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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, May 1, 1998

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1005)

[English]

MI"'KMAQ EDUCATION ACT

Hon. Allan Rock (for the Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development, Lib.) moved that Bill C-30, an act
respecting the powers of the Mi’ kmaq of Nova Scotiain relation to
education, be read the second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Bernard Patry (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Indian Affairsand Northern Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
rise to address the House on second reading of Bill C-30, the
Mi’kmaq education act. | will be asking hon. members to join me
in supporting this proposed legisation which provides for the
transfer of jurisdiction for education from Canadato nine Mi’ kmaq
first nations in Nova Scotia.

Bill C-30 is neither alengthy nor atechnical hill. It deals with a
very specific issue for adistinct group of people. Yet, thisisatruly
historic piece of legidation that will stand as a milestone in the
strengthening of aboriginal communities in Canada.

Why is this bill so important? It is for the ssimple reason that it
represents the first time in our history that jurisdiction for educa-
tion will be transferred from the federal government back to first
nations where it belongs.

In one sense Bill C-30 is a step into the past because we are
returning control of an important community activity to the local
level, but it is also a step into the future in that it signals the
beginning of a new relationship between governments and Nova
Scotia first nations. We are hopeful it will lead to many more
undertakings.

When this government unveiled its aboriginal action plan in
January it made a clear commitment to strengthen aboriginal
communities by investing in people. In my view the single most
important investment we can make in a community is in the
education of its youth.

For aborigina people in particular education is an essential
instrument for achieving self-sufficiency and solidifying Mi’kmaq
identity. By providing the tools children and youth need in today’s
society education can help break aboriginal peoples traditional
reliance on governments and social assistance. Higher levels of
education are critical if aboriginal people are to achieve self-gov-
ernment, take full advantage of land claims agreements, participate
effectively in the new economy and live longer and healthier lives.

In short, education will open many doors of opportunity that
have been closed to first nations people for far too long.

[Translation]

| know that the members of thisHouse arein favour of providing
aboriginal people with quality education. | am sure also that some
of my distinguished colleagues will agree that decisions regarding
the education of Mi’kmag children and youth should not be made
here, in Ottawa, but in the communities where these children live
and go to school, communities like Eskasoni, Wagmatcook, Why-
cocomagh and Pictou Landing.

Thanks to this transfer of jurisdiction over education, the
Mi’kmags of Nova Scotia will be able to preserve their past and
participate in their future.

® (1010)

Bill C-30 will allow the nine participating first nations to
determine their children’s curriculum. They will be able to develop
programs and courses in keeping with their own customs, traditions
and culture, al in their own language.

This initiative will have a huge positive effect on the sense of
identity in Mi’kmag communities and on students self-esteem.

Thisis not a new concept. It has long been recognized that there
are tangible long term benefits to transferring education manage-
ment to aboriginal communities. That is why, in the past 30 years,
it has been a policy of successive governments to transfer educa-
tional responsibilities to the first nations.
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Bill C-30 goes well beyond the mere transfer of responsibility
over the program. This delegation of powers is based on the
recognition of the inherent right to control education locally.

This initiative is fully consistent with this government’s inher-
ent-right policy and responds to a recommendation of the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal People to give aborigina people more
power over education.

While not a self-government agreement per se, Bill C-30 will
pave the way to self-government for these first nations.

Thebill will also help meet the objectives stated in the document
entitled Gathering Srength: Canada’s Aboriginal Action Plan,
which is the government’s recent response to the royal commis-
sion.

One of these objectives is for the federal government to work
with aboriginal people, the provinces and territories, as well as
other partners, to develop practical, sustainable governance ar-
rangements for aboriginal people that are built on legitimacy,
authority and accountability. The bill is an important step toward
this objective.

Bill C-30 provides the necessary legislative framework to
implement the agreement to transfer the powers and duties related
to education, which was signed in February 1997 by Canada, Nova
Scotia and the leaders of the nine Mi’kmag first nations.

[English]

Through this proposed legislation the government will delegate
to the participating first nations the authority to pass laws for
primary, elementary and secondary education on reserves for band
members.

Bill C-30 also transfers jurisdiction for post-secondary student
support funding for members of participating communities living
on and off reserve. In accepting this jurisdiction the Mi’ kmaq agree
to provide equivalent education to non-members living on reserve.
The level and the quality of education they provide must ensure
that students can successfully transfer to any other education
system in Canada.

In order to exercise education jurisdiction, each Mi’'kmaq first
nation will establish its own education authority. These authorities
will adopt a constitution that clearly outlines their responsibilities,
accountability and reporting structure, the process that will be used
to pass laws, and a transparent appeals process.

Bill C-30 also provides for the establishment of the Mi'kmaw
Kina matnewey, a new corporation that will assist first nations in
the exercise of their education jurisdiction.

The chiefs of the participating first nations will form the board
of thisnew corporation, which will provide collective services such
as curriculum development, culture and language initiatives, spe-
cia education and post-secondary support services, and reporting

functions. Like the education authorities, this corporation will be
governed by a constitution that ensures afair and open accountabil -
ity regime and dispute resolution process.

The final agreement also provides for the transfer to the nine
first nations of approximately $24 million per year. This funding
will be used to operate and maintain education facilities and for
related band administration and capital requirements. Funding
levels will be reviewed after five years.

This funding will come from the Department of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development’s existing education budget. It is not
new money, but money that has already been alocated on a per
student basis to provide education services to these nine Mi’kmag
first nations.

® (1015)

I would be remiss today if | did not acknowledge the Govern-
ment of Nova Scotia for its support of this transfer of education
jurisdiction.

As hon. members know, education is primarily a provincial
responsibility and the Government of Nova Scotia has a long and
effective partnership with first nations in the province. In recogni-
tion of the aspirations and capabilities of the Mi’kmaq people, the
provincial government has acknowledged Mi’ kmaq jurisdiction for
education on reserves. This will be affirmed through separate
provincia legidation.

The participation and co-operation of the provincial government
in this transfer process is indicative of the commitment that exists
in Canada today to build new partnerships with aboriginal people.
It is aso further proof that the Canadian federation is flexible and
can accommodate the interests and expectations of all people.

[Translation]

We are transferring jurisdiction over education to certain Mi’k-
magq communities, because they want it, they need it and they
deserve it. The transfer process began in 1991, when Mi’'kmaq
leaders made representations to the federal government to have
greater control over education programs in their communities.

After several years of discussions and negotiations, we reached
an agreement that satisfies everyone’s needs. In January 1998, the
nine participating first nations approved a resolution asking the
federal and provincial governments to pass legidation to imple-
ment the agreement. Today, | am asking members of parliament to
take that resolution into account.

| can assure them that Bill C-30 was drafted in close co-opera-
tion with Mi'kmaq leaders and provincia officials.

The views of individual band members were aso taken into
consideration, through a vast consultation process held in the
communities, and a ratification process conducted by the first
nations. We received letters of support from many non-aboriginal
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groups in Nova Scotia, including colleges and universities, school
boards and the Diocese of Antigonish.

| should aso point out that thislegislation is not imposed on any
first nation. The other four Mi’kmaq first nations will be able to
benefit from the bill at a later date and any of the signatory first
nations can opt in or out just by having their names added to or
withdrawn from the Schedule to Bill C-30.

As | said earlier, the government hopes that this legidative
measure will be the first of a number of similar agreements with
first nations throughout the country. In fact, | can tell the House
that similar negotiations are underway with several first nationsin
Ontario. Bill C-30 and the final agreement it will implement could
be used as a model for future devolution of powers in the area of
education.

Bill C-30 positively recognizes the capability of the first nations
to take control over their lives and their future. It will give control
over the Mi’kmag education system back to the native people, at
thelocal level, back to the parents and officials who take care of the
Mi’kmaq children.

This is certainly an initiative that members from both sides of
the House can support and | would ask them to quickly pass this
bill, so that we can implement the final agreement in spring, intime
for the 1998-99 school year.

[English]

Mr. Derrek Konrad (Prince Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to request the unanimous consent of the House to divide
my time with the hon. member for Calgary East.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

Mr. Derrek Konrad: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to speak about
Bill C-30, the Mi’kmag education act. | want to take a few
moments to acknowledge my appreciation of those leaders of the
Mi’kmag communities who came to my office to discuss Bill C-30
with my staff and me. They came with the purpose of promoting
the hill.

However, during the course of our discussions we also delved
into the more substantial issues of how aborigina people relate to
society at large. While we did not agree on many things regarding
technical arrangements by which we co-exist, | am encouraged by
the good will expressed and the willingness to build and maintain
friendships in the future. | look forward to the day when | will be
able to travel to the Chapel Island Reserve and enjoy their
promised hospitality.

® (1020)

With regard to Bill C-30 | considered many factors in deciding
whether to support it. | concluded that | cannot support it in its
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present form. Most of the reasons for withholding support at this
time | aso discussed with the members of the Chapel Island
Reserve who came to my office.

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to implement an
agreement signed by the government and nine of the 13 Mi’kmaq
communities in Nova Scotia. The communities will, under the
terms of the bill, exercise control over both primary and secondary
education. It sets up a corporation to be known as Mi’kmawki-
na matnewey which will have no share capital. Twenty four million
dollars of capital will be injected into the corporation for existing
department of Indian affairs funding, with an additional unspeci-
fied amount for start-up costs.

The stated purpose of the corporation is to support delivery of
educational programs and services under the proposed act. Its
members will be the chiefs of the participating communities and
they together will constitute its board of directors and will be
responsible for management and conduct of the corporation.

As laudable as the stated aims of the bill are, the Reform Party
cannot support the legislation at this time and | will explain the
reasons for withholding support.

The main objection to the bill is the provision which makes the
chiefs ex-officio members of the Mi’kmawkina matnewey, the
governing body. This key portion of the bill concentrates too much
power in the hands of one group. When this point was raised during
discussions the comment was made that to have an elected board is
to create one more level of bureaucracy.

When we are talking about the provision of education anywhere
in Canada we always assume the existence of a board of education
charged with the sole responsibility for both management and
delivery of educational services. There are times when an elected
board dedicated to one purposeisin the best interests of the people.
Furthermore, it also makes sense for the electorate to hold an
education board accountable for education and to deal with it at the
polls on that one issue.

Political leaders by necessity have abroader outlook and respon-
sibility for the overall leadership and management of the communi-
ty as a whole. The objection was raised, probably correctly, that
neither governments nor other educational authorities would give
credence to an elected board. | would submit that after an initial
period of adjustment a board of education would achieve credibili-
ty initsownright, particularly if it had the full support of the bands
from which its membership was drawn.

If the bill isamended as | am suggesting then support for the bill
could be extended. There are, however, other concerns with the
proposed legidlation and consequences flowing from it that | would
like to draw to the attention of the House.
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As members are no doubt aware the Reform Party has a
longstanding position on equality of al citizens and will find it
extremely difficult to support legislation which furthers the sepa-
ration of Canadians from one another. Full participation in society
by all people including aboriginals is the goa of our party. It is
our belief that the best interests of Canada's aboriginal people can
best be addressed through equality and full participation in al
matters pertaining to education.

On another matter, while| realize the chiefs have been elected to
represent their people it does not appear the bill is before the House
today has the full backing of al members of all the communities.
As | previously noted, 4 of the 13 bands in the area are not
participating in the planned education system. From what | have
seen in aboriginal communities so far there is no consensus on
much of the process of devolving responsibility for program
management to local communities. On the point previously men-
tioned, the fact that there is wide disagreement about devolution of
powers to local band councils and chiefs is also important to the
debate over the bill.

The press kit which accompanied the bill to my office mentioned
that the legidation is historic in that it establishes a new relation-
ship between aboriginal people and the federal government in the
areaof education. Undoubtedly the bill, if enacted, will beused asa
model for other agreements of a similar nature. When developing
legidation of a historic nature there must be widespread discus-
sions by al groups, both those immediately affected and those
potentially affected.

In the area of education, as in so many others which affect
peopl€e's relationship with governments and with one another, a
broad consensus must be obtained. The general public must be
involved in the process as well as any group attempting to establish
a special education system, and this does not appear to be the case
here.

® (1025)

There appearsto be afair amount of uncertainty about the effects
of the bill on smaller communities in terms of how they would
benefit economically from arrangements like those envisioned in
the proposed legislation. Concerns such as theirs have not yet been
heard.

While withdrawing from society, which is the point of this hill,
appears to be attractive in some measure, | do not believe its long
term effects will prove beneficial. The world is changing, and the
conditions that led to the reserve system and to the separation of
native and non-native cultures are long past. | believe both the
Mi’kmaqg and society at large will be better served by refusing to be
separated and consequently misunderstood. Aboriginal people can
and should be full and equal participants in Canadian society with
all its benefits and privileges.

We are calling for amendments to Bill C-30 that would make the
governing body, responsible for administering education on re-
serve, more responsive to the band members' direction. Accep-
tance of this key amendment will improve this legidation
immensely and | request serious consideration of it by all members
of this House.

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, itismy
pleasure to speak to Bill C-30 which gives educational rights to
Mi’kmaq nations. It is a privilege for me to talk from a minority
point of view on this bill. I would very much like to support this
legidation. However, as my colleague pointed out, we do have
some serious reservations. We would support this legislation if our
amendments can be incorporated.

My party’s cornerstone policy is equal treatment for all Cana-
dians. We want al who live in Canada to be equal participants in
the Canadian mosaic. We recognize that the first nations have a
very unique culture and unique customs, which we encourage them
to maintain. We also want them to be an equal part of this Canadian
mosaic.

When wetalk about issues like this one, allowing education to be
run by cultura groups, these questions arise. What kind of
education? How will that education relate to joining in the Cana
dian mosaic? The bill states quite clearly that this educational
system should be compatible with other Canadian educational
systems so that students can transfer from one system to another.
However, our concern is that in past experience this has not been
the case.

The board is set up so that chiefs have the power and they will be
the board members, but there is the concern of who the chiefs are
accountable to. The chiefs are supposed to be accountable to the
people of the bands but past experience indicates this has not been
going on. This raises the concern of how this board will be run.
School boards are technically run by parent councils, teachers and
elected trustees. Why should that principle not apply here? Why
should they not have trustees elected by the band members to run
the schools?

We do not see that happening here. Thisis atop down approach
where the chiefs will be the board members and there will be no
elections. That is our first mgjor concern. How will the band
member be part and parcel in directing school policy?

This bill will be used as a precedent for other aboriginal
communities so it is right for us to address the important issues
related to the accountability of these systems. We would not have
much problem if there were a board to address the needs of the fulll
native community, if the board were el ected by the band members,
the teachers and others in the education field. Then they could
provide the best education for these children who would go on to
become future Canadians of excellence in their fields. This is
possible in providing a framework for native Canadians.
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® (1030)

As my colleague mentioned, it is important to recognize some-
thing which is a cornerstone of my party’s policy. Are al Cana-
dians and we should be learning to build bridges with each other.
Canadians should not be separated. Canadians should not be
compartmentalized.

When we create schools and compartmentalize people into
different areas, when will these Canadians interface with other
people who have come from al over the world to live in this
country? After al, we are citizens together. Where will they
understand brotherhood? Where will they understand comrade-
ship? Where will they understand being proud Canadians? Even the
military would not go to this extent because we need brotherhood.
We should be together.

We are creating what to us is a division but we also recognize
that there are unique requirements of the first nations, their culture
and their customs. We understand that and we respect them very
highly. We feel that can become part and parcel of abroader picture
of teaching native culture and native customs not only to Mi’ kmaq
but to al Canadians in schools. In that way we can build bridges
with each other, we can understand each other.

| have reservations to this bill. | would like to see further
discussion and amendments brought in so that we can have a
greater picture on this.

[Translation]

Mr. Ghislain Fournier (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it
gives me great pleasure this morning to speak to Bill C-30
concerning the Mi’ kmaq people. Because thisisatechnical bill and
the product of many years of research, | will refer to my notes.

As an associate member representing the Bloc Quebecois on the
Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment, | wish to comment on Bill C-30 at second reading.

The bill before us must be passed in order to give effect to an
agreement signed by the chiefs of the nine Mi’kmaq first nations
and the governments of Canada and Nova Scotia on February 14,
1997. This agreement provides that the federa government, by
means of federal legidlation, will delegate authority for education
on reserves to Mi’'kmag communities.

The final agreement sets out the nature and scope of the powers
transferred, including support for primary, elementary, secondary
and post-secondary students. The agreement also defines the
powers, responsibilities, functions and structures of the Mi’kmaw-
Kina matnewey, which would be the Mi’kmaq organization re-
sponsible for education.

Given all the discussions that have taken place between January
1991, when the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs was
initially approached about setting up a Mi'kmaq organization

Government Orders

responsible for education, and February 14, 1997, when the fina
agreement was signed with the Chapel Island first nation, it is
altogether understandable that we should do our utmost to wrap
this up quickly.

® (1035)

The Mi’ kmaq have been calling for full authority over education
during al this time. Apparently, al the prior stages having been
completed, the bill before us must be passed in order to implement
this agreement, which was approved, as | mentioned, by al the
chiefs of the nine Mi’kmaq first nations and the governments of
Canada and Nova Scotia.

Now that atripartite agreement has been worked out between the
province of Nova Scotia and the federal government, which has
jurisdiction over first nations education, it seems to me that it is
time to wrap things up and proceed to the implementation stage.

This has been in the works since 1991 in a kind of one-step-for-
ward, one step back negotiation process. The first agreement
between the federal government and the 13 Mi’kmaq chiefs of
Nova Scotia dates from 1992. At that time, the Minister of Indian
Affairs and Northern Development agreed to transfer educational
programs to the first nations. Agreement after agreement followed
and finally, on February 14, 1997, afinal agreement was signed by
9 of the 13 Mi’'kmag communities, which stipulated that the first
nations would have power over education at the primary, elementa-
ry and secondary levels.

| would remind the federal government, which is today wonder-
ing about the impact of such atransfer of powers to the Mi’kmaq
communities or about the first nations' ability to assume the
responsibility for educating their members, that there is a precedent
in this area, the Cree school board which was created by the James
Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement. That agreement was signed
more than 25 years ago, on November 11, 1975. If the federa
government is questioning this situation, perhapsit is because of its
memories of the negotiations with the Cree.

| should also point out to my colleagues from Nova Scotia that
they need to be very cautious about one thing. When the agreement
with the Cree and the Inuit was negotiated, all points appeared to
have been clarified, but Quebec ran into an obstacle nevertheless.
That obstacle came from the federal government of the day. It is
very certain that, when the famous tripartite agreement was signed,
the federal government was acting in good faith. | will merely point
out that my colleagues from Nova Scotia need to be very certain of
the government’s willingness to fulfil al conditions of the contract.

Aborigina people perhaps do need to be given power over
education, but it must be kept in mind that, in 1966, Quebec was
forced to clam $119 million from the federal government as
reimbursement of the federal share of the costs of educational
services put in place by the northern Cree, Inuit and Naskapi
communities. Although as we speak, the three parties appear to
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have reached agreement on all pointsin this matter, there may well
be a flaw in this agreement, as there often is.

When Quebec and the New Quebec school board signed this
agreement with the Cree and the Inuit, everything seemed to be
clear. But surprises were still to come, particularly where capital
assets were concerned. In order to remedy this situation, Quebec
had to make investments, but when it came to foot the bill, Quebec
had to wait to be reimbursed by the federal government. Quebec
therefore had to wait from 1980 to 1996 before getting reimbursed
for the federal government’s share.

® (1040)

By the time the refund came in 1996, the federal government
owed Quebec $130 million. We should therefore have assurances
that, if necessary, the government will pay its share.

Furthermore, Nova Scotia should remind the federal government
that it cannot speak from both sides of its mouth. It cannot, on the
one hand, boast by saying * L ook how nice we are, we have decided
to alow the aboriginal people in Nova Scotia to take control over
their children's education” and, on the other hand, hinder the
development of Nova Scotia and its aborigina people by denying
them the large sums owed to them.

| remind this House that the agreement signed on February 14,
1997, has been approved by all stakeholders in the non-aboriginal
population of Nova Scotia. All these groups, from the Assembly of
first nations to the Nova Scotia Association of School Boards and
the diocese, unanimously agree that this agreement, which is a
historic onefor the province, isastep forward and was the best way
to go. This is an opportunity for the aborigina people in Nova
Scotia to demonstrate how autonomous they are.

As an opposition party, the Bloc Quebecois has intervened and
continues to intervene in favour of aborigina people. We have
made statements in the House of Commons and through our
involvement in federal politics we have been able to build ties with
the first nations, the Metis and the Inuit. Our party advocates an
ongoing dialogue with all aboriginal and non-aboriginal groupsin
Quebec’s planned society.

The Bloc Quebecois believes it is important that there be focus
groups like the forum with equal representation from Quebeckers
and aboriginal people. The Bloc Quebecois recognizes aboriginal
nations as distinct and, as such, entitled to have their own culture,
language, customs and traditions as well as the right to develop
their own identity. They should therefore enjoy greater autonomy.
The bill before us today is a fine example of this.

We want to reach a consensus through non-violent means, based
on the principle of peaceful co-existence between aboriginal
nations, Quebec and Canada, both before and after Quebec
achieves sovereignty. That is why Quebec asks that the Canadian

government speed up all discussions and negotiations on self-gov-
ernment.

This group has written a manifest on the future of relations
between aboriginals and Quebeckers. We hope that similar initia-
tives will foster a better understanding of our vision of a sovereign
Quebec.

Moreover, the Bloc Quebecois critic on this issue, the hon.
member for Saint-Jean, and the leader of the Bloc Quebecois have
initiated discussions with aboriginal groups. A series of meetings
are underway between the Bloc Quebecois and the leaders of the
Assembly of first nations, including Phil Fontaine and Ghislain
Picard, from the Quebec section.

Of course, in the bill before us, the government will have to be
vigilant in transferring legislative and administrative responsibili-
ties for education to these nine first nations. If this bill allowed the
Mi’kmaq to put in place education systems and ingtitutions that
would preserve and respect the values and traditions of their
culture, it would still be important to ensure that the programs are
in line with those offered in other Nova Scotia schools so as to
facilitate the transition from these schools to institutions that are
under the jurisdiction of that province or any neighbouring prov-
ince.

As a matter of fact, the agreement says that school results
obtained under the education standards specified in the final
agreement must be transferable, without penalty, to any other
Mi’kmag or Canadian teaching institution. If this bill appliesto the
preschool, primary and secondary levels, members of the first
nations who want to pursue their studies should be able to do so
without having to readjust.

® (1045)

Canada's action plan on aboriginal issues recognizes the impor-
tant role played by education in ensuring a promising future to
aboriginal communities in general, and to young people in particu-
lar. If the bill is passed, we will have to ensure that these young
people—who will have attended elementary and secondary schools
run by the first nations—are prepared to make a smooth transition
to post-secondary ingtitutions. | do not have to tell you how hard it
is nowadays for people to find work if they did not get a proper
education.

If the bill becomes law, the three parties involved, namely the
federal government, Nova Scotia and the participating first nations,
will know how to make a success of this initiative. While the
federal government should not have to hold the hand of those who
will run the new institutions, it will have to form a partnership with
aborigina people, until they are fully able to look after their own
institutions.

In any case, the federal government isonly involved in education
when it comes to aboriginal communities, since education is under
provincia jurisdiction.
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Nova Scotia agrees with transferring to the Mi’ kmaq jurisdiction
over education on the reserves. We must now ensure that the
federal government takes into consideration the province's co-op-
eration and agreement regarding this issue.

The consultations that led up to the bill took a long time. The
consultations with Nova Scotia's first nations aone lasted 18
months. The Mi’ kmaw Kina matnewey did everything necessary to
distribute the information to all the first nations concerned. It not
only informed those directly involved, namely aboriginal people,
but also all the stakeholdersin Nova Scotia's education system. All
agree that this must be done, and nine of the 13 Mi'kmaq
communities, which represent about 8,900 people, are prepared to
go ahead with the project.

| just used aterm we should use with great care. | am referring to
theword *‘community”’. | wonder about the definition of that word
inthe bill. Does it mean that a band council does not represent only
one community? Also, in French, do the words " collectivité’ and
“‘communauté”’ mean the same thing? There is a reference to
negotiating with band councils, but the Royal Commission on
Aboriginal People recommended that agreements be negotiated
with nations, not band councils.

| would like to draw the attention of the House to the costs that
will go along with implementation of this system if the hill is
accepted. It is said that, in order for the signatory communities to
be able to exercise their powers under the fina agreement, the
parties will have to reach agreements providing financia re-
sources. There is talk of $24 million from the financial framework
already in place within the department. |s this a one-time payment,
like a separation payment, or isit arecurring amount, to be paid for
by al of the taxpayers, year in and year out?

As well, | hope that the scenario proposed is for there to be a
single school board for al nine communities, or some sort of
consolidation of boards if there is not just one, so as to minimize
expenses and avoid the taxpayers having to pay for unjustified
infrastructures.

If thisis not the case, allow meto point out that the Government
of Quebec, in its desire to put public finances on an even kedl, is
doing absolutely everything within its power at the present time to
reduce education expenditures.

The educationa field has been hard hit, as have many others, and
decreasing the number of school boards by combining a number of
them into one has not always been the best solution.

® (1050)

But rationalization is the new watchword, and school boards
have bowed to government demands. In my riding of Manicouagan
alone, the five school boards have been reduced to three. The
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distance between cities is enormous in some cases. The Fermont
school board, for instance, has been merged with that of Sept-lles.
The only means of transportation between these two citiesis by air.

Quebeckers would therefore take it very ill if their tax dollars
were used to fund small school boards.

| also draw the House's attention to the precedent that could be
set by this new bill. It would not be surprising, in fact, if other first
nations were to call for the same powers with respect to education.
Although the Mi’ kmag live within awell-defined and fairly limited
area, at least in Nova Scotia, the same is not true of aboriginals
such as the Montagnais, who are scattered throughout Quebec.

Aboriginals are caling for increasing autonomy and, as |
mentioned a bit earlier in my speech, the Bloc Quebecois has heard
the message loud and clear. To those who have perhaps not taken it
in yet, | will quote something the late René Lévesque said at a
historic meeting with aboriginals in 1978.

Mr. Lévesque said:

Because we do not know each other, we cannot know what, in each other's
identity, we must respect. We cannot know what aspirations and ideas to respect
because they are unknown to us.

Nothing can be built on ignorance.

In closing, | would mention that the Bloc Quebecoisisin favour
of Bill C-30, which deals with the transfer of jurisdiction over
education from the federal government to the nine first nations in
Nova Scotia that signed the February 14 agreement, but would
remind the House that all aspects of the bill must be examined and
analysed.

In my speech, | referred to the fact that the Bloc Quebecois is
till in favour of autonomy for provinces and aboriginal peoples,
and especially for Quebec. We fed that education and the health
system are the purview of Quebec alone. The federal government
has pulled out, taking the money with it, and told the provinces:
Make it work. We are keeping the money and leaving you to look
after the education system.

[English]

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Lakeland, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to speak to Bill C-30, an act respecting the
powers of the Mi’kmag in Nova Scotia in relation to education. |
am not going to speak too much on the actual content of the bill, as
former speakers have done that.

The purpose of this bill isto implement an agreement signed by
the government and nine of the 13 Mi’kmag communitiesin Nova
Scotia. It gives these communities control over primary and
secondary education, at least for those band members and non-
band members who live on reserve. It isinteresting that it does not
apply to band members who do not live on reserve.
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Thisbill has been presented by the minister as part of theanswer
to RCAP. However, the Mi’kmag of Nova Scotia have been
working on this since January 1991. It is something that has not just
come up, it has been in the works for some time.

Thishill isthefirst of itskind. It isinteresting that Phil Fontaine
has referred to this bill as a historic piece of legislation. That
concerns me. If viewed as a historic piece of legislation, my guess
is that it will be applied in the future to other reserves across the
country. Therefore, it should be of concern to any member of
parliament who has areservein hisor her constituency. | will speak
later on this from that point of view.

® (1055)

| want to again stress that this has not been supported by all 13
Mi’kmaq reserves in the area. There are four groups which so far
have not supported the legidation. Two of the four are not
supporting it because they are waiting to see how it al comes
together.

Before | get too far into my presentation, | would like to ask for
the unanimous consent of the House to share my time with the hon.
member for Cypress Hills—Grasslands.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member does not need consent
to share his time. He is entitled to divide his time because we are
now into 20 minute speeches. His colleague needed it because he
was on a40 minute speech. Therefore, if the hon. member indicates
he is dividing his time it is divided ipso facto.

Mr. Leon E. Benoit: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | appreciate the
explanation.

This legislation has not been supported by all 13 reserves. There
are two reserves which do not support it because they want to see
how it will all come together. However, there are two other reserves
that think the federal government should not abandon its responsi-
bilities.

Beginning last November and early December | put together an
aboriginal task force in my constituency. From a group of 20 we
came up with four members who helped me with the process. The
purpose of thistask force was to hear concerns from aboriginalsin
the constituency and to hear their recommendations with respect to
dealing with these concerns.

One of the things this task force heard asiit listened to aboriginal
Canadians in the constituency, both status and non-status Indians,
Metis and anyone else who wanted to make a presentation to us,
was that there was certainly not unanimous—

The Speaker: My colleague, you will of course have the floor
when we resume debate. Asit isalmost 11 o’ clock we will now go
to Statements by Members.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

WALLEYE FISHING DERBY

Mr. Larry McCormick (Hastings—Frontenac—L ennox and
Addington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this weekend marks the annual
walleye fishing derby, Walleye '98, in Napanee, in my riding of
Hastings—Frontenac—L ennox and Addington and in the neigh-
bouring Bay of Quinte.

Established in 1954 by Chuck McGarvey, it has evolved over the
years into the biggest catch and live release walleye tournament in
North America

This year organizers expect as many as 6,000 registered anglers
to participate from all over the country. Walleye '98 is a'so on the
Internet, making it easier for many anglers to fish for details.

Money brought in from ticket sales is redirected back into
community oriented projects and to conservation organizations.
This event exemplifies one of the many things rural communities
do to promote tourism and to bolster their local economies.

| salute the Napanee Rod and Gun Club and the sponsors and
volunteers who make this family oriented event a success every
year. | extend awarm invitation to my colleagues in the House and
to all to the walleye weekend, May 2 and 3. May all participants
have a safe and enjoyable weekend.

HEPATITISC

Mr. John Reynolds (West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, over the past four days the Prime Minister and
the Minister of Health have spoken about hepatitis C victims as
cases and files, little more than legal briefs to be closed. Expedien-
cy is their mantra, not compassion.

Today let me put a human element to this disease and tell them
about Sara MacDougall. Sara has hepatitis C.

In 1988 Sarawas stabbed in a Calgary parking lot and left to die.
Blood transfusions and 12 major surgeries saved her, sort of. Sara
received tainted blood through the transfusions. She is now a
victim, not a file.

® (1100)

Sara fortunately falls under the compensation guidelines, but
Sara is not taking the package unless everyone who suffers from
hepatitis C is compensated.

There is a message here for the Prime Minister and the Minister
of Health. Will they listen?
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UNITY PEAK

Mr. David Pratt (Nepean—Carleton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on
June 21 agroup of studentsfrom South Carleton High School in my
riding will stand atop a very special mountain in the Alberta
Rockies. The mountain is called Unity Peak. The 85 participating
students along with their teachers and parents can be proud that
they were granted the privilege of naming this peak themselves, a
first for any high school in Canada.

Two years ago just after the Quebec referendum, the students and
their teacher, Marc Bourgon, decided to do something special in the
name of Canadian unity.

Since then they have fundraised over $90,000, researched and
studied their way to a plan to both name and climb Unity Peak.

While they are on site these enterprising young students will
collect geological samples and start a three year environmental
impact study on the effects of tourism on the Lake Louise area.
They will also be raising money for the Canadian Cancer Society.

| am pleased to say that | have accepted their invitation to join
them on their 3,153 metre climb. Congratulations to everyone
involved in the Unity Peak initiative. | look forward to joining
them on June 21 on this climb for Canada.

STS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Mr. Walt Lastewka (St. Catharines, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today
I am honoured to celebrate the official heritage designation of Sts.
Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church in St. Catharines.

The church was constructed from 1944 to 1946 to support a
growing Ukrainian population. The first Ukrainian settlers had
come to St. Catharines in the early 1900s. They came to work on
the Fourth Welland Canal, in the papermills and the automotive
industry. More importantly they came to work the soil for the
tender fruit, vegetable and wine industry, for it was the warm
weather and the rich soil of Niagara that reminded them of their
native land.

As a Canadian of Ukrainian descent | am proud to say that my
father Michael was one of the church pioneers. He and many other
Ukrainian settlers founded this beautiful church, designed in the
Byzantine reviva style by Belgium architect Reverend Philip Ruh.

| join with the congregation in honouring those who built this
church and in celebrating its official heritage designation. Sts.
Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church has always been

S0.31

and will continue to be a special place of worship and fellowshipin
St. Catharines.

NATIONAL TEXTILESWEEK

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Ahuntsic, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, last week,
April 20 to 26 marked national textiles week in Canada which was
organized by the Textiles Human Resources Council to focus on
innovation and excellence within the Canadian textile industry.

[Translation]

| recently had the opportunity to visit Silver Textiles, a textile
manufacturing firm in my riding of Ahuntsic. There | noted the
technology and innovative processes that have propelled the rapid
growth of the textile industry.

Since 1988, exports have tripled, capital investments have
reached unprecedented levels and even jobs have increased in the
past five years from 50,000 in 1993 to 56,000 in 1997.

Doubletex and Montreal Fast Print are textile manufacturers a'so
located in my riding of Ahuntsic.

[English]

Another example of the way this government has helped Cana
dian entrepreneurs become competitive at home and on theinterna-
tional scene are programs such as le programme de dével oppement
des marchés d’ exportation and le programme d' aide & larecherche
industrielle.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, 1998
marks the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. On December 10, 1948 the General Assembly of the United
Nations, of which Canadais a member, affirmed the basic rights of
al individuals on earth.

Since then we have come a long way in terms of respecting the
basic human dignity of people around the world. Whether it
involved the freeing of colonies from imperialist rule, the ending of
legidated discrimination in South Africa or the collapse of oppres-
sive regimes across eastern Europe, we have made tremendous
progress since 1948. However as Tiananmen Square and more
recently Kosovo have taught us, the struggle for freedom is not yet
finished.

Let us pause for a moment to congratulate ourselves for the
strides we have made. Then let us get back to work to ensure that
all people’s rights are respected.
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[Translation]

INTERNATIONAL WORKERS DAY

Mr. Jacques Saada (Brossard—L a Prairie, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | would like to draw particular attention to May 1, International
Workers Day.

In a changing economy, the conditions of workers continue to
change at the dawn of the year 2000. We can never stress enough
the vital contribution made by this part of the active workforce,
which is causing society to grow.

Some will say the work environment is better than in recent
years and others will say that globalization has had a definite
impact on the quality of life.

® (1105)

Whatever the case, all governments must give priority to job
creation while not losing sight of an essential element of the quality
of our life, which is the implementation of measures to fully
protect the health and safety of workers.

In the new world order we are trying to establish, civil society
will be given avita role to play. Workers will therefore be called
on to play a larger part. with

* Kk %

INTERNATIONAL WORKERS DAY

Mr. Ghidlain Fournier (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
Bloc Quebecoisis proud today to mark International Workers Day.

In 1998, 58% of workers in Quebec are not unionized. They are
often the people working in difficult conditions and run the risk of
facing psychological harassment or other abuse.

In addition, workers who lose their jobs have an increasingly
difficult time qualifying for employment insurance, since the
reforms by the Chrétien government penalize them.

Given this situation, the Bloc Quebecois commits to continue the
fight to defend workers' rights.

* Kk %

CELINE DION

Mr. DenisCoderre (Bourassa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today singer
Céline Dion will be receiving the Order of Canada, in recognition
of her world-renowned talent which brings honour to all of Canada.
But it is also in recognition of her efforts throughout her life to
hone that talent now so familiar to us al.

We all congratulate Céline on the honours paid to her this week,
and we are proud to see her conquering the world and making
everyone everywhere aware of the Canadian music industry.

She has come a long way since her first television appearance
with Michel Jasmin, or when she sang ** Une colombe est partie en
voyage” for the Pope in 1984. Like the dove in that song, our
songbird Céline has gone far, to become a fully-developed artist,
and the ideal spokeswoman for Canadian culture.

Céline Dion deserves our utmost admiration for her skyrocketing
rise to fame, characterized by such gusto and professionalism.
Thank you, Céline, for representing us so admirably, and good luck
in your continuing career.

[English]

THE SENATE

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Alberta Premier
Ralph Kleinisbravely proceeding with Senate el ections. He knows
it is time to give senators the respect of explicit approva of the
voters.

We get only doublespeak from Liberals on this subject. In 1993
the Prime Minister promised *“We will have an elected Senate. As
Prime Minister | can make this happen.” Now in power, he does
just the opposite. The justice minister says that the constitution
requires the Prime Minister to make the appointments but she fails
to mention there is nothing preventing him from appointing a
person who has been chosen by the people.

What about Liberal Senator Nick Taylor? He was a key opposi-
tion player in carving out the Alberta Senatorial Selection Act 10
years ago, but now he says that mental patients on leave from
psychiatric wards will be seeking the position. What an insult to
candidates. What an insult to Albertans. What an insult to people
with mental disabilities. He should be ashamed of himself. He
should run for election and test whether this kind of outrageous
statement has the support of Albertans.

* Kk %

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR DAY

Mrs. Brenda Chamberlain (Guelph—Wellington, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to bring to your attention that today, May 1, is
International Labour Day.

Onthe eve of the next millennium, the economy is ever changing
and so are labour conditions. One cannot stress enough the
importance of the labour force's contribution to Canada's socia
development and economic growth.

Some will say that the work environment is better than in the
past, while others fear that such things as globalization are certain
to affect the quality of life of Canadian workers. Whatever the case,
all governments must make job creation a priority without losing
sight of the fact that to improve our quality of life we have to
ensure that measures are taken to protect the health and safety of all
Canadian workers.
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| salute our Canadian workers.

* Kk %

MAY DAY

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, since
1889 workers around the world have celebrated the history of our
struggle on May 1. This date was chosen to commemorate the hay
market massacre in Chicago where police opened fire on workers
whose only offence was to demonstrate for the eight hour work day,
something which we all take for granted today.

I am proud that in this country our labour code does enshrine
workers rights. We are currently in the process of enhancing that
code and strengthening it, in spite of an anti-union official opposi-
tion.

On May Day, Canadian trade unionists remember our own
history of struggle. We commit ourselves with renewed determina-
tion to support the struggles of working people the world over.

® (1110)

Based on the principle that what we want for ourselves we wish
for al people, we stand in solidarity with the Australian dock
workers, with the workers on the roads in Burma, garment workers
in Indonesia and in the maguiladoras in Mexico.

We al move forward when we move forward together.

* Kk %

ENVIRONMENT

Hon. Charles Caccia (Davenport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, by
withdrawing from a group opposed to greenhouse gas reductions,
Royal Dutch Shell has dealt a blow to the oil industry coalition
opposing the Kyoto treaty on greenhouse gases. Shell says that it
supports ratification of the treaty on reduced emissions responsible
for climate change.

Shell’s support for the Kyoto treaty reveals an important policy
shift in favour of an increasing dependence on energy efficiency,
conservation and renewable resources in anticipation of the fact
that we will one day run out of non-renewable sources of energy.

Shell’s far-sighted decision sets an example to the petroleum
industry which is still being dragged reluctantly into the 21st
century.

* Kk %

HEALTH CARE

Mr. GillesBernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to say how this government’s 40% cut to health care is
hurting vulnerable Canadians in our society.

Charles Chase, a disabled adult from my riding of Tobique—
Mactaquac, depends on the services he receives in community
residence to live. Cuts in hedlth care transfers have dramatically
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reduced staffing and services for the disabled who live in these
facilities.

Now Charles' future and the future of other disabled people are
threatened as more cuts are anticipated. If this trend continues,

Charles and people like him face being moved to a nursing home.
They will be ingtitutionalized and their quality of life will be lost.

Charles and his parents did not choose for him to be disabled. He
was born with his disability but he and other disabled people have a
right to live independently and to participate in the everyday life of
their communities.

If we cannot take care of those who need help most, then this
government has failed in its duty to the people. This is just one
example of how this government’s drastic cuts to health care are
causing great hardship for those who are least able to defend
themselves.

[Translation]

SUSTAINABLEDEVELOPMENT

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
this week in Jonquiére, the Pyrovac group announced it would be
investing $40 million to develop a new technology, unique to
Quebec and a world's first, recycling by pyrolysis. This new
process of pyrolysing ground and dried bark will yield wood oils
and charcoal, both of which are in considerable demand commer-
cially.

This innovation holds great promise for yet another means of
exploiting the resources of Quebec's forests, and fits into the
strategy for sustainable development of the resources nature makes
available to us.

At a time when we are particularly concerned with battling the
greenhouse effect, without a doubt this procedure of converting
organic material into valued added products will draw world
attention, and will place Quebec in an advantageous position in the
renewable energy market.

T
[English]
MICHELIN CANADA
Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,

PC): Mr. Speaker, there is good economic news in Pictou county,
Nova Scotia. On April 9 Michelin Canada announced an additional
investment of $75 million to expand its operations at its facilitiesin
Granton.

By installing a new rubber mixing line at the Granton plant, this
innovative company will not only create upward of 70 jobs, but
also will contribute $15 million worth of contracts for local
companies. This amount is in addition to the $25 million directed
to loca contractors that resulted from the previous Michelin
expansion.
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I am however concerned about the recent musings from the
Liberal government to phase out the Atlantic Canada investment
tax credit. Along with Nova Scotia's strong work ethic and great
quality of life, it is one of the many attractive incentives to private
sector job creation.

| urge the government to continue this tax incentive so that we
will have more economic success stories like Michelin, a cutting
edge company that directly employs more than 3,500 Nova Sco-
tians.

SOUTH SURREY EAGLESHOCKEY TEAM

Mr. Gurmant Grewal (Surrey Central, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
rise on behalf of the people of Surrey Central to congratulate the
South Surrey Eagles hockey team for winning the Doyle Cup
championship for the second year. Now the Eagles are soaring to
the Pecific Region Royal Bank Cup national championships tomor-
row in Nanaimo. The people of Surrey Central are proud and wish
them every success.

| urge al members of the House to take an interest in the sports
activities of the young people in their ridings. Our young athletes
should be encouraged to pursue the social, health and fitness
benefits they receive from their sports activities.

Youth should be encouraged to get involved in the community
and to be a part of the solutions to our problems. Young athletes
like the players on the South Surrey Eagles present fine role models
for all young people in Canada.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

® (1115)

[English]

HEPATITISC

Mr. Preston Manning (Leader of the Opposition, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, for weeks the Prime Minister has claimed that he could
not possibly compensate al the victims of hepatitis C because the
provinces would not agree, but every day now another province
announces that it is willing to develop a new deal. Instead of
responding with hope or encouragement, the Prime Minister
castigates the provinces and engages in name calling.

Instead of being petty, why does the Prime Minister not show
some leadership and agree to work with the provinces for a new
compensation package?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
in spite of comments reported on the part of some provincia
ministers and one provincia legislature, no provincial government,

no territorial government has withdrawn from the accord they
entered into some months ago in which they said that only
post-1986 victims should be compensated and for which responsi-
bility should be shared and for which they were putting up $300
million. That actually as a matter of fact has not changed.

Speaking of being petty, we are not being petty. We are putting
$800 million on the table.

Mr. Preston Manning (Leader of the Opposition, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, areal leader would have responded to the provinces with
an open mind instead of with insults or statements like this. After
all, if anyone hasaright to be angry, it is the provinces themselves.
They have been bad mouthed in this House with respect to their
role. They are the ones that are paying the medica hills for the
victims. They are the ones that have had their health care funding
cut by billions of dollars by this government.

Isit not true that the real reason for the hold-up here is that the
Prime Minister does not know how to help the victims without
losing political face?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the Leader of the Opposition is the last person to talk about cuts to
health care. After all, he was going to scrap the Canada Health Act,
bring in a two tier health system and make Canadians pay for
private health insurance and user fees. Now another attack of
crocodile tears.

After all, we are still providing billions and billions of dollars for
the hedth care system which, if he had his way, he would
eliminate.

Mr. Preston Manning (Leader of the Opposition, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, rea leadership would do three things for these victims.
First of al the Prime Minister would get the premiers together and
negotiate a new deal. Second, they would confirm the facts, and the
facts are what Krever said, that there was atest before 1986 and he
confirmed the number of victims. Third, they would instruct the
finance minister to find the money to finance this package within
the existing spending envelopes by reallocating resources.

Why will the government not simply swallow its pride and get
on with the job?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
L eader of the Opposition does not understand the callous game that
some of these provinces are playing.

| was the one who was at the table. | was the one who wasin the
room last summer when the minister of health for Ontario said he
would not discuss compensation for any victims under any circum-
stances, saying he was afraid that if he did so, people on waiting
lists for surgery who were not operated upon early enough would
sue him. | wasin the room when the minister of health from British
Columbia said compensation for nobody because there are prob-
lems with children’s aid and they would be suing too.
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It was the federal government showing leadership that got this
issue on the national agenda.

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, we do not want
to hear from the discredited health minister unless heis standing up
to announce a compensation package or his resignation.

[Translation]

On behalf of the official opposition, | want to commend the
Quebec government’s leadership in speaking out on the issue of
compensating al hepatitis C victims.

This is a time when francophones and anglophones, separatists
and federalists alike, are united on what is best for all hepatitis C
victims.

Does the Prime Minister at least plan to hold discussions with
the provinces to—

The Speaker: | am sorry to interrupt the hon. member. | now
recognize the hon. Minister of Health.

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Government of Quebec agreed with us to compensate those victims
who were infected between 1986 and 1990. This week, it changed
its position with respect to what the appropriate period should be.

® (1120)

This was a cynical and meaningless move. It is politics at its
worst. They told victims * You should indeed be compensated, but
we will not compensate you™. That is cynical, inappropriate and
cruel for the victims.

[English]

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, a discredited
minister, a discredited answer.

The provinces have simply said “We are now willing to dis-
cuss’. Thefederal government is acting like a petulant schoolchild
who will take their marbles away so nobody can play.

If political opponents can set aside their differences, why cannot
the federal government at least sit down at the table and talk about
compensation for al the victims of hepatitis C?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
in reply to the petulant and discredited health critic of the Reform
Party, if he would drop his petulance and rely on the facts hewould
recognize that it was the federal government which sat down with
the provinces and brought about the agreement which still stands,
to which all the provinces, through their governments, are continu-
ing to say that only post-1986 victims should be compensated.
While the federal government put on the table $800 million, the
provinces admitted their own responsibility and put $300 million
on the table.

Oral Questions

Those are the facts and the critic’s petulance will not change
anything, no matter what the tone of his questions may be.

[Translation]

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, the Quebec government was pleased with the agreement and
still is, but it will not turn adeaf ear to the calls of the public, which
is asking that al victims be compensated.

When will the minister realize that he is now isolated and that he
has no choice, but to compensate all victims?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
position adopted this week by the Quebec government is unaccept-
able. Indeed, it has come up with a very important principle,
namely that someone else should pay, not the Quebec government.
But this would not be appropriate.

The public knows full well that thisis cynical and unacceptable.
It is hypocritical.

[English]

TheSpeaker: My colleagues, | would once again ask you to stay
away from words such as hypocrisy. They do not add to the debate.
The hon. member for Rimouski—Mitis.

[Translation]

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, so far the federa government has cut $7 billion in transfer
payments to the provinces for health, and it is not over yet.

At the same time, it may end up with a surplus of about $4
billion for the year that ended on March 31, 1998. With al the
money that is available, how can the minister have the nerve to
claim that he cannot afford to compensate all hepatitis C victims?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Quebec government and the Bloc are very sensitive to the issue of
provincia jurisdiction, particularly for Quebec.

Minister Rochon has often told me that health is an exclusive
provincia jurisdiction. This is not true. But now, the Quebec
government is saying that the federal government alone must pay
for the victims infected before 1986. This is cynical and totally
unacceptable.

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question isfor the Minister of Health. He can say what
he likes but everyone knows that the federal government has the
means to compensate all hepatitis C victims and that the provinces
do not.

Rather than making ill-advised decisions, such as the one to
spend $750 million on submarines or fork out $2 billion for
military equipment that does not even meet the army’s require-
ments, what will it take for this minister to show some compassion
and compensate al hepatitis C victims as the peopl e of Quebec and
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of Canada are calling on him to do? The federal government hould
come up with the money.

® (1125)

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the government has already agreed to share responsibility with the
provinces. If it had not, why did they put down $300 million to
compensate victims? It is too late to say that the provinces are not
responsible. The provinces, especialy the province of Quebec,
have already admitted and accepted this responsibility.

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, this money, which comes out of taxpayers pockets, must
be returned to those of us in the greatest difficulty.

Does the minister understand that he is not being asked to be
generous, but to be compassionate, humane, and to compensate all
hepatitis C victims by extending the agreement signed between the
federal government and the provinces?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
according to La Presse, Quebec’s health minister, Jean Rochon,
said, and | quote: It isthe provincesthat are responsible for running
the Canadian blood system. The federal government has no busi-
ness interfering. Mr. Rock’s only business is to see that standards
are met.

This speaks volumes about the provinces' responsibility in this
issue.

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Qu’'Appelle, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Health.

The minister has often said in the House that he had the support
of the provinces in the matter of hepatitis C, however, thanks to
Liberal Daniel Johnson, Quebec isno longer on side and neither are
Ontario, British Columbia, Manitoba or Alberta.

Given the provincia support for another proposal, is the minister
prepared to reopen the matter and come up with fairer compensa
tion for al victims of this disease?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
hon. member is mistaken. He should read the replies by Lucien
Bouchard and Jean Rochon. Thisweek they said * We have adopted
the appropriate principle to protect the heath care system by
compensating only those infected during the period of time author-
ities should have acted”. That is what Lucien Bouchard and Jean
Rochon said this week.

They changed their position—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Qu’ Appelle.

[English]

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Qu’'Appelle, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it is
not about saving face, it is about showing leadership, Mr. Minister.
The file is open. | repeat, the file is open, Mr. Minister. The
provinces—

The Speaker: My colleague, please address your questions
through the Chair. | would ask the member to go directly to his
question.

Hon. Lorne Nystrom: Mr. Speaker, | want to know today
whether or not the minister will put more money on the table since
the government has a surplus and it cut back billions of dollarsin
transfer payments for health to the provinces. Is he going to put
more money on the table and fairly compensate all the victims of
hepatitis C as the provincial health ministers are now calling for?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
Premier Romanow was saying last Friday when he visited Ottawa,
governments are doing the right thing. They are showing leader-
ship; the federal government most of all by offering compensation
to those who were injured at a time when governments could have
prevented it. The governments of Canada are taking that position
because it is the right thing to do and the hon. member knows it.

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
this morning the Saskatchewan health minister is holding a confer-
ence cal with al provincia heath ministers. Quebec, Ontario,
Alberta and British Columbia have recognized that more must be
done to compensate all hepatitis C victims. If the provinces come
to the federal health minister with a request to renegotiate the
compensation package, will the minister reopen the file?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
the Deputy Prime Minister pointed out just a few moments ago,
there is not one provincial or territorial government that has said it
is withdrawing from the agreement to contribute to an offer of
compensation of $1.1 hillion.

® (1130)

Instead, what has happened is that some provincia ministers
have engaged in the empty, hollow, cynical exercise of saying *‘ Oh,
yes, others should be offered compensation too. But we are not
going to do it”.

The Canadian people will see that for what it is. They will also
see the federal government standing on the principle it thinks is
right and showing courage and leadership.

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
the ultimate constitutional authority for protection of blood and
blood products rests with the federal Minister of Health. He hasthe
final authority on compensation. The only reason the government
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is in this mess today is because it has a health minister who
obviously cannot do his job.

Theminister has only two choices. Will he reopen the compensa-
tion file or do everyone a favour and resign?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
shall do what the Prime Minister and this government have done
from the outset. | shall do the right thing.

We have proceeded on the correct principle in offering cash
payments to those who were injured as result of institutional fault.

For the others, | invite the hon. member and all other members of
this House to work with this government on its agenda to strength-
en medicare so that al of those who areill in this country can have
the highest possible quality of care. That, at the end of the day, is
our most fundamental obligation.

Mr. Preston Manning (Leader of the Opposition, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, he keeps referring to his opponents in the provinces as
cynical and calous. | will tell the House what is cynical and
calous. It is throwing half the victims of hepatitis C out of the
lifeboat. It is coercing these backbenchers into supporting a
position and then pretending to take the high ground.

If the minister wants to do away with cynicism, | suggest he
excise it from his government, from his caucus and from his own
heart.

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
nothing is less edifying for the people of Canada than to see this
kind of display of name calling.

People have watched the theatre over there thisweek. They have
seen the member for Macleod, that party’s health critic, who has
become the chief ambulance chaser for the opposition. They have
seen the opposition refer to a 15 year old child as a victim of this
tragedy without even knowing if that 15 year old is covered by the
compensation that has been offered. They do not even understand
the package. They do not even know what we offering. Yet, they
stand to call names—

The Speaker: | would encourage my colleagues to please stay
from persona remarks as much as you can.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Preston Manning (Leader of the Opposition, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | will tell the House what is edifying. This lawyer in
health minister’s clothing stood in the House and told the House
repeatedly that he has the support of the provinces behind his
limited compensation package, when the fact and the truth is that
he does not have that support. It is being shredded away every day.

Since the health minister has misled the House on this issue of
provincia support for his package, why does the Prime Minister
not demand his resignation? Why should we listen to the repeat of
these arguments?

Oral Questions

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we should listen to the minister because he is an outstanding
minister. He is doing a first class job.

The leader of the Reform Party has brought forward no informa-
tion to say that the provincial governments, as such, have left the
accord. They are till there. They are accepting responsibility. If
that was not the case why did they put $300 million on the table and
not leave everything to the federal government? The facts show
that this is a shared responsibility and the federal government has
certainly accepted more than its share.

* k* %

[Translation]

PAY EQUITY

Ms. Héléne Alarie (Louis-Hébert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the President of Treasury Board.

Pay equity is not negotiable, it is a matter of justice. Section 11
of the Human Rights Act was adopted in 1977 in order to put an end
to economic inequality between men and women in the workplace.

What is the President of Treasury Board waiting for before
sitting down with the Public Service Alliance to settle the pay
equity issue, which has dragged on since 1997, once and for al?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
matter of pay equity is clearly one in which the government has
made the right proposals. The government made a proposal which
now, in light of the most recent court decisions, is seen as having
been very generous.

® (1135)

On numerous occasions we have asked the unions to pass the
offer on to their membership because we are convinced that the
majority of their members would vote in favour of the government
offer.

| beg my hon. colleague to try to change the inflexibility of the
union leadership and to ask them to submit our offer to their
members.

Ms. Hélene Alarie (Louis-Hébert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, does the
President of Treasury Board realize that his actions are sending the
message to major employers under federa jurisdiction that legal
obligations can be avoided by challenging them before the courts?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if
there is one group which is demanding negotiation of the pay
equity issue, it is the group dealing with pay equity matters within
the government.

We have tried for months and months to reach a negotiated
conclusion. In fact, at the present time it is the unions which are
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stopping their membership from voting on a more than generous
offer from the federal government.

[English]

HEPATITISC

Mr. Maurice Vellacott (Wanuskewin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, what
is cynical is when the government does not acknowledge that the
provinces will be paying $1.6 billion in health services over the
years ahead because of the negligence of this government. It has
not acknowledged that it was not the fault of the provinces. The
federal regulators were at fault and this federal government.

Yesterday we had revealed something about the character of the
Prime Minister when he responded to the provinces calling for new
negotiations to compensate hepatitis C victims. He could have said
“l am willing to discuss it. | am open to new ideas. | have some
concerns, but together we can overcome them”. A true leader
would put persona frustrations aside and sit down with the
provinces to work out a new deal. Instead, he—

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, for
thelast five weeksin this House we have stood on the principle that
governments should pay cash compensation when they have caused
damages and when those responsible for the system could and
should have acted. That is an important principle.

It istrue to say that in the last couple of days some of the health
ministers and some of the premiers of this country have departed
from that principle, but Canadians will see that for what it is. They
depart from the principle but they then say that Ottawa must pay,
not them. It iseasy to cry crocodile tears and then say that someone
else should be responsible.

Mr. Maurice Vellacott (Wanuskewin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
provinces will be paying to the tune of $1.6 billion in addition to
that $300 million in the years ahead because of the fault of this
federal government.

Let us be very clear that it was the federal government that had
responsibility for regulating the blood supply. The provinces had
no statutory authority in this matter. It is irresponsible for this
Prime Minister to now blame the provinces. It is juvenile and petty
to use that kind of hostile rhetoric. Why does he not take seriously
the federal government’s obligation and show even a hint of prime
ministerial leadership by improving the package to hepatitis C
victims?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
if the hon. member is correct in what he is saying, why did the
provinces agree to be part of the March agreement and put $300
million on the table? If it is entirely the federal government’s fault,

then the provinces were certainly wrong themselves to be part of
the agreement.

If it isentirely the federal government’s responsibility, why ishe
asking the federal government to open discussions with the prov-
inces? The hon. member’s arguments ssimply do not add up.

* % *
[Translation]

TOKAMAK PROJECT

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Natural Resources.

In reply to a question which | asked a few weeks ago to his
colleague, the environment minister, the Minister of Natural
Resources said, and | quote ““ With respect to the need to expand in
terms of renewable energy, alternative sources of energy, co-gener-
ation projects and so forth, indeed those are very much a part of our
agenda to deal with climate change”.

Can the minister tell us if nuclear fusion is among these new
forms of renewable energy covered by what he refers to as *‘ our
agenda to deal with climate change”?

[English]

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Natural Resources and
Minister responsiblefor the Canadian Wheat Board, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, Canada is very fortunate to have a very broad mix of
energy sources and it is important that we use all of those sources
prudently and wisely.

® (1140)

Some of those sources are till in the ream of scientific
development. The one the hon. gentleman refersto is one of those.
There is certainly interest in that subject matter but it is one of a
very long term nature that does not seem to have a short term
payback in terms of dealing with issues like climate change, say in
the next five to ten years.

[Translation]

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, how
can the minister reconcile the nice principles that he is referring to
now and that he referred to afew weeks ago with his government’s
unjustifiable decision to cut its modest annual contribution of $7.2
million to the Tokamak project, in Varennes?

[English]

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Natural Resources and
Minister responsiblefor the Canadian Wheat Board, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the scientific activity the hon. gentleman refers to is
scientific activity that is perfectly legitimate and valid but has a
return period that is some 20, 30 or 40 years into the future.

In terms of dealing with the climate change issues we must deal
with in the next 5 to 10 years, obviously the timing horizon of 30
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or 40 years into the future is not particularly helpful. That is not,
though, to undermine or to demean the importance of fusion
research and it is a subject matter that may well—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Fraser Valley.

HEPATITISC

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, today the
provinces are getting together and are trying to develop some sort
of compensation package, or at least they are realizing that right
now in this country there are two two tiers of victims, pre-1986 and
post-1986. They realize there is something wrong with that kind of
package.

They aretrying in their own way to devel op another package that
could address the needs of all those victims.

Will the Prime Minister do the right thing today and meet with
those provincial counterparts, convene a meeting to seeif there is
some way we can look after the needs of all hepatitis C victims?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we
have an agreement with the provinces and | have heard no province
say it is abandoning that agreement.

The agreement calls on both levels of government to contribute a
sum of money to be offered to people who were harmed when it
could have been prevented.

Let us remember the basis of this. Money or damages or cash
payments are being offered to people who were harmed when it
could have been prevented. That iswhat is at issue here. For those
who were infected before when it could not have been prevented,
we are taking a different approach.

The Canadian people support that and | invite the member and
his colleagues to join with usin our ambitious agendato strengthen
medicare to provide—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Fraser Valley.

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
discredited health minister knowsthere were tests available prior to
1986. He knows Horace Krever has documented that in his study on
the issue.

Why does the Prime Minister not convene a national meeting of
premiers or health ministers and himself, show some leadership,
invite Horace Krever to talk about who is liable and when the tests
were available, and then develop a compensation package for all
hepatitis C victims? Do the steps, one, two, three and it will work.

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Justice Krever wrote four volumes of the report. If the member will
look at them he will see that it was clear that by early 1986 the

Oral Questions

governments and those responsible for the blood system should
have put tests in place and did not.

Canadians understand there is a difference between someone
who is harmed when we could have prevented it and someone who
faces a risk inherent in the clinical medical system. They aso
understand that if we offer cash to people who become ill just
because they become ill, we cannot go on.

Governments have taken the tough decision to make that distinc-
tion and do the right thing.

[Translation]

OLD AGE PENSIONS

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, on several occasions, | asked the Minister of Finance
questions on old age pensions. It would seem that, pressured by
many organizations, including the AFEAS, the minister has now
changed his mind. But we still do not know what he hasto propose.

When will the minister inform us of hisintentions so that present
and future retirees can stop worrying?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in the 1996 budget, the
minister announced changes to old age pensions, which provide
that every Canadian whose yearly incomeis over $40,000 will have
to pay more.

On Monday, the minister had discussions with groups of seniors
from across Canada. Discussions will continue, and he will take
their views into account.

® (1145)

YOUTHUNEMPLOYMENT

Mr. Roy Cullen (Etobicoke North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Secretary of State (Children and Youth).

There has been much talk about government measures to help
students who plan to go to university but a lot less about the
situation of those, and they are the majority, who do not and who
face a much higher unemployment rate than university graduates.

Could the secretary of state tell this House what concrete steps
the government has taken to help these young people?

[English]

Hon. Ethel Blondin-Andrew (Secretary of State (Children
and Youth), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this year alone our youth employ-
ment strategy is helping over 95,000 youth to get valuable work
experience to break the no experience, no work dilemma they
undergo.
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Under the strategy we are funding worthy projects, hundreds
of them, making the bridge between school to work for young
people. One great example of this is on May 14 the Minister of
Human Resources Development will attend, along with 750
students in Vancouver, the fifth national skills Canada competi-
tion. Seventy-five per cent of youth do not go on to university and
we need to encourage them—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Calgary Southeast.

HEPATITISC

Mr. Jason Kenney (Calgary Southeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
this brilliant Minister of Hedth has advised us there are four
volumes—

The Speaker: Order. What we have here is one member saying
this fellow is discredited, the other one is discredited, and we are
just going back and forth. | appeal to members to address one
another as hon. colleagues. | think that would help matters a bit for
al of us.

Mr. Jason Kenney: Mr. Speaker, this health minister who has
done so much research into the hepatitis C issue just advised us that
there were four volumes of the Krever report. The last time we
checked there were three volumes. | wonder if he has actually read
them, because the provinces certainly have.

This health minister told his caucus members, implied, to allow
themselves to be run roughshod over in the vote the other night, he
would open up this file again. Then he said it is closed. Now the
provinces have opened it up again.

This minister does not have a clue what is going on. Instead of
calling the provinces names, why does he not work with them to—

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, now
we see what the source of the problem is. The Reform Party has not
read the fourth volume of the report.

My point isthat it is a careful and detailed report which indeed |
have read. Mr. Justice Krever went through the history of this
whole matter, examined what happened and when. It was very clear
that from and after early 1986 those responsible for the system
should have acted. They did not. People were harmed. The
principle on which we are offering cash payments is not because
people became sick. We do not do that in this country. We cannot.
We are offering cash payments because there was fault.

Mr. Jason Kenney (Calgary Southeast, Ref.): Actualy, Mr.
Speaker, maybe he missed the fourth volume because that was the
one with the recommendation that every victim should be compen-
sated. That seems to be a section of the report the minister seemsto
be completely unaware of. The province are not now. The same

government which has accused the provinces of being cheap is the
government that cut health transfers by billions of dollars, which
has offloaded the medicare costs for hepatitis C victims on to the
provinces.

How dare this minister and government take shots at the
provinces which are doing their best to solve this problem. Why do
they not exercise co-operative federalism instead of attacking their
provincia partners?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member may not have read all the volumes of the Krever
report but we have read the Reform platform. That platform says
that if there is a Reform government it would scrap medicare. It
would scrap the Canada Health Act.

If the hon. member wants to point the finger on health care, he
had better point the finger back at his own party and his own leader
and get them to change their position against medicare before he
lectures anybody else.

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, for the
last month the government has been saying it is refusing to
compensate all hepatitis C victims as a matter of principle. Tommy
Douglas used to say that when they tell you it's not the money, it's
the principle, you know it's the money.

Every Canadian can see it is not a matter of principle or
precedent. It is the money.

If the minister will not reopen the deal with the provinces, will
he now negotiate a new supplementary deal for al the rest of the
hepatitis C victims?

® (1150)

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| ask the hon. member what principle was the Saskatchewan NDP
government of Roy Romanow following when it refused to have a
free vote on a motion in the Saskatchewan legislature and al the
members of the NDP in the legislature voted against changing the
existing deal? Was there no lack of principle there? | do not say
that, but he does.

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | think
Canadians deserve a better answer than that. | asked a legitimate
question.

Now we have learned from the auditor general that the govern-
ment has been fudging its books and hiding its money away from
hepatitis C victims.

We al know the money isthere. Why will the Minister of Health
not show some real leadership and some real political courage and
revisit the issue? If you will not open the old deal, negotiate—

The Speaker: Address your questions to the Chair, please.

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
hon. member does not express the view of his party in Saskatche-
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wan. His party, which forms the government in Saskatchewan,
stands with the federal government on the principle involved.

Tommy Douglas, called by many the father of medicare, would
surely be the first to say that medicare cannot be sustained if the
principle on which we are going to proceed isif a person becomes
ill they not only get treated, they get paid.

It is an important principle. Surely payment should be for those
where there is fault. That is the principle on which we have
proceeded.

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,
PC): Mr. Speaker, contrary to what the President of the Treasury
Board has said, the privacy commissioner and human resources
development have advised us that information concerning grant
applications to HRDC must remain confidential until both Quebec
and federal ministers approve them.

For example, how can the minister explain that on February 20,
1997, one month prior to the minister for manpower in Quebec's
approving the grant, Raglan Company received a visit from now
convicted criminal, Liberal fundraiser Pierre Corbeil to improperly
solicit funds?

How can the minister allow confidential information to be
abused in such a blatantly criminal manner?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsiblefor Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this
matter has been dealt with. It was amember of the government who
indicated these alegations to the RCMP. A full inquiry has been
made. All the facts were in front of the inquiry. One charge was put
forward and the person has pleaded guilty. That is the end of it.

Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,
PC): Mr. Speaker, | can assure the House the file is not closed and
perhaps we need more charges.

The President of the Treasury Board has someone in his office
who has breached public confidence and brought his minister and
the government into disrepute. To suggest otherwise is menda-
cious.

What steps has the minister taken to assure the Canadian—

The Speaker: | ask the hon. member to withdraw the word
mendacious and to put the question directly.

Mr. Peter MacKay: Mr. Speaker, | withdraw that word.
What steps has the minister taken to assure Canadians that his

office is no longer an information source for Liberal shakedown
artists like Pierre Corbeil ?

Oral Questions

The Speaker: The way the question is put is quite borderline. |
will permit the hon. minister to answer.

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if
the member has accusations like that, let him try to make them
outside and see what happens to him.

In this case the investigation has been done. Theinvestigation is
complete. All the facts were in front of the RCMP and the matter is
closed.

* Kk %

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mrs. Judi Longfield (Whitby—Ajax, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to turn the attention of the House to the very important
issue of human rights, an issue the Reform Party seldom if every
raises in the House.

| am very disturbed to hear of the reported rise of hate and bias
activity in British Columbia.

Can the secretary of state inform the House what initiatives she
and her department have taken to combat the promotion of hatred
and to prevent its growth in our communities?

Hon. Hedy Fry (Secretary of State (M ulticulturalism)(Status
of Women), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, since the government has come to
power we have strengthened, under Bill C-41, hate and bias crime
prevention, which the Reform Party voted against in the House.

We also happen to know that laws are not enough to stop hate
and bias crime, that we need to work and to educate and to promote
a society in which there is no room for hatred.

As a result my department’s multiculturalism program, which
again the Reform Party would cancel, is very important in working
with the schools, with municipalities and with communities to
educate and promote a society of intercultural understanding so
that there is absolutely no—

® (1155)

The Speaker: The hon. member for Crowfoot.

* Kk %

HEPATITISC

Mr. Jack Ramsay (Crowfoot, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, why will the
Prime Minister not ask Judge Krever to confirm the availability of
pre-1986 testing procedures for tainted blood and to determine the
number of hepatitis C victims involved in this issue? Why will he
not do it? Is the real reason because he is afraid the facts will
destroy the excuse for abandoning the hepatitis C victims? Is that
the rea reason?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first
of al, there is no question there were tests available before 1986.
Some American states had them, some parts of Europe aswell. The
judgment of those who know is that by January 1986 there was
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enough information that those responsible here in Canada should
have put the tests in place. Before that it was speculation, it was
uncertainty. January 1986 was the turning point.

On the numbers the member asked about, Mr. Justice Krever
accepted the analysis of Health Canada’s director of the laboratory
centre for disease control on the number of victims.

The Speaker: The hon. member for Charlesbourg.

[Translation]

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Mr. Richard Marceau (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, we
have learned that throughout the year a number of activities are
planned in celebration of the RCMP's 125th anniversary.

I would like the solicitor genera to tell us how much these
activities will cost and where the money is coming from.

Mr. Nick Discepola (Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor
General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am proud to inform the
House and the member, who refuses to accept this, that businesses
interested in contributing are holding fund-raising activities
throughout Canada, and that thousands of volunteers are raising
money in their community to celebrate an event that is very
important for Canada and for Quebec.

[English]

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, this
government is responsible in part for the crisis developing on
crown lands in New Brunswick. In the New Brunswick situation
what has this government done in response to the recommendations
of the roya commission on aborigina peoples that the federal
government work with the provinces and aborigina communities
to improve aboriginal access to forest resources on crown lands?

[Translation]

Mr. Bernard Patry (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Indian Affairsand Northern Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
think what this government has done in this regard should be
pointed out. Including the first nations in certain areas, such as
forestry in New Brunswick, is very important for them.

We are working with New Brunswick and with all provinces
across the country. | am very pleased to point out, with respect to

forestry, that the Government of New Brunswick has established a
round table with New Brunswick first nations.

[English]

HEPATITISC

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Health. There are two huge holesin
the minister's excuse not to compensate al hepatitis C victims.

First, the government was responsible for blood products prior to
1986 because it refused to allow blood users to bank their own
blood, thus forcing them to use untested blood.

Second, if the government has only so much money, so beit. We
still have an obligation—

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
member is entitled to his view but the facts as laid out by Mr.
Justice Krever makeit plainin our view that it was in the beginning
of 1986 that there was really a turning point.

That was the stage at which there was enough knowledge about
testing that those responsible for the system should have put the
tests in place. As a result, some 22,000 people were infected
between 1986 and 1990 when the tests were put in place. Asaresult
governments, provincial and federal, have offered cash payments.

The member goes beyond that and says all those who were sick
should be paid cash. Tommy Douglas—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Calgary Centre.

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, pro-
vincial health ministers are showing some leadership. They are
being sensitive to the needs of the tragic victims of hepatitis C and
are reviewing this issue. But what are they getting from across the
way? Insults and putdowns.

® (1200)

Now is the time for action. We are asking the Prime Minister to
show some real leadership on this issue. Will the Prime Minister
commit to joining with the leadership shown by the provincial
health ministers and come to the table to reopen the hep C file
which this minister has so heartlessly locked?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
hon. member demonstrates that he does not have any idea what
leadership is all about. He thinks leadership is the minister of
health for Ontario or Quebec saying to victims infected before
1986 ** Oh yes you should be compensated but we are not going to
do it, let Ottawa do it”. He thinks that is leadership.
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Leadership is having the courage to take a tough position on
a difficult issue as a matter of principle and to stand by it. If he
does not redlize it, that is exactly what this government is doing.

The Speaker: That would bring to a close our question period.

* Kk %

VACANCY

SHERBROOKE

The Speaker: Order, please. It is my duty to inform the House
that a vacancy has occurred in the representation. Mr. Charest,
member for the riding of Sherbrooke, resigned on May 1, 1998.
Pursuant to subsection 25(1)(b) of the Parliament of Canada Act, |
have addressed today my warrant to the Chief Electoral Officer for
the issue of awrit for the election of a member to fill this vacancy.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Peter Adams (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), | have the honour to table, in
both official languages, the government’s response to 8 petitions.

* k% *
[English]
COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Peter Adams (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have the honour to present the 31st report of the Standing Commit-
tee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding its order of reference
from the House of Commons of Thursday, February 26, 1998 in
relation to the main estimates for the fiscal year ending March 31,
1999 in regard to vote 5 under Parliament, House of Commons.
The committee reports the same.

* Kk %

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Peter Adams (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
following questions will be answered today: Questions Nos. 53, 63
and 64.

Routine Proceedings
[Text]

Question No. 53—Mr. Guy St-Julien:

Concerning the acquisition of a parcel of land for the RCMP in Amos, Quebec, in
1991: (a) when did the RCMP begin taking step in order to purchase theland; (b) with
whom did it deal; (c) where was the land located in relation to the courthouse and the
detention centre in Amos; (d) how long did the negotiations go on; (€) what was the
surface areaof theland to be used for the RCMP’s needs; (f) what was the approximate
purchase price of the land; (g) was this amount included in the budget and, if so, for
what year; and (h) what were the reasons the file was closed?

Hon. Andy Scott (Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Inso far
asthe Ministry of the Solicitor General of Canadais concerned, the
answers are as follows. Concerning the acquisition of a parcel of
land for the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, in Amos, Quebec, in
1991:

(a) The RCMP began planning to build a detachment in Amos
around September 1989. Steps to purchase land were initiated after
the funds required to purchase land had been approved, i.e., on
October 22, 1990.

(b) The RCMP only dealt with Public Works and Governmnent
Services Canada, PWGSC. PWGSC dealt with the onwer of the
land, Clair Foyer Inc.

(c) Theland was located on 3rd Street West which islocated just
south of the court house.

(d) The RCMP commissionned PWGSC to start looking for a
suitable piece of land in April 1991. Following this, the recommen-
dation to purchase the land was made on December 12, 1991. The
option to purchase was exercised on January 5, 1993, and the
purchase contract was signed on or around October 21, 1993.

(e) The surface area of the land was 3969 square metres (63 m x
63 m).

(f) The land was purchased for a sum of $77,201.00. If we take
thefee paid to PWGSC into account, the total cost of the land to the
RCMP was $92,000.

(g) Building a new detachment in Amos had been discussed
since 1989 and the purchase cost of the land was included in the
1992-1993 budget. The purchase of the Amos site was identified
under Vote 40 in the amount of $50,000 in fiscal years 1992/93 and
1993/94 of the main estimates. The actual expenditure was $92,000
in fiscal year 1993/94 and was paid out of the capital construction
program.

(h) The project to build a new detachment in Amos was put on
hold on December 14, 1993, and the construction file was closed on
September 1, 1994. Those decisions came as a result of the
following:

—On September 16, 1993, a message from the commissionner
announced that the RCMP had to cut its overall budget by some
$32.7 million during fiscal year 1994/95 and by an additional $36.9
million over the next three years.
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—On February 18, 1994, a letter was sent from the deputy
commissioners, criminal operations and corporate management to
the commanding officers asking them to start reviewing the
operation of their respective divisions for the purpose of streamlin-
ing and restructuring their resources.

—On March 4, 1994, the commanding officer, *‘C" Division,
Assistant Commissioner Mr. Thivierge, announced the creation of
a divisiona streamlining committee.

The divisional streamlining committee first met on April 13,
1994, and it was then decided to set up subcommittees which would
be each responsible to review some RCMP activities in Quebec.
One such subcommittee analysed the organization and restructur-
ing of the police function. On August 18, 1994, this subcommittee
submitted a report on the project to streamline “C” Division
RCMP detachments in the Abitibi region. This report contained
seven recommendations, which are summarized as follows: to
close down Amos and Va d Or detachments and to centralize
RCMP activities in Rouyn-Noranda; to relocate RCMP personnel
from Amos and Val d’ Or; not to staff the vacant position of NCO in
charge Amos detachment; to make sure that a 1-800 line be
available to Amos and Val d’Or residents; to check with PWGSC
that extra space be available on the first floor of Rouyn-Noranda
detachment; to sell the land purchased in Amos and to allocate part
of the funds set aside for the construction project in Amos
($874,000 in 1995/96) to fit out and renovate Rouyn-Noranda
detachment; to make sure that the civil authorities and clients
departments in Amos and Val d Or be sensitized accordingly.

Those recommendations were approved by the division execu-
tive committee as well as by headquarters, Ottawa, with the result
that the construction project in Amos was cancelled on September
1, 1994, as mentionned above.

On September 30, 1994, the commanding officer, *“C" Division,
and the officer commanding Montreal subdivision met the member
of parliament for Abitibi at the time, Mr. Bernard Deshaies, to
advise him of the RCMP’s intention to amalgamate its detachments
in the Abitibi. The latter approved of theinitiative. On October 14,
1994, Va d' Or mayor, Mr. Tétrault, was met. He expressed his
disapproval but, according to correspondence dated November 23,
1994, signed by Chief Superintendant G. Zaccardelli, then acting
Commanding Officer Mr. Tétrault understood that we had to cope
with budget restraint and had no choice but to streamline our
services.

On February 7 and 8, 1995, meetings were also held with the
mayors and chiefs of police of Amos and Va d' Or. According to
correspondence dated February 17, 1995, signed by Insp. P. Droz,
acting officer commanding, Montreal subdivision, those represen-
tatives unanimously denounced the choice of Rouyn-Noranda.
However, the mayor of Amos expressed hisinterest in an exchange
program between the RCMP and Amos police department.

The foregoing answer to part (h) of the question briefly summa-
rizes the studies made and steps taken in this file to meet budget
cuts.

Question No. 63—Mr. Guy St-Julien:

Regarding the construction of a new building for the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police in Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec: (a) when did the RCMP begin looking to buy a
lot; (b) with whom did the RCMP deal; (c) what lot size did the RCMP require; (d)
what was the purchase price of the land; (€) did the RCMP request public bids in
selecting land in Rouyn-Noranda; and (f) was the plan to purchase the land contained
in the budget forecasts and, if so, for what year?

Hon. Andy Scott (Soliciter General of Canada, Lib.): Inso far
asthe Ministry of the Solicitor General of Canadais concerned, the
answer is as follows.

(a) The Royal Canadian Mounted Police began planning to build
a detachment in Rouyn-Noranda in 1988-1989. Steps to purchase
land were initiated after the funds required to purchase land had
been approved, i.e. June, 1997.

(b) The RCMP dealt with Public works an Government Services,
PWGSC. PWGSC dealt with the owner of the land, which in this
case was the Rouyn-Noranda school board.

(c) The RCMP's initial requirements to PWGSC were for a lot
between 21,000 to 45,000 square feet. The surface area of the land
eventually purchased was 56,822 square feet (294ft x 174ft).

(d) Theland was purchased for asum of $179,557. If we take the
fee paid to PWGSC into account, the total cost of the land to the
RCMP was $205,000.

(e) No; a competitive process was held and a follow-up was put
in place by PWGSC who issued a request for public bids in June
1997. In July 1997, 6 bids had been selected and following a
comparative analysis, a fina site was selected in July 1997.

(f) Building a new detachment in Rouyn-Noranda had been
discussed since 1988 and the purchase cost of the land was
reflected in the “C"" Division budget in the 1997/98 RCMP capital
construction program. It was not reflected in the main estimates
because the project was being advanced.

Question No. 64—Mr. Guy St-Julien:

Regarding the construction of new buildings for the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police in Amos and Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec; (a) how much did these buildings cost
to build; and (b) were these costs contained in the budget forecasts and, if so, for
what year?

Hon. Andy Scott (Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Inso far
asthe Ministry of the Solicitor General of Canadais concerned, the
answer is as follows:
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(@) In the case of Amos detachment, the projected construction
cost was $924,000. In the case of Rouyn-Noranda, the projected
construction cost was $1.1 million.

(b) The construction costs for a new detachment in Amos were
included in the 1995/96 capital construction program budget as
well as the main estimates, at a total cost of $924,000 with
$374,000 to be spent in 1995/96.

[English]

QUESTIONS PASSED ASORDERSFOR RETURNS

Mr. Peter Adams (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if
Question No. 51 could be made an order for return, this return
would be tabled immediately.

TheDeputy Speaker: Isit agreed that Question No. 51 be made
an order for return?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
[Text]

Question No. 51—Mr. John Cummins;

With respect to aboriginal fishing activities in British Columbia during the period
from March 31, 1992, to November 30, 1997, with the exception of saimon and
herring fisheries: (a) which aboriginal groups received communal licences or other
authorization to fish excluding commercial fishing licences of the same type issued
to the all-canadian commercia fishing fleet in British Columbia; (b) what period did
each licence include; (c) what species did each licence include; (d) what quantity of
each species could be harvested under each licence; () what quantity of each species
was reported as harvested under each licence; (f) what evidence does the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) possess to conclude that these aboriginal groups have
an aboriginal right to harvest the species for which the licence was issued in the area
in which the fishing activities take place; (g) what evidence of pre-contact harvesting
of the species did the aboriginal groups provide to convince DFO such that they now
ought to be awarded an aboriginal licence; (h) were any coastal waters of British
Columbia closed either permanently or temporarily to fishing by other Canadians to
accommodeate these aboriginal fisheries; (i) if certain areas were closed, which areas,
for what period and to accommodate which aboriginal group fishing and for which
species; (j) what evidence does DFO possess to conclude that an area closure was
necessary to protect the claimed aboriginal fishing right; and (k) in the absence of a
proven aborigina right to fish, on what grounds or on what basis does DFO close
waters to fishing by Canadians other than those belonging to a designated aboriginal
group?

Return tabled.
[English]

Mr. Peter Adams. Mr. Speaker, | ask that the remaining
questions be alowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Government Orders

Mr. Eric Lowther: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order. | seek
the unanimous consent of the House to revert to the submission of
private members' bills.

® (1205)

The Deputy Speaker: Does the House give its unanimous
consent to revert to the introduction of private members' bills?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

* Kk %

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-397, an act to amend the Criminal Code (prostitu-
tion).

Hesaid: Mr. Speaker, this bill relates to offences of communicat-
ing for the purposes of prostitution to make it a dua or hybrid
offence. It would allow prosecutors the option to treat the offence
as either a summary or an indictable conviction.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

MI’KMAQ EDUCATION ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-30,
an act respecting the powers of the Mi’kmag of Nova Scotia in
relation to education, be read the second time and referred to a
committee.

The Deputy Speaker: When the House broke for question
period, the hon. member for Lakeland had five minutes and thirty
seconds remaining in his speech. | invite him now to resume the
floor.

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Lakeland, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am not
exactly sure where | was in my speech when the interruption took
place. | will begin by saying that with regard to this bill on
education, the Reform Party supports national standards for educa-
tion and apprenticeship across the country.

In abroader way, the Reform Party’s ultimate goa on aboriginal
mattersisthat all aboriginal people be full and equal participantsin
the Canadian citizenship, indistinguishable in law and treatment
from other Canadians. | want to clarify that just so thereis no doubt
about what we are saying.

By saying that the aboriginal people should be full and equal
participants and indistinguishable in law and treatment, we are not
saying that it means they should be indistinguishable in cultural,
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language, dress or character. That is not what we are saying at al. |
am clarifying this because | have had peopleinterpret it that way to
me.

| personally very much enjoy the culture of aboriginal people.
Over the last few months | have had ample opportunity to enjoy
that culture, the character and the formal ceremonial dress of the
aborigina peoples.

| want to end my presentation by asking the government four
questions in response to the bill. | will also make some comments
on the questions.

First, do the grassroots aboriginals on the reserves that are being
covered under this legidlation support the change that this legida
tion would make?

® (1210)

We aready know that only nine of the thirteen reserves that are
covered support the legislation. We have no idea whether the
grassroots people themselves on the nine that have supported it
support this legislation in any way. It is crucial that this be
determined before the bill continues. We know Phil Fontaine
supports the bill. We know that the chiefs and councils from the
nine reserves support the bill, but do the grassroots aboriginals? |
would like an answer to that question.

Second, $24 million will go into this fund to be managed by the
chiefs and councils. It has been said that there will be arequirement
for an independent auditor and some accounting for that spending.

Specifically my question is what level of accounting will be
required? In what detail? How will the auditor be chosen? Will the
Auditor General of Canada who after al is the final auditor on
federal spending have the final responsibility to check into the
spending of this money? This is critical.

In the aboriginal task force | set up, in the private presentations
and at the public meetings, and in the presentations made to the
questionnaire, the issue which came up more than any other issue
was that of accountability on the part of chiefs and councils to the
grassroots aboriginals. That question must be answered.

Third, if this deal is being made to help status Indians move
toward self-government, has this government determined in fact
that is what they want? It is an important question.

At the largest of the public meetings | had on this issue, there
were about 75 people. About 70 people were aboriginal and | would
think 40 of them were status Indians. Television cameras were
there. | asked how many would support self-government. Not one
hand went up. One woman stood up and said *“What do you mean
by self-government?’ | said that that was a very good question.
That question remains unanswered.

What exactly is self-government? Do grassroots aboriginas
support it? Certainly the people we have heard from do not. They
support no new level of control on the part of their governing
bodies until the time that they are assured that there will be real
accountability.

This fourth point is a comment. With regard to the quality of
education, the task force found, and it was expressed very clearly
and strongly, that better education is required. Better education is
the key to two things. It is the key to things becoming better on the
reserves. It is aso the key to giving those people who choose to
leave the reserves a fighting chance when they go. This was
expressed very clearly. That iswhy | need some assurance that this
change will provide a better quality of education. | really do not
feel that | have that assurance right now.

As we go through the rest of the process, through the amend-
ments to the bill at committee, at report stage and at third reading, |
ask the government to provide that assurance in a way that really
means something. | also ask that the government answer my
questions.

In closing, there are too many unanswered questions. | certainly
cannot support the bill asit is now, but | will look at what happens
over the rest of the process.

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grassands, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | do not wish to address the technical details of this hill.
This has been done by other members. My objections to the
legidation are more philosophical than technical.

| object because the bill in my eyes is a reflection of the
government’s agenda to create a system of benevolent apartheid,
velvet glove segregation enforced not by truncheons and attack
dogs but with chequebooks and devious dealings.

® (1215)

When the Prime Minister of Canada was the minister of Indian
affairs some 30 years ago, he knew better than to perpetuate the
system we have in this country today. In fact, he issued a white
paper which would have brought the native people holus bolusinto
Canadian society. Had he had his way at the time, the mgjority of
the problems the native communities are now facing in Canadaand
by extension the rest of us would not exist.

However, he was not a senior member of the government at that
time. He was beaten down by Prime Minister Trudeau. He was
beaten down by the Indian chiefs. Now apparently he no longer
recognizes the wisdom of his thoughts in those days. The Minister
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development is off and running on
the same track which this government has followed ever since it
was elected, which is to maintain segregation.

Let usbe clear that when wetalk about not segregating the native
people, wein the Reform Party are not saying that there should not
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be any cultura distinctiveness. Any group in society, if it has a
culture to protect and defend, should be able to so. What we object
to is administrative distinctiveness.

The southern United States used to refer to facilities, primarily
education facilities, being separate but equal. This was the line of
the Bull Connors type of person or, if we want to get someone a
little more civilized, George Wallace. Surely these are not the
models which we in Canada should follow in developing our socia

policy.

I would like to speak for a moment about what | think may be
one of the impetuses behind the establishment of a natives only
educational system. | would like to speak about the much maligned
residential schools. One should remember that at the time when
most natives, particularly in northwestern Canada, lived on the
land, these were the only available options for an academic
education for native children.

| used to work with anumber of young men who graduated from
the Fort Providence residential school. They had formally com-
pleted what was then referred to as agrade eight education. | would
say their general level of sophistication and general knowledge was
at least equal to that of the average contempory high school
graduate. Had it not been for the residential schools, the construc-
tion of the educational foundation on which to build native political
power would have been delayed by at least 20 or 30 years. Where
do members think the leaders came from who were able to
integrate themselves into the system—I use the word integrate
advisedly—and effectively they beat the caucasian migrants at
their own game?

| know some of these residential schools were tough. The one
that my friends went to was apparently tough. When they talked
about it, they did not talk about it in tones that would suggest they
had been devastated by it. They spoke about it in a rather jocular
fashion. In the days they were there al schools were tough. |
attended a school where corporal punishment was the norm. |
somehow survived. As has been admitted, there were perverts and
sadists in the system, as there are everywhere in society. There
were some terrible events. But that does not condemn the entire
system which by and large was run by dedicated, sensitive people
who really had the best interests of their students at heart.

® (1220)

In any event, with modern communication and modern trans-
portation there is now no need for residentia schools. If the
Mi’kmagq children were to ride school buses to universally accessi-
ble community schools there might be some cultural shock but
certainly much less than would be experienced by native peoplein
other parts of Canada. Segregated schools are unfortunately a
geographic and demographic necessity in some parts of the country
but certainly not in Nova Scotia.

Government Orders

Anyone who has been watching the events on television lately
the disputes over logging would certainly have been struck by the
down home Nova Scotia accents of some of the disputants. These
people are for al intents and purposes integrated into general
society. Thisgovernment is proposing what | would call apolicy of
dis-integration.

Many people would like to forget the band system in Canada,
which this new educational policy would help to perpetuate, was
the model for South Africa’s system of homelands. The designers
of that system actually studied our reserves at a time when our
domestic apartheid was not benign, asit istoday. They thought this
was wonderful and went home and did the same.

We still have the apartheid system. We still have the reserves.
Thank heavens they are now alittle more benign, but at what cost?
We have created this gigantic bureaucracy both in Ottawa and in
and about the reserves. We have a class of people known outside of
the Indian community as the Indian industry which comprises not
just bureaucrats but the chiefs, the bands, all the people in power,
the people who have their hands on the money and who will retain
their power, their influence, their trips, their meaningless meetings
and their good life as long a we continue to boost up the band
system. It isaclassic example of thistype of band boosterism when
we give people their very own schools apart from the rest of
society.

Therefore | cannot in conscience support this type of legislation.
Itiswrong to divide people. It iswrong to set up asystem wherewe
have a money elite with power bestowed by the federal govern-
ment, both economic and social power, who are in effect the
representatives, whether the people being represented like it or naot,
of the vast majority of rank and file natives who have no choicein
the matter.

This is the old colonia system. This is the way it was done in
colonial times. They set up aleadership system that would eagerly
collaborate with the senior governments. They gave them lots of
perks and privileges and through that they were able to maintain
permanent control, permanent separation, permanent economic
subjugation of the vast mass of the people alegedly being repre-
sented.

® (1225)

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to address Bill C-30, an act respecting the powers of the
Mi’kmaqg of Nova Scotia in relation to education.

It has been said by some that the Mi’kmaq should blend in with
the rest of society and become a part of the rest of the Canadian
society. | think interface was a word that was used.

History has recorded very well the results of the attempt to
assimilate and have first nations people blend in through the
residential school system which robbed them of their culture,
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history, dignity and heritage. It is time for a change, to face the
readlity of today’s situation.

This bill will be the first of its kind in transferring jurisdiction
for education to first nations communities. The royal commission
on aboriginal peoples argues strongly that education in al its
dimensions be placed under the control of aboriginal people.

On February 14, 1997 the chiefs of nine Nova Scotia bands
signed an agreement concerning jurisdiction for education. |
emphasize that the chiefs represent their communities. Bill C-30
would alow for the transfer to occur.

The chiefs of Eskasoni, Membertou, Chapel Island, Whycoco-
magh, Wagmatcook, Pictou Landing, Shubenacadie, Annapolis
Valley and Acadia signed the agreement to transfer jurisdiction for
education on reserve.

This development is not a new idea. Mi'kmaq have been
struggling to preserve and develop their education for a very long
time. Marie Battiste, a Mi'kmaq, stated as cultural curriculum
co-ordinator for the Eskasoni school board in 1992:

In Eskasoni we do have language instruction going on in the school. We do
provide cultura integration into the curriculum and we do a lot of things toward
cultural enhancement, enrichment and appreciation. And those have many kinds of
positive outcomes.

Throughout the royal commission hearings presenters told the
commission and wrote in their reports that education must in part
develop children and youth:

As aboriginal citizens, linguistically and culturally competent to assume the
responsibilities of their nations. Youth that emerge from school must be grounded in
astrong, positive aborigina identity. Consistent with aboriginal traditions, education
must develop the whole of the child, intellectually, spiritualy, emotionally and
physically.

| extend my congratulations and those of my caucus colleagues
to al those involved in the negotiations and discussions that have
brought us to this point.

The final agreement, signed less than three months ago, sets out
the powers, duties, functions and structures of the Mi’kmaq
Kina matnewey, or the Mi’kmag Education Corporation.

This agreement provides for the corporation to have the ability to
pass laws for primary, elementary and secondary education on
reserve for band members only. However, the Mi’ kmag under this
agreement are obligated to provide equivalent education for prima-
ry, elementary and secondary education to non-members. This
point will need to be discussed in committee because Mi’kmaq
must provide education to non-band members on the reserve under
this agreement but there is no capacity to cover Mi’kmag not on
reserve.

One of the highlights of the agreement is that an education
standard is transferable between the Mi’ kmaq nation and any other
education system in the country. If we are concerned about
addressing the interface and the reality of Canadian society, thisis
provided for in the bill.

® (1230)

Bill C-30will give effect to that final agreement. It is about time.
Since schools have been operated by religious missions for over
300 years much of the history of aboriginal formal education has
been about so-called educating the spirit, culture and being out of
aboriginal youth. One description given to the royal commission is
that it has been tantamount to beating the Indian out of the child.

While there are some people who would still advocate that today
by their policies and philosophies under the guise of mixing and
interfacing, it is important that aboriginal people maintain their
heritage, their identity and their culture.

Many schools were explicitly used to break down the transmis-
sion of culture, language, history and spirit from one generation to
the next. Mi’kmaq educator Marie Battiste said:

Cognitive imperiaism—is [the attempt to change] a whole way in which people
see things. | think it is important at this point to tell you a bit about the Mi’kmaq
language. It is a beautiful language. It has many, many ways of expressing things.
There are more ways to express things in Mi’kmag than there are in English and the
language is built around relationships—

The language is the cement and the bonds. It provides the moral communion, if
you will, of the community. And when we begin to take that language away from the
people, when we tear the people away from the very rudiments of that language in
terms of the relationships of people to each other, the relationship to their universe,
their relationships to the animals and the plants, we teke away their
interconnectedness and we leave them empty, lost and alone. This is a tremendous
loss the people feel—

This bill, thanks to the resolve and creativity of the Mi’kmaq
leaders, setsto change the course of education in a significant way.

One of the recommendations of the royal commission report
cals for:

—federal, provincia and territorial governments to collaborate with Aboriginal
governments, organi zationsor educational authorities, asappropriate, to support the
development of Aboriginally controlled education systems by introducing,
adapting or ensuring the flexible application of legislation to facilitate self-starting
initiatives by Aboriginal nations and their communities in the field of education.

This bill is a significant first step in that direction. | know my
colleague, the hon. member for Bras d'Or, recently spoke with
Chief Lindsay Marshall from Chapel Island about these issues, as
did I. | am sure the member for Bras d' Or is proud that this history
is being made in her riding.
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Just before | conclude my remarks | would like to add a personal
note with respect to the value of education for al peoples.

My father had probably less than grade six formal education and
my mother had about grade nine formal education, but those two
people were very well educated, much more educated perhaps than
people who had gone through university. They were very wise in
their years. They were self-educated and self-taught.

It was due to circumstances beyond their control that they were
unable to complete their education in a formal sense. My father's
father died when he was quite young and he had to take charge of
trying to help support his family. My mother came from a larger
family and had to, because of economic circumstances, take part in
trying to help support her family.

The one thing that was of great significance to me as a young
person growing up in that family setting was the importance that
my mother and father stressed upon education. | can remember my
father saying to me * Son, never let any man or any person put you
down because of the colour of your skin. Get your education.
Pursue education, be proud of who you are and what you are, and
work hard to become educated so you can compete in this world” .
It is because of those words of encouragement and support that |
am here today and | am the person | am.

This was not an attempt to mix or interface with the rest of
society. Thiswas being proud of who you are based upon your own
personal being, your own values and the mores and the values that
came as a part of the family in which | grew up.

Many aboriginal people did not have that opportunity. They were
torn away from their families, from their homes and from that kind
of support. They did not have that advice because they were taken
away from their mothers and fathers who cared for them in the
same way as my mother and father cared for me.

® (1235)

I can recall my mother and father going to school meetings,
discussing our progress with the teachers of the day and taking
great pride in our report cards. Many aboriginal children did not
have that opportunity because they were torn away from their
culture. They did not have the opportunity to discuss their progress
with their elders and the people within their community who meant
so much to them and who could have provided the kind of support
which | received.

When we talk about moving in the direction of giving aboriginal
people control over their own affairs, | feel it istime thiswasdone.
We know the message that history has given us of non-aborigina
people trying to take control of aboriginal people’s lives. So many
people are afraid to move to something different and allow people
to change.

Government Orders

| would urge very strongly that every member of this House give
serious thought to the principle that is involved in this bill and not
the technicalities about how much money is going to be involved
and how the taxpayer is going to be involved. Those areincidentals
that can be worked out in a different forum. It is the principle and
the heart of the bill which areimportant. The bill will enable people
to take charge of their own lives. They will be able to do the kinds
of things they should be able to do. They will once again have pride
intheir heritage. They will have control over their own destiny and
their own affairs. There is nothing for people to fear about that
concept.

| say to all members that we should think seriously about this bill
and lend it the support it has been given by the aboriginal
communities and by the province of Nova Scotia, which have
signed this agreement with the federal government. We should
move forward so that every aboriginal person may take their
rightful place in Canadian society.

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grassands, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to compliment the member for St. John's East
on his presentation. To me the member is representative of the very
philosophy which | was trying to espouse in my speech. In other
words, here is a man who has succeeded. He was encouraged and
helped by his family, but he went out and did what had to be done
within general society and has finally arrived here as a member of
the Parliament of Canada.

| would ask the hon. member if he attended a segregated school
when he was on hisway up. If he did attend such an institution, did
he think that was a good idea?

Mr. Gordon Earle: Mr. Speaker, | would applaud you for
referring to my riding correctly as Halifax West. It is not St. John's
East, as my hon. colleague has indicated. One of the problems in
our society is that quite often we do not get things straight.

In response to the question, | would like to comment first upon
my hon. colleague’s remarks about the general society. Part of the
problem is that many times we do not recognize that aboriginal
people are a part of the general society.

By that very terminology we are excluding aboriginal people.
We areisolating and doing the very thing that he istrying to purport
he is not doing, which is segregating and separating.

Aboriginal people are a part of the general society. It isjust that
they have not been afforded within that context the opportunities
that have been afforded to other people. One of those opportunities
should be to allow people to have their own culture, heritage and
form of education. There is nothing wrong with that.

There are many systems of education today which are quite
different. There is no one common system for Canadian society.
There are public schools and private schools. There distance
education via computers. Thereis home schooling. Are people who
teach their children at home less a part of the general Canadian
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society than someone who sends their children to the public
system?

Why would someone who is pursuing education within the
confines of the Mi’kmagq community be any different from some-
one who is pursuing a home education course?

We must be careful not to apply our standards to other people
and feel that because their standards do not apply or conform with
our standards that they are not a part of the general society.

® (1240)

In so far as my own schooling goes, | grew up in the north end of
Halifax. The school | attended had people from various races and
that in itself does not necessarily support the member’s contention
that | would have done any better or any worse.

What made me do well, and | emphasized this during my speech,
was the support | received within the confines of my home
environment, which can be accomplished by aboriginal people in
the confines of their home environment within the context of
self-education controlled by the Mi’ kmag community. The two do
not conflict.

| fail to see the point the hon. member is getting at. | feel it is
very important that this bill be supported and | stand on that.

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to speak to Bill C-30, an act respecting the powers of the
Mi’kmaqg of Nova Scotia in relation to education.

Bill C-30 is a historic piece of legidation that will provide the
Mi’kmag communities in Nova Scotia with jurisdiction over
education on reserve. This will be the first piece of legidation
transferring jurisdiction over education to first nations and it will
set a precedent across Canada.

Education is a provincial matter, but the federal government is
responsible for programs and services for aboriginals living on
reserve. As such, the federal government, the provincial govern-
ment and the Mi’ kmag first nations worked together to bring about
this legidation.

To give alittle history and background to thislegislation | would
like to point out that the process which led to Bill C-30 began in
1991. At that time the Mi'kmag first nations in Nova Scotia,
namely a group of band chiefs and concerned citizens, approached
the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
requesting control over education.

This led to the signing of a framework agreement in 1992
between the federal government and the 13 Mi’kmaq first nations
in Nova Scotia. These first nations are: Acadia, Annapolis Valley,
Bear River, Chapel Island, Eskasoni, Horton, Membertou, Mill-

brook, Pictou Landing, Shubenacadie, Wagmatcook and Whycoco-
magh.

Following the signing of the framework agreement meetings
were held between the federal government and the Nova Scotia
chiefs and culminated with the signing of a politica accord in
November 1994. This accord began negotiations for the transfer of
jurisdiction over education.

A process of consultation with band councils preceded this event
and consultations were conducted with the Mi’ kmag people and the
genera public to apprise them of the current state of negotiations
and the extent of jurisdictional control requested by the Mi’kmaq
first nations.

My point here is that we have had seven years of negotiations
and discussion on this bill already. It has been in the public eye for
seven years. This is not the first time the public has heard of it.
Parliamentarians should not think that all of a sudden thereis some
type of conspiracy going on which will threaten education on
native reserves across Canada. Thisisapiece of legislation that has
been discussed prior to today, which will hopefully be enacted after
this discussion today.

The corporation, known as Mi’ kmag Education, was established
to help with the anticipated transfer of jurisdiction to the Mi’kmag
communities. Mi’kmaq Education’s purpose is to facilitate and
support the Mi’kmag communities in the setting of objectives to
ensure a program and structure is in place to deal with the
administrative requirements associated with such a transfer.

Mi’kmaq Education established by the 13 Mi’kmaq first nations
hired three Mi’kmag people to consult with the Mi’kmag commu-
nity members and the general public. These consultations were
carried out in a number of ways, including newsletters and
information booths, in an effort to reach as many people as
possible.

As well, the team met with Nova Scotia first nations schools,
Nova Scotia universities and the Nova Scotia School Board
Association. The team visited each community twice, meeting with
both the band council and community and business members. This
led to the negotiation of an agreement in principle which was
signed on May 3, 1996.

Thefinal process at the community level was conducted through
the signing of band council resolutions which demonstrated that
each band council had the support of its community and there was
support for the chief to sign the final agreement on their behalf.

However, no referendum was conducted to determine communi-
ty support and the Millbrook first nation later raised this as a point
of contention.
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Nine of the Mi’kmaq first nations signed the final agreement on
February 14, 1997. The four that did not sign, Afton, Bear River,
Horton and Millbrook, did not feel they had informed consent from
their respective communities. However, clause 12 of the legislation
allows these bandsto join the process at alater date if they have the
support of the band council to sign the agreement. The governor in
council may then add the name of any Mi’'kmag first nation in
Nova Scotia, thus granting the band jurisdiction over education.

The reverse may aso occur. If the band council authorizes the
withdrawal of the first nation from the agreement, the governor in
council may do so. Both these procedures would be effective as of
April 1 the following year.

It isimportant to note that the act allows for bands that have not
signed on to this agreement to come into it. It also allows for bands
that have signed on to the agreement and that may later see it does
not suit their purposes to leave the agreement. It encompasses all
Mi’kmaq first nations.

Four of the thirteen first nationsin Nova Scotia did not sign the
final agreement for various reasons. Horton first nation consists of
a small number of Mi’kmag, most of whom live off reserve. The
advantage of the legidation is therefore minimal for this group.
Two of the others, Afton and Bear River, till have questions
regarding the process and are content to wait and see how the
legidation progresses and how successful the program is. It is
expected that they will join at alater time which the process allows
for.

Millbrook was looking for legislation that would establish an
inherent right process. While Bill C-30 isa step in that direction it
does not go that far toward self-government since this remains a
delegated jurisdiction. Chief Lawrence Paul of the Millbrook first
nation expressed concerns over the funding arrangements support-
ing this legidation. Chief Paul felt the funding should be guaran-
teed for a period greater than five years agreed on by the federal
government.

Twenty-seven Mi’kmaq first nations currently exist in Canada.
They are located in four of the Atlantic provinces and in Quebec.
Thirteen of these bands arein Nova Scotia. They are situated across
the province. They have along history and a strong culture. There
are approximately 9,000 Mi’kmaq in Nova Scotia, with 6,200
living on reserve. There are 2,200 Mi'kmaq students in Nova
Scotia with this number split evenly between those living on and
off reserve. Half the on reserve students go to public schools off
reserve. Thislegislation does not provide the Mi’ kmag with greater
powers or control over schools that are not on reserve.

Mi’kmaq culture historically relied heavily on story telling as a
means of entertainment and communication. It incorporated songs
and dances into these stories which were a means of passing on
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Mi’kmaqg history. It is a goal of Mi’kmaqg education to preserve
Mi’kmag culture and traditions. Giving control of education to
Mi’kmag communities ensures this is possible. The goal of Mi’k-
maq education is to incorporate traditional languages and cultures
back into the school system. This was one of the reasons the 13
Mi’kmaq first nations requested the federal government to transfer
jurisdiction to their Mi’kmag communities in 1991.

This legislation covers elementary and secondary jurisdictions
and the alocation of funding for post-secondary education. Thus
first nations will have control over what is taught to their students
but they will have to ensure the education is equal to that of other
students in Nova Scotia and that it meets university entrance
requirements.

Without this legislation, the Mi’kmag have no opportunity to
make laws for education on reserve. The Indian Act gives the
federal government this authority. Bill C-30 repeals sections 114 to
140 of the act and delegates jurisdiction to the Mi’kmag. This will
force the Mi'kmaq to develop structures to properly manage
education and to make laws in line with standards set out in a
constitution. Each community will first have to develop a constitu-
tion before it makes up its laws.

This legidation should increase accountability for the Mi’kmaq
with regard to their education system. Currently band councils are
not accountable to members. Instead they report to the federa
government. Bill C-30 will increase community involvement, and
accountability will improve through the preparation of financial
statements and the annual report.

® (1250)

There are some detractors to this important piece of legisation
but if we read the legidation thoroughly and carefully, which |
would encourage all hon. members to do, thisis a very precedent
setting piece of legidation and increases accountability. It does not
diffuse accountability.

Mi’kmag communities recognize there will be challenges ahead
such as the construction of schools on reserves, in particular for
those bands outside Cape Breton. Moreover, there are challenges of
finding Mi’kmag who can teach students their own language and
there are challenges of maintaining standards as required to meet
both school board and university requirements.

Most first nations in Nova Scotia seem to be happy with the
proposed legislation and feel thisis a step in the right direction not
only toward self-government but to improving the education their
students receive.

When | spoke with a number of bands affected they stated they
were pleased to be getting control over education. While they
expect some hurdles along the way ultimately this is seen as a
positive move.
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This legidation also has its critics within the Mi’ kmag commu-
nity but the legidation is designed and written to encompass those
critics and to give them the opportunity to have their say and also
to perhaps make changes in the legidation.

Bill C-30 would be a stepping stone for other first nations across
Canada to begin taking an active role in educating their own
people. Taking an active role would mean that the 53% of natives
living on reserve under age 25 would have some say in their
education process. Thisis an area of great importance to the first
nations and its students. First nations want to ensure their traditions
and heritage continue while the young people want and need an
education that will prepare them for the future.

First nations in Manitoba and Ontario are looking at the process
but because of different treaties they will have to tailor it to meet
their own needs and circumstances. Furthermore, this is a move
toward self-government, something my party has and continues to
support as a means of improving economic development for
aborigina peoples.

Thisis ahistoric piece of legislation. The Mi'kmaq first nations
in Nova Scotia have requested and are prepared to administer it and
| am pleased to support it at this stage.

| look forward to examining it in greater detail as the process
continues in committee.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[English]
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Mr. Peter Adams (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
there has been consultation among the parties and | think you will
find there is unanimous consent for the following motion. | move:

That the members of the Standing Committee on Citizenship and Immigration

and the necessary staff be authorized to travel to Toronto on May 7, 1998, in order to
visit a Toronto refugee detention centre.

(Motion agreed to)

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

MI"'KMAQ EDUCATION ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-30,
an act respecting the powers of the Mi’kmag of Nova Scotia in

relation to education, be read the second time and referred to a
committee.

The Deputy Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. members: Question.

The Deputy Speaker: The question is on the motion. Is it the
pleasure to adopt the motion?

Agreed.
Some hon. members. No.

The Deputy Speaker:
please say yea

Some hon. members:

The Deputy Speaker:

Some hon. members:

The Deputy Speaker:

And more than five members having risen:

The Deputy Speaker: Pursuant to Standing Order 45, the
division stands deferred until Monday, May 4, 1998 at the ordinary
hour of daily adjournment.

Some hon. members:

All those in favour of the motion will

Yea

All those opposed will please say nay.
Nay.

In my opinion the yeas have it.

® (1255)

Mr. Peter Adams: Mr. Speaker, | suggest that we further defer
the vote to Tuesday evening at the conclusion of the time provided
for Government Orders.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

Mr. Peter Adams. Mr. Speaker, | also suggest that the House
see the clock as 1.30 p.m. and proceed to Private Members
Business.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]
CRIMINAL CODE

Ms. Albina Guarnieri (Mississauga East, Lib.) moved that
Bill C-251, an act to amend the Criminal Code and the Corrections
and Conditional Release Act (cumulative sentences), be read the
second time and referred to a committee.

She said: Mr. Speaker, volume discounts for rapists and murder-
ers, that is the law in Canada today. It is caled concurrent
sentencing. It means that serial predators can serve penalties for
multiple crimes at the same time and be out on the street in only a
fraction of the total sentencing.
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Concurrent sentencing cheapens life. The lives of individua
victims are erased from the sentencing equation. The suffering, the
pain and the death of the second, third or eleventh victim is of no
consequence to the courts. The minimum penalty always applies
for even the most prolific killers.

For the third timein two years| am presenting abill which offers
parliament the opportunity to correct one of the justice system'’s
most jagged obscenities. My bill, now called Bill C-251, asks that
Canada stop giving volume discounts to its rapists and murderers
through concurrent sentencing.

On this third attempt my bill has finally been deemed votable
and for that | extend my heartfelt thanks to the 166 members of the
House from al parties who lent their names in that cause. Their
support will give all members the opportunity to weigh the
arguments and determine whether consecutive sentencing will
bring our justice system a little closer to justice.

The current penalties for murder were imposed over 20 years
ago. Yet | can find no record of any minister or member of
Parliament for that matter who spoke in the House in favour of
concurrent sentencing for Canada's most vicious criminals. As near
as | can tell, it was never discussed and certainly never available
for public debate.

| believe it istime for the people’s representatives in parliament
to determine whether seria killers and rapists deserve special
leniency they are currently afforded under the law and by our
courts.

Bill C-251 has as its purpose three simple objectives, to reduce
our inhumanity to the families of victims, to restore some truth in
sentencing and to stop gambling away lives on the chance that a
multiple murderer or serial predator will not attack again. It seeks
to achieve these ends not by increasing the penalty for any one
crime but by ensuring that these penalties have meaning by being
served consecutively.

We do not have concurrent sentencing for parking tickets. If one
parks illegally 10 times, one pays 10 tickets. One does not get a
volume discount.

® (1300)

My bill seeks the same proportionality for the most serious and
vicious crimes committed against Canadians. | believe very smply
that justice is about proportional penalties, about relief for victims
and about protecting the safety of citizens. Clearly, concurrent
sentencing runs counter to each of these principles.

In the five years that | have been working on this issue, | have
seen the human consequences of the current legal framework which
is indifferent to the crimes committed against the second, the third
or the eleventh victim of a serial predator.

| have talked to the families of victims and to victims them-
selves, some of whom never had their case prosecuted because the
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crown determined that any additional sentence would only be
washed away by concurrent sentencing. Many of these victims
have mustered the courage and drawn purpose from their personal
horror by trying to change the system which treated them with such
calous indifference. They journey here to Ottawa thinking that
MPs, that parliament, will listen and spare future victims.

In the summer of 1996, not just one but two multiple murderers
were free on parole in Mississauga. Concurrent sentencing had
given these repeat killers volume discounts for their crimes.

For John Lyman Kehoe, the second child he murdered did not
affect his sentence so he was free to create yet a third victim. On
July 2, 1996, Kehoe and another paroled multiple murderer am-
bushed areal estate agent by the name of Wendy Carroll, slashed
her throat and left her for dead. She survived, but no thanks to the
justice system or the parole board which opened the cages of her
assailants.

Wendy Carroll’s life was nearly erased because our sentencing
system erases victims. Had John Kehoe served a second consecu-
tive term of parole ineligibility for the second child he murdered,
he would not have been free to prey on Wendy Carroll or anyone
else. Wendy Carroll wrote to me, after narrowly surviving these
predators. She wrote:

For some reason our politicians have decided to grant rights to violent criminals
who have taken every right away from their victims. What are they thinking? How
many people must endure the horrific and extremely painful experience | did in

fighting criminals like these for my life? How many more innocent people must die
before parliament decides to make some changes?

Wendy Carroll cannot understand how two predators who had
been convicted of killing four people between them could have
been set free to attack again.

Albert Einstein once noted that *‘the world is a dangerous place
to live in, not because of those who do evil, but because of those
who let them do it”.

In this case, the cages were flung open by volume discounts
applied to their sentences which disregarded all but the first victim
and left two predators eligible for parole in half the time. Of course
the National Parole Board proved to be no barrier between predator

and prey.

Bill C-251 does not ask the parole board to be any less
irresponsible. It does not increase the penalty for any crime. What
it asksisthat penalties that currently apply to each murder or rape
conviction be served and not be written off as part of abulk rate for
carnage.

The consecutive sentencing approach proposed by my bill is an
uncomplicated attempt to restore a degree of truth in sentencing. It
recognizes that each sentence applies to a specific crime, an
individual victim, a persona horror. It insists that the price for
murder must not be marked down.

Last summer | had occasion to witness the obscene spectacle of
Clifford Olson’s 745 hearing. His remarks reinforced my resolve
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to continue to resubmit this bill until the issue was dealt with by
this parliament. Olson read out a letter from his lawyer advising
him to admit to al his murders at once. This way, the lawyer
indicated, Olson could take full advantage of concurrent sentenc-
ing. Olson mocked in the court ** They can't do nothing. They can
only give me a concurrent sentence’”.

® (1305)

Today we have to answer why Olson and other predators should
only be given a concurrent sentence, and why our justice system
should continue to offer a bulk rate for brutality.

The only persons negatively affected by my bill are future serial
killers and serid rapists. Thisis not a bill that affects shoplifters,
tax evaders, drug deders, vandals, or petty thieves. Concurrent
sentencing will still be available to al but our most vicious
criminals.

| ask members of this House to place their compassion where it
is deserved. There is no compassion in inflicting a lifetime of
parole hearings on a family aready destroyed by a serial killer.

Just two weeks ago | was visited by a father in my own riding
who begins each and every year by going to a parole hearing to
prevent the murderer of his 11-year old daughter from getting back
on the streets. He owes it to his daughter to keep going because he
knows that without his intervention the parole board would release
her killer on to other victims. This father suffers from legisation
that is focused on the welfare of killers rather than compassion for
victims.

In the debates over the past two years | have heard no compelling
arguments being offered by those who support volume discounts
for serial predators.

In Hansard members will find it argued that we have too many
peoplein jail and that we have to double bunk a quarter of al the
inmates. | am not kidding. This was raised in this place just last
year as areason to give seria killers early release. | would hate to
tell Wendy Carroll that she was nearly killed by two paroled
multiple murderers just to increase the percentage of single cells.
That sadly is what has been argued in this House.

It was aso argued that we cannot have consecutive life sen-
tences. Canadians are gradually catching on to the deception of life
imprisonment. Half of all those convicted of second degree murder
and sentenced to life are released after less than 12 years. Denis
Lortie, who machine gunned three people to death, was released
after serving only 11 years, about three and a half years of lost
freedom for each person he murdered. That is the bargain basement
price of life in our courts and under our parole system.

Sickeningly, Denis Lortie was not an exception. He was repre-
sentative of the fact that the only meaningful part of his sentenceis

the period of parole indligibility. The rest of the sentenceisjust an
option, an option our system allows to revictimize the parents or
the relatives of the victims. It potentialy forces them to join
countless other victimsin having to dredge up gruesome memories
just to provide impact statements and petitions to keep the cages
closed. But the quality of mercy is not strained.

It has been argued in this House that concurrent sentences
*“counter any need to reduce sentencing dispositions for individual
offencesin order to achieve an overall just result”. It isnever ajust
result to reduce a sentence for rape or murder just because the
victim was not the only victim of the predator involved.

It is worse yet for the courts to mask the fact that they do
discount sentences in precisely that way time and time again
through concurrent sentencing. There is no more justification for
disguising a volume discount than there is for giving one.

The courts should not be able to placate victims by hiding the
ugly truth behind their decisions. They should have to impose
consecutive sentences when the crimes are as devastating as
murder and sexual assault.

The argument has also been made in this House to suggest that
we give volume discounts for rapists and murderers so that we can
be different from the United States. | quote ““1 question whether we
want to follow the American example of building more prisons”.
This is the kind of hyperbole and exaggeration that protects an
utterly flawed system with respect to Canada's most dangerous
offenders.

| think the most efficient use of our prisons is to keep those
predators who have killed or have sexually assaulted multiple
victims securely away from future victims. If spacein prison needs
to be found, more creative forms of punishment and rehabilitation
should be found for non-violent offenders guilty of property or
commercia offences.

® (1310)

When it comesto serial predators, public safety must be our first
concern. We know that each convicted serial predator is capable of
more horrific crimes. Their actions have identified them as a
permanent threat to society. To ignore that threat is to negligently
endanger innocent lives.

A corrections research and development study from the Depart-
ment of the Solicitor General showed that released child molesters
who targeted boys had a 77% recidivism rate. That means for every
100 of these child molesters released, at least 77 more children are
victimized. If achildren’s toy had that record, it would be banned.

The National Parole Board considers its record, its annua
slaughter to be a success story. | have heard it argued that the
National Parole Board is fit to decide what predators should be
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released, but the fact that the average murderer can get full parole
within two years of eligibility illustrates that our parole system has
lost its balance.

The Olson hearing proved to everyone who witnessed it that
absolutely any predator can appear with a corrections worker who
will attest to his good character and press the parole board for
release. | was amazed when the corrections worker responsible for
Clifford Olson testified in court as an Olson witness and talked of
how he was more concerned with Olson’s safety than he was his
own, and how he relied on Olson to keep him informed on current
events.

This Corrections Canada employee was even a member of the
prison program planning board. He told the court that Olson was a
diligent worker who did agood job. Addressing Olson directly, the
same corrections worker said “‘Most of our interactions were done
in an open room sitting side by side at atable. | never saw you asa
threat to me. My main concern was more for your safety than for
my own’’. He went on *‘| am sure everyone is well aware that you
are considered a jailhouse lawyer. They consulted you for advice.
You gave them advice. You hel ped them prepare documents and by
the peer group, you were well thought of .

The corrections worker added later ““1 always found you very
interesting to work with as amatter of fact, for several reasons. One
isyou arewell read. Because | livein arura part of Saskatchewan,
| do not have television facilities and you had several channels on
television. You kept me informed of what was going on’.

If Clifford Olson can get such an endorsement from Corrections
Canada, every other murderer must deserve the Lady Byng trophy.
That experience was a demonstration of the distorted picture parole
boards must be given on aregular basis. If Clifford Olson can find
champions among corrections personnel, so can any criminal.

Some time ago | watched a television debate where one of the
commentators suggested that consecutive sentencing for Clifford
Olson, which would amount to genuine life imprisonment, would
amount to nothing more than revenge. This sort of hyperbole is
common in the predator protection industry. Life imprisonment is
not some form of revenge.

If the families of the Olson victims were to hack him to death
with arusty axe, that would be revenge. Sentencing Olson tolifein
prison where he can educate corrections workers on current events
is not revenge but very civilized and measured justice in response
to a series of vicious crimes.

It has always been the tactic of those who earn their living
defending predators to accuse anyone who opposes the early
release of serial predators of being emotional, vengeful and of
giving in to their primitive instincts. They think instead it is
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somehow superior to test their pompous theories by releasing
known serial predators on to an unsuspecting public.

By far, the most distasteful argument | have heard in the defence
of the status quo also had the most impact. When | first brought this
bill to the House, one of its chief opponents told me that he could
not support my bill because he did not want to create a victims
industry. That is right. He did not want public policy to result in a
victim's industry that would continuously challenge established
legal practices. In short, he wanted to preserve the silence of the
lambs.

® (1315)

Instead it is the predator protection industry that is supported. It
is that industry that thrives on the endless parole process that
annually threatens to unleash the chained savagery of predators,
consuming untold tax dollars while dismembering the future of
victims.

L et me summarize the arguments to defend volume discounts for
rapists and murderers. They say we need concurrent sentencing
because we do not want to double bunk predators. We do not want
to revea the fact that the courts are discounting sentences for
individua crimes. We want to be different from the United States.
We do not want to be emotional. Most importantly, we do not want
to create a victim's industry.

That is al | have heard in the past two years to defend a system
that cheapens life, revictimizes the families of the dead and
recklessly exposes every Canadian to unnecessary risk from re-
leased predators.

| am asking members of this House to reach beyond the grasp of
alegal system that not only fails victims but failsusall. | ask them
to smooth the barbed face of Canadian justice and alow victims to
find justice in our laws. | ask them to defy the predator protection
industry by ending volume discounts for rapists and murderers.

Mr. Jack Ramsay (Crowfoot, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | want to
thank my colleague from Mississauga East who has just spoken,
not only for bringing forward this bill for a second time, but for the
words she has given this House to consider aswell as all Canadians
who are struggling to understand why we have ajustice system that
allows this kind of thing to go on and on.

Surely it isfair and just that we take alook at what our courtsare
doing in terms of sentencing individuals like the Clifford Olsons of
this country to terms of imprisonment that are in fact a bargain
price for criminality.

| risein support of this private member’s bill. Thisisagood bill.
It was agood bill when it was introduced last parliament as private
member’s Bill C-321, a bill that may have been law today if our
Liberal colleagues had deemed it votable.

In 1993 the Liberals campaigned on a promise to give back-
benchers more weight in this government through added private
members bills. For those members new to this House, in the last
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parliament the member for Mississauga East accused the Liberal
dominated, four-member committee that determines which private
members' bills will be votable of short-circuiting controversia
bills.

The Mississauga East MP, and | hope she does not mind me
quoting her comments since they are on the record, said:

We supposedly have open government, but we have secret committees and I'd
guarantee that no member of that committee would oppose the bill openly. They
were just encouraged in secret. I’'m not suggesting it's a kangaroo court; it's more
like a cockroach court. You can’t see them at work and they run.

In 1996 the hon. member was also quoted in the Hill Times as
saying:

If 1 had a bill on lawn care, | bet I'd have success in getting it through the
committee—. If | had a bill that offered better treatment for criminals it would race
through the place in aweek, but if you have abill that wants to side with the victims
or correct an obscene injustice in our system you can expect resistance and many
years of effort and debate.

The member made these comments in reference to her private
member’s bill on consecutive sentencing, Bill C-321, which was
rejected by her colleagues.

| commend the member for having the fortitude to once again
bring this most important bill forward.

Harsher comments appeared in the Hill Times in reference to
private members' business. These words, which | would like to
reiterate, were from Debbie Mahaffy, the mother of murder victim
Ledie Mahaffy. Mrs. Mahaffy said:

| am disgusted but not surprised by the heartless comments on the issue of
consecutive sentencing that came out of the flapping mouths of government Liberal
members as reported in your paper on November 11, ‘“MPs Slag Private Members
Business.”
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Mrs. Mahaffy went on to state:

—the Secretary of State for the Status of Women says shewas not familiar with this
seriousissuefor victims' familiesbecause shehad not attended caucusthat week and
asaresult had nothing to say. Could it bethat theissue of consecutive sentencing has
been at more caucus meetings than she? Or perhaps she simply doesn’'t read
newspapers about serious issues of crime. Another cruel remark dealing with
sentencing of serial predators made by another bright light, Liberal—. chair of the
women's caucus is equally inane. Her diatribe that she might support consecutive
sentencing if [the member from Mississauga East] brings the issue to the forefront
again, is mindless and absurd to say the least.

WEell, if the floor is hers again we will see what that member has
to say.
Mrs. Mahaffy went to state:

Thefact that she made this comment after consulting with [the] Justice Minister and
the Liberal [member from MississaugaEast] addsto the obscenity. With thiscalibre of

consultants, | suggest it istime for [the member from Etobicoke—L akeshore] to seek
better advisors.

| have omitted a small portion of Mrs. Mahaffy’s letter to the
Hill Times, but | would like to read her last paragraph:

Shame on all of you for adding to our pain and for your lack of humanity, and the
lack of wisdom to make a difference.

When we talk about our justice system and those in this House
who are responsible for amending our laws and bringing forth new
initiatives | cannot help but be reminded of an articlein yesterday’s
newspaper by Jeffrey Simpson. It is headed “A Justice Minister
with aL ower Profilethan a Groundhog in Winter”. That is not very
flattering, but | think it strikes very close to the truth. The reason
for that is because our justice minister hasreally done very little, if
anything, during almost a year of holding one of the strongest
portfolios in government. It is certainly one of the two portfolios
that has the mandate and the responsibility to look into things like
ending concurrent sentencing and moving toward more just and
applicable pieces of legidation.

| would aso like to read from an article which appeared on
November 27, 1996 in a B.C. newspaper regarding the standing
committee on justice's national forum on youth justice, which
occurred at the end of the 10 year review of the Young Offenders
Act. For the record, | could not support the expenditure of $60,000
to host this meeting. That was what the estimate was. | do not know
what the actual cost was, but that is what we were asked to support.
| could not do that because | felt we would be going over old
ground by hearing from a number of witnesses who had already
appeared before our committee. My opposition to this wasteful use
of taxpayers money caused me to endure a bit of a berating from
the chair of that committee, which is hard for me to forget,
although | have forgiven that member for that type of an attitude
toward me because of the feelings the member experienced at the
time. Nevertheless, it did happen. That displays an attitude that is
all too prevalent in those who are responsible for the direction that
our justice system has been taking, certainly during the last five
years since | have been a member of this House.

| quote from that article:

Ottawa was a bust for [the member for Surrey North]. [The member for Surrey
North], whose teenage son Jesse was stabbed to death by another teen four years ago,
was invited to speak before the federal standing committee of justice affairs last
weekend in Canada's capital city. But the Guildford dad, who founded the victims'
rights group Crime, Responsibility and Youth (CRY) after his son was murdered,
says the trip was a waste of time. *‘| spoke maybe five minutes total,” he said. ““It
was ajoke. | shouldn’t have even bothered going.” The meeting was poorly chaired,
he charged.

Of 33 participants, [the member for Surrey North] said, only himself and a
representative of CanadiansAgainst Violence Everywhere Advocating its Termination
(CAVEAT), another victims' rights group, spoke from the victims' perspective. The
other participations were lawyers, criminol ogists and members of groupslike the John
Howard Society, agroup advocating convicts' rights. Everything elsewasgeared tothe
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rights of offenders [the member for Surrey North] said. ‘| was the only person in the
whole damn bunch who took the victims' side to anything,” he said, **and someone
from CAVEAT.” He said he appreciated being asked to attend, but added, ‘it was so
obviously one-sided.”
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It is certainly not the first time a witness or an observer has
called the committee a bust or a sham. The mayor of Cornwall
walked out on the committee, called it a complete waste of time
and accused the committee of being predisposed. | was and remain
a member of that committee and | cannot disagree with the
observations of the member for Surrey North and the mayor of
Cornwall.

By December 1996, three years after the 1993 election, 16
private members’ bills were introduced to reform Canada’s crimi-
nal justice system. None have become law. It is unfortunate that
despite the hard work and effort of many parliamentarians from all
sides of the House, a similar pattern is emerging in this parliament.

Included in those bills that died was one introduced by the
member for York—South Weston, Bill C-234. This very necessary
bill did not become law. It did not even come back to the floor of
the House of Commons because the Liberal members of the justice
standing committee killed it. They did this despite the fact that Bill
C-234 had the overwhelming support of the Canadian Police
Association and Victims of Violence. Bill C-234 most certainly had
the support of the Reform Party because this private members' bill
would have repealed section 745 of the Criminal Code. It would
have quashed the killer's glimmer of hope for being rel eased before
serving his full sentence.

I commend my colleague from Mississauga East for her courage
in standing in a caucus where there is not much support for what
many people across this country are asking for. | assure her that she
has my support on this bill and the support of my caucus.

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to address Bill C-251, an act to amend the Criminal Code
and the Corrections and Conditional Release Act. This enactment
provides for the imposition of consecutive sentences where a
person commits sexual assault and another offence arising out of
the same events or where the person is aready serving another
sentence at the time.

The enactment also provides that a person sentenced to life
imprisonment for first or second degree murder is not eligible for
parole until the person has served, in addition to the portion of the
sentence that the person must serve for murder, one-third or a
maximum of seven years of any other sentence imposed on the
person in respect of an offence arising out of the same events or
that the person is already serving. The mandatory portion of each
life sentence imposed on a person who is convicted of a second
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murder must be served consecutively before the person is dligible
for parole.

There are two main parts to this private members' bill. The first
section deals with consecutive sentencing for those who commit
sexual assault and another offence arising out of the same events,
for example, sexual assault and a break and enter, or where the
person is aready serving time for another sentence at the time.

Sentencing in Canadais arelatively complex matter. Sentencing
principles are set out in section 718.1 and section 718.2 of the
Criminal Code. Degrees of punishment are set out in section 718.3.

There are two types of sentencing in penitentiary: consecutive
and concurrent. Concurrent is when the time runs together. For
example, in a case of eight months for break and enter and four
months for theft, the offender would serve eight months. Consecu-
tive is when the sentences are cumulative. In this case the offender
would have the two sentences added together for a total of 12
months.

Judges can currently impose consecutive sentences under section
718.03 of the Crimina Code, but not for life imprisonment.
Sentencing is complicated by the principle of totality which says
that the total sentence, that is combined sentences, is “‘just and
appropriate” and will rarely exceed the harshest sentence for the
most serious crime of all those being considered at the time of
sentencing. Thisisacommon law principle and is well entrenched
inlaw. Consequently with regard to thefirst section of thisbill, Bill
C-251 provisions already exist which address consecutive sentenc-

ing.
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The second aspect of the bill provides for a consecutive portion
of another sentence to be served upon an offender who is serving
time for murder. Thus someone who is serving 25 years for murder
and who is aso found guilty of sexual assault and sentenced to nine
years would have three years added to any parole €ligibility
requirements.

This section of the bill recognizes the nature and severity of
certain crimes and imposes additional penalties to serious offend-
ers and deals with public safety concerns. In that area | would
support this part of the bill.

Having said that, while | could support the second part of the bill
and appreciate the intent of the first part, the first section of the bill
complicates existing law and is contrary to the principles in
common law. Consequently we find we cannot support the bill in
its present form.

Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,
PC): Mr. Speaker, | am also very pleased to speak on Bill C-251,
an act to amend the Criminal Code and the Corrections and
Conditional Release Act. | would suggest at the outset that thisisa
very timely and important bill.
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Let me start my remarks with a quotation from the mover of this
bill, the hon. member of Mississauga East, from a speech which
she gave in the previous parliament. The bill was then labelled Bill
C-321, the ancestor to the present bill:

Since | reintroduced this bill | have sadly been visited by too many victims of
crime who have now come to realize that they are also victims of parliament. Some
had lost children, some had lost parents, some had lost spouses, but all had lost faith
in the courts, lost faith in parole boards and, most of al, lost faith in parliament.

Very sad words. | must say again at the outset that | commend
the hon. member for Mississauga East for her dogged determina-
tion and pursuit of this very important principle and for bringing
this bill forward again.

How true her statements ring when we look at what has
happened this week in the House. We and the Canadian population
have seen that the Government of Canada has displayed some
callousness toward victims. Although | listened very carefully to
her words, | must say that the quality of mercy is strained by what
has happened to the victims of hepatitis C.

| do want to say with that on the record that | am glad to seethere
is at least one member who does care for victims. | know she has
been working very hard over the past number of yearsto bring this
matter forward in the form of a votable motion.

She stated in her remarks that there were three basic principles
behind this bill: inhumanity and to avoid it, improving humanity
toward victims, and certainly to protect us against those who
offend. | congratulate her on her work. | am happy to see that
members in this House and some members of her own government
have decided to make this a votable item.

The member for Mississauga East has moved this important bill
and has given avery eloquent speech before thisHouse. Thisisthe
kind of intelligent, impartial and passionate speech we see far too
seldom. Her speech clearly described how difficult it is for victims
of crime in this country to face the justice system and how far too
easily it is for them to lose faith.

Today parliamentarians have an opportunity to speak on this
important piece of legislation to help improve our justice system,
to help bring to Canadians confidence in the system and more
important to improve the protection of society from violent
offenders. These are very collective and substantive suggestions
the hon. member has made. Again | state on the record that |
wholeheartedly and unequivocally support her motives.

Bill C-251 provides for truth in sentencing, something we must
see. It is a very brief, straightforward and easy to understand

amendment to the Criminal Code, something which we and all
members of this House should encourage.

When it comes to the issue of sexual assault and section 271 of
the Criminal Code there is a substantial need for this amendment.
There is a need that sentences which are imposed by judges be
served consecutively so that the punishment reflects the gravity of
the offence.

At the present time there is the ability for these types of
sentences to be served concurrently. That is, if there is more than
one offence or the offence of a sexual assault occurs at the same
time as other offences such as break and enter, theft or simple
assault, the sentences are served at the same time. It is tantamount
to having loans from three different institutions and only having to
pay back one loan, to put it in simple terms.
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The principles of sentencing are set out in the Criminal Code of
Canada. Section 718 of the code sets out what legislatorsin the past
have tried to do and tried to reflect in the sentencing principles.
Section 718.1 states: “A sentence must be proportionate to the
gravity of the offence and the degree of responsibility of the
offender” . It goes further in setting out what these principles are
and it speaks of the need for reformation and rehabilitation to be
balanced against the more important, | would suggest, principle
and that is the protection of society.

The Criminal Code states: *‘Where consecutive sentences are
imposed, the combined sentence should not be unduly long or
harsh”. Try to explain that to victims. Try to explain that to those
who have lost their loved ones or had their loved ones attacked,
beaten or killed. It is hard to impose this very strict and | would
suggest heartless, callous principle and make them understand.

We have to revisit the principles of sentencing. The suggestion
by the hon. member is a good one.

Bill C-251 would expand the ability of judges to impose a fair
sentence. No one should be getting afreeride in our justice system.
Sadly, that is precisely what happens on occasion. We permit
sexual offenders and other offenders who commit two, three, four
or more crimes to serve one sentence at one time. It is absolutely
absurd.

The name Clifford Olson has been mentioned in this Chamber
far too often. | shudder to even mention that man’s name. Thisisan
individual who killed 11 children and is serving one life sentence.
He should be serving 11 life sentences. The manipulative and
self-serving evidence that he gave at his section 745 hearing is an
absolute disgrace. It is a black eye for the entire country and our
justice system in particular. There is no meaningful sentence that
would ever reflect the heinous nature of the crimes that waste
product committed.
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One cannot help but be alarmist and reactionary when one hears
the individual circumstances that surround some of these crimes,
but one has to be thoughtful and thorough when approaching the
subject of sentencing. Common sense has to apply at some level.
For people like Olson and Bernardo, to suggest that 15 yearsto life
is an adequate response is absolutely ludicrous.

This is why | hope that the member for Mississauga East will
also support members of parliament on the opposition side when
we continue to call for the abolition of section 745 of the Criminal
Code, the so-called faint hope clause. | am sure that based on the
time she spent watching this debacle in British Columbia she will
be of a similar mind.

The principles of her bill are completely undermined and useless
aslong as we continue to have section 745 in the Criminal Code. It
ismy belief that each of the innocent lives that were taken deserve
at least the validation of having a consecutive sentence to represent
their lives.

Conditional sentences are another subject, but that is another
matter that has to be revisited. | would suggest that serious sexual
assaults and violence should never be considered by judges for the
imposition of conditional sentences.

It is also my belief that a person who commits multiple crimes
should be given an appropriate sentence to reflect each and every
one of those offencesif committed at a different time with different
circumstances.

Bill C-251 addressesthat. It does so in asubstantial and common
sense fashion. Therefore | support the member and | support her
bill. | support truth in sentencing. | support a justice system that
does not marginalize by bargaining away the ability of society to
protect itself and reflect its revulsion of violent crimes.

The second clause of Bill C-251 also amends section 120 of the
Corrections and Conditional Release Act. It requires offenders
sentenced for first and second degree murders to serve their full
parole ineligibility period on the sentence, plus one-third of a
maximum of seven years, whichever is less. Again it is an
innovative way to ensure that there is some truth in sentencing.
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There aretimes and factual circumstances when the judge should
impose a sentence that would really reflect what the crime repre-
sents. If ajudge says 25 years, it should be 25 years and that should
bethe end of it. That would give the offender and society the belief
in their justice system.

When a person is sentenced to a term of imprisonment for life
for first or second degree murder, and after being sentenced to a
term of imprisonment for life in respect of another crime, why
should that sentence not be served consecutively? It isavery good
motion on the part of the hon. member.

Private Members' Business

Simply put, cumulative sentences play a very important role
when it comes to parole eligibility. With a double murderer, Bill
C-251, would be the best way to address this. The victim's family
of the second murder, are left with the fact that their victim is not
being addressed by the justice system when the sentence has to be
served concurrently.

A person capable of serious violence and sexual aggression is a
risk. It has to be a priority. It has to be something that we are
prepared to address. This bill is worthy of our support.

Bill C-251 is astep toward improving our justice system overall
and our sentencing principles. We must do more. We must continue
to work toward this important goal.

In conclusion, | and the Conservative Party support this bill
wholeheartedly and congratul ate the member for Mississauga East.

[Translation]

Mr. Nick Discepola (Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor
General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | welcome the opportuni-
ty to speak in this debate on Bill C-251.

First of al, | would like to congratulate the hon. member for
Mississauga East on her tenacity and dedication to an issue that
concerns us all.

It would seem that, for the rest of this session, the criminal
justice system will be a major focus in this House. The Minister of
Justice is continuing consultations on the subject and proposing
changes on various crimina justice issues, including legislation
regarding young offenders, the difficult situation we are all aware
of concerning victims and recommendations made as a result of
recent investigations.

As for the solicitor general, he is presiding over the review of
legidation including the Criminal Records Act and the Transfer of
Offenders Act. He is aso involved in reviewing the Corrections
and Conditional Release Act. This review is a mgjor initiative of
the Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights.

Essentially, the government is open to suggestions to bring about
positive change and is fulfilling its responsibility, which is to
provide Canadians with a more efficient criminal justice system.

| would certainly not give the impression that our legisation,
even the most comprehensive and recent, is perfect. Lawmakers
have the duty to keep an eye out for changes that may require a
reform of existing legidlation and for legidative inconsistencies
and anomalies that may create inequalities.
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Private members' hills are a tool to put forward corrective
measures, which are sometimes adopted. | firmly believe in the
value of debating issues raised in private members' bhills.

Nevertheless, | am concerned that Bill C-251, an act to amend
the Criminal Code and the Corrections and Conditional Release
Act, may take away flexibility and discretionary power from our
courts and add to the already heavy burden of correctional bodies,
when it comes to administering sentences.

The proposed changes would introduce new elements to the
legidlation adopted by parliament not so long ago. They would
amend existing legislation in ways not foreseen by those who
drafted it, who took part in discussions, and who made the
amendments that give them their present form. If adopted, these
amendments could well lead to serious challenges under our
charter of rights and freedoms.

The amendments proposed by the hon. member for Mississauga
East seem to be the solution that has always been called for by any
groups calling for heavier penalties for law-breakers.
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Asother hon. members have said, Bill C-251, inits present form,
and the prior forms of these proposed amendments are aimed at
responding to the demands of a group which is attempting to
convince us that longer sentences and later releases will enhance
public safety. This admirable group is made up of police officers
and victims, that is well-intentioned people who deserve our

respect.

I would, however, like to respectfully submit that law enforce-
ment agencies are sworn to enforce the law, while lawmakers are
the ones responsible for drafting it. Moreover, it is an underlying
principle of our justice system that the state guarantees the
objectivity of the criminal justice system by prescribing penalties,
and thus eliminating any element of personal vengeance.

The impressive list of legislative measures drafted by previous
hard-line governments, as well as the improvements introduced in
recent years, have had an impact on a large number of crimina
justice issues.

In some cases, the new legidative provisions were the direct
consequence of suggestions from police and victim assistance
organizations. They were consulted in all cases. Most of the time,
the measures that were adopted lengthened sentences and made the
system more stringent.

[English]

| know that sometimes unusual and tragic events put consider-
able pressure on hon. members in the House to find solutions to
problems in the area of crimina justice. The public reaction to

recent deplorable and senseless crimes is aso quite understand-
able. The efforts of individua Canadians and groups to exert
positive influence are for the most part very commendable.

The proposed amendments, however, invoke punitive measures
that far exceed the restrictions now set out in the Criminal Code
and Corrections and Conditional Release Act as well as threaten
freedoms defended by the charter, as | mentioned.

Nevertheless, Bill C-251 is before us today and as described by
its subtitle proposes cumulative sentences that could in some cases
double or triple current levels of sentences.

Although | do not doubt the motives or intentions of the hon.
member for Mississauga East, | must point out that support for the
bill will come from those who believe that life should mean life.

There is a certain element here that has been addressed in past
sessions when similar attempts were made to achieve the same
objectives. The thrust of these proposals applies to those who
might otherwise anticipate earlier eligibility to be considered for
conditional release under current rules of sentence calculation.

I will attempt therefore to provide some details of how the
government has come to address corrections and conditional
release issues. In so doing | submit that it will become clear to my
hon. colleagues that the proposals now before us do not at thistime
reflect the best interests of the Canadian public.

We are living in times of tremendous change, as hon. colleagues
are well aware. Change is experienced no less by the criminal
justice system than by any other institution in our society.

For the criminal justice system the past decade has been aperiod
of difficult and sometimes painful questioning. Is our justice
system working? Isit protecting our most vulnerable citizens? Can
we assure Canadians that their safety is of paramount concern to
the Government of Canada? These are al valid questions.

[Translation]

The 1988 report of the Standing Committee on Justice and the
Solicitor General was entitled: “ Taking Responsibility”. In that
report, the committee recognized the need to make certain im-
provements to sentencing, conditional release and the correctional
system, and included detailed recommendations to that effect.

The work of that committee is greatly appreciated, and its
members know that their concerns were instrumental in the
reforms proposed by our government. These reforms seek to
improve public security and to restore public confidence in the
system.

In the second half of the 1980s, the country had been shaken by a
series of unusual and tragic events that made our criminal justice
system look rather bad.
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Moreover, because of an increase in the crime rate, the public
was urging the government to change the system and to adopt
harsher measures that would reflect the new limits of tolerance for
certain types of crimes. The 1988 report, along with other basic
reviews of the correctional system, led to the adoption, in 1992, of
the Corrections and Conditional Release Act.
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Thisradical reform of legislative measures pertaining to correc-
tional matters and parole responded to public pressure by making
the system more open, more just and more accessible and recog-
nized the need for significant change to bring it into line with
public opinion and values. The current government considered it
appropriate on two occasions to change the law, after consulting
with interested Canadians and with its criminal justice system
partners.

Throughout the process, the first priority was to re-establish
public confidence. We must continue to respond to public fears
about crime and concerns about criminal justice.

We must, however, take account of the change in the landscape.
The number of violent crimes has consistently and considerably
dropped in recent years.

For us to properly respond to public concerns, we must work to
improve understanding of the nature of crimes currently committed
and of our criminal justice system, which has changed appreciably
in recent times.

As | mentioned, the government now intends to keep the
crimina justice flexible in part through areview of the Corrections
and Conditional Release Act.

[English]

The Solicitor General of Canada will be addressing the House
justice committee on Monday in introducing its review of the
CCRA.. | encourage the hon. member to put forth her recommenda-
tions under that exhaustive review. | will work with her on that
committee.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | certainly want
to add my congratulations and thanks to the hon. member for
Mississauga East for her tenacity and courage in continuing this
fight and bringing this important debate to the House.

| am also very pleased to see that after the third time this private
member’s bill has come this far and is going to be votable. We will
find out when the vote is held who actually speaks for Canadians
and who speaks for victims.

| am actually realy restraining myself in my reaction to the
speech we just heard. | cannot use the words because they are
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unparliamentary. It is really deplorable that the frontbench of this
government has so little regard for victims in this country.

While | was sitting here listening | thought of the word empathy
which means feeling with someone who is hurting. It is different
from sympathy. Empathy is feeling with.

Recently | went to Saskatchewan to visit my parents. We drove
down aroad that we drive every time we come from our home in
Alberta down into Swift Current, Saskatchewan where my parents
live. When we make acertain corner | alwaysthink of a person who
died at that corner. That person was Eugene Martens.

He was a rancher who gave part of his farmland in order to put
up acamp for children and young people. | attended that camp asa
youth and later on as a counsellor. It was one of those situations
where a man had a significant influence in my life because of his
generosity. He waskilled on the corner of highway 4 north of Swift
Current because, | believe, of icy roads. It was not because of
drunken driving. It was an accident.

Even though this man was not a member of my family, every
time | go by that place | think of that person and | say alittle prayer
of gratitude for his life and for what he did. That helps me to
empathize with a person whose family member, a loved one, has
had their life taken from them by someone else's negligence or by
someone else's misguided and wilful act.

When | think of their pain and how they must hurt it absolutely
drives me to distraction to think that there is a government in
Ottawa that cannot empathize with those victims. | cannot under-
stand how that can be. All one hasto do istry to put oneself into the
same situation.
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We are dealing with the question of changing the rules for
sentencing. How should a criminal who was charged and convicted
of committing a serious crime be sentenced?

The present system is that individuals who are charged with
more than one crime at a time often get concurrent sentences. That
isincredible. One can take alife, or two, three, four or more and at
a certain time their sentence starts and they are able to serve al
sentences at the same time whether they have killed one person,
two, three or eleven, a significant number in this country. It is
unconscionable that we allow that to happen.

Our media paid quite a bit of attention to the application of
Clifford Olson for eligibility for early parole last summer. | was
interviewed by alocal person and | said really he should have had
275 years. When we think of each of those victims, if life sentence
means 25 years in prison, |l times 25 is 275. Then | said if he
behaves, wewill let him off after 250. That is not to make light of it
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in any way. Here are families of victims with an inescapable sense
that some of the lives taken do not matter. There is no penalty for
them at all.

| am indeed one of those who believe that a life sentence should
mean life. It should at least mean 25 years.

[Translation]

The Deputy Speaker: | hesitate to interrupt the hon. member,
but the time provided for the consideration of Private Members

Business has now expired and the order is dropped to the bottom of
the order of precedence on the order paper.

[English]
The next time the matter is under consideration, the hon.
member will have four minutes remaining in his time.

It being 1.56 p.m., this House stands adjourned until Monday
next at 11 am., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 1.55 p.m.)
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Telegdi, ANdrew . ... Kitchener — Waterloo .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the
Whole ... Saint-Lambert ........... Quebec .............. Lib.

Thompson, Greg . ... .o Charlotte . ............... New Brunswick ....... PC
Thompson, Myron . ... ... WildRose ............... Alberta............... Ref.
Torsney, Paddy ....... ... Burlington............... Oontario .............. Lib.
Tremblay,Stéphan .............c i Lac-Saint-Jean .......... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne ............ i Rimouski — Mitis........ Quebec .............. BQ
Turp, Daniel . ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.. Quebec .............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o Lambton — Kent —

Middlesex ............... ontario .............. Lib.
Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ... ..... Stoney Creek ............ Oontario .............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . .. .. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings  Ontario .............. Lib.
Vautour, ANQela. . . ... Beausgour — Petitcodiac . New Brunswick ... .... NDP
VElacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............. Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Venne PiEmette . ... o Saint—Bruno — Saint—

Hubert .................. Quebec .............. BQ
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ........ Eglinton — Lawrence. . . .. Oontario .............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ....... ..o Winnipeg NorthCentre ... Manitoba............. NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ............... New Brunswick . ...... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... Essex ... Ontario .............. Lib.
White, Randy . ... ... Langley — Abbotsford....  BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver . ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges.............. Oontario .............. Lib.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Wood, Bob . ... Nipissing................ Oontario .............. Lib.
VACANCY Sherbrooke .............. Quebec ..............

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic
Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Nameof Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary—NoseHill................... Ref.
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l Ref.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol Ref.
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Ref.
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton—Strathcona................ Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... Ref.
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ref.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
Manning, Preston, Leader of the Opposition . ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay—Columbia. . ............... Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . .................ccou.. .. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta—South Richmond .............. Ref.
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of National Revenue .................... Vancouver South—Burnaby ........... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... Ref.
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo—Cowichan................. Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam— Ref.
Burnaby ...l
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni ................... Ref.
GOUK, JIM West Kootenay—Okanagan ........... Ref.
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George—Bulkley Valley ........ Ref.

Hart, Jim .o Okanagan—Coquihala............... Ref.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Hill day ..o Prince George—PeaceRiver........... Ref.
Leung, Sophia . ... ... VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
LUNN, GaIY ..t e Saanich—Gulfldands ................ Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt—JuandeFuca.............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ..o Cariboo—Chilcotin................... Ref.
MCNallY, Grant .. ... Dewdney—Alouette. ................. Ref.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ........... VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... .. South Surrey—White Rock—Langley .. Ref.
Reynolds, JONN . ... ... West Vancouver—SunshineCoast. . . . . . Ref.
RIS, NEISON . Kamloops ...t NDP
RoODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... .. Burnaby—Douglas. .................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e Kelowna ..................oiiL. Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SEKOI, LOU ..t Port Moody—Coquitlam.............. Lib.
SHNSON, Darrel . ... Okanagan—Shuswap . ................ Ref.
Stranl, Chuck . . ... o FraserValey ........................ Ref.
White, Randy . .. ... Langley—Abbotsford. ................ Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

AlCOCK, REO . . WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... Winnipeg—Transcona. ............... NDP
Borotsik, RICK ... ... Brandon—Souris. .................... PC
Degarlais, Bev . . ... Churchill ............................ NDP
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Science, Research and

Development)(WesternEconomicDiversification) .............. ... ... ... .. SaintBoniface .............. .. .. ... Lib.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .... Charleswood—Assiniboine............ Lib.
Hilstrom, Howard . ...... ... e Selkirk—Interlake. . .................. Ref.
Hoeppner, JaKeE. .. ... o Portage—Lisgar...................... Ref.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
Mark, INKY .. Dauphin—SwanRiver................ Ref.
Martin, Pat ... ... . WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ..................... Winnipeg North—St. Paul . ............ Lib.
WasylyCiaLeiS,Judy .. ........ouii WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue—Mactaquac. ................ PC
Bradshaw, Claudette, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation Moncton .............. ...t Lib.
DUDE JEAN . ..o Madawaska—Restigouche. .. .......... PC
GOiN, YVON . ..o Acadie—Bathurst .................... NDP
Herron, JONN . . ... Fundy—Royal ....................... PC
Hubbard, Charles. . ... ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
Scott, Hon. Andy, Solicitor Generalof Canada . ............... ... ... ... ... Fredericton .......................... Lib.
ThOMPSON, Greg . . ..ot e e e Charlotte . ...t PC
VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beausgour—Petitcodiac . ............. NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
NEWFOUNDLAND (7)

BaKer, GEOIE S, .. i Gander—GrandFalls ................. Lib.
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Byrne, Gerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources ............. Humber— St. Barbe—BaieVerte. ... . .. Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin—St.George's. .. ..ot PC
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) . ..ot Bonavista— Trinity—Conception .. . . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. .. ... Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
Power,Charlie . ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ... Nunavut ............. ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt . . ... Kings—Hants ....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland—Colchester.............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... BrasdOr ... NDP
Barle, GOordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore ....................ott. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough.... PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney—Victoria.................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . ... Halifax...........oooiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
SOff e, PELEr . . .. Sackville—EasternShore. ............. NDP
ONTARIO (103)
Adams, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMONS . . ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e Peterborough ................ ... ... Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . oo oot BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke—Lakeshore................ Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .............. LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . . ... Brampton West—Mississauga . .. ...... Lib.
Bélair,REgiNald . ... Timmins—JamesBay................. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril . ... ... Ottawa—\Vanier. ..............c.coo.... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . .. .o Carleton—Gloucester................. Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan—King—Aurora. . ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey . ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry—Prescott—Russdll . ...... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville...............o i Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth—Burlington .............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale—HighPark ................. Lib.
CacCig, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ...........ccoviiiiiii... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . . . Dufferin—Peel —Wellington—Grey.. ..  Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, EliNOr .. ... Thornhill .......... ... ... ........ Lib.
Carroll, AL EEN ... Barrie—Simcoe—Bradford. . .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest—Nepean................ Lib.

Chamberlain, Brenda, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ............... Guelph—Wellington ................. Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke. . . .. .. Lib.
Cohen, ShaUGNNESSY . . ...ttt e e Windsor—St.Clair ................... Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ... DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . et e e e e Thunder Bay—Nipigon............... Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
CULEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. SimcoeNorth ...t Lib.
Dromisky, Stan ... ... Thunder Bay—Atikokan.............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ............oooviiinn... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford .........co i Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia—Lambton .............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage .. .......... DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre—Rosedale ............ Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................c i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina. .................... Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... ... ... Bruce—Grey ... Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds—Grenville .................... Lib
Karygiannis, JImM .. ... Scarborough—Agincourt. . ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Transport ..................... HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont—Dundas. .................. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot e e e e Elgin—Middlesex—London. .......... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ......... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Industry ................... St.Catharines ...t Lib.
LB, DErEK . Scarborough—RougeRiver ........... Lib.
Longfield, Judi . .. ... Whithy—Ajax ... Lib.
Mahoney, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . .. ... Bramalea—Gore—Malton ............ Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie—Lincoln ....................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .............. ... i i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister for International Trade . .. .......................... YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible

for Francophonie . .. ... Sudbury ... Lib.

Hastings— Frontenac—L ennox and

MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Addington ...l Lib.
MceKay, JONN ... ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan ... ... Pickering—Ajax—Uxbridge . ......... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadviev—Greenwood . ............. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ... Beaches—EastYork.................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Parks) . ...t Parry Sound—Muskoka. .............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton.................... Lib.
MYEIS, LYNN .« e Waterloo—Wellington. ............... Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources

DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Kenora—RainyRiver................. Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e York South—Weston................. Ind.
O BHEN, Pat . ... London—Fanshawe.................. Lib.

O Reilly, JoNN .. Victoria—Hadliburton ................. Lib.
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Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ....... ... NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . .. ... MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ...................ol Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth . . ... .o HamiltonMountain................... Lib.
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

S VIS . . ottt Kent—ESsex ........................ Lib
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . . . ... Nepean—Carleton. ................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen .. ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haton ..., Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence .......... Perth—Middlesex.................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . . ........... .. oo EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming—Cochrane. ............. Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, BOb ... Haldimand—Norfolk—Brant.......... Lib.
St DENIS, Brent .. ..o Algoma—Manitoulin................. Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . ... Huron—Bruce....................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Minister of theEnvironment . ............................ Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ........... Brant .............. Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArewW . ... Kitchener—Waterloo . ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy . ... Burlington........................... Lib.
U ROSE-MaAIE . .. Lambton—Kent—Middlesex. ......... Lib.
Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Finance ...................... Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward—Hastings . ............ Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health ...................... Eglinton—Lawrence.................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib
WIlTEIt, BrYON ..o OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiin, Lib.
WOoOod, BOD . .. NIpisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, Wayne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans ......... Malpeque ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Ministerof Labour ............... ... Cadigan ..., Lib.
MCGUITE, JOB . .ottt e e e e e e Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs ............. Hillsborough ........................ Lib.
QUEBEC (75)

Alarie HE BN . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccouioo... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond—Arthabaska. .............. PC
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant—=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada ... Ahuntsic ............... ... Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ......... . Berthier—Montcalm. ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres ... BQ

Bonaventure— Gaspé—Iles-de-la—
Barnier, YVaN . . Madeleine—Pabok ................... BQ



Political
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Bertrand, Robert . ... Pontiac—Gatineau—Labelle ... ....... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, Pl e . .o Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia—Matane . ................. BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada

fortheRegionsof Quebec) ....... ... ... . Outremont........................... Lib.
Charbonneal, YVON . ... e Anjou—Riviere-des—Prairies.......... Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ................n. Lib.
Chrétien, JEam—GUY . .. ...ttt e e Frontenac—Mégantic................. BQ
Coderre, DENIS . . . oo Bourassa .............coiiiii Lib.

Kamouraska— Riviére—du-L oup—

Créte, Paul ... Témiscouata—LesBasques. ........... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ....... ... ... LavalCentre.....................oo... BQ
deSavoye, Piarme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... LavalEBast ..............cooiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent—Cartierville............ Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............ Vaudreuil—Soulanges . ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ottt e e e e e e e L&ViS ... BQ
Duceppe, GIlleS . ... Laurier—Sainte-Marie................ BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o e e e e e e Argenteuil—Papineau ................ BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila . ... MountRoyal ........................ Lib.
Folco,Raymonde . ....... . i LavalWest ...............cooiiii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain . ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard—Saint—Michel ......... Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStiang . ........it i QUEDEC ... BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... ... . Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
GOdiN, MaUICe . ...t Chéteauguay . .............c.cooviie.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ... e e e e e e Laurentides................ ... BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... . Beauport—Montmorency—Orléans.... BQ
Harvey, ANdre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... PC
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine. .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Laurin ReNE . . ..o Joliette . ......... . BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun—Saint—-Henri................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ................. ..ol BQ
LefEbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ... Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot .. ............ BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. QuébecEast ......................... BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ............. ... ... LaSadle—Emard ..................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INfrastructure . .. ... o Hull—Aylmer ....................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga—Maisonneuve. ............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne—Blainville............... BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food) (Fisheriesand  ggj|echasse— Etchemins—

OCEAMNS) . .. ettt e Montmagny—L'Idlet ................. Lib.

Paradis, DENiS. . ... Brome—MissisqQuoi .................. Lib.
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Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpmMEnt ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard . ................ Lib.
Perron, GillEs—A. . ... Saint—Eustache—Sainte-Thérése. . ... .. BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau—Saint-Denis............... Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Richelieu............................ BQ
Price, David . ... Compton—Stanstead . ................ PC
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Westmount—Ville-Marie............. Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
S8A08, JACOUES . . .ot eeea Brossard—LaPrairie.................. Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ......... ... ... ...l BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .......... ... PC
SEIUHEN, GUY . . e e Abitibi ....... .. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE . .. ... . o Rimouski—Mitis..................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois—Salaberry. .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Bruno—Saint—Hubert . .......... BQ
VA CANCY o Sherbrooke . ...

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Axworthy, Chris ... Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar. . . . .. .. NDP
Balley, ROy ... o Souris—MooseMountain ............. Ref.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville................... Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . . ... Wascana ..........coooviiiiiiiin... Lib.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . .............o il Ref.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ Ref.
Laliberte, RiCK ... ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . e CypressHills—Grasdands. ............ Ref.
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE .. ... i QuAppdle.............oii NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon—Humboldt................ Ref.
Proctor, DICK . ... Paliser..........coo i NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords—Lloydminster ............ Ref.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina—Lumsden—LakeCentre ... ... NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..ot e e Wanuskewin..............coovvnnn... Ref.

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON .o NDP
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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Guy St—Julien Vice-Chairmen:  John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Claude Bachand David Iftody Judi Longfield Bernard Patry (16)
John Bryden Nancy Karetak—Lindell Grant McNally Mike Scott
Gordon Earle Gerad Keddy Lawrence O'Brien Bryon Wilfert
Ghidain Fournier
Associate Members
Cliff Breitkreuz Pierre de Savoye Maurice Godin John Maloney
René Canuel Reed Elley Rick Laliberte Maurice Vellacott
Bill Casey
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chairman: Joe McGuire Vice-Chairmen: Murray Calder
Jay Hill
Hélene Alarie Gerry Byrne John Harvard Dick Proctor (16)
Leon Benoit Denis Coderre Jake Hoeppner Paul Steckle
Paul Bonwick Odina Desrochers Larry McCormick Rose-Marie Ur
Rick Borotsik
Associate Members
Peter Adams Michelle Dockrill John Maloney John Solomon
Garry Breitkreuz Howard Hilstrom Lorne Nystrom Greg Thompson
Pierre Brien Allan Kerpan Denis Paradis Myron Thompson
Rick Casson Réjean Lefebvre Gilles Perron
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chairman: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairmen: Jim Abbott
Mauril Bélanger
Paul Bonwick Wendy Lill Deepak Obhrai Jacques Saada (16)
Sarmite Bulte DennisMills Pat O'Brien Caroline St-Hilaire
John Godfrey Mark Muise Jim Pankiw Suzanne Tremblay
Joe Jordan
Associate Members
André Bachand Antoine Dubé Rick Laliberte George Proud
Claude Bachand Maurice Dumas Francine Lalonde Carmen Provenzano
Carolyn Bennett Gordon Earle Eric Lowther Nelson Riis
Rick Borotsik Christiane Gagnon Peter G. MacKay Benoit Sauvageau
Cliff Breitkreuz Albina Guarnieri Inky Mark John Solomon
Pierre Brien Monique Guay Rey Pagtakhan Elsie Wayne
Denis Coderre David Iftody Louis Plamondon Bob Wood
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE STUDY OF SPORT IN CANADA

Chairman: DennisMills
Jim Abbott Albina Guarnieri Pat O’Brien Nelson Riis 9
Denis Coderre Peter G. MacKay George Proud Suzanne Tremblay

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION
Chairman: Stan Dromisky Vice-Chairs: Raymonde Folco
John Reynolds
Jean Augustine Louise Hardy John McKay MariaMinna (16)
Sarmite Bulte M. Sophia Leung Grant McNally Deepak Obhrai
Norman Doyle Steve Mahoney Réal Ménard Jacques Saada
Jocelyne Girard-Bujold
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Libby Davies Patrick Martin Diane St-Jacques
Pierre Brien Monique Guay Benoit Sauvageau Daniel Turp
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Chairman: Charles Caccia Vice-Chairmen: Bill Gilmour
Gar Knutson
Sarkis Assadourian Aileen Carroll Roger Gallaway Karen Kraft Sloan (16)
Gérard Asselin Rick Casson John Herron Rick Laliberte
Bernard Bigras Yvon Charbonneau Joe Jordan David Pratt
Chuck Cadman
Associate Members

Peter Adams John Duncan Louise Hardy Nelson Riis
Hélene Alarie John Finlay Clifford Lincoln Benoit Sauvageau
Leon Benoit Paul Forseth John Maloney Peter Stoffer
Pierre Brien Maurice Godin David Price Stéphan Tremblay
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FINANCE
Chairman: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice-Chairs: Monte Solberg
Paddy Torsney
Mark Assad David Iftody Gary Pillitteri Gerry Ritz (16)
Scott Brison Yvan Loubier Karen Redman Paul Szabo
Roger Gallaway Gilles Perron Nelson Riis Tony Valeri
Dick Harris
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Odina Desrochers Jason Kenney Lynn Myers
Rob Anders Nick Discepola Francine Lalonde Bob Nault
André Bachand Norman Doyle René Laurin Lorne Nystrom
Sue Barnes Antoine Dubé M. Sophia Leung Pauline Picard
Carolyn Bennett Raymonde Folco Peter MacKay Charlie Power
Rick Borotsik Joe Fontana Steve Mahoney Yves Rocheleau
Claudette Bradshaw John Herron Larry McCormick Alex Shepherd
Pierre Brien Dale Johnston Alexa McDonough John Solomon
Jocelyne G. Bujold Jim Jones Bob Mills
FISHERIES AND OCEANS
Chairman: George Baker Vice-Chairmen: Charles Hubbard
Gary Lunn
Yvan Bernier Nancy Karetak—Lindell Bill Matthews Yves Rocheleau (16)
John Duncan Gar Knutson Lawrence O'Brien Paul Steckle
Wayne Easter M. Sophia Leung Carmen Provenzano Peter Stoffer
Howard Hilstrom
Associate Members
Gilles Bernier Ghislain Fournier Philip Mayfield Mike Scott
René Canuel Bill Gilmour Svend Robinson Angela Vautour
Paul Forseth
FOREIGN AFFAIRSAND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chairman: Bill Graham Vice-Chairs: Colleen Beaumier
Bob Mills
Sarkis Assadourian Maud Debien Denis Paradis Benoit Sauvageau (18)
Jean Augustine Raymonde Folco Charlie Penson Bob Speller
André Bachand Gurmant Grewal Julian Reed Daniel Turp
John Cannis Ted McWhinney Svend Robinson
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Aileen Carrall Keith Martin Karen Redman
Sue Barnes Monique Guay Paul Mercier Nelson Riis
Eugene Bellemare Joe Jordan Bob Nault Jacques Saada
Bill Blaikie Jason Kenney Lorne Nystrom John Solomon
Paul Bonwick Gary Lunn Deepak Obhrai Diane St-Jacques
Claudette Bradshaw Gurbax Malhi Charlie Power Pierrette Venne
Sarmite Bulte Richard Marceau George Proud Bryon Wilfert
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Colleen Beaumier
Jean Augustine Claudette Bradshaw Raymonde Folco Svend Robinson 9
Paul Bonwick Maud Debien Keith Martin Diane St-Jacques

SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
TRADE DISPUTES AND INVESTMENT

Chairman: Bob Speller
André Bachand Sarmite Bulte Robert Nault Julian Reed 9
Bill Blaikie Raymonde Folco Charlie Penson Benoit Sauvageau
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Reed Elley

Carolyn Bennett Grant Hill Pauline Picard Maurice Vellacott (16)
Aileen Carroll Dan McTeague Greg Thompson Joseph Volpe
Claude Drouin Lynn Myers Rose-Marie Ur Judy Wasylycia-Leis

Maurice Dumas

Pierre Brien
Libby Davies
Pierre de Savoye
Michelle Dockrill

Antoine Dubé
Christiane Gagnon
Sharon Hayes
John Herron

Associate Members

M. Sophia Leung
Keith Martin
Réal Ménard

Caroline St-Hilaire
Paul Szabo
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Carolyn Bennett
Claudette Bradshaw

Yvan Bernier

Pierre Brien

Jocelyne G. Bujold
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
Antoine Dubé

Reg Alcock
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Libby Davies

Nick Discepola

Reed Elley
Yvon Godin
Sharon Hayes
Wendy Lill

Vice-Chairs:

Jean Dubé
Christiane Gagnon
Albina Guarnieri
Larry McCormick

Associate Members

Inky Mark
Patrick Martin
Réal Ménard
MariaMinna

Bonnie Brown
Dale Johnston

Bob Nault (18)
Stéphan Tremblay
Bryon Wilfert

Lorne Nystrom
Yves Rocheleau
Diane St-Jacques
Angela Vautour
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INDUSTRY
Chair: Susan Whelan Vice-Chairmen: Eugéne Bellemare
Werner Schmidt
Chris Axworthy Marlene Jennings Walt Lastewka Jim Pankiw (16)
Bonnie Brown Jim Jones Eric Lowther Janko Peri¢
Antoine Dubé Francine Lalonde lan Murray Alex Shepherd
Tony lanno
Associate Members
Peter Adams PierreBrien Jean Dubé Réal Ménard
Hélene Alarie Jocelyne G. Bujold Joe Fontana Nelson Riis
Carolyn Bennett Sarmite Bulte Christiane Gagnon Benoit Sauvageau
Bernard Bigras Chuck Cadman Rahim Jaffer John Solomon
Paul Bonwick Nick Discepola Philip Mayfield Peter Stoffer
JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Chair: Shaughnessy Cohen Vice-Chairmen: Paul E. Forseth
John Maloney
Eleni Bakopanos Nick Discepola Peter MacK ay John McKay (16)
Michel Bellehumeur Sheila Finestone Peter Mancini Jack Ramsay
Garry Breitkreuz Derek Lee Richard Marceau Andrew Telegdi
Paul DeVillers
Associate Members
Carolyn Bennett Christiane Gagnon Howard Hilstrom Svend Robinson
Cliff Breitkreuz Michel Guimond Allan Kerpan Caroline St—Hilaire
Pierre Brien Louise Hardy Keith Martin Diane St-Jacques
Chuck Cadman Dick Harris Réal Ménard Myron Thompson
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Sharon Hayes Mark Muise Stéphan Tremblay
Pierre de Savoye
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Chairman: Bill Graham Vice-Chair: Susan Whelan
Peter Adams Ray Bonin Derek Lee Beth Phinney (20)
Reg Alcock Charles Caccia Clifford Lincoln Brent St. Denis
George Baker Shaughnessy Cohen Gurbax Malhi Guy St-Julien
Robert Bertrand Stan Dromisky Joe McGuire John Williams
Maurizio Bevilacqua Sheila Finestone
Associate Members
Stéphane Bergeron Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral André Harvey
SUB-COMMITTEE ON BUDGET
Chairman: Bill Graham
Peter Adams Maurizio Bevilacqua André Harvey John Williams 8
George S. Baker Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Susan Whelan
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NATIONAL DEFENCE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
Chairman: Robert Bertrand Vice-Chairmen:  Art Hanger
Bob Wood
Chris Axworthy Peter Goldring John O’ Rellly George Proud (16)
Leon Benoit Judi Longfield David Pratt John Richardson
Hec Clouthier Pat O'Brien David Price Pierrette Venne
Maurice Godin
Associate Members
Pierre Brien Jim Hart Patrick Martin Daniel Turp
Denis Coderre John Maloney Bob Mills Elsie Wayne
Monique Guay Peter Mancini
NATURAL RESOURCES AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
Chairman: Brent St. Denis Vice-Chairmen: David Chatters
Ben Serré
Réginald Bélair Roy Cullen Jim Gouk Carmen Provenzano (16)
GillesBernier Pierre de Savoye Ovid Jackson Darrel Stinson
Jocelyne G. Bujold Yvon Godin Jerry Pickard Bob Wood
Gerry Byrne
Associate Members
Hélene Alarie Jean-Guy Chrétien Gerald Keddy Gilles Perron
Chris Axworthy Michelle Dockrill Derrek Konrad Nelson Riis
Bernard Bigras Ghislain Fournier René Laurin Angela Vautour
Pierre Brien Bill Gilmour Réjean Lefebvre Maurice Vellacott
René Canuel Jim Jones
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS
Chairman: Peter Adams Vice-Chairs: Marlene Catterall
Chuck Strahl
George Baker Ken Epp Bob Kilger John Richardson (16)
Stéphane Bergeron Mac Harb Rey Pagtakhan John Solomon
Yvon Charbonneau André Harvey Carolyn Parrish Randy White
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
Associate Members
Michel Bellehumeur Garry Breitkreuz Jay Hill Réal Ménard
Bill Blaikie Michelle Dockrill René Laurin Suzanne Tremblay
Don Boudria Norman Doyle Bill Matthews
SUB-COMMITTEE ON MEMBERS SERVICES
Chairman: Randy White
Garry Breitkreuz André Harvey Bob Kilger John Solomon (6)

Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
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Chair: Carolyn Parrish
William Blaikie Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Ken Epp André Harvey (6)
Yvon Charbonneau

SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

Chairman: Bob Kilger
Stéphane Bergeron Don Boudria André Harvey Randy White (6)
Bill Blaikie

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
Chairman: John Williams Vice-Chairmen: Ivan Grose
Andrew Telegdi
Mark Assad Gurmant Grewal Steve Mahoney Lorne Nystrom 27)
Sue Barnes Mac Harb Philip Mayfield Rey Pagtakhan
Elinor Caplan Jason Kenney Lynn Myers Elsie Wayne
Odina Desrochers René Laurin
Associate Members
Roy Bailey Rick Casson Michel Guimond Gilles Perron
Garry Breitkreuz Bev Degjarlais Jim Jones Alex Shepherd
Scott Brison Michelle Dockrill Derrek Konrad Peter Stoffer
Jocelyne G. Bujold Antoine Dubé Denis Paradis
TRANSPORT
Chairman: Raymond Bonin Vice-Chairmen: Roy Cullen
Lee Morrison
Roy Bailey Bev Degjarlais lvan Grose Inky Mark (16)
Murray Calder Claude Drouin Michel Guimond Paul Mercier
John Cannis Joe Fontana Stan Keyes Carolyn Parrish
Bill Casey
Associate Members

Chris Axworthy Pierre Brien Ghislain Fournier Yves Rocheleau
Yvan Bernier Paul Créte Rick Laliberte Elsie Wayne
Rick Borotsik John Cummins John Maloney
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Joint—Chairmen:

Representing the Senate:
The Honourable Senators

Roch Bolduc
Eymard G. Corbin
Mabel M. DeWare

STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES
LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT

Philippe D. Gigantes Joint Vice-Chairman: Philip Mayfield
Gurbax Malhi

Representing the House of Commons:

Richard J. Doyle Marlene Catterall Wendy Lill (23)
Jerahmiel S. Grafstein Hec Clouthier Paul Mercier
Louis J. Robichaud John Finlay Louis Plamondon

Deborah Grey David Price

Howard Hilstrom Karen Redman

Jim Karygiannis Jacques Saada

Raymond Lavigne Brent St. Denis

Associate Members

Libby Davies Maurice Dumas

Joint Chairs:

Representing the Senate:
The Honourable Senators

Gérald A. Beaudoin
Jean—Robert Gauthier
Noél A. Kinsdlla
Jean—Claude Rivest

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Sen. Rose-Marie Losier—Cool Joint Vice-Chairmen: Denis Coderre
Sheila Finestone Rahim Jaffer

Representing the House of Commons:

Fernand Robichaud Eugéne Bellemare Va Meredith (25)
Louis J. Robichaud Claudette Bradshaw Mark Muise
Lucie Pépin Cliff Breitkreuz Denis Paradis
Jean—-Maurice Simard John Godfrey Louis Plamondon
Bob Kilger Suzanne Tremblay
Dan McTeague Angela Vautour
Ted McWhinney

Associate Members

Pierre Brien Lorne Nystrom




Joint Chairs: Céline Hervieux—Payette

Derek Lee

Representing the Senate:

SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Joint Vice-Chairman: Ted White

Representing the House of Commons:
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The Honourable Senators
Michael Cogger P. Derek Lewis John Bryden John Maloney (25)
MarisaBarth Ferretti L éonce Mercier Bill Casey Inky Mark
Normand Grimard Wilfred P. Moore Paul DeVillers lan Murray
William M. Kelly Ken Epp Lorne Nystrom
Marlene Jennings Alex Shepherd
Ghidain Lebel Caroline St-Hilaire
Gary Lunn Tom Wappel
Gurbax Malhi
Associate Members
Chris Axworthy Michel Guimond
Michel Bellehumeur Richard Marceau
SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE
CHILD CUSTODY AND ACCESS
Joint Chairs: Landon Pearson
Roger Gallaway
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Erminie J. Cohen Mabel M. DeWare Eleni Bakopanos Judi Longfield (23)
Joan Cook Duncan J. Jessiman Carolyn Bennett Eric Lowther
Anne C. Cools Lucie Pépin Robert Bertrand Gary Lunn
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Peter Mancini
Sheila Finestone Denis Paradis

Paul E. Forseth
John Harvard
Nancy Karetak—Lindell

Caroline St—Hilaire
Diane St-Jacques
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TheHon. Jane Stewart
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Accordingto precedence

PrimeMinister

Deputy Prime Minister

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Minister of Transport

Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans

Minister of Natural Resourcesand Minister responsiblefor the Canadian
Wheat Board

Minister of Canadian Heritage
Minister for International Trade
Minister of Industry

Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsiblefor
Francophonie

Minister of Finance

Minister of National Defence

President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor Infrastructure
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Minister of Health

Minister of Labour

Minister of the Environment

Minister of Public Worksand Government Services

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada
OpportunitiesAgency)

Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Devel opment

President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs

Minister of Human Resources Devel opment

L eader of the Government in the House of Commons

L eader of the Government in the Senate

Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

Minister of National Revenue

Solicitor General of Canada

Secretary of State (Children and Y outh)

Secretary of State(Asia—Pacific)

Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canadafor the
Regions of Quebec)

Secretary of State (Multiculturalism) (Status of WWomen)
Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)

Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions)

Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) (Western
EconomicDiversification)

Secretary of State (Parks)
Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food)(Fisheriesand Oceans)
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to Minister of National Defence
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to Minister of Labour
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to Minister of Veterans Affairs
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to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs
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to Minister of National Revenue

to Solicitor General of Canada
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