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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, November 6, 1998

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers
GOVERNMENT ORDERS
® (1000)
[English]
JUDGESACT

Hon. Don Boudria (for the Minister of Justice) moved the
second reading of, and concurrence in, anendments made by the
Senate to Bill C-37, an act to amend the Judges Act and to make
consequential amendments to other acts.

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
Bill C-37, an act to amend the Judges Act, has come back to this
House with amendments from the other House. The Senate and the
Senate Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs
gave serious consideration to all aspects of this important bill and
heard from a number of witnesses who contributed a range of
perspectives on certain issues of concern to the Senate.

On behalf of the government and the Minister of Justice | want to
commend the senators for their diligent review of the issues. Here
is an example of the necessity of having a Senate to review House
legidation. According to this government the Senate did an
excellent job.

The key elements of Bill C-37 were passed by the Senate,
including important improvements to the judicial compensation
and benefits commission process, necessary increases to current
judicial salaries after years of salary freezes and a major expansion
of unified family courts in Canada.

However, the Senate proposed and passed two substantive
changes to Bill C-37 that relate to the definition of surviving
spouse and the mandate of the new judicia compensation and
benefits commission. The government is prepared to support these
amendments for the following reasons.

With respect to survivor benefits, the Senate did not pass the
provision in the hill relating to the change in definition of

surviving spouse to include common law spouses. The Scott
commission recommended that survivors' annuities be extended to
common law spouses “‘where legally appropriate’” .

® (1005)

However, the commission did not systematically review all of
the ramifications of extending the entitlement to survivors' annui-
ties. It was these ramifications that gave rise to concern and debate
at Senate committee.

| want to point out that no one disagrees with extending the
benefit to common law spouses. Rather, the issue that caused some
public debate and a lot of debate in the Senate is the method by
which this recognition is implemented.

[Translation]

In accepting the recommendation made by the Scott commis-
sion, the government had to consider its impact on specific cases,
including the formula to be used when there are two surviving
SpOoUSES.

In the public service sector, the solution chosen is to divide the
pension between the two surviving spouses. This is the approach
taken in the public service pension plan and in the pension plan for
members of Parliament and senators. We felt this was a reasonable
solution which ensured consistency with other federal pension
plans.

[English]

However, before the Senate committee there was much discus-
sion and disagreement on what was the best approach to be used in
this case.

After due consideration the Senate committee did not feel that
all of the issues had been sufficiently resolved and recommended
that the new judicial compensation and benefits commission take a
fresh look at the issue of judicia pensions and their treatment after
marriage breakdown.

The Senate also heard arguments which suggested that the
federal government has no constitutional authority to legislate over
survivors annuities.

It is important to indicate that the government’s concurrence in
this amendment is not to be taken as agreement with such a
suggestion. The federal government does have the clear authority
to deal with pension matters, including matters ancillary to the
creation and administration of those pensions. We do not accept



9944

COMMONSDEBATES

November 6, 1998

Government Orders

the argument that the government is acting outside of its jurisdic-
tion on this matter.

[Translation]

However, in light of the concerns expressed, we accept that it
would be useful to have the new judicial compensation and benefits
commission look at possible solutions for the specific case where
there are two surviving spouses.

The purpose of this commission is to remove the political
element in determining the benefits and compensation to be paid to
judges. The commission will hear the opinions of a number of
experts in pension plans and family law, and those of other
concerned parties, before making recommendations on a formula
for surviving spouses that is fair and consistent with the general
practices in the area of pensions.

[English]

The Senate also gave very careful consideration to and ultimate-
ly approved the new commission process in Bill C-37. However,
the Senate was of the view that the process would be further
strengthened by the inclusion of certain express statutory criteria
that would help define and clarify the scope of the mandate of the
new judicial compensation and benefits commission.

The Senate amendment will provide, in the statute, for objective
criteria that the commission must consider in reaching its recom-
mendations.

[Translation]

The objective criteria cited were the following: the state of
Canada's economy, including the cost of living, as well as the
government’s overall economic and financial situation; the role
played by the financia security of judges in maintaining judicial
independence; the need to recruit the best candidates for the bench;
and any other objective factor it deems pertinent.

® (1010)
[English]

As a matter of practice, the mandate letters of prior triennial
commissions have always specified express objective criteria that
should be considered.

For the government and the minister there was never any doubt
that this practice would continue. However, putting these criteria
into the statute will make it clear to everyone that objective criteria
will continue to be used in coming to recommendations on judicia
compensation.

Thisamendment will, therefore, reinforce the objective nature of
the mandate of the new judicial compensation and benefits com-
mission.

[Translation]

The Senate also proposed a number of technical amendments
regarding the wording of provisions in the bill, which do not

change its content but which clarify the original intention of the
bill. The government also supports these amendments.

In conclusion, the government isin favour of these amendments
to Bill C-37. Eliminating the definition of surviving spouse will
allow the new commission to examine al the options for recogniz-
ing common-law spouses and to make recommendations for a fair
and logical approach in cases where there are two surviving
SpOoUSES.

The inclusion of obligatory criteria will help to clarify the
mandate of the new judicial compensation and benefits commis-
sion and, as aresult, will enhance the credibility and independence
of this commission.

[English]

Bill C-37 will strengthen what is already one of the best judicial
systems in the world. The improvements to the judicial compensa-
tion process will ensure continued public confidence in the inde-
pendence of our judiciary.

The bill provides reasonable and fair compensation for our
judges consistent with the important role they play in protecting the
key values in our democratic society.

Increased judicial resources for unified family courts combined
with provincial commitment of support services will improve the
way our courts respond to families and children in crisis. The
increase in the number of court of appeal judges will improve
access to justice generally.

This bill will both enhance the independence of our courts and
improve access to justice. These are goas which | am sure all
Canadians support.

Mr. Chuck Cadman (Surrey North, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to debate the government’s concurrence motion on Senate
amendments to Bill C-37.

For the record, this is the second occasion | have had the
opportunity to state Reform’s opposition to this bill. Thisis a bill
which grants judges an unprecedented salary increase of 8.3% and
establishes a judicial compensation and benefits commission.

The officia opposition is grateful for the amendment put
forward by our colleague from Crowfoot. We are grateful that it
was supported and passed in this House during report stage of Bill
C-37.

The Reform amendment ensures that every four years the
Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights has the opportu-
nity to review the report of the commission on judges’ salaries and
benefits. This task will not be left solely to the Minister of Justice
as originaly contemplated by the government.

However, this amendment has not swayed our opposition to the
bill. It has simply made it more palatable. The Reform Party still
stands firmly opposed to Bill C-37.
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As stated repeatedly in this House during all stages of the hill,
other public servants and Canadians in general have not been
afforded the same wage increase as that granted to the judges by
Bill C-37. At atime when Canadian incomes continue to decline
we cannot support such an unprecedented hike in salary.

According to a June 10 Ottawa Citizen article, family incomes
are till dropping and as a result Canadians need to stretch the
family budget to keep aroof over their heads. While housing costs
eased during the first half of the decade, family income declined
even more. That nudged a proportion of Canadians who spend at
least 30% of their income on shelter to one in four households, or
almost 2.8 million households. These findings, released by Statis-
tics Canada, were derived from the 1996 census.

Another Citizen article, published on the same date, reveaed
that more and more two-parent families had both parents in the
workforce in 1996, while at the same time the number of children
left at home was increasing.

® (1015)

Statistics Canada reported that the overall lower income among
Canadians in 1996 was the reason both parents were being forced
into the labour market. Stats Canada has aso reported that the
majority of Canadian children, 4.8 million under the age of 15,
lived in two parent families in 1996. Of those children 60% had
both parents in the workforce, up from 43% in 1981.

In light of this information regarding the income of Canadians,
in good conscience the Reform Party cannot support the hill. In the
same vein we cannot support the government’s concurrence in the
Senate amendments.

| recognize the thorough job the Senate did in reviewing the bill
and the substantive amendments put forward by the upper house. In
particular | single out Liberal Senator Anne Cools for her diligent
efforts in revealing the inadequacies of the bill.

Senator Cools rightfully exposed the fact that Bill C-37 effec-
tively allows judges to set their own salaries and perks. In doing so
it sets up the possibility of there being a showdown between
parliament and the judiciary because it allows judges to appeal
parliament’s decision regarding a recommended salary increase in
the courts. Essentially judges could have the final say over whether
parliamentarians are giving them a sufficient raise.

Although former judicial pay commissioner David Scott has said
that it isunlikely judges would be setting their own salaries, he has
not ruled out the possibility of the judiciary challenging parlia-
ment’s response to the commission’s recommendations.

The judiciary would have to prove, however, in a court that the
refusal to increase sdaries or a decision to lower them was
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motivated by a wish to diminish the independence of judges. Mr.
Scott said that even if the judgeswon in such a case the court could
only declare parliament’s motion on the issue void, which may
result in a stalemate.

As pointed out by the Liberal senator this will:

—deprive Canadians of their undoubted constitutional right to the representative
assembly’s control over the public purse in respect of judicial saaries.

Clearly control of the public purse rests with parliament and not
with the judiciary. Section 100 of the 1867 Constitution Act states
in part:

The salaries, alowances and pensions of the judges... shall be fixed and provided
by the Parliament of Canada.

Clause 6 of Bill C-37 potentially abolishes the true parliamenta-
ry rolein the fixing of judges salaries. We must obviously question
why the Minister of Justice has bestowed such potentially wielding
powers on the judiciary in Bill C-37.

One can only surmise, and again | use the thoughts and words of
Senator Cools when she said:

Thereal intent (of Bill C-37) isto remove parliament from the process.... Thereis
a problem in that certain particular judges seem to crave a closeness to certain
individuals in the Department of Justice and are trying to cling, closer and closer, to
the executive rather than to parliament. In other words, honourable senators, what is
happening hereisthat 200 years of history are being turned on their head, and we are
being told in this judgment that, quite frankly, judges prefer their fate to be in the
hands of the executive rather than in the hands of parliament. It isamost curious and
interesting subject matter.

I will turn specifically to the amendments put forward by the
Senate. Amendments 1, 5, 6, 7 and 8 delete all the clauses referring
to two spouses. Bill C-37, as originaly drafted by the Department
of Justice, created alegal right for ajudge to have two spouses. The
two spouses clause was meant to deal with a circumstancein which
a married judge separates from his or her partner, moves into a
common law relationship with another person and then dies. Once
law, it would alow a judge to have both spouses, married and
common law, eligible for the lucrative pension payouts and divide
the money between them when the judge dies.

Additionally the common law spouse would collect the one time
payout of one-sixth of the judge's annual salary at the time of
death.

Former Supreme Court Justice Willard Estey has said that these
particular Bill C-37 amendments would give his former colleagues
on the bench the right to a kind of home-made harem. It would,
Estey said:

—effectively create two separate sets of family law—one for judges and one for
everyone else.

It has been well established that situations such as the one
contemplated in Bill C-37 are rare. One therefore must question
why such a clause was put in Bill C-37. Critics have suggested that
this clause was tailor made for Chief Justice LeSage who is
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separated from his wife and has resided for about one year with
Judge Lang. If Chief Justice LeSage were to die, the new amend-
ment would alow both Judge Lang and Mrs. LeSage to qualify as
his surviving spouses and share his pension.

® (1020)

As pointed out earlier, Senator Cools, as well as many others,
have surmised that Bill C-37 appears tailored to fit particular
individuals. Senator Cools said:

We have a situation in the country where certain individuals have access to the
legislative writing machine. That is bothersome.

This certainly is not the first time the government has tailor
made legislation. Previous amendments to the Judges Act
introduced during the last parliament under Bill C-42 set out terms
in which Canadian judges could participate in international activi-
ties, although it was never explicitly admitted by the government—
it was no secret—that those amendments to the Judges Act arose
due to the appointment of Madam Justice Louise Arbour to the
United Nations as prosecutor for the War Crimes Commission.

I commend the Senate and support those amendments eliminat-
ing thistailor made clause of Bill C-37, clauses which, as stated by
Senator Cools, *“script their sins into the laws of the nation”.

We do not support, however, Amendment No. 3 which adds
subclauses to clause 6 of Bill C-37. Clause 6 establishes the
judicial compensation and benefits commission. These subclauses
effectively expand the powers of the commission, powers which
were not contemplated or countenanced in the original bill. Specifi-
caly we take issue with section (1.1)(a) which reads:

In conducting its inquiry, the commission shall consider (a) the prevailing
economic conditions in Canada, including the cost of living, and the overal
economic and current financia position of the federal government.

What exactly does this mean? How expansive are the powers of
the commission? Does the reference to the current financial
position of the federal government mean the commission will have
the power to call the Minister of Finance before it to question him
on our financial status? If such powers are vested with the
commission, it is setting a dangerous precedent, a precedent the
official opposition cannot support.

During his appearance before the Senate committee reviewing
Bill C-37 former commission chairman David Scott clearly ques-
tioned statutorily defining criteria as proposed by the Senate. In
fact Mr. Scott went so far as to say:

| am not sure what the relevant criteria would be.... | am not saying that there
should not be any criteria, but once you start down the road of developing criteria,
you may create a monster.

Clearly the Senate’s amendment goes against the advice of the
former commissioner.

As stated earlier, the official opposition does not support the
government’s concurrence motion. Nor do we support any expan-
sion of the commission’s powers, powers which were not originally
contemplated by the government and the House.

A decision of the Supreme Court of Prince Edward Island forced
the federal government to establish a judicial compensation com-
mission. Bill C-37, as originally introduced, meets that lega
obligation. Senate Amendment No. 3 is therefore unnecessary.

| caution the government’s wisdom in accepting al the Senate
amendments, particularly given the expanded powers of the com-
mission which may involve additional time and travel for their
inquiries, time and travel which may cost additional expenditure of
funds that were not originally contemplated by the royal recom-
mendation of Bill C-37. | am not emphatically stating that thereisa
violation. | am simply raising a flag for the record.

In closing, | reiterate the Reform Party’s position. We stand
opposed to Senate Amendment No. 3. We stand opposed to the
outrageous salary increase for judges at a time when financial
pressures on Canadian families continue to increase as their quality
of life decreases.

It is incredible that we sit in this place in consideration of a
windfall increase in pay for judges while in my home province of
British Columbia public safety is being put at risk through reduced
law enforcement due to the gutting of RCMP budgets.

In my constituency a police car which sustains more than $4,000
damage is parked because there is no money to get it repaired.
There is not enough money to replace worn tires on patrol cars,
putting both police and public at risk. Store owners fear loss of
business as customers run a gauntlet of crack cocaine dealers
because police lack the money and resources to deal effectively
with them.

We stand opposed to the concurrence mation.

[Translation]

Mr. Richard Marceau (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure to rise today to speak to Bill C-37, as amended by the
Senate.

It is often said that what is clearly understood can be clearly
expressed. With this in mind, let me outline the Bloc Quebecois
position. We oppose Bill C-37. However, while the amendments
put forward by our brave colleagues in the Senate are a step in the
right direction, we think many more amendments would be re-
quired and much more work would have to be done on this bill
before the Bloc Quebecois could consider supporting it.

® (1025)

On October 22, the Senate made eight amendments to the bill.
We are opposed to the principle of raising federal judges salaries
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by approximately 13%, which is unacceptable to us in the Bloc
Quebecois, and that is why we oppose the bill.

On the other hand, we are in favour of establishing the Judicia
Benefits and Compensation Commission. We are also in favour of
the Senate amendments for the following reasons. a number of
these amendments would bring the French and English versions of
the bill more in line with one another, while one other amendment
clarifies the mandate of the commission being established by the
federal government.

This amendment explicitly sets out what we believe was the
implicit mandate of the Judicial Benefits and Compensation Com-
mission. In our view, these explicit criteria are positive and fair.

For the Bloc Quebecaois, the most crucial of these amendmentsis
the one deleting clause 1 of Bill C-37. Clause 1 defines the term
“surviving spouse’” and, for constitutional reasons, we are opposed
to the inclusion of surviving spouses in Bill C-37.

In this respect, we support the explanation given to the commit-
tee by Professor Jamie Cameron of Osgoode Hall. According to
Professor Cameron, while it is the responsibility of the federa
government to set benefits for federally appointed judges, the
provinces have a similar responsibility with respect to matrimonial
property and the division of assets in an estate.

Pensions are included in matrimonial property under family and
estate distribution law. This raises the question of whether the
federa government has jurisdiction to legislate the division of
estate assets by defining the expression ““surviving spouse’” and
with all the rights accorded subsequently in the bill according to the
definition of “surviving spouse”.

According to Ms. Cameron, and the Bloc Quebecois completely
supports this position, the federal government is encroaching on
provincia jurisdiction over matrimonial and estate property.

Accordingly, we support the amendments eliminating clause 1,
which defines ** surviving spouse” and the clauses pertaining to the
rights of surviving spouses.

The purpose of the hill is to amend the Judges Act in order to
increase judges salaries and to change the criteria governing
pension plan €ligibility. The bill also establishes the Judicial
Benefits and Compensation Commission.

Finally, the bill provides for more judges in appeal and unified
family courts. The bill is the Liberal government’s response to the
1995 triennial commission on judges' salaries and benefits, also
known as the Scott commission.

In 1981, Parliament provided for the creation of independent
commissions with amandate to confirm that the pay and benefits of
judges were sufficient in view of the importance of judicial
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independence and the unique role given judges by the Canadian
Constitution.

On September 18, 1997, in a reference regarding the remunera-
tion of provincial court justices in Prince Edward Island, which
pertained to the independence and impartiality of these justices, the
Supreme Court stressed the importance of these independent
commissions, which establish avital link between two government
powers: the executive and the judicial. The court also pointed out
the congtitutional obligation to set magistrates’ salaries.

The commission's recommendations are not binding on the
government, but the court judgment requires a reasonable and
public justification to be provided if the recommendations are
rejected, before a court of law if necessary.

The 1995 Scott Commission | have already referred to recom-
mended a progressive 8.3% increase, and the Liberal government
accepted that recommendation in its bill by proposing 4.1% yearly
for two years.

Moreover, in determining what was reasonable, the Scott Com-
mission acknowledged that a complex and broad range of factors
needed to be taken into consideration in determining the appropri-
ate pay level, including the need of pay levels capable of attracting
and retaining the most qualified candidates for the office of judge.

The report is based on the relationship between judges’ salaries
and those of lawyers in private practice, since this is the source of
most candidates for the office of judge.

Section 25 of the Judges Act calls for annual adjustments to
judges salaries based on the increase in the industrial aggregate,
up to a maximum of seven per cent.

® (1030)

Judges’ salarieswere frozen between December 1992 and March
31, 1997, under the Public Service Compensation Restraint Act.

Our objection to the Scott report is that it is based solely on
federal economic activity indicators, and not on the economic
sectors most heavily affected since the 1993 cuts. In our opinion,
the most fundamental question is whether we should be putting
books back into the schools and beds back into the hospitals, or
raising the salaries of high court judges already earning $155,800.
These are hardly starvation wages, after all.

To sum up the Bloc Quebecois' position on Bill C-37, we think
that the Liberal government has already achieved its zero deficit,
but we all know it did so on the backs of the provinces, unemployed
workers and the most disadvantaged members of our society.

The Minister of Justice may well want to reward judges by
increasing their salaries, but she would do better to persuade her
colleague, the Minister of Finance, to compensate the provinces
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for the cuts to hedth, welfare and post-secondary education
transfer payments.

The Bloc Quebecois puts other priorities ahead of raising judges
salaries. None of usisin any doubt that judges work hard, but they
are far from the only ones doing so.

It is for these reasons that the Bloc Quebecois is opposed to the
principle of increasing judges salaries. We are in favour of
creating an independent commission, but we cannot go along with
this lapse in solidarity and vision in an economic context where the
provinces have borne the brunt of the federal government’s fight to
eliminate the deficit.

Naturally, we have heard the government’s arguments that the
most competent lawyers must be attracted to the bench, and we
fully agree. But judges too are members of society, and as such
must take part in the collective effort. Even though the federa
deficit has been eliminated, the $500 billion debt is still hanging
over our heads.

Instead of increasing judges salaries, the government could
have given the money to the provinces to buy hospital beds and to
help the most disadvantaged members of our society.

The supplementary estimates tabled last Wednesday also indi-
cate that the Canadian unity group at Justice, one of whose
responsibilities is the reference to the Supreme Court, is costing
Canadian and Quebec taxpayers $700,000. Again, this money
could have paid for many hospital beds and many meals on the
tables of the most disadvantaged members of our society.

Today, therefore, | am calling on the Minister of Justice to
withdraw her bill and to use the money instead to compensate the
provinces for the unjust cuts they have suffered since this Liberal
government took office.

[English]

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to address the Senate amendments to Bill C-37.

| reviewed some of the comments that | made on behalf of my
party sometime ago when this bill wasfirst introduced. | compared
this piece of legidation to arecipe that my grandfather brought to
this country from Italy some time ago. | said that as much as my
grandfather would try to pass that recipe onto his children, when he
would taste the sauce he would say ““ You got a little bit of it right
and whole lot of it wrong”. | said that this bill was very similar to
that sauce.

The Senate has added a dash a salt but nothing particularly to
improve the flavour of this legislation. What remains tragic is that
with thislegislation there was an opportunity for the government to
address some fundamental issues.

I will pick up on the comments of my colleague from Charles-
bourg. He talked about cutbacks in the provinces. He talked about
hospital beds. He talked about the kinds of things that matter to
Canadians at a time when this government is determined that we
should give judges a substantial increase in their salaries.

| am not going to talk so much about hospital beds. | am going to
talk about the justice system and where those funds might be better
funnelled at a time of increasing demands on the courts, at atime
when we are looking at arole for victims to play in the courts, at a
time when crown prosecutors who have to enforce the laws are
finding their hands tied because of lack of resources, and at atime
when the RCMP and law enforcement agencies are finding their
budgets dashed.

® (1035)

When we are determining how the very sparse funds have to be
divided up, increasing the judges’ salary at this point in timewhen
this country has other problems is perhaps not the wisest and most
judicia, if you will, use of funds.

| sit on the custody and access committee. One complaint we
have heard continually is that when there isadispute in family law
it cannot be resolved for months because of the backlog in cases.
Thereis alack of legal aid availability for parties who are seeking
to bring their matters before the court. There is a lack of court
clerks. Thereisalack of all kinds of necessary instrumentsto bring
matters to court and to have them resolved quickly. When matters
are not resolved quickly before the courts, it results in increased
tension between the parties. The parties take mattersinto their own
hands and there is increased concern.

These funds might have been better spent in improving the
justice system in the provinces. That isin thefamily law courts. Let
us look at the criminal courts.

More and more powers are being delegated to provincial court
judges with fewer and fewer resources. Again this means longer
waiting times for court hearings. It does no good for the accused,
who lives under a cloud of suspicion while waiting for his or her
day in court. It does no good for the victim, who waits for months
and months in a system he or she never asked to end up in in the
first place.

The cuts to the provinces have resulted in increased waiting
times in both the criminal and family courts.

Also, as has been raised by this side of the House, the RCMP
training centre out west is being closed down. | am meeting with a
group of people in my own riding next Monday when the House is
down. Seniorsin my riding have been told that when they press an
alarm, it will only be responded to if the person pressing the alarm
can guarantee that there is a break and enter.



November 6, 1998

COMMONS DEBATES

9949

| practised criminal law for some time. It was a rare occasion
when one could say to the criminal breaking into the home “‘Hold
on for a minute while | call the police to confirm that you are
here. Would you take the phone and let the RCMP know that there
is a reason for them to come”. | do not blame the RCMP officers
for this. The redlity is that they do not have the resources to
respond unless they can be sure there is a crime taking place. At
the same time that this is happening, we are increasing the wages
for some of the wealthiest people in this country. | again question
whether that is the best use of resources.

There was also a golden opportunity, which | have spoken to the
Minister of Justice about, to review the method of appointment of
judges. The parliamentary secretary has said in support of some of
the Senate amendments that the criteria in terms of determining
judicial compensation ought to be accepted and it is something the
government looks favourably on. | would suggest we ought to
revamp the criteriafor the appointment of judges before we revamp
the criteria for increasing their salaries and determining whether
they ought to get it.

This country has some very good judges. | do not want to
diminish that for a moment. The late Justice Dickson was an
example of a fine judge. He moved this country forward in his
position as a supreme court justice. There are hundreds of good
judges in this country.

Every now and then we hear about an appointment to the court
that is simply a patronage appointment. It is well known certainly
on the east coast and in the province | come from that part of how
one gets to the judiciary is to make the right contributions to the
parties in power.

® (1040)

Just this summer there was an appointment of a judge to the
Supreme Court of Nova Scotia. Prior to her being a judge, she
started her career as alawyer and a keen organizer for the Liberal
Party. The reward for that was an appointment to the public utility
board in Nova Scotia which paid some $75,000 a year up until the
age of 75. This was a pretty nice plum and everybody thought she
was satisfied with that. Asit turned out, she was a classmate of the
Minister of Justice, | think the year behind. She was not too happy
on the utility board and found herself appointed to the supreme
court. That appointment met with considerable criticism in the
province. It was not the only one.

That is unfair to the judges who legitimately serve this country
well, who achieve their appointment on merit. We need to have a
discussion about this. | have indicated to the Minister of Justice
that there ought to be a subcommittee of the justice committee that
can explore and ensure a fair method of the appointment of the
judiciary. Citizens look to the judiciary in some ways to set the
moral standards of the country. They look to parliamentarians.
They look to people in authority.

Government Orders

Thisis atime when we are talking about youth crime and young
offenders who appear before judges. It is very difficult to present to
them the argument that the society we want them to participateinis
one that is fair and just if some of the very people they appear
before received their positions on the bench not because of their
understanding of criminal, family or contract law, but because of
their connections to particular parties. This was a missed opportu-
nity.

Some of the amendments that were put forward by members of
the justice committee from the Reform Party and the Bloc party
were good. It is too bad that the government could not have
supported them. It did support one of those amendments. The
amendment put forward by the Bloc which had to do with the actual
pay increase would have been well received. It is too bad that the
government did not choose to accept that in the same way it
accepted the amendments from the Senate.

Mr. Mark Muise (West Nova, PC): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to rise in the House today to speak on the Senate amendments to
Bill C-37, an act to amend the Judges Act and other consequential
acts.

It is nice to see the upper chamber bringing forth amendments
that we believe will only benefit this bill. Thisis further proof that
the other place continuesto play avital rolein Canadian politics. It
isalso proof that although the Liberal government likesto ram bills
through with little consultation, it does not aways work.

Nevertheless, our party is encouraged by the provisions con-
tained in Bill C-37. These amendments will improve the indepen-
dence, the objectivity and the effectiveness of the salary and
benefits commission process.

Clause 6 of the proposed amendments will for the most part
strengthen the judiciary. For example, the need to attract outstand-
ing candidates to the judiciary will not only enhance the credibility
of the judiciary but it will also enhance the process.

The Progressive Conservative Party is encouraged by the provi-
sions which make the appointments less bureaucratic and more
democratic.

This commission will consist of three people, of which one will
be appointed by the Minister of Justice. The other would be
appointed or nominated if you will, by the judiciary, while the chair
would be named by the two previously mentioned.

| stand by my remarks from last March when | first spoke on this
bill. | believed then as| do now that a better, more accountable way
of appointing people to this committee would be to enable the
Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights to nominate a
member to sit on the commission Such a process would not only
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improve the transparency, but it would also eliminate some of the
patronage that goes on during these appointments.

Asfor the deletion of section 45 of the act, the joint and survivor
provisions, it will rightfully entitle the respective provincial gov-
ernments to handle the salary and benefits situation as it relates to
spouses according to the province in which the judge respectfully
works.

An example of thisis in Quebec where common law marriages
are not recognized. Should Quebec judges be penalized for working
in Quebec? No, they certainly should not be. This amendment will
ensure equality for all judgesright acrossthe country asit relatesto
their place of work and residency.

® (1045)

By keeping central control in the confines of the provincial
government, we believe it is more practical to apply a case by case
process as it pertains to individua judges. Narrowing the scope
eliminates the possibility for difficulty and confusion down the
road. This legisation has invoked a great deal of passion and
provocative commentary within the House, and to some extend a
great deal of righteous indignation on the part of some.

It is important to focus on the role of judges and the important
tasks they are charged to perform. We have previously debated the
important question of the separation of power in society. My party
strongly believes judicial independence is the cornerstone of our
democracy. There is no question that we as parliamentarians may
not always agree with a court’s decision, but it is our job to respect
and uphold the system in place for the good of the country and the
citizens we represent.

However, it cannot be stated strongly enough or with enough
emotion the importance of having our judges remain independent
of the elected body. We as parliamentarians are elected as opposed
to appointed judges. A balance needs to be struck to eliminate the
practice of governments, in particular majority governments, using
heavy handed measures the judiciary is called to investigate.

My party is comfortable supporting the amendments brought
forth today because they give guidelines to the commission that
will ultimately strengthen the judiciary and present guidelines for
the way salaries are set. Furthermore, we believe in an independent
commission setting the judges' salaries. The provisions regarding
spousal pension benefits are nothing but beneficial to the law and
the process. Therefore | would ask that the other parties here today
agree to the amendments brought forth.

The Deputy Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. members: Question.

The Deputy Speaker: The question is on the motion. Is it the
pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Some hon. members. No.

The Deputy Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will

please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

The Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.

And more than five members having risen:

TheDeputy Speaker : Pursuant to Standing Order 45, thevoteis
deferred until Monday, November 16 at the ordinary time of
adjournment.

FIRST NATIONSLAND MANAGEMENT ACT

The House resumed from November 5 consideration of the
motion that Bill C-49, an act providing for the ratification and the
bringing into effect of the framework agreement on first nation
land management, be read the second time and referred to a
committee; and of the amendment.

Mr. Roy Bailey (Souris—M oose M ountain, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | will continue my delivery from yesterday. | was discussing
some of the many injustices that have taken place in the past. | will
deal specifically with the land claims agreement in Saskatchewan
and how it continues to fail daily in terms of the obligation of this
government. It drives the wedge, a feeling of inequality, between
rural Saskatchewan and this government. | am talking about a debt
owed by this government to the rural areas of Saskatchewan.

Let us go back 10 years.
® (1050)

A promise was made to the rural governments of Saskatchewan
that when the natives would acquire Indian land, the RMswould be
paid 22.5 times the assessment for the land taken out of the
assessment role.

In other words, the deal was that they would get 22.5 years of
taxes in lieu of services they provided. When this government
came into power, it changed this so that the rural municipalities of
Saskatchewan get a mere 5 years taxes.

That is an injustice. The debt owed to the RMs is owed by the
government and the people of Canada. It is a national debt.
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How does the government think that 200 or 300 people left in a
rural municipality can pick up the entire debt of losing 20% of the
assessment of their land forever? It has gone into reserve. The
RMs are not quarrelling about the acquisition of land. The quarrel
is with this government.

What happens to the remaining farmers in that area? They have
to have their taxes raised considerably in order to provide the same
services.

The previous minister of Indian affairs flatly refused to meet
with the del egation from Saskatchewan. | throw this question out to
the minister of Indian affairs now. Would that hon. member now, in
her new position, not meet a delegation from Saskatchewan hoping
to correct the unfair decision the government has made? That is key
to the survival of rural Saskatchewan.

When | want to have an understanding how my rural municipali-
ty is doing, | have the right to go down to the office, ask for a
financial statement and it would provide that for me.

Since King John was forced to sign the Magna Carta at Runny-
mede, we have progressed in the democratic way so that we have a
type of government, both at the municipal level right to the federal
level, in which Canadians are demanding they have accountability.

Aswe deal with the bill, why are we denying the right of fellow
Canadians, grassroots people who live on our native reserves, the
same type of accountability we have?

Would any one of us here want to turn back the hands of time to
an autocratic way of government? Would we want to go back to
even before this century where we did not have the necessities laid
out and spelled out of how we have to handle people’'s money?

| was 20 years on local government. What did we have to do? We
had to prepare a financial budget. When that was completed and
sent to asuperior government, which isthe province, we then every
year had to have an annual financia statement done by aregistered
auditor. That had to be returned.

Why are we trying to operate any differently in al of Canada
from the privileges that members of this House enjoy as citizens?
That is the big question. That is the question the bill does not
address.

If agroup of us want to go into business, there are guidelinesin
legidation, both federal and provincia, which require certain
things to take place. There are certain checks and balances.

Why would we not, as the senior government, the Government
of Canada, ask for the same procedures in business and account-
ability no matter where peoplelivein Canada? That isthe question.

Government Orders

We would not want to turn back the hands of time. | would not want
tolivein atown where | could not get information as to how my tax
dollars are being spent. | would not want to live in a municipality
where the reeve and the councillors made sure they did not have to
report to the people. Why are we accepting this? That is the big
question facing Canadians.

® (1055)

In Saskatchewan our local government did not have the right to
pass legislation which belonged to the province, just as the
province cannot contravene legislation that belongs to the federal
government. This is a problem facing all Canadians at this time.
When we say natives in Canada are to have a type of municipal
government, that simply is not true in the light of how we define
municipal government in Canada.

Let us be honest with Canadians. That is not true. With any
group of people given sovereign powerswithin aprovince, if that is
the intent of this legislation, we are creating something which our
grandchildren will have to dea with as we will have sovereign
areas in an area where sovereignty does not belong. How will we
handle this? What are we doing with the series of legislation bills
which will be forthcoming?

The peoplein northern B.C. today are voting on areferendum as
it relates to the Nisga a treaty. | am very much at home there. My
wife and | spent our first year of married life in a village with the
Nisga a people. We were both teachers there. Our roots go a long
way back. We note that there are positive and negative votes
coming in the referendum today. | got back to some of the people
still know there. They are saying they will vote against the treaty
because they want the sameright as | have as a Canadian citizen to
know exactly the amount of money coming in, how it is being spent
and how the distribution is taking place.

Can this House not honestly say that we must not deny the
grassroots people the same rights we have fought for in two world
wars, that we have fought for through the ages since the Magna
Carta in having reliable, honest and open government?

It is time for us not to proceed any further in land negotiations.
While | admit we are not arguing in Saskatchewan that the land
belongs to them, everybody admits that, what | am saying is that
we have to—

The Speaker: | hate to interrupt you in midstream. You still
have over five minutes and if you wish to resume after question
period, you will be recognized at that time.

Asitis11 o' clock wewill now move to Statements by Members.
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STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS DR. HARPAL S. BUTTAR
i Mr. Eugene Bellemare (Carleton—Gloucester, Lib.): Mr.
[English] Speaker, it iswith pleasure that | recognize the scientific talent and

ISLAND OF KOS

Mr. John Cannis (Scarborough Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it
is with pleasure that | rise today to welcome a delegation from the
Island of Kos in Greece.

Each year individuals whose roots stem from the Island of Kos
gather to exchange ideas and put forth suggestions with a notion of
making our world a better and safer place to live in.

This year they chose Canada. They have visited Quebec. They
are now with us in the capital and will be in Toronto later on.

The Idland of Kos historically is known as the birthplace of
Hippocrates, the father of modern medicine. The delegation is lead
by the three mayors of the island: the Mayor of Kos, Mr. Konstan-
dinos Kaisarlis, his Deputy Mayor, Mr. loannis Vogiazis; the
Mayor of Pili and Asfendou, Mr. Vasilis Hatziakoumis; and the
Mayor of Antimachia, Kardamena, and Kefalo, Mr. Konstandinos
Papanikolaou.

® (1100)

My paternal grandfather was born in Pili on the island of Kos
and for me it is indeed an honour that | have the opportunity to
welcome this delegation here today.

| say on behaf of yourself, Mr. Speaker, and al of my
colleagues, welcome to Canada, kalos ilthate.

* Kk %

TERRORISTS

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, recent-
ly CSISdirector Ward Elcock sounded a distressing alarm. Appear-
ing before a Senate committee, director Elcock stated that Canada
was home to more terrorist organizations than any country in the
world except the United States. Our reputation as a peaceful,
constructive world player is at stake.

Just today we hear of a trained Iranian assassin who has been
living in our country as arefugee since 1991. Thereis also areport
that two Canadians are being tried for the murder of the founder of
Bangladesh. One wonders how they became Canadians in the first
place.

CSIS reports that there are currently over 50 organizations and
350 individuals under investigation for suspected terrorist links.

The most effective counter-terrorism measure we can take is to
keep terrorists out of the country and to remove those who are
already in Canada.

| call upon the government to give CSIS all the tools it needs to
ensure we do not become a haven for terrorists.

achievement of one of my constituents.

Dr. Harpa S. Buittar, a scientist working for Health Canada, was
recently selected by the International Federation of Teratology
Societies to become a member of an international committee
responsible for harmonizing the descriptive and comprehensive
glossary of common human malformations.

As the only Canadian scientist on this prestigious international
committee, composed of eminent scientists and pediatricians from
around theworld, | would like to congratulate Dr. Buttar for having
been recognized around the world for his scientific achievements.

CANADIANFILM CENTRE LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Ms. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul’s, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the establishment of the Canadian Film Centre
Lifetime Achievement Award as part of its 10th anniversary
celebrations. This biennia award will honour an individual who
has made a significant contribution to the art of film, television or
new media and who has served the community as an outstanding
leader and humanitarian.

On Monday, November 9 the first Canadian Film Centre Life-
time Achievement Award will be presented by His Excellency the
Governor General to director Norman Jewison in recognition of his
remarkable film career, including five Oscar nominated films, his
extraordinary contribution to developing and advancing emerging
Canadian film talent through the creation of the Canadian Film
Centre and his generous spirit of giving through the Norman and
Margaret Jewison Charitable Foundation.

When the Canadian Film Centre opened in 1988 Mr. Jewison
remarked: *‘ Film has become the literature of this generation. With
the current explosion in global communications, Canada's cultural
distinction and survival depends on its ability to master the
medium and command a place on the screens of the world”.

| am pleased to rise today to congratulate Mr. Jewison on his
award.

THE PARLIAMENT OF CANADA

Mr. Reg Alcock (Winnipeg South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today is
the anniversary of the first session of parliament. On November 6,
1867 a process began which has made Canada one of the greatest
democracies in the world.
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Working together, debating policies, making laws, holding the
government accountable for its actions, challenging orthodoxy and
defending rights, each of those who came before us has played
a part in the building of a truly extraordinary country.

[Translation]

A country founded on mutual respect, a country flexible enough
to accept al differences, a country that draws its strength from its
diversity, acountry that has transformed this diversity into a model
for the entire world.

[English]

Over the past 131 years, thousands of Canadians have passed
through this House and we who are now passing through must
continue this work in progress. We must continue to show the rest
of the world that a diverse people can work together.

* Kk %

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr. Roy Bailey (Souris—M oose Mountain, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, next Wednesday, November 11, Canadians will pause to honour
the men and women who fought so bravely to defend Canada and
thus preserve our democratic heritage.

| call on al Canadians to remember the sacrifices of our
Canadian native soldiers who fought shoulder to shoulder with
other soldiers from coast to coast.

Following the war our native Canadian soldiers were denied the
recognition and many benefits paid to other veterans. Thisis a sad
and shameful chapter in our military history.

Timeisrunning out. | call upon this government to immediately
deal with this national injustice.

* % *
® (1105)

THE NISGA’A AGREEMENT

Ms. Sophia Leung (Vancouver Kingsway, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
today is a very important day. The Nisga a people are beginning to
vote on an issue which they have pursued with determination and
honour for over a century, the Nisga a final agreement.

My colleague, the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, is currently in northern British Columbia meeting
with students, business and community leaders to discuss the
importance of the Nisga a agreement.

The treaty-making process in B.C. is a modern approach to
reflecting aborigina rights that are protected in the Constitution. It
also reaffirms the government’s commitment to the inherent right
of self-government, working in partnership to strengthen the

S0.31

relationship between aboriginal and non-aboriginal peoplein Cana-
da

On behaf of the Government of Canadal extend my best wishes
as they go through this historic—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Jonquiére.

* % *
[Translation]

SEMAINE MONDIALE DE LA MARIONNETTE

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker, la
Semaine mondiale de la marionnette, or world puppet week, an
important event that is held every two years in Jonquiere, was
richly honoured recently when it won nearly a quarter of the La
touche magique prizes at the 1998 Sommet des festivals et
attractions du Québec. The prizes were won in the category of
posters and printed material, and a specia jury prize was awarded
in the television advertising category.

The Bloc Quebecois would like to pay tribute to the work of
Jocelyn Robert, the director general of la Semaine mondiale de la
marionnette, and of his close assistants: Sonia Lamontagne, who
has been responsible for festival communications since 1994, the
Groupe Vision Design and its graphic artist, Marc Gauthier, who
designed the 1998 image, and Sébastien Pilote, who produced the
TV advertising.

The awards won by the Semaine mondiale de la marionnette
testify to the quality and dynamism of this organization in the
riding of Jonquiére. Its successes—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Gatineau.

* k* %

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr. Mark Assad (Gatineau, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this weekend,
and more specifically on November 11, we have a duty to pay
tribute to those who gave their lives and those who came back from
war to build the country.

We are the heirs to the courage and determination of all
Canadianswho defended the values of peace and harmony through-
out the world in the Korean War and in the two world wars. It falls
to usto honour their memory and to keep alive the memory of their
accomplishments.

On Remembrance Day, we tell veterans and their families once
again how much we owe them for what they passed on to us.

* k% *
[English]
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
aboriginal people are speaking up. The First Perspective newspa
per recently asked readers on-line “Do you trust your chief and
council ?”
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They received numerous hits with the following results: yes,
13.6%; no, 77.3%; and maybe, 9.1%. The comments are even
more illuminating. One example: ““At first it was the white man
giving us the shaft, and we could point our fingers at them and
feel superior. But lo and behold, look behind you. Our own
backyard seems to be gathering quite a bit of political garbage”.

An aboriginal lady recently told me “When the business suits
talk to us now, al that has changed is that there is brown skin in
them instead of white”.

The government has spent a lot of money to enhance the lives
and circumstances of people on the reserves. Look at the result.
The people most in need are still waiting.

Grassroots native people are fed up with mismanagement by
their leaders. This must stop. The Liberal government must ensure
accountable leadership which meets the needs of al people on
reserves, not just the chiefs and band councils.

[Translation]

JOB CREATION IN QUEBEC

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, once again the Liberal prophets of doom across the
country must be blushing.

Statistics Canada announced this morning that the unemploy-
ment rate in Quebec has dropped once again, and is now under the
10% level for the first time since September 1990. The good
management of the Parti Quebecois has resulted in the best
performance of the decade.

According to some people, having a federalist government in
power would enhance the growth of employment, but that is not
what the figures show.

From 1985 to 1994, the Liberals have done nothing but increase
the unemployment rate in Quebec faster than the rate for the rest of
Canada. The situation was only reversed once the Parti Quebecois
came to office in 1994.

® (1110)

We have had enough demagoguery from the Liberals. Quebec is
gradually recovering from the ravages caused by a submissive
federalist government.

This coming November 30, the people of Quebec will show their
confidence in a government that can stand up for itself.

JACQUESPARIZEAU

Mr. Denis Coderre (Bourassa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, faithful
soldier that heis, Jacques Parizeau makes it clear: the separation of
Quebec remains the top priority of a separatist government.

Faithful soldier that he is, Jacques Parizeau does not like to see
Lucien Bouchard artfully dodge the referendum question.

Faithful soldier Jacques Parizeau reminds Quebeckers that the
ultimate objective of the Parti Quebecois is to separate Quebec
from the rest of Canada

For this faithful soldier, a vote for the PQ is a vote for the
separation of Quebec from the rest of Canada.

Thank you, faithful Jacques Parizeau, whose candour gives us
every reason to vote Liberal on November 30.

* * %

FRANCOPHONE AND ACADIAN COMMUNITIES

Ms. Alexa McDonough (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, linguis-
tic duality is a value that has deep roots in all parts of the country.

The francophone and Acadian communities symbolize these
roots. For too long, these communities relied only on their vitality
to grow.

The Officia Languages Act made them grow faster. These
communities have given themselves strong institutions. But the
Liberals have cut funding for francophone organizations by 40%.

The Liberals can no longer ignore their obligations. They must
reinvest to ensure the development of Canada's francophone and
Acadian communities.

ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN QUEBEC

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the leader of the Parti Quebecois has had yet another
change of heart.

He now agrees to return to the federal-provincial negotiating
table to entrench in the Constitution the right to opt out with full
compensation with respect to the social union pact made by the
provinces.

How baffling, given that it is well known that separation is PQ
leader Lucien Bouchard's top priority. Such expediency on the part
of a leader who slurps at everyone's trough. How stylish of
someone who boasts about knowing where he is going.

Let us be clear: avote for the Parti Quebecoisistruly avote for
Quebec’s separation from the rest of Canada, a vote for another
referendum.
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[English]

CANADIAN FARMERS

Mr. Mark Muise (West Nova, PC): Mr. Speaker, farmers in
West Nova are experiencing a second consecutive year of drought
conditions. Records from the towns of Kentville and Greenwood
indicate that rainfall was roughly 100 millimetres less than normal
summer precipitation.

First cut yields of hay were down 50% and in many cases second
yield was non-existent. These poor yields have resulted in econom-
ic hardship for our farming community. Many farmers will have to
re-seed in 1999 to produce new growth. The cost of purchasing hay
has skyrocketed because of this increased demand.

The recent closure of the Middleton grain elevator has left beef
producers without access to a vital facility they use for drying and
storing grain. These hardships have forced many producers to cull
and sell calves that would normally be replacements. In extreme
cases producers have been forced to sell out.

We can ill-afford to lose another farmer in my constituency. It is
time for the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food to recognize the
severity of this drought and immediately provide assistance to
those most in need.

[Translation]

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr. Paul Mercier (Terrebonne—Blainville, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
on November 11, 1918, at 11 am., armistice was sounded along the
hundreds of kilometres of trenches in France and Belgium separat-
ing the two enemy camps.

As they came out of the mud where they had been living for 50
months, millions of men, thousands of whom were Canadians and
Quebeckers, breathed the fresh air of the fields without fearing they
had drawn their last breath.

Then, in millions of homes, millions of women, including the
woman that would become my mother, could watch the postman
arrive without fearing he was bringing the fatal missive “ Your
husband, your fiancé, your son, died in combat”.

These men returning from hell were convinced this war was the
last. However, much later, they were to see some of their sons
descend in turn into hell between 1939 and 1945, others in Korea,
all defending the same causes—freedom and democracy.

May we never forget or let our children forget that what we take
so much for granted, like the air we breathe, we owe to the sacrifice
of these men and women.

Oral Questions
[English]

UNEMPLOYMENT

Mr. Janko Peri¢ (Cambridge, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this morning
Statistics Canada issued its labour force survey for October,
showing a 2.3% increase in employment. This brings the unem-
ployment rate down to 8.1%, its lowest level in eight years.

® (1115)

New jobs were created in the manufacturing, construction,
hedth and social services, financia, insurance, real estate, trans-
portation, storage and communications sectors.

These latest numbers prove that the Liberal government’s fiscal
and economic policies are working for the benefit of all Canadians.

* * %

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, Port
Saxon in Shelburne County will lose 25 jobsin December this year
when Acadia Seaplants relocates to Cornwallis Park. This reloca-
tion is occurring because of a $1 million loan from the federally
funded Cornwallis Park development and a $750,000 interest free
loan from ACOA.

When the new plant is operational it will create 32 jobs.
However, 25 jobs are already in Shelburne County so the net gain
of jobs is only 7. This is a wrong approach to job creation.

It is worth stating that the cost of these seven jobs is $1.7
million. Surely thisis not agood investment. Plusthe loss of the 25
jobs in Port Saxon, Shelburne County, is a serious blow to the
economy of Shelburne County as the economy is aready reeling
and has been ravaged by the downturn in the ground fishery.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[English]

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the Prime Minister is gouging Canadians by overcharging them
$350 a year in employment insurance taxes. He is slapping
businesses with $500 in extra taxes per year per worker, but the real
stunner is that he did not even know if he had been paying that
same El tax himself for the past 35 years.

If men are from Mars and women are from Venus, just which
planet is the Prime Minister from? Would it be Pluto?
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The Speaker: | do not know what that has to do with industry,
but if the hon. parliamentary secretary wishes to address himself
to the comment | will let him.

Mr. Tony Valeri (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | remind the House that the hon.
member who asked the question does not pay El premiums either.
As far as what planet, | am not sure the question came from
anywhere in this stratosphere.

Let me deal with the facts. Since 1994 each and every year we
have reduced El premiums. Our payroll premiums are lower than
those in the United States, our largest trading partner. We will
continue this debate. No decisions have been made. We will
continue to focus on Canadian priorities.

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
| was awarethat | was not paying El premiums. | would have hoped
that the Prime Minister of the country would have known the same
thing.

The Canadian Federation of Independent Business, the Canadian
Manufacturers' Association and the Retail Council of Canada all
say that the Prime Minister's extra El tax is killing jobs.

Could the Prime Minister or any member of the government
name one small business in the country that wants to pay an extra
$500 per employee per year?

Mr. Tony Valeri (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | will continue to say that we will
reflect Canadian priorities. The El question is part of that mix.

When Canadians come before the finance committee in the
prebudget consultations they ask us to take a balanced approach.
They ask us to invest in Canadian priorities. They ask us to deal
with the tax system we have in the country. They ask usto reinvest
in health care.

If what the hon. member is actually advocating is for us to
completely reduce El premiums, as he is requesting, he is really
telling usto go back into deficit, and the government will not do it.

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
it is quite clear that Canadians are being overcharged with their El
premiums. That is the point we are trying to get across to the
government.

Canadian workers are being overcharged by $350 per year and
businesses by $500 per year per employee. It is a very simple
question that we keep asking and do not get an answer from the
government.

Why will the government not consider giving the money back to
the people it belongs to, hard working Canadians?

Mr. Tony Valeri (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | guess | should aso remind the hon.
member that the Reform platform isto give the premiums back
just to employers. What about the workers?

® (1120)

If we are talking about this mix, if we talk about providing what
is best for Canadians and if we are talking about the best bang for
our buck, let us not forget that 14 million Canadians benefit from
any personal income tax cut. Only eight million Canadians would
benefit from an employment insurance cut.

If what we are talking about what is best for Canada, we will
continue that debate.

Mr. Paul Forseth (New Westminster—Coquitlam—Bur naby,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, every year the finance minister meets with the
Employment Insurance Commission in mid-November to set em-
ployment rates for the next year. Businesses need some time to
adjust to the new tax levels.

Why is the minister’s announcement of rates now delayed well
into December?

Mr. Tony Valeri (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, once again the Reform Party hasit all
wrong. The more | stand in the House, the more | wish we could do
something about its research staff.

The Minister of Finance does not meet with the EI commission-
ers regarding the setting of El premiums. He has never met with
them, has no meeting planned with them and has no intention of
meeting with them.

Mr. Paul Forseth (New Westminster—Coquitlam—Bur naby,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, concerning El premiums, the government
obviously takes far too much at this time for the reasonable future
of the plan. Now he will make business spend Christmas worrying
about Scrooge, always paying and never getting anything back.

| would ask for amore complete answer. Why isthere adelay in
the announcement of the rates? Why does he hurt business planning
to serve a political agenda? | ask him to justify the choice of one
over the other.

Mr. Tony Valeri (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | guess we should also look at the
bigger picture. The unemployment rate announced this morning
was 8.1%. The job grouth pace for the first 10 monthsis outpacing
the first 10 months of last year. We have numbers that are
improving. Canadians are back to work and they are full time jobs.

While the hon. member wants to continue to talk about thisissue
to advance his own political perspective, we are working for
Canadians.
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[Translation]

HEALTH CARE

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, the Minister of Health admits that needs are great throughout the
country and is beginning to understand that it is high time he gave
the provinces back the money he cut in the health sector, particular-
ly now that his colleague, the Minister of Finance, has a surplus
that has reached $8 hillion only five months into the fiscal year.

Would the minister confirm that the scenario he has in mind is
one in which the federal government would place conditions on
funding to the provinces, telling them how it is to be spent?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, we have said repeatedly that, in working with the
provinces, we were going to respect their jurisdictions and priori-
ties.

| would add that, with respect to the Canada social transfer, the
principal transfer payment to the provinces, the province receiving
the most per capita is Quebec.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Hon. Stéphane Dion: We are very glad to have afair federation
that tries to help provinces in difficulty. However, one of the
reasons Quebec finds itself in that situation is the political uncer-
tainty hanging over it—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Hon. Stéphane Dion: —an uncertainty we hope Quebeckers
will very soon leave behind.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, given that the proceedings are being televised, one might
wonder whether the minister is not delivering a paid political
announcement.

The minister's answer is far from reassuring. He talks about
partnership. He says he will respect provincial jurisdiction, but we
know what the government is up to. It wants the provinces to do
what it says, and no questions asked. A look at Quebec’s unem-
ployment rates today will show that Quebec isfar from being badly
governed.

What right does the federal government have to impose its
priorities in the health sector, when its cuts have been so deep asto
make its funding insignificant?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, it is not insignificant that Quebec's transfer payment
is 9% higher per capita than that received by the average province.

Oral Questions

| hope that this can be turned around and that, one day, we will
receive less than the average. That will prove that we have left
behind a situation that is a huge drain on our economy, a situation
of political uncertainty that we do not need, because most of usin
Quebec want to remain in Canada.

® (1125)

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, in 1994 the federal government’s transfer payments were
the equivalent of $678 per capita. Four years|ater, the figureisonly
$386. When it comes to being the great protector of health care, we
have seen better.

My question is for the Minister of Health. What credibility can
there be when a minister wants to impose conditions on any
additional funding for health care, when al that anyone wantsisfor
transfer payments to be restored to the level they were at before he
started slashing them?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member for giving me the opportuni-
ty to provide the current figures. In both cash and tax points, each
Quebecker receives $925.40 through the Canada socid transfer.
The average per capita across Canadais $848.70, so each Quebeck-
er in fact is getting 9% more than the average.

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, this week the minister told us that a Liberal caucus
committee was |ooking into various options which would allow the
federal government to re-invest in health. | find that far from
reassuring.

In this area, as in many others, this government’s main concern
isnot what is best for patients, but what givesit the most visibility.
How can it justify putting the effort to get the maple leaf onto as
many cheques as possible ahead of those who are sick?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the hon. member will be hard put to find a more
decentralized federation than Canada, particularly in this area. If
she looks at other federations, she will see how much the other
federal governments intervene in the health field, compared to
Canada.

Our goal is to ensure that Canadians have quality health care in
every part of Canada. | would also like to say that, since the hon.
member is speaking of situations that worry her, what we find
worrisome is the situation in Quebec, where the PQ government
has cut health expenditures by 1% between 1994-95 and 1998-99,
while the other provinces have raised them by 8.6%.

Yet the federal government has done everything it can to help the
Government of Quebec.
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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Ms. AlexaM cDonough (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, today the
Nisga abegin voting on their historic agreement. The Liberal Party
of British Columbia and Reform Party members have done every-
thing within their power to scuttle this agreement.

We have seen impressive leadership from the Nisga'a them-
selves and from the Premier of British Columbia, but the Prime
Minister's silence has been deafening, his absence conspicuous.

Does the Prime Minister have any intention of providing leader-
ship in building, understanding and support for this—

The Speaker: The hon. the leader of the government in the
House.

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is quite wrong
when she makes such allegations. She knows perfectly well the
commitment of the federal government, of the Prime Minister, of
the entire cabinet and of the Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development who is herself in British Columbia discuss-
ing these very important issues.

We al want the Nisga a people to be able to go through this
process over the next couple of days and to come up with the
answer that will be theirs. Hopefully we as Canadians will all be
behind them as they march through this journey.

Ms. Alexa McDonough (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
Nisga a agreement was signed on August 4. The Prime Minister
chose to be absent. We have scarcely heard a word since from the
Prime Minister.

Surely the Prime Minister recognizes that the misinformation of
the B.C. Liberals and the Reformers deserves and demands to be
countered. Can we count on the Prime Minister to provide the
leadership that is very much needed?

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | will compare the commitment
of the Prime Minister, his attendance, his presence and his overall
workload to the hon. member across the way and three or four of
her colleagues at once.

He has done more as aformer minister of Indian affairsand as a
Prime Minister in his commitment through the bills that are now
before the House of Commons, and everything we have done, than
the hon. member across the way will ever do in three lifetimes.

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Rick Borotsik (Brandon—Souris, PC): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food said on February 9, 1993 in
the House:

GRIP and NISA, which are long term safety net programs, are being tried and are
being worked with. So far in many areas they have been insufficient. They have been
a disappointment to the farmers and the industry.

® (1130)

The minister said then that GRIP and NISA were not enough. Is
the minister now saying that NISA without GRIP is going to be
enough to get farmers through this crisis in agriculture?

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | had a meeting with al the provincia
governments and farm leaders on Wednesday of this week. The
message was very clear. | will be taking the message to my cabinet
colleagues that the NISA program, the crop insurance program, in
an dteration of what the member’'s government put in which was
GRIP which is gone except in one province, that we recognize we
have some tools there for assistance and farm income and we need
to review that. We are reviewing it. We will work the best we can
with our partners in the industry in this respect.

Mr. Rick Borotsik (Brandon—Souris, PC): Mr. Speaker, the
reason GRIP is gone isthat this Liberal government did away with
it in 1995. Rather than doing away with it, the Liberals could have
modified the program to have it become trade friendly but they did
not. Once again they gave agriculture short shrift.

The Canadian Federation of Agriculture has a proposal. In my
estimation it basically is GRIP the sequel. Isthe minister willing to
support the CFA’s proposal in principle now so that we will be able
to have something in place by the end of this year?

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | gave my commitment the other day to work
with the provincial governments and the industry to do al we
possibly can to turn every stone possible.

| suggest that the member check Hansard. When | made those
comments in standing committee, | said that GRIP was not the
program. He is right. The provinces verified that because with the
exception of one province the program that his government put in
place is gone at the wishes of the provinces. | was proven to be
correct.

Mr. Howard Hilstrom (Selkirk—Interlake, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, what we hear from this agriculture minister is al talk and no
action.
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In the 1993 red book the Liberals promised to reduce input costs
to make farming more profitable. Yet the agriculture minister
continues to take $138 million out in cost recovery taxes.

Will the agriculture minister finally keep his 1993 promise and
quit bleeding our farmers with unfair taxes today?

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member and his party keep talking
about lowering taxes. They do not seem to redlize that we have
lowered taxes. Those members should also realize that the problem
is that we have a number of farmers who are not able to pay any
taxes at al. How would they wish to address that?

We are working to address this to strengthen their industry and to
strengthen their safety net. The other thing | would like to remind
the hon. member is that in the third quarter of 1998, farm input
prices went down.

Mr. Cliff Breitkreuz (Yellowhead, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the fact
isthat this Liberal government has not lowered taxes; it has raised
taxes by billions.

Canadian farmers are trapped in a net farm income crunch.
Unfair trade practices and foreign subsidies are bringing farmersto
their knees.

On Wednesday on CTV news, the minister of agriculture stated
““You cannot plan for thistype of thing". That quote came from the
minister after most commodity prices have been dropping like
loonies.

What does the minister mean you cannot plan? Most people
plan. Farmers plan. The minister is a farmer—

The Speaker: The hon. minister of agriculture.

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the safety net system that was there was
designed with the best intentions of the federal government, the
provincia governments and the agricultural industry.

We have a situation now of world commodity prices that are
lower than anybody predicted. Right now, the prices of some
commodities in Canada to producers are the lowest they have been
in over 25 years. That is why we are working with the provincia
governments, the industry and all of our officials to do al we
possibly can, to turn every stone we possibly can to make sure that
not only the tools that are there now—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Charlesbourg.
[Translation]

APEC INQUIRY

Mr. Richard Marceau (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, there
has been a new development in the Liberal’s APEC fiasco.

Oral Questions

After rising in this House and swearing on his honour that he was
telling the truth, the member for Palliser stated under oath in an
affidavit that he stands by his side of the story.

® (1135)

Since this affidavit shows that he prejudged the outcome of the
inquiry conducted by the RCMP public complaints commission,
what is the Solicitor General waiting for to resign?

[English]

Hon. Andy Scott (Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | have spoken to this many times in the House. It is
important to remind everyone that the complaints commission is
initiated by the complainants. They deserve to have their day. That
is the reason the government is supporting the continuance of the
public complaints commission because to do otherwise would be
undue and unfortunate political interference.

[Translation]

Mr. Richard Marceau (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
Solicitor General should stop playing this cat and mouse game. He
is in a tighter spot than ever.

The hon. member for Palliser accused him under oath of having
prejudged the outcome of the APEC inquiry, and he will not

respond.

Since obviously the Solicitor General is unable to rebut what the
member for Palliser said in his affidavit, was is he waiting for to
resign?

[English]

Hon. Andy Scott (Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, as | have said, | have spoken to this many, many times. |
believe | made this statement on October 6 in the House. My
statement was supported by the person to whom | was speaking. |
stand by that statement.

LUMBER INDUSTRY

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver |sland North, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, 45% of theforest workerson the B.C. coast are now out of work.
Forest companies are caught between high costs and a softwood
lumber agreement that creates an inability to ship lumber to the
United States. Whileindustry ison the canvasit is getting kicked in
the dats by Greenpeace and other organizations that raise money in
other countries in order to arrange boycotts of Canadian forest
products.

The Department of Natural Resources has $10 million desig-
nated for—

The Speaker: If the parliamentary secretary wants to address
the comment, he may.
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Mr. Gerry Byrne (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am not sure of the full
context of the question. A statement was made so | will answer
it with a simple statement.

Canada has one of the best forest practice management systems
inall theworld. It is protecting our forest industry and it is making
sure we have credible good markets to rely on. Canadian forest
practices are among the best in the world. That ensures we have
export markets. Those are the kinds of things that Canada is doing
exceptionally well in protecting our forest industry.

Mr. Gurmant Grewal (Surrey Central, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
every day B.C. loses many jobs due to the closure of lumber mills.
This is driving B.C. into a recession. This do nothing Liberal
government caved in to the U.S. when it negotiated the softwood
lumber agreement. Will the government fix the quota system or
will it continue watching the British Columbia lumber industry
being hit with two by fours?

Mr. Gerry Byrne (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Canada entered into
agreements with several countries with regard to trade practices, in
particular the softwood lumber agreement.

What is happening in the B.C. forest industry, especiadly the
coastal industry is that exporters that rely on Asian markets in
particular and who in many instances do not rely on American
markets are now feeling the pinch of the Asian flu. That is severely
restricting their export capability but they are expanding and
moving forward with new markets. The Canadian industry is
probably the most buoyant and the most competent in developing
those types of markets.

[Translation]

ICE BREAKING IN PORTS

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—M ontmorency—Cote-de-
Beaupré—Ille-d'Orléans, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Coast Guard is
collecting 80% of ice breaking charges in the entire eastern part of
Canada from users of St. Lawrence ports, whereas they use only
33.7% of services, even if Newfoundland's access to the St.
Lawrence is included.

My question is for the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans. How
can the minister be trying to convince the industry of his desire to
inaugurate a user-pay principle, when his policy is to have those
using 33.7% of services bear 80% of costs?

® (1140)
[English]

Mr. Wayne Easter (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Fisheriesand Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as was the case aweek
ago, the member opposite cannot seem to understand this issue.

Canadian taxpayers are paying 82% of the costs of ice breaking.
We do have a cost recovery program in place. The industry is
benefiting extensively by that.

Aswell the member should know that thereis a so flood control
within the region by the coast guard. He is not talking about that.
As well when a ship comes to the St. Lawrence—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Beauport—M ontmorency—
Cote-de-Beaupré—Ile-d’ Orléans.

[Translation]

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—M ontmorency—Cote-de-
Beaupré—Ile-d'Orléans, BQ): Mr. Speaker, obviously the parlia-
mentary secretary does not know what heistaking about. | will try
putting it a different way.

By imposing on the users of Quebec’s ports an unfair financial
burden which is being used to meet a portion of the ice breaking
costs for the ports in the maritimes, does the Minister realize heis
seriously compromising not just the development of a number of
St. Lawrence ports, but their very survival aswell? Does he realize
this?

[English]

Mr. Wayne Easter (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, far from it. As | said
earlier, 82% of the cost is covered by the Canadian taxpayer. The
member opposite should be thanking us for that support.

In terms of the ports, there were four years of consultation on
this issue. There is strong support from the port community in
terms of what we are doing.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Derrek Konrad (Prince Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, on
September 29 the Minister of Health assured the House that a
sewage problem at the home of Mrs. Geraldine Smoke of the
Dakota Plains reserve had been fixed. Mr. Rogers of Health Canada
stated that as of November 2 the problem had not been fixed.

Why did the minister say that the problem was fixed when it was
not? When is he going to fix the problem for thisill and elderly
woman?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let
me fill the member in on the facts.
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Health Canada investigated the original complaint. A site visit
and a letter from the homeowner confirmed that this earlier
problem had been corrected. Health Canada has since received a
new letter of complaint regarding other problems with a different
homeowner within this tribal council. An official has investigated
this new problem and is currently working with the band and
council to correct the matter.

Those are the facts. The hon. member should be assured that
Health Canada is looking after the problem.

* Kk %

TRANSFER PAYMENTS

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, this government pays less than 15% of health
care costs in this country, but it still wants the control. The largest
RCMP detachment in Canadaisin my constituency of Surrey. The
federal government pays only 10% of the costs but it still wantsthe
control.

| ask the Prime Minister if the government is not prepared to pay
itsfair share of the costs, when will it transfer control to the people
who pay the bills?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
federal government transfers some $26 bhillion every year to
provinces to assist not only with health, but with post-secondary
education and social services.

The hon. member should know that without that transfer it would
be impossible for the infrastructure of health services in this
country to be delivered.

The federal government plays a unique role in the whole
medicare system and will continue to do so. This government will
ensure that that role is strengthened in the future.

* k% *
[Translation]

HEPATITISC

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the member
of Abitibi has had his picture taken with hepatitis C victimsand is
telling anyonein hisriding who wants to listen that the government
is preparing to announce its generous compensation to them.

My question is for the Minister of Health. Are we to understand
that the federal government hasfinally decided to respond positive-
ly to the request of B.C., Ontario and Quebec and compensate
victims without regard to date?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as |
have already said here in this House, | informed my colleagues in
September of the offer by the Government of Canada to share the
cost of al the medical services required in the treatment of the

Oral Questions

hepatitis C infection among the people who contracted the disease
through our blood system.

Thisisour offer, to make sure the sick receive treatment and the
necessary medical services. Thisisthe position of the Government
of Canada, and it is a—

The Speaker: The member for Renfrew—Nipissing—Pem-
broke.

® (1145)

[English]

KUALA LUMPUR APEC MEETING

Mr. Hec Clouthier (Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister announced in the House on
Wednesday that Canada would provide $50,000 in financial sup-
port to two NGO projects during the upcoming APEC meeting in
Kuala Lumpur.

Could the compassionate Minister of Foreign Affairs tell the
House what this government has been doing to ensure wider
participation for all sectorsin thisimportant regional and economic
forum?

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | thank the very astute member for his question.

When the Prime Minister made the announcement he indicated a
process that really began in Vancouver to enlist the participation of
civil groups. That has been followed by the active role of the
minister of state for women's affairs in leading a ministerial
delegation to ensure that women are fully engaged in the APEC
process.

The Minister for International Trade and | will be taking an
initiative in Malaysiato ensure that civil society is brought into the
APEC process so there can be full and broad—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Lakeland.

* * %

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Lakeland, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the minister
of agriculture said on nationa TV that we cannot plan for the crisis
that we have in agriculture right now. Well, we can plan.

Starting with the 1993 election campaign and then the debate
leading up to the abolishment of the Crow benefit, legislation the
government passed in 1995, Reform called for part of the value of
the Crow benefit to go into a fund that would help farmers deal
with these tough times. It would compensate farmers for aloss in
value due to unfair trade practices. That is exactly what is
happening now.

What will the minister do now to dea—
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The Speaker: The hon. minister of agriculture.

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the federal government put $600 million ayear
into the safety net envelope for planning for these types of
unfortunate situations. The provincial governments put in $400
million a year and the Canadian producers also add to that and in
the NISA account receive a very good arrangement with that.

We are planning now to deal with the unfortunate situation we
are in. But contrary to the member’s party, we did not plan on
taking close to $1.4 hillion out of agriculture support in Canada.

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Mr. Chuck Cadman (Surrey North, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, in my
constituency police cars having more than $4,000 damage are
being parked because there is not enough money to fix them.
District commanders do not have enough money to replace worn
tires on patrol vehicles. Merchants are losing business because
crack dedlers are lined up in front of their stores and the RCMP
does not have the funds to deal with the issue.

A couple of weeks ago the solicitor general told me he wasto be
speaking with the attorney general of British Columbia to discuss
the funding issue. My constituents would like to know what the
outcome of those meetings was.

Hon. Andy Scott (Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | did speak with the attorney genera of British Columbia
in Regina at the meeting of justice and solicitor general ministers
last week. The question of funding for the RCMP in British
Columbia was discussed.

| have been assured by the RCM P that while everyonewould like
to have more money, the redlity is nothing is being done in this
period of restraint that would compromise Canadian safety.

HEALTH CARE

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (Winnipeg North Centre, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Health has acknowledged that no
professional group has borne the brunt of health care restructuring
more than Canada’s nurses. Through an era of Libera cuts nurses
have held our system together. They are overworked, stressed,
burned out and worried about the quality of patient care.

We need federal action now and it has to be more than the
reannouncement of a nursing co-ordinator position in Health
Canada.

What is the minister doing to address this current crisis in our
health care system and what is he doing to avert a potentially
devastating shortage of nurses for the new millennium?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday | spent time with the president and executive of the
Canadian Nurses Association. | assured them, as| have throughout,
that they must be an integral part of the health system in the future
as it is changed and improved to meet the needs of Canadians.

We have appointed an executive director of nursing policy at
Health Canada so that nurses will be a part of planning the future.
The nurses know, as does the Canadian public, that making this
work, making nurses part of the system, will take more than the
empty rhetoric of the NDP. It will take the resolute action of this
government.

® (1150)

THE ENVIRONMENT

Ms. Bev Degarlais (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the envi-
ronment minister tells this House that Canada is leading interna-
tional efforts to reduce climate change.

Reports from Buenos Aires state the opposite. Canada is block-
ing global efforts to set domestic targets and is negotiating hot air
loopholes between the U.S. and Russia.

Can any minister explain to Canadians why this government is
trying to sabotage the Kyoto protocol and risk the health of
Canadians?

Why is the government forcing our environmental responsibility
on to other countries?

Ms. Paddy Torsney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
the Environment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first of al, the member is
not correct.

The government is working with scientists from across the
country, with the provinces and with environmentalists to make
sure that action we take on climate change will ensure that we do
meet our targets set in Kyoto, and that is to become a minus six
society. We will make those targets and we will make sure that we
use clean development mechanisms and other mechanisms that
will help us get there. | hope the member will join usin that work.

* Kk %

CANADA POST

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
according to HRDC, an employer who fasifies an employment
record is guilty of fraud. Yet recently Canada Post atered the
records of some of its own term employees to avoid paying
overtime.
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Overtime hours were saved up and added on to the end of the
workers' contracts long after they had left and paid out in regular
wages without the employees’ consent.

Does the minister condone this practice by Canada Post?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | cannot
speak for the minister for Canada Post but | can speak for the
minister of HRDC who would be appalled to hear anything of this
sort whether it isfrom the point of view of the employer or whether
it is the investigation of fraud by our own employee.

| will take this information back to him and to the minister for
Canada Post to investigate.

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
weeks after they had |eft their jobs at Canada Post, Sandra Ketch
and Wendy Jamieson were shocked to learn that they were still post
office employees and they were till on the payroll, just because
Canada Post did not want to pay them overtime.

| realize that budgets may be tight at the post office, but is it
really necessary to break the law in order to save a few bucks?

Will the minister stop this nonsense, launch a full investigation
and punish those responsible?

Ms. Carolyn Parrish (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Public Worksand Gover nment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
budget of Canada Post has been viable since 1988.

It provides quality service and it does it fairly and without
cheating. If there are any such activities going on | am sure the
minister for Canada Post will take care of it immediately upon his
return.

NATIONAL REVENUE

Mr. Carmen Provenzano (Sault Ste. Marie, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, my question is for the Minister of National Revenue.

The Department of National Revenue recently held consultations
on ways to improve its fairness to Canadians.

Would the parliamentary secretary tell us how the government
plans to ensure that the fairness initiative meets the needs of
Canadian taxpayers?

Ms. Beth Phinney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
National Revenue, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, fairness is a fundamental
and core value of public service. The department is committed to
fairness.

Revenue Canada is considered a world leader among its peers.
Its fairness practices have been implemented around the world.

Oral Questions

| want to assure the House that Revenue Canada has fairness at
the very heart of how it is organized, the way it operates and the
way it deals with Canadians. We are continuing to ensure these
high standards by ongoing consultation and fairness initiatives.

* Kk %

RURAL MUNICIPALITIES

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grassands, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, western rural municipalities have been losing tax revenue
because grain elevators and rail lines are being abandoned.

® (1155)

Their tax base is being further eroded by the federal government
which refuses to fairly compensate rural municipalities for lost tax
revenues when land is converted to Indian reserves.

How are the rura municipalities to survive if the government
destroys their tax base without fair compensation? Does this
government not understand that any obligations to native people
are owed by all Canadians, not just by small groups of western
farmers?

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this government understands
very well its obligations to aboriginal Canadians. | only wish that
the Reform Party would start helping aboriginal Canadians, com-
munities and everyone else in Canada instead of doing what it is
doing now.

As we are speaking there is a hill before the House on land
ownership for aboriginal Canadians. What the opposition party has
decided to do is put a six month hoist, delaying improvements for
six months for Canadians living in rural areas, particularly aborigi-
nal Canadians.

[Translation]

CANADIAN PASSPORT

Mr. Daniel Turp (Beauhar nois—Salaberry, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, the Minister of Foreign Affairs did not really answer my
question about the supply of security paper for Canadian passports.
| would appreciate a clearer response today.

Why is the Department of Foreign Affairs passport office
preventing the Spexel company of Beauharnois from bidding on
the contract for this paper and why doesit prefer to seek out French
or British companies to supply this security paper?

[English]
Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr.

Speaker, at this point no decision has been taken on the contract or
the bids that would take place with the new passport system.
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| find it very refreshing to know that a member of the Bloc
Quebecois is interested in maintaining the Canadian passport.

* Kk %

CAPE BRETON DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
hundreds of Cape Breton workers have been laid off by the Cape
Breton Development Corporation in the last few weeks, causing
great uncertainty in the mining communities | represent.

On Monday of next week | will be holding meetings with the
stakeholdersin the coal industry in my community and we need to
know two things from this government.

Will the government commit to opening the Donkin mine, yesor
no? If not, what solutions does it have for DEV CO and the miners
of Cape Breton?

Mr. Gerry Byrne (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am delighted to hear that
the hon. member is finally beginning a dialogue with the em-
ployees who rely on that facility for employment.

The Government of Canada has already received an invitation
from the employees, the union and the employer to initiate a
dialogue to get the business to its maximum efficiency.

| remind the hon. member that his own colleague has put forward
suggestions that the employees should take it over and privatize.
The other members of the union—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Cumberland—Col chester.

* Kk %

TRANSPORT

Mr. Bill Casey (Cumberland—Colchester, PC): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Transport.

The Government of Canada has now given its blessing to the
province of New Brunswick to sell the right to charge tolls on an
existing stretch of the Trans-Canada Highway for millions of
dollars.

Under this precedent, British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec, all
provinces and all Canadians now will be subject to this deal. It
meansthat all provinces can sell the right to charge tolls on existing
stretches of the Trans-Canada Highway. It is an incredible prece-
dent to set.

Will the minister explain to all Canadians and al MPs who will
be affected why it is good policy to allow—

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Labour.

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Minister of Labour, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of Transport has answered this question in

the House about a dozen times. He stood before the standing
committee for two hours last Wednesday and responded to this
question. My hon. colleague must have the answer.

* Kk %

EMPLOYMENT EQUITY

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West—Nepean, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the President of Treasury Board.

People in a visible minority represent 12% of the Canadian
population, only 5% of the public service of Canada and last year
less than 3% of new hirings.

® (1200)

| ask the minister, why are we losing ground on employment
equity and what does he plan to do so that all Canadians have afair
chance, an equal chance, of serving their country?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
there is no doubt that the Canadian government must give fair
treatment to visible minorities. There is also no doubt that the
visible minorities represent a larger percentage of available labour
than is employed in the federal government.

We have been putting into place a number of measures to
increase the number of people from visible minorities in the public
service. We have succeeded to some extent. There is still alot of
improvement to be made.

In particular, this year Treasury Board has allocated an addition-
a $11 million to improve employment equity.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing
Order 36(8), | have the honour to table, in both official languages,
the government’s response to seven petitions.

* Kk %

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

INDUSTRY

Mr. Eugene Bellemare (Carleton—Gloucester, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | have the honour to present, in both official languages,
the 10th report of the Standing Committee on Industry.
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[English]

In accordance with the order of reference of October 6, 1998,
your committee has considered Bill C-53, an act to increase the
availability of financing for the establishment, expansion, modern-
ization and improvement of small businesses and has agreed to
report it with amendments.

Mr. Nelson Riis. Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. |
wonder if there is anyone on the government benches who could
indicate when the government would bring forward any legislation
regarding the introduction of the Nisga'a treaty, assuming it is
agreed upon by the Nisga a people in the next few days.

The Speaker: | do not think the member can do that. It was a
good try. Perhaps someone heard the hon. member and he will
receive an answer shortly.

PETITIONS

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Val-
leys, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it is my honour to present three petitions
today pursuant to Standing Order 36.

The first petition is signed by young people from a number of
schools in Kamloops who are concerned about cruelty toward
animals.

The petitioners are asking the judges of Canadato make more of
an effort to assign appropriate sentences to those people who
behave in a manner that could be identified as being cruel toward
animals.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Val-
leys, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | wish to present a petition from a
number of elderly citizens of the city of Kamloops.

The petitioners are concerned with what they see as a diminish-
ing ability by the federal government to protect Canada's sover-
eignty on a number of issues as aresult of the signing of a number
of our international trade agreements.

® (1205)

They are asking the government not to proceed with any more of
these agreements until we come to grips with this kind of issue.

TAXATION

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Val-
leys, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | wish to present a petition from
constituents of the Kamloops area who believe that our tax system
isgrossly unfair for a whole number of reasons which they outline
in their petition.

Government Orders

They are simply asking the federal government to consider a
major overhaul of our taxation system.

[Translation]
FIREARMSACT

Mr. Mark Assad (Gatineau, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
Standing Order 36, | would like to table a petition signed by some
125 people. These people oppose Bill C-68, the Firearms Act.

They ask Parliament to repeal Bill C-68 and to reassign the
officials appointed to enforce this law to other duties permitting a
real fight against crime and violence.

[English]

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | ask that all questions
be alowed to stand.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

FIRST NATIONSLAND MANAGEMENT ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-49,
an act providing for the ratification and the bringing into effect of
the Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management, be
read the second time and referred to a committee; and of the
amendment.

TheSpeaker: If | recall correctly, the hon. member for Souris—
Moose Mountain had about five minutes |eft. The hon. member has
the floor.

Mr. Roy Bailey (Souris—M oose Mountain, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, thisisthe first time | have delivered a speech in three different
segments. | can assure the House that the best part will be the last
five minutes.

There are some fundamental questionsin relation to this bill, and
the bills that no doubt will be coming down the line, that
Canadians, all Canadians, wherever they live, deserve answers for
from the government.

We have before us, delivered to us about two years ago, the
largest, most costly royal commission report ever presented to the
House. It totalled some $58 million. It deals specifically with what
we are discussing today.
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Canadians want to know if we have changed the meaning of rule
of law. Canadians need to have a debate on that issue. That debate
should take place in the House by their elected representatives.

From time to time we hear the term self-government. If we ask a
municipal official, he will tell us what self-government means. If
we ask a town, a village or a city official, they will tell us.
However, there are 30 million or more Canadians out there who
simply do not have an explanation of what the term self-govern-
ment means as we are using it in the context of this House. It is
incumbent upon members of parliament, it is incumbent upon
government members, to say that we need to have a debate in the
House so that al Canadians, not just our native friends, but all
Canadians understand what we mean by self-government. | have
asked at least seven different sources and | have never received a
definitive answer.

| wonder if any members opposite could provide this House with
adefinitive answer today asto what is meant by self-government as
it relates to the royal commission report which we have before us. |
owe that to my constituents. Members from Manitoba owe it to
their constituents. Everybody needs to know.

We have introduced a bill. There is a vote being held today in
northern B.C. Obviously there are going to be more. | am facing
five or six land claims in Saskatchewan and nobody can tell us
what the government means by self-government. We have to know
before we can intelligently pass more legislation, or even this
legidation.

® (1210)

The bill before us does not answer the questions of the grassroots
people. It does not give them the authority from the bottom up. It
does not give them the right to control. It is not a democratic
process. For that reason, and for the reasons of people across
Canada, | cannot vote for the bill. Nor can | continue to have the
term self-government being used in all of its various contextsin the
House without having a clear cut definition.

It isincumbent upon the government to be honest with the House
and with people across Canada and tell us what is meant by
self-government as it applies to the treaties or any other legislation
that comes before the House. If that cannot be done, the govern-
ment should not expect Canadians to support its actions.

Mr. John Bryden (Wentworth—Burlington, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | listened to my colleague's remarks with great interest because
we are al very concerned about what exactly these self-govern-
ment treaties involve.

This has been atopic at the Standing Committee on Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern Development for some time. While there
appears to be nothing that will be a constitutional problem in the
treaties we are talking about, neverthelessit would be areassurance

for all Canadians to hear the interpretation of the term self-govern-
ment from expert witnesses from the Department of Justice.

| am pleased to inform the member opposite that the committee
has discussed just that strategy for awitness program when this hill
goes to committee. | suggest to him that perhaps he should agree
with the bill in principle and reserve his final judgment on his
concern about what is actually meant by self-government and
whether it isindeed in the interests of all Canadians, as| believe it
is, and wait to see what the expert witnesses from the Department
of Justice say at the committee. He could then make his decision
when the bill comes back for third reading.

Mr. Roy Bailey: Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member for his
comments. That is exactly what | am talking about. It is not just to
inform the Housg, it is to inform the entire nation of Canada.

Clearly we should not rely only on constitutional interpretation.
We have to be in touch with al Canadians because it will indeed
affect not just those people to whom some type of government is
granted, it will aso affect the rest of the people living in Canada.

There are six Indian groups, six reserves, in my constituency. |
want to be as honest and fair with them as | possibly can. But at the
same time | have to be honest and fair with the rest of my
constituents.

| look forward to committee stage, but | can tell the hon. member
that | have great fears about the constitutionality of this if what |
read in the royal commission report will in fact establish sovereign
states. Approximately 150 to 300 little islands would be created
within Canada, which simply could not survive under the totality of
rule of law in Canada.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | appreciate my
colleague's intervention on this subject. | am curious to know
whether he has actually talked with grassroots nativesin hisareaon
this issue and whether they are in favour of what is happening in
the federal government or whether they are opposed to it.

| am speaking specifically of the grassroots people as opposed to
the people who are presumably in charge in the different reserves.

Mr. Roy Bailey: Mr. Speaker, this is what | hear from my
friends in Saskatchewan, and not just within my constituency. If we
areto get to the bottom line | will repeat what they are saying. They
want the same rights as members of parliament. They want to know
where their tax dollar is going, how their government is spending
their money. They want audited financial statements. They want
budgets. They want everything we have always enjoyed.

® (1215)

If we are not prepared to give them the same benefits we have
had and have nourished for well over 500 years, | am afraid the
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term self-government is somewhat meaningless. | thank the hon.
member and encourage members to take a look at the basic
principles so all people in Canada can enjoy the benefits of open
and transparent democracy. That is what we must have.

Mr. John Bryden: Mr. Speaker, | share with my colleague a
concern about the terminology with respect to self-government and
sovereignty. We do not want small nationswithin anation. Thisisa
debate that constantly appears in the committee of which | am a
member.

When the bill getsto committee and is debated, does the member
find there is nothing to the term sovereignty, that it is really not
sovereignty we are talking about in these treaties but a form of
municipal government?

If we find that kind of reassurance from justice department
officials and other witnesses who come before the committee,
would the member be willing to take that message back to his
community to reassure the people who are genuinely concerned?

Mr. Roy Bailey: Mr. Speaker, | certainly will take the message
back. If self-government means a form of municipal government
such as my town’s government or the governments of the smaller
cities in my constituency that are subject to provincial and federal
legidation, | am al for it. | can speak on behalf of al of my
constituents who are also for that. If any other meaning were to be
applied to the term to create sovereignty, | would be opposed to it.

I will go out with that message. | will make a press release
tomorrow if he can assure me that is the case.

Ms. Bev Degjarlais (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the mem-
ber mentioned that all of his constituents felt it would be acceptable
for self-government to be defined in terms of a municipal govern-
ment being responsible to the provincial government. | am under
the impression that he has some first nations people within his
riding. | would seriously question that all of them feel that way.

My understanding is that virtually every first nation in Canada
desires to move toward self-government so they will not have to
respond totally in the context of a provincia government. First
nations people want control over their own lands. They want to
make their own laws. There are some limitations with regard to
crimina offences, but as a developing governing nation the first
nations deserve the same opportunities Canadians have had since
the beginning of recognized government. | would like to see it
move ahead in that way.

| am curious to know whether the member has any first nations
peoplein hisriding and if he can truly attest to the fact that al his
constituents would like to see self-government as a municipal
government doing what the provincial government says it should
do.

Government Orders

Mr. Roy Bailey: Mr. Speaker, that is a good question. | assure
the hon. member for Churchill that the people | have talked to, not
only those within my constituency, want control over their lands.
No one disputes that. They want control over the development of
business. No one disputes that. Even with the RMs that are losing
portions of their land to the Indians to enlarge their reserves there
is no quarrel.

® (1220)

| live in Canada. My residence is in the town of Bengough,
Saskatchewan. That government is subject to a higher government,
the provincial government.

If the people who form the Indian nations do not want to use the
term municipality, that is fine, but they will still have to be subject
to some other form of government in the rule of law scenario. We
can give them provisions to pass bylaws to certain laws that apply
to their own people. We are not arguing that, but there are some
fundamental Canadian laws that have to be applied whether people
are living in Nanaimo or Halifax. They have to be the same.

| would respond to the hon. member’s question by saying that we
accept that form of government, but we do not accept their having
powers that are above those of the federal government or equal to
those of the federal government in jurisprudence. That is not rule of
law and Canadians would not accept that.

Mr. Howard Hilstrom (Selkirk—I nterlake, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, today we are debating Bill C-49 which is important to al
Canadians including aboriginal people.

On reflection and on examination of thebill | find I am unable to
support the bill in its present form. As it goes through parliament |
hope amendments will be brought in that make it more acceptable
to both aboriginal and non-aboriginal Canadians.

| certainly support the right of aboriginals to manage their own
lands, but we must think about Canada as a country. We must
remember that aboriginals are Canadians. We occupy the same
lands as defined by our national boundaries.

The good of al Canadians is paramount. The people of Canada
need one government that is supreme, one government that is in
charge and responsible for the country and for all the people
residing in its boundaries. All other levels of government have to
be at lower levels to the federal government. All governments and
all laws have to be subject to the House.

We have heard and examined the report of the Royal Commis-
sion on Aborigina Peoples, *‘ Gathering Strength—Canada's Ab-
original Action Plan”. It had alot of good featurestoit. It certainly
helped move the debate down the road and helped to make
Canadians more aware of what was going on. | question how many
Canadians have actually read the report and understand it. Many
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aborigina people have read it and a pretty significant number of
them have some very deep concerns.

I will deal with some of their concerns in my speech today. |
think | could sum them up by saying that they deal mostly with
accountability and the place poorer children and women in
particular will have in a future self-government.

® (1225)

The royal commission report should have stated unequivocally
that accountability of elected representatives on our first nations
lands had to be in place as self-government moved along. It should
have included built-in democratic guarantees to al aborigina
people. A cornerstone of democracy would not be restricted to such
things as election laws being equivalent to or better than the
Canada Elections Act.

That would seem to be pretty basic to any self-governing
democracy. However we find on first nations reserves which come
under the Canada Elections Act contained in the Indian Act that
elections are not always fair to the people who are participating.

How long will Canada and the aboriginal people in particular go
along with the idea of hereditary chiefs? This was brought to my
attention many times, over and over again. When there are
hereditary chiefs we do not have a democracy.

The cultural aspects of hereditary chiefs are certainly important.
They were afact of life of aboriginal people. | believethat it can be
accommodated through some form of governor general, a figure-
head for the reserve and its people. True demacratic institutions are
what are required by aboriginal people. In order for them to have
that they need full democracy as we know it today.

In addition to election laws that have to be clearer and fairer for
everyone, there should be an independent auditor general. An
independent auditor general would be free to criticize the govern-
ment and government departments he is reporting on. That could
have been built into all agreements with our aboriginal people.
Without it there is no accountability of elected officials who
manage agreements.

The third matter that would be a good cornerstone would be an
access to information component. How can people be governed and
assess—

Mr. Gerald Keddy: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order. It is
Friday and | hate to delay the time of the House, but you are aware
that it is incumbent upon the government to keep a quorum in the
House. | do not see a quorum. It is a very important piece of
legidation and we should have a quorum.

The Deputy Speaker: | think the hon. member knows that it is
incumbent upon all membersto maintain aquorum, but | will count
the members present.

And the count having been taken:

The Deputy Speaker: | see a quorum.

Mr. Howard Hilstrom: Mr. Speaker, the last cornerstone |
would speak about would be an ombudsman to assist people who
are unable to deal with their elected officials due to a possible lack
of education, a disability, or mental lack of capacity to understand
exactly what is governing their lives.

Opposition to self-government within the native community isa
fact of life. There is aso widespread concern within the non-native
community as it sees child poverty and the terrible living condi-
tions that have resulted in the last 70 to 80 years. They see a
gigantic gap between rich and poor. Many aboriginal people say
that the rich among them got that way by getting a much larger
share of financia resources intended for a much more equitable
distribution among the people.

® (1230)

This opposition to self-government includes women's rights.
How can it be that aboriginal people do not have the same
democratic rights and protections available to the majority of
Canadians? The royal commission could have made a big step in
clarifying this and making sure al future discussions between the
federal government, aborigina peoples and elected officials in-
clude the bottom line that without demacratic rights for everyone
nothing goes forward.

The Liberal government and the aboriginal |eaders who prepared
these documents could have eliminated this opposition to self-gov-
ernment by simply stating and ensuring through action that Cana-
dian aboriginals have al the democratic rights enjoyed by the
non-native Canadian population.

Bill C-49 will ratify and bring into force the framework agree-
ment on first nations land management. The framework agreement,
it is my understanding, was signed by a group of 14 first nations
and the federal government. It enables first nations people to opt
out of land and property sections of the Indian Act individually and
to establish their own land codes to manage reserve land and
resources.

| reiterate that | support aboriginals' managing their land. As a
land owner in Manitoba | have certain responsibilities and rights to
manage the land | own. | accept, though, that the federal govern-
ment has the fina say with regard to how | use that land under
some circumstances. For instance, if | am to use my land in away
that harms my neighbours or destroys the environment of my area,
obviously we need the government, parliament, to be the final
arbiter of what goes on in this country.

Bill C-49 deals with land management. Yet in purpose and
function it amounts to the creation of a partial yet substantial form
of self-government for the first nations that are signatories to this
framework agreement. The framework agreement grants these
powers of self-government in two primary ways. Individua first
nations will establish aland code which will give them authority to
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pass laws for the development, conservation, protection, manage-
ment, use and possession of first nations lands. It will alow them
to control the issue of leases, licences and other interests.

In short, there is no constitutional basis for the creation of this
kind of third level of government because under this framework
agreement where there is a contradiction, a conflict between
whether aboriginal law applies or Canadian law applies, under
certain conditions aboriginal law can take precedence. That is one
of the big concerns | have.

Clause 37 is particularly questionable. It saysin effect that in the
event of any inconsistency or conflict between this act and any
other federal law this act prevailsto the extent of the inconsistency.

® (1235)

In essence, Bill C-49 would not only give first nations authority
to create laws in areas that fall within the jurisdiction of their land
codes but it would give them powers which could and probably will
supersede federal laws.

Onceagain | get back to the discussion that were those laws and
uses of these landsto be detrimental to their neighboursthere hasto
be one final authority and that final authority has to be the elected
officials who represent all Canadians, members of parliament.

Another significant dimension within Bill C-49 is that major
sections of the Indian Act will no longer apply. In the absence of
these sections and with first nations no longer being subject to
either federal or provincial laws in the areas where they have or
would have authority to create their own, this bill has the potential
to create a serious legal and legislative vacuum.

| hope this was not a clever plan by the legal profession of
Canada to create a lot more cases in court. However, it certainly
seems it will have that effect.

My greatest concern deals with women and children on reserves.
They seem to have the greatest concern over this whole issue of
self-government and the laws being passed and the agreements
being made. It is a legitimate concern, one that we as parlia
mentarians must address before this hill is passed.

Parliament has to ensure that those people who are less able to
help themselves are fully protected and are able to lead good lives,
lives that the majority of Canadians accept as being normal.

The question of divorce laws, property rights and what a spouse
who is divorced ends up with is also of paramount importance. At
present it is my understanding that provincial and federal laws
dealing with divorce on aboriginal reserves have no effect.

Does it not seem right that the fundamental democratic prin-
ciples | was talking about, which would include property rights, the
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right of awoman or a man to share the opposite spouse’s property
in the case of divorce, be in place and part of any agreement that
moves forward?

| would like to see an all encompassing application of Canadian
law to aboriginal peoples. That is what they are basically demand-
ing and asking for. Some in the community do not particularly want
to see those democratic rights proceed with the equivalent rights
we have in the rest of Canada. | suspect that close examination
would reveal it has more to do with the possibility of self-enrich-
ment than with what is good for aboriginal people.

® (1240)

| refer to a letter sent to an MP from the B.C. Native Women’s
Society. As members of parliament we often reflect what constitu-
ents say from across the country. We interpret and deliver to this
House what we believe to be our constituents' concerns. We lay
them out in our own words.

Today | bring these aboriginal women's words to the House as
part of the official record in amore direct way. | would like to read
some portions of this letter because their explanation, this group of
aboriginal women, expresses it in ways that no member of parlia
ment can. That is because it comes from the heart. It comes from
living under the conditions and laws they find so objectionable.

In thefirst paragraph the women say: ““ You must defeat this bill,
the first nations land management act”. These women are not
speaking for every aborigina person in the country. But they are
speaking for a significant number. | had a meeting in Winnipeg on
October 31. | heard the same thing.

As | reflect on Bill C-49 and the whole movement toward
self-government, we have to make sure democratic principles are
in place and that every Canadian, rich or poor, aborigina or
non-aboriginal, has the rights enjoyed by all Canadians.

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
listened very carefully to the comments of my colleague from the
Reform Party. | have been trying to understand what their position
is having listened now to the debate for several hours and hearing
various members of the Reform Party debate Bill C-49.

On the one hand members of the Reform Party purport to support
aboriginal self-government and management of their lands and yet
it seems that every single member has risen to nitpick this hill
apart, tear it apart and say that because it is not a perfect situation
this will go down in flames.

The member has talked about the need for democratic elections
and has questioned that this bill has no constitutional basis for
aborigina government. | would like to question the member on
that.
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For example, today we know that in the vote taking place on
the Nisga a referendum there will be provision for a democratical-
ly elected government.

| would like to query the member on his basis for claiming that
there is no constitutional basis for the establishment of aboriginal
government. It seems all members of the House and all govern-
ments have a responsibility to recognize the inherent self-right to
government by aboriginal people.

When the member talks about his concerns for women and
children in first nation communities | advise the member to look to
his own party in terms of its representation of women as being
among the lowest of any palitical party in Canada. | find it curious
that he would be raising this issue when within his own organiza-
tion the issues of women and the representation of women are very
low, something that should be of concern to them.

| would like to ask the member to really be clear as to whether
his party stands for aborigina self-government. What is the
Reform Party position? It seems to me Reformers are trying to talk
out of both sides of their mouths on this question.

At the end of the day this framework is before us that has been
negotiated in a fair and open process. The first nations involved
have endorsed this process. | find it very difficult to understand the
Reform Party’s position that while it says it supports self-govern-
ment there isreally nothing in this bill it finds worthy of support. It
seems to be a contradiction.

Mr. Howard Hilstrom: Mr. Speaker, | could comment for the
next half hour on the things the hon. member for the NDP brought

up.
® (1245)

First off, democratic rights for every Canadian is not nitpicking.
That is a fundamenta each of us living in this country deserves.
Without democratic rights, who is not liable to be locked up
arbitrarily or have laws applied to them that are inconsistent even
with human rights.

With regard to women, children and the poor, approximately
18,000 aboriginal people live in my constituency. Looking back
over the past five to 10 years, | have seen no member of parliament
stand up and do anything for the aboriginal women and childrenin
our community. They tried through the official methods, but no one
listened to them. They tried the RCMP. They tried Indian affairs.
They tried individual members of parliament. They tried all these
official methods of addressing their problems and got nowhere.

| am so proud to have held the accountability coalition meetings
in Manitoba. The last one was on October 31. | announced in the
House beforehand that it was open to everyone. Who did | see at
my meeting? | saw a member from the Manitoba legislature. One

of the Progressive Conservative members saw fit to come and
contribute to the meeting. | saw no other elected members of
parliament or members of the provincial legislature, other than a
couple of Reform members.

I will let the House and the Canadian people judge who stands up
for women and children in our communities. By ensuring demo-
cratic rights and bringing to the fore the complaints of these people,
it is the Reform Party that is standing up the most for the
disadvantaged people and natives in particular. That is my answer
very simply to nitpicking and women'’s rights and problemsin our
country.

How many countries do we have in Canada? Do we have one
country? Do we have two? | believe that there are in the neighbour-
hood of 600 aboriginal reserves with land rights in Canada. Are
members on both sides of the House, and NDP members in
particular suggesting that we should have 601 countries? Are we
headed to 601 countries making agreements with each other or
making agreements with foreign nations?

These basic principles have to be clarified to the Canadian
public. We are being left in a big mishmash as we move forward
toward self-government.

The term self-government could be applied to the provincial
government in Manitobain that it has rights and responsibilities. In
this process of self-government for aboriginals we have to do two
things. We certainly have to clarify that basic democratic corner-
stones apply to absolutely every aborigina person. We also have to
clarify just where the processis going to end up. If it isto negotiate
out 601 countries, why not divide it up even more until we are not a
country at al?

| have spent a lot of my lifetime working in the public service
and working for Canada. | have done that because | believethisisa
great country. It can stand improvement in areas, certainly in the
financia and spending areas. But those areas do not touch on the
very basic right of every Canadian to have the democratic prin-
ciples available to them in dealing with their elected officials.

® (1250)

Democracy is the only thing that protects us. It protects us from
the possibility of a dictatorship, the possibility of abuse by elected
officials toward the people. It may never be perfect but that does
not mean we cannot go forward and make things as good as they
can be.

I mentioned the letter from the B.C. native women. | am sure
that certainly applies across the prairies, Ontario, Quebec and the
maritimes. Their complaintsreflect exactly what | am saying. They
are saying they do not feel secure. They do not feel that self-gov-
ernment is going to protect them. They have stated in the letter
exactly why that isthe case. | will passthe letter to another member
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in my party who will be able to bring that out and show the exact
words of these people and what their concern is.

It should be clear to this House that the Reform Party is not
saying that Bill C-49 is a total disaster. We are saying it is not
addressing the basic concerns these people have in regard to
democracy. Until we have that in place, we should not proceed in
making it tougher and causing more litigation between the parties
that we are trying to get to live together in a unified Canada.

Mr. John Bryden (Wentworth—Burlington, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | find myself in the odd position of having to spring to the
defence of a Reform Party member, the member for Selkirk—Inter-
lake because | fed strongly that it is the role of the opposition to
nitpick legislation at second reading. That is why we are here, to
debate and try to find flaws in the existing legislation so when it
goes to committee it will have some guidelines on what to look for
in order to correct the bill and make it better.

| am not quite sure where the member for the NDP was coming
from. Possibly she had not read the legidation or perhaps she
misunderstands her role as a member of the opposition.

For my part, | have never hesitated as a government member to
examine legidlation at second reading debate very carefully and to
point out where | feel there may be shortcomings. | do not share the
same concerns as the Reform Party members that there is a
problem in the bill with respect to the alocation of sovereignty. |
actualy believe the bill provides for this. When it is debated in
committee the members opposite will get the reassurances they
need with respect to not giving away the store and creating mini
states within Canada. | do not believe the bill does that.

| have one concern with respect to the bill and | hope a member
opposite will address it. | cannot find anywhere in the bill a
provision for transparency. There are some clauses that talk about
accountability but there is no clause that | can find that would
require the management groups or whoever administers this act on
the reserves or on the self-government entities provide for open
debate.

The difficulty is that there cannot be accountability without
transparency. There has been a trend over the years to create
legidation that does not firmly provide for committees and coun-
cils in self-government regimes to have their debates in an open
forum. That is key to an amendment or change | would like to see
in the bill. | would ask the member opposite or a member of the
Reform Party if they might share the same concerns | have, that we
should be looking for an amendment that clarifies a need for
transparency in deliberations when the bill goes through.

® (1255)

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Isand, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, what we are
doing here is reversing the roles. The member had 20 minutes to
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make a speech and he used just a little over two. Really what he
was doing was questioning our position on this. | appreciate that he
recognizes those of us on this side, and | will be gracious and
include everyone in the House, have an obligation to look at this
legidation.

One of the things that happens to be in place right now is our
motion to suspend the bill for six months. The reason for thisisto
provide the opportunity to get it right. | have often said to my
children and to my students over the years that it is much better to
get it right than to get it fast. Perhaps that is why | am so slow all
the time. It is very, very important to get it right.

In thisinstance, thislegislation hasalot of flaws. A lot of things
init just are not right. They fundamentally are not right. They are
not right philosophically. They are not right socialy. They tie us
together as humans living on the same continent within the same
boundaries with a political organization that will not work well in
the long run.

All we haveto doisread alittle history and look at the history of
different countries, countries where there is a clear delineation of
the powers, responsibilities and privileges of the different levels of
government. We are getting a hodgepodge. We are getting a total
mess where based on race, based on factors such as persona
characteristics, one set of laws applies and ancther set applies to
different people.

There are different laws for pensions for MPs and senators as
opposed to what other people have. There are different laws with
respect to just about everything that can be named. We split up
people and start pitting them against each other.

| would appeal to the government, to those eager backbenchers
over there to finally say to the government and better yet, to stand
up when the voteistaken and say *“ We support this six month hoist.
We support that we need to work on this more. We support that we
have to get it right. Let us make those fundamental changes’. |
would urge the member who has just given this extremely short but
| would say concentrated and valuable speech to get his colleagues
together and say ““Here are some things in this legislation that are
fundamentally not right. Let us delay it so that we can get it right™.

Mr. Speaker, if you just tuck your head down and dive off the
diving board without first checking to make sure there is water in
the pool, would be an act of sheer stupidity. It is absolute folly for
the government to ram this legislation through without giving it
very serious thought.

The implications of what we are doing here are immense for the
future of our country, our children and our grandchildren. | would
like the member to elaborate a little more on what he said in his
speech and to respond to what | have said.
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Mr. John Bryden: Mr. Speaker, the reason my speech was so
short was that | did not find much of great concern in the
legidation. | believe an economy of words in this House is
something everyone should seek. That is what | was trying to do.

Now that the member has responded and raised some issues, |
will say the reason | think the bill should go forward basically asit
stands and go to committee for further deliberation is that | do not
think it contains elements that cause the concerns raised by the
members opposite. | do not feel that it creates mini states within
Canada.

® (1300)

The Constitution provides specia treatment for Canada's aborig-
inal peoples. That isin our Constitution. It islike official bilingual-
ism. It is part of our national makeup.

However we have to be very careful—and thisis where members
opposite strike an appropriate chord—we do not create states along
themodel of apartheid in South Africawhere sovereign states were
created on race.

The legidation creates—and it is the theme of the government—
aborigina self-government that is more based on the municipal
model. It so happens because aboriginal affairs is a federa
responsibility rather than a provincia responsibility that we will
not have a provincial government between the federal government
and the municipality. In essence we would have the federal
government and the municipality.

Unfortunately there has been a great misuse of language in the
debate. For instance, we are always talking about first nations.
Sometimes | find it quite deplorable when witnesses appear before
the aboriginal affairs committee and talk about their first nations
versus Canada. That isthe kind of rhetoric | would expect from the
Parti Quebecois in Quebec which actually talks about separating
from Canada. | find that unacceptable.

It is a misuse of words because the vast mgjority of aboriginal
peoples | know who appear before our committee are very much
Canadian. They want a sense of management of their own affairs
just in the same way as the people in my communities of Dundas,
Ancaster and Hamilton, or in the province for that matter if we take
another step up in the communities of communities that make up
Canada, want a sense of personal identity in theimmediate territory
around them. We want to have some say in our livesin that context.

That is precisely what the government is trying to achieve by its
aborigina self-government programs. It is not trying to create
sovereign states. It is trying to create communities that manage
their own affairs in the same way as municipalities do and in
another way as provinces do.

We are embarking on uncharted territory. We still do not know
for certain how the experiments we have already done are working.

We cannot leave it for decades and centuries to attempt to address
the very legitimate need of the various communities of Canadato
feel they are in control of their own destinies as individuals. We
have to act.

The legisation may have flaws. What legislation that comes
before the House does not have flaws? If legislation did not have
flaws the opposition would not need to exist. There would be no
need for debate. Legidation has problems and we have to discuss
them as mature representatives of the various parts of Canada that
have sent us to the House.

| have found one area of concern. While members opposite have
expressed themselves sometimes eloquently, | am sure they have
found other areas of concern. | read in what they say that they are
not ambiguous at al with respect to the legislation. Members
across the floor are saying that they believe in Bill C-49 in
principle, but they do not agree with the detail and need reassur-
ance. | urge them to support the bill, get it to committee, get those
witnesses before the committee, hear those witnesses and then
decide on the future of the legisation.

In order to give people who need a sense of self-identity a chance
to have that self-identity as soon as possible we should move
forward with this and other legislation like it.

TheDeputy Speaker: | am afraid that the time for questions and
comments is so close to over that by the time the hon. member got
half a question out it would be over, so | will resume debate.

Mr. John Duncan: Economy of wordsis something that isin my
repetoire.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member will get a chance later
this afternoon, | have no doubt.

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Lakeland, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am please
to speak to Bill C-49. People have explained what the legislation
says. Reform MPs have expressed their concerns about it.

® (1305)

My debate on the legislation will focus on the aspect that the
legidation will give more power to chiefs and councils without
first ensuring an increased level of accountability. When | speak
about improved accountability | am talking about the area of fiscal
accountability. In other words, the people on the reserves should
know where the money comes from, how it is being spent and get
the chance to have some input into how it should be spent. | am also
talking about democratic accountability, starting with having fair
elections and having some way of ensuring that elections are fair.

For that reason alone | cannot support the legislation and | will
not support it. In fact | will do everything | can to prevent the hill
from passing, including supporting the amendment to postpone the
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bill for six months so we can debate it, improve it and make it
something we can support. | support the amendment to the hill.

| want to talk about something that happened over the past year
which led me to know that my party and | and the government
should not support legislation like the legidation before us. About
a year ago | started representing the new Lakeland constituency.
About two-thirds of the Vegreville and Beaver River constituencies
were put together into one constituency. | had no reserves in the
Vegreville constituency but eight reserves become a part of my
Beaver River constituency. As soon as that happened | started
getting phone calls from aboriginal people both on and off reserve
expressing their concerns. Some of the calls were very disturbing.

One of the first ones | remember was from a man who said he
was a grandfather of several grandchildren. He lived in a two-bed-
room house in which wereliving 27 members of hisfamily. He said
they could not live like that. It was so crowded that the house was
falling apart. They could not go on like that. The chief and council
on the reserve would do nothing to try to improve the house or to
provide housing that better suited their needs.

In pursuing this matter | found that the chief, council and
families in the inner group were living in wonderful houses. Many
drove new cars. They seemed to have money. Then people started
telling me exactly what was happening, that the money was not
getting to the people on that reserve who needed it most.

After receiving literally dozens of these calls, after about ayear |
decided that as the member of parliament | would try to do
something about it. | did not really know what to do. | started by
going to the local native friendship centres and speaking with the
people. | asked what we could do. They expressed the desperate
need for something to be done. They said that things were getting
worse. They had been getting worse over the last 30 years. They
werein acrisis situation. The things | heard were not uncommon to
us. We hear them all the time.

| got a group of about 20 aboriginal people together at a native
friendship centre in one of our towns and asked them what we
could do. We decided to set up a small task force that would not
study for years but would listen to the concerns of the aboriginal
people in my constituency.

We started with four aborigina members and me on the task
force. One member left shortly after so we had three aboriginal
people and me. We went through athree step process. We started by
meeting confidentially with people who would come to the friend-
ship centres in the various communities around the constituency.

® (1310)

We listened to 55 people in this confidential way. Many said that
even by coming to the centres they risked some action being taken
against them by the chiefs and councils of their reserves. They were

Government Orders

at a point where they were willing to accept that risk because
somebody had to do something to try to change the situation.

| will never forget in my lifetime what | heard from these people.
| heard articulate people express their concerns about what was
happening. They gave the task force recommendations as to what
they thought should happen. It was am experience | will truly never
forget. | am thankful to those people, some of whom | believe are
my friends now.

The second phase was to put out a questionnaire in the area, on
the reserves and in the towns near the reserves. | did that and
received over 50 responses. The third phase was to hold public
meetings. | held three public meetings in the constituency. The
largest meeting was in St. Paul with about 70 aboriginals in
attendance. It is the town nearest to two of the reserves. That was
the process.

| will talk about the task force membersto acknowledge thetime
and the money they contributed on their own. None of them have
much money but | had no way of covering their expenses. They had
to cover the costs themselves and they were willing to do that. They
gladly did that because they believed that finally somebody would
listen to their concerns.

There were three aboriginal people on the task force and me.
There was Agnes Gendron who works at the Grand Centre Cana-
dian Native Friendship Centre as the children’s first family out-
reach worker. She has worked as a social worker for at least 20
years. In fact she worked for the department of Indian affairs for
severa years so she knows what goes on there. She understood
very well some of the problems within the department and some of
the problems with the Indian Act that were preventing change from
happening, change which must happen to improve the situation.

The second member was Gina Russell from the Cold Lake First
Nation. She also works at the friendship centre in Cold Lake. She
has contributed her time to the youth justice committee, to victims
services and to the Lakeland Native Parents Education Committee.
Ginais presently the director of the Grand Centre Canadian Native
Friendship Centre which is one of the few non-funded native
friendship centresin Canada. It gets no government money and it is
doing good work. | commend both these women for the work they
are doing.

The third member was Ralph Whitford from Lac La Biche, a
town council member who understands well how municipa poli-
tics works. He had great input in our discussions of what type of
government would work on reserves. He has an incredible back-
ground. | will just mention a few things. Ralph has held several
senior community positions including director of Beaver Lake
Wah-Pow Detoxification and Treatment Centre. He was a member
and supervisor of the Lac La Biche-St. Paul District Native
Counselling Services of Albertaand heis now actively working as
amember of Awasisak and Family Development Circle Associa
tion. His background is absolutely noteworthy.
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| wanted to mention all these people who agreed to give their
time to become members of the task force. They wanted to try to do
something valuable for the people they care so much about, their
families.

| have talked about why | initiated the task force. | have talked
about the three stages that were involved in this process that we
went through and | have talked about the members of the task
force. We heard many concerns and complaints. Many were aimed
at chiefs and councils. Some were aimed at the community outside
of the reserve and many were aimed at the department of Indian
affairs.

® (1315)

These people got beyond that. They gave us recommendations
for change that would improve the system. That is what | want to
focus on.

There were nine recommendations the task force accepted and
put in the report which we presented to the minister of Indian
affairsin September. The task force met with the minister and | will
talk about that at the end of my presentation.

I would like to first talk about five of the nine recommendations.
They are the five that deal with accountability, really the lack of
accountability on reserves now. In category one we talked about
financial accountability. The first recommendation is the govern-
ment must enforce more comprehensive and transparent financial
reporting by band and settlement administrators. This information
must be freely available to all members and to the general public.
This recommendation, as did all of the others, came from the
aborigina grassroots people we heard from.

These recommendations are not all supported by Reform policy.
| do not support completely all the recommendations. But | was not
there to put a Reform platform into this process. What | was there
for wasto hear from the people, what they thought could be doneto
improve things for themselves and for the people they care about,
aborigina people in the constituency.

That was the first recommendation. There are some notable
quotes we havein this report from people who spoke to thisissue. |
will read one from Charles Favel from Saddle Lake reserve:
““Nobody on the reserve is told how much funding is received from
Indian affairs. As a result, administrators on some reserves and
settlements are able to show favouritism in distribution of funds”.
That was heard from several participants. Mr. Favel went on to say:
“All the money benefits are certain family groups. Some living
conditions on the reserve are so bad they are not even fit for an
animal. Yet some families that benefit from the funding drive new
cars, have new homes and have new clothes’. Mr. Favel in his
presentation spelled it out about as clearly asone can. Theway the

money is spent on his reserve is not right at all. The money is not
getting to the people most in need.

The second recommendation, again in the area of fiscal account-
ability, is that to ensure sound financial management on reserves
and settlements the government must provide better financial
management support for aboriginal councillors and administrators.

Many chiefs, councillors and administrators really do not have
the knowledge they need and the understanding they need to
properly account for the money they handle and which is being
spent. They made no excuse for this. They said that does not mean
they should not be held accountable for improper spending,
because they understand when the spending is improper. But they
need help to properly account for funding. They ask for that help to
come from the department of Indian affairs, which makes sense.
They said it is not coming now. Part of the help they need is very
clear guidelines that really put in place responsible accounting for
the money being spent.

| quote one of the participants on this recommendation: *“ Prob-
lems on reserves are the outgrowth of a system that at one time
prevented people from leaving reserves and at one time starved
them”. This is from George Forsyth from the Onion Lake Band.
““You can't go from a system where people are watched over every
minute to one where they are totally on their own and expect
perfect accountability’.

® (1320)

This is an individual who was mad as heck at his chief and
council, but he acknowledged that it was hard to move from the one
system to the other quickly. He said it was insanity to move to more
self-government before the proper fiscal accountability isin place.
This is exactly what this piece of legidation is doing. He made it
very clear that he wanted no part of this.

The third recommendation, again in the area of fiscal account-
ability, is the government, together with councillors and adminis-
trators, must ensure there are effective, regular and ongoing
consultations with band and settlement members.

One participant on this issue said the solution may be to require
band meetings where the people approve a forecast budget. This
person, who previously worked in an administrative role with a
band outside of Lakeland, said the crucial process was not yet in
place on that reserve. This is how people reacted to that concept
being presented to them. He said: *“You should have seen the
administrators' facesthe first time | brought up the idea. They said
‘it is not normal that you should have people discussing how the
money might be spent’”’. That is how out of touch the people on his
reserve were with this concept of accountability.
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I will never forget a meeting held in St. Paul attended by 65
to 70 participants. All but about five were aboriginal people. | was
clearly getting the message they were concerned about the move-
ment toward self-government. | heard it so much that | finally had
to ask a question. This was a meeting recorded by two television
cameras. | asked how many of the people at this meeting would
support moving toward self-government on their reserves.

As no hands went up on the question | wondered if they
understood the question. | then put the question another way:
““How many of you here are against any further movement toward
self-government until the problems of fiscal accountability and
electoral accountability are dealt with?’ Only one person was in
favour of any further movement to self-government before the
accountability was in place.

That person then said that the reason she put her hand up was
because she did not know what | meant by self-government. My
response to her was good point. The definition really has not been
put forth.

Another thing that came up at this meeting was when someone
said: ““Ron Irwin sent a memo out to reserves saying that no one
would be forced to take self-government until everyone was
ready’”. They are concerned that is not what is happening.

| have just gone through the three recommendations having to do
with fiscal accountability. | will have another chance at third
reading to talk about the electoral accountability.

When the task force members met with the minister of Indian
affairs she said ““we have heard all this stuff before, it has been in
the various commissions we have heard from before, this is not
new”. | said “so why haven't you done something about it?’ The
other task force members reinforced that. | said let us take one bite
sized chunk. Let us take one of the recommendations that came
under the democratic accountability thing, let us have Elections
Canada monitor elections on reserves. This was very simple.

The minister’s response to this was * There are some chiefs and
councils who do not support that concept. We have been talking
about it. Until | have the support of all chiefs and councils | cannot
move forward with that”.

Clearly this government will not move forward with anything if
it iswaiting for the support of every last chief and council because
many of these things will make it so that it will have to act in a
responsible and accountable way in governing on the reserves.

® (1325)

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver Island North, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | compliment my colleague on such an excellent speech. | know
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itisabit of an oxymoron but | hope there was a thoughtful Liberal
listening to what my colleague had to say.

The member for Wentworth—Burlington posed some questions
with regard to lack of transparency being a concern. That certainly
is a concern with this legislation and it is a concern in terms of all
kinds of current Indian Act legislation and policy from the
department.

Essentially many of the things that are done now are tantamount
to giving a blank cheque not only in terms of money but in terms of
issues. Bill C-49 gives essentially a blank cheque to these 14 band
councils in terms of marital assets and marital splits.

This agreement creates no protocol. It leaves an absolute void in
terms of how these local governments are to deal with municipal
governments on servicing agreements and all those things. There
needs to be protocol. That has been pointed out for the last two
years. There is no change to the legidation.

There is thought about rushing this legisation to committee
because somehow at committee it can be fixed. There has been
about $10 million invested in this piece of legislation through
government initiatives since the Tory years and it is till not right
because of a philosophical problem. It has nothing to do with what
should be here. It is philosophical. Committees will not fix it as
long as they are Liberal dominated.

There is aso no protocol for what happens when third party
interests are affected as a consequence of this legislation, and there
needs to be. Those are three obvious ones. The sixth month hoist is

appropriate.

Mr. Leon E. Benoit: Mr. Speaker, | thank my hon. colleague for
his questions.

With regard to the issue of transparency, | have eight reservesin
my constituency. We also had people participating from four Métis
settlements. In every single case there were many concerns ex-
pressed about a lack of transparency.

One person who participated said that the concept of actualy
fully disclosing and then having discussion among the band
members as to how money should be spent was foreign to him. He
said they had never heard anything like that before. Clearly
transparency is not there now. There is no insurance that it will be
there under the current rules, and the rules that are there are not
enforced. That is something that was made very clear again and
again. That is something that has to start happening.

If we are to make meaningful change and if the government
really wants to move in the direction of more self-government,
giving more control over their own destiny to aboriginal people,
then we have to ensure through tough guidelines that are enforced
that there is transparency. That has not happened.
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It is complete folly moving toward giving any more power to
chiefs and councils before that happens. What we have to do first
is have the accountability, the transparency, then move toward
giving aborigina people more control over their own destiny in
a way that they really want.

® (1330)

A blank cheque given to a band council on the issue of marital
split is a concern | hear about quite often. | also hear about cases
where a couple has split, divorced, moved apart, with one person
being on the reserve and one off. If they lived on the reserve the
only assetsthey would have had, in most cases, would have been on
the reserve.

The Deputy Speaker: | hesitate to interrupt the hon. member,
but he will have five minutes remaining in questions and comments
when the bill next comes up for consideration before the House.

It being 1.30 p.m., the House will now proceed to the consider-
ation of Private Members' Business as listed on today's order

paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS
[English]

ACCESSTO INFORMATION ACT

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-208, an act
to amend the Access to Information Act, as reported (with amend-
ment) from the committee.

Ms. Colleen Beaumier (Brampton West—M ississauga, Lib.)
moved that the bill be concurred in.

(Motion agreed to)

Ms. Colleen Beaumier moved that the bill be read the third time
and passed.

She said: Mr. Speaker, needless to say, | am delighted that the
House has taken this bill and accepted it as its own. It is now a
House hill.

| would like to thank all members from all sides of the House for
their co-operation and support.

The bill was amended with some reluctance. It was amended in
committee, where there was a great deal of co-operation as well.
This goes to show that none of us has the monopoly on anything
that is good and wonderful in this House. We al have different
ways of trying to get to the top of the mountain. Once we have
decided that we have a common goal we can work together.

Thisbill isabout accountability. We all want to be accountable to
our constituents and we all want the Access to Information Act to
be protected so that we can acquire information to be accountable.

| think all has been said that there is to say. This is not a very
large or comprehensive bill, but perhaps it is significant. Once
again | would like to thank all members.

Mr. GillesBernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased to speak today to Bill C-208, an act to amend the
Access to Information Act.

| would like to commend the hon. member for Brampton
West—Mississauga for bringing this legidation forward. It is a
tribute to her efforts that we are debating a private member’s bill at
this advanced stage of debate.

Hopefully the Liberals will be more co-operative with opposi-
tion parties in the House to ensure that private member’s business
is treated in a better manner.

It is well known that the Access to Information Act does not
have enough teeth. Even the former information commissioner has
said so in his most recent report.

On that note, | would also like to take this opportunity to
belatedly congratulate the hon. John Reid, aformer member of this
House, on his appointment as the new information commissioner. |
am pleased that my colleague, the House Leader for the Progres-
sive Conservative Party, was able to facilitate the appointment of a
qualified, hard working person such as Mr. Reid.

Bill C-208 would create an offence for a person who denies the
right of access under the Access to Information Act, who destroys,
mutilates or alters a record, who falsifies a record, who makes a
false entry in a record or who does not keep required records.

As amended by the justice committee, Bill C-208 would also
create an offence for anyone who directs, proposes or counsels
someone to ater or destroy official records.

This is an extremely important amendment because it extends
responsibility to senior managers who may order someone to break
the Access to Information Act. A person found guilty of this
indictable offence would be liable to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding two years or to a fine not exceeding $10,000, or baoth.
We would have liked to see the maximum punishment of fiveyears
as originally proposed under Bill C-208 kept, but we in the House
should focus on passing this bill.

® (1335)

In essence, Bill C-208 remains a very simple amendment to the
Access to Information Act that will nonetheless strengthen the
provisions of the overall act. For some time now Canadians have
been losing confidence in their public institutions and especialy in
government. Canadians need to know their federal government is
truly working on their behalf and truly working well, otherwise
people fed that both their votes and their taxes are wasted.

The Access to Information Act is one of the tools for the public
to achieve that objective and this amendment proposed in Bill
C-208 is ssimply helping to make the law more complete. The
amendment would give more visibility, more access and more teeth
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to the Access to Information Act by including strong penalties for
those who do their utmost to prevent its application. Thisis not to
say that more could have been done to improve the act.

For example, amendments could have been proposed to allow
the public access to documents of the privy council which are
currently confidential. In fact, many other amendments reflecting
the concerns and expectations of information commissioners, past
and present, could have been tabled in the same manner.

Thisis not areflection of this bill or the bill’s sponsor, the hon.
member for Brampton West—M ississauga, but it is areflection on
the Liberal government that is obsessed with keeping secrets and
covering up instead of being open and straightforward with Cana-
dians. On the other hand, it was the Right Hon. Joe Clark during his
tenure as prime minister who first acted on alongstanding call for
an Access to Information Act. His Progressive Conservative
government introduced such legidation in 1979.

Unfortunately, the Liberals and the NDP, out of their partisan
interests, defeated that government and the bill died on the order
paper. Several more years would pass until the legislation was
reintroduced and took effect. Thankfully, Mr. Clark is returning to
the scene and will no doubt bring the same fresh and innovative
ideas to change government for the betterment of Canadians.

On behalf of the Progressive Conservative Party of Canada, | am
pleased to support Bill C-208. | encourage all members to do so.
We believe it is a step forward in opening up the government to
more public scrutiny and in giving Canadians a stronger sense of
public control and identity with their public institutions.

| hope the government follows the example of the member for
Brampton West—M i ssissauga and introduces more comprehensive
amendments to the Access to Information Act.

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
it is really an honour and a pleasure today to rise and first of all
congratulate my colleague, the member for Brampton West—Mis-
sissauga, on Bill C-208.

As members of the House will know, it takes a combination of
initiative and perseverance to get a private member’s bill to third
reading, and | congratulate her for that.

[Translation]

Before providing details on the bill, | want to make it clear that
the Minister of Justice supports Bill C-208.

Private Members' Business

The justice committee recently reviewed the bill and, after
making some necessary amendments, it unanimously supported its
passage. | take this opportunity to thank all the members of the
justice committee.

| hope al members of the House will follow the example set by
the justice committee and will vote in favour of Bill C-208,
regardless of their political affiliation. | say this because, in my
opinion, this bill is crucia for Canada and for Canadians, and
should therefore get the unanimous support of this House.

[English]

Without doubt, Bill C-208 is short but its importance greatly
exceeds its length. The bill would add an offence to the Access to
Information Act. The offence proposed in the bill would apply to
anyone who, with the intent to deny a right of access under the
Access to Information Act, destroys, mutilates, alters, falsifies or
conceals a record or makes a false record.

® (1340)

The offence would also apply to someone who directs, counsels
or causes anyone to do so. This last aspect is important because it
means that a person will not be able to escape the offence by telling
someone else, a subordinate, for example, to do the act.

When the bill was first discussed in the House, | on behalf of the
Minister of Justice expressed reservations regarding the penalty
that the hon. member for Brampton West—M ississauga had put in
the origina version of her bill.

This was one of the main issues discussed by the committee. |
am pleased to report, as| said earlier in the other official language,
that the committee unanimously adopted the amendment of the
hon. member for Brampton West—M ississauga. It was agreed that
the offence should be made a hybrid offence rather than a straight
indictable offence. This means that the crown has the flexibility to
proceed against an accused person, either by way of indictment or
by way of a summary proceeding.

[Translation]

The flexibility | am referring to is required because the indict-
ment procedure is more complicated and, therefore, summary
conviction is simpler and more direct. This flexibility also applies
to the possible maximum penalty.

The committee decided that, if a person is prosecuted by way of
indictment, the maximum penalty should be five years imprison-
ment or a$10,000 fine, or both. If a person is prosecuted by way of
summary conviction, then the maximum penalty should be six
months imprisonment or a $5,000 fine, or both.
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Private Members' Business

Before getting into the purpose of Bill C-208 and generally what
it provides for, | would like to take a moment to share some
genera information with the hon. members of this House.

[English]

Canadians have been the beneficiaries of a federal Access to
Information Act since 1983. It isnot to say that thisact could not be
improved upon and brought more up to date. In fact we have an
example of it today.

Canadians can be confident that the government will not ignore
the issue. For a decade and a half Canadians have enjoyed a high
level of accessto government information. It is worth pointing out
that Canada is only one of a handful of countries that has such
legidation. For example, England does not yet have access to
information legislation although Mr. Blair’'s government has issued
a position paper in favour of creating it.

[Translation]

Under this legidation, only specific and limited exceptions may
be invoked by the government for refusing to alow access to
information. In such cases, the legidation gives individuas the
right to file a complaint with the information commissioner and to
have the government’s decision reviewed by the federa court.

The purpose of the Accessto Information Act is to help citizens
play their rightful role in a free and democratic society. Unfortu-
nately, in some societies, citizens do not have such rights and
therefore have no means by which they can call their government to
account.

[English]

When the justice committee first considered Bill C-208 in May
of thisyear it asked the hon. member for Brampton West—Missis-
sauga to state the purpose of her bill. She declared that her bill was
about accountability. It isimportant to note that on the relationship
between the Access to Information Act and accountability the
Supreme Court of Canada is in agreement with the hon. member.

The supreme court has so far decided only one case involving the
Access to Information Act and therein the court wrote:

The overarching purpose of access to information legislation is to facilitate
democracy by helping to ensure that citizens have the information required to
participate meaningfully in the democratic process and that politicians and
bureaucrats remain accountable to the citizenry.

[Translation]

| mentioned that Canadians are lucky to have the Access to
Information Act but, on closer examination, this legislation is not
as flawless as it seems.

An important omission has been identified with respect to the
protection it affords: as things now stand, thereis no penalty for

deliberately altering or destroying a file. The former information
commissioner had aready pointed this out. In fact, he recom-
mended that an offence relating to the destruction of documents be
added to the Access to Information Act.

The law makes obstruction of the information commissioner an
offence, and if there is any information relating to the commission
of any offence against any law of Canada or a province on the part
of any officer or employee of a government institution, the
information commissioner may disclose this to the Attorney
General of Canada. The bill before us today remedies that short-
coming.

® (1345)
[English]

We simply cannot have a situation in Canada in which people
can with impunity completely block accountability by destroying
documents to thwart access. Bill C-208 would prevent this.

Again | wish to say that the Minister of Justice fully supports
Bill C-208.

Mr. Janko Peri¢ (Cambridge, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to speak this afternoon at report stage of Bill C-208, an act to
amend the Access to Information Act.

| wish to begin by commending the bill. | would also like to
commend my colleague from Brampton West—Mississauga for
working hard in introducing this bill and all parties for supporting
Bill C-208.

The time has arrived for parliament to ensure that actions with
the intent to deny access to information through destruction,
falsification or conceament of records are penalized. Clearly,
manipulation of documents in this manner is not an acceptable
operating principle. The issue of increasing the accountability of
those denying access to information through the behaviour outlined
in Bill C-208 is essential. Accountability is the essence of Bill
C-208.

In Bill C-208, this parliament has before it an important private
member’s bill. The fact that Bill C-208, a private member’s hill,
has come this far is atestament to the worthiness of its content and
intent.

| believe most Canadians want record abusers stopped and
penalties enacted for abusers that include fines and jail terms. Bill
C-208 ensures this outcome. As a consequence of ensuring ac-
countability, this bill will forge better public trust and assurance. |
urge this House not to let the opportunity provided for in Bill C-208
to pass by.

Aswe know, Canadais one of only a dozen countries throughout
the world with access to information legisation. Bill C-208
demonstrates the Canadian resolve to offer accessto information in
an accountable and open manner. Strengthening the Access to
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Information Act through Bill C-208 illustrates Canada’s approach
that is unique to most of the world.

Bill C-208 provides for prosecution of an individual by way of
indictment or summary conviction. This legal flexibility permits
greater possibilities for prosecution thereby making the Access to
Information Act more effective.

In strengthening the Access to Information Act, Bill C-208
strengthens democracy in Canada. Individuals scheming to manip-
ulate records from public access need to be called to account for
their actions. This is the basis of Bill C-208.

Passage of this legidation will be to this parliament’s credit. It
will be remembered as yet another instance when parliament
endeavoured to protect and benefit Canadians.

| strongly support this hill. | urge all colleagues in the House to
do the same.

® (1350)
The Deputy Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. members: Question.

The Deputy Speaker: The question is on the motion. Is it the
pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Deputy Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will
please say yea.

Private Members' Business

Some hon. members: Yea

The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.
Some hon. members: Nay.

The Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Deputy Speaker: Pursuant to Standing Order 45, the
recorded division stands deferred until Monday, November 16,
1998 at the ordinary hour of daily adjournment.

That concludes Private Members' Business for this day.

Accordingly | should advise the House as a matter of historic
note that on Wednesday, November 6, 1867, 131 years ago today,
this House met for the first time. It is a date we might remember.

An hon. member: Were you here?

The Deputy Speaker: | do not think any of us present today
were here on that occasion.

[Translation]

The House stands adjourned until Monday, November 16 1998,
at 11 am., pursuant to Standing Orders 28(2) and 24(1).

[English]
Have a nice week away, my colleagues.

(The House adjourned at 1.51 p.m.)
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Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt ...  Ontario ............. Lib.
Keddy, Gerald . ..... ... SouthShore ............... NovaScotia ......... PC
Kenney,Jason . ..........oiii Calgary Southeast .......... Alberta.............. Ref.
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Blackstrap . ................ Saskatchewan. .. ..... Ref.
KeYes, Stan . ... HamiltonWest ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Kilger,Bob . ... Stormont—Dundas . ... .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .. Edmonton Southeast . ... . ... Alberta.............. Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ............ Elgin— Middlesex— London Ontario ............. Lib.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert .............. Saskatchewan......... Ref.
KraftSloan, Karen . ...t YorkNorth ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Laliberte,Rick ... Churchill River ............ Saskatchewan........ NDP
Lalonde FranCing ...t Mercier ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lastewka, Walt, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry .. ... St.Catharines .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... .. Joliette . ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond ......... ...t Verdun — Saint-Henri . ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain. ... i Chambly .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Lee, DEreK .o Scarborough — Rouge River Ontario ............. Lib.
Lefebvre REean ... .. ... Champlain ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Leung, Sophia ...... ... Vancouver Kingsway ....... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Lill,Wendy . ... Dartmouth................. NovaScotia ......... NDP
Lincoln, Clifford . ..... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ........... Quebec ............. Lib.
Longfield,Judi . ..... ... Whitby — Ajax ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Loubier, YVan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe— Bagot ... Quebec ............. BQ
Lowther, Bric ... CalgaryCentre ............. Alberta.............. Ref.
LUNN, GaIY ..ot Saanich— GulfIslands ... .. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Ministerof Labour .................... Cadigan .................. PrinceEdwardIsland . Lib.
MacKay,Peter ... ... . Pictou — Antigonish —

Guysborough .............. NovaScotia ......... PC
Mahoney, Steve . ... ... MississaugaWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . ... Bramalea— Gore —

Malton— Springdale ... .... Ontario ............. Lib.

Maloney,John . ... ... Erie—Lincoln ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
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Mancini, Peter ... ... . Sydney — Victoria .. .... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .......................... OttawaSouth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Manning, Preston, Leader of theOpposition....................... Calgary Southwest . .. ....... Alberta.............. Ref.
Marceau,Richard . .............. ... .. Charlesbourg .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . QuébecEast ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister for International Trade............... YorkWest................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Mark, INKy ... Dauphin— SwanRiver .. ... Manitoba............ Ref.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister for International Cooperation and

Minister responsiblefor Francophonie . ........................ Sudbury ...l Oontario ............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... ..o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca... BritishColumbia..... Ref.
Martin,Pat . ........ .. WinnipegCentre ........... Manitoba............ NDP
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard .......... Quebec ............. Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister

responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .ol Hull —Aylmer ............ Quebec ............. Lib.
Matthews, Bill . ...... .. Burin— St.George's .......... Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Mayfield, Philip ....... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... . ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole .. ... Edmonton Southwest . ...... Alberta.............. Ref.
McCormick,Larry ....... ..o Hastings— Frontenac —

Lennox and Addington. . .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
McDonough, AleXa. . .. ..o Halifax.................... NovaScotia ......... NDP
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand

Agri—Food ... Egmont ................... Prince Edward Island Lib.
McKay,John . ... ScarboroughEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of

Canada. . ... EdmontonWest ............ Alberta.............. Lib.
McNally,Grant . ... Dewdney — Alouette .. . . ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
McTeague,Dan ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge Ontario ............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted . ... VancouverQuadra. .. ....... British Columbia . . ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ....... ... . ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve.. Quebec ............. BQ
Mercier,Paul ........ ... . . Terrebonne— Blainville .... Quebec ............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... South Surrey — White

Rock —Langley ........... British Columbia . .. .. Ref.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State  onavista— Trinity —

(Atlantic CanadaOpportunitieSAgency) ............coovevnn.. Conception ................ Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the

Whole . ... Kingstonandtheldands .... Ontario ............. Lib.
Mills,Bob . ..o RedDeer .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Mills, DENNIST. ...t Broadview — Greenwood ... Ontario ............. Lib.
MIiNNa, Maria . ... Beaches— East York ....... Oontario ............. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Parks) .................... Parry Sound — Muskoka.... Ontario ............. Lib.
MOITISON, LeB . . ..o CypressHills— Grasslands..  Saskatchewan. ....... Ref.
MUISE, MarK ..o WestNova ................ NovaScotia ......... PC
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
MYErs, LYNN ... Waterloo— Wellington ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Nault, RobertD. .. ... Kenora— Rainy River .. .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Bellechasse— Etchemins—

Agri—Food)(FisheriesandOceans) ..............ccooviiieann.. Montmagny — L’ Idlet ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
NUNZIata, JONN .. .. York South— Weston ... . ... Oontario ............. Ind.
Nystrom, Hon. Lorne ... Regina— Qu'Appelle ...... Saskatchewan. .. ..... NDP
O'Brien,LawrenceD. . ... Labrador .................. Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
O Brien,Pat ... London — Fanshawe ....... Oontario ............. Lib.
OReilly,John ... ..o Haliburton — Victoria—

Brock ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Obhrai,Deepak . ..... ... CalgaryEast ............... Alberta.............. Ref.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Pagtakhan, Rey D. ... ... i Winnipeg North— St. Paul .. Manitoba............ Lib.
Pankiw, JIM ..o Saskatoon — Humboldt . .. .. Saskatchewan........ Ref.
Paradis, DeniS. .. ..ot Brome— Missisquoi ....... Quebec ............. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ........... ... ... ... L. NiagaraCentre ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works
and Government SErVICES . . . ... v v MississaugaCentre ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Patry,Bernard . ........ ... Pierrefonds— Dollard ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Penson,Charlie ... PeaceRiver ................ Alberta.............. Ref.
Peric, Janko . ... Cambridge ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Perron, GIlleS—A. .. ... Riviére-des-Milleles. . .. .. QuebeC ............. BQ
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial
INSLtULIONS) . ... oo Willowdale ................ Ontario ............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment  Papineau— Saint-Denis .... Quebec ............. Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National
Revenue ........ .. HamiltonMountain ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... .. i Drummond ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry ... .o Chatham — Kent Essex ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary . . ... NiagaraFals............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet —
Bécancour................. Quebec ............. BQ
Power,Charlie ....... ... St.John'sWest............. Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Pratt, David . ...t Nepean— Carleton .. ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Price, David . ... Compton — Stanstead . ... ... Quebec ............. PC
Proctor, DicK . ... Paliser.................... Saskatchewan........ NDP
Proud, GEOrge . ... Hillsborough .............. Prince Edward Island Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...ttt SaultSte. Marie ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Redman, Karen ... KitchenerCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reed, Julian, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ..  Halton .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reynolds, John. ... ... West Vancouver — Sunshine
Coast ........cooiiii BritishColumbia . . . .. Ref.
Richardson,John . ..... ... Perth— Middlesex ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops, Thompson and
HighlandValleys........... British Columbia . .. .. NDP
RItZ, GOITY Battlefords— Lloydminster .  Saskatchewan........ Ref.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration... Westmount— Ville-Marie .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... Burnaby — Douglas . ........ British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ............. Quebec ............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . ... ......................... EtobicokeCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada  Brossard— LaPrairie. ... . .. Quebec ............. Lib.
SEIUHEN, GUY .o Abitibi — Baie-James—
Nunavik .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Sauvageau,Benoit .. ... Repentigny ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... Kelowna .................. British Columbia .. ... Ref.
Scott, Hon. Andy, Solicitor General of Canada .................... Fredericton ................ New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ..., British Columbia . . ... Ref.
SEKOra, LOU ..ot Port Moody — Coquitlam —
Port Coquitlam ............. BritishColumbia . . . .. Lib.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— Cochrane... Ontario ............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex . ... Durham ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat .............. Alberta.............. Ref.
SolomMoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — Lake
Centre .............ooue. Saskatchewan. .. ... .. NDP
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Haldimand — Norfolk —
Trade ... Brant ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
St.Denis, Brent . ... Algoma— Manitoulin . .. ... Ontario ............. Lib.
StHilaire,Caroline. ... Longueuil ................. Quebec ............. BQ
St=Jacques,Diane ... ... Shefford .................. Quebec ............. PC
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce ............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Minister of theEnvironment . .............. Northumberland............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

Development . ....... ..o Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap ... ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
Stoffer, Peter . ... Sackville— EasternShore... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValey .............. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship

and Immigration . . ... Kitchener — Waterloo . .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the

Whole ... Saint-Lambert ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Thompson, Greg . .. ..o e New Brunswick Southwest ..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the

Environment ... Burlington................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Tremblay,Stéphan ......... ... i Lac-Saint-Jean ............ Quebec ............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ....... ... i Rimouski — Mitis.......... Quebec ............. BQ
Turp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.... Quebec ............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o Lambton — Kent —

Middlesex ................. Oontario ............. Lib.

Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ... ..... Stoney Creek .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . .. ... .. PrinceEdward — Hastings .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Vautour, ANgela. . . ... Beauségjour — Petitcodiac ... NewBrunswick ...... NDP
VEIacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............... Saskatchewan........ Ref.
Venng Piermrette . ... Saint—-Bruno — Saint—Hubert  Quebec ............. BQ
Volpe, JOSEPN . . ..o Eglinton — Lawrence. . ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest . . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ....... ..o Winnipeg North Centre ... ... Manitoba............ NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ................. New Brunswick . ..... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... EsseX ... Oontario ............. Lib.
White, Randy . ... ... Langley — Abbotsford . . . . .. British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver ........... British Columbia .. ... Ref.
WIlfert, Bryon .. ... ... OakRidges ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs .. Nipissing.................. Oontario ............. Lib.

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic
Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Nameof Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary — NoseHill .................. Ref.
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l Ref.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol Ref.
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Ref.
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton — Strathcona .............. Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... Ref.
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ref.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
Manning, Preston, Leader of the Opposition . ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (32)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay — Columbia................ Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . .................ccou.. .. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta— South Richmond ............. Ref.
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of National Revenue .................... Vancouver South— Burnaby .......... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... Ref.
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam —
Burnaby ...............al Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni .................. Ref.
GOUK, JIM Kootenay — Boundary — Okanagan ... Ref.
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... Ref.

Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihalla .............. Ref.
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Hill day ..o Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... Ref.
Leung, Sophia . ... ... VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
LUNN, GaIY ..t e Saanich— Gulfldands ............... Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ..o Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. Ref.
MCNallY, Grant .. ... Dewdney — Alouette . ................ Ref.
MCEWhINney, Ted . . . ... e VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... .. South Surrey — WhiteRock — Langley  Ref.
Reynolds, JONN . . ... . West Vancouver — SunshineCoast . . . .. Ref.
RIS, NEISON .. Kamloops, Thompson and Highland
Valeys ... NDP
RoObINSON, Svend J. . ... ... Burnaby —Douglas .................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e Kelowna .................oooiiL. Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SEKOMA, LOU ..t Port Moody — Coquitlam — Port
Coquitlam ... Lib.
SHNSON, Darrel . ... Okanagan—Shuswap ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValey ........................ Ref.
White, Randy . .. ... .. Langley — Abbotsford . ............... Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

Alcock, Reg, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... Winnipeg— Transcona ............... NDP
Borotsik, RICK ... ... Brandon—Souris.................... PC
Degarlais,Bev . . ... Churchill ............................ NDP
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Science, Research and

Development)(WesternEconomicDiversification) ................ ...t SaintBoniface ............. ... ... Lib.
Harvard, JONN . . ... Charleswood St. James— Assiniboia ... Lib.
Hilstrom, Howard .. ... e Selkirk—Interlake . .................. Ref.
Hoeppner, JaKE E. .. ... Portage—Lisgar..................... Ref.
Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeVEIOPIMENT . ..o Provencher ............ ... ... ... ... Lib.
Mark, INKY .. Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... Ref.
Martin, Pat ... ... . WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Pagtakhan, Rey D. . . ... . Winnipeg North— St. Paul ............ Lib.
WasylyCiaLeiS,Judy .. ........ouii WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue— Mactaquac ................ PC
Bradshaw, Claudette, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation Moncton — Riverview — Dieppe ... ... Lib.
DUDE JEAN . ..o Madawaska— Restigouche............ PC
GOiN, YVON . . .o Acadie—Bathurst ................... NDP
Herron, JONN . . ... Fundy —Royal ...................... PC
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
Scott, Hon. Andy, Solicitor Generalof Canada ...........................co.... Fredericton .......................... Lib.
ThOmMPSON, Greg . . ..ot e e New Brunswick Southwest ............ PC
VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beauséjour — Petitcodiac ............. NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
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NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
BaKer, GEOIgE S, .. it Gander — GrandFalls ................ Lib.
Byrne, Gerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources ............. Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St.George’'s . .............. .. PC
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
CanadaOpportunitieSAGENCY) . ... vttt e Bonavista— Trinity — Conception ... .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. . . ... Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
Power,Charlie ....... ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ......... .. Nunavut ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt . . ... Kings—Hants....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland— Colchester ............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... Brasd'Or — CapeBreton ............. NDP
Barle, GOordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore ....................ott. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou — Antigonish — Guysborough .. PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney — Victoria ................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . ... Halifax...........oooiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
SOff e, PELEr . . .. Sackville— EasternShore............. NDP
ONTARIO (99)
Adams, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMIONS ... oot Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . o oo BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . . oo LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . . ... .. BramptonWest — Mississauga. . . ... .. Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . . ... Timmins— JamesBay ................ Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage ......... Ottawa— Vanier ..................... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . . ..o Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s........ Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan — King—Aurora ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ...... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeVEIOPIMENT . ..o Oakville. ...t Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth— Burlington ............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . . . Dufferin— Peel — Wellington— Grey .  Lib.
CanniS, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.

Caplan, Elinor, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health . ..................... Thornhill ............. ... ... . ... Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Carroll, ATLEEN ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest — Nepean ............... Lib.
Chamberlain, Brenda, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ............... Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke .. . .. Lib.
Cohen, SNaUGNNESSY . . ...ttt e Windsor — St.Clair .................. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ...t DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . et e e e e Thunder Bay — Superior North ........ Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
CULEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers,Paul ... ... ... SimcoeNorth ........................ Lib.
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport .................. Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ...........cooiviiiinn... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford ... Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, JONN . . . DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre— Rosedale ........... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................c i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ............ Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Jackson, OVId L. ... Bruce—Grey ...l Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
KOV ES, AN . . . oo HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont—Dundas .................. Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary toPrimeMinister .......................... Elgin— Middlesex—London ... ...... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . . ... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Industry ................... St.Catharines ...t Lib.
LB, DErEK . Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Longfield, Judi . .. ... Whithy — Ajax ...................... Lib.
Mahoney, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . ... ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton —

Springdale. ... Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie—Lincoln ...................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry ................. i i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister for International Trade . .. .......................... YorkWest.........cooviiii Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible

for Francophonie . ... .. ..o Sudbury . ... Lib.

MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and

Addington.................o Lib.
MKy, JONN ... ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan .. ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge . .. ...... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ...t e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
MINNa, Maria . ... e e Beaches— EastYork ................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Parks) . ...t Parry Sound — Muskoka.............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.
MYEIS, LYNN L Waterloo— Wellington ............... Lib.
Nault, RODE D . . . .. Kenora— RainyRiver ................ Lib.

NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e York South—Weston ................ Ind.
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Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
O BHEN, Pat . ... London —Fanshawe ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Haliburton — Victoria— Brock . . ... ... Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ......... ... i NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Worksand

GOVEINMENESEIVICES ...ttt e MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ............. ...l Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue ............ HamiltonMountain ................... Lib.
PiCKard, JBrTY . Chatham — KentEssex ............... Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . . . ... Nepean—Carleton................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . .. ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen .. ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ................ Haton ........ ... ... .ol Lib.
Richardson, JONn . . ... Perth— Middlesex ................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . . ........... ..o EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— Cochrane ............. Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haldimand — Norfolk — Brant ........ Lib.
St DENIS, Brent .. ..o Algoma— Manitoulin ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . .. ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Minister of theEnvironment . ............................ Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ........... Brant ............. Lib.
Szabho, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.  Kitchener— Waterloo ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of theEnvironment ............ Burlington............. ... ... ... .. Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAI . .. Lambton — Kent — Middlesex ........ Lib.
Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Finance ...................... Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
VOIPE, JOSEPN . . .o Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib.
WIlTEIt, BIrYON ..o OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiii.n, Lib.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs ................ NIpisSiNg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, Wayne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans ......... Malpeque ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Ministerof Labour ............ ...t Cadigan ... Lib.
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . . .. Egmont ........... ... ... .l Lib.
Proud, GEOIQE . ... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.
QUEBEC (75)

Alarie HEBNE. . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccouioo... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond — Arthabaska.............. PC
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

Of CaNAOA .. ..o Ahuntsic ............ ... o Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ... o Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres— Les—Patriotes ............ BQ



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
BENIEr, YVaN . .o Bonaventure— Gaspé— Tles—deda—
Madeleine—Pabok .................. BQ
Bertrand, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence........... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, Pl e . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cardin, SErgE . .ot Sherbrooke ............ ... BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada
fortheRegionsof QUEDEC) ... ... .ot Outremont..............ccviiin... Lib.
Charbonneal, YVON . ... e Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ...t Sant-Maurice ................n. Lib.
Chrétien, JEam—GUY . .. ...ttt e e Frontenac— Mégantic ................ BQ
Coderre, DENIS . . .o Bourassa ............ccciiiiii Lib.
Cré&te, Paul ... .. Kamouraska— Riviére-du—Loup —
Témiscouata— LesBasgues . .......... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ........... ... i LavalCentre.......................... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs ... Saint-Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, NiCK . ... ..o Vaudreuil — Soulanges ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ottt e e e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—-de-la—Chaudiere. . . . .. BQ
Duceppe, GIllES . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o e e e e e Argenteuil — Papineau. ............... BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila . ... MountRoyal ........................ Lib.
Folco,Raymonde . .......... o LavalWest ...............cooiiii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain .. ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard — Saint—Michel ........ Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStiang . ........it i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... . Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. . ..o BQ
GOdiN, MaUFICe . ... e e Chéteauguay ...............c.coooiiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . .. e e e e Laurentides................ ... BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... ... Beauport — Montmorency — Cote—de—
Beaupré— lle-d’'Orléans.............. BQ
Harvey, ANdre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... PC
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace— Lachine .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...ttt e Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Laurin ReNG . . .. Joliette . ......... . BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun— Saint-Henri ................ Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
LefbVre, REEaN . ... . Champlain .......................... BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... . . QuébecEast ......................... BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ............. ... ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor
INFrastrUCIUNE . ..o Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ

Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne— Blainville .............. BQ
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Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food)(Fisheriesand  ggj|echasse— Etchemins—

OCEANS) .« vttt et Montmagny — L’Islet ................ Lib.
Paradis, DENiS. . ... Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Patry, Bernard ... ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Paron, GIllES—A. . .. oo Riviere—des-Mille-iles................ BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau— Saint-Denis .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet— Bécancour . BQ
Price, David . ... Compton— Stanstead ................ PC
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Westmount — Ville-Marie ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor Generalof Canada ............. Brossard— LaPrairie................. Lib.
SEUHEN, GUY . .o Abitibi — Baie-James— Nunavik. . . ... Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... . Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ......... ... ... ...l BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .............. PC
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE . .. ... . Rimouski — Mitis.................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Bruno — Saint—Hubert .......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)
Axworthy, Chris ... . Saskatoon — Rosetown — Biggar ... . .. NDP
Baley, ROy ... Souris— MooseMountain ............ Ref.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . ......... ... Wascana ............ccoiiii Lib.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ... Ref.
Konrad, DErreK . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ Ref.
Laliberte, RIiCK . ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . e CypressHills— Grasslands. ........... Ref.
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE .. ... e Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... Ref.
Proctor, DIiCK . ... Paliser..........cooi NDP
RItZ, GOy .t Battlefords— Lloydminster ........... Ref.
S0lOMON, JONN . . .o Regina— Lumsden — LakeCentre. . . .. NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..o e e Wanuskewin. ..............coovvnnn... Ref.

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON ..o NDP
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(As of November 6th, 1998 — 1st Session, 36th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Guy St—Julien Vice-Chairmen:  John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Peter Adams Louise Hardy Gerad Keddy Mike Scott (16)
Claude Bachand David Iftody Judi Longfield Myron Thompson
John Bryden Nancy Karetak—Lindell Lawrence O'Brien Bryon Wilfert
Ghidain Fournier
Associate Members
Cliff Breitkreuz Bill Casey Reed Elley Keith Martin
René Canuel Pierre de Savoye Maurice Godin Gilles Perron
Serge Cardin Gordon Earle Rick Laliberte Maurice Vellacott
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chairman: John Harvard Vice-Chairmen: Murray Calder
Howard Hilstrom
Hélene Alarie Denis Coderre Larry McCormick Dick Proctor (16)
Paul Bonwick Odina Desrochers Joe McGuire Paul Steckle
Rick Borotsik Jake Hoeppner Denis Paradis Rose-Marie Ur
Garry Breitkreuz
Associate Members
Peter Adams Rick Casson Réjean Lefebvre Greg Thompson
Leon Benoit Michelle Dockrill Lorne Nystrom Myron Thompson
Pierre Brien Allan Kerpan John Solomon
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chairman: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairmen: Inky Mark
Ted McWhinney
Mauril Bélanger Joe Jordan Eric Lowther Jim Pankiw (16)
Paul Bonwick Raymond Lavigne DennisMills Caroline St—Hilaire
Sarmite Bulte Wendy Lill Mark Muise Suzanne Tremblay
John Godfrey
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Serge Cardin Monique Guay Pat O’Brien
André Bachand Denis Coderre Albina Guarnieri Louis Plamondon
Claude Bachand Antoine Dubé Rick Laliberte George Proud
Rick Borotsik Maurice Dumas Francine Lalonde Benoit Sauvageau
Cliff Breitkreuz Gordon Earle Peter MacK ay Elsie Wayne
Pierre Brien Christiane Gagnon
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE STUDY OF SPORT IN CANADA

Chairman: DennisMills
Denis Coderre Wendy Lill Inky Mark George Proud 9
Albina Guarnieri Peter MacKay Pat O’Brien Suzanne Tremblay

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION
Chairman: Rey Pagtakhan Vice-Chairs: Leon Benoit
Raymonde Folco

Mark Assad Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Patrick Martin Réal Ménard (16)
Jean Augustine Sophia Leung John McKay Jack Ramsay
Paul DeVillers Steve Mahoney Grant McNally Andrew Telegdi

Norman Doyle

Associate Members

Claude Bachand Serge Cardin Louise Hardy Diane St-Jacques
Bernard Bigras Libby Davies Deepak Obhrai Daniel Turp
Pierre Brien Monique Guay Benoit Sauvageau

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Charles Caccia Vice-Chairmen: Bill Gilmour
Karen Kraft Sloan

Sarkis Assadourian Yvon Charbonneau Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Rick Laliberte (16)
Gérard Asselin Paul Forseth John Herron David Pratt

Aileen Carroll Roger Gallaway Joe Jordan Paddy Torsney

Rick Casson

Associate Members

Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Maurice Godin Nelson Riis
Peter Adams Chuck Cadman Louise Hardy Benoit Sauvageau
Hélene Alarie Serge Cardin Gar Knutson Peter Stoffer
Leon Benoit John Duncan David Price Stéphan Tremblay

Bernard Bigras




Chairman:

Carolyn Bennett
Scott Brison
Odina Desrochers
Ken Epp

Diane Ablonczy
Rob Anders
Chris Axworthy
Rick Borotsik
Pierre Brien
Serge Cardin
Norman Doyle
Claude Drouin

Maurizio Bevilacqua

Roger Gallaway
Sophia Leung
Yvan Loubier

Antoine Dubé

Paul Forseth

Jocelyne Girard-Bujold
John Herron

Dale Johnston

Jim Jones

Jason Kenney

Stan Keyes

FINANCE

Vice-Chairs:

Gary Pillitteri
Karen Redman
Nelson Riis

Associate Members

Francine Lalonde
Peter MacKay
Alexa McDonough
Bob Mills

Lynn Myers

Lorne Nystrom
Gilles Perron

Nick Discepola
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Monte Solberg (16)
Paul Szabo
Tony Valeri

Pauline Picard
Charlie Power
Gerry Ritz

Yves Rocheleau
John Solomon
Stéphan Tremblay
Pierrette Venne

FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chairman: Charles Hubbard Vice-Chairmen:  John Cummins
Carmen Provenzano
Yvan Bernier Gar Knutson Bill Matthews Lou Sekora (16)
Claude Drouin Gary Lunn Lawrence O'Brien Paul Steckle
Wayne Easter Keith Martin Yves Rocheleau Peter Stoffer
Nancy Karetak—Lindell
Associate Members
GillesBernier Ghidain Fournier Denis Paradis Mike Scott
René Canuel Bill Gilmour Svend Robinson Angela Vautour
Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield
FOREIGN AFFAIRSAND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chairman: Bill Graham Vice-Chairs: Colleen Beaumier
Sarkis Assadourian Maud Debien Jerry Pickard Bob Speller (18)
Jean Augustine Sheila Finestone Julian Reed Darrel Stinson
André Bachand Bernard Patry Svend Robinson Daniel Turp
John Cannis Charlie Penson Benoit Sauvageau
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Aileen Carroall Patrick Martin Charlie Power
Bill Blaikie Raymonde Folco Ted McWhinney Nelson Riis
Paul Bonwick Gurmant Grewal Paul Mercier John Solomon
Claudette Bradshaw Monique Guay Robert Nault Diane St-Jacques
Sarmite Bulte René Laurin Lorne Nystrom Chuck Strahl
Murray Calder Richard Marceau Deepak Obhrai Stéphan Tremblay
Serge Cardin Keith Martin
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Colleen Beaumier
Jean Augustine Claudette Bradshaw Sheila Finestone Svend Robinson 9
Paul Bonwick Maud Debien Keith Martin Diane St-Jacques

SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
TRADE DISPUTES AND INVESTMENT

Chairman: Sarmite Bulte
Sarkis Assadourian Bill Blaikie Raymonde Folco Benoit Sauvageau 9
André Bachand Murray Calder Charlie Penson Bob Speller

HEALTH
Chair: Joseph Volpe Vice-Chairs: Reed Elley
Denis Paradis
Bernard Bigras Ovid Jackson Robert Nault Rose-Marie Ur (16)
Elinor Caplan Dan McTeague Pauline Picard Maurice Vellacott
Aileen Carroll MariaMinna Greg Thompson Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Grant Hill
Associate Members

Pierre Brien Pierre de Savoye Christiane Gagnon Réal Ménard
Serge Cardin Antoine Dubé John Herron Lynn Myers
Libby Davies Michelle Dockrill Keith Martin Caroline St—Hilaire

HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES

Chairman: Albina Guarnieri Vice-Chairs: Dale Johnston
Bryon Wilfert
Diane Ablonczy Brenda Chamberlain Libby Davies Larry McCormick (18)
Bernard Bigras Hec Clouthier Jean Dubé John O’ Rellly
Claudette Bradshaw Denis Coderre Christiane Gagnon Maurice Vellacott
Bonnie Brown Paul Créte John Godfrey

Associate Members

Yvan Bernier Michelle Dockrill Deborah Grey Lorne Nystrom
Pierre Brien Antoine Dubé Wendy Lill Yves Rocheleau
Serge Cardin Maurice Dumas Richard Marceau Diane St-Jacques
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Patrick Martin Stéphan Tremblay

Bev Degjarlais Yvon Godin Réal Ménard Angela Vautour
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INDUSTRY

Chair: Susan Whelan Vice-Chairmen: Eugéne Bellemare
Chris Axworthy Jim Jones Walt Lastewka Jim Pankiw (16)
Sue Barnes Stan Keyes Eric Lowther Janko Peri¢
Antoine Dubé Francine Lalonde lan Murray Alex Shepherd
Marlene Jennings

Associate Members
Peter Adams Serge Cardin Philip Mayfield Benoit Sauvageau
Héléne Alarie Jean Dubé Réal Ménard Werner Schmidt
Pierre Brien Christiane Gagnon Nelson Riis John Solomon
Chuck Cadman Jocelyne Girard-Bujold
JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Chair: Shaughnessy Cohen Vice-Chairmen: Chuck Cadman
Jim Abbott Paul DeVillers Peter MacK ay John McKay (16)
Reg Alcock lvan Grose Peter Mancini John Reynolds
Eleni Bakopanos Derek Lee Richard Marceau Jacques Saada
Michel Bellehumeur

Associate Members
Bernard Bigras Jim Gouk Gary Lunn Svend Robinson
Pierre Brien Michel Guimond Keith Martin Caroline St-Hilaire
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Louise Hardy Réal Ménard Diane St-Jacques
Pierre de Savoye Dick Harris Mark Muise Darrel Stinson
Christiane Gagnon Jay Hill Jack Ramsay Randy White
LIAISON

Chairman: Vice-Chairmen:
Peter Adams Sheila Finestone Charles Hubbard Brent St. Denis (20)
Maurizio Bevilacqua Bill Graham Clifford Lincoln Guy St-Julien
Raymond Bonin Gurmant Grewal Gurbax Malhi Joe Volpe
Charles Caccia Albina Guarnieri Pat O’'Brien Susan Whelan
Shaughnessy Cohen John Harvard Rey Pagtakhan John Williams
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NATIONAL DEFENCE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
Chairman: Pat O’Brien Vice-Chairmen:  Art Hanger
David Pratt
Robert Bertrand Peter Goldring Judi Longfield George Proud (16)
Hec Clouthier Jim Hart John O’ Rellly John Richardson
Gordon Earle René Laurin David Price Bob Wood
Maurice Godin
Associate Members
Rob Anders Serge Cardin Patrick Martin Pierrette Venne
Leon Benoit Monique Guay Daniel Turp Elsie Wayne
Pierre Brien Peter Mancini
NATURAL RESOURCES AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
Chairman: Brent St. Denis Vice-Chairmen: Dave Chatters
Benoit Serré
Réginald Bélair Pierre de Savoye Tony lanno Carolyn Parrish (16)
Gilles Bernier John Duncan Marlene Jennings Carmen Provenzano
Gerry Byrne Yvon Godin Ghidlain Lebel Werner Schmidt
Roy Cullen
Associate Members
Jim Abbott René Canuel Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Nelson Riis
Hélene Alarie Serge Cardin Jim Jones Darrel Stinson
Chris Axworthy Jean-Guy Chrétien Gerad Keddy Angela Vautour
Cliff Breitkreuz Michelle Dockrill Réjean Lefebvre Pierrette Venne
Pierre Brien Ghidain Fournier Gilles Perron
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS
Chairman: Peter Adams Vice-Chairs: Marlene Catterall
Chuck Strahl
George Baker Joe Fontana Bob Kilger John Richardson (16)
Stéphane Bergeron Gurmant Grewal Gar Knutson John Solomon
Yvon Charbonneau André Harvey Lynn Myers Randy White
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
Associate Members
Michel Bellehumeur Michelle Dockrill Jay Hill Bill Matthews
Bill Blaikie Norman Doyle Joe Jordan Grant McNally
Don Boudria Deborah Grey René Laurin Réal Ménard
Garry Breitkreuz Mac Harb Steve Mahoney Suzanne Tremblay
Elinor Caplan
SUB-COMMITTEE ON MEMBERS SERVICES
Chairman: Randy White
Garry Breitkreuz Norman E. Doyle Bob Kilger John Solomon (6)

Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral




SUB-COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS
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Chair: Lynn Myers
William Blaikie Deborah Grey André Harvey Joe Jordan (6)
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral

SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

Chairman: Bob Kilger
Stéphane Bergeron Don Boudria André Harvey Randy White (6)
Bill Blaikie

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
Chairman: John Williams Vice-Chairmen: lvan Grose
Lynn Myers
Mark Assad Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield Beth Phinney 17)
Eugéne Bellemare Mac Harb Lorne Nystrom Jerry Pickard
Serge Cardin Jason Kenney Gilles Perron Charlie Power
John Finlay Steve Mahoney
Associate Members
Roy Bailey Odina Desrochers Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Derrek Konrad
Garry Breitkreuz Michelle Dockrill Gurmant Grewal Ghidlain Lebel
Scott Brison Antoine Dubé Michel Guimond Peter Stoffer
Rick Casson Christiane Gagnon Jim Jones Pierrette Venne
Bev Degjarlais
TRANSPORT
Chairman: Raymond Bonin Vice-Chairmen: Roy Cullen
Lee Morrison
Rob Anders Bill Casey Claude Drouin Stan Keyes (16)
Roy Bailey Bev Degjarlais Michel Guimond Paul Mercier
Murray Calder Stan Dromisky Ovid Jackson Lou Sekora
John Cannis
Associate Members

Chris Axworthy Pierre Brien Maurice Dumas Yves Rocheleau
Yvan Bernier Serge Cardin Ghislain Fournier Elsie Wayne
Rick Borotsik Paul Créte Rick Laliberte
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Joint Chairmen:

Representing the Senate:

STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES
LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT

Eymard G. Corbin Joint Vice-Chairman: Roy Bailey
Gurbax Malhi

Representing the House of Commons:

The Honourable Senators

Roch Bolduc Normand Grimard Marlene Catterall Philip Mayfield (21

Jerahmiel S. Grafstein Louis J. Robichaud Hec Clouthier Paul Mercier
John Finlay Louis Plamondon
Deborah Grey David Price
Jim Karygiannis Karen Redman
Raymond Lavigne Jacques Saada
Wendy Lill Brent St. Denis

Associate Members
Libby Davies Maurice Dumas
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES
Joint Chairs: Rose-Marie Losier—Cool Vice-Chairmen: Inky Mark
Sheila Finestone Denis Paradis

Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:

The Honourable Senators

Gérald A. Beaudoin Jean—Claude Rivest Mauril Bélanger Ted McWhinney (24)

Jean—Robert Gauthier Fernand Robichaud Eugéne Bellemare Va Meredith

Serge Joyal Louis J. Robichaud Claudette Bradshaw Mark Muise

Noé A. Kinsella Denis Coderre Louis Plamondon
Peter Goldring Suzanne Tremblay
Bob Kilger Angela Vautour
Dan McTeague

Associate Members

Pierre Brien Yvon Godin
Maurice Dumas Lorne Nystrom
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SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Joint Chairs: Céline Hervieux—Payette Joint Vice-Chairman: Derek Lee
Gurmant Grewal

Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Normand Grimard Léonce Mercier Roy Bailey Gurbax Malhi (23)
William M. Kelly Wilfred P. Moore John Bryden John Maloney
P. Derek Lewis Bill Casey lan Murray
Paul DeVillers Lorne Nystrom
Ken Epp Jacques Saada
Jim Gouk Pierrette Venne
Marlene Jennings Tom Wappel
Ghislain Lebel

Associate Members

Chris Axworthy Michel Guimond
Michel Bellehumeur Richard Marceau

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE
CHILD CUSTODY AND ACCESS

Joint Chairs: Landon Pearson
Roger Gallaway
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Erminie J. Cohen Mabel M. DeWare Eleni Bakopanos Judi Longfield (23)
Joan Cook Duncan J. Jessiman Carolyn Bennett Eric Lowther
Anne C. Cools Marian Maloney Robert Bertrand Peter Mancini
Madeleine Dalphond-Guira Philip William Mayfield
Sheila Finestone Denis Paradis
Paul E. Forseth Caroline St-Hilaire
John Harvard Diane St-Jacques

Nancy Karetak—Lindell
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The Speaker

HON. GILBERT PARENT

Panels of Chairmen of Legislative Committees

The Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MR. PETER MILLIKEN

The Deputy Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MR. IAN MCcCLELLAND

The Assistant Deputy Chairman of Commitees of the Whole

MRS. YOLANDE THIBEAULT



The Right Hon. Jean Chrétien
The Hon. Herb Gray

The Hon. Lloyd Axworthy
TheHon. David M. Collenette
The Hon. David Anderson
The Hon. Ralph E. Goodale

The Hon. Sheila Copps
TheHon. Sergio Marchi
The Hon. John Manley
TheHon. Diane Marleau

TheHon. Paul Martin

The Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton
TheHon. Marcel Massé
TheHon. Anne McLellan
TheHon. Allan Rock
TheHon. Lawrence MacAulay
TheHon. Christine Stewart
The Hon. Alfonso Gagliano
TheHon. Lucienne Robillard
TheHon. Fred Mifflin

TheHon. Jane Stewart
The Hon. Stéphane Dion

TheHon. Pierre S. Pettigrew

The Hon. Don Boudria

TheHon. Alasdair Graham
TheHon. LyleVanclief

The Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal
The Hon. Andy Scott

The Hon. Ethel Blondin—-Andrew
The Hon. Raymond Chan

The Hon. Martin Cauchon

The Hon. Hedy Fry

The Hon. David Kilgour
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PrimeMinister

Deputy Prime Minister

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Minister of Transport

Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans

Minister of Natural Resourcesand Minister responsiblefor the Canadian
Wheat Board

Minister of Canadian Heritage

Minister for International Trade

Minister of Industry

Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsiblefor Franco-
phonie

Minister of Finance

Minister of National Defence

President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor Infrastructure
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Minister of Health

Minister of Labour

Minister of the Environment

Minister of Public Worksand Government Services

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada Op-
portunitiesAgency)

Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Devel opment

President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs

Minister of Human Resources Devel opment

L eader of the Government in the House of Commons

L eader of the Government in the Senate

Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

Minister of National Revenue

Solicitor General of Canada

Secretary of State (Children and Y outh)

Secretary of State(Asia—Pacific)

Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canadafor the Re-
gions of Quebec)

Secretary of State (Multiculturalism) (Status of WWomen)

Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)

Secretary of State (International Financial I nstitutions)

Secretary of State (Science, Research and Devel opment) (Western Econom-
icDiversification)

Secretary of State (Parks)

Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food)(Fisheriesand Oceans)
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Bob Speller
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Tony Valeri
Robert Bertrand
Tony lanno
Eleni Bakopanos
Elinor Caplan
BrendaChamberlain
Paddy Torsney
CarolynParrish
Andrew Telegdi
Bob Wood
David Iftody
Reg Alcock

Bonnie Brown
Peter Adams
JoeMcGuire

Beth Phinney

Jacques Saada

to PrimeMinister

to Minister of Foreign Affairs

to Minister of Transport

to Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans

to Minister of Natural Resources

to Minister of Canadian Heritage

to Minister for International Trade

to Minister of Industry

to Minister for International Cooperation

to Minister of Finance

to Minister of National Defence

to President of the Treasury Board

to Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada
to Minister of Health

to Minister of Labour

to Minister of the Environment

to Minister of Public Works and Government Services
to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

to Minister of VeteransAffairs

to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Devel opment

to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister of Inter-

governmental Affairs

to Minister of Human Resources Devel opment

to Leader of the Government in the House of Commons
to Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

to Minister of National Revenue

to Solicitor General of Canada
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