Canadian taxpayer for these court cases has been
absolutely remarkable. We know that just the operation of this
fishery which is operating beyond the law with the consent of the
minister has cost Canadian taxpayers well over $100 million in the
last few years.

The actual legal costs to the government | cannot recall at the
moment. | do know that industry has spent over $1 million of its
own money representing itself in an intervener status in pursuing
these cases through to the Supreme Court of Canada. That isahuge
amount of money.

What is most serious about it is in focusing its energies on this
issue, the department is not able to manage the resource for other
fisheries. | have an example at hand here right now which we are
currently petitioning the minister about. That has to do with the
eulachon fishery in the Fraser River. It isasmall fishery. There are
probably only 25 to 35 participantsin it in any one year. This year
there were 20 tonnes allocated to that eulachon fishery on the
Fraser River.

Because the department could not get a management plan in
place to operate thisfishery it shut it down thisyear. It shut it down
in spite of the fact that the participants committed that they would
pay for an observer to monitor the fishery so that it would not go
over the total alowable catch and so that it would not cost the
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department any money. Yet the department has refused. It has shut
down that small fishery this year and said it cannot fish because the
government cannot get a management plan in place.

How outrageousisthat? It islike saying to afarmer *‘ you cannot
plant your crops because there may be a snowstorm in the Fraser
Canyon that is going to prevent the trains from getting to the
coast”. It isabsolutely outrageous. Yet thisisthe kind of thing that
goes on in this department time after time. Time permitting, | could
give the House example after example just as outrageous as this
one.

® (1045)

Mr. Werner Schmidt (Okanagan Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
would ask my hon. colleague to explain an area that he probably
has not touched on directly, but | think ties into the categories of
fisheries which have apparently been created.

| wonder whether within this mismanagement, this lack of
planning, there is some sort of perpetuation of inequality among
Canadians, of one group of Canadians getting one kind of advan-
tage at the expense of others.

In the time that is left, | wonder if the member could talk about
that a little bit because | think equality before the law is a very
significant issue. It attacks the very unity of the country.

Mr. Cummins. Mr. Speaker, no doubt the inequality promoted
by the aborigina fishing strategy has driven wedges between
communities which have been able to get along for the last 100
years. There was harmony, people worked and played together and
now wedges have been driven between these communities.

The industry has no faith in the department. In fact, it has been
treated better by the courts than by DFO in the past. Many in the
industry say it is preferable to litigate because the courts hear and
take into account the arguments of non-aboriginals when dealing
with the issue, something the department has refused to do.

Mrs. Beryl Gaffney (Nepean, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on February
18, my hon. colleague, the Minister of Finance, presented the
government’s 1997 budget, its fourth budget. | am pleased to speak
on this budget. | will be sharing my time with the member of
Parliament from Erie, Ontario.

It isabudget for al Canadians. It is a budget that works. It isa
budget that stays the course. It stays the course in a manner that is
seeing the deficit fall, but remains true to the ideals that Canadians
hold dear. Through this budget the government has not only
ensured but strengthened the social safety net for this generation of
Canadians and for generations of Canadians to come.

The Budget

The 1997 budget proposes selective tax cuts for low income
families, charities, the disabled, students and workers pursuing
higher education, and for parents saving for their children’s future
educations. But it is not yet feasible to consider a broad based tax
cut. When the government does so, it will ensure that atax cut is
affordable and sustainable. Broad based tax cuts would be too
costly at thistime. They would require additional spending cuts or
an increase in the deficit. Neither of these options are acceptable to
the government.

The budget continues on the course of putting Canada's finances
in order in a manner that is measured, deliberate and responsible.
This is an approach that is giving Canadians control of their own
finances.

Financial requirements will be eliminated by 1998-99. This
means that the government will not have to borrow any new money
from financial markets that year for the first time in 19 years. We
are restoring self-sufficiency.

Keeping inflation low and progress in deficit reduction have
paved the way for dramatic declines in Canada's interest rates. In
the past three years Canadian short term rates have fallen close to
5.5 percentage points, the lowest levels in close to 35 years.

By creating a favourable economic environment, the govern-
ment has enabled Canadians to save thousands of dollars ayear on
their mortgage payments and the benefits to small business have
been even more dramatic. Let me give an example. On a$1 million
loan with a 10-year amortization and monthly payments, a small
business would save approximately $33,395 over comparable
payments in 1995.

It is true that lower interest rates take time to stimulate the
economy. However, developmentsin late 1996 show that the lower
interest rates are beginning to stimulate growth. Let me give two
examples. Housing sales soared in late 1996, stimulating strong
gains in new home construction. Thisis very evident in the riding
of Nepean. Sales of consumer goods have risen strongly, led by
motor vehicle sales.

As demand has grown, so too has job creation. In the last five
months 61,000 jobs have been created by the private sector, the
majority of which are full time jobs.

The government is not alone in its optimism. It is shared by
consumer, by businesses and by private forecasters alike. Consum-
er confidence has risen for four quarters in succession. Business
confidence is at a record level with more businesses than ever
believing that, now is a good time to invest.

® (1050)

Canadian forecasters expect the economy to grow by 3.3 per cent
in 1997 and by nearly 3 per cent in 1998. They expect the economy
to create between 300,000 and 350,000 jobs during 1997 with
similar results in 1998. That is good news. Even international
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forecasters are impressed with Canada’s achievements. The OECD
expects Canada and the U.K. to lead the G7 nations in growth for
1997 and it expects Canada aone to lead the G7 in job creation this
year. The IMF aso paints a rosy picture of Canada’'s economic
outlook.

While the budget is helping to create a climate for long term jobs
and growth, the government is also investing in immediate job
creation, bridging the gap to the stronger growth that will result
from lower interest rates. Through the Canadian infrastructure
works program, the government has provided $2 billion in partner-
ship with municipalities and provinces for $6 billion worth of
investment in 12,000 different projects right across the country.

In the 1997 budget the government proposes to increase this
commitment by an additional $425 million. When leveraged with
municipal and provincial contributions, this could translate into
approximately $1.8 billion worth of new investment and hence new
jobs.

To further stimulate job growth, El premium rates will be
reduced by another 10 cents on January 1, 1998 and the new hires
program will completely eliminate EI premiums this year for
additional employees hired by amost 900,000 eligible small
businesses. This reduction of payroll taxes will save both employ-
ers and employees, including thosein Nepean, $1.7 billion in 1997.
That is a very significant amount.

The budget invests in both the construction sector and needy
households through a $50 million extension of the residential
rehabilitation assistance program.

Tourism will get a further economic shot in the arm with a $15
million injection to the Canadian Tourism Commission. And $50
million to the Business Development Bank will help finance the
private sector tourism infrastructure.

Neither is rural business forgotten. The 1997 budget provides
$50 million to the Farm Credit Corporation to expand its capacity
to support rural economic growth and diversification. Through the
community access program, rural small businesses are being
hel ped to plug into the Internet to the tune of $30 million over three
years.

Another important initiative in the budget is the reduction of the
paper burden for small business. Eligible businesses will be able to
file quarterly rather than monthly. Then there are the budget
measures that invest in long term job creation and growth. An
important component of thislong term strategy isthe government’s
support for Canadian youth and for education and skills training.

In addition to the youth employment strategy, the funds for
which were provided in the 1996 budget, federal assistance for
higher education and skills enhancement will be enriched by $137

million in 1998-99. This alotment will grow to $275 million
annually when the full impact of these measures come into effect.

Through the proposed education credit, the tuition credit and the
carry forward of the unused portion of credits, the government has
demonstrated its commitment to education. Students who need
help repaying their loans will have their deferral period extended
from 18 to 30 months. The loan repayment schedule will be tied
directly to income in co-operation with interested provinces,
lenders and other groups. The registered education savings plan
contribution limit will double, and parents will be able to transfer
unused RESP income into their RRSPs if their children do not
pursue higher education.

No long term growth strategy would be complete without
investment in innovation. Again, the 1997 budget proposes the
creation of the Canada Foundation for Innovation. One of the main
budget initiatives, the foundation will help to modernize research
infrastructure at Canadian post-secondary institutions and research
hospitals in health, environment, science and engineering.

The foundation will help Canadians be at the leading edge of
research and technology developments which keep our industries
competitive and create the jobs of tomorrow. It will encourage the
best and brightest Canadian researchers to stay in Canada. It will
assist in generating the kind of technology oriented graduates the
future workforce will require. With its vibrant high tech sector,
benefits such as these will be invaluable to the Nepean high tech
community. The foundation will develop partnerships among
educational institutions, research hospitals, business and non-profit
sectors, individual Canadians and the provinces which could
trigger approximately $2 billion worth of spending in research
infrastructure.

® (1055)

These initiatives are all important for the creation of jobs and
growth. However, if we lost our compassion in the processit would
not be worth the price. | want to stress that the government has not
lost its compassion in its fight to bring down the deficit. That is
evident in the budget proposals that sustain and strengthen the
social safety net. Included among these measures is $300 million
which will be spent over three years to improve the delivery of
health services to Canadians.

These announcements address a number of recommendations
made in the report by the National Forum on Health. That includes
$150 million for a health transition fund to investigate new and
better approaches to providing heath care, $50 million allotted
over three years for the Canada health information system and
$100 million over three years in additional funding to the commu-
nity action program for children and the Canada prenatal nutrition-
al program.
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The federal government is aso providing support for medicare
and other socia programs through the Canada health and social
transfer.

While health is of prime importance, so too is the need to ensure
our children’s successful passage into adulthood. That is why the
budget proposal for a national child benefit system is a major step
forward.

Under the national child benefit system, the federal government
will introduce an enriched Canada child tax benefit, while the
provinces and territories will redirect some of their spending into
improved services and benefits for low income working families.
The proposal includes a two-step enrichment of the current child
tax benefit to create a new $6 billion Canada child tax benefit by
July 1998.

Canadians with disabilities have also been addressed by the
budget. As well, charities have not been ignored.

In conclusion, we are staying the course on deficit reduction. We
areinvesting in short term and long term strategies to stimulate job
creation and growth.

The Deputy Speaker: | am terribly sorry to interrupt the hon.
member, but her time has expired.

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
member talked about compassion and how wonderful the budget
was because it had gone slow. | wonder if the member recognizes
that presently the debt is $600 billion and the interest payment on
that debt is about $50 billion, give or take, per year at present
interest rates. If the interest rates go up by 1 per cent it will add $6
billion ayear, 2 per cent will add $12 billion and 3 per cent will add
$18 hillion.

How compassionate will her go slow budget ook when interest
rates rise 3 per cent and we have to slash $18 hillion more from
social programs because her government went too slow?

Mrs. Gaffney: Mr. Speaker, obviously the Reform member was
not listening to my speech. We are a very compassionate govern-
ment. We have dealt with al of these programs in a most
compassionate way.

The deficit hasto be reduced first. Onceit is reduced then we can
start on the debt. Until we get the annual operating budget in order,
there is no way we can start on the annual debt.

He is quite correct in stating that if interest rates rise and if
inflation rises, it would certainly hurt our ability to reduce our
indebtedness, both through the annual operating deficit and the
debt.

We are quite confident that we have our house in order. Interest
rates are down and inflation is under control. Obviously, we are at
the mercy of international markets. We hope that what he says will
not happen. | really see it as being hypothetical.

S0.31

Mr. John O'Reilly (Victoria—Haliburton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| want to congratul ate the hon. member for her fine approach to the
budget and the informative speech which she gave.

| wonder if she could elaborate a little on measures for the
disabled which are in the budget.

Mrs. Gaffney: Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member for giving
me the opportunity to speak on personswith disabilitiesas| did not
have time to do it in my speech. The proposed measures in the
budget will alocate $230 million over three years to assist the
disabled.

® (1100)

The list of expenses eligible for the medical expense credit will
be broadened. We will eliminate the $5,000 limit on the deduction
for attendant care expenses for disabled earners. Audiologists will
be allowed to certify eligibility for the disability tax credit.

The definition of a preferred beneficiary of a trust will be
broadened to include adults who are dependent on others because
of mental or physical infirmity. The customs tariff will be changed
to provide duty free entry for goods designed for usein this area. |
could go on and on.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

HOCKEY

Mr. Raymond Bonin (Nickel Belt, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on last
Wednesday we fought the annual page-MP hockey challenge. |
wish to announce that the MPs have dropped their protest and
assault charges against the pages. The MP team concedes that the
winners of the game are the pages. The score was pages 7 and
MPs 6.

We congratulate the pages and we thank them for organizing a
fun evening. We aso thank the fans who provided the moral
support and entertainment between periods.

| would not want to end this statement before recognizing a key
figure in the page victory, the referee, our hon. colleague, the
government whip.

* Kk %

HEALTH

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
where are the priorities of the federal government? Since 1994 the
Liberals chose to hack, gut and gouge health care to the tune of
$3.6 hillion. The effects of this slash and burn policy have been
devastating.

In Quesnel and district there are only 44 hospital beds for a
population of 25,000 and the sick and suffering are being cared for
in the hallways. Unfortunately the Liberals do not seem to care.
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While people were hurting they chose to give $221,500 to the
Saciety for Canoe Championships. While people were hurting they
chose to give $734,766 to the Majestic Fur Association. While
people were hurting they chose to give thousands of dollarsto build
golf courses, ski hills and club houses.

Canadians believe health care and human life are more important
than new golf courses and canoe championships. That is why
Reform will reinvest $4 billion into health care and education. We
will show compassion to the suffering and we will make the needs
of the sick and hurting our top priority.

ST. JOHN'S HARBOUR

Mrs. Bonnie Hickey (St. John's East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
hon. Brian Tobin, Premier of Newfoundland and L abrador, brought
down his 1997 budget yesterday. In addition to developing the
provinces rich base of natural resources, the budget alots
$1.5 million for the clean up of the St. John's harbour, one of North
America's oldest seaports.

Its proud and rich heritage will be celebrated this year during the
Cabot 500 celebration when thousands of tourists from around the
world will visit the city as Cabot's replica sailing ship, the
Matthew, makes its historic landing on June 24.

The harbour clean up is dlated to begin as quickly as possible. It
is something | have been working toward since | first took office. |
commend Premier Brian Tobin's efforts to take this vital step
toward addressing a growing environmental concern surrounding
the future of the St. John's harbour.

MEMBER FOR BEAVER RIVER

Mrs. Sue Barnes (London West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today is
the international day for the elimination of racia discrimination.
The offhand comments about gender equality in the House of
Commons made last night at a Reform fund raiser is an example of
the type of misinformation and lack of sensitivity that can lead to
discrimination, racial or otherwise.

As a legislator and as a woman | take offence at the Reform
member for Beaver River joking about gender equality in the
House of Commons, that it would spell trouble at certain times of
the month. She said: “What would happen if we were al PMSed
the same week” ? | personaly had a hot flash when | read this
report and it was not hormonally induced.

Women definitely have a place in the House. We work hard and
effectively every day of the month for the betterment of our
legidature, our constituencies and society.

I now know what Reform women say. | shudder to think what
Reform men think.

[Translation]

SOMALIA INQUIRY

Mr. Maurice Godin (Chateauguay, BQ): Mr. Speaker, we have
heard that the Libera government has decided to substitute a
Senate committee for the Somalia commission of inquiry headed
by Mr. Justice Létourneau.

The public will not be fooled. The government is clearly doing
everything it can to try to patch up its defence minister’s mistakes.
In fact, the Senate committee will be both judge and judged. Think
of al the attempts to cover up the truth that have been made under
the Conservatives and the Liberals.

We will recall that documents were falsified, and others
shredded or otherwise destroyed. We also recall the ** search day”,
the big scramble for lost documents. A real farce.

® (1105)

What we want, and al Canadians want, is the truth. Again, the
Liberal government, by refusing to extend the mandate of the
L étourneau commission, is undermining whatever little credibility
it has left.

[English]

MEMBER FOR BEAVER RIVER

Mrs. Geor gette Sheridan (Saskatoon—Humboldt, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | commend the member for Beaver River for bringing
gender equity to a sexist remark. | would have thought that as one
who describes herself as a woman, the member would avoid using
cheap sexist jokes to score a few points in her bid for re-election.

Women in al professions have long struggled against the
misconception that they are biologically incapable of performing
well in traditionally male dominated occupations, accused of being
victims of their hormones or too emotional for serious jobs.

Here we have the House leader for the Reform Party perpetuat-
ing this myth with her crude remarks about PM'S making women
unfit for the House of Commons.

My Reform Party colleagues find this wildly amusing. | hope
they find their dismal electora results equally funny.

* Kk %

ELVIS STOJKO

Mr. Werner Schmidt (Okanagan Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
contrary to earlier news reports Elvis is very much aive and has
not left the building.
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Last night in Lausanne, Switzerland, Canadian figure skating
champion Elvis Stojko reclaimed his world championship title, his
third in four years. Elvis was in fourth place after the short
program earlier this week, but last night he delivered a masterful
performance that included the first quad-triple combination to be
landed in world championship competition.

Elvis is indeed god of the quad. His performance included not
only the quad but eight other triple jumps and a virtually flawless
performance that led to his come from behind victory against stiff
competition from the reigning U.S. champ and strong Russian
contingent.

On behalf of the constituents of Okanagan Centre, al members
of the House and all Canadians, | congratulate Elvis.

* Kk %

[Translation]

QUEBEC SOVEREIGNTY

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
United States would adapt with little disruption to having a
sovereign Quebec as a neighbour. This is one of the findings of a
study carried out by David Jones, who was until just recently a
senior policy adviser at the U.S. embassy in Ottawa.

In hisanalysis, Mr. Jones also claims that the U.S. anxiety about
Quebec’s sovereignty is an exaggeration and athing of the past. For
example, a sovereign Quebec would pose no threat to American
security, since it would be a democratic state with a sound
economy. Moreover, asovereign Quebec would become the fifth or
sixth trade partner of the U.S,; palitically, socially and economical-
ly, it would look like Austria, Belgium or the Czech Republic.

According to this expert on Canadian affairs, it is time the U.S.
got used to the idea of Quebec becoming sovereign. Should it
happen, the U.S. government should make its own assessment of
the will expressed by Quebecers instead of relying on advice from
Ottawa. This certainly bodes well for the future.

[English]

MEMBER FOR BEAVER RIVER

Mr. John English (Kitchener, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on Thursday
evening the member for Beaver River attacked the Prime Minis-
ter's efforts to promote gender equality in the House. Women, she
declared, are biologicaly disqualified from achieving political
equality in the country. She cheapened the role of our Liberal
female candidates by calling them ““poor girls at agrade eight sock
hop waiting to be asked to dance”.

Liberal candidate, Elinor Kaplan, is no poor grade eight girl at a
sock hop. She was dancing in public life long before the member

S0.31

for Beaver River learned to creep. In the 1970s Elinor Kaplan
founded the North York Business Association. In the 1980s she
chaired the Management Board of Cabinet in Ontario. In the 1990s
she was deputy house leader and chief opposition whip in the
Ontario legislature.

In 1997 she will become a member of the House of Commons,
one of dozens of new female members of Parliament who benefit
from our Prime Minister's efforts to achieve afull role for women
in Canadian public life.

MEMBER FOR BEAVER RIVER

Mr. John Harvard (Winnipeg St. James, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have been amember of the House for ailmost nine years and seldom
have | heard something as offensive as the comments by the
member for Beaver River.

This Reform Party member referred to women candidates ap-
pointed by the Prime Minister as ““poor girls’. This member also
likened these candidates to “‘girls at a grade eight sock hop”
hoping ““if | just stand here he will come and ask me to dance”.
Thisisinsulting and offensive not only to women candidates but to
every woman in Canada.

My colleague from Saskatoon—Humboldt has distinguished
herself as an MP. Before her appointment as a candidate in 1993
she served her community as a lawyer, a business woman and
mother, hardly a woman waiting for a date.

The member for Beaver River aso wondered what would happen
if all women MPs PM Sed the same week. She might think that is
funny, but the extremism so often exemplified by the Reform Party
is no laughing matter.

 (1110)

SOMALIA INQUIRY

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
independent inquiry into the Somalia affair was gagged by the
Liberal government because it was getting too close to the truth for
the key players.

To save face and gain votes before the upcoming election,
Liberals and Tories have now come up with a public relations scam
they hope will cut off public criticism over the mockery they have
made of the public inquiry.

The special Senate committee review of the Somalia mission is
nothing more than an election ploy. It is simply a waste of
taxpayers money.

The Senate review of the Somalia affair is hardly independent.
How will we get to the truth when Liberal and Tory politicians will
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be judged by Liberal and Tory senators? What we are now
witnessing is a whitewash of a cover-up.

The public knows about the cover-up. It wants the truth.
Canadians will not be fooled by a dog and pony show being led by
the Liberals first in the House and now in the Senate.

[Translation]

MIRABEL AIRPORT

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, the Liberal member for Pontiac—Gatineau—
Labelle shamelessly accused, in this House, the Quebec govern-
ment of blocking the development of Mirabel airport.

The fact is that the two airports serving Montrea are federal
facilities, that ADM was created by the federal government, and
that al the bad decisions which have undermined Montrea’s
potential in the air transportation sector were taken by the federal
government itself. The Viau ruling made on February 12 confirms
that the federal government is ultimately responsible for the
decision regarding the future of Dorval and Mirabel airports.

If, like me, the hon. member for Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle
does believe in developing Mirabel airport, he should join with
Bloc Quebecois members in asking that public hearings be held
soon, in order to find the best possible solution to this issue, after
30 years of bad decisions made unilaterally by the federal govern-
ment, particularly under the Liberals.

The Deputy Speaker: | am sorry to interrupt the hon. member.
The hon. member for Waterloo has the floor.

[English]

MEMBER FOR BEAVER RIVER

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Waterloo, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am a
Liberal and | oppose racism, sexism and discrimination.

The member for Beaver River apparently favours discrimination
against women when she stated that gender equality in the Com-
mons would spell trouble at certain times of the month. This
statement is worthy of contempt but it is in keeping with the
extremist, racist and sexist comments made by some members of
the Reform Party.

As the ranking female leader of the Reform Party, the member
for Beaver River does a disservice to Canadians by pandering to
sexist stereotypes.

MEMBER FOR BEAVER RIVER

Mr. Benoit Serré (Timiskaming—French River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | was appalled to read the comments attributed to the
member for Beaver River in the newspapers today.

Referring to women M Ps and candidates, the member for Beaver
River said that gender equality in the House of Commons would
spell trouble at certain times of the month.

“What would happen if we all PM Sed the same week”, shewas
quoted as saying. These are totally unacceptable comments, not
befitting a member of Parliament, especially the House leader of
the Reform Party.

No wonder women are shying away from the Reform Party. | am
sure that women voters will remember her comments at in next
election.

[Translation]

We in the Liberal Party believe in gender equality and will take
all necessary measures to achieve it, including appointing qualified
women as Liberal candidates. | congratulate the Prime Minister for
his initiative.

[English]

The sad part is that the Reform male M Ps are laughing about the
whole matter.

KEITH BRIMACOMBE

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Isand, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Dr. Keith
Brimacombe, director of the Centre for Metalurgical Process
Engineering at the University of British Columbia, is the 1997
winner of the Canada gold medal for science and engineering.

We all acknowledge that our participation in the world economy
and our very high standard of living are directly proportional to
success in scientific research. Without the contribution of people
like Dr. Brimacombe, we would not have the high quality, safe
materials that we have to produce our vehicles, airplanes, bridges
and buildings.

We would like to add our congratulations to Dr. Brimacombe.
Hisgold medal iswell deserved. Wewould like to thank him for his
efforts over the years. His leadership in research and training is of
immense value and is appreciated by all Canadians.

* % *
® (1115)

DAWSON CITY NUGGETS

Hon. Audrey McLaughlin (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, in
1905 the Dawson City Nuggets hockey team travelled by dog sled,
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by train, by boat and by foot to challenge the Ottawa Silver Seven
for the Stanley Cup. The team lost those games and today a
shameful banner commemorating that Senatorsvictory flieshighin
the Corel Centre.

As part of the centennial celebrations marking the discovery of
gold in the Klondike the Nuggets are back. They are back to
revenge those losses.

A new team of Nuggets has retraced the steps of that first team of
trekkers. They have travelled by dog sled, train and boat, and on
Sunday the Nuggets take on the Ottawa Senators dlumni at 2 p.m.
at the Corel Centre.

They have been accompanied on the trip by *Dangerous” Don
Reddick, author of The Silver Seven book on the original game;
Diamond Tooth Gertie; and Earl “Wrong Way” McRae.

This team not only has true grit. It has true heart. The profits of
the trip will go to the Heart Institute and Special Olympics.

| congratul ate the Ottawa Senators for all of their assistance but
say that we will show no mercy on Sunday.

The Deputy Speaker: And the Nuggets are with us in the
gdlery.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]

CANADIANUNITY

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, by refusing to reply to the Bloc Quebecois
questions, the Minister of Canadian Heritage confirmed that the
government, through Option Canada, paid out money that was
spent during the referendum campaign without ever being in-
cluded, however, in the referendum expenses of the no committee.

My question is for the Deputy Prime Minister. The mandate of
Option Canada, this phantom organization to promote Canadian
unity, is the promotion of national unity by all means, lega,
political and other.

| have no trouble understanding what the words ** political”’ and
“legal” mean, but | would like the Deputy Prime Minister to
explain to me what means other than legal and political ones are at
our disposal?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we are speaking today
about the means available to people. We know that on September
12 Quebec Treasury Board President, Pauline Maurois, announced
that Quebec’'s unionized workers were going to be receiving an
additional $1 million from the government by 1998.

Oral Questions

Going into the referendum campaign, the chief negotiator for the
yes side promised unions a $1 million increase, but today he hits
them with special legisation forcing them to accept a 6 per cent
cut.

So, if thetopic is morality and legality, we have to ask ourselves:
Who is telling the truth about the unionized workers in Quebec?

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, it is quite discouraging to see how the Deputy Prime
Minister performs in the House.

What goes on within the Government of Quebec is the Govern-
ment of Quebec’s business. If, today, the Government of Quebec is
unabl e to respect its agreement to increase salaries by 1 per cent, it
is because of her government, which slashed provincia transfer
payments. Let us not confuse matters.

| return to my topic, which she finds very upsetting. Peter White,
the president of the Council for Canadian Unity, told The Gazette
that Option Canada had been set up specifically to collect funds for
provincial and federal Liberals for the referendum campaign.

In response to this statement, the Labour Minister could think of
nothing better to say than that Peter White had already said so
many idiotic things in his life that one more would not make any
difference.

® (1120)

So who can we believe, the chief organizer of the Liberal Party
of Canada, who should know what the money paid to Option
Canada was used for, or the president of the Council for Canadian
Unity, to whom Option Canada reported?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we are talking about
expenditures. | have with me the Government of Quebec's order in
council.

Mr. Dumas: That is not the question.

Ms. Copps: We have read in Le Solell that the Government of
Quebec, not the Liberal Party, spent $83 million on referendum
activities. With $83 million, the government could have hired
1,769 more police officers. It could have hired 2,098 additional
nurses or another 2,621 teachers.

The PQ government made its choice. It wanted to spend money
on the referendum rather than on keeping its promises to Quebec’s
unionized workers.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, with your permission, | would like to make a
suggestion to the Deputy Prime Minister: that she quit running in
Hamilton East, resign one more time, run for the Liberal Party in
Quebec and tackle Mr. Bouchard in the National Assembly. We
have heard enough from her about Quebec. This is Canada here.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.
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Oral Questions

Mrs. Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata): | will ask her a
third question regarding the topic that concerns us and which is
seriously worrying Canadians. | ask her to listen attentively. This
time, | am giving her a chance to reply on topic. | would like her
to consult the right pages among those prepared for her by her
assistants.

We learned this morning that Quebec's chief electoral officer
wanted to hold an inquiry into this matter, which is of great concern
to him. | ask the Deputy Prime Minister, who boasts that her
government is completely honest and transparent, whether she is
prepared to tell us in the House this morning that she will
co-operate with Quebec’'s chief electoral officer to get to the
bottom of this diversion of close to $5 million of taxpayers
money?

[English]

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, of course | will co-oper-
ate with the elections commission in any kind of investigation. But
| would also haveto underlinethat if Mr. Cotéisrealy interested in
getting to the facts surrounding the referendum, when he begins his
investigation | would also ask him to investigate the secret plan of
Jacques Parizeau which was revealed in Le Soleil of November 4,
1995: “Parizeau admitted that he had a specia dush fund of
billions of dollars that he was going to use to defend the Canadian
dollar against a plunge”.

| would also ask Mr. Coté to investigate the fake promise given
by the the chief negotiator of the yes side to the unions. On the eve
of the referendum he promised them amillion dollars and today we
saw what the promise meant. It meant zero.

[Translation]

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE MINORITIES

Mr. Jean-Paul Marchand (Québec-Est, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the president of the Fédération des communautés franco-
phones et acadienne du Canada challenged the statement by the
Minister of Canadian Heritage that the objective of the assistance
program for minority language groups was to promote Canada. The
government’s documentation on the various programs available to
official language minority groups does not, in fact, ever mention
this objective.

Does the Minister of Canadian Heritage realize that, by declar-
ing that the objective of the official languages program is to
promote Canada, she is attacking the political independence of all
official language minority groups in Canada?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, those of uson thisside do
not need any lectures from someone born in Ontario, who |learned

his French in Penetanguishene, and who now claims that franco-
phones outside Quebec are nothing more than paraplegics in
wheelchairs.

® (1125)

His policy isto separate Quebec from the rest of Canada, and to
dump the million francophones in the rest of the country. We are
never going to just dump one million francophones, who are
counting on us and who can count on a Canadian government that
believes in two peoples and two official languages.

Mr. Jean-Paul Marchand (Québec-Est, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
when Heritage Canada chopped subsidies to official language
minority groups, the government claimed it had no choice but to do
so. Today, we learn that the government has used that money for
propaganda purposes.

Can the Minister of Canadian Heritage make a commitment to
reimburse the official language minority groups for the losses they
have incurred?

[English]

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to repeat thisin
English so the member for Quebec East, who learned to speak
French in Penetanguishene—

[Translation]

—who was so fond of the city of his birth that he even ran for
mayor of Penetanguishene.

Having been born in Penetanguishene, having learned his en-
glish in Ontario, he now is calling the Franco-Ontarians paraple-
gicsin wheelchairs, which we are not. If we areto have two official
languages, if we believein two official languages, we need to have
a country that does not believe in separatism.

The hon. member across the way is not interested in officia
languages, is not interested in minorities. He wants to create a
country in which there is but one officia language. He wants to
dump all of the minorities throughout Canada.

[English]

SOMALIA INQUIRY

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, after months of trying to defend the
shutting down of the Somalia inquiry and letting a political
cover-up go unpunished, the Liberal government has finally ad-
mitted it was wrong. Unfortunately, instead of letting the inquiry
commissioners get at the truth, the Liberals are trying to orches-
trate a whitewash in the Senate.

My question is for the Minister of National Defence. Since the
government now believes that the minister was wrong, why will it
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not simply let the inquiry fulfil its mandate instead of trying to
cover up the cover-up in the Senate?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of National Defence and
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, members of the
Canadian forces |ook forward to an unequivocal statement from the
Reform Party that Reformers believe the Somalia commission of
inquiry should continue indefinitely. | hope at some point Reform-
ers will come clean with the Canadian people and say without
equivocation that they want the ticker to keep running.

Over $3 million has now been spent on lawyer fees and $15
million to $25 million, depending on how we calculate it, has been
spent on the commission of inquiry.

With all due respect to the hon. member, the government has
decided that after three extensions the Somalia commission of
inquiry should report by the end of June.

The hon. member should respect the fact that thisis a parliamen-
tary system and the Senate is allowed to conduct its business as it
thinks appropriate, as is the House of Commons.

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, perhaps it would be better if the minister
would come clean.

When it comes to covering up its nasty messes this government
is as hapless as a cat on a concrete driveway.

One member of the cabinet, the defence minister, thinks that
there was no political cover-up. Another member of cabinet,
Senator Fairbairn, thinks there was a political cover-up and wantsit
investigated.

Who is speaking for the government? Do the Liberal s think there
was a political cover-up or do they think there was not a poalitical
cover-up?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of National Defence and
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, one of the
obvious differences, and the member has recognized it, is that
Liberals are able to think, unlike the hon. member and members of
his party.

The fact remains that if Reformers believe the Somalia commis-
sion of inquiry should continue indefinitely, in other words, never
mind the cover-up or the whitewash, but a carte blanche, then that
is what they should say.

With respect to the inquiry being terminated at the end of June,
everyone knowsit has gone on now for over two years. It has heard
hundreds of witnesses. It has reviewed hundreds of thousands of
pages of documents. | think Canadians look forward to the report,
the conclusions and the recommendations of the Somalia commis-
sion of inquiry.

Oral Questions

® (1130)

With respect to what happens in the Senate, the hon. member
should respect that the question of looking into incidents surround-
ing the affair in Somalia was raised by a Conservative member of
the Senate several weeks ago. Subsequent to a number of discus-
sionsit was determined unanimously in the Senate, as | understand
it, that it should look into the Somalia situation. It has aright to do
that. Constitutionally we are operating as two separate House, the
Senate and the House of Commons. It has every right to look into
whatever it wishes.

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, since the hon. minister has just implied
that he has such a magnificent intellect | want to draw him alittle
picture.

The government shut down an independent inquiry that was to
investigate its political friends and buddies. Then it replaced it with
partisan Liberal and Tory senators who will try to whitewash a
political cover-up that occurred under Liberal and Tory govern-
ments. | hope the hon. minister got that.

Instead of trying to throw up a political smoke screen, why does
the government not simply let the independent inquiry get to the
bottom of a murder and a cover-up and stop these political
shenanigans?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of National Defence and
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon.
member and his party over the last few months have demonstrated
exactly what they think of the Canadian forces. They have not told
us what they believe should be done for the Canadian forces. They
have made absolutely no attempt to provide any input into the very
thorough review we have made of the Canadian forces, the military
justice system, the military police, al the questions dealing with
the selection and promotion of people in the Canadian military
organization.

All Reformers have been able to do so far to help the Canadian
forcesisinsist that the Somaliacommission of inquiry continue for
as long as they feel is appropriate; it could be a year, two years or
three years. Reformers might be interested in history but we are
interested in getting things done. If they have the interest of the
Canadian forces at heart, they should be here next Tuesday when |
will report to the Canadian people and to the Prime Minister on
what the Liberal government believes should be done for the
Canadian forces.

[Translation]

GOODS AND SERVICESTAX

Mr. Yvan Loubier (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, in apress release dated February 21, 1997, the Quebec minister
of finance made the following comments, and | quote: * If the same
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criterion is applied to Quebec's tax structure before harmonization
and after total harmonization, Quebec’s loss of revenue amountsin
fact to nearly 20 per cent”. If there is one person in a position to
know the cost of harmonizing the GST and the QST in Quebecitis
the Quebec minister of finance.

My question isfor the Minister of Finance. How can the Minister
of Finance claim that Quebec officials are unable to establish the
true cost of harmonizing and why does he continue to insinuate that
minister Landry is lying to the people of Quebec?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if
I may cite the figures for Quebec sales tax revenues, which in fact
come from the Government of Quebec, they reveal that, compared
to the year preceding harmonization, Quebec’srevenuesin 1990-91
increased by $240 million. The next year, they increased by $1
billion; the year after that, by $888 million; the next year, by $465
million; the following year, $319 million and, finaly by $504
million.

Since Quebec’'s decision to harmonize, its revenues have in-
creased by $3.4 billion, that is, Quebec has not lost money, it has
made money.

Mr. Yvan Loubier (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, what the minister is not saying is that, in the calculations to
establish Quebec’s entitlement to compensation, the Minister of
Finance overestimates Quebec’s revenues from the harmonized
GST and QST by $575 million a year.

Second, heis not saying that to harmonize the QST with the GST
Quebec had to cut revenues from other taxes—on tobacco and
gasoline, for example—by $355 million. Finally, he is not saying
that, to harmonize the GST and the QST, the Government of
Quebec had to increase the rate of taxation on corporate profits by
67 per cent.

® (1135)

In other words, if Quebec had been offered the same conditions
as the maritimes, Mr. McKenna would not be on the roam so
detestably giving Quebec businesses unfair competition.

Will the Minister of Finance finally recognize that Quebec's
assessment are the right ones and that he must pay the Government
of Quebec compensation of $2 billion, under the same harmoniza-
tion and compensation criteria used for the maritimes?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
the hon. member is an economist, an economist of the right in his
field, he should know that the figures | have just given are those of
the Government of Quebec.

The hon. member is quoting ministers of finance, so perhaps |
could quote the former minister of finance, André Bourbeau—

Mr. Loubier: An incompetent. He put Quebec in the hole.

Mr. Martin (LaSalle—Emard): —and | quote: ** Nevertheless,
on the very face of them, the figures published by the Government
of Quebec totally contradict what the current minister of financein
Quebec is saying. He cannot prove that the Government of Quebec
lost revenues with this tax. He cannot claim reimbursement from
the federal government of money he claims to have lost, since the
Government of Quebec’s own figures prove that it has not lost
anything” .

[English]

DEPARTMENTAL SPENDING

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, while
we appreciate that the finance minister pointed out the gaping holes
in the Tory platform yesterday and that their numbers do not add
up, out of fairness | think he should point out that his own numbers
do not add up.

Somehow he missed the fact that in 1995 he said in his budget
speech that he was going to cut departmental spending by 19 per
cent. He said these are not going to be phoney cuts, they are going
to be real cuts. That is in the budget speech. Today departmental
spending has falen only 8.3 per cent. That is a $5 billion
difference.

Why is the minister failing to meet his spending reduction
targets in departmental spending just like Michael Wilson?

Mr. Ovid L. Jackson (Parliamentary Secretary to President
of the Treasury Board, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we are on target. Each
and every year we have met our targets. As a matter of fact, the
opposition keeps complaining because the minister has bettered his
targets.

We have not reached the end of the fiscal year and this
government has met its targets each year. The Reform Party is
comparing apples and oranges. Our statistics show 18 per cent with
program review saving targets that were identified in the 1995-96
budgets. Each one met its target. The required reductions were
made in departments and the agency budgets in the time that they
were announced. Planned program spending ison track in all years.

In the 1996 budget we forecasted $106 billion and this year it is
down to $105.8 hillion.

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am
surprised that we do not have the finance minister on his feet. This
is an issue that goes right to the credibility of the government’s
numbers.

In the 1995 budget speech the Liberals said departmental
spending will fall 19 per cent. They did not say anything about
program review. They said departmental spending will fall by
19 per cent. Their own numbers show it has only fallen by 8.3 per
cent, a $5 billion difference.
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My question to the finance minister is why the $5 billion
difference. Why are they fudging their numbers just like Michael
Wilson?

Mr. Ovid L. Jackson (Parliamentary Secretary to President
of the Treasury Board, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have a document
before me with the program spending and it has each department.
Our statistics show 18.8 per cent.

[Translation]

LINGUISTICMINORITIES

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, it istime to leave demagoguery aside and to set the record
straight once and for all.

The hon. member for Québec-Est made an analogy and said that
comparing the situation of anglophones in Quebec to that of
francophone minorities in Canada was like comparing a Cadillac to
a wheelchair. This analogy is not meant to be derogatory to
paraplegics. There comes a point where we must leave grandstand-
ing aside and deal with the real issues.

The President of the Fédération des communautés francophones
et acadienne, Jacques Michaud, said he did not want their organiza-
tions to be used to promote Canadian unity. On the other hand, the
federation is quite prepared to protect francophone and Acadian
community groups.

® (1140)

In light of this, could the minister tell us whether her statement
means that, in the future, these groups will have to pursue the
government’s political objectives on national unity, instead of
promoting the rights of official language minorities in Canada?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first, | would like to know
what the member from Témiscouata thinks of the comments made
by the member for Québec-Est. How would you like to be called a
paraplegic in a wheelchair?

An hon. member: It is an insult to all Franco-Ontarians.

Ms. Copps: These are the words of the member for Québec-E<t,
who himself learned to speak French fairly well in Penetangui-
shene, Ontario.

That being said, it is obvious that if Canada did not exist, there
would be no officia languages policy.

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | hope the minister can understand the analogy made by
the hon. member for Québec-Est, because | am sure Canadians and
Quebecers can.

Oral Questions

Can the minister assure us that the $4.5 million given to the
Council for Canadian Unity and the $4.8 million given to Option
Canada, which were diverted from the budget earmarked for
official language minority communitiesin Canada, will be returned
to these minorities? This amounts to 22 per cent of the money set
aside for minorities. Will the minister give back to officia
language minorities what she fraudulently took from them?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to point out the
lack of logic in the member’s question. He claims the Government
of Canada has no interest in having a country. How can he claim
there will be two official languages if this country ceases to exist?
The Government of Canada obviously cares about this issue,
considering that, yesterday, it gave an $8 million subsidy to
College Boréal, in Sudbury.

Similarly, if we support the efforts of those who are fighting to
save the Montfort hospital, it is because we believe in the million
francophones living outside Quebec, right across Canada.

What is so pitiful is that the same member of Parliament who
compared francophones to paraplegics in wheelchairs now claims
to be defending their rights, which is absolutely untrue. The only
thing he is defending is the separatist cause, which would deprive
francophones outside Quebec of their right to live in a truly
bilingual country.

[English]

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, in the first
10 months of thisfiscal year the unemployment insurance fund ran
up asurplusof $6.1 hillion. That could actually hit asurplus of $7.5
billion by the end of the fiscal year.

My question is for the Minister of Finance. |s there no limit to
the tax he will place on Canadian jobs in order for him to make his
deficit numbers look good?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
when we took office unemployment insurance premiums were
scheduled to rise to $3.30. We stopped that.

Every year since then we have reduced the unemployment
insurance rate. In the last budget we announced that at the end of
this year it would be at $2.80. In the last three years of the Tory
regime they raised the unemployment insurance premiums every
year. In the first three years we have been in office, we have
dropped the premiums every year.

This year there is going to be a saving to Canadian workers and
companies of $1.7 billion as a result of the actions taken by the
government. That demonstrates tax reductions.
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Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, this
minister has built up a surplus in the El fund like we have never
seen before. The surplus this year amounts to a $500 tax on every
job in the country. The minister has the gall to stand up in the
House and say that he has not raised taxes. That is a disgrace.

The minister said that payroll taxes are a cancer on jobs. Will he
announce a cut in employment insurance premiums to give the
unemployed some hope that there will be a job created for them?

® (1145)

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member certainly has a strange way of looking at what isa
premium increase or a premium decrease.

When we took office premiums were roughly $3.07 going to
$3.30. We stopped that. The next year we brought premiums down
to $3.00, then down to $2.90 and then down to $2.80. Those are not
increases, those are decreases.

We have stated as a government that it is our intention to
continue to bring those premiums down. We will do this responsi-
bly, not in the way the leader of the Reform Party stated the other
day, that there would be a massive cut.

Virtually every commentator has said that if there was a
recession, the first thing a Tory government would have to do
would be to hike those premiums, which was exactly what it did in
1989 and 1990. This is how the Tories put us into a terrible
recession.

If memberswonder why | talk about the Tories, it is because they
are the kissing cousins of Reformers, on the extreme right.

[Translation]

SEASONAL WORKERS

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my question is
for the Minister of Human Resources Development.

The federal government’s financial participation in the agricul-
tural day haul transportation assistance program officially endson
March 31 in Quebec. This program gives labourers living in the
city access to farm jobs they could not get if it were not for
organised transit between urban areas and rura areas.

Doesthe minister agree that, by refusing to provide the $350,000
required to maintain this program, he is directly responsible for the
loss of thousands of jobs for seasonal agricultural workers and that
the resulting social costs will be much higher than the savings?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the hon. member’'s

concern for this program, which was indeed very useful to many
seasonal workers. As you know, in any program review, hard
choices have to be made sometimes. Some of the decisionswe have
made are not the ones we wish we could have made.

Now, of course, we must look at what other programs and active
employment measures are available to the workers to make their
access to the labour market easier. | think that, on the whole,
government policy and programs are quite satisfactory.

Mr. RenéLaurin (Joliette, BQ): That isright, Mr. Speaker. The
minister is replacing measures that worked well by ones he is
unsure of.

Will the minister recognize that, by refusing to continue funding
this program in the future, he will promote the hiring of foreign
labour at the expense of thousands of workers in Quebec and
Canada who will be denied the seasona jobs available?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have a hard time understand-
ing how transportation could be easier from Mexico to Quebec
farms than from one Quebec region to another. The logic in what
the hon. member is saying eludes me.

[English]

TOBACCO

Mrs. Carolyn Parrish (Mississauga West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my question today is for the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Health.

The American tobacco company, Liggett Corporation, has pub-
licly admitted that smoking is addictive, that it causes cancer and
that the industry deliberately targets its marketing at young people
between the ages of 14 and 18.

Can the parliamentary secretary tell Canadians the significance
of this announcement and how it affects our efforts to curb tobacco
consumption among young people?

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is important to understand that this
confirms what the Government of Canada has been saying al
along.

We presented a comprehensive strategy on combating tobacco
use and its very serious and negative health impacts. It is a bad
admission to make, but we are relieved that there is an indication,
at least by theindustry if not by the other parties, that we have been
right all along. Tobacco is a cause of cancer and of heart disease
and the companies have especially targeted young people.
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Our hill, C-71, has attempted to address those issues and we
are happy that at least the public is beginning to turn in that
direction at last.

® (1150)

[Translation]

CORCAN

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the Solicitor General.

Recently, a laundry in my riding bid for a contract to service
hospitals in Granby and Brome—Missisquoi. They lost to COR-
CAN, which is connected to the Laval correctional centre and
employs people being reintegrated into the work force. The private
company, Buanderie Shefford, therefore lost a contract because it
was competing with a company funded in large part by the
taxpayers, and therefore able to offer a better price.

Does the minister not admit that this is a blatant example of
unfair competition on the part of the federal administration, taking
major contracts away from companies which are at least as
competitive as Corrections Canada?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| do not accept my hon. colleague’s hypothesis, but | would be most
pleased to look into these allegations and to report to my hon.
friend as promptly as possible.

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | have risen
in the House today because | have twice written to the minister, to
the minister’s office, without any satisfactory response.

Thejobs of 15 peoplein my riding are at stake. The Liberalslike
to boast of creating jobs, but not in this case.

What guarantees can the minister offer us that CORCAN
includes all of its costsin the bidsit submits, and respects the same
ground rules as its private sector competitors?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
CORCAN operates in compliance with the criteria, according to
my information. | am sorry he has not accepted the information |
have provided him with. | am, however, prepared to look further
into the case, and to provide him with an answer shortly.

[English]

FISHERIES

Mr. John Cummins (Delta, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, department of
fisheries officials in Vancouver tell me that four additional herring

Oral Questions

roe-on-kelp licenses have been created for the Helltsuk band as a
result of the Supreme Court’s decision in Gladstone.

Could the minister confirm that the court’s decision in Gladstone
led to the creation of these licences?

Hon. Fernand Robichaud (Secretary of State (Agriculture
and Agri-Food, Fisheries and Oceans), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yes,
the Supreme Court clearly established that the nation in question
had the right to commercia fishing and it was based on historical
facts.

DFO, after several long weeks of discussion have come to some
understanding, to an agreement with the nation in question where-
by DFO and the Heiltsuk tribal council have agreed to harvest 100
tonnes of unallocated herring available in area eight for 1997, in
three open pond licences. The 100 tonnes of unallocated herring
now being allocated have a roe content of lesser quality which
means, therefore, it is of lesser interest to the commercial fisher-
men.

Mr. John Cummins (Delta, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, there is no
unallocated herring in B.C.

After hearing petitions from all parties, the Supreme Court
recommended a judicial process to establish the limits of the
Heiltsuk right. Why has the minister sought to subvert the judicial-
ly established process to develop constitutional law on the issue of
native fishing rights, given that the fishing industry has spent
millions of dollars on litigation to defend their rights and to
establish sound, legal principles on which to alocate the fisheries
resource.

Why has the minister replaced the law book with the red book?

Hon. Fernand Robichaud (Secretary of State (Agriculture
and Agri-Food, Fisheries and Oceans), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
government and the department of fisheries feel quite confident
that they are abiding by the laws of the nation when they establish
such a fishery for that nation.

However, we sincerely deplore the tone of the hon. member and
all members of the Reform Party whenever it comes to discussing
aboriginal rights to fisheries. This is really deplorable. But fortu-
nately for those nations the Government of Canadawill continue on
its present course.

® (1155)

[Translation]

HEALTH CANADA

Mr. Antoine Dubé (L évis, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in aruling handed
down yesterday by the Canadian Human Rights Commission, we
learn that Health Canada is discriminating against its employees
who belong to cultural minorities in its appointments to senior
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positions. This ruling imposes quotas that Health Canada must
respect from now on in order to correct this state of affairs.

Will the minister, or his representative, admit that if his govern-
ment is being told today to promote employees who are members
of cultural minorities to senior positions, it is primarily because of
its failure or inability to keep its red book promises?

[English]

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, that report refers to situations in 1992.
The minister and the department have taken steps since then.

| remind the member exactly what has happened since then. The
report already acknowledges that the minister has taken steps.
First, he has taken alook at new guidelines for promotions, acting
positions and training for supervisors and managers.

What has happened as a result? The member ought to acknowl-
edge that the percentage of people who have come from those
minorities, which he rightly defends in this instance, has risen to
5.9 per cent.

A true reflection of the matter is that we are, in the department,
moving well beyond expectations that even the member might set.

IMMIGRATION

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, the minister of immigration
acknowledged that she had instructed Canadian immigration offi-
cers in Quebec to refuse entry to any immigrant who had not been
approved by the Quebec government.

Today, it was announced that while Quebec receives 39 per cent
of al the money that immigrant investors bring to Canada, only
15 per cent of these immigrants choose to reside in Quebec.

Is the minister prepared to instruct immigration officers in the
other provinces to refuse entry to immigrant investors accepted by
the Quebec government because they choose to invest in Quebec
but decide to reside in and use the services of other provinces?

[Translation]

Hon. Lucienne Robillard (Minister of Citizenship and Im-
migration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | think the Reform Party member
has problems understanding Canadians' mobility rights, which
extend acrossthe country. It isvery clear that, when investors come
to our country, they may choose to go to another Canadian
province, like any Canadian.

We are proud of this right, which forms part of the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. There is no question of changing
this basic principle.

[English]

EMPLOYMENT

Mrs. Beryl Gaffney (Nepean, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the Minister of Human Resources Devel opment.

The government has announced that it will be making it easier
for immigrants with high tech experience to enter Canada. The
reason given is that there are too few Canadians qualified to fill
these jobs.

Canadian university graduates are sitting idle. The government
has a youth employment strategy. Should the education process not
begin right here at home?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the member for
her question. It is a very important one.

The government is totally committed to jobs being available to
Canadiansfirst. That makes alot of sense. Thereisagreat shortage
of Canadian workers in the software industry. We lack, some
people tell me, about 15,000 to 20,000 according to the industry.

We have had to conduct a pilot project as a short term solution.
As a government, we are committed to making sure that the youth
employment strategy will provide, in the future, young people with
work experience and the right training in that industry.

In the meantime—

RADARHILL

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, while
the Prime Minister was on his last trade mission to Asia, he took
the liberty of renaming a local landmark in my riding. Our local
landmark is known as Radar Hill.

Radar Hill was named for its prominence during World War |1
and has historical significance to British Columbians. It has now
been renamed Kap' Yong Hill, a Korean name, and my constituents
are furious.

The Prime Minister overstepped his authority. He failed to
consult local residents. He ignored the recommendations of Parks
Canada and, to my knowledge, has failed to receive the required
agreement of the province of B.C.

Will the Prime Minister agree to a compromise put forward by
Parks Canada, and reinstate the name of our local historical
landmark, and establish a small memoria to Kap’ Yong on the hill
instead?

® (1200)

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to clarify,
first of all, whether the member is speaking for the entire Reform
Party when he announces the renaming of a Canadian monument in



March 21, 1997

COMMONS DEBATES

9331

respect of the Korean war service which was carried out by, among
others, the Korean War Veterans Association of Canada, of which |
happen to be an honorary member.

| know that Canadian Korean war veterans very much appreciate
the attention of the Prime Minister to thisissue. | am sure the Prime
Minister and Parks Canada will do everything possible to ensure
that everyone feels included.

| find it rather tragic that the member would decry respect for
Korean war veterans, which was the intention of this monument.

NORTHERN CROSSLTD.

Hon. Audrey McLaughlin (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for whomever is responding for the minister of northern
affairs or the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Northern Cross Ltd. is proposing to do resource development in
northern Yukon. | would like to ask the government what consulta-
tion there has been regarding this application with the Old Crow
Resource Council and what work has been done in the United
States to clarify that in this area under discussion it does not
constitute part of the area of the calving ground for the Porcupine
caribou herd.

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Canadian government
has a bilateral treaty with respect to the calving ground. | am sure
that any activity we would want to follow very closely.

We will take the request of the hon. member and pursue it to
ensure that the calving ground area is not endangered.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Paul Zed (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), | have the honour to table, in
both official languages, the government’s response to 41 petitions.

Routine Proceedings
[English]

WAY S AND MEANS

NOTICES OF MOTION

Hon. Douglas Peters (Secretary of State (International Fi-
nancial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing
Order 83(1), | wish to table a notice of ways and means motion to
implement certain provisions of the budget tabled in Parliament on
February 18, 1997.

| also wish to table a notice of ways and means motion to amend
the Excise Tax Act in accordance with the proposals set out in the
attached notes and the accompanying publication.

| ask that an order of the day be designated for the consideration
of each motion.

TOBACCO LEGISLATION

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 32(2), | am
pleased to table, in both official languages, proposed tobacco
access regulations, tobacco labelling and reporting regulations and
tobacco seizure and restoration regulations with respect to Bill
C-71.

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Paul Zed (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have the honour to present the 61st report of the Standing Commit-
tee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding the guidelines with
respect to conduct during question period in the House.

The committee unanimously recommends that a question be not
ruled out of order on the sole basis that it anticipates orders of the

day.

| also have the honour to present the 62nd report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding its order of
reference from the House of Commons on Thursday, February 20,
1997, in relation to the main estimates for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 1998 with regard to vote 20 under privy council Chief
Electoral Officer.

The committee reports the same.
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[Translation]

CANADA COOPERATIVESACT

Hon. Fernand Robichaud (for the Minister of Industry,
Minister for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, Minis-
ter of Western Economic Diversification and Minister respon-
siblefor the Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec,
Lib.) moved for leave to introduce Bill C-91, an act respecting
cooperatives.

(Motion agreed to, bill read the first time and ordered to be
printed.)

® (1205)
[English]

IMMIGRATION ACT

Mr. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Vancouver South, Lib.)
moved for leave to introduce Bill C-392, an act to amend the
Immigration Act (right of landing fee).

He said: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased and honoured to rise in the
House today to introduce three private member’s bills. Today | will
beintroducing abill to amend the Income Tax Act which will allow
for an increase in the small business deduction from its current
threshold of $200,000 to $300,000.

| am introducing a bill to amend the Immigration Act to
eliminate the right of landing fees.

| am introducing another bill to amend the Immigration Act to
raise the age of dependent daughters and sons from 19 to 21 years
of age.

| hope my colleagues will become familiar with these initiatives
and that they will support them when they come before the House.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

* Kk %

INCOME TAX ACT

Mr. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Vancouver South, Lib.)
moved for leave to introduce Bill C-393, an act to amend the
Income Tax Act (business limit).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

* Kk %

IMMIGRATION ACT

Mr. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Vancouver South, Lib.)
moved for leave to introduce Bill C-394, an act to amend the
Immigration Act (dependent sons and daughters).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

PETITIONS

NATIONAL UNITY

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have a
petition signed by constituents in the national capital region who
are calling on the House of Commons to ask the government to
declare that Canada is indivisible.

AIRBAGS

Mr. Raymond Bonin (Nickel Belt, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have
the privilege of presenting petitions on behalf of my electorate. In
the first petition the petitioners request that Parliament change the
law to make the purchasing of airbags optional when purchasing a
new automobile or truck.

TAXATION

Mr. Raymond Bonin (Nickel Belt, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | havea
petition in which the petitioners request that Parliament not
increase the federal excise tax on gasoline.

NATIONAL HIGHWAY SYSTEM

Mr. Raymond Bonin (Nickel Belt, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | havea
petition to make our national highway system upgrading possible
beginning in 1997.

TAXATION

Mr. Raymond Bonin (Nickel Belt, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | havea
petition to remove the federal sales tax from books, magazines and
newspapers.

JUSTICE

Hon. Audrey McLaughlin (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | have
the privilege to present petitions containing hundreds of signatures
from residents of Saskatchewan and Alberta who wish to draw to
the attention of the House that as deeply concerned citizens, they
believe the provocation defence as it is currently used in wife
slaughter cases inappropriately and unjustly changes the focus of
the criminal trial from the behaviour of the accused and his
intention to murder to the behaviour of the victim.

These Canadians call on Parliament to review and change
relevant provisions of the Criminal Code to ensure that men take
responsibility for their violent behaviour toward women.

Mr. John Cummins (Delta, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | have severa
petitions. In the first the undersigned citizens of Canada state that
whereas incidents of serious personal injury, crimes and sexua
offences involving children are becoming more and more frequent,
the petitioners request that Parliament enact legislation to amend
the Criminal Code to alow for the post-sentence supervision
and/or detention of those who have been convicted of sex offences
involving children or of serious persona offences.

They ask that we establish a procedure of public notification of
such offenders being released, that we establish a central registry
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including fingerprints of all convicted sex offenders, that we
amend the Criminal Records Act to prohibit pardons for those
convicted, and that the Criminal Code also be amended to prohibit
for life al those convicted of sex offences against children from
holding positions of trust and responsibility.

® (1210)

The second petition has to do with Canadian law not prohibiting
convicted criminals from profiting financially from writing books,
setting up 1-900 numbers and producing videos.

The petitioners request that Parliament enact Bill C-205,
introduced by the hon. member for Scarborough West, at the
earliest opportunity to provide in Canadian law that no criminal
profits from committing a crime.

TAXATION

Mr. John Cummins (Delta, Ref.): The next petition, Mr.
Speaker, notes that the availability of reasonably priced energy
helps Canadians offset the high cost of transportation in a geo-
graphically disperse country and that mobility is a basic right and
€Conomic necessity.

The petitioners respectfully request that Parliament not increase
the federal excise tax on gasoline and strongly consider reallocat-
ing its current revenues to rehabilitate Canada's crumbling national
highways.

NATIONAL HIGHWAY SYSTEM

Mr. John Cummins (Delta, Ref.): In the last petition, Mr.
Speaker, the petitioners draw to the attention of Parliament that
38 per cent of the national highways system is substandard and they
request that Parliament join with provincial governments to make
the national highway system upgrading possible.

Mrs. Sue Barnes (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
National Revenue, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today | have two petitions
from my electorate. The first is respecting the upgrading of our
national highway system.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

Mrs. Sue Barnes (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
National Revenue, Lib.): The second petition, Mr. Speaker, calls
on Parliament to dedicate significantly more resources to the
support and development of scientific research through programs
such as the NRC and NSERC.

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Paul Zed (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | ask
that al questions be allowed to stand.

The Budget
The Deputy Speaker: Is it agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

Mr. Volpe: Mr. Speaker, | wonder if there would be unanimous
consent to refer the regulations | tabled a few moments ago to the
Standing Committee on Health.

The Deputy Speaker: Is there unanimous consent that the
matter be referred to the committee?

Some hon. members. No.

[Translation]

TheDeputy Speaker: We do not have the unanimous consent of
the House.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]
THE BUDGET

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF MINISTER OF FINANCE

The House resumed consideration of the motion that this House
approves in genera the budgetary policy of the government.

Mr. John Maloney (Erie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is an honour
and pleasure to address the House this afternoon on the fourth
budget of our mandate.

As with the case of our first three budgets, the good news
continues. The fourth Liberal budget continues the plan of compe-
tent fiscal and economic management that is reducing the deficit. It
creates a climate for jobs and economic growth in both the short
and long term and ensures the long term future for effective
sustainable social programs and investing in a stronger society
through education, health and our children.

Our fourth budget announces that this year’'s deficit is the lowest
in 15 years. It represents the largest ever year over year declinein
the federal deficit. By 1998-99 we will no longer need to borrow
new money from the financial markets and we will have the lowest
deficit in the G7, a truly amazing economic turn around in four
short years.

When we took office Canadians knew that tough decisions on
fundamental reforms were required. They did not want tinkering.
They wanted lasting solutions. They want us to develop a plan.
They want us to stick to it. We have done just that. We are
continuing the job with our fourth budget.

This budget is a plan for wise and thoughtful investment in
Canada and Canadians. It is an investment in post-secondary
education. It is an investment in a stronger society. It is an
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investment in immediate jobs and growth. Allow me to address
some of these points.

The annual costs of post-secondary education are truly
astronomical; $10,000 to $12,000 ayear for under graduate studies
when al expenses are included. Canadians want and deserve the
opportunity to equip themselves and their children with the knowl-
edge, skills and education necessary to succeed an prosper in the
global world; necessary for Canada to succeed and prosper in the
globa world.

The measuresin the budget designed to ease the financial burden
of post-secondary education are commendable. Let me deal with a
few.

® (1215)

The budget provides assistance for parents saving for their
children’s education by amending registered education savings
plans, or RESPs as they are commonly called. The full benefits of
these tax sheltered plans are reaped by parents who start saving
when their children are very young.

The budget proposes that annual contribution limits to RESPs be
doubled to $4,000. Thiswill assist parents who are not able to start
saving for their children’'s education when they were young and
therefore have fewer years to make contributions. It will also
provide major incentives for increased savings for education.

Under current RESP provisions, al RESP income must go for
education purposes. The family loses the investment income in its
plan if their child does not pursue higher education. Since this can
discourage parents from starting an RESP, two measures are
proposed to address this problem.

First, individuals winding up an RESP will now be alowed to
transfer al or part of their RESP income into their registered
retirement savings plans, provided they have unused RRSP room.
Alternatively, individuals without RRSP room or who do not wish
to make RRSP contributions, will be allowed to change the
investment directly, subject to an appropriate charge. This charge
will ensure that assistance is not provided to those who might use
RESPs for tax deferral purposes unrelated to either education or
retirement savings.

This is a tremendous incentive for parents to save for their
children’s education. This is a tremendous relief for parents who
are worried that they will not be able to afford the costs of their
children’s education.

To assist students currently enrolled in post-secondary educa-
tion, the budget has further welcome news. The amount used to
establish the education credit will increase immediately to $150 per
month from $100 and to $200 for 1998 and subsequent years. The
budget proposes to extend the tuition tax credit to mandatory fees

set by post-secondary institutions to cover the costs of education
although this will not include fees levied by student bodies.

To ensure that all students can use these credits fully they will
now be alowed to carry forward all unused portions of these
credits to be applied against any future income. This measure will
also benefit workers who are returning to school.

Through the Canada student loans program the federal govern-
ment provides financial assistance to students who need help to
pursue post-secondary education. Often thisis the only avenue that
many students have to finance their higher education. The problem
arises when our best and our brightest graduate with a heavy debt
load but have difficulty obtaining immediate employment or are
underemployed. Admittedly students facing hardship are allowed
to defer making payments on their loans for up to 18 months.
Notwithstanding, some students are still unable to meet their
obligations.

To better recognize that some students still may not have the
capacity to repay their loans, the budget will extend from 18
months to 30 months the period of time during which students are
allowed to defer making payments. The government will pay the
interest that the student would have paid over this extended period.

Combined with the initial six months after graduation when no
payments are required, students will have up to three years of help
in dealing with their loans. This measure will be effective August
1, 1997 and will provide an additional $20 million a year in
assistance to students. These measures are investments in our
greatest asset, our children.

The budget also reflects a strong investment in the health care of
Canadians. Our publicly funded health careis studied and emul ated
by countries throughout the world. It is one of our finest achieve-
ments. We must be ever vigilant against those who would seek to
destroy it.

The government is committed to the principles of the Canada
Health Act. We must not only protect medicare but work with the
provinces to improve it, to strengthen it, to respond to changing
health needs and advances in medicine. We must ensure that our
health care dollars are spent effectively and efficiently, but we must
also ensure that our health care facilities, our hospitals, be kept
open to serve our citizens. Canadians deserve not good health care,
but excellent health care, the best health care the world hasto offer.

In October 1994 the Prime Minister established the National
Forum on Health to develop a vision of the health system that will
meet the health needs of Canadians into the 21st century. In
February 1997 the forum issued its report.

In response to the forum’s report the government has acted and
acted quickly. The 1997 budget provides $300 million over the next
three years for additional health care initiatives. Each dollar of this
new money will be devoted to improving the delivery of health
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services to Canadians. We will provide $150 million for a health
transition fund to help provinces launch pilot projectsto investigate
new and better approaches to health care. Projects could include,
for example, better ways to provide medically necessary drugs and
home care services. The assistance regarding expenditures will be
made jointly by Canada’'s health ministers.

The national forum emphasized that health care providers need
timely access to quality health information in order to provide the
best possible care. We have allocated $50 million over three years
to put in place a new Canada health information service. The
national forum also spoke in favour of stronger community based
programs and the need to invest in a healthy future for our children
today. We agree.

® (1220)

We currently fund two community based programs directed at
improving the health of children. The community action program
for children supports hundreds of groups, for example, in providing
parenting education, child development centres and family re-
source programs, all directed to addressing the needs of children at
risk up to the age of six years. As a member of the justice
committee, which has just completed a study of the Young
Offenders Act, | can confirm that this is a very wise initiative.

The Canada prenatal nutrition program promotes the birth of
healthy babies among high risk pregnant women. The 1997 budget
increases funding for these two programs by $100 million over the
next three years, money very well spent.

Time and time again we are told that our children are our most
precious resource and | agree. Yet the country has too many
children and their families living below the poverty line. Thisisnot
right and this is not acceptable. This must be changed and we must
not stop until there is not one single child living in poverty.

The budget is one further step to this end as we propose to
allocate $850 million to increase existing spending under the child
tax benefit. This includes $600 million of new funds as of July
1998, in addition to the $250 million increase in child benefits
announced in the 1996 budget. This initiative will require partner-
ship with the provinces, a partnership on behalf of our nation’'s
children. We will provide additional resources when we can afford
it.

Why are we doing this? The reason is clear. | quote the Minister
of Finance: ““Opportunity denied in childhood too often means
chances lost as an adult. The future of Canada’s children is afuture
of this country itself’”. Nothing more needs to be said.

With the new Canada child tax benefit, provinces will have room
to provide more services and benefits to children and low income
working families. For example, in kind benefits such as medical or
dental care that are now available only to welfare recipients could
be extended to low income working families. Positive steps,
positive developments and a positive budget.

The Budget

As| conclude, | wish to point out that the government has set its
priorities over the last four years and has stuck to them. It is
continuing to bring down the deficit, to restore economic stability
and vitality to the country by providing substantial new resources
to invest in jobs, in health care, in education and in children. The
journey is not over. We have come far and our vision will carry this
country forward into the next millennium.

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the member began by talking about the lowest budget in three
years. In fact, the deficit is perhaps about half. The Liberals began
their regime with a deficit of about $38 billion which they inflated
to about $42 billion for their own political purposes, but the deficit
is still at this time only about half of that at $19 billion.

The Liberals also claim that they have brought down interest
rates. In fact, the interest rates have come down as a result of
market forces. | cannot see how the Liberals can take any credit for
this.

However, my concern isif interest rates begin to rise again. The
Liberal government has no control over them. What contingency
plan does the Liberal government have, if interest rates begin to
rise, aside from creating a contingency fund raised by increasing
taxes even more and expecting taxpayersto pay for the contingency
fund as well?

Mr. Maloney: Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank the hon.
member for his question. | appreciate the statistics that he has
shown us this morning. Indeed, the deficit was $42 billion when we
assumed office and it is now down to approximately $19 billion,
truly a phenomenal reduction.

Interest rates have come down. Yes, it is from market forces but
market forces are the result of stability in the economy and a
feeling of confidence once again. All of this contributesto avibrant
and wonderful economic future.

Contingency plans? | think we hypothesize. We do not have a
slush fund that we can worry about. We do not have to worry about
it. This country is moving forward and moving forward fast. Of the
G7, we have the best economy going and it is going to keep on
going because of all the initiatives we have taken.

Mr. Paul Zed (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, with
reference to Ways and Means Proceedings No. 15 concerning the
budgetary policy of the government, | think if you seek it you will
find that there is consent for the following motion:

That at 2.15 p.m. or when no member rises to speak, that the question on Ways
and Means Proceedings No. 15 be deemed to have been put, a recorded division
demanded and the vote deferred until the conclusion of the time allocated to
Government Orders on Monday, April 7, 1997; and that following the adoption of
this order, the Chair will not receive any quorum calls or dilatory motions for the
remainder of this day’s sitting.
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[Translation]

The Deputy Speaker: Does the hon. parliamentary secretary
have the unanimous consent of the House to move the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

The Deputy Speaker: The House has heard the terms of the
motion. |s it the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to.)

[English]
COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

HEALTH

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, there have been other consultations
and | think if you seek it you will find unanimous consent to refer
the regulations on the tobacco legidlation that | tabled a few
moments ago to the House Standing Committee on Health.

The Speaker: Does the hon. parliamentary secretary now have
the unanimous consent of the House?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
(Motion agreed to.)

THE BUDGET

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF MINISTER OF FINANCE

The House resumed consideration of the motion that this House
approves in genera the budgetary policy of the government.

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it
appears that the spin doctors upstairs who are writing the speeches
for the government side till have not got the message about the
child poverty stuff they are throwing around.

I would like to ask the member for his definition of child
poverty. He kept using that term in his speech. | would like him to
explain to me what it actually means to him and his constituents.

Mr. Maloney: Mr. Speaker, child poverty is a family who does
not have the necessities of life. Each week that family lives from
pay cheque to pay cheque which is very little. They wonder where
the milk money will come from or extra money, perhaps, for a
school lunch. This is child poverty.

[Translation]

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Speaker, if | may, | will share my 20 minutes with my
colleague, the hon. member for Shefford.

| am pleased to take part in the debate on the budget tabled
February 18 by the Minister of Finance. Thisbudget definitely does
not help the unemployed or poor children. | agree with my Bloc
Quebecois colleagues who have spoken recently on this budget,
describing it as alazy budget, an expression coined by our party’s
finance critic, the hon. member for Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot.

Where is the minister’'s compassion for these unemployed
people, these poor children? The $600 million announced for
1998-99 for the 1.5 million poor children makes a very poor
showing next to the billions of dollars slashed from social transfers
and pilfered from the employment insurance fund.

Where are the business and individual tax reforms the Bloc
Quebecois has been demanding for so long? The Bloc Quebecois
has pointed out, in fact, that the government could have freed up $3
billion yearly from corporate taxes to help companies create jobs.
What this involved was a reworking of the corporate tax system to
eliminate inefficiencies.

The government is trying to reduce its deficit at the expense of
the provinces, mainly via atax burden which has increased by $22
billion in four years.

What has the government done to stimulate employment?
Bankruptcies have risen by 22 per cent in Canada, 20 per cent in
Quebec, and 22 per cent in Ontario.

® (1230)

What is more, the number of bankruptcies in the National
Capital Region has increased even more than in the other regions.
The government has at least created one category of jobs, the
pawnbrokers, whose business is booming. The Minister of Finance
continues to promote family trusts and to promise job creation.

In September 1996, the federal government launched an unprec-
edented attack on the auditor general in order to try to stifle the
scandal on the tax-free transfer of family trusts to the U.S. The
government was, and is till, using all the means at its disposal to
protect the coffers of the Liberal Party. Canada's rich families
continue to enjoy these tax havens, and this budget continues to
protect them.

It isnot a budget that creates jobs, but purely an election budget.
All the government’s new initiatives are in the exclusive jurisdic-
tion of the provinces, and taxpayers are the victims of the overlap
and duplication.

The federal government did however find the funds necessary
for the minister of propaganda’s flag campaign on the eve of the
election.
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The government is also helping artists, by subsidizing those who
advocate federalism. We must not forget that over 49 per cent of
the cuts to the $16.5 billion in program expenditures between 1994
and 1999 come from cuts to transfers to other levels of govern-
ment, primarily the provinces.

What has the government done for the rural regions? Nothing
new yet. In my riding of Argenteuil—Papineau, we have a number
of farmers facing major problems. The government is spending
only $25 million this year on job search. This means less than $1
per Canadian and less than $20 per unemployed individual.

Since we are talking about overlap and duplication, | would like
to point out that the federal government announced in its budget the
establishment of an opportunities fund of $30 million a year over
three years to give persons with disabilities greater financial
independence.

The fund will contribute to supporting innovative projects
developed in partnership with groups of individuals with disabili-
ties, the private sector and provincial governments. However, the
provinces have always been involved in this area, and here comes
the federal government once again to appropriate their clientele.

| have spoken on a number of occasions before this House to
underscore my interest in persons with disabilities. In December, |
expressed my interest and that of the Government of Quebec in
marking the Quebec week of disabled persons, by saying, and |
quote: *“ The Quebec week of disabled persons focuses on integrat-
ing these people into the work place. Presided over jointly by
Clément Godbout, president of the FTQ, and Ghislain Dufour, of
the Conseil du Patronat, thisweek isafirst of its sort in Quebec and
takes place in a spirit of fairness and solidarity” .

| told of the work done by Cécile-Héléne Wojas, a paraplegic
teacher in Lachute whose dynamism and courage have advanced
the cause of the disabled, not just in her workplace, but also in the
Lachute area, which is part of my riding.

| aso paid tribute last February to parents of sick children, and
particularly to the courage of one family in my riding of Argen-
teuil—Papineau. The Séguin family of Saint-André d’ Argenteuil,
two of whose children, Sylvie and Patrick have muscular dystro-
phy, is a model of love, courage and devotion.

In addition, what has the federal government done to help
students? Their debt load has increased in recent years.

® (1235)

In 1994-95, the total amount owed by students under the Canada
Student Loans Program and Quebec’s loans and bursaries program
was over $7 million.

The Budget

In 1994-95, over 625,000 Quebecers and Canadians paid interest
on loans taken out to pursue their education. In my riding of
Argenteuil—Papineau, students must often leave home and move
to larger urban centres, thus adding to what it costs them to get an
education.

Tax assistance for students certainly helps with their tax burden,
but these measures were put in place when the economic situation
of students was different.

This budget certainly does not create jobs for taxpayers. And
what can we say about the mistakes made by the federal govern-
ment with respect to the Montreal airports, which will mean the
loss of thousands of jobs for many, including people in the Lower
Laurentians.

| spoke about this scandal this week. | mentioned that the Bloc
Quebecois was severely critical of the federal government for its
inconsistent decisions and its mistakes, as former minister André
Ouellet caled them, in the matter of the Montreal airports.

| also referred to the comments made by Senator Pietro Rizzuto,
who confirmed that, for two years now, the federal government has
failed to assume its responsibilities in looking for a viable solution
to ensure the future of air transport in Quebec, hence the current
confusion and the mess we are in.

| also said that the Bloc Quebecois condemned the Liberals for
trying, once again, to take the people of the Lower Laurentians
hostage on this issue by making all sorts of promises on the eve of
an election for purely partisan purposes.

In conclusion, with an election in the offing, | urge the federal
government to do a better job and to be more honest, because the
public will not be fooled. It can read between the lines and seesthis
lazy budget for what it redly is.

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | risein the
House today to participate in the debate on the Minister of
Finance's budget. A great many things could be said, but | shall
restrict myself to analyzing certain parts of the budget which | feel
are unacceptable to the population.

First of al: employment insurance and the future consequences
of this budget. An announcement has been made of a 10 cent cut in
contributions, 10 cents less per $100. This proposed measure will
not have much of an effect, since the reduction could have been
50 cents per $100, which might have led to job creation.

At the moment, the jobs that are being created are precarious,
poorly paid and short-lived. According to the experts, in the past
six years there have been so many cuts in unemployment insur-
ance—renamed employment insurance, which is a hoax, since
insurance must insure us when we lose work and are unemployed—
that there is a $2 billion annua shortfall in the fund.
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This means that, had we maintained the 1989 criteria, we would
have had a $3 billion surplus in the fund. What did the Liberal
government do? Cut benefits to the least well-off. You will agree
with me that people who are unemployed are not considered to
be our society’s most well-off.

What is sad today in Canada is that there are people who worry
about what colour their next Mercedes will be, while others worry
about whether there will be anything to put on the table tomorrow.
There are fathers and mothers who are constantly worrying whether
they will have anything to feed their families with, whether there
will be anything to put in their children's lunch boxes. That
measure is unacceptable.

® (1240)

| would aso like to talk about child poverty. When the Liberal
Party was in opposition and debating poverty, there were one
million children living in poverty in Canada. The Liberals rose in
this House to criticize the fact. Four years later, there are 1.5
million young people and children who lack what is needed to grow
up in Canada.

And what did the Minister of Finance do? What provision is
there in the budget? An increase of some $30 per child to fix the
situation. That is shameful. It is shameful to spend an additional
$70 million to help poor children.

We will recall that unemployment insurance was cut by some $2
billion a year. The poor lose $2 hillion, and the $5 hillion surplus
goes to deficit reduction—those worst off pay for this too—and
$30 a year more goes to filling lunch boxes. It is a scandal.

I would like to talk as well about the Canada Foundation for
Innovation. This foundation will receive $800 million. By chance,
transfers to the provinces were cut by $800 million, and here they
are going to create a fund.

But, careful, afund is not spent. The money in afund isinvested,
and the interest is spent. So the government will be spending
another $180 million a year—on what? It will spend it on educa-
tion, research and hospitals, al of which come under provincial
jurisdiction. Once again, federal Liberals, who specialize in invad-
ing areas of provincia jurisdiction, are going to butt in as they
always do. This is unacceptable, it must be said.

Members will recall that the red book contained a proposal to
create new day care spacesin Canada. The government promised to
invest $720 million in day care. They broke their promise. Now
thereisaplan to invest $600 million of new money in children. As
| said earlier, the budget provides for expenditres of only $70
million. Knowing the way Liberals are, we have be wary of what
they promise as well as of the promises they keep.

Another point in this budget | did not like at al is the fact the
minister refused to compensate us for harmonizing the GST.
Members will recall that Quebec was the first province in Canada
to harmonize its sales tax. When it did, it received no compensa-
tion. And what is the finance minister telling us now? He is saying
that, thanks to harmonization, Quebec is making a profit.

Simply by looking at the tax in one province, and in other
provinces, how can you say whether or not that province is making
aprofit? The minister forgot to say that the tax systemin Quebecis
different from Ontario’'s and the maritimes. If the maritime
provinces opted for a 10 or 11 per cent tax, it is their choice, but
taxpayers there pay lower income taxes, higher sales taxes, but
lower income taxes. In Quebec, we pay lower sales taxes, but a
higher income tax than anywhere else in the country.

Therefore | think that when the finance minister is telling usin
this House that with his new tax, Quebec is making a profit, he is
not being honest. He ought to look at the tax system overall, and
see how much Quebec has lost. The Quebec Minister of Financeis
demanding $1.9 billion in compensation to be on an equal footing
with the maritimes, who will be receiving close to $1 billion. |
believe that this is important. It is a question of equity with
Quebec, and the minister is continually brushing it off as trivial.

® (1245)

Once again, the Liberals are demonstrating that they are sympa-
thetic, that they are willing, but when the time comesto act, they do
not. The means were there this year, however, because the annual
debt will be lower thisyear as aresult of the lower interest rates, so
the minister had the means of doing it, yet he has decided not to.
What heisdoing is sprinkling alittle largesse here and there, afew
goodies, just peanuts. What people would like to see, asthe officia
opposition has proposed, is a complete reorganization of the
personal and corporate income tax systems. This government has
been asleep at the switch for four years, and has done absolutely
nothing to improve the situation.

Inclosing, | wishto state that thisisterrible, because thereistalk
everywhere of sharing, of equity. In Canadaat the present time, it is
the poor who are getting it in the neck, the poor who are being cut
off, in this peculiar view of what equity toward them should be.
The poor are bearing the brunt more and more, and receiving less
and less. Thisis totally unacceptable, and | trust that this minister
will think things over again, and return with afar more meaningful
budget, for this one is ado-nothing budget, with nothing innovative
about it. There is nothing innovative in this budget, and the entire
population of Canada and of Quebec are bearing the brunt of this.

When the bishops of Quebec speak of poverty, of the role of a
member of Parliament, the role of representing the least advan-
taged members of society, | think that everyone here in this House
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has missed the boat here. We are not doing what we were elected to
do, and the main responsibility lies with the Minister of Finance.

Mr. Antoine Dubé (Lévis, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | see that no
Liberal member, on the other side, dares respond to the eloquent
arguments made by the hon. member for Shefford. | want to
commend him, not only for his speech, but also for the concerns
that he is always showing in the House and during the discussions
we have about the victims of the federal budget, that is, the poor
and, particularly, the unemployment.

| know that he did not have time to say everything. | would like
him to remind us of what he thinks when he hears the finance
minister bragging about reaching, and even exceeding, his budget
objectives, when we know that the main reason why he exceeded
his objectives is that he cut assistance to the unemployed.

We remember the famous bill on employment insurance, which
is essentially similar to unemployment insurance. This legisation
reduced the eligibility period and the benefits. It is now more
difficult for young people and for women to get back into the work
force. A person will now have to work 910 hours to be eligible for
employment insurance. Yet, people pay premiums from the first
hour and not the 15th hour, as was the case before.

® (1250)

| would like the member for Shefford to tell me what he thinks
about these employment insurance cuts. Does he think, as | do, that
it is shameful to see the finance minister boasting about his
success, when he is achieving it mainly on the backs of the
unemployed and with cuts in transfers to the provinces?

Mr. Leroux (Shefford): Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank my
hon. colleague from Lévis. He aso works very hard on these
issues. We have only 10 minutes to talk about the budget, and of
course, we cannot say much in 10 minutes. But the Liberalswill get
their comeuppance. There will be an election soon and then we will
have our say. We will talk about their achievements, about what
they have done, but mostly about what they have not done and how
they went about it. They picked on the poor, the disadvantaged in
our society, those who need to feel that we are here to help them.
But not the Liberals, they are hiding from these people.

| remember listening to the Minister of Finance talk about poor
children. What has he done for poor children? He merely injected
$70 million. Now, $70 million may look like a lot of money. Mr.
Speaker, you and | would feel like rich men if we were to win such
a huge amount. It may look like alot money, but it is peanutsin a
country like ours, it only amountsto $30 per child every year. Itisa
shame. When the Liberals took office, there were 1 million kids
living in poverty, now that figure is up to 1.5 million, that is
500,000 more poor children since the Liberals took office.
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To resolve this issue, we need to get rid of the Liberals and to
replace them by something else. By what exactly, | do not know.
But onething issure. Historically, the Liberal Party has cared about
the disadvantaged, but now they are worse than the Conservatives.
The decisions they make are worse. The friends of these two parties
are often rich people, contributors, people with money to support
them. The poor do not have any money. However, they want to
improve their lot. Their children are in an even worse situation.
They have rights too.

In our society, we have parents who do not know if they will
have a dlice of bread the next morning to put into their kids
lunchbox, and that is unacceptable. It is unacceptable and shame-
ful. There is no word strong enough to describe that whole
situation.

As official opposition, we will continue to work hard. We will
continue to criticize the people opposite. They are not al the same,
but they are very much alike. We have to make the decision makers
and the ministers aware of the measures that need to be taken in our
society and that cannot wait any longer.

[English]

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Waterloo, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, back in my
university days | had some experience with Maoist economics. |
just heard some of that come at me from the previous speaker. |
understand that is where their leader is coming from in terms of
protocol ideology.

Nevertheless | am pleased and privileged to have the opportunity
to speak on the fourth budget of the government. My maiden
speech to the House was on the occasion of the government’s first
budget. | vividly recall the challenges we were facing as a new
government and as a people.

The previous Conservative government during its nine years in
office mismanaged the Canadian economy, gave Canadians record
deficits and the debt grew from $208 billion to $508 billion. We
were facing a fiscal crisis whereby over one-third of our revenues
went to finance the debt.

The challenge for us as a government and the challenge for us as
Canadians was to bring the country back to fiscal health and to
regain our fiscal sovereignty. As a government we knew that if we
failed at this task we would fail at everything else we tried to do.

We have met our deficit targets. We have restored Canada's
fiscal integrity. We have united the country in the determination to
guard the new fiscal sovereignty we have won.

The proof of our fiscal successisthereality of having the lowest
interest rates in 40 years. The Canadian prime rate is at 4.75 per
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cent and the U.S. prime rate is at 8.25 per cent. Our prime rate is
3.5 per cent lower than the U.S. primerate. The U.S. primerateis
74 per cent higher than the Canadian prime rate. On a loan of
$100,000 this represents a saving of $3,500 in annual interest
charges.

® (1255)

Because we have our fiscal house in order Canada is viewed
abroad as agood place to invest, a good partner to trade with and a
great place to live. Everyone is optimistic about Canada’s future
both in the short term and in the long term. The rest of the
community is forecasting improvements and rightly so.

The budget has its priorities in balance. This is truly a Liberal
budget for it makes provision for those who need the assistance of
their fellow Canadians within the framework of the economic
realities. Because of the government’s policies which have been
reiterated in the budget we the people of Canada are once again
maltres chez nous.

We areinvesting in ourselves by facilitating the full participation
in society of those with disabilities. We are investing in ourselves
by taking steps to maintain and strengthen our health care system.
We are investing in ourselves by not yielding to the temptation to
buy votes with our tax cut. That would be a fool’s bargain. That
would be throwing away our future, our children’'s future and
Canada’s future.

Therefore we have chosen to invest in our future. We are
proposing the new national child benefit system to give the
children of low income families a better start in life and to fight
poverty.

Without a job the ordinary Canadian has no future whether we
are speaking of today’s adults or today’s children when they grow
up. Creating afavourable climate for a growing economy has been
and continues to be a goa of the government.

The government has taken positive actions to create more jobs
for Canadians now and in the future. That is how we will maintain
and improve our standard of living and increase government
revenues, not by borrowing more money to cut taxes.

The Minister of Finance and the Prime Minister are to be
applauded for their leadership in involving the Libera caucus in
drafting the budget. They involved members of the Liberal caucus
through caucus committees. The budget is a result of our collective
efforts. Along with my colleague from Kitchener | helped establish
the eight-member post-secondary caucus, of which we are both
members. We see the fruits of our three years of work in the budget.

Canada's bright future depends on our continuing ability to
produce the goods and services the world needs. To produce those
goods and services we need to invest in ourselves.

My constituency is blessed with two universities and a commu-
nity college campus with a combined student enrolment of over
40,000. Wilfrid Laurier University, the University of Waterloo and
Conestoga College are integral parts of the identity of my riding. |
applaud the wisdom of the finance minister in arranging to help
students pay for their education. There are three ways in which the
budget will benefit those paying tuition for higher education.

The increased tax assistance makes it possible to dedicate more
of a person’'s income to education costs, thus holding down the
debts incurred in meeting those costs.

In the past it has been common for students to graduate and find
themselves faced with having to pay off their student loans before
they could get established in a job. The maximum deferral period
will be increased to three years to help them get on their feet.

James Downey, president of the University of Waterloo, and
Lorna Marsden, president of Wilfrid Laurier University, have
expressed to me their enthusiastic approval and support of the
higher education provisions of the budget.

Canadian universities and their presidents have al reacted
positively to the budget which identifies investment in university
research, university infrastructure and students as key priorities.

The idea for improved student financing was started at the
University of Waterloo last spring by two economic students, Chris
Lowe and Paul Skipper. Through Kelly Foley, vice-president of
education of the Federation of Students, they worked with the
Canadian Alliance of Student Associations to lobby the govern-
ment through the post-secondary education caucus.

Asaformer president of the Federation of Students, amember of
the senate at the University of Waterloo and a former board of
governors member of Wilfrid Laurier University, | thank Kelly
Foley and al members of the post-secondary education community
for their help. We did this together. You made a difference. Your
lobby worked and | and my colleague from Kitchener look forward
to working together with you to ensure the excellence of our
post-secondary educational institutions in Canada. This budget isa
big step in that process.

® (1300)

It is because of my deep belief in post-secondary education that |
support financially all the post-secondary educational institutions
in my community and | urge al post-secondary graduates to do the
same. The education community supports us in this because it
knowsthe value of education. Like the students and their parents, it
does not want to see our young peopl e robbed of their opportunities
for higher education because of fiscal barriers. All the people of
Canada do not want to see the nation deprived of the talents of the
next generation.
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| am very happy that the budget is investing in future jobs in
Canadafor Canadians by setting up the foundation for innovation.
This is a very important strategic move to keep Canada in the
technological forefront in several keys areas, science, engineering,
health and the environment. The dividends of this investment will
be huge. By putting funding into education and research and
development we are building the bridge to the next millennium.
We need jobs and this is where the jobs of the future are.

Thekey to aperson’s successin theworld is education. Statistics
show that the more education you have, the less likely you are to be
unemployed. So thereis no question that the more of uswho obtain
a higher education, the better off we will be as individuals and as
Canadians.

Where will these graduates work? As | said, here in Canada. |
can give agood example on how it works for my riding. There are
probably similar situations right across Canada. The University of
Waterloo, Wilfred Laurier University and Conestoga College have
spun off more than 200 companies because of their programs in
engineering and computers, environmental technology and busi-
ness. These companies are located in Canada’s technology triangle
and in other Canadian centres. They are doing well because they
are dealing in the goods and services that are needed.

Because of the constant output of new graduates from universi-
ties and because of university research our local high tech sector is
going to boom in the immediate future especially in the area of
information technology.

Right now Canada has a shortage of 20,000 positions in the
software sector that are not being filled. Thisis clearly hurting our
economy. It is hurting us economically as a nation. Clearly there
are many places these young people can be trained. Resources
spent in our post-secondary institutions will ensure those jobs are
filled.

With the notable exception | just stated, we have through our
education system a critical mass of skilled labour together with the
capability of ongoing research in partnership with the educational
sector. Thanks to the new budget the federal government is
fostering the growth of both industry and education to the benefit
of all Canada. With a new high tech industrial park in place, it is
now in the initial stages. There will be less of a tendency for
graduates and companies to move south. The facilities for develop-
ment will be here in the Waterloo region, in Canada's technology
triangle.

In the new economy it is an imperative that industry, educational
institutions and governments at all levels work together in the
fashion of Team Canada. We are doing that in my riding.

| mentioned that we have a high tech sector in the Waterloo area.
Students are graduating from the computer engineering program at
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the University of Waterloo. The biggest recruiter of our studentsis
Microsoft in the United States. Clearly that does not make any
sense.

® (1305)

We are spending tax dollars to educate our young people. We get
them to the point where they can competein the world. In too many
cases the brain drain goes to the United States.

An hon. member: Why is that happening?

Mr. Telegdi: My Reform colleague opposite asked why thisis
happening.

In this new economy we need a Team Canada approach. When |
say a Team Canada approach, we need educational institutions,
industry and governments at al levels to work together to solve
these problems. Not one sector alone has the solutions for these
problems. In my riding too many graduates are going south of the
border.

We are defining the problems, but opportunities are lacking for
software industries to expand in our country.

Let me tell the House about a problem. This has to do with
government policy overall and how governments involve them-
selves in the Team Canada approach.

A number of years ago one of the companies in my riding was
going public. The technology it produces is Internet communica
tions technology. Its initial development was funded by govern-
ment research dollars. Its technical expertise was found at the
University of Waterloo.

About a year ago, when that company went public, it found it
easier to list onthe NASDAQ exchange in the United Statesthan to
list in Canada. In the United States companies can get listed with a
big exchange and cover al their fiscal needs.

Furthermore, not only do we have securities commissions in
each province, we have the ridiculous situation that companies
have to file with al of them if they want to trade across Canada.

When this company went public and issued warrants, it found it
much more difficult to sell in Canadathan to sell itswarrantsin the
United States.

Oncethis company went public it needed to expand very quickly.
The American market provided the financing. Two hundred and
fifteen of the new employees hired are now in the United States. It
still has 100 employees in Waterloo.

Infrastructure funding is of critical importance. We do not have
in the Waterloo area is a high tech park which would allow these
companies to devel op so we can be one of the best software centres
in Canada. Not only would we produce graduates from the Univer-
sity of Waterloo, we would keep them in Canada.
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This is an exploding sector in terms of opportunity. The
projections are that over the next couple of decades, in the
Waterloo region, we could add 25,000 new jobs to this sector. That
is an enormous payoff for the dollars we have spent on our
educational system.

® (1310)

In the new economy it is imperative that industry, educational
institutions and governments at all levels work together in the
fashion of Team Canada. We are doing that in my riding.

The Prime Minister stated in February 1997: “| know for
someone without a job statistics may not be much comfort.
However, | want all Canadians to understand what we are doing to
combat unemployment and how | believe our actions will create a
stronger economy and more jobs for all Canadians”.

It is important to bear in mind that restoring Canada’s fiscal
sovereignty is not an end in itself but a meansto an end, ajob for
every Canadian who wants one. Our economy is poised for
expansion because interest rates are low, our operating deficit is
under control and we are in a position to cope with the national
debt.

It isall due to sound management on the part of this government
and the support of Canadians from coast to coast.

[Translation]

Mr. Antoine Dubé (L évis, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it iscustomary in
this House to point out that a member expresses the concerns and
interests of his constituents.

In this regard, | think the hon. member for Waterloo deserves
praise for expressing the concerns of his region. There is certainly
nothing wrong with this. The member also talked about financial
sovereignty. Again, we are rarely opposed to anyone seeking
greater autonomy.

The member talked about the financial sovereignty of the people
in his region, compared to the United States. In stating his
concerns, he mentioned that a number of people trained and
educated in his province are moving to the United States. Thisis
certainly a serious concern for him and others, since he would like
these people to stay. Indeed, when the government puts money into
education, it wants to see the benefits of that investment remain in
this country. Therefore, the hon. member must be congratul ated for
his concern.

Thisis the positive note, the flower—who knows, it might bring
spring along. However, when the member mentioned that the
government was about to invest $800 million in the Canada
Foundation for Innovation, he should have pointed out that this
amount will not all be invested this year. In fact, it is believed that
only $150 million will be invested in the near future.

The member then said that the Minister of Finance promised to
invest in higher or post-secondary education. It is true that $137
million has been set aside for education and $7 million for literacy.
While this may seems interesting at first because it looks like more
money, we must remember that this same government and its
Minister of Finance have cut $800 million more in transfer
payments to the provinces for health and education. The hon.
member says it is great that a foundation will be created with a
$800 million budget. It looks like it adds up, but in fact only $150
million will be invested in the foundation.

In itself, saying $800 million will be invested while the actual
amount is $150 million, does not matter that much. What does
matter, however, is the fact that this is basicaly a provincia
jurisdiction. The member comes from Ontario, so he must surely
be aware of what is going on in Ontario—reaction to the cuts made
by the Harris government, a Conservative government—and must
know why these cuts are being made. They are the result of the
federal government’s cuts across the board. Since its election, this
government has cut no less than $4.5 billion in those transfer
payments referred to by the hon. member.

® (1315)

On the eve of an election, having made all these cuts, the federal
government wants to be seen as generous and be able to say it has
done something for post-secondary education. It would have been
much better for the government not to make such drastic cuts in
transfer payments for education and health in the first place, but
rather to have let the provinces look after it; then, the provinces
would not have been left holding the bag and been forced, as they
are now, to make their own cuts. The same thing is happening in
Quebec.

A matter of current interest in Quebec concerns the renegotiation
of collectives agreements by the government and the major union
federations representing health and education workers. It is tough,
even fierce. Why? Because the federal government has cut transfer
payments back and Quebec has been hit especially hard by the cuts.

| find it incredible that, after having cut transfer payments, the
government now forces the provinces to clean up its mess, while it
hands out crumbsto hide all the cuts and cover everything up. That
is unacceptable. | would like to hear his comments on this.

[English]

Mr. Telegdi: Mr. Speaker, the member posed a lot of questions
that | will try to answer.

When | talk about my region vis-avis the United States | am
talking about my country. The Waterloo region is a part of Canada
and part of the province of Ontario. Let me also say that Quebecis
a part of Canada. It is a part of my country.

When we get to be 50 years of age we begin to reflect on the past.
It was 40 years ago that my family crossed the Austrian frontier.
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To get there we had to go through minefields. We were fleeing the
repression of the Hungarian revolution. | was 10 years old at the
time. | remember my parents, my older brother and my sister
having to leave. We had al sorts of fears and concerns about what
the future would hold but we believed the future would be better.

Canada is the best country in the world. | can say that from all
my years of experience. | will do everything in my power to make
sure it stays together. Part of the way that can be done is by
establishing the financial sovereignty of the country.

When the government took office it was on the verge of hitting
the debt wall. It was on the verge of economic doom. We have to
recall those times and the 1993 election. We have to recall how
some folk thought we should follow the experience of New
Zealand. The government chose not to do that.

| reiterate that we as a government knew the finances of the
country had to be stabilized. We cut transfer payments. Let me
speak to that for a minute because transfer payment cuts have had
personal impacts on my life and on people around me.

My wife used to work in the health care sector. A number of
years ago because of cuts to the hospital where she was working
she had to go back to university and get some additional training.
The fact she was a nurse helps her in her new jobs but essentially
sheisin a new field.

We cut transfer payments. In the case of the province of Ontario
we cut to the tune of $1.2 billion. We in Ontario know that a 30 per
cent tax cut at the provincial level to give atax break to the people
of Ontario devastated the health care sector and many community
organizations that have worked with victims.

® (1320)

| used to be employed by an organization called Youth in
Conflict with the Law involved in community corrections. It is
dlated to end at the end of the month. Twelve programs across the
province of Ontario which were a cost effective and humane way to
provide protection to communities will be lost. Community re-
source centres were closed down by the Harris government because
they were driven by aright wing ideology that tax cuts are the way
to restore the economy.

That was tried by Ronald Reagan. He took the United States of
America from being the biggest lending nation in the world to the
biggest indebted nation in eight years. He lost more sovereignty for
the United States of America than any other previous president.

That is exactly what the previous Conservative government
wanted to do. That is exactly what the leader of the Ontario
Conservative government wants to do. That is exactly what the
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leader of the Reform Party and the Reform Party want to do. They
want to slash and burn and follow the American model.

The people of Ontario have had the experience of the Harris
government. They have seen that right wing approach and they
have seen this government’s balanced approach. They will respond
positively in the next election by supporting our government, not
because we are perfect, not because we have a God given right to be
here, but because the choices we have made are in the best interest
of the country and of Canadians.

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
member who spoke just before me on the Liberal side of the House
mentioned in his speech on the budget that graduates from his area
were going south and jobs were going south. That disturbed him
quite a lot. He speculated on the reasons that is happening. It is
very obvious why it is happening. There are more jobs in the
United States and the taxes are lower. Those things are linked
together. Where the taxes are lower, the jobs appear.

In my riding of North Vancouver, which is close to the border
with the United States, a whole slew of businesses, thousands of
small businesses, have moved across the border into the Belling-
ham area to operate in the United States where there is alower tax
regime.

Canadian businesses have produced jobsin the United States for
U.S. citizens. It happens because of lower taxes. Even when we
take into account paying for medical careit is still cheaper to work
in Washington State than it isin the province of B.C. It isvery clear
that is the main reason graduates are going south.

The member also mentioned interest rates, which is something a
lot of other Liberals mentioned today. He claimed credit for low
interest rates. They must think that the people of Canada have no
long term memory at al. Prior to the last election the Liberal Party
opposed the poalicies of the Bank of Canada and the federal reserve
in the United States which have led to the low interest rate
situation.

Because of the need to beat inflation, which was destroying our
economy, the federal reserve and the Bank of Canada took the
position they did. The Liberals spoke out strongly against the Bank
of Canada. They did not approve the policy at all.

It is just amazing. They did not want NAFTA, which has now
produced tremendous export markets for Canada. They did not
want the interest rates scenario of the Bank of Canada. Suddenly
the Liberals want to take credit for al the things that have been
beneficial. It is absolutely amazing.

It is Liberal, Tory, same old story. They really have always been
in bed together. They still are. Nothing would suit them better than
to have the Tories back in the House because everything would tick
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along quite nicely. They would pass the same legislation together.
They would have a great time.

During question period today one of our members rose to
question the finance minister. He could not even rise to answer
questions. We must be getting to them if the finance minister is
perhaps incapable of rising and answering questions about the
figures and about why government departments have not met the
targets set in the budget. Departmental spending has been exceeded
by the various departments.

® (1325)

| realize | cannot use props but | will describe an example | have
with me today. It is quite alarge package of papers about 1.5 times
the size of a package of copy paper used for copying machines.
About 650 pages of material arrived on my desk.

Mr. Schmidt: | thought that was your speech.

Mr. White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Luckily it is not. On the
top there is a computer disk which contains the materia in
electronic form.

What are these 650 pages of material about? They are about the
western economic diversification fund. It is a big propaganda
package that is supposed to convince me that the Liberal propagan-
da machine is something worthwhile having.

There are summaries of press releases from Alberta, Saskatche-
wan and Manitoba. Half of it is being sent to western MPs in
French as well. About the only piece of frugal work in the whole
package is the letter from the deputy minister which is actually
double sided instead of using two sheets. Everything else is a
complete and utter waste of taxpayers money. There are brochures
in French going to MPs in the western ridings.

As soon as | am done my speech today this package is going
straight back to the minister. What a waste of money. It is a good
example of why the government is over budget on departmental
spending.

| can give another example. Yesterday there was a meeting of the
heritage committee. One of the matters to be discussed in camera
was a new trip around the country, a junket for the people on the
heritage committee. What were they to do on this junket? They
wereto study Canadian culture and try to defineit. They wereto go
to Vancouver, Calgary and Montreal. They were to define Canadian
culture. That isliketrying to define love or why acat isacat. What
a ridiculous, stupid exercise.

How much was it to cost? If that had been discussed and passed
yesterday, $214,000 of taxpayers money would have gone down
the tubes. If we really need to define Canadian culture, ask people
to write us some letters and tell us. We do not need to spend
$214,000. No wonder the budget estimates are over budget.

Another example is a letter | received from a constituent. He
mentions that according to the attached news report last year
Bombardier made a profit of $313 million. In its current fiscal year
the Liberal government has made Bombardier a grant of $97
million. That figureis from page 878 of Hansard. This constituent
reads Hansard religiously so he has al his ducks in a row.

Adding the $313 million profit and the $97 million grant gives
us a $410 million figure. This year ending January 31 Bombardier
reported a profit of $406.2 million. Isthat not a coincidence? Most
of the additional profit came in the form of a grant. Should it be
taxable or non-taxable? It is another propaganda give away from
the Minister of Industry and a good example of why departmental
spending is over budget.

| have another example. The Liberals have been saying how
wonderful their budget is and that everybody is falling over
themselves with praise for what they have done, conveniently
forgetting as | mentioned earlier in the day the $600 billion debt
which at the moment costs us about $50 billion ayear ininterest. If
the interest rate went up 1 per cent it would add $6 billion more to
that figure; 2 per cent would add $12 billion; and 3 per cent would
$18 billion. If we had a 5 per cent jump the whole thing would be
totally out of control. We would have the crisis the member before
me mentioned we were close to in 1993.

® (1330)

We are not out of the woods yet. If this government had adopted
the zero in three plan which Reform promoted in the last election
we would be running surpluses today. We would be arguing in this
House what to do with the surplus money, like Alberta is doing
today, instead of discussing a $19 billion deficit.

Only Liberals would think that a $19 billion deficit is something
to be celebrated. When we have a $19 billion surplus we can have a
party. However, a $19 billion deficit, give me a break.

Another of my constituents wrote me a letter: ““Last October, |
was lucky enough to receive a $300 per month raise in pay. My
wife and | considered ourselves fortunate and looked forward to
being able to remodel the kitchen. When my end of January pay
arrived, there did not seem to be any extra money in there”.

We are not surprised at that because, when my constituent
analyzed his paycheque, he found that from the original $300 raise,
$162.60 went to income tax and $129.96 went to increased CPP
and Ul deductions. He ended up with $7.44.

A Liberal answer to that would be borrow the money because
interest rates are low. We have these wonderful interest rates. That
is typical Liberal speak, Liberal think. There is a benefit in
borrowing money.
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Does that sound familiar? They started it in the 1970s. Look
at the hole they dug for us, the debt hole they dug for us by taking
the attitude that borrowing money was good, that there would be
a benefit by borrowing money. Absolute rubbish.

If the peopl e of Canada had a surplus running today through their
government we could be giving them tax breaks so that they did not
have to borrow money to get a break. It would be in their pay
packet every week, a meaningful tax reduction.

In July 1996 the New Zealand government gave every average
worker $200 a week more in their pockets. It was a tax break for
everyone. They do not have to borrow money to get the benefit.

On March 19, one of the talk show hosts in Vancouver, Mr. Bill
Good on CKNW, did a poll about the reduction of taxes. He asked
people whether they thought reducing taxes would be a good idea.
It coincided with the release of the Tory election platform. He took
calls for an hour. There was unanimous support. Every single call
to that program was in support of Reform'’s tax cut proposals and
the comments that were made, to summarize generally, were do not
trust the PCs because it isjust more of the same Liberal-Tory, same
old story.

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Waterloo, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, since the
Reform member referred to some of my comments, | should

respond.

One of the reasons we have for students going south is that the
opportunity for expansion was not there to the extent that it should
have been in the Waterloo region. That is what you get when you
invest in infrastructure and that is exactly what we are doing now.

In the past in my community there were so many good things
happening that Canadians did not need the co-ordination between
government, industry and the educational sector to the extent that it
is needed now. That is important to understand.

| am a little distressed when the member keeps referring to
Bombardier because al sorts of money went out under the Canada
technology partnership fund. That is a perfect example of acritical
investment in research and development in this country which in
terms of our new policies is not a giveaway. It is money that we
will get back with interest.

The member from the Reform Party talks about having gone to
zero deficit in three years. If that plan ever had a chance of
happening, it would be worse than what Mike Harris is doing. It
would devastate this country. Since Mike Harris began his plan of
tax cuts there has been anet lossin jobs in the province of Ontario.
It has actually been a drag on overall Canadian job creation.

The Budget

® (1335)

It is necessary for Reform to understand that by destroying an
economy you do not get more tax revenues. You get less. When you
destroy an economy you have less tax revenue. | know Reform
Party members do not like good news but | recommend that they
read the report in the business section of the Globe and Mail
because there is good news there every day. The Canadian prime
rate, 4.75 per cent; U.S. prime rate, 8.25 per cent; on $100,000
borrowed in Canada, the consumers, the small businesses, save
$3,500.

| can aso refer them to another happy story. The headline is
“Economy on a Tear. Consumer spending, exports, business
investments produce outstandingly strong numbers. Canada’s pri-
vate sector appears to be firing in al cylinders”.

The government’s policy was set up to create the climate for the
private sector to start creating jobs, and it is happening. In spite of
all the cuts governments have made across the country, which have
cost overal about 100,000 jobs, because they have had the right
climate, private businesses have created 800,000 jobs. So over
700,000 jobs have been created since this government came to
office. It al rested on the integrity of our fiscal policies, on the
integrity of the finance minister whereby we met our financia
targets time after time. It is unparalleled in budget forecasting.
That is why the economy is doing that well.

So | suggest to Reform members—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for North Vancouver
has a minute to reply.

Mr. White (North Vancouver): Mr. Speaker, he asked so many
questions. It is ridiculous for the member to say that a company
like Bombardier which makes $406 million profit needs any
money. It does not need a single cent and it is an outrage that this
member has been brainwashed, | would have to say, by the spin
doctors upstairs who have convinced him that company that makes
$406 million should be given $97 million of taxpayer money.

He also made the comment that if we give tax cuts there will be
less taxes coming in. Of course there will. The member does not
get it yet. Canadians are asking for smaller government. Smaller
government does not need as much tax. That is the whole idea and
that is why people are so supportive of the Harris government, of
the Klein government. They are doing what people want. They are
making government smaller and any opportunities that are coming
in Ontario are a direct result of the Harris government actions.
They are not a result of this government’s actions.

When he talks about students going south because there are no
expansion opportunities in Waterloo, that again is related to taxes.
Companies are moving out of his area. They are taking jobs away
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from that area because the taxes are too high. The member should
go back to hisriding, listen to his constituents and look at the facts.
Taxes in Canada are too high. It is a job killer.

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am delighted to have this opportunity to speak
in the budget debate today. | am delighted to have the opportunity
to shed some light on one of the most deceptive documents | have
ever seen. Watching the Minister of Finance perform in this house
is like watching one of the greatest illusionists since Merlin the
magician.

There are claims of no tax increases when the finance minister
has introduced 35 tax increases, taking an additional $25 billion out
of the hands of Canadians. Imagine what would have happened if
that $25 billion had been left in the hands of consumers. Imagine
all the spending Canadians would have done with that $25 billion.
Imagine all the jobs that would have been created with that $25
billion. For some reason this Liberal government does not want
Canadians to spend their own money. Instead the Liberals want to
spend Canadians' money.

® (1340)

A movie about a sports agent, ‘‘Jerry Maguire”’, contains the
line: ““Show me the money. Show me the money”. The finance
minister and the Liberal government have adopted a dlightly
different version of theline. The government’sversionis* Give me
your money. Give me your money”.

Another example of the minister’'s smoke and mirrorsis how he
arrived at the $19 hillion deficit.

Let us take a look at the Department of Citizenship and
Immigration. In the main estimates which were tabled after the
budget the department’s spending decreased by $40 million. How-
ever, less than two weeks later, the department tabled its supple-
mentary estimates. Instead of a $40 million decrease there was an
$88 million increase. It is no wonder the finance minister can claim
fiscal responsibility when government departments show their
spending has been cut by 7 per cent the week of the budget and then
increased by 15 per cent two weeks later.

The finance minister's greatest deight of hand involves the
Canada pension plan. | will go through this realy slowly so
government members, if they are around to listen, will be able to
follow.

With the recently announced increase in CPP premiums, in six
years Canadians will see 9.9 per cent of their salary going into the
plan. For someone paying the maximum amount, that will mean the
individua will pay $1,635, with the employer paying a matching
amount.

L et usimagine that we have someone under the age of 30 paying
the maximum amount for the next 35 years. That person and their

employer will pay about $110,000 in premiums. | have heard that
the average length of collecting CPP is 19 years. That means, in
today’s dollars, that individual would collect $165,000.

1s $165,000 a good return on an investment of $110,000 over 35
years? | would suggest that 99 per cent of Canadianswould laugh at
the idea that it is a good investment.

It gets worse. Under the provisions of the seniors' benefit which
the Liberal government introduced last year, the first $12,500 of
income over and above the seniors' benefit will be taxed at the rate
of 50 per cent. That isright, 50 per cent. This poor soul who paid
$110,000 into the Canada pension plan will not get that cheque for
$724 a month; rather they will only receive $362 a month.

If this poor soul lives to collect his pension of $362 a month for
19 years, he will collect a grand total of $82,500. That is an
$82,500 return on an investment of $110,000. | do not know what
kind of mathematics it takes to show that is not a good investment.
Only amember of the Liberal government would think it is a good
deal.

Actually under this government’s pension policies, it is a good
plan for Liberal and Tory MPs. The Liberals have ensured that they
will not have to worry about little things like the CPP. No, they do
not have to worry about the Canada pension plan when they have
their own gold plated pension.

While the average Canadian in the future will be struggling on
their skimpy seniors' benefit and half of their CPP, these Liberal
MPs will be basking in the glory of the richest pension plan in the
country, so rich that it isillegal for any other Canadian to have a
similar plan.

The finance minister has made sure that he and his fellow
Liberals will enjoy most of their obscene pension.

® (1345)

One may ask, why is that? Under the provisions of the seniors
benefit, that 50 per cent tax on pension income only coversthe first
$12,500. The next $12,500 istaxed at therate of zero. That isright,
there is no income tax on the next $12,500. That means it will
completely cover the benefit that someone will receive from the
Canada pension plan, but it will only touch a small portion of
additional pension income, like the members of Parliament pension
plan.

This meansthat the Deputy Prime Minister will be ableto collect
her full pension of over $50,000 a year when she reaches the age of
55, a full 10 years earlier than the average Canadian. When she
turns 65 her CPP payments will be taxed at 50 per cent. However,
that will be just a pittance to her because $12,500 of her gold plated
pension plan will be tax free and therest isonly going to be taxed at
a rate of about 20 per cent.
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So while the average Canadian will have his or her CPP taxed
at 50 per cent, these Liberal MPs will be laughing while paying
less than 20 per cent tax on that outrageous pension. No wonder
the Liberals think that this is a really great budget. For them it
is.

No wonder the finance minister has refused to answer the
Reform Party’s tough questions about the budget. Instead, he usesa
typical Liberal tactic of attacking Reform, of diverting people's
attention from the real issue, his sham of a budget. Instead of
paying his people to come up with a decent budget, he has them all
working scouring everything the Reform Party has ever said about
finances and then figuring a way to distort them.

Hereis something that is not in Reform Party policy that | think |
could get my colleagues to approve. While we normally are not in
favour of tax increases, we would be prepared to support a very
heavy tax increase on Canadian shipping magnates who register
their shipsin Panama so they can avoid paying Canadian taxes. We
would be more than happy to tax these Canadians who export jobs
out of Canada and would rather pay taxes in Panama than in
Canada.

Perhaps it is time for the finance minister to lead by example.
Perhapsit istime for the finance minister and hisfellow Liberalsto
put their hands in their own pockets instead of the pockets of
Canadians.

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
thought it was worth mentioning again a part of the speech that the
hon. member brought to our attention. It is something that is so
easy to forget: that members of the Reform Party made a commit-
ment that they would not take the gold plated pension plan that
members of the government side took for themselves.

I would like to ask the member if she could cover alittle bit of
that ground once again to remind the Canadian public of that
commitment, we are not in this place for our long term pensions.
We are here because we truly believe that what Reform stands for
can make this a better country.

Ms. Meredith: Mr. Speaker, | thank my colleague for the
opportunity to share with Canadians that he is right, 51 out of 52
Reformers did opt out of the pension plan for members of
Parliament. It was not easy as a single parent without any pension
to walk away from it. However, | felt was not right and because it
was not in the same vein as pension plans for the average Canadian
in the private sector, | could not in good conscience remain in that
plan. Yes, at great sacrifice to myself and my colleagues, we opted
out when the opportunity was there. We will not be ripping off
Canadians down the road as far as the pension is concerned.

It shows the leadership and the vision we have for the country. |
hope that when the voters go to the poll in the very near future they
will consider that as an indication of what kind of government we
will provide after the next election.

The Budget

® (1350)

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | am very pleased to take part in the budget debate that is
drawing to a close. We have to wonder about what we should have
found in this budget and what was not there.

We have learned to expect some quite original, but not always
positive, moves by the Minister of Finance to cut expenditures,
reduce transfer payments to the provinces, use the Ul fund surplus
as public revenues to hide the deficit. This year, however, he could
have come up with more original initiatives to deal with our
number one problem, the employment situation.

The budget contains no original employment measure on jobs. In
my speech, | will point out some initiatives that should have been
brought forward, but that were not, which goes to show that the
government does not really want to deal with the unemployment
problem we are facing in Quebec and throughout Canada.

First, | would like to give you an example of how public
expenditures could have been better controlled. It would have been
interesting to cut the Senate's budget. All the Senate has done this
last year is to reject the Pearson Airport bill.

Because this measure was rejected, the federal government had
to go to court and will probably have to pay up to $600 million of
taxpayers' money in compensation because of the Pearson airport
mess. Perhaps the Senate deserves that we cut its expenses and that
we look more closely at what it is doing with our money.

The main issueisthat the government has not set an employment
target. It has not established specific objectives, asit did for deficit
reduction. It has not made a commitment to reduce unemployment
by a certain percentage over the next year or over the next two
years.

That is what the Quebec government has done. It said that it
would meet itsjob creation target as soon as possible and eliminate
the gap between Quebec and the average for Canada. The federal
government has not made such a commitment. The Prime Minister
is constantly telling us that we must create the proper conditions
for job creation, which means keeping an eye on interest rates and
other such things. That is good for a certain number of jobs.
However, in today’s society, | think there are two redlities with
regard to employment.

There are those people concerned with the new economy, those
who just got out of university or college and for whom we must
implement new technologies, open markets, increase exports, etc.
It istrue that we must act on that front, but there is also a segment
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of the population that has been abandoned, that is not being taken
care of in the present budget as | think it should have been.

There are the solutions | heard about in a workshop held during
the Bloc Quebecois convention on the issue of employment. A
number of solutions were suggested. One is to turn over manage-
ment of the Ul fund, now known as the El fund, to those paying
into it, that is employers, employees and the unemployed. Cham-
bers of Commerce, the Bloc Quebecois and even the Conservative
Party of Canada called very clearly for asignificant reductionin Ul
premiums. This would free up money that could be put back into
the economy, thus helping to create jobs.

The federal government made a very timid move in this direc-
tion, but without any real results. The 5 cent reduction decided on
by the federal government will not have a real effect on employ-
ment. It could have been a much larger reduction, something like
40 cents for every $100 in earnings, so as to put a significant
amount back into the economy and actually produce jobs.

The most productive money is not the money we invest in the
system of government, in the bureaucracies. It would perhaps be
more helpful in terms of job creation to invest money directly in
the private sector, in the economy.

Another point is that this Ul fund should be turned over to those
who ultimately fund it. Until then, the emphasis could be on
short-term projects. | know there isonein the Lower St. Lawrence
to enable forestry workers to have more weeks of work from year
to year and less need of employment insurance.

® (1355)

This project was put to the minister long ago. We are waiting to
hear from him. Perhaps we will have good news soon. This claim
has been pending a long time. It was supported by the Bloc
Quebecois. It was regularly part of our arguments against employ-
ment insurance. The surplus must serve the community more. It
must target a specific clientele, like seasonal workers, people who
do not necessarily have specialized training, so as to ensure that
they are properly trained to respond to market conditions.

Thisisanother possible use that must be advocated, developed in
a proactive approach. The surplus money must be used to provide
in-house training and thus prevent people who lost their job from
ending up on El, and provide them instead with the opportunity to
upgrade their skillswhile they are still employed, in order tofill the
new positions created by the new economy.

Thereisathird solution | would have liked to see in the budget,
namely stopping the cuts to transfer payments and, if possible,
increasing them. The finance minister's documents brush a very
revealing employment picture. They show that since 1976 employ-
ment has increased in the private sector, but decreased in the

public sector. At the end of the day, people who lost their job in the
public sector may not have found another job in the private sector,
and they may not have found a job with the same conditions. This
situation has created insecurity.

Thisyear, if, instead of hiding the lower deficit from us, in order
to be able to throw out some election goodies, the federal govern-
ment had instead decided to inject the money back into transfer
payments, the provinces would not be experiencing the difficulties
they are at present with their health and education budgets, and
would have been able to maintain employment on amore meaning-
ful and more significant basis, while maintaining services at a till
more worth while level.

These are, therefore, three approaches to the employment ques-
tion that are not included in the budget. The reason they are not
there is that the government has made no commitment to really
tackle this problem of unemployment. This is rather strange since
the government was elected on a platform promising “‘jobs, jobs,
jobs’. Yet, after three years, when the Liberal candidates face their
constituents, they will be asked: “Yes, it is true, you fought the
deficit, there were cuts in transfer payments, there were tremen-
dous pressures on the unemployment insurance fund, but what did
you do to provide us with jobs? Did you provide a climate
favourable to job creation? Yes, interest rates are low, but that did
not give me a job”.

The lowering of interest rates is very often good for the
introduction of new technologies, but if we do not want that the
victim be the person who loses his or her job, we have to find ways
to give that person another job, we have to be proactive. Thisisan
element you will not find in the budget.

The workshop participants, Bloc members, people who take this
issue at heart, who are aware of the what is really going on around
them, also suggested to me other solutions that they thought should
be in the budget to help the employment issue.

First, the dramatic reduction of paperwork required from small
and medium size businesses. Today, a small business owner who is
just starting or is already an owner must go through endless red
tape when he wants to create an extra job. He must get employer’s
numbers, approach health and safety organizations, the human
resources development department, as well as many other organi-
zations. This has a demoralizing effect on the business owner, who
will tend to ask his employees to work extra hours or try to find
other similar solutions, but all this does not allow for a better
sharing of jobs.

Therefore, paperwork reduction is a specific point that could
have been put forward, but this budget does not consider this as
crucial.
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The establishment of a progressive retirement plan could have
been another interesting point.

It is crucia to follow up on small and medium size businesses
during the first three years, the critical years for them. They are
now offered interesting start-up programs, but they often have a
high rate of failure because there is no adequate follow-up. Isthere
anything specific to help these businesses? | have not seen anything
about that in the budget and | find this deplorable. This would be
important, because it is small and medium size businesses that
create more than 80 per cent of new jobs in Canada.

® (1400)

Another thing would be to see how we could make retirement
plans and mutual funds beneficial to those who invest in Quebec or
Canadian businesses. In this regard, as in others, the budget lacks
initiative and innovation.

The government could also have found ways to make overtime
less appealing for employers and workers, so as to lead them to
provide work for more people. A fundamental change is taking
place in our society in this area.

There are also other avenues to explore concerning employment
that were |eft out of the budget. We need awell focused strategy for
people who do not necessarily have very extensivetraining, such as
literacy programs. Incidentally, this is literacy week. Our society
would greatly benefit from investing in that sector, and ensuring
that people with reading disabilities have access to all the tools
they need to learn and to overcome their difficulties. Thus, they
would increase their chances of finding a new job.

Today, most jobs require better reading and mental skills. We
must allow those who did not get the chance to develop these skills
to do so. A lot of money could have been invested in literacy, but
the budget makes no provision in this regard.

The budget also seeks to stabilize the monetary policy. More
could have been done in this area. The government realized that it
contributed to the recession by being too restrictive in the past.
There should be an inflation target range. There must also be some
security inthis regard. We do not find these conditions in this
budget, and | deplore it.

The minister lacked originality, and therefore the budget is not
very interesting. It is rather dull. One of the financial experts
invited to comment on the budget before a chamber of commerce
said: “‘I must tell you that | had prepared myself to give you alot of
information, but this is a non-budget”. Aside from a few crumbs,
there are not really any interesting new items in this budget.

The Budget

There is a matter that is particularly close to my heart. More
specificaly, it is the issue of rura development. Why do we not
find in this budget measuresto help build senior citizens residences
in small municipalities? Our rural communities are in dire need of
that. The population of rural communitiesis aging. Thereis aneed
for 10 to 15 room residences. Seniors could stay in the community
where they have lived al their life. It would be easier for their
children to visit. The regional economy would get a boost while
seniors would have a better quality of life. But there is nothing in
the budget about that.

People at CMHC do what they can, but their mandateisto ensure
viability in strictly economical terms. The government should have
undertaken to build senior citizens homesin towns and villages and
contribute that way to keep these communities vibrant. But it
shirked these responsibilities. This kind of development would
have been quite interesting.

American pensions is another humanitarian issue | have been
talking about quite often, and | am disappointed the government
did not suggest any solution to that. For more that a year now, the
minister has known that the new fiscal convention between Canada
and the United States would penalize low income earners. For
example, a person who gets an $8,000 pension from the United
States had to declare half of thisanount in hisincome thax return at
the end of the year. That person only had to declare $4,000 and
could get back a portion of the tax he paid because hisincome was
so low. The tax refund gave him a break.

The new fiscal convention signed by the government—and the
fincnace minister has already admitted it is unfair—will result in
that tax being deducted at source. So the person who gets $8,000
from the American government will now see his cheque reduced by
25 per cent at source. There is no way he can get this money back.
Therefore, instead of receiving $8,000, this person only gets
$6,000, $2,000 being paid directly to the American Treasury. There
is no way for the person to recover that money.

® (1405)

We are not talking here about high income people. In my own
riding, some people between 55 and 60 have these pension benefits
astheir only income. That isall they haveto pay their rent and their
food. They have been reduced to utter poverty.

The finance minister has acknowledged that problem months
ago. | know Canada and the U.S. have a tax convention, and it is
very hard to change that. It can take months or years, but, in the
meantime, we could have come up with temporary solutions.

When cal culating the income supplement, for example, we could
allow such a pensioner to report only the real amount he or sheis
getting from the U.S. But no, the government refused to be
flexible, refused to change the legislation in the budget so that only
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the net amount would be considered. So, we still have to use the
gross amount.

This is sheer nonsense. In theory, an individual who receives
$8,000 in revenue from the Americans must report $8,000 as
revenue for the calculation of his supplement, even if he is only
getting $6,000. This is unacceptable, especially since, to correct
this injustice, we only needed a small change, not a major one, for
which the government would have got the consent of the opposi-
tion, but it was not meant to be.

Other alternatives could have been considered to ensure that the
people who receive a small pension are not penalized. Why could
we not find a way to reimburse them until the tax treaty with the
United States can be amended? Maybe that is why people are more
frustrated with the current situation. The government is not acting
fast enough to remedy human tragedies like these.

There always has to be political pressure or media coverage,
when logic alone should be enough to bring the government to act.
But it did not in this case. | think the government should have acted
faster and worked harder to remedy the situation.

Thus, this budget does not aim at reducing unemployment. It
does not have a clear and definite goal . Neither the finance minister
nor the Prime Minister stood to say: ‘‘From now on, our main
target will be the unemployment. From now on, we will have
targeted strategies to be able to solve our problems. In our capacity
as an employer, we, the federa government will introduce mea
sures that will lead to a reduction in overtime and an increase in
time sharing. For private employers, not only will we create
favourable conditions such as lower interest rates, but we will also
introduce measures that will help our young people find a job and
build a career. We will also seeto it that businesses that have been
in existence for ayear or two can get adequate management advice
to help them through this critical phase”.

We do not find any of these things in the budget, and | think the
Liberal government will bejudged on the way it has not fulfilled its
main mandate. There are still 1.5 million unemployed in Canada.
The Liberals condemned this situation in 1993 but nothing has
changed.

Isit that the people opposite are not doing their job effectively? |
do not think so. | think there is a problem with the system as well,
because it is highly complex: there are two labour codes and there
are two governments involved in various matters to do with
employment. It is very complex. | think al these should be
returned to asingle level of government to permit effective action.

In the meantime, the federal government has skirted the objec-
tive that Quebecers and Canadians wanted it to target: to reduce
unemployment. There is no such objective, and for all these
reasons, | think we will have to vote against the budget to make

sure people understand clearly who decided what and how the
federal government failed to meet its responsibilities in the matter
of unemployment.

The Deputy Speaker: Are there any questions or comments?

Mr. Créte: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | would seek
the unanimous consent of the House to move the following motion:

That no vote be taken on the budget so long as the matter of the unfairness created
by American pensions has not been resolved by the federal government, at least
temporarily, until a new convention is signed.

The Deputy Speaker: |s there unanimous consent of the House
for the hon. member to move the motion?

Some hon. members: No.

The Deputy Speaker: There is not consent.
[English]

Is the House ready for the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

TheDeputy Speaker: Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Deputy Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will

please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

The Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.
And more than five members having risen:

The Deputy Speaker: Pursuant to the order made earlier today,
the question on the Ways and Means Motion No. 15 concerning the
budgetary policy of the government is deemed to have been put and
arecorded division deemed demanded and deferred until Monday,
April 7, 1997 at the end of the time provided for government
orders.

The House stands adjourned until Monday, April 7 at 11 am.,
pursuant to the standing orders. | wish everyone a Happy Easter.

[Translation]
Happy Easter to everyone.
(The House adjourned at 2.10 p.m.)
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Gallaway,ROgEr ... .. Sarnia— Lambton ....... Oontario .............. Lib.
Gauthier, Michel, Leader of theOpposition ....................... Roberval ................ Quebec .............. BQ
Gerrard, Hon. Jon, Secretary of State (Science, Research and
Development)(WesternEconomicDiversification) .............. Portage— Interlake. . .. ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Gilmour, Bill . ... Comox — Alberni ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International
COoOPEration . ... DonValeyWest ......... Oontario .............. Lib.
Godin,MaUriCe . ... Chéteauguay . ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food . . . .. Regina— Wascana.. ... .. .. Saskatchewan......... Lib.
GOUK, JIM .o Kootenay
West — Revelstoke.. .. . ... British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Graham, Bill .. ... Rosedale ................ Ontario .............. Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons
and Solicitor Generalof Canada . ............................. WindsorWest . ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Grey,Deborah . ... ... BeaverRiver............. Alberta. .............. Ref.
GroSe, IVaN ... Oshawa ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Grubel, Herb . . ..o Capilano— Howe Sound .  BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
Guarnieri,Albina........ ... MississaugaEast ... ...... Ontario .............. Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . ... Laurentides.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Guimond, Michel ......... ... Beauport —
Montmorency — Orléans.. Quebec .............. BQ
Hanger, Art ..o CalgaryNortheast ........ Alberta............... Ref.
Hanrahan,Hugh . ........ . ... Edmonton — Strathcona ..  Alberta............... Ref.
Harb,Mac ... .. OttawaCentre............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Harper, Ed. ... SimcoeCentre ........... Ontario .............. Ref.

Harper,Elijah .. ... Churchill ................ Manitoba............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Harris, DicK ... ..o Prince George — Bulkley
Valley .................. BritishColumbia . ... .. Ref.
Hart, JImM ..o Okanagan —
Similkameen— Merritt ... BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works

and Government SErVICES . . . ...t v e Winnipeg St. James . ... ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Hayes, Sharon . ........ ..o Port Moody — Coquitlam . BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
Hermanson, Elwin ....... .. ... . Kinderdey — Lloydminster ~ Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Hickey,Bonnie ..... ... . ... St.John'sEast ........... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
Hill,Grant . ... Macleod ................ Alberta............... Ref.
Hill,day ..o Prince George — Peace

River ................... British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Hoeppner, JakeE. ... ... Lisgar — Marquette ... ... Manitoba............. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard ........... ..o Renfrew — Nipissing—

Pembroke ............... ontario .............. Lib.
Hubbard,Charles. ..... ... Miramichi ............... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
1aNN0, TONY ... Trinity — Spadina. .. ..... Oontario .............. Lib.
Iftody, David ... Provencher .............. Manitoba............. Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development  Sault Ste. Marie .......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury

Board . ... Bruce—Grey ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Jacob,Jean-MarC . ... Charlesbourg ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Jennings, Daphne. ... ... .. Mission— Coquitlam.. . .. British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin. ............. Alberta............... Ref.
Jordan, Jim . ... Leeds— Grenville ....... Ontario .............. Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt.  Ontario .............. Lib.
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Moose Jaw — LakeCentre Saskatchewan. ........ Ref.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport ... ... HamiltonWest ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Kilger,Bob . ... Stormont—Dundas ... .. .. Ontario .............. Lib.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the

Whole ... Edmonton Southeast . . . . .. Alberta............... Lib.
Kirkby, Gordon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justiceand PrinceAlbert — Churchill

Attorney Generalof Canada. . ... River ................... Saskatchewan. . .. .. ... Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ...ttt e e e e Elgin— Norfolk ......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the

Environment ........ ... York — Simcoe.......... Oontario .............. Lib.
Lalonde FranCing ...t Mercier ................. Quebec .............. BQ
Landry, JEan . ... Lotbiniere ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Langlois, FranGoiS . . ... ..o Bellechasse.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Lastewka,Walt . . ... St.Catharines ............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... .. Joliette. ................. Quebec .............. BQ
Lavigne Laurent ....... ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.. Quebec .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond ......... ... Verdun — Saint—Paul . . . .. Quebec .............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain.............oi i Chambly ................ Quebec .............. BQ
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Cape Breton Highlands —

Affairs .. Canso.........ccoent. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Leblanc,Nic ... ..o Longueuil ............... Quebec .............. Isr:)?/
Lee, DEreK ..o Scarborough — RougeRiver Ontario .............. Lib.
Lefebvre REean ... .. ... Champlain .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Leroux, GastOn . ........coiirii i Richmond — Wolfe ...... Quebec .............. BQ
Leroux,JeanH. ... ... .. Shefford ................ Quebec .............. BQ
Lincoln, Clifford . ...... ... Lachine— Lac-Saint-Louis Quebec .............. Lib.

Loney,John ... ... Edmonton North ......... Alberta. .............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Loubier, Yvan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe— Bagot .  Quebec .............. BQ
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAQENCY) . ....ovve i Cadigan ................ Prince Edward Island Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International
Trade .. Dartmouth............... NovaScotia .......... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell ...... ... ... . CapeBreton — The Sydneys NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . .......... ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton Ontario .............. Lib.
Maloney,John . ... ... . Erie .................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic
Diversification and Minister responsiblefor the Federal Office of
Regional Development—Quebec ..., OttawaSouth ............ Oontario .............. Lib.
Manning, Preston . .. ... Calgary Southwest . .. ... .. Alberta............... Ref.
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . Québec—Est.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of the Environment ................. YorkWest............... Ontario .............. Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government
SEIVICES . it Sudbury ...l Oontario .............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca. BritishColumbia ...... Ref.
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard ........ Quebec .............. Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .. L Hull —Aylmer .......... Quebec .............. Lib.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... ... British Columbia .. . ... Ref.
McCleland,lan ... Edmonton Southwest . . ... Alberta............... Ref.
McCormick, Larry .. ... Hastings— Frontenac —
Lennox and Addington.... Ontario .............. Lib.
MCGUITE,JOB .. ettt e Egmont ................. PrinceEdwardIdland .. Lib.
McKinnon, Glen . ..... ... Brandon — Souris........ Manitoba............. Lib.
McLaughlin,Hon. Audrey . ... Yukon .................. Yukon .............. NDP
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources ............... Edmonton Northwest ... .. Alberta. .............. Lib.
McTeague,Dan ... Oontario ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand
AN . . .ottt Vancouver Quadra. ... . ... BritishColumbia . .. ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ........ ... . .. Hochelaga— Maisonneuve  Quebec .............. BQ
Mercier,Paul .......... . Blainville— Deux—
Montagnes .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... .. Surrey — White
Rock — South Langley ... BritishColumbia . ..... Ref.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans ............... Bonavista— Trinity —
Conception .............. Newfoundland ........ Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole . .. ... Kingstonandthelslands .. Ontario .............. Lib.
Mills,BOb . ..o RedDeer ................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Mills, DENNIST. ...t Broadview — Greenwood . Ontario .............. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration ........... Beaches— Woodbine .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Mitchell, Andy . ... .o Parry Sound — Muskoka.. Ontario .............. Lib.
MOITiSON, LEE . ... Swift Current — Maple
Creek— Assiniboia . .. ... Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Murphy, John .. ... AnnapolisValey —Hants  NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ....... Ontario .............. Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human
ResourcesDevelopment ... Kenora— Rainy River .... Ontario .............. Lib.
NUNEzZ, Osvaldo . ... Bourassa ................ Quebec .............. BQ
NUNZIata, JONN . ... York South—Weston .... Ontario .............. Lib.
O'Brien,LawrenceD. . ... Labrador ................ Newfoundland . ....... Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
O Brien,Pat ... London — Middlesex . .... Ontario .............. Lib.
OReilly,John ... ..o Victoria— Hdliburton .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ....... WinnipegNorth .......... Manitoba............. Lib.
Paradis, DeniS. .. ..o Brome— Missisquoi ..... Quebec .............. Lib.
Paré, Philippe ... ..o LouisHébert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ........... ... ... ... L. Welland — St. Catharines —

Thorold ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Parrish,Carolyn ... MississaugaWest . ........ Oontario .............. Lib.
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairs

and NorthernDevelopment ........... ..., Pierrefonds— Dollard .... Quebec .............. Lib.
Payne, Jean . ... St.John'sWest........... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver .............. Alberta. .............. Ref.
Peric, Janko . ... Cambridge .............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial

INSLtULIONS) . ... oo ScarboroughEast . . .. .. ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Peterson, Jim . ... Willowdale .............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment  Papineau — Saint-Michel . Quebec .............. Lib.
Phinney,Beth . ... ... .. ... HamiltonMountain ... .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... i Drummond .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand

Agri—Food ... Essex —Kent............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFalls............. Oontario .............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS . ... Richdlieu................ Quebec .............. BQ
Pomerleau, ROgEr . ... ..o Anjou — Riviére—des—

Prairies.................. Quebec .............. BQ
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Hillsborough ............ Prince Edward Island Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Reed, Julian ....... ... Halton—Ped ........... Ontario .............. Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... . HalifaxWest ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Perth— Wellington —

Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs ...................... Waterloo ................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Rideout, GEOrgesS. ... ..o Moncton ................ New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops ............... British Columbia . ..... NDP
Ringma, Bob ....... ... Nanaimo— Cowichan .... BritishColumbia...... Ref.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of

Committeesof theWhole . .............. ... .. ... it Madawaska— Victoria ...  NewBrunswick ....... Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and

Agri—Food, FisheriesandOceans) ....................cooount. Beausdour .............. New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration...  Saint-Henri — Westmount Quebec .............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . . Burnaby — Kingsway .... BritishColumbia ...... NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ........... Quebec .............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada  EtobicokeCentre ... ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
St.Denis, Brent ... ... Algoma ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
St—Laurent,Bernard .......... . Manicouagan ............ Quebec .............. Ind.
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Terrebonne .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... e OkanaganCentre ......... British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SCOtt, ANAY . ..o Fredericton— Y ork—

Sunbury ... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ...l British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— French

River ................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex . ... ... Durham ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Sheridan,Georgette . . ... Saskatoon— Humboldt ... Saskatchewan......... Lib.
Silye, JiM CalgaryCentre ........... Alberta............... Ref.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
SImmMons, HON. ROGEr ... ... Burin— St. George's .. . .. Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ot CentralNova ............ NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat ............ Alberta............... Ref.
SolomMOoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden ...... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Speaker, Ray ... Lethbridge .............. Alberta............... Ref.
Speller,Bob . ... Haldimand— Norfolk .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce .......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)  Northumberland. .. ....... Oontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue .................. Brant ................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap .... BritishColumbia ...... Ref.
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValleyEast ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . . ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Taylor, Len ... TheBattlefords — Meadow
Lake.................... Saskatchewan . ........ NDP

Telegdi, ANdrew . ... Waterloo ................ Ontario .............. Lib.
TETaNa, ANNA. . . oottt VancouverEast .......... British Columbia . ..... Lib.
Thalheimer, Peter .. ... Timmins— Chapleau . . . . . Ontario .............. Lib.
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ............... Alberta............... Ref.
Torsney, Paddy ....... ... Burlington............... Oontario .............. Lib.
Tremblay,Benoit . ............ Rosemont ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,Stéphan .............. i Lac-Saint-Jean .......... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ........... i Rimouski — Témiscouata . Quebec .............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o e Lambton — Middlesex.... Ontario .............. Lib.
Valeri, TONY ... Lincoln ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Vanclief,Lyle. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings  Ontario .............. Lib.
Venng Piermrette ... ... Saint—Hubert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Verran, Harry ... SouthWest Nova. . ....... NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ........ Eglinton — Lawrence. . . .. Oontario .............. Lib.
Walker,David ... Winnipeg NorthCentre ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. ScarboroughWest . ........ Oontario .............. Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ............... New Brunswick . ...... PC
WEIS, DErEK . ..o SouthShore ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Whelan, SUSan . ... Essex — Windsor ........ Ontario .............. Lib.
White,Randy . ... FraserValleyWest ....... British Columbia .. . ... Ref.
White, Ted ... .o NorthVancouver . ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Wood, Bob . ... Nipissing................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of National Defence and Minister of

VeteransAffairs .. ... Acadie— Bathurst .. ... .. New Brunswick ....... Lib.
Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Governmentin the

Houseof COMMONS. . ... Fundy —Royal .......... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
VACANCY CalgaryWest ............ Alberta...............
VACANCY Jonquiére................ Quebec ..............
VACANCY Notre-Dame-de-Gréce ... Quebec ..............

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: BQ-Bloc Québécois; Ind.—Independent; Ind. Sov.—Independent Sovereigntist;
Lib.—Liberal; Lib. Dem.—Libera Democrat; NDP-New Democratic Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ref.—Reform
Party of Canada.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNe . . ... o CalgaryNorth........................ Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Vegreville ... Ref.
Bethel, Judy . ... EdmontonEast....................... Lib.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
BrOWN, JaN ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ind.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ...l Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... BeaverRiver ......................... Ref.
Hanger, At .. CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hanrahan, Hugh . . .. ..o Edmonton — Strathcona .............. Ref.
Hill, Grant . .. ..o Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
JOhNStoN, Dale . ... o Wetaskiwin. ..................ooon... Ref.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole......... Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
Loney, JoNN ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Lib.
Manning, Preston . . . ... . Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McCleland, lan .. ... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources . ..., Edmonton Northwest ................. Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver .......................... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
Sy, JIM CalgayCentre . .................oo.t Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
SPEAKES, RAY ... Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . ... . WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . . .. StAIbert ... Ref.
VA CANCY CagaryWest ..............cocvivnnn.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (32)
ADDOtt, JIM . o KootenayEast ....................... Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Ministerof Transport. . ... ..., Victoria . ... Lib.
Bridgman,Margaret . ............ .o SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ........................... Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN . .o e e e e e e Deta ...........coo i Ref.
Dhaliwal,HarbanceSingh ........ .. ... Vancouver South ..................... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Northlsland — Powell River .......... Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... NewWestminster — Burnaby .......... Ref.
Frazer,JaCk . . ... Saanich— Gulfldands ............... Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Comox —Alberni .................... Ref.
GOUK, JIM .o Kootenay West — Revelstoke.......... Ref.
Grubel, Herb . . . Capilano—Howe Sound ............. Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... Ref.
Hart, JIm ..o Okanagan — Similkameen— Merritt ... Ref.
Hayes, Sharon . ... Port Moody — Coquitlam ............. Ref.

Hill day ..o Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... Ref.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Jennings, Daphine. . ... .. Mission— Coquitlam................. Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. Ref.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans. ... .. . .. VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... Surrey — White Rock — South Langley  Ref.
RIS, NEISON .o Kamloops ..........ccooiiiiiiiit, NDP
RINgMa, BOD .. ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ Ref.
RoODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... .. Burnaby — Kingsway ................ NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e OkanaganCentre ..................... Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SHNSON, Darrel .. ..o Okanagan—Shuswap ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValleyEast .................... Ref.
TETANA, ANNA. . . oottt e e e e e e e VancouverEast ...................... Lib.
White, Randy . . ... .. FraserValleyWest ................... Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

AlCOCK, REO . . WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill .. ... WinnipegTranscona . ................. NDP
Cowling, Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources. .. ... ... Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... Lib.
Duhamel, Ronald J. . ... St.Boniface ... Lib.
Fewchuk, RON . ... Selkirk —RedRiver.................. Lib.
Gerrard, Hon. Jon, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Devel opment)(Western

EconomicDiversification) ........ ... Portage— Interlake. .................. Lib.
Harper, Elijah . ... Churchill ............................ Lib.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

SV OB . ittt WinnipegSt.James . .................. Lib.
Hoeppner, JaKe E. .. ... o Lisgar— Marquette .................. Ref.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
McKIinnoN, GIEN . . ... Brandon—Souris.................... Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ..................... WinnipegNorth ...................... Lib.
Walker,David .. ... WinnipegNorthCentre ............... Lib.

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
Arseneault, Guy H., Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

CanadianHeritage .. ... Restigouche— Chaleur ............... Lib.
Culbert, Harold . ... Carleton—Charlotte ................. Lib.
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
RideoUt, GEOrgE S. . ... Moncton ............. Lib.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ~ Madawaska— Victoria ............... Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food, Fisheries

ANAOCEANS) .ottt et Beausdour ...t Lib.
SO, ANY . ..o Fredericton— York—Sunbury .......... Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of National Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs. Acadie—Bathurst ................... Lib.

Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMONS . . ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e Fundy —Royal ...................... Lib.
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NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
BaKer, GEOIgE S, .. it Gander — GrandFalls ................ Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . oot e Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Hickey, Bonnie .. ... ... St.John'sEast ....................... Lib.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans ................ ..., Bonavista— Trinity — Conception ... . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. . . ... Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
PayNe, JEan . ... . St.John'sWest....................... Lib.
SIMMONS, HON. ROGEr .. .o Burin— St.George’'s . ................ Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Anawak, Jack lyerak .. ... ... Nunatsiag . ......covvvviiiiin Lib.
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Trainingand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brushett, DIianne . .. ...t Cumberland— Colchester ............. Lib.
ClanCy, Mary ... Halifax. ...t Lib.
Dingwall, Hon. David, Ministerof Health . .. ......... ... . .o CapeBreton — East Richmond ........ Lib.
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... CapeBreton Highlands— Canso . ... .. .. Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade .. ... . .. Dartmouth........................... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell ...... ... CapeBreton— The Sydneys .......... Lib.
MuUrphy, JoNN . . .. AnnapolisValey —Hants ............ Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... .. HalifaxWest ................... .. ... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ottt CentralNova ........................ Lib.
Vearran, Halmy ... SouthWestNova..................... Lib.
WIS, DErEK . ..o SouthShore ..........cooivvvnn... Lib.
ONTARIO (99)
AdamS, P .o Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . oo oo DonValeyNorth .................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oo Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .............. LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . ... ... Brampton ...l Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Cochrane— Superior ................. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril .. ... ... Ottawa—Vanier..................... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . .. .o Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Bhaduria, Jag .. ... .o Markham — Whitchurch — Stouffville. . IISIebm
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible
for Francophonie . .. ... Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville—Milton ................... Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Hamilton—Wentworth . .............. Lib.
CacCig, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ...........ccoviiiiiii... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY ... Wellington — Grey — Dufferin—
SIMCOB. ..ot Lib.
Campbell, Barry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ................... StPaul’s.........oo Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest ............cccovviiinnn. Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ........... . Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.



13

Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Cohen, ShaUGNNESSY . . ...ttt e e e Windsor — St.Clair .................. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M. . ... ..o e DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e e e Thunder Bay — Nipigon .............. Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage ... . .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Crawford, REX ...t Kent ... Lib
CULEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. SimcoeNorth ...t Lib.
Dromisky, Stan ... ... Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister for International Trade ........................ YorkCentre ............oooviiinn... Lib.
English, Jonn . ... Kitchener............... .. ... Lib
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford .........coo i Lib
FliS, JBSSE . oo Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonEast ......................... Lib.
Gaffney, Beryl ... Nepean ... Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation. . . .. DonValleyWest ..................... Lib
Graham, Bill . . ... Rosedale ...................... .. ... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Solicitor

Generalof Canada .. ... WindsorWest . ....................... Lib
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ... Lib
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
Harper, B . ..o SimcoeCentre ...................un.. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke .. . .. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ............. SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... . . ... Bruce—Grey ...l Lib.
Jordan, JIM ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JImM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Transport ..................... HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
Kilger, BOb . . Stormont—Dundas .................. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot Elgin—Norfolk ..................... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ......... York—Smcoe...................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
LB, DI . Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . ... ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton........... Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie ... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada

Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister

responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec ........... OttawaSouth ........................ Lib
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of theEnvironment ............................... YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government Services........... Sudbury ... Lib
MCCOMMICK, LAY . .. ..o Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and

Addington.................o Lib.

MCTEagUE, Dan .. ... ONntario ......coovviiiiiiiin Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole .................... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ...t e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ... Beaches— Woodbine ................ Lib.
Mitchell, ANy . ... Parry Sound — Muskoka.............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources

DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Kenora— Rainy River ................ Lib
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NUNZIAEa, JONN . . oo e e e e York South—Weston ................ Lib.
O BHEN, Pat . ... London —Middlesex ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Victoria— Haliburton ................ Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ......... ... i Welland — St. Catharines— Thorold ... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . .. ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ............. ...l Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial Ingtitutions) ........ ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
PEtersOn, JIM ..o Willowdale.......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth . . ... .o HamiltonMountain................... Lib.
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .... Essex—Kent........................ Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton—Ped ....................... Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence and

Minister of VeteransAffairs. . ... Perth— Wellington— Waterloo ... .. .. Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada .. ............ EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
St DENIS, Brent . ... Algoma ... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— FrenchRiver .......... Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, BOb ... Haldimand— Norfolk ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .............. Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue . ..., Brant ............c Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArewW . ... Waterloo ... Lib.
Thalheimer, PEter . . ... Timmins—Chapleau . ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy . ... Burlington............. ... ... ... .. Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAI . .. Lambton— Middlesex ................ Lib.
VA, TONY . Lincoln ... Lib.
Vanclief, Lyle. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health ...................... Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM ScarboroughWest .................... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... Essex —Windsor .................... Lib.
WOoOod, BOD . .. NIpisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ......... ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic Canada Cadigan ............coiiiiiiiia Lib.

OpPOIUNILIESAGENCY) . . .o ot ettt et e e e
MCGUITE, J0B ..\ttt Egmont ........... ... ... .l Lib.
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ..................... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.

QUEBEC (75)

ASSA, MarK ..o Gatineau— LaLiévre................. Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccouioo... BQ
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Sant-Denis .............. . Lib.
Balidle Richard . ... LaPrairie..................o .. BQ
Bellehumeur,Michel . ........ . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres ... BQ
Bernier,Gilles . ... Beauce.............o Ind.
Bernier,MalriCe .. ... ... M égantic— Compton — Stanstead . . . .. BQ
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
BarNier, YVaN . ..o Gaspe. ... BQ
Bertrand, Robert . ... ... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
BriEN, Pl e . .o Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development —

QUEDEC) . .o Outremont........................... Lib.
Charest, HON. JEAN J. . . ... e Sherbrooke ............ ... PC
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ................n. Lib.
Chrétien, JEam—GUY . .. ...ttt e e FrontenaC ........................... BQ
Cré&te, Paul . ... Kamouraska— Riviere-du-Loup ...... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ........... ... i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
Daviault, MiChel . ....... . Ahuntsic ................. ... BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . .. Portneuf............................. BQ
Deshaies,Bernard . ... ........uniiiit Abitibi ....... .. BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............ Vaudreuil ............ ... ... . ..., Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ot e e e e L&ViS ... BQ
Duceppe, GIllES . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o e e e e e e Argenteuil — Papineau. ............... BQ
Dupuy, Hon. Michel . ... LavalWest ...t Lib.
Fillion, Gilbert ... ... Chicoutimi .......................v.. BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila . ... MountRoyal ................... ... .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Labour and Deputy L eader of the Government in

theHouse of COmMMONS . ... ... . e Saint—-Léonard ....................... Lib.
Gagnon, ChIiStiang . ... ..ot e QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gagnon, PatriCk . ... Bonaventure— les-de-la—Madeleine. ..  Lib.
Gauthier, Michel, Leader of theOpposition ................ ..o ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ..............c.coooiiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..ottt e e e e Laurentides....................... .. BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... ... Beauport — Montmorency — Orléans .. BQ
Jacob, JEAN—MarC . . ..o Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Landry, JEan . ..o Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Langlois, FranGoiS . . . ...ttt e e Bellechasse...................oot BQ
Laurin ReNE . . ..o Joliette. ... BQ
Lavigne Laurent .. ... ... i e Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun— Saint—Paul ................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
Leblanc, NiC . ... Longueuil ............. ... ... Isr:)?/
LefEbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... BQ
LEroUX, GaSION . . ...ttt et e e e e e e Richmond—Wolfe .................. BQ
Leroux, JEan H. ... ... Shefford .............. BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lachine— Lac-Saint-Louis........... Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. Québec—Est...............coiiiiil. BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........... .. ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INfrastructure . .. ... o Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ

Mercier, Paul . ... Blainville— Deux—Montagnes. .. ... ... BQ
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
NUNEZ, OSvaldo .. ... e Bourassa ............cciiiiiii BQ
Paradis, DEniS. . ... Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Parg, Philippe . ..o LouisHeébert ........................ BQ
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpMENt . ... . Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau— Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Richelieu............................ BQ
Pomerleau, ROQEr .. ... ... Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ BQ
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Saint—Henri— Westmount ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
St—Laurent, Bernard . ... Manicouagan ........................ Ind.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Terrebonne ... BQ
Tremblay, Benoit . ... ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZanNe . .. ... ..o Rimouski — Témiscouata . ............ BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Hubert ........................ BQ
VA CANCY JONQUIEre. ...
VA CANCY Notre-Dame-de-Gréce ...............

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

ARNOUSE, VIC .o Mackenzie.............. ... .. ..., NDP
Axworthy, Chris . ... Saskatoon— Clark’sCrossing ......... NDP
Bodnar, Morris, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry, Minister for the

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Minister of Western Economic

DIVErSIICAION . . Saskatoon— Dundurn ................ Lib.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. Ref.
ColliNS, BEIMNIE . ..ot e e Souris— MooseMountain ............ Lib.
dedong, SIMON . ... Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Agricultureand Agri-Food . .................. Regina—Wascana................... Lib.
Hermanson, EIWin . . ... .o Kinderdey — Lloydminster............ Ref.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... MooseJaw — LakeCentre ............ Ref.
Kirkby, Gordon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada . ... ... PrinceAlbert — Churchill River ........ Lib.

Swift Current — Maple Creek — Assini-
MOITISON, LBE . . oo boia ... Ref.
Sheridan, GEOrgette . . . ... ..o Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... Lib.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina—Lumsden .................. NDP
Tay O, LN . o TheBattlefords— Meadow Lake ... . ... NDP
YUKON (1)

McLaughlin, Hon. AUdrey . .. ... Yukon ... NDP
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