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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, March 12, 1999

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1000)
[English]

FOREIGN PUBLISHERSADVERTISING SERVICESACT

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.)
moved that Bill C-55, an act respecting advertising services
supplied by foreign periodical publishers, be read the third time
and passed.

She said: Mr. Speaker, only afew moments ago in this Housewe
prayed for guidance in our deliberations. There is probably no
better place where that guidance should be applied than in the
government’s law on magazine publications.

This is a critical decision for future generations and the vote
which we will undertake in a couple of dayswill really chart a path
for the future of the country.

[Translation]

In order to carry out our responsibility to the Canadian public,
the Government of Canadaintroduced alaw on advertising services
provided by foreign periodical publishers.

[English]

What members of the House will be voting onis not about bound

sheets of papers. It is not about a business interest. It is about the

capacity of future generations of Canadians to have a chance to tell
their stories.

® (1005)

We will be vating on an important expression of our culture and
how we define ourselves as Canadians going proudly into the 21st
century.

Some would have us believe that our magazines, our music, our
films, our books are just about making money. They are wrong.

They are about culture. Magazines, books, movies are vehicles for
transmitting the intangibles that are the essence of a civilization:
ideas, values, perspectives and the ability to see and celebrate our
own experience and the experience of others.

Let me be very clear. Bill C-55 is not about building walls
around Canada. Bill C-55 is not about keeping out the ideas and the
expressions of other nations. Bill C-55 does not in any way limit
access to American magazines or the access that Canadians have to
reading those magazines. What is at issue is not newsstand space
for foreign magazines. What is at issue is ensuring that Canadians
continue to have access to stories that reflect their country and that
they continue to have access to a genuine Canadian lifeline.

This legislation will allow future generations to have a choice.
This is about choices, including Canadian choices, a choice of
reading articles that reflect our culture and who we are. Canadians
not only have the right to protect our cultural identity, we have the
duty to do so.

In these past months some have alleged that we have not played
by the rules. Nothing could be further from the truth. In August of
last year Canada complied completely with all aspects of the World
Trade Organization ruling on Canadian periodicals. We acted to
repeal Tariff Code 9958. We moved to amend the Excise Tax Act.
We atered the administration of the postal subsidy and we lowered
the postal rate for foreign magazines.

[Translation]

Bill C-55 complies with the letter and the spirit of al our
international obligations, our Canadian rights, and, more impor-
tantly still, our commitments to the future of our own country.

Bill C-55isawell considered measure intended to meet a very
difficult challenge. It focuses on a very specific commercial
activity. It contains absolutely up to date provisions on the
application of the law. In fact, over 100 laws contain similar
provisions.

[English]

A measure of the balance of Bill C-55 isreflected in the fact that
it has received the support of four of the five parties in the House.

[Translation]

| know that my colleague Suzanne Tremblay, who gave alot of
consideration to—
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The Deputy Speaker: The hon. minister knows she is to refer
to other members by their riding and not by their surname. | know
she will comply with standing orders in that regard.

Hon. Sheila Copps: Mr. Speaker, the member for Rimouski—
Mitis could not be here today, but | know she has given the matter
careful consideration. | simply wanted to add her voiceto that of all
the other political parties, the New Democratic Party, the Progres-
sive Conservative Party, the Bloc Quebecois and the Liberal Party.

What counts is that, when we look at the policies of all the
governments since Confederation, establishing structures to protect
our culture is not a partisan thing.

[English]

Successive governments have understood the delicate balance
needed to build a nation. Conservative governments and Liberal
governments, supported by members of the opposition, have
historically and continue to understand that as a nation we reserve
the right to protect our culture. That has been well understood by
parties which recognize that when we share the world’s longest
undefended border with the most powerful nation in the world,
when most of us live only 100 kilometres from that border, when
most of us share the love of the movies and magazines that come
across that border, the challenges those things represent for our
children must be balanced in law.

® (1010)

The average Canadian child will spend more time watching
television than they do in a classroom, an average of 23 hours a
week. Part of the role of government isto make sure that when they
are watching television, when they are reading books, when they
are perusing magazines, when they are experiencing films, they
have choices that include the choices of their own country. That is
what this legislation is al about.

Canada has played by the rules. We ensure that the legislation
protects the interests of all magazines that are currently publishing
legally in Canada.

Over and over again we have shown our willingness to listen.
Over and over again we have demonstrated friendship with our
American neighbours, but we maintain respect for our cultura
sovereignty. The approach we have taken to this bill is fair.
Canadians appreciate and understand fairness.

Almost all political parties have expressed support for this bill
because they understand that for us to survive as a nation we need
to have national leadership in areas of cultural diversity and
cultural respect.

The support of those who work in the community, in every single
magazine organization across the country, those who are at the

front end of delivering Canadian content, support and understand
why we have taken these measures.

For more than 100 years successive governments of different
political stripes have ensured that policies are in place to respect
diversity of expression. We need Canadian ideas, Canadian infor-
mation and a Canadian point of view.

These policies have been balanced to create a market for
American cultural products that is the most open market in the
world.

The government spends an enormous amount of time on this
matter. | think in this House alone we have had more than 50 people
who have risen to speak to this matter.

We considered the legal, the cultural and the trade aspects of the
issue. We weighed a host of possibilities. We thought long and hard
about the cost of taking action and the greater cost of doing
nothing.

What cabinet approved was a viable solution to meet the needs
of Canadians to defend our culture and to meet the desire of
Canadians to respect international law and to fulfil our internation-
al trade obligations.

To those opposite who are wringing their hands, saying ‘Do
something else”’, where are the options that they can provide? In
reality, do something else means do nothing. Quite frankly, doing
nothing is not an option and has never been an option.

Successive governments of different political stripes have al-
ways acted when Canada’s cultural identity is at stake. Our cultural
wealth and diversity is not an accident of the marketplace. It isnot
simply an issue of consumers. It is the result of a deliberate
commitment to provide a healthy public space for our own voices.

There is also a larger purpose. Culture is a reflection of our
society. It is our window to the world. It is also areflection of our
soul and the way we see ourselves as citizens of the world.

Canadians value our cultural sovereignty and will not allow any
other country to tell us what legislation we can or cannot pass. That
would be abdicating our rights as a sovereign nation.

Then there are those critics who say “ Thisis no big deal. There
realy isnorisk”. Imagine if the roles were reversed. What if over
80% of the magazines on American newsstands were Canadian?
What if Canada said *“That is not good enough. We want it all”.
They would scream blue murder from Waikiki to Wall Street to
Washington.

® (1015)

The United States has a huge cultural presencein our lives. That
is a fact. No matter how challenging, Canadians will continue to
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carve out our space for the diversity of Canadian stories and the
reflection of our culture. That too is a fact of life.

To use an analogy that | think the Americanswill understand, let
us reflect on Borg in Star Trek trying to turn everyone in the
universe into one grand mass, one huge brain, one completely
dominant culture. The Borg says ““ Resistance is futile. You will be
assimilated”’. | am here to tell members that resistance is not futile
and that Canadian cultural diversity will not be assimilated.

Then there are those who say we are just against American
culture. That is plain ridiculous. We fully appreciate the many
wonders of American culture. We watch TV shows. We go to
Hollywood movies. We read American magazines. All we want to
ensure is that there is room for Canadian voices in Canada and
around the new globalized world.

It is okay for Canada. It is okay for the United States. We expect
the United Statesto act in its own interest, but it is equally okay for
us to act in our interest.

[Translation]

| would like to come back to an important point. Canadais, and
continues to be, the world's most open country when it comes to
foreign cultures. Some people are concerned that the government
wants to ban American magazines. That is not the case. We simply
wish to stop the American practice of dumping and siphoning off
Canadian advertising revenues.

[English]

One party opposite raises the issue of free speech. | agree. The
legidation is about free speech and freedom of expression. It is
about Canadians having the choice to speak to each other through
Canadian periodicals. It is about ensuring a magazine industry
which allows for freedom of Canadian expression. It is about
making sure that hundreds of scholarly magazines, religious
magazines, farm magazines and economic magazines do not
disappear. It is about ensuring the survival of magazines full of
Canadian commentary, editorial slants and letters to the editor. In
short, Canadian content.

[Translation]

Certain justice loving Canadians have said that Bill C-55 could
do enormous harm to Canadian advertisers. The truth is that
Canadian advertisers will continue to do business in an environ-
ment that is amost the same. In this regard, the bill changes
nothing.

Certain Canadians who are not opposed to the bill in principle
areworried about its possible repercussions and cost. They feel that
we should not step in to help the Canadian periodical industry for
fear of raising American ire against too many other Canadian
industries.

Government Orders
[English]

| want to repeat it in English because | think a member opposite
made reference to it. Some people say we should do nothing
because the stakes we are facing in other industries, and in
particular the steel industry, are higher. To do nothing would be to
lie down to the schoolyard bully. To do nothing would set the stage
for a regime where no international laws are respected. To do
nothing would say that might means right. To do something firms
the right of the steel industry, the right of the plastics industry, the
right of the agricultural industry to play by fair international rules.

What we understand and respect is fairness. We believe in the
final analysis that our American friends will also respect that
fairness.

[Translation]

If we withdrew every time Americans got annoyed, we would be
the laughing stock of the United States—

An hon. member: And of the whole world.

Hon. Sheila Copps. —and of the whole world.
[English]

| understand why businesses are concerned. After al, the
proposed retaliation of $3 billion is a reflection of what | would
only characterize as the reaction of the schoolyard bully.

The cultural stakes are huge but the economic stakes in no way
reflect that figure. No American will ever lose ajob as a result of
this measure. Not a single American will lose a job as a result of
this measure.

[Translation]

| repeat, not a single American will lose his job because of this
bill. Not one. Yet American trade representatives are getting ready
to put Canadian jobs at risk with their policies.

® (1020)
[English]

The United States must surely appreciate that no democratically
elected country could allow itself to be blackmailed into submis-
sion. The disagreement over magazines is in fact a reflection of a
larger challenge. While acting to safeguard our culture through this
measure, we are al so determined to pursue a new set of internation-
al trade rules that respect culture.

Culture is not a commodity like other commodities. We need to
come to aglobal agreement that recognizes the unique role cultural
diversity must play in the state of nations. It will not be easy but
Canadacan and will play aleadership role in pushing for new rules
on which to seek world respect for cultural diversity.

The point of all our effortsissimple. It isto guarantee that inthe
global world we continue to have shelf space for our own stories.
Bill C-55 is about acting in support of cultural sovereignty.
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[Translation]

Bill C-55 embodies the cultural sovereignty we are claiming asa
country.

[English]

It is about acting on behalf of Canada. It is about standing up for
our children. It is about ensuring that there will be an exciting array
of Canadian magazines for our grandchildren to read. It is about
guaranteeing that no foreign conglomerate, from no matter how
powerful a nation, can get away with dumping product on to the
Canadian marketplace.

| am counting on parliament to pass the legislation despite the
threats. Parliament always has and aways will stand up for
Canada.

In closing | would like to quote a citizen of the world who really
put the message in away that | think everyone will understand and
appreciate:

| do not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed.
I want the culture of al the lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible.
But | refuse to be blown off my feet by any.

That message came from Mahatma Ghandi. That message is as
relevant in the House today as it ever was.

The legidation is about ensuring that in the world of nations
there is space for every nation and there is room for every nation.
That is what the legidation will guarantee and protect.

Mr. Randy White: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order. There
are a number of questions we in opposition would like to ask the
minister relative to Canadian job losses and U.S. sanctions. | seek
unanimous consent of the House to ask the minister questions for
10 minutes.

TheDeputy Speaker: Does the House give its consent that there
be a period of questions for 10 minutes following the minister’'s
speech?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
will use up my 40 minutes. | am very pleased to speak to the hill
today. Thehill isnot about Canadian sovereignty. We already know
that we are a sovereign nation. The hill is about putting Canadian
jobsat risk. If | had the opportunity to ask the minister, the question
| would ask is whether she could assure the country that thousands
of Canadians will not lose their jobs if the U.S. retaliates.

Reform opposes Bill C-55, unlike all other partiesin the House. |
have waited patiently for five days to speak to this hill. Time
allocation was invoked this past Monday. It is ironic that even

though the amendment by the minister was not debated we still
voted on that amendment on Tuesday. | guess that isthe way things
work in the House.

® (1025)

First let me address the issue of time allocation before | make
some comments on the minister’'s amendment which we should
have debated in the House this past Tuesday. For the 49th time the
government invoked time allocation. It is becoming a habit of the
Liberal government. | remind members of the government what
they used to say about time allocation or closure. | will quote afew
of the members from Hansard.

In October 1989 the member for Ottawa West was quoted in the
Toronto Sar as saying:

This government had shown it has no respect for the public process, no respect for
parliament and no respect for the opinions of the public.

The current House leader thought differently of time allocation
when he was in opposition. He said:

—I am shocked. . .. Perhaps | should not be shocked. . .. This government has
used closure on dozens and dozens of occasions. Thisisjust terrible. Thistime we
are talking about amajor piece of legislation. . . . Shame on those Tories across the
way.

That was in the November 16, 1992 edition of Hansard.

My last quotation in reference to closure was by the current
Minister of Foreign Affairsin an articlein the April 1, 1993 edition
of Toronto Sar in which he said that it:

—displaysthe utter disdain with which this government treats the Canadian people.

Let me speak to the amendment which the House did not have
the opportunity to debate. Reform does not support the amendment
to Bill C-55 put forth by the Minister of Canadian Heritage. This
amendment is redundant. What does the amendment change? It
changes absolutely nothing so it was unnecessary.

The actions taken by the government are contradictory if we
examine them closely. On the one hand the Liberal government is
caling for time alocation and trying to fast track the bill. At the
same time it is putting forth an amendment to slow down the
process at the implementation stage. Talk about mixed messaging.

What does the government really want? Are members opposite
not convinced about the bill? Does the government not have any
faith in Bill C-55? What does the government want in reference to
Bill C-55? Does it mean the government wants to leave it on the
shelf after it passes both houses? If that is the case why is it
invoking time allocation and fast tracking it through? It isindeed a
strange and unusual way to pass legislation.

By fast tracking Bill C-55 the government is sending a strong
message to the United Statesthat it is ready to risk areal trade war.
Will the third reading have any effect on today’s negotiations to
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avoid atrade war? | hope the government knows what it is getting
into.

Peter Foster in the March 10 edition of the Financial Post gave a
very accurate account of what is currently happening. He said:

What is really going on at the political level is a gigantic game of chicken.
Politicians are merely revving their engines and trying to look as determined as
possible while facing each other from opposite ends of the trade drag strip.

Who will be the redl causdlities if the U.S. retaliates? The real
casualties will be the working people of this country, real Cana
dians, real Canadian jobs: jobs in Hamilton, jobsin Montreal, jobs
in Toronto, jobs in Windsor and jobs in other parts of Canada.

Reform is not willing to put thousands of jobs of Canadians at
risk. Therefore the Reform Party is the only opposition party that
opposes Bill C-55. As members have heard from the minister, the
government is trying to wrap itself around Canadian culture,
Canadian sovereignty and the Canadian flag in defence of Bill
C-55.

® (1030)

Canadais a sovereign country. Bill C-55 is not about protecting
Canadian culture. If we examine Bill C-55 closely, it isreally about
putting Canadian jobs at risk and putting Canadians out of work.
We have aready heard that retaliation may amount to $1 billion to
$4 billion. How many jobs will that be?

Bill C-55 had a terrible beginning. The publishers were con-
sulted by the government but the other half of the industry, the
advertisers, was not. From the very beginning the industry was
divided and it continues to be divided to this very day. Publishers
support Bill C-55 and the advertisers oppose it.

The government should take Bill C-55 back to the drawing
board. It is poorly put together.

Another glitch we discovered this past week is the impact Bill
C-55 will have on other ethnic split-runs in Canada which the
ministry knew nothing about. It was too busy concentrating on
American split-runs. The department does not know how many
international split-runs are currently operating in Canada. This hill
is so broad that it may affect numerous magazines aready in
circulation in Canada.

On that very note, | want to clarify some things that were said in
Monday’s question period. | pointed out to the heritage minister
that her magazine bill, Bill C-55, would shut down the Chinese
language World Journal and Ming Pao magazines. In her response,
the heritage minister claimed that both magazines would be
grandfathered and therefore unaffected by Bill C-55.

Government Orders

The grandfathering clause, clause 21 of Bill C-55 requiresthat a
publisher “lawfully supplied such advertising services during the
year before the day on which this act is introduced in the House of
Commons”’. Thereal question is did World Journal and Ming Pao
magazines lawfully supply advertising for the Canadian market?
The fact is they did not lawfully supply advertising for the
Canadian market.

During the February recess the heritage committee travelled
throughout the country listening to Canadians on the subject of
culture. We tried to answer the question of what is Canadian
culture. | was present at a meeting in Montreal. An interesting
discussion took place between two well-known Canadians, Robert
Pilon and Pierre-Marc Johnson.

Mr. Johnson stated that the history of Canada has shown that we
can compete. Satellites of today are opening doors to everyone in
the free world. Globalization will impact on everyone. Thereis no
way of isolating oneself to this changing world. Mr. Johnson went
on to state that he was all for openness and that * we as Canadians
need the same openness in other countries. We need both work and
trade openness in cultural goods. We need cultural products from
the rest of the world. We need to move from defence to offence’”.
What does that really mean? In other words, let us promote our
culture around the world instead of trying to protect our culture.

The heritage minister needs to heed the advice of the defence
minister. In a speech delivered January 27, 1997 the defence
minister said, *“ Perhaps in a new digital world, policies of cultura
promotion make more sense than traditional policies of protec-
tion”.

| would like to read the concluding paragraph from an article
entitled “ Advertising Canada's Culture: Why the New Policy on
Magazines Is Not Up to the Task” from the C.D. Howe Institute:

Canada should vigorously defend its right to promote its culture through
subsidies, tax breaks, and sensible content requirements and definitions aimed at
ensuring the continued availability to Canadians of products from their own culture,
and, in general, a fair competitive environment for domestic cultural productions
that are demonstrably of special value to Canadians. Canada should also insist that
government policy be able to treat magazines containing Canadian stories aimed at
Canadians differently in certain respects from those produced for a foreign audience.
But by clinging to measures that increasingly restrict access to information, that
threaten Canada's commercial interests, and that possibly accelerate, rather than
prevent, cultural assimilation, the federal government instead risks taking Canada
down a path toward poorer cultural and economic health, and is diminishing the
chances of arriving at a negotiated agreement with other countries on the proper line
to draw between free trade and culture.

® (1035)

| say again, Bill C-55 takes us down that path toward cultural
assimilation.
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| would now like to tell the House what Canadians are saying
about the heritage minister’'s magazine legisation. | will quote
from an Ottawa Citizen article written by Chris Cobb on January
13:

Deputy U.S. trade representative Richard Fisher gave notice to Canada's
ambassador in Washington on Monday that the U.S. would target the country’s steel,
wood and textile industries if Canada goes ahead with the new magazine law.

Thisisfrom an article written by Peter Morton in the January 12
National Post:

The U.S. hasraised the stakes in its battle with Ottawa over so-called ** split-run’
magazines by expanding itslist of threatened economic reprisals to include Canadian
steel, textiles and clothing worth hillions of dollars.

This is from the Canadian Press on January 21:

The president of Canada's second largest steel company has asked the federal
government to kill its “split-run”” magazine legidation, the CBC reported
Wednesday. John Mayberry, president of Hamilton based Dofasco, wrote to Prime
Minister Jean Chrétien and three of his key ministers saying he fears the legislation
would damage his steel company. Steel exports to the U.S. account for 10% of
Dofasco’s sales, according to the letter. Mayberry is also concerned sales to the U.S.
based car manufacturers, which also have production in Canada, could be hurt. *“I
appeal to you to stop this bill immediately’”, Mayberry says in the letter.

From the Ottawa Citizen of January 13, “Do the bidding of
Canadian media giants, Rogers and Telemedia’.

From the National Post, January 12:

Don Belch, vice-president of government affairs at Stelco Inc., said he is not
surprised that Canadian steel ended up on the list because it has such a high profile.
Canadian steel exports to the U.S. through September last year totalled about $2.8
billion.

From the January 22 Globe and Mail:

Last week atop U.S. trade official warned Canada that the United States will slap
sanctions on Canadian exports of steel, wood products, plastics, and textiles and
apparel if the magazine law is enacted.

Many of the targeted companies, including Hamilton based Dofasco Inc., have
complained loudly to Ottawa that the legislation is needlessly putting them at risk.
And, they want the government to back off before the United States hits back with
punitive tariffs.

In the January 12 National Post:

Sergio Marchi, the trade minister, told the Ottawa Citizen over the weekend that
the government is interested in negotiating with the U.S., but till has no intention of
withdrawing the legislation.

“If you want to retaliate, you might just as well do it now’ he said. ‘‘Don’t wait

because we ain’'t yanking the bill.

From an article written by Chris Cobb in the January 13 Ottawa
Citizen:

The U.S. trade official accused the Canadian government of doing the bidding of
Canadian media giants Rogers and Telemedia, who are at the helm of an inefficient
industry that does not want competition.

® (1040)

There are some recent articles. There was an article written by
Robert Fife in the National Post on March 8:

Roger Gallaway, a Liberal MP from Sarnia, Ontario, says he will abstain because
40%—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member knows that even when
quoting somebody, he cannot use the name of a member of this
House. He must refer to the member by name of the constituency or
by title. I know he would want to comply with therules. Thisisthe
second time this morning. | do hope that hon. members would
avoid this misuse of the rules. | think he means the hon. member
for Sarnia—Lambton.

Mr. Inky Mark: Mr. Speaker, | shal refrain from using the
member’s name. Anyway, we know who heis and | will continue.
He says that he would abstain from the vote because 40% of
Canada’'s $5.9 hillion plastics industry isin his riding—that isalot
a money—and that 85% of the goods are exported south of the
border. He is aso concerned about aspects of the bill that limit
Canadians’ rightsto advertise in whatever publication they choose.
This is a quote from him:

It is telling people how they can spend their money. | think there is a dangerous
step there in terms of freedom of speech and quite frankly | don’t think telling people
how to advertise is going to influence what Canadians read anyway.

This quote is from a March 11 article written by Rosemary
Speirs:
A few Liberal MPs are starting to get cold feet, notably the member for Hamilton

West, normally a staunch supporter of the heritage minister, but like her, a
representative of Hamilton's threatened steel industry.

The trade minister is said to be anxious, behind his bold front in public.

I will continue with the same article.

After she left the environment ministry, the heritage minister watched two of her
previous attempts to stand up to the Americans—her ban on the gas additive MMT
and her moratorium on the cross-border transport of PCBs—go down to humiliating
reversals.

We know that has cost taxpayers a huge sum of money.
This time however, the Prime Minister appears to have dug his heelsin. Heis no

doubt aware that the whole Canadian cultural community is anxiously watching the
magazine precedent.

The last article | will read is from the March 11 Ottawa Citizen,
by David Warren. The concluding paragraphs read:

Though amindless torpedo to our actual interests, Bill C-55 makes sense as a party
power play. The Liberals are trying to preserve a Canadian media establishment
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beholden for itssurvival totheLiberal Party. Evenif they can’'t possibly succeed, they
want to be seen helping their old reliable friends.

The Liberals get their moment of seedy rapture, wrapping themselves in the red
Canadian flag. We get to pay for it.

Let uslook at the realities of Canada. We all know that Canada’s
beginnings were with trade. Remember the Hudson's Bay Compa-
ny. Over the years and still today our economy is fueled by trade.
We have heard often that 83.5% of all goods and services produced
in the country head south. It is a fact that our economy is directly
linked to the U.S. economy, whether we like it or not. That is a
reality check.

To support this position | would like to read parts of a speech
given by our international trade minister to the House of Commons
Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade.
This took place on February 9 this year.

® (1045)

| quote the Minister for International Trade:

We live in exciting times. Around the world, trade barriers are falling down,
opportunities are opening up and the possibilities for Canadians to create better lives
for themselves and for their children are greater than at any time in our history.

Technology is collapsing distances, and there is an ever-smaller distinction
between international and domestic markets. We are able both to buy from and sell
into markets that had previously been closed to us.

For atrading nation such as ours, these developments are to be welcomed. They
provide Canadians with rewards for their labour, markets for their products and hope
for their future.

First, we have benefited from liberalized trade because our economy is so
dependent upon trade. In fact, we depend more upon trade for our prosperity than
any other G-7 country.

Forty per cent of our GDP and one in three Canadian jobs depend upon our ability
to sell our goods and services abroad.

Between 1992 and 1996, our exports grew roughly four times faster than our
GDP. Due in no small measure to this performance, the Canadian economy created
more than 1 million new jobs—450,000 last year alone. The connection between our
trade figures and our employment figures could not be clearer.

Thereis arelationship between trade and job creation according
to the international trade minister. | continue from his speech:

This is something that we need to stress. Trade is not an abstraction. It produces
real jobs for real people and is not just happening on the international stage—it is
happening locally, in our communities and in our neighbourhoods.

As aresult of earlier rounds of trade talks, we have opened our economy and
enhanced our opportunities. And, as country that depends so heavily upon trade and
investment, we have benefited from more open markets.

He made one more key point:

Government Orders

The real challenge in trade policy, therefore, is not protectionism versus
liberalization—closing or opening our borders—but to recognize our
interconnectedness and learn to manage our national differences.

Canada stands today as a trading powerhouse at a time when the world is
embracing freer trade as never before. We are in the right place at the right time, and
our future has never been brighter.

By experiencing firsthand the benefits of trading abroad, many of the concerns
about liberalization are put into perspective. And far from seeing trade liberaization
as something to be feared, Canadians have come to see it as something to be
embraced.

We can see that our international trade minister understands
trade, what an open door policy is al about, what promotion is
about rather than protection. Like most Canadians, he knows our
economy is based on trade. That is what Bill C-55 is about. It
makes no sense. It takes a protectionist approach. | cannot under-
stand why the trade minister has defended Bill C-55 in public.
Defending Bill C-55 contradicts his position.

At a meeting | asked the international trade minister if his
department had done arisk assessment on this bill. Of course | did
not get an answer. Knowing what he does | find it hard to believe
this government would not do a risk analysis to consider the
potential outcome if the Americans retaliate. In essence Bill C-55
is not about culture protection. It is anti-free trade and it puts
Canadian jobs at risk.

® (1050)

| would like to examine some of the myths we have heard from
across the way about Bill C-55. The first myth | would like to
dispel isthat Canadian magazines do not want subsidies. Thefactis
the Canadian magazine industry receives apostal subsidy of almost
$50 million annually, a significant portion of which goesto Rogers
and Télémédia, the dominant Canadian periodical publishers.
Another fact is that Canadian magazines effectively offer their
advertisers a taxpayer funded 45% discount through section 19 of
the Income Tax Act.

Myth number two is that U.S. magazines crowd out Canadian
periodicals. Often heard is the statistic that foreign magazines
capture 80% of the news stand space. This figure reflects the fact
that English language Canadian magazines do not rely on news
stand sales to generate revenue. Of the top 28 Canadian based
English language magazines, only 5% are distributed through news
stand sales, 59% are distributed through controlled circulation,
with the remaining 36% being sold through subscriptions.

Thethird mythisthat Bill C-55 is needed to protect the Canadian
magazine industry. The fact is that a study commissioned by the
federal government revealed that small Canadian niche magazines
are not vulnerable to competition in a deregulated industry.

Another fact is that Canada's two dominant periodical publish-
ers, Rogers and Télémédia, are large, immensely profitable
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corporations as evidenced by both their financial statements and
their massive Bill C-55 lobbying effort and ad campaign.

In 1997 the magazine publishing arm of Rogers, a $2.6 billion
conglomerate, generated operating profits worth 10.4% of revenue
while Télémédia, for the nine month operating period May 31,
1997, had operating profits of 11.7% of revenues.

The fourth myth is without Bill C-55 a flood of U.S. split-run
magazines will swamp the Canadian market. The fact is that since
October 1998 Canada has had no law prohibiting split-run maga-
zines. Yet not a single split-run magazine has entered the Canadian
market during that time, at least the ones the government knows
about.

Thefifth myth is that split-run magazines will discount advertis-
ing rates to scoop up advertisers who would otherwise be forced to
use Canadian magazines. The fact is Bill C-55 permits Time
Canada, a U.S. split-run magazine, to operate in Canada. Far from
scooping Canadian advertising revenues, Time Canada charges
higher advertising rates and carries fewer advertisements than its
major Canadian competitor Maclean's. A comparison of Time
Canadaand Maclean's reveal s that many companies place the same
advertisements in both magazines.

Another fact is that magazine advertising as a percentage of total
advertising has declined from 11% to 6% over the last 30 years.
These advertising revenues have not been scooped by split-run
magazines. Rather, advertisers have switched to other media
because of alack of appropriate Canadian periodicalsto reach their
targeted market.

As a study commissioned by the Canadian government con-
cluded, the major reason for the underdevel oped state of magazines
in Canada is lack of available advertisers, titles and little or no
Canadian title coverage for many editorial segments. The advertis-
ing community will avoid recommending the magazine medium if
lack of advertisers and available titles prevents proper execution of
plans.

The last myth is that Bill C-55 complies with international trade
rules. It is a fact that it does not comply with trade rules.

® (1055)

Bill C-55isnot just about advertising. It is about magazines. Bill
C-55 discriminates against foreign magazines, contrary to previous
World Trade Organization rulings. It is as smple as that.

The question is why are these publishing giants crying poor
while spending hundreds of thousands of dollars to push Bill C-55
through parliament instead of exploring viable aternatives.

There is no doubt that the two trades are heading closer and
closer on a collision course. | have been told that negotiations are
occurring as we speak.

To put this in perspective, | want to read two letters for the
record to illustrate how serious this matter is and to show that Bill
C-55 may launch Canada into a trade war with the United States.

The first letter comes from the United States Senate committee
on finance dated February 5 and written to Charlene Barshefsky,
the United States trade representative.

The second comes from the committee of ways and means of the
House of Representatives dated February 9 and written to the
Canadian ambassador to the United States, Raymond Chrétien.

| wonder if reading the letters now is a good thing considering
we are amost at 11 o’ clock.

TheDeputy Speaker: The hon. member will have six minutes if
we interrupt at this point in his speech, which the Chair is prepared
to do. Perhaps we will call it 11 o' clock and start with Statements
by Members. The hon. member can resume his remarks after
question period.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

JUSTICE

Mr. Art Hanger (Calgary Northeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Paul
Gervais is a child molester and pedophile. Yesterday an Ottawa
area judge handed him conditional sentencing for molesting nine
teenage boys. These boys will be scarred for life by the horrible
acts Mr. Gervais committed. Mr. Gervais, on the other hand, is
home free.

That is an affront to all victims of sexual abuse. It is a terrible
insult to the children Gervais attacked.

Violent offenders and sex offenders should never, under any
circumstance, be given conditional sentences. Before criminals,
particularly violent ones, choose to commit a crime they should
know they will be dealt with strictly by the law.

We as lawmakers have a responsibility to build and protect the
justice system which at the very least does two things, protects
victims and deters criminals. The victims in this case have been
victimized twice, once by Gervais and once by the courts.

| call on all members of the House to show their compassion and
exercise their authority to put an end to conditional sentencing.
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POLAND

Mr. Stan Keyes (Hamilton West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 10 years
ago Canada and Poland belonged to opposing military blocs,
deploying millions of troops on the two sides of the Berlin wall.
Today in a ceremony in Independence, Missouri, Poland, Hungary
and the Czech Republic will make their formal entry into NATO.

Ten years ago the obstacles Poland had to face in the dawn of the
post-cold war era seemed insurmountable. Polish citizens had to
virtually undo 40 years of history.

Poland is today a perfect example of a thriving and effective
democracy. Poland is leading by example in the transformation to
free markets among the emerging nations of eastern and central
Europe.

Canada has long recognized the potential of the citizens of
Poland. Poland is now our most important trading partner in central
Europe. Two way trade between our two nations now stands at over
$311 million annually, more than double what it was just six years

ago.

The over 800,000 Canadians of Polish origin join mein welcom-
ing Canada's newest ally. We commend this government for
ensuring that Poland takes its place among the NATO group of
nations.

CHRISFULL

Ms. Carolyn Parrish (Mississauga Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| would like to thank one of my constituents, Mr. Chris Full, who
donated two weeks of his time to review the reconstruction of a
sanatorium for children in Vladimir, Russia.

® (1100)

At the invitation of the Canadian Volunteer Advisorsto Business
he used his skills and Canadian experience to identify and correct
mistakes in the design of this facility. He also produced a business
plan for completion of the project aswell asrecommending alist of
reliable Canadian suppliers for medical and diagnostic equipment.

Chrisistypical of the highly skilled volunteers who donate their
time to the Canadian Volunteer Advisors to Business which
provided almost 23,000 days of assistance last year to developing
nations, emerging market economies and Canadian aborigina
communities. Their volunteers are part of Canada's effort to
stimulate development in disadvantaged economies.

Once again | want to congratulate and thank Chris Full for
efforts that will improve the lives of children in Russia.

S.0.31
LEARNING DISABILITIES AWARENESSMONTH

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this is
Learning Disabilities Awareness Month, a time when we can come
together to focus, direct and strengthen the efforts of al Canadians
toward meeting the needs of persons with learning disabilities.
These needs include access to education, employment and social
development.

It is ironic that the government of Ontario will allow school
boards to cut funding for special education by closing schools and
denying those with learning disabilities the chance to learn.

This congtitutes a violation of their basic and fundamental
human rights.

| call on the province of Ontario to do everything it can to keep
schools open and provide the proper funding in order to do theright
thing for the most vulnerable in our society.

[Translation]

NATIONAL KIDNEY MONTH

Mr. Réginald Bélair (Timmins—JamesBay, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | am pleased to draw the attention of the House to the fact that
the month of March has been designated National Kidney Month.
During this month, the Canadian Kidney Foundation will once
again focus its efforts on raising Canadians' awareness of the
importance of organ donation. Thekidney isavital organ. A person
whose kidneys have failed must undergo dialysis or a kidney
transplant.

More than 20,000 Canadians suffer from kidney disorders. For
many, the only option is a transplant. Unfortunately, there is a
serious shortage of organs available in Canada for transplant.

[English]

| encourage all members of the House and all Canadiansto sign
an organ donor card and to tell their families of their decision.

Please join me in lending support to the Kidney Foundation of
Canada during National Kidney Month.

ENDANGERED SPECIES

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, Endangered Species Day just past, and yet an environ-
mental holocaust is taking place. Every day two to three species of
animals, plants and fish become extinct. They are lost forever. The
Bengal tiger, the black rhino, the cheetah and, closer to home, the
eastern cougar and Vancouver Island marmot are on the brink.
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Thirty-four thousand species of flora and 1,100 species of birds
are on the brink of extinction. One-half of all species will
disappear in the next hundred years.

Canada does not have an endangered species act to penalize
offenders and enforcement officers are understaffed.

There are solutions. In South Africa an ambitious program to
marry private interests and public interests has saved dozens and
dozens of species, expanded habitat and improved biodiversity. We
need to look at this model to save the species in our country.

If we save these species we will save ourselves. If we do not, we
will surely meet the same fate and we will become Homo sapiens,
the exterminator.

BUSINESSINVESTMENT

Mr. Roy Cullen (Etobicoke North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as hon.
members know, under the leadership of the Prime Minister and asa
result of the work of the finance minister, Canada has been getting
the economic fundamentals right. Just how right and how good
Canada's brand name is was once again demonstrated by the
release yesterday of an international cost comparison study con-
ducted by the management and consulting firm KPMG.

This international study compared data on typical costs of doing
business for nine industry sectors, including manufacturing and
service operations in 64 cities around the world located in the G-7
countries and Austria.

The KPMG report is good news for Canada as it demonstrates
that among the eight countries Canada offers the most cost
effective locations for new businessinvestment. The challenge now
for al of us is to spread this good news message to business
communities around the world. Fortunately we have a tremendous
product to sell.

BILL C-68

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grassands, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, this Thursday | met with five angry police officers. They
are angry because federal funding cuts are imperilling essential
police services while hundreds of millions of dollars are being
spent to implement Bill C-68. They are angry because the money
already wasted on aregistry of personal firearms would have been
more than enough to upgrade the vital CPIC system.

® (1105)
They are angry because the closure of the RCMP training depot

in Regina, even if it is only a temporary measure, guarantees that
the force will continue to be short-staffed for years to come.

They are angry because underfunding of forensic services means
that laboratory results which used to be available in a matter of
days now take several weeks.

They are angry because in addition to diverting vast sums that
could be used to fight crime, the firearms registry is generating
public ill-will which hinders the ability of officersto do their jobs.

* Kk %

[Translation]

CAMILLELAURIN

Mr. DenisCoderre(Bourassa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the man who
came to be known as the father of Bill 101, Camille Laurin, has
passed away after a long illness.

Mr. Laurin did much to enrich Quebec politics. With him, people
knew what the sovereignist movement was all about.

Asakind of socio-linguistic therapist, his desire was to make not
only Quebec but al of Canada aware of our specia position in
North America. He knew how to make political choicesand stick to
them, and contributed greatly to enhancing the worth of the French
language.

We respectfully salute the accomplishments of Dr. Camille
Laurin, and offer our most sincere condolences to his family.

[English]

SOCIAL POLICY

Ms. Louise Hardy (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, we are told the
United Nations deems Canada as being one of the best countriesin
the world in which to live and the best for food, but not for the
aborigina people living either off or on reserve, not for the poor
and not for those living in isolated northern communities.

These are the people who are paying the cost of this Liberal
political agenda. The deregulation of airlines and forcing Canada
Post to make money has forced up the price of goods in northern
and isolated communities. Abandonment of social housing has left
off reserve aboriginals to die in the garbage dumps and on the main
streets of this rich country.

We expect this government to make Canada the best place for al
our citizens and to put homes, health and justice as high on its
agenda as it puts the giant world of business.

* k% %
[Translation]

CANADIAN ECONOMY

Mrs. Marlene Jennings (Notre-Dame-de-Grace—L achine,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, there is good news about the economy this
morning.
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Statistics Canada announced that the number of jobs increased
in February, which means that we are still on the road to economic
recovery.

These results follow seven consecutive monthly increases and
they bring to 1,620,000 the number of new jobs created in Canada
since we took office in 1993.

The unemployment rate remained unchanged from January, at
7.8%. This is the lowest rate since June 1990. It should be noted
that we are talking about an increase in the number of full time jobs
here.

In short, Canada is well managed. The federal government’s
economic and financial policies are working. Results clearly show
that we must stay on this road to economic growth.

[English]

BIG BROTHERS AND BIG SISTERS

Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,
PC): Mr. Speaker, today | rise in the House to pay tribute to Big
Brothers and Big Sisters organizations across the country, and in
particular in my home riding of Pictou—Antigonish—Guysbo-
rough.

It was with great honour that | was chosen to be the honorary
chairman of the annual bowl-a-thon in my riding that took place
last weekend, which raised over $38,000. Similar eventstook place
across the country.

| am very thankful for my experience as a big brother with
Matthew Jardine. For many years volunteering my time to this
organization was an important event in my life. In return, Big
Brothers and Big Sisters organizations have given me a great sense
of community and pride.

Being a big brother is probably one of the most positive
experiences a person can enjoy. | feel tremendously rewarded by
having been involved in this program.

Today | urge all hon. members of the House to donate time and,
where appropriate, money for this worthwhile program. Big Broth-
ers and Big Sisters enriches the lives of all those who choose to
make the commitment to be abig brother or abig sister. In this day
and age, with so many people facing challenging times, particular-
ly young people, having a stable influence in their lives and a
person who cares is what is so unique and fantastic about these
organizations.

My main hope is that more people will become involved in Big
Brothers and Big Sisters so that the number of organizations will
grow throughout the country for the benefit of all those involved.

| wish Big Brothers and Big Sisters continued success as they
enrich the lives of so many.

S.0.31

[Translation]

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (L ac-Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker, let
me read into the record the opinion of an author quoted by Justice
L'Heureux-Dubé, who overturned an Alberta court judgment ac-
quitting a person accused of sexual assault.

One of the myths about rape is the idea that women dream about being raped; that
even when they say no, they mean yes; that any woman could fend off arapist if she
really wanted to; that women often deserve to be raped because of their behaviour,

the way they dress or their attitude; and that it is worse to be raped by a stranger than
by an acquaintance.

 (1110)

As members know, this ruling was the subject of much discus-
sion. However, you will agree that, discuss as we may, the distress
of sexual assault victims can never be adequately expressed.

On this International Women's Week, we must take a long look
at our collective responsibility regarding violence against women.

The controversy surrounding the Ewanchuk ruling must not
obscure the primary message sent by the supreme court on
February 25, namely that ““no means no”.

[English]

EMPLOYMENT

Ms. Sophia Leung (Vancouver Kingsway, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| am happy to share with members of the House the recent
Statistics Canada figures for employment.

In October 1993, when the Liberals formed the government, the
unemployment rate in my province of B.C. was 9.4%. It is now
8.1%, areduction of 1.3%. It is clear that job creation is a priority
for this government.

Statistics Canada has reported that national unemployment is
only 7.8%, which is an al-time low since 1990. Thisis good news
for Canada and for British Columbia.

THE UNITED ALTERNATIVE

Mr. John Finlay (Oxford, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, here are the top
10 reasons Liberals love the united aternative: No. 10, seeing John
Crosbie at another united alternative convention; No. 9, maybe it
will convince the Leader of the Opposition to get a new haircut;
No. 8, seeing Reformers fighting amongst themselves; No. 7, more
page 1 stories about missed phone calls between the Leader of the
Opposition and Joe Clark; No. 6, the sight of the official opposition
admitting it can never hope to form a government; No. 5,
Reformers begging separatists to join; No. 4, more watering down
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of Reform blue book principles; No. 3, a wedding proposal and a
wedding date, and the Tory bride says no to both; No. 2, we
Liberals love seeing Reformersliving alternative lifestyles; finaly,
the No. 1 reason Liberals love the united aternative is that its
preordained failure will guarantee a third consecutive Liberal
majority government.

[Translation]

CAMILLELAURIN

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, we were
struck yesterday by the news of the death of Dr. Camille Laurin.

Sovereignists in Quebec have lost a great leader. His master-
piece, Bill 101, lives on and will long ensure the development of
the francophone society in Quebec.

| had the pleasure of sitting next to Dr. Laurin in the Quebec
National Assembly between 1981 and 1984 and | recall him as a
very cultivated, determined and humanitarian individual, always
ready to listen to and support his colleagues.

Passionate about the French language, he has carved himself a
place in history with his remarkable work to protect it.

All of Quebec today mourns the loss of this remarkable man. PQ
supporters are profoundly affected by his departure, and | would,
on their behaf and that of my colleagues, offer my deepest
sympathies to those close to him.

[English]

ANGELO MOSCA

Mr. Stan Keyes (Hamilton West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, with the
indulgence of this place may | take just a brief moment to
recognize the presence in the Speaker’s gallery of football hero,
Hall of Famer, former Hamilton Tiger Cat great, generous Hamilto-
nian and a Canadian by choice, Mr. Angelo Mosca, along with his
wife Helen, son Nathan and son’s friend Stephanie.

* Kk %

YOUNG OFFENDERSACT

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Nanaimo—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
seven years ago in Courtenay, B.C., six year old Dawn Shaw was
brutally raped and murdered. Her 15 year old killer, Jason Ga
mache, was a repeat sex offender.

Not even the RCMP were aware of Jason's history of child
sexual assault because the Young Offenders Act forbade profes-
sionals treating a young offender from discussing the case in
public. He was prohibited access to children, but because of the
Y OA nobody knew about his record. Helived next door to aschool
and was babysitting Dawn Shaw the night he killed her.

In the new legidation, the public must be made aware of repeat
sexua offenders like Jason Gamache if we are to protect our
children. We must ensure that the new YOA is drafted to protect
our children, to punish the offenders and to make public the names
of the offenders and the details of the offences. The new YOA, as
presently drafted, does not address these points.

* % *
® (1115)

YOUNG OFFENDERSACT

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, yester-
day new legislation concerning young offenders was introduced.
There was concern expressed about offenders younger than the age
of 12 being lost between the cracks with respect to receiving
opportunities for rehabilitation.

The minister pointed out that these children would not be lost but
would be caught up in the social services and mental health
systems. | certainly agree that these would be the appropriate
systems for dealing with these young children rather than the
crimina justice system.

However, | would strongly urge that the federal government, if it
is serious about children, ensure adequate funding for the socia
service and mental health system so that these young children are
not simply dumped on an already overburdened and underfunded
child welfare system.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD
[English]

TAXATION

Mr. Randy White (Langley—Abbotsford, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
inone single day Albertadid what the federal Liberals have refused
to do for the last six years.

In yesterday’s budget Alberta cut taxes deeply and raised health
careto record levels. The federal Liberals have done the oppositein
theHouse. Their taxes are at arecord high and they have beaten our
health care system into submission.

What isthe junior finance minister’s excuse? Why can therest of
Canada not have the kind of low taxes and strong health care that
Alberta has?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member must have been dreaming about the new reforma-
tory party he wants to create when the budget was read. If he had
paid attention to it, he would have realized that the government is
committed to bringing in over $16 billion in tax relief for Cana-
dians over the next three years.
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He should be getting up today and praising us for this, as well
as for the fact that unemployment remains at the lowest rate this
month in the past nine years. It is the eighth consecutive month
of employment growth. Why does he not get up and recognize
that? That is something important for all Canadians.

Mr. Randy White (Langley—Abbotsford, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
maybe we should put up somebody from that side who knows what
he is talking about.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

TheSpeaker: | urge the hon. opposition House leader to bevery
judicious in his choice of words.

Mr. Randy White: Mr. Speaker, | will be judicious, okay.

One of the smartest things about the Alberta budget yesterday
was that it removed any tax discrimination against stay at home
parents.

What is so embarrassing for the Liberalsis that in order to give
families this fairness Alberta had to break away from the federal
tax system altogether. It has set up a completely separate, discrimi-
nation free tax rate of only 11%.

Will the junior finance minister over there, now that Alberta has
spelled it out for them, remove all discrimination from the federal
income tax system too?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in spite of difficult fiscal
circumstances we have recognized the need to support families
with children.

Thisiswhy in the |last budget there was $213 for a single earner
family in the child tax benefit. This is why we have increased the
child tax benefit by $2 billion, to a total now of $7 hillion to
support families with children.

As we move ahead with further tax cuts it is important to
recognize whether we will have across the board tax cuts or
whether we will target our tax cuts to particular family situations or
a combination of both.

Mr. Randy White (Langley—Abbotsford, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
it is interesting over here. Alberta is dealing with a surplus, the
same as the federal government, and yet Alberta comes up with the
answers.

Let us look at what it has done. Alberta ended anti-family tax
discrimination. It lowered taxes for everyone. It moved to asimple
single tax rate of 11%. It outlawed bracket creep taxes and it
increased health care spending at the same time. That is the
modern, smart way to run a government in 1999.

We know the junior finance minister's view of stay at home
parents is stuck in the 1970s, but why is histax system stuck in the
1970s as well?

Oral Questions

® (1120)

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| have in my hand a report from the Ottawa Citizen datelined
Edmonton which says that the proposals in the Alberta budget are
such that they * delay major breaks for taxpayers well into the next
century’.

Furthermore the report says *“ poor economic performance could
scuttle the proposal. The province's failure to increase total
revenues by $1.6 billion by 2002 would delay all the tax changes,
possibly putting them off indefinitely” .

We want tax relief for Canadians now. They are getting it now,
not like in Alberta—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Dewdney—Alouette.

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the Deputy Prime Minister offers doom and gloom about Alberta. It
is Albertathat is taking action instead of lip service when it comes
to substantive tax relief. In one day it provided tax relief for
everyone. In one day it ended tax discrimination against stay at
home parents and in one day it reduced its tax system to a much
simpler system, and it did this while it increased health care
spending.

What is the Liberal excuse today for not cutting its punishing
taxes in the exact same way?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on this issue we have seen
from the Reform Party three different proposals within one week.

They range in cost from $4.5 hillion a year to $56 hillion per
year, and not one of its proposals does what it purports to seek, that
istax equality among one and two earner families with children at
home.

Thisiswhy we cannot afford to make tax policy on the fly. This
is why we have referred it to the finance committee for sober and
reasoned consideration.

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the Reform Party believes in tax relief for everyone and Alberta
proved that can be done in a single day.

It is this government that is stubborn and that refuses to provide
that substantive kind of tax relief. It continues to pick on stay at
home parents with kids. It continues to pick on low income
families. Eight hundred thousand Albertans will not be paying
provincia tax yet the federal government will continue to wring
taxes out of those people.

The working poor are |eft alone by the Alberta tax man. Why
does the federal government not do the exact same thing?
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Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the finance critic for the Reform Party in his questions yesterday
showed that the Reform Party’s priority was tax relief for billion-
aires. Our priority is tax relief for al Canadians.

The hon. member has not dealt with the report in the Ottawa
Citizen which states that “‘in the Alberta budget says any tax relief
is conditional upon achieving certain economic goals and that if
they are not achieved, then there is no tax relief and any changes
are put off to the next century”. | dare the member to answer that
question.

[Translation]

CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Minis-
ter of Canadian Heritage sees herself as the defender of Canada's
culture, but once again, as we have seen this week, she says one
thing and does another.

What credibility does she have to claim to properly represent
Quebec in cultural terms, when she belongs to a government that is
doing everything to diminish Quebec’s place internationally and
when she goes along with that?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, it isimportant that we continue to work together. It is
also important internationally that there respect for a nation's
sovereignty.

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Minis-
ter of Canadian Heritage keeps repeating wherever she is that
Quebeckers have nothing to fear, that they will have al the room
they need to grow within the Canadian family. That is what she

says.

And yet, once again, together with her government, has she not
underscored the huge difference between word and deed and that
her remarks are completely devoid of meaning?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, we have a policy on sound recordings that the Bloc
supports. We have a copyright act the Bloc Quebecois supports. We
have final debate today on Bill C-55 in order to protect Canadian
publications, with the support of the Bloc.

Therefore, our action promotes the growth of cultural diversity
in Canada, supported by the Bloc.

® (1125)

Ms. Caroline St-Hilaire (Longueuil, BQ): Mr. Speaker, this
week the attitude taken by the Minister of Canadian Heritage
concerning Quebec's presence at the meeting on cultural diversity
sent a clear message to Quebeckers on how she views Quebec's
international role.

Has the Minister of Canadian Heritage not demonstrated very
clearly that, if Quebeckers are to take what they consider to be their
legitimate place internationally, they have no choice but to become
asovereign country, or in other words to assume sole responsibility
for their relations with other countries in the world?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the Bloc Quebecois is constantly making the point that we must
respect constitutional divisions between federal and provincia
jurisdictions.

Under our constitution, jurisdiction over international matters
belongs whoally to the federal government, and this is the position
we always take. If the Bloc Quebecois wants to respect constitu-
tional jurisdictions, it cannot have it both ways.

Ms. Caroline St-Hilaire (Longueuil, BQ): Mr. Speaker, when
speaking of areas of jurisdiction, in my opinion culture is a
provincia jurisdiction.

With the efforts being expended by the federal government to
restrict the presence of Quebec on the international scene to the
strict minimum, how can the Minister of Canadian Heritage make
any claim to defend the distinct cultural nature of Quebec better
than a sovereign Quebec would?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we awayswork to help the province of Quebec develop, particular-
ly in the area of culture.

International matters, under our constitution, fall under federal
jurisdiction. That is not hard to understand. | wonder why it is so
difficult for the Bloc Quebecois to grasp this. It is constantly
caling for us to respect federal jurisdictions in other areas. As |
have already said, it cannot have it both ways.

[English]

TAXATION

Ms. Alexa M cDonough (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, we were
told at the recent united aternative conference that the most
popular slogan was ““ PM for leader’”, but it was not referring to the
Reform leader; it was referring to the finance minister.

We saw Reformers drooling over the Liberal’s recent budget.
Now we see the finance minister flirting with the flat tax.

Will the government assure Canadians that in hisbid for Reform
affection the finance minister will not turn his back on progressive
taxation?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | think an even more
important question that we have is with the endorsement of
Stockwell Day by members of the Reform Party.
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Does that mean that they will support him for leader of the
united alternative?

Ms. Alexa McDonough (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
government does not want to address the question about progres-
sive taxation because Canadians woke up to the finance minister’'s
statement that he would look at Alberta's flat tax with a great deal
of interest.

The question is: In whose interest? It is certainly not in the
interest of ordinary Canadians who would get shafted by the flat
tax.

Has the government decided to turn its back on progressive
taxation?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
just afew days ago the NDP, under the hon. member’s leadership,
joined with the Reform Party in an attack on progressive taxation.

Unlike the leader of the NDP, unlike the Reform Party, the
Government of Canada is committed to principles that taxes must
reflect an individua's ability to pay and that tax reductions must
benefit first those who need them the most, low and middleincome
Canadians.

| think the leader of the NDP should be ashamed of herself for
having, in a formal way through a vote, abandoned those prin-
ciples.

® (1130)

[Translation]

THE JUDICIARY

Mr. Jean Dubé (M adawaska—Restigouche, PC): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, the New Brunswick government amended its Judicature
Act in order to add a second judge to New Brunswick’s Court of
Queen’s Bench, in Campbellton. This is a strange coincidence,
given that a provincial election will soon be held.

| learned today that the Minister of Justiceis still not convinced
that a second judge is necessary.

What will it take to convince her? That other criminas be
released into the community, because of excessive delays in court
proceedings?

[English]
Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justiceand Attor ney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |

will take the question under advisement and bring an answer back
to the House.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean Dubé (M adawaska—Restigouche, PC): Mr. Speaker,
it is not the first time | raise this issue in the House.

Oral Questions
[English]

What more evidence does the minister need? The legal commu-
nity of Campbellton, the provincial minister of justice, even the
chief justice of the province agree that a new judge is necessary as
caseloads are tripling. Women forced to leave abusive homes
cannot even get a court date to have their properties and their
support issues dealt with.

Will the minister announce to the House when she intends to
make a decision on the request for a new judge in the court district
of Restigouche?

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justiceand Attor ney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
believe | have aready stated that | will take it under advisement
and we will bring back our response to the House.

JUSTICE

Mr. John Reynolds (West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, yesterday's changes to the Young Offenders
Act were largely cosmetic. For example, the law kept the identities
of convicted criminals a secret for fully 99% of all young offend-
ers. Only the names of 1% of the most extreme criminals will have
their names published.

Why does the new act still hide the identities of youth convicted
of armed robbery, home invasions and sexua assault with a
weapon?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
as | understand the proposals which have been widely praised by
people in the justice community, publication of names of anyone
who receives an adult sentence will be permitted. Publication
would also be allowed if ayouth at largeis considered by ajudgeto
be dangerous. These areimportant steps forward. The hon. member
should recognize this.

Mr. John Reynolds (West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, unfortunately | think the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter has the wrong notes. A young person convicted of an assault
with a weapon will till be released back into the community
without the community knowing. A young person convicted of
sexual assault will still have their identity kept a secret. These
young criminals will mingle at school and in the parks without
anybody knowing whatever happened.

Why does the government not think that sexual assault with a
weapon or armed robbery or hostage taking during ahome invasion
isaserious crime? Why would we hide the identity of 99% of these
serious criminals?

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
as was stated yesterday when the minister brought forth her new



12798

COMMONSDEBATES

March 12, 1999

Oral Questions

youth criminal justice act, we are not the party that wants to
criminalize 10 year olds and 12 year olds. Ours is a different
approach. Ours is a balanced approach. We will deal with this act
differently for violent young offenders and non-violent young
offenders. We are talking in this act about protecting society
through accountability, meaningful consequences and rehabilita-
tion, not criminalizing 10 year olds and 12 year olds.

[Translation]

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, the Minister of Justice once again yielded in a
pitiful way to the right by introducing coercive measures for young
offenders, a decision that can only please hard-liners.

Will the minister admit to the House, as she did a a press
conference yesterday, that her bill does not give any additional
leeway to the provinces in the area of prevention or rehabilitation?

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
as Quebec's president of the bar said, our new approach will allow
Quebec to continue to do what it has been doing so far.

| should aso point out that, at yesterday’s press conference, the
minister said that the budget of the Minister of Finance provides
$206 million for rehabilitation. Let us aso not forget that, every
year, we have alocated $32 million for crime prevention.

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, as regards Quebec's president of the bar, | cannot wait to
see the reaction of the committee of the Barreau du Québec, which
examined the issue and contradicted the president of the bar.

® (1135)

Does the minister realize that, by toughening up the act as she
did, she is putting undue pressure on the Quebec justice system,
thus undermining 25 years of expertise in the area of juvenile
crime?

The parliamentary secretary is from Quebec. She should speak
up against her minister on this issue.

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
precisely, | am indeed from Quebec and | am very pleased that the
legidation introduced by the minister. Apart from the president of
the bar, | want to quote what Guy Cournoyer, a well known
Montreal criminologist, had to say. He indicated he “would
continue to develop his psychosocial approach, as opposed to the

legal approach”.

This is precisely what the new bill that was introduced will
alow.

[English]

Mr. Art Hanger (Calgary Northeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
parliamentary secretary shows certainly a knowledge of the legal
system but she shows no regard for the issues the public brings
forward and its concerns about the Young Offenders Act.

My question is for the parliamentary secretary. Can she tell the
House why violent crimes like robbery, sexua assault with a
weapon and hostage taking were left out of the new Young
Offenders Act? Does she not consider these to be violent crimes?

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
as | said earlier and as the minister indicated, we are not the party
that wantsto criminalize 10 and 11 year olds. | keep repeating that.

Our new approach is only one piece of the whole puzzle. The
Reform Party keeps forgetting this whenever it asks questions.
There are other sections in the Criminal Code that take care of
cases like those, not only the present legislation we tabled in the
House.

Our approach, | repeat, is a balanced approach, an approach that
doeswant to protect society. That is exactly what we are doing with
this new law. We are also talking about meaningful consequence,
accountability—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Calgary Northeast.

Mr. Art Hanger (Calgary Northeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it was
the chairman of the Liberal justice committee who actually pro-
nounced that 10 and 11 years olds should be brought forward as
part of the Young Offenders Act, not the Reform Party.

The minister’s selection of crimesto suit her purposeisacurious
one. She includes aggravated sexua assault, of which there were
three in 1996 and 1997, in her list of select crimes, and yet
dismisses sexual assaults with a weapon, of which there were 46.

Why does the minister not think sexual assault with aweapon or
armed robbery or hostage taking during a home invasion is a
serious crime?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the House will have opportunity to go into all theseissuesin detail.

In the meantime, according to the Edmonton Sun, Chief John
Lindsay, president of the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police,
said: “‘We see some very positive things in this new bill. We
honestly think this is a more serious response to more serious and
violent crime, and that pleases us”.

There is a statement from somebody who knows what he is
talking about. He is the chief of the Edmonton police force in the
hon. member’s own province. The member ought to listen to this
voice of reality, reason and knowledge.
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[Translation]

BUILDING CONTRACTS

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—M ontmorency—Cote-de-
Beaupré—Ile-d’Orléans, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my question is for
the Deputy Prime Minister.

Everyone recognizes the importance of ensuring the Prime
Minister's safety and this is true for the secondary residence as
well. What is surprising is that the work in question was done
without going to tender.

How can the Prime Minister's safety be used to justify circum-
venting the tender process? Are we to understand that al the
security features of the renovation of the Parliament Buildings, for
example, could be sole sourced because the Prime Minister’s safety
was involved?

[English]

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Solicitor General of Canada,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister built a new home and he
paid for it. Also, he had his own private driveway. That is aprivate
matter.

The RCMP isresponsible for the security of the Prime Minister.
It requested that thisfirm be hired because it wasin the areaand for
security reasons.

[Translation]

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—M ontmorency—Cote-de-
Beaupré—Ile-d’Orléans, BQ): Mr. Speaker, we are talking about
aroad and a sentry box, not sophisticated security equipment such
as an alarm system.

What security reason is there for sole sourcing the construction
of a length of road or a shelter for police officers?

® (1140)
[English]

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Solicitor General of Canada,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, sole source contracting is acceptable for
security reasons.

As| indicated, the RCMP requested that this road be built. As|
also indicated, the Prime Minister had another private road of his
own. He did not need it but the RCMP requested that this road be
built.

JUSTICE

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the government has allowed another sex offender to go unpun-
ished.

Paul Gervaiswas convicted of sexually assaulting nine boys. He
was tried, confessed and convicted. Because of a legal loophole
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called conditional sentencing, Gervais left the court house yester-
day and went home.

How can the minister continue to defend this Liberal loophole
that lets sexual predators go free?

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justiceand Attor ney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
cannot comment on the particulars of this case. | will tell the hon.
member what we have aready done in terms of conditional
sentences.

The minister has referred the matter to the justice committee.
There are cases pending before the supreme court and she awaits
those decisions. She has stated in the House that if necessary she
will change the law.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, it was this Liberal government under Bill C-41 that brought in
this law. The Reform Party told it repeatedly to change it then, to
amend it then. It would not listen.

When it comes to the use of conditional sentencing, the B.C.
court of appeal has stated: “If parliament had intended to exclude
certain offences from consideration, it should have done so in clear
language” .

| want the parliamentary secretary to clearly answer, yes or no.
Will she attempt to convince her minister that the sentencing act
should be changed immediately so that violent criminals like Paul
Gervais spend time in jail instead of a home?

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
this is another perfect example of where process is not necessary
for the opposition.

We have a process. The minister has already stated in the House
that she will take up the matter. The justice committee has always
agreed to study it. The Supreme Court of Canada is rendering a
decision. The minister has stated again and again that if necessary
she will make the necessary changes.

* Kk %

[Translation]

CONSTRUCTIONCONTRACTS

Mr. Odina Desrochers (Lotbiniéere, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Public Works and Government Services has behaved
imprudently to say the least in awarding a contract without tender
to a contractor hired privately by the Prime Minister to construct a
second residence.

My question is for the Deputy Prime Minister. By giving the
Prime Minister’'s private contractor the benefit of an untendered
contract, has the Minister of Public Works and Government
Services not put the Prime Minister in a situation that is awkward
and embarrassing to say the least?
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Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Solicitor General of Canada,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in this case the department of public works
received a request from the RCMP that this contractor be hired
because of security reasons and because he was in the area.

Also it is important to note that this was a second road for the
Prime Minister. The Prime Minister had his own private road. He
did not need thisroad. It was the decision of the RCM P for security
reasons that this road be put in.

* Kk %

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Lynn Myers (Waterloo—Wellington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my question is to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development.

Concerns have been raised over the state of on reserve aborigina
housing. Poor living conditions and overcrowding problems are
occurring on reserves in many parts of the country.

Will the government commit to improving the lives of aboriginal
Canadians by ensuring that they have the resources necessary to
meet their serious housing needs?

Mr. David Iftody (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Indian Affairsand Northern Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
thank the member for hisinterest in this very important and critical
issue to al Canadians.

| am pleased to report to the House that on March 10, with
national Chief Phil Fontaine, the Government of Canada, through
my minister, made a announcement of an additional $20 million for
housing for aboriginal people on reserve.

® (1145)

This responds to our ongoing commitment, our concern for our
first nations people on reserve. It gives them the opportunity to live
in housing conditions that are acceptable to all Canadians.

* Kk %

FOREST INDUSTRY

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver Island North, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, one of the Canadian forest industry’s most valued customersis
the Home Depot chain of North American stores.

On March 17 Rainforest Action Network is co-ordinating a
massive protest at Home Depot stores across Canada and the U.S.
to urge people not to buy our old growth forest products. By
definition most of the forests harvested in Canada are old growth.

Why is the minister sitting in silence while foreign lobbyists
denigrate our forest products?

Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (Minister of National Defence,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Home Depot has made it clear that the
company wishes to support the well managed, scientifically based
certification process. In fact thisis a new process that the industry
is going through. This being the case, Canadian companies are well
placed to continue to compete effectively in the U.S. market.

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver |sland North, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the government is not taking this issue seriously. We have heard
all this before. The government cannot just cross its fingers and
muddle its way through. This is an organized campaign directed
specifically at Canadian forest products.

Why is the minister sitting in silence while an orchestrated
campaign against our number one export earner is gearing up?

Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (Minister of National Defence,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the minister is not sitting in silence. The
minister and the Minister for International Trade are watching
these devel opments quite closely. They want to make sure that our
products continue to have that kind of accessinto the United States.

This certification process is one that is new to the industry. It is
one that will benefit the industry overall. We will continue to have
access into that market.

CONSTRUCTIONCONTRACTS

Mr. John Solomon (Regina—L umsden—L ake Centre, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, the public contracts awarded to Renald Cloutier, the
Prime Minister's persona contractor, not only were untendered,
they did not follow other normal rules either.

For example, the RCMP guard post was built in November and
December 1998, but the municipal building permit shows it was
not applied for until after thiswork was done. Aswell, there was no
environmental assessment of the road construction even though the
Prime Minister's neighbours believe it could contaminate their
local water supply.

Can the minister explain why these rules were broken when
matters relating to the Prime Minister are supposed to bear the
closest public scrutiny as his conflict of interest code says?

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Solicitor General of Canada,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to tell my hon. colleague that no
Treasury Board guidelines were broken. Policy was followed.

What | indicated previously is the Prime Minister built a home.
He had his own private driveway. He did not need this driveway.
The RCMP requested the driveway be built. The RCMP requested
this individual build it for security reasons. That is why it was
granted.
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Mr. John Solomon (Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, the Liberal government and the ministers
continue to insist that Mr. Cloutier was retained for his work since
he was on site and met their security criteria. If security was such
an important consideration in selecting Mr. Cloutier to work on
the Prime Minister's home, then why was Mr. Cloutier allowed
to turn around and subcontract the sensitive work to two other
companies, Continental Asphalt and Mario Gélinas?

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Cardigan, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | do
not have the details of al the contracts here. What | can tell my
hon. colleague is what | told him previously on what the RCMP's
responsibility is. It is for the security of the Prime Minister of
Canada. That is why the road was built. They requested that this
individual for security reasons be hired. He was and we followed
government guidelines.

SWISSAIR FLIGHT 111

Mr. Bill Casey (Cumberland—Colchester, PC): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Transport.

The cost of the Swissair 111 investigation has now reached $62
million and is rising. The costs are totally absorbed by the coast
guard, the RCMP and the military. As a result, the operations for
the RCMP, the military and the coast guard are being reduced. Also
they have been denied new equipment because of this, they are
told. It has not affected the construction of the Prime Minister’'s
private driveway.

® (1150)

Is the government asking the manufacturers of the aircraft, the
airline and the other governments involved to help cover these
costs?

Mr. Stan Dromisky (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Transport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for the
interesting question.

| would like to point out to the listening public that Canada has
an international agreement. We are totally responsible for the costs
that are incurred for any safety transportation investigation within
the parameters of our domain.

As a result, yes, a tremendous amount of dollars has been
devoted to this investigation and there will probably be more. This
government has committed itself to keep on, within the realms of
human ability and technology, to determine the cause of this
terrible tragedy.

Mr. Bill Casey (Cumberland—Colchester, PC): Mr. Speaker,
that brings up a couple of other questions we should think about.

If there are a series of crashes, what happens to the budgets of
the RCMP, the military and the coast guard? If we are not asking
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the other parties to pay, will the government assure the coast guard,
the military and the RCMP that their budgets will not suffer as a
result of this crash? Will the government also treat it like the
Saguenay flood or the Quebec ice storm and provide the funding
for these operations so their services are not compromised?

Mr. Stan Dromisky (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Transport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | think we can jump to conclusions
here and stipulate that as a member of a team, everyone will
contribute in their own way.

I would like to point out that Swissair has been most generous
with many of the families of the victims. It has contributed quite a
few million dollars to this entire enterprise.

Asfar asthe United Statesis concerned, we do not have any final
decisions yet regarding its contribution toward the rental of vast
amounts of equipment and technology.

* Kk %

ENDANGERED SPECIES

Mr. Derek Lee (Scarborough—Rouge River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, environmental groups across the country this week orga-
nized endangered species action days to draw attention to the fact
that Canada still does not have an effective endangered species |aw.

We know that this area involves provincia jurisdictions, but |
want to ask the Minister of the Environment what the Government
of Canadais doing to protect our wildlife species which are now at
risk.

Hon. Christine Stewart (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | thank my colleague, all those on this side of the
House, others on the other side of the House and all of those who
demonstrated yesterday on their day of action for their concern
about species at risk.

Because of human activity and its impact on the environment, it
is obvious that we need legidlation to protect species at risk. | hope
to bring in legisation before we recess this summer.

In the meantime, | have been consulting with stakehol ders across
this country, with business and industry, farmers, environmental
NGOs, as well as with my provincial counterparts to see how we
can build a national safety net of protection for species at risk.
Much of the authority falls within the provincial and territoria
jurisdiction.

We have laws in place now to protect species but there will be a
new law.

AGRICULTURE

Mr. JakeE. Hoeppner (Portage—L isgar, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, a
study by a private Saskatchewan group reveals that since 1984
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North Dakota and Montana farmers have received between 50 and
75 cents a bushel more for their wheat than Canadian farmers.
These losses amount to billions of dollarsto western farmers. What
will the government do to make up for these losses? | would say,
open the wheat board books and give farmers a choice to market
their own grain.

Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (Minister of National Defence,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the big city boy will attempt to offer some
information about farms.

The authors of the particular report the hon. member refers to
have overstated U.S. prices and have understated Canadian Wheat
Board prices. The results of that study are inconclusive. The
authors used selective vision of each country’s grain handling and
transportation systems. Their pricing methodology does not allow
for an accurate price comparison between the two countries. That is
what he is basing his question on.

* Kk %

[Translation]

BUILDING CONTRACTS

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, Treasury Board's Government Contracts Regulations are
very clear: when a manager awards a contract without a call for
tender, he must justify in writing his application of one of the four
exceptions provided in the regulations.

® (1155)

If that was in fact done, could the Deputy Prime Minister tablein
this House the written justification for the fact that a public
contract was awarded without call for tender by the government to
the contractor who built the Prime Minister's cottage?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I will look into the hon. member’s question. There may be security
issues. | will do my best to provide afull response to the member’'s
request.

[English]

HIGHWAYS

Ms. Wendy Lill (Dartmouth, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the contro-
versial Cobequid Pass toll highway in Nova Scotia has undergone
another change. Now the financing has been sold to an American
company controlled by a Japanese bank. As we know, over $27
million in federal government money went into the Cobequid
highway, one of the Atlantic toll roadsthat use federal fundsto turn
tidy private profits.

Will the government now admit that our national highways
policy is to put roads into private hands and send the profits

offshore? What a disgrace. Canadians want to know what the
government is going to do about it.

Mr. Stan Dromisky (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Transport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to point out that we
have a definite position regarding toll highways. It has already
been clearly announced in the House that as far as the government
is concerned, for any highway designated as part of the Trans-Can-
adaHighway, if tollsare to be considered, it must be in conjunction
with the Minister of Transport. The final decision regarding that
would be made by the Minister of Transport.

The highways are within the jurisdiction of the provincial
governments, but whenever moneys go from the federal coffers to
the provincial coffersfor that purpose, that isfor the building of the
Trans-Canada Highway—

The Speaker: The hon. member for South Shore.

* k* %

SWISSAIR FLIGHT 111

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, the hon.
member for Cumberland—Colchester asked an extremely impor-
tant question on the coast guard. What the minister did not answer
was that the only thing that kept the coast guard's budget from
being cut sooner in 1998 was the crash of Swissair flight 111. If this
tragedy had not occurred, the coast guard boats would have been
laid up much earlier in the fall of 1998.

Theissue hereis safety. Isit the Minister of Transport’sintent to
ignore the safety of our fishermen and boaters in the same way the
minister of defence ignored the safety of our pilots?

Mr. Wayne Easter (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Fish-
eries and Oceans is responsible for the coast guard. He has made it
very clear in the House many times that there will be no compro-
mising of safety with regard to the coast guard. Whether it is the
Swissair disaster or any other disaster, the coast guard is there to
protect the safety of people and seagoing vessels. We will do that,
absolutely.

TRADE

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister for International Trade. Trade negotiations will be started
by the WTO in Seattle later this year. Economic sectors and issues
of great interest to Canadians will be discussed there. What
opportunity will Canadians have to provide their input into the
preparation for these important negotiations?

Mr. Bob Speller (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for
International Trade, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Government of
Canada places utmost importance on public consultations. It just
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makes common sense. On February 8 the Minister for Internation-
al Trade launched the consultations. The Standing Committee on
Agriculture and Agri-Food has had consultations with agriculture
groups. In afew weeks the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
and International Trade will betravelling to certain parts of Canada
to get people’s views on these important consultations.

The Minister for International Trade met with his provincial
counterparts earlier this year. They are determined to get the views
of Canadians prior to going to Geneva to negotiate.

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grassands, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Canadian Heritage.

The Canadian live cattle export industry, which is worth about
two and ahalf billion dollarsayear, is already being targeted by the
Americans. Senator Baucus and his cohorts in the American
agricultural lobby are rubbing their hands in glee at the possibility
that they will be ableto justify or rationalize a countervail based on
Bill C-55.

Why is the minister so eager to sacrifice western Canadian
farmers to the greater glory of Ted Rogers?

® (1200)

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we are there for every sector. We are not sacrificing the interests of
any sector for any other sector. We are there for all Canadians.

| ask my hon. friend why he is so interested in sacrificing the
interests of Canadain support of Senator Baucus and the people of
the United States. Why do he and his party not stand up for Canada
and show a unified state and not help the Americans to put
unwarranted pressure against a policy that is in the interest of al
Canadians and all Canada?

Stand up for Canada, Reform Party. Don't act on behalf of the
Americans.

[Translation]

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
replies given by the Minister of Human Resources Development in
response to our recent questions on the hardship caused by his
system suggest that he is aready in possession of the evaluation
report prepared by his officials and that he is secretly working on
the changes that need to be made.

Why is the Minister of Human Resources Devel opment waiting
so long to table this much anticipated report? Is it because he is
about to bow to our arguments and address the flaws of a system
that hurts both the unemployed and the workers?

Oral Questions

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | can give the assurance that the
report is not causing any hardship. Unlike the Bloc Quebecois,
which loves to talk about hardship, about victims, about people
who are exploited, we do not talk—

An hon. member: Did you look at the report?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew: Yes, absolutely. | read the report. It
was submitted to me.

| can give the assurance that it will be tabled, as required by law,
in the first 30 days of the session, which means by March 19.

But | do not work in secret. | can tell the House one thing: as a
government, we make sure we properly measure the impact of our
employment insurance reform, the results of which we will soon be
sharing with this House.

[English]

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the 35
year old SeaKing helicopters continue to be plagued with problems
causing legitimate concern for the safety of those who fly in them.

| now have parents of a pilot writing to me expressing concern
for their son who flies these aircraft.

The minister indicated yesterday that he would bring in a
strategy to replace the Sea Kings very shortly. Defence procure-
ment is a very large, complex business with many steps involved.

Will the minister advise the House as to what precise stage in the
procurement process is the maritime helicopter project at present?

Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (Minister of National Defence,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we are going through all the requirements for
the helicopters because whatever we get to replace the Sea King |
want to make sure that it meets our operational needs and is cost
efficient and affordable for Canadians.

| am anxious to bring this forward as quickly aswe possibly can,
but meanwhile we will have the Sea Kings with us for afew more
years. We will make sure that in fact they are well maintained; they
are overhauled as they need to be and as they have been in the past;
and they are safe for our crews to fly.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Human Resources Devel opment.
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The aborigina human resource development strategy will
change the way training programs and services are offered to
aboriginal Canadians. Criticism of this includes a loss of services
to off reserve aborigina groups such as the Canadian Métis
Council and the Native Council of Nova Scotia

Could the minister guarantee that both groups would receive
funding in the future equivalent to what they received under the
regiona bilateral agreement?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first | would like to thank the
member for supporting our bilateral agreements. They have im-
proved agreat deal the situation of aboriginal Canadiansit terms of
the labour market.

| would like to commend the wonderful work, extraordinary
work, of the Secretary of State for Children and Youth who has
involved herself a lot in those bilateral agreements.

As to the other group that the member is referring to, | am
confident that we will be able to come to conclusions on this very
important file shortly.

POINTS OF ORDER

QUESTION PERIOD

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justiceand Attor ney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
rise on a point of order.

| had an earlier question from amember from the P.C. Party on a
judgein New Brunswick. | have an answer, if members would like
me to read it into the record, that in fact the minister has received a
letter from the Attorney General of New Brunswick and that she
will be making a decision soon on whether to appoint a new judge
in New Brunswick.

The Deputy Speaker: | trust the information is satisfactory to
al hon. members.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

® (1205)

[English]

INTERPARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 34(1) | have the honour to
present to the House, in both official languages, the report of the

Canadian delegation of the Canada-Europe Parliamentary Associa-
tion to the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe,
OSCE, parliamentary assembly standing committee in Vienna,
Austria, on January 14, 1999.

* Kk %

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West—Nepean, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | have the honour to present the 60th report of the
Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding
membership and associate membership of the Standing Committee
on Canadian Heritage, and | should like to move concurrence at
this time.

(Motion agreed to)

PETITIONS

JUSTICE

Mr. Randy White (Langley—Abbotsford, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
| have two petitions to present. The first one calls upon parliament
to enact legidlation that will reduce our inhumanity to the families
of victims, restore some truth in sentencing and stop gambling
away lives on the chance that a multiple murderer or serial predator
will not attack again.

We believe Bill C-251 will prevent multiple murderers and
rapists from getting one sentence for multiple offences and narrow
the gap between justice and our justice system.

SEXUAL OFFENDERS

Mr. Randy White (Langley—Abbotsford, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the second petition | have to present brings the number of names up
to 30,000 now. All the individuals who signed the petition indicate
that the last sexual assault committed in the community of
Abbotsford was committed by a dangerous repeat offender with 63
prior convictions.

Therefore they ask that Sumas Community Correctional Centre
officials should have the right to refuse violent, repeat and danger-
ous offenders who could pose a danger to society and that habitual
violent offenders and sexual predators should not be allowed to
reside at Sumas correctional centre any longer.

We need more answers to this and government has to address
this issue promptly.

NUCLEARWEAPONS

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | have the honour to present a petition signed by hundreds
of people from across the city of Toronto praying that parliament
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support the immediate initiation and conclusion by the year 2000 of
an international convention which will set out a binding timetable
for the abolition of al nuclear weapons.

The standing committee has filed areport urging the abolition of
nuclear weapons, and | am pleased to present this petition of
citizens supporting that position.

* k% *
[Translation]
PAY EQUITY

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on
behalf of the citizens of Laurentides, and the riding of Manicoua
gan, who believe sincerely in equality between men and women
and in justice, | have the honour to table two petitions demanding
that the federal government withdraw its appeal against the public
service pay equity decision and give effect to the court ruling that it
ensure pay equity for its employees.

® (1210)

These petitions combine with those presented this week by my
Bloc Quebecois colleagues.

[English]
BILL C-68

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased to rise to present a petition on behalf of the people of
Dauphin—Swan River.

The petitioners request that parliament repeal Bill C-68 to
redirect the hundreds of millions of tax dollars being wasted on
licensing responsible farm gun owners and that the money be put
into places like women'’s crisis centres, the prevention of crime and
other means of fighting organized crime on the streets.

[Translation]
GLOBALIZATION

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (L ac-Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker, |
have the honour today to table a petition.

The petitioners are greatly distressed by the widening gap
between rich and poor, and ask Parliament to form a parliamentary
committee whose mandate would be to examine Canadian parlia
mentarians’ ability to reduce the gap between rich and poor in the
new context created by globalization and to propose specific
solutions.

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | ask that all questions
be alowed to stand.

Privilege
The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas—Charlottenburgh,
Lib.): On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

Discussions and negotiations have been held involving represen-
tatives of all parties in the House, and | think that, if you were to
seek it, you would find unanimous consent of the House for the
following motion to travel: | move:

That Group ““A”: seven members of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
and International Trade, and of the Sub-committee on Internationa Trade, Trade

Disputes and Investment be authorized to travel to Quebec, Montreal and St.
Hyacinthe from March 21-16, 1999;

and Group “‘B’": seven members of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
and International Trade, and of the Sub-committee on Internationa Trade, Trade
Disputes and Investment be authorized to travel to St. John's, Halifax and
Fredericton from March 21-26, 1999 in order to hold public hearings in relation to
its examination of Canada’s trade objectives and the forthcoming agenda of the
World Trade Organization (WTO), and examination of Canada’s priority interestsin
the FTAA process, and that the necessary staff do accompany the committee.

The Deputy Speaker: Does the government whip have the
unanimous consent of the House to move the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

TheDeputy Speaker: Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

T
[English]
PRIVILEGE
PARLIAMENT HILL
Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,

PC): Mr. Speaker, thisis a question of privilege of which | gave
notice prior to question period. It deals specifically with a commu-
niqué released from the Minister of Public Works yesterday, a
media advisory that again bypassed the House on a matter of
concern to the membership and | would suggest a matter of real
concern, namely the costly renovation of Parliament Hill.

The media communiqué announces that the minister has chosen
to name the parliamentary building advisory council, a body that
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will report to the minister and is a creation of the minister and the
government. Yet this body has really no mandate from the House.

In particular, the manner in which it has been presented is again
very consistent with the government’s approach, that is one in
which ministerial announcements are made through the media
prior to any notice or any meaningful debate on the floor of the
House of Commons.

This has become far too regular an occurrence that we see here
every day. Thereisliterally no meaningful debate between govern-
ment ministers and members of the House on these important
matters.

The same occurs at the committee level where most ministers
rarely appear and, if they do, they do so armed with an army of
departmental officials.

® (1215)

| am sure members will agree that this furthers the marginaliza-
tion of this House with respect to any sort of meaningful interaction
between el ected membersin opposition and ministers of the crown.
| am very concerned that this ongoing trend which is being
perpetrated by this government continues.

With respect to this particular communique, the minister an-
nounced that *“ The Council will be composed of senior officials
from the main stakeholder organizations, including the House of
Commons, the Senate, the Library of Parliament” and the other
organizations which are mentioned.

The Senate is represented quite ably by the hon. Sharon Carst-
airs. | have absolutely no objection to her participation. | am sure
she will do an excellent job representing the interests of the
senators. Yet there is no elected member on this council.

Thereis no member of the House on Commons on this body and
| would respectfully suggest that that is a breach of the privileges of
members of this House. There is not one elected official. This
should be of concern to every member of this House. A retired
table officer representing elected officers is an affront to this
House.

| do not say thisto belittle in any way the appointments that have
been made. In fact these particular individuals are very able, very
honourable and long serving members of this Chamber. However, |
would again respectfully suggest to the hon. Chair that it is not
acceptable to members of the House that we not be permitted to
have an elected official on this council. It is ssimply not acceptable
that there not be a member of this House to at least offset the
presence of a member of the other place.

This is yet another botched attempt by the minister. It reflects
again, quite accurately, the poor relations which exist between the
public service and members of this Chamber.

Mr. Speaker, | am prepared to move a motion to refer the matter
of the minister’s actions to the committee, if you find that thereisa
prima facie case, and thereis no mandate from this House and no
one has the right to represent that they may act for members of this
House without specific authority from this House. To do so, |
suggest, would be contemptible.

It is not up to the minister to determine who represents this
House. This may be an appropriate matter to take to the Board of
Internal Economy. We have had difficulties with respect to this
entire matter in the past. This ongoing trend of communiquesto the
press prior to announcements being made in this House, | suggest,
is similarly very much an affront to the dignity and the privileges
that members of this House should come to expect from the
government.

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas—Charlottenburgh,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, with the greatest of respect to the hon. member
for Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough who raises this question of
privilege and in the absence of the minister, | wonder if you might
reserve the decision until he has had an opportunity to give hisside
of the story, if that might be of interest to the Chair.

| can assure the House and particularly the member for Pictou—
Antigonish—Guysborough that no marginalization was intended
by this incident nor by any others previously.

With respect to the question of the dignity and privileges of the
House, | think the hon. member who is an officer of the House on
the government side, the hon. Minister of Public Works and
Government Services, has a record which stands well. He is well
recognized for his respect of the House and all its membership.

The Deputy Speaker: | am quite prepared to deal with the
matter immediately. The hon. member for Pictou—Antigonish—
Guysborough has raised two issues.

First, he has alleged some kind of grievance that the minister
made an announcement outside the House which, in the view of the
hon. member, ought to have been made in the House. While many
members might express some sympathy with the hon. member for
Pictou—A ntigoni sh—Guysborough on that point, | do not think it
constitutes a breach of the privileges of members of this House in
any way. Indeed it has been a common practice for many, many
years.

| can recall sitting in the gallery in the sixties, hearing members
making exactly the same complaint. While that is about 35 years
ago, | do not think there has been any change. If anything, there are
more announcements made outside the House today than there
were then.

Mr. Peter MacKay: That's wrong.

TheDeputy Speaker: The hon. member saysit iswrong and we
can shed crocodile tears about it, but | am afraid that on that point
he does not have a question of privilege.
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With respect to the second point the member raised as to the
representation of the House on this group—and | noticed he
referred to it as an advisory committee—it does not appear that it is
a group, by its name anyway, which has any power of decision in
respect of the premises of this place.

® (1220)

Once again, as the government House leader has pointed out so
ably from his seat, heis advising the minister. In the circumstances,
sinceit isan advisory committee, | do not see how the privileges of
any hon. member are impinged upon by the appointment of such an
advisory committee, no matter what its membership.

Therefore, | do not feel that the hon. member has raised a
question of privilegethat | can entertain at thistimeand | declineto
treat it as such. If he wishes to raise the matter, | know he can go to
the Procedure and House Affairs Committee and | am sure that the
patient chairman of that committee will hear him out.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

FOREIGN PUBLISHERSADVERTISING SERVICESACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-55,
an act respecting advertising services supplied by foreign periodi-
cal publishers, be read the third time and passed.

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it
is most unfortunate that this government has brought closure to this
debate. As we know, there are many members in the House who
would like to speak on this matter.

Reform is really the only party that is standing up for working
Canadians and for working Canadians who may end up losing their
jobs, because we know that Bill C-55 is about putting Canadian
jobs at risk.

Previoudly | had indicated that | would read into the record two
letters, one of which was received from the United States Senate.
However, there is no time for that, so | will read a couple of

paragraphs.

The letter was sent to Charlene Barshefsky, the U.S. trade
representative, from the United States Senate and was signed by
William Roth, Jr., the chairman, and Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, the ranking Democrat.

Government Orders

The letter reads:

The effect of the Canadian government’s action is twofold. First, if enacted, Bill
C-55 would plainly violate the letter and the spirit of the GATT 1994 and the WTO
agreement on dispute settlement. The proposed legislationwould put U.S. publishersat
adistinct commercial disadvantage—adisadvantagethat U.S. publishershad aright to
expect would be eliminated by virtue of our WTO rights and the Appellate Body's
ruling.

Second, it would undermine what many of us viewed, at the time we considered
legislation implementing the Uruguay Round agreements, to be the linchpin of the
WTO system. It would be ironic if Canada, which has been a leader in promoting a
rules-based international trading system, the creation of the WTO, and the current
dispute settlement model, were to undermine the benefits of that system for the
United States, Canada and other WTO members by blaming the Appellate Body’s
ruling in this instance.

| would like to read the last paragraph of aletter sent by Charles
Rangel, ranking Democrat, and Bill Archer, charman of the
committee on ways and means of the House of Representatives, to
our Canadian ambassador to the United States, Mr. Raymond
Chrétien.

The letter reads:

Ambassador Barshefsky and her staff have indicated that if the Government of
Canada presses for passage of this bill, the United States will retaliate by
withdrawing NAFTA trade concessions. While we hope and expect that this issue
can be resolved without resorting to such measures, we are committed to ensuring
that U.S. publishers have fair access to the Canadian market, just as Canada’s
publishers do in the U.S. market. Therefore, we strongly oppose C-55 and will
support Ambassador Barshefsky’s intention to withdraw trade benefits if the bill is
enacted.

Surely the banana case in Europe should be an eye-opener for
this government. There is a protectionist mood brewing in Wash-
ington these days which makes it difficult for the president to get
the fast tracked authority he needs for the next round of WTO
negotiations for the free trade agreement of the Americas.

The people of this country should know that the last time tariffs
were raised during a deflationary period was in the 1930s, prior to
the Great Depression. At that time the Smoot-Hawley Act raised
tariffs to over 40% on imported industrial goods, adding to already
high agricultural tariffs. One nation after another retaliated by
raising their own trade barriers. Under the impact of higher tariffs,
competitive devaluation and heavy-handed financial controls
throughout the world, the flow of international trade shrank
drastically in 1931 and 1932. We all know what happened.

® (1225)

We also learned today that the deputy ministers of Canadian
Heritage and International Trade are meeting with their counter-
parts in Washington to stave off retaliation. Why are the deputy
ministers of Finance and Industry not involved?

If the government is really serious about the proposals under
discussion it should have sent those officials as well. If the
government is serious, the involvement of the departments of
Finance and Industry are essential.
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As we know, the United States' trade representative has at her
disposal a powerful weapon for retaliation. That weapon is section
301 of the U.S. trade act. Under this section, the U.S. trade
representative can announce a detailed list of areas for trade
retaliation with a 30-day period for comment. She can do thiswhen
atrading partner presses forward with what she deems unfair trade
practice.

The last paragraph indicates that if Bill C-55 is voted on in this
House and passed this upcoming Monday, the U.S. trade represen-
tative could announce that list on March 15 and retaliation could
take effect no later than April 15, which isjust over amonth away.

The U.S. trade representative also has options under the Canada-
U.S. Free Trade Agreement, the North American Free Trade
Agreement, as well as appeal to the World Trade Organization.

Who in this government will be responsible and accountable if
trade retaliations do occur, with billions of dollars involved and
with tens of thousands of Canadians losing their jobs?

[Translation]

Ms. Caroline St-Hilaire (Longueuil, BQ): Madam Speaker, |
am pleased to speak today at third reading of Bill C-55, an act
respecting advertising services supplied by foreign periodica
publishers.

The purpose of this hill is to restrict access to Canada's
advertising market to Canadian magazines. The bill would prevent
access to the Canadian advertising market by foreign publishers.

It isimportant to point out, however, that thisis not in any way
an attempt to prohibit the sale of foreign magazines in Canada.
Through Bill C-55, the Canadian government is seeking to protect
a cultura sector, in this case, magazines.

The Tassé commission on magazines and Heritage Canada
studies have shown that the arrival of split run magazines on the
Canadian market would substantially reduce the advertising reve-
nues of Canadian magazines and thus imperil this cultural sector.

The impact on the Quebec market of allowing foreign magazines
to supply advertising services would not be as great. The behaviour
of Quebeckers in this sector is similar to their behaviour when it
comes to television, which isto show apreference for what Quebec
produces.

It is true, however, that certain major magazines in Quebec are
produced by corporations with large interests in the anglophone
sector and that francophone magazines could therefore be hurt
indirectly by any weakening of the anglophone market.

The Americans have reacted to the federal government's an-
nouncement that it intends to introduce a bill to limit the advertis-

ing market to Canadian publishers only by announcing their
intention to retaliate with $1 billion worth of measures against the
textile, steel and plastics industries, among others. This is of
considerable concern to the companies in question.

It must be remembered that total advertising sales of Canadian
magazines for 1994-95 were $521 million, of which $385 million
was for English language periodicals and $94 million for French
language periodicals.

So the Americans are greatly overestimating their potential
losses if the measure proposed today were found to beillegal by the
WTO and were maintained by Canada, or if it were to become a
cultural protection measure under NAFTA, which would entitle the
United States to impose compensatory measures if Canada decided
to maintain it after such a decision.

Since some of our industries do fear U.S. reprisals, it would be
worthwhile determining exactly what mechanisms govern the
international trading rules. This is all the more important because
there are new developments in this area daily.

At the present time, a trade dispute is going on between the
Americans and the European Union in connection with bananas.
What is pitting the one against the other involves aspects which
might cast some light for us on this periodicals issue.

The U.S. laid a complaint before the World Trade Organization
claiming that the European Union was giving its former colonies a
preferential tariff in the banana market, contrary to the WTO
agreements. The WTO decided for the U.S. in this matter, so the
European Union re-examined its measures in order to bring them
into line with the international trade rules.

® (1230)

The United States reaction to implementation of the European
measure was to impose reprisals against Europe under section 301
of the Trade Act, which allows the Americans to impose trade
sanctions on behalf of companies whose business has suffered a
negative impact from any such measure.

The European Community is appealing the very existence of this
section 301 before the WTO and, according to reports, Canada will
be taking the side of Europe before the international tribunal. It
will, therefore, be highly informative to see how the WTO inter-
prets section 301 of the American Trade Act. It will aso be
interesting to see how the WTO dispute settlement panel will rule
on the dispute over bananas between the United States and Europe.

Canada too passed a measure, Bill C-103, to protect its periodi-
cal sector, and the WTO considered it illegal. Canada complied
with the decision of the international panel by withdrawing the
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legidation. Bill C-55 is, in the opinion of government experts,
legidation that will protect this sector and comply with internation-
al trade rules.

Obviously, everything must be done to avoid trade wars that
benefit no one. The Bloc congratul ates the Minister of Canadian
Heritage's initiative in proposing this amendment, which provides
that the bill will come into force under an order in council.

This legidative provision demonstrates the good faith of the
federal government in its negotiations with its American col-
leagues, and the Bloc Quebecois strongly hopes that American
trade representatives seize the olive branch tendered.

Basically, the Bloc Quebecois supports this bill becauseit is part
of the legidative and regulatory framework necessary to protect
cultural diversity. Although the measure involvestrade, its effect is
to protect a cultural sector, that of magazines.

In its statement in support of the bill, the Association of
Canadian Broadcasters expressed very clearly its concern that, if
Canada were to lose the battle on this issue, of little financia
consequence to the Americans, the defeat would mean the begin-
ning of the end of Canadian and Quebec measures to promote
culture. It would be the first of a series of measures that would
bring the Americans to use their human and financial resources to
dismantle Canadian rules on content, on property and on direct and
indirect support by the state to the cultural sector. These rules are
deemed by the Americans to be harmful to their entertainment
industry.

Many observers believe that if Americans are targeting the
Canadian magazine sector, it is because their real objective is a
different one. Thisis very obvious. They are acting in this fashion
primarily to aleviate the concerns of their voters, who are worried
about their very unfavourable trade balance. Many Americans also
think that the United States is the loser in the free trade agreement
signed first with Canada and then with Mexico.

Moreover, let us not forget that the American entertainment
industry has never accepted the cultural exemption included in the
free trade agreement and then in NAFTA.

Considering that audiovisual exports rank second in the United
States, and that Hollywood producers are major contributors to the
election fund of the Democratic Party, it is easy to see why
American trade policy officials are condemning Canadian cultural
policies so strongly.

Americans may also be targeting the upcoming negotiations of
the World Trade Organization, which are scheduled to begin in
November, in Seattle. They want France in particular to understand
that there is no question of ancther stunt like the one it almost
pulled off during negotiation of the WTO services accord when,
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because of its insistence that there be a clause in the accord to
exclude audiovisual products, negotiations ended without culture
being included.

Furthermore, Charlene Barshevsky, the U.S. trade secretary, told
Congress in January that the United States' goal with respect to
international trade with Canada is access for American magazines
to the Canadian advertising market and to other entertainment
media or industries on the Canadian market.

The Americans want to see the entertainment sector included in
the WTO millennium accords negotiated next fall.

® (1235)
Bill C-55 allows them to get their message across to the world.

However, they aready occupy alarge part of the world's culture
and communications sector. The following is taken from the report
of the cultural industries sectoral advisory group on international
trade:

In fact, foreign competition dominates the Canadian cultura market. Foreign
businesses and products account for 45% of book sales in Canada; 81% of English
language consumer magazines on newsstands and over 63% of magazine circulation
revenue;

It goes on:

—79% of theretail salesof tapes, CDs, concerts, merchandise and sheet music; 85%
of the revenues from film distribution in Canada;

We are talking about $165 million. | continue:

—between 94% and 97% of screen time in Canadian theatres; in fact, it is here that
thesituationisworst, for Hollywood studios have alwaystreated Canadaasthoughit
were part of the American market.

Some people like the former Minister for International Trade
have claimed that, in view of amajor expansion in cultural exports
from Canada, protectionism is no longer in order and we should go
ahead and open our borders and review our cultural policies.

But, as the working group on cultural industries of the foreign
affairs department has remarked, and rightly so:

If a culture is to prosper, it needs a distribution network and an investment
infrastructure. It should also provide a stimulating environment for creators and
artists.

Robert Pilon, the vice-president for public affairs of the Associa-
tion québécoise du disque, du spectacle et de la vidéo, put it more
simply at the meeting held in Montreal a few days ago on the
Canadian cultural policy ““In any economics 101 course, you learn
that, before you can export, you have to be able to produce”.

It isthis creative capacity that needs to be protected and nurtured
in Quebec and in Canada. That does not mean we should refrain
from making major investments in the means that the cultural
industries in Quebec and Canada need to get alarger share of world
markets.
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But if we give in now to American pressures, we run the risk of
becoming more vulnerable, with the direct consequence that all
industries in Quebec and Canada, cultural or otherwise, will be
more fragile. We would be left to wonder what the next target
would be.

Where culture and communications are concerned, Quebec and
Canadahold similar views. Both states are of the opinion that every
effort must be made to ensure total freedom for their cultural
policies.

It isapity, however, that in Canadaimposing a Canadian identity
and culture takes precedence over defending the cultural interests
of Quebec and of Canada. Thus the federa government boasts
about its lead role in promoting the concept of cultural diversity in
the world, yet is unable to recognize the culture of Quebec and to
giveit pride of place beside that of Canada, both domestically and
in other countries.

Instead of the Canadian government bringing all of its human
and financial resources to bear on the importance of including a
cultural exemption clause in upcoming international trade agree-
ments, thus acknowledging Quebec, which sharesits views on this,
asavaluable dly in this battle which is far from over, it chose not
to allow it to take part in last June's meeting of ministers of culture
in Ottawa.

The following is what Lise Bissonnette, former editorial writer
for Le Devoir, had to say on July 3, 1998 about the attitude of the
Minister of Heritage:

To reduce Quebec to cultural silence while pretending, in empty resolutionsin the
House of Commons, and in the opportunistic Calgary declaration, that its‘ culture”
lends it a unique character, is to be afraid of one's own shadow—

Allocating special status to Quebec would not even have created a precedent,
because it has been acknowledged as a ** participating government” for some fifteen
years within international francophone organizations, with the agreement of Canada.

It is understandable that France would decline to be represented in Ottawa, when
Iceland was given the recognition denied to Quebec. There are limits to how
ridiculous things can be allowed to get. If the international network of states is to
take concrete form, and move beyond mere empty words, the concept of cultures
must be based on reality, not on unrealities such as these.

The credibility of the Canadian government is weakened by its irrational fear of
Quebec, and major changes in strategy are called for, if it is to have the credibility to
play alead role.

® (1240)

Instead of changing its attitude and recognizing Quebec culture
and its representative, however, the federal government has gone
still further this week along the path of ridicule, by refusing to take
part in a working session organized by Paris—

Mr. Mauril Bélanger: Madam Speaker, | rise on a point of
order.

The debate is still on Bill C-55. Is that correct?

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): | must ask the hon.
member for Longueuil to focus her remarks as much as possible on
Bill C-55, which is before the House today.

Ms. Caroline St-Hilaire: Madam Speaker, | would remind the
members opposite that | have been talking about Bill C-55 for a
while. | am providing facts to permit an understanding of the
government’s attitude.

On July 3, 1998, Michel C. Auger of the Journal de Montréal,
not known as a sovereignist, commented in these termson Ottawa's
attitude to Quebec in the meeting organized last summer by the
federal government, and | quote:

There was nothing to prevent Quebec from having the status at this conference of
participating government similar to the arrangement at the francophone community
summits.

In fact, Canada’s position would be strengthened by the presence of Quebec, if
only to show pointedly that Canada is not afraid of cultural diversity internally or
externaly.

However, as usua in Ottawa, they are incapable of seeing beyond the end of the
flag. By appearing just slightly more open, the Minister of Canadian Heritage would
have struck avigorous blow for federalism. Because, if thereis one thing at the heart
of the sovereignist project, it is the right to cultura diversity.

So when globalization questions a number of the classic arguments in favour of
sovereignty, there is one argument that takes on added importance and that is the
right to defend one's culture and one's right to difference internationally.

I would, in this same vein, like to quote Bernard Descoteaux, the
new head of the Devoir, who said this morning, and | quote:

But the presence of Quebec at meetings where cultural diversity is addressed
should be agiven. Thisis an issue that has Quebec truly concerned and rightly so. It
has some viewpoints to offer and an experience to share in what is congtitutionally a
provincia area of jurisdiction.

This speaks volumes. Quebec and Canada have reached agree-
ments on crucial issues like immigration, manpower, housing, and,
just yesterday, the justice minister recognized Quebec’s uniqueness
in the way it deals with young offenders. Why is the federa
government so intent in ignoring Quebec’s culture?

Yet, Quebec’s demands in the areas of culture and communica-
tions date further back that its demands about manpower and were
made by every Quebec government.

In 1996, Daniel Johnson stated that Quebec should make its own
decisions regarding culture. This statement was reiterated by
Jean-Jacques Bertrand three years later. In 1971, Robert Bourassa
asked for areallocation of powers in the area of culture. In 1991,
the Allaire Report released by the Quebec Liberal Party recom-
mended that culture, communications and language should be
exclusively under Quebec's jurisdiction.
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Once again, | remind my colleagues opposite that | am only
quoting from federalists.

In 1991, the Bélanger-Campeau report asked that Quebec be
given, and | quote:

—exclusive jurisdiction and responsibility over its social, economic and cultural
development and in the area of language.

By refusing to recognize Quebec’s culture, by passing it off asa
mere regional culture within the Canada mosaic, by light-heartedly
mixing the cultural policy with propaganda, the heritage minister
and the federal government are giving sovereignists a winning
condition.

By stating that only independent nations have the right to attend
international events like the one that was held in France, the Prime
Minister is providing sovereignists with another winning condi-
tion.

[English]

Mr. Derek Lee: Madam Speaker, | rise on a point of order. The
matter of relevance has been raised once aready. | am listeningto a
volley of separatist mythical propaganda as opposed to items
relevant to the debate.

® (1245)
[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): | am listening carefully
to the speech of the hon. member for Longueuil. | am sure she is
about to make a link with Bill C-55.

Ms. Caroline St-Hilaire: Madam Speaker, you will see the link
very soon. | am getting there.

The federal government wants to become a leader in the
promotion of cultural diversity intheworld. In order to establishits
own credibility, as Mrs. Bissonnette pointed out, it must officially
recognize the Quebec culture and give it the necessary means to
thrive all over the world. The fact isthat the Quebec culture already
manages to do that, in spite of all the trip ups of the federa
government.

Again, | stress the importance of continuing the fight at the
international level to promote cultura diversity. The work has not
even begun yet. The next round of international negotiationsis to
start in November.

Yet, neither in the budget nor in the government’s statements did
| hear about the urgent need to act or did | see the budgeting of any
major initiative to promote cultural diversity and to make sure that
the respect of such diversity will become a precondition in the
millennium negotiations that will begin in November.

Government Orders

I will conclude with a statement made in Parisby Agnes Maltais,
the Quebec Minister of Culture and Communications, on March
10:

In arecent book, aFrench philosopher wrotethat, inthe context of globalization, itis
intheinterest of every country to listen to the nations that have always had to live with
the profound and disturbing feeling of their own precariousness. Indeed, thereisnow a
risk of overall levelling throughout the world.

Therefore, all peoples will ultimately feel what francophones in America have
been feeling for so long. Thisiswhat led Alain Finkielkraut to use this eloquent line:
We are all Quebeckers.

[English]

Ms. Wendy Lill (Dartmouth, NDP): Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today again to address Bill C-55 at third reading.

Unlike the government, the New Democratic Party commitment
to preserving our culture in the face of American aggression is
solid. We support this bill. We support Canadian culture.

We are not happy with the reported government attempts,
including its last minute amendment, to delay the proclamation of
this bill. We are suspicious that the government will negotiate our
culture away behind closed doors, much as the Mulroney Conser-
vatives did in the free trade agreement.

We want stronger cultural protection under NAFTA, under the
FTA, under the WTO and under every trade agreement that Canada
is party to. These are not my thoughts alone.

| think it is important for us to understand the feelings of
Canadians around this bill and about their opinions relating to the
protection of cultural from Canadian foreign trade deals.

In the last week of February the standing committee on heritage
toured Canada to seek input from interested Canadians on cultural
policy and on such issues as Bill C-55. | think it isfitting for meto
include some of these comments in this presentation. Anne Manuel
from St. John's on February 22 said:

I’'m not sure if everyone is familiar with this [bill]. Basically what it is to do, if
everything works as planned, is prevent split-run magazines. Currently there are
magazines like Sports Illustrated coming out of the United States that have set sizes
for their advertising so that when they send the magazine into Canada, all they do is
approach an advertiser and say, hey, we've got a half-page ad here, let’'s dip that
Canadian ad right in there. They've aready paid for the materia to the freelance
writer. They’ve aready paid the managing editors and the editors to make sure the
article looks perfect, and the photographer to make sure the photo looks perfect.
They've aready done al of that, so al the bills are paid.

Then they approach Canadian advertisers and they say, well, let's dip that
Canadian ad in there and make Canadians think that this is a Canadian magazine”.
That's cheating, and that’s not helping culture in Canada. That’s the sort of thing that
really does need federal support desperately. We need the federal government to
jump in and say that the foreign publishers advertising services act is a good thing.
That's where | realy support it.
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Mr. Andrew Terris of Halifax is the chair of the Nova Scotia
Cultural Network. | think he said it best of many of the presenters
who expressed concern over the enormous foreign control of our
cultural industries:

Here's what we don’t control: 70% of the music on Canadian radio stations is
foreign; 60% of all English language television programming is foreign; 70% of the
Canadian book market is imported. We don’t control 83% of the news stand market
for magazines; 84% of the retail sales of sound recordings; 95% of feature films
screened in Canadian theatres;, 86% of prime time English language drama on
Canadian television; and 75% of prime time drama on French language television.

® (1250)

His final comment was that we are an occupied country.

We all know that the Americans would never accept these kinds
of numbersin their market. It is imperative that the government of
this country take a very strong stand on these issues. These have
implications in terms of funding for culture, technology, issues of
trade liberalization, globalization, demographics and the role of the
federal government. This is the central issue in terms of cultural
policy in this country.

In Halifax we heard from Mr. James Lorimer of the Formac
Publishing Company. He made some important observations re-
garding book and magazine publishing. He noted that Canadians
are constantly being pushed to the edge by American products.

In book publishing there has been this slow, sort of stealthy
retreat from a tough policy that was actually put in place by the
Conservative government when Marcel Masse was the minister of
communications. By far the biggest book publishing company in
Canadais owned by Bertelsmann. The federal government has just
allowed this to go ahead in the face of a policy that is supposed to
prevent indirect takeovers, to stand in the way of indirect take-
overs.

Mr. Lorimer continues to say that on the magazine side, we can
see what the Americans are doing with respect to Bill C-55. They
are again trying to keep that space open for themselves. They are
trying to hold back Canadian publishing in the magazine industry.

Witness after witness spoke to usin profound and moving ways
on the importance of having direct government action to protect
culture and heritage in the changing world of global deal making.

In Montreal Mr. Peter Sandmark from the Independent Cinema
and Video Alliance said:

| had one comment because | haven’t heard mentioned the multilateral agreement
on investment. Now if that were signed, these co-production treaties that require
foreign crewsto hire Canadian technicians and so on would beillegal if | understand
correctly the interpretation of it, and therefore foreign productions could come in
here and would not have to hire any Canadians and could take advantage of tax
credits because they would have to be treated like nationals, same thing.

At the same meeting Mr. Robert Pilon, vice-president for public
affairs for the Quebec Alliance for the Record, Performance and
Video Industries, said:

If Canada gives in on this [magazine issue] today, we will al suffer. If the
Americans get avictory on thisissue tomorrow they will be attacking our support for
the film sector, and the day after that they will be challenging us on books and our
Canadian content on the radio.

These are individuals, business people, artists and al are con-
cerned Canadians. Their message to me was not to negotiate behind
closed doors. They want the federal government to protect and
promote Canadian culture and heritage.

Mr. Pilon had it right, magazines are the line in the sand. We let
it slip and we will all do it at our own peril.

Bill C-55 isaglimmer of hope, just aglimmer, that the Liberals
will for once follow their words with some actions.

If they are serious about protecting culture they should proclaim
thisbill. If they want to protect our Canadian industries they should
go to the WTO table and do it there. They should go back to our
NAFTA partners and get the retaliation sections of the cultura
carve-out removed. They should work with the other countries in
favour of cultural exemptions, like the Europeans, and take on the
world.

Our artists are good at taking on the world. | hope our govern-
ment will follow the example.

® (1255)

Mr. Bill Casey (Cumberland—Colchester, PC): Madam
Speaker, it is a pleasure for me to speak to Bill C-55, the foreign
publishers advertising services act. It is important for Canada that
we protect our publishing industry especialy in light of the things
that are happening in the industry now with global communications
and especially the Internet. Pressure will be enormous on al
countries to protect their cultures especially from the United States
which is the leader in the Internet revolution.

We agree that the Canadian magazine industry needs to be
enhanced and encouraged. On the other hand, we are a trading
nation. If we restrict other countries from trading in Canada under
the terms of our trade agreements then we must expect the
retaliation which is now threatened.

Thereisafundamental differencein the way the Americanslook
at this situation and the way wein Canadalook at it. Inthe U.S. this
isjust abusiness deal. It is just part of doing business. In Canadait
is a cultural issue. Unfortunately our trade agreements are trade,
not cultural. Thereis agreat debate now in Canada on whether the
Americans can retaliate against many of our industries. | am not at
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all convinced that they cannot retaliate against us under the terms
and conditions of our trade agreements which we did sign and
should comply with. My support for this bill will depend on the
assurance of the minister that our industries will be protected. So
far 1 am not at al convinced of that situation.

In my riding we have steel plants, plastics plants, forestry
industries and textile factories, al targeted industries. A trade war
is not appealing to me or the people of my riding which is an area
of high unemployment where it is tough to generate new jobs and
create employment. Even though the government has assured us
there are protections under the terms and conditions of the agree-
ments, the delays in action by the government send a completely
different signal to me and certainly shakes my confidence.

| agree that we should have a negotiated settlement prior to the
implementation of this bill so we can avoid any of these trade wars
that have been discussed. Canada has responded to other com-
plaints from the Americans and we have had to adjust our trade
tariff codes, our postal rates, et cetera.

There is no argument about Canadian culture that it must be
protected, but if we sign trade agreements we must comply with
those terms. In this case interpretations differ depending on who we
listen to. While we must stand up for Canadian culture we must
again face the terms and conditions of our agreements. To Ameri-
cansthisisabusiness deal, to Canadiansit isacultural sovereignty
issue.

The minister stood here today and called the Americans bullies. |
take exception to that. | do not think they are bullies. | think they
are using the tools entrenched in the agreement that we agreed to at
the time we signed it. agreement.

In October 1997 the World Trade Organization said Canada was
wrong. It told us to change our excise tax and tariffs. Canada was
given until October 1998 to get our policy in line with the general
agreement on services or face retaliation. We are not always right
and in this case we were wrong.

In 1995 the government introduced the original Bill C-103 which
did not passthe test. Now we are trying it again with Bill C-55 and
there is controversy over whether it will be subjected to the same
retaliation and action by the U.S. The U.S. ambassador has
threatened a billion dollars in trade retaliation in textiles, stedl,
plastics and wood.

The assurances by the minister are not very convincing. While
she says Canada is safe in this issue, she has already announced a
delay in the implementation of the bill in her statements and her
officials are marching off to Washington to renegotiate this deal in
advance. That makes me very nervous.

The Prime Minister was quoted in the Ottawa Citizen as saying:
“We think we can justify it in front of the World Trade Organiza-
tion”. That does not instil much confidence in me. When he says

Government Orders

“we think we can justify it” | think maybe our jobs in stedl,
textiles, forestry and plastics are safe. It hits home in Cumber-
land—Colchester because all those industries are represented in
my riding and are magjor employers.

Cherubini Steel is a brand new company but is projected to
deliver 90% of its products to the United States. Will it ever get
started if this happens? Stanfield's clothing, a brand name known
all over the world, has been in business for 100 years.

® (1300)

Many mills have a tradition of shipping their wood products to
the United States. Poly Cello Plastics, Ropak Can-Am and Cana-
dian Polymer, al industries in the plastics business, would ship
many of their products to the United States. Does the Prime
Minister's statement “we think we can justify it” give them
confidence? | do not think so. | would not want my job depending
on the statement *‘we think we can justify it”. It is just not good
enough.

The Conservatives have been consistent in support of the
Canadian magazine industry. We even supported it at second
reading of this bill. But my vote will depend on the confidence in
the minister, the resulting actions in the next few days and the
results of those negotiations in the U.S.

There is another thing that does not instil a whole lot of
confidence in me. An article in today’s National Post which says
that top bureaucrats were dispatched to D.C. to avert a trade war.
We have not even passed the bill and we are trying to avert atrade
war.

Another statement by the minister of international trade is *‘We
are willing to entertain various options that both protect our
mission statement but also address the American concerns. | think
we should be doing this”. This does not instil confidencein me. It
certainly does not instil confidence in industries in the targeted
areas or their employees.

We are not playing games here. Thisis abillion dollars worth of
business. By saying we think we can justify it in front of the World
Trade Organization is just not enough.

Again, my support for this bill will ultimately depend on the
confidence and the assurances of the minister and the Prime
Minister. So far, neither of them has given me the confidence to
vote yes on this bill. | am not saying that | will vote no, but so far
there has been nothing to convince me to vote yes.

| resent the attitude of the government. The insinuation is that
anybody who questions or opposes this is not a supporter of the
Canadian magazine industry or is not a supporter of Canadian
culture. That is not true. We are talking about a bill. We are not
talking about an industry. If we vote against the hill, we are not
voting against an industry. We are not voting against Canadian
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culture. We are voting against a bill which we think was drafted
improperly and will result in retaliation.

It is obvious that the government is apprehensive about its
position on thisjust by its actions and concerns. Based on previous
rulings against Canada in the World Trade Organization, comments
by the Prime Minister that we think we can justify it are not
enough.

Regarding any actions by the minister of heritage, again Madam
Speaker, | ask you, would you want your job depending on
someone saying ‘‘we think we can justify it”?

Mr. Murray Calder (Dufferin—Peel—Wellington—Grey,
Lib.): Madam Speaker, | listened with a lot of interest to the
member across the way. He said that he wanted to hear something
that would convince him, that he is not sure.

Two weeks ago, the standing committee on agriculture went to
Washington. We met with Congress and the Senate. We discussed
with them what we perceive Canada's position is going to be with
the WTO.

The member opposite says that he wants to be convinced. | want
him to think this way. Right now with the Americans running
advertisements through split-run magazines, what they are doing is
testing the waters before we go to these trade negotiations. What
we are doing right now with Bill C-55 is showing the Americans
that Canada is not a pushover. That would be a good reason.

Mr. Bill Casey: Madam Speaker, that is a reason.

The things that make me nervous on the other hand are that the
Prime Minister did not come out and say, ““We can defend thisin
front of the World Trade Organization. We are right on this. We can
stand firm”. He said, ‘“We think we can justify it in front of the
WTO”. That does not instil confidence in me.

It does not ingtil confidence in me that today two top bureaucrats
were dispatched to Washington to avert a trade war. Two deputy
ministers, an ailmost unheard of precedent, are there now trying to
divert an action by the U.S. that has not even been started yet.

| do not know whether this has ever happened before. It certainly
does not do a thing to instil confidence in me. In my riding of
Cumberland—Col chester, we cannot afford to play games with
jobsin the steel industry, the forestry industry, the plastics industry
and the textiles industry. We cannot afford to be testing it and
saying we think we can justify it. It just is not good enough.

® (1305)

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, following on the vein of that question and the answer from
the member for Cumberland—Colchester, has he given serious
thought to the way in which the WTO is presently working? Has he

seen the way in which the Americans are operating with respect to
the banana case and the way in which they are treating the
Europeans in picking off one industry after another as a way of
advancing their trade interests in a way that does not make the
international trade system work very well?

Does he not think that in these circumstances we as Canadians
have to stand up and say this is an important cultural issue for us,
thisis an important dimension of what we are trying to do and tell
our American friends, *“ You would not put up with dumping things
in your jurisdiction”. This is a form of dumping magazines into
Canada. We are saying to them, ‘““What we are asking for here,
putting it in trade terms, is nothing more than a decent level playing
field. You talk that way al the time. You ask for a level playing
field. Giveusalevel playing field”. That iswhat we are saying, yet
they do not seem to want to do it in these trade negotiations. They
always want to have the upper hand.

| remember that George Will, one of those big correspondentsin
the United States, said that free trade is something that ranks
somewhere between Christianity and jogging, as something much
talked about and very little practised. That is the way the Ameri-
cans approach this. They do not believe in free trade when it is
coming into their markets; they believe in free trade when it is
coming into our markets or other markets.

This is a very important issue for Canada. | know the member
understands that. | would urge him to consider that we should not
be put off by the Americans in this respect. | think we will have
allies in Europe now because of the bananawar. We will have other
allies who recognize that this type of hardball tactic that is
presently being resorted to will not make the WTO work and in fact
will help destroy it.

Would the hon. member give some consideration to that?

Mr. Bill Casey: Madam Speaker, the Americans are using the
tools entrenched in the agreements that we all agreed to. If we are
wrong, we are wrong and we have been proven wrong before. | am
not saying we are wrong, but | question that we are right.

| was encouraged this morning by the Minister of Canadian
Heritage who spoke on thisissue. She acknowledged that thiswasa
cultural issue involved with a business agreement. If | remember
correctly she said that they were trying to organize a group of
countries to start dealing with cultural issues and establish cultural
agreements.

That is the problem here. We have a cultural issue in a business
agreement, in a business arrangement. We do not have a cultural
agreement. If we want a cultural agreement, we should negotiate
one. The minister acknowledged and admitted this morning that we
have not done that and we do not have one.
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With that in mind, we should remember that this is a business
agreement and we al have to live up to the terms and conditions
of the agreement.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Madam
Speaker, following up on that, | noticed that during hisintervention
the hon. member for Toronto Centre—Rosedale was trying to turn
things around by suggesting that the Americansin retaliating in the
so-called banana war against the Europeans are somehow putting
the WTO at risk. | suggest what is putting the WTO at great risk is
countries which do not adhere to rulings of the WTO, countries that
go completely contrary to the thrust of a ruling.

We as the sovereign nation of Canada enter into trade agree-
ments and a dispute arises. Then the dispute is taken to the WTO
for aruling, as it was in this particular case. The WTO ruled on it
and now we try to do an end run around the ruling.

That iswhat is happening with the case of bananas in Europe and
with the magazine issue here which is before the House again in
Bill C-55. | suggest that what is really putting the World Trade
Organization at risk is countries that do not adhere to the rulings.

Would the hon. member comment further on that?

Mr. Bill Casey: Madam Speaker, | thank the hon. member for
his question.

| would say that if we go into agreements which give us benefits,
and certainly these agreements have given us great benefits, we
sign the agreements. We agree to adhere to the terms and condi-
tions of the agreements. We cannot be sore losersif it is proven that
we have contravened the agreements. This happened in the pre-
vious ruling on this very issue.

® (1310)

| am not questioning the importance of the magazine industry in
Canadaor the importance of the cultural issue aspect of this, but we
have signed an agreement. We have agreed to the terms and
conditions. We would hold them to the terms and conditions of an
agreement and we do it every day in tribunals.

What really concerns me is the obvious apprehension on the
government side that it has developed a bill that is going to cause a
lot of retaliation. We can see it in the government’s words and
actions. When the government said it was going to delay the
implementation of the bill, when it said it was sending deputy
ministers to the U.S. to avert a trade war, this screamed to me that
we have a problem. Jobs in Cumberland—Colchester are at risk.
The government had better make sure that it isright and that we are
complying with the terms and conditions and that retaliation will
not happen.

Government Orders

Mr. Lynn Myers (Waterloo—Wellington, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, | listened with great interest to the member for Cumber-
land—Col chester. He made a number of comments with respect to
confidence and levels of confidence.

| heard the minister this morning speak very eloquently in terms
of her position and the government’s position with respect to this
bill. From my perspective and | think the perspective of many
members in this House, it underscored the fact that there is a high
degree of confidence and we can proceed in this manner in a way
that is meaningful and fitting for all Canadians. That is important
to note.

Does the hon. member agree that there are times when we need,
from a cultural perspective, to ensure that our cultural interests are
defended and ensured? Does the member also agreethat in this case
the Americans, with bullying tactics, are trying to undermine that
cultural perspective?

Mr. Bill Casey: Madam Speaker, | would hope that the govern-
ment of my country would use the tools entrenched in the
agreement to seek the best possible terms under any agreement we
signed. | take exception to the word bullying, or the attitude of
bullying. | do not agree that the Americans are bullying. | think
they are using the terms and conditions and if they cannot use them,
they will be proven wrong.

Our minister and our Prime Minister are not showing confidence
intheir own positions. Again | refer to the story this morning about
two top bureaucrats being dispatched to Washington to avert atrade
war over a bill we have not yet voted on. The minister is aready
acknowledging and admitting we are in trouble on this issue. She
has also previously announced that she will delay the implementa-
tion of the bill even if it is passed. Why would the government be
doing this? Why would the minister be delaying and running scared
if we were not in jeopardy?

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, | see there are only another two minutes or so to speak on
this matter. | am sorry | do not have the opportunity to speak for a
longer period of time.

L et me pick up on the thread of what is being discussed about the
trade war aspect of this bill. We have to bear in mind that these are
very serious issues being raised in respect of trade matters. This
government has a very proactive policy in respect of the trade
aspects of it.

Members will recall that last year the minister herself called a
meeting of culture ministers from around the world. They met here
precisely to discuss this issue, diversity in international trade and
how we can keep our cultural diversity in an interdependent world.
| think the member will agree with me that this is extremely
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important as we go into this increasingly integrated world. That is
why we have done that.

That is why we are trying to collaborate with other like-minded
states in thisarea. That iswhy the Standing Committee on Foreign
Affairs and International Trade will be having hearings across the
country to determine what the interests of Canadians are as we go
into these negotiations. The hon. member could sit in on some of
the committee discussions to hear from our cultural communities
who are telling us we need a stronger stance in international trade.

We recognize that the rules are not what we would like them to
be. We have to go into these WTO negotiations recognizing this.

| have met with members of the cultura communities in my
riding and across the country. They are saying that the Government
of Canadaisdoing theright thing with Bill C-55. We recognizeitis
necessary to protect our magazines if we are going to have
informed political discussion in this country.

® (1315)

When somebody asks me why | am in favour of Bill C-551 say |
am in favour for the same reason that | am in favour of gun control
and of a health care system.

If it were nothing but American magazines being read in this
country we would not have either of those measures to protect
Canadian citizens because we would not be able to discuss them in
the intelligent, in-depth way in which we should have the opportu-
nity. That is why we are in favour of this bill.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Pursuant to order made
Monday, March 8, 1999, it is my duty to interrupt the proceedings
and put forthwith every question necessary to dispose of the third
reading stage of the bill now before the House.

[Translation]
Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

Some hon. members. No.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): All those in favour will
please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Pursuant to Standing
Order 45, the recorded division stands deferred until Monday,
March 15, 1999 at the ordinary hour of daily adjournment.

Hon. Don Boudria: Madam Speaker, | rise on apoint of order. |
think the House would be ready to call it 1.30 p.m. so we could
commence private members hour immediately and members
could probably go home 15 minutes early.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Is that agreed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]

COMPETITIONACT

The House resumed from March 10 consideration of the motion
that Bill C-393, an act to amend the Competition Act, 1998
(negative option marketing), be read the second time and referred
to a committee.

Mr. Walt Lastewka (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Madam Speaker, | am pleased to speak to Bill
C-393, an act to amend the Competition Act.

The hon. member for Sarnia—Lambton who introduced the bill
has done Canadian consumers a great service in putting it forward.
This legidation would amend the Competition Act to restrict the
practice of negative option marketing in Canada.

We are al familiar with the irritation of opening telephone and
cable bills or other statements and seeing that we have been
charged for a service we did not ask for, we do not need and we do
not want.

When we ask about what is going on we are given theimpression
that we are at fault. We are told we should have read the notice and
should have sent in a form saying no.

That is how negative option marketing works. Negative option
marketing is a sales strategy by which consumers are required to
expressly refuse a product or service to avoid receiving and paying
for it.

To put it another way, if there is no action to refuse the service
the recipient has bought it. | am sure there are examples where
negative option marketing works well and for the benefit and
convenience of both the customer and the supplier.
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There are book and record clubs where the customer understands
and is happy to receive the monthly selection unless the reply card
is sent. The key to successful negative option arrangements is
making sure the consumer is well informed, has accurate informa-
tion and is not taken by surprise.

This points to why so many Canadians find negative option
marketing offensive. When they enter into an agreement with a
service provider for a particular package of services they do not
expect that the company would assume it can charge without their
consent. They are surprised to learn that companies think it is okay
to keep switching and adding services and raising the charges until
the customer says stop.

Negative option marketing reverses the customer-seller relation-
ship. It imposes on the customer the requirement to react to avoid
the sale. It can take advantage of those of us who with busy lives
may find ourselves less vigilant with our financia affairs.

® (1320)

An example can be made with day to day banking. Many of us
like to convenience of paying our bill by automatic debit. We do
not always take the time to go through the statements at the end of
the month. Weeks later when we do notice the charges have crept
up thereis agood chance that we will let it go. After all, itisonly a
few dollars. It is not worth the hassle. That is how negative option
marketing can take advantage of the average Canadian. Intention-
aly or not, it can also take advantage of vulnerable consumers.

The member’s initiative allows the House to debate this issue.
He should be applauded for this. As part of this debate | would like
to suggest a few improvements to Bill C-393 that the member may
wish to consider.

| first propose that the bill focus on sectors of clear and exclusive
federa jurisdiction. This would mean making negative option
marketing a reviewable matter with applications with specified
regulated industries. The bill would then be broad enough to
encompass the major players while minimizing the potential for a
perception of overlap with provincia jurisdiction.

Next, in its current form Bill C-393 contemplates making
negative action marketing a criminal offence. Members may recall
that in September of last year the House approved Bill C-20, an act
which also amended the Competition Act. One of the innovations
of that was the creation of a civil court process to alow the
Competition Bureau to deal more expeditiously with cases involv-
ing misleading advertising and deceptive marketing practices.

The government’s position is that negative option marketing
rather than being subject to criminal law and processes should be a
matter reviewable by the civil courts.

Members may recall that in the 35th parliament the same hon.
member sponsored Bill C-216, an act to amend the Broadcast Act.
That bill was amended on third reading in the Senate to respond to
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concerns of its possible effects on the viability of French language
broadcasting services. We will want to ensure that Bill C-393 is
crafted so as to anticipate and resolve these types of concerns.

Another issueis notification. The bill contains provisionsrequir-
ing companies to send their customers a notice at least once a
month for three consecutive months before they can charge for a
new service. In the current form it appears that these provisions
would require a company to complete the triple notification
process and prevent it from charging for the service for three
months, even if the customer had agreed to it and signed up for the
service right away. | think this is an issue we may wish to review.

The bill addresses severa of the consumer issues raised in the
context of a much broader review of the financial sector. As
drafted, the bill has the potentia for conflict with the existing
provisions of the Bank Act that deal with services charges and
notice requirements. We will undoubtedly address these issues
further as debate continues on this hill.

Bill C-393 is a worthwhile initiative that merits debate in the
House. It applies to certain federally regulated enterprises, notably
those subject to the Broadcast Act, the Telecommunications Act
and the Bank Act. It has the potential to touch each Canadian
consumer who subscribes to cable TV, uses a telephone or has a
bank account.

We look forward to collaborating with the hon. member on his
private member’s bill. We want to demonstrate our support to
consumers and give a positive response to the many Canadians who
find negative option marketing offensive and unreasonable.

With respect to the financial sector, the task force on the future
of the Canadian financial services sector produced a report that
made consumer issues amajor preoccupation of its 124 recommen-
dations released to the Minister of Finance in September of last
year.

® (1325)

The House of Commons finance committee and the Senate
banking committee have studied the report and also conducted
public hearings. The two committees supported many of the
consumer measures contained in the report and provided some
additional recommendations. The government is currently review-
ing the advice of these three bodies and will be setting out its
response as soon as possible.

The bill addresses several of the consumer issues raised in the
context of a much broader review of the financial sector. As
drafted, the bill has the potential of conflict with existing provi-
sions of the Bank Act dealing with service charges and notice
requirements.

Asthehill proceeds through the House and through committee at
various stages we should consider how best to resolve the conflicts
between the bill’s provisions and the existing consumer protection
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provisions contained in the Bank Act as we debate this hill in the
House to make sure we have responded to the hon. member for
bringing this bill forward.

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Madam
Speaker, | compliment the hon. member for Sarnia—Lambton for
taking the courageous step in dealing with this bill.

This is an issue that many of us in the House have had to deal
with among our constituents. Our constituents have been very mad
and angry that they have had to be subjected to this bullying by
certain companies.

| draw to the attention of the House the issue of the cable
companies and the banks that tried through the back door to force
individuals, members of the public, to purchase goods and services
they were not interested in purchasing.

As the hon. member for Sarnia—Lambton so eloquently men-
tions, the adoption of Bill C-393 will mean that if a person does not
respond it means no purchase. | repeat, if a person does not respond
to what a company is trying to sell it means no purchase, contrary
to the situation we have now where consumers are simply not
protected.

The fact that this has never been dealt with before is absolutely
tragic. Given the actions by some large companies, cable compa-
nies, telephone companies and banks in recent memory, itisall the
more important that this issue be dealt with as soon as possible and
that Bill C-393 gets expeditious passage through the House of
Commons for all the consumers who are not protected by this
consumer bullying that has potentially been taking place.

Negative option hilling means that if something is offered to a
person and they do not respond, they have bought it. Many people
do not know this. Sometimes they see their bill and all of asudden
they are paying for things they never asked for. That is the reason
negative option billing has to be outlawed. That is why our
colleague from Sarnia—Lambton has put forth this extremely
important bill that should get expeditious passage through the
House of Commons and into law as soon as possible.

| am sure the Minister of Industry will look at this bill very
carefully and give it his full support not only in the House but in
public.

Negative option billing is also known by other names such as
tied selling, automatic renewal contract, all euphemisms for the
same thing. One can argue that tied selling actually violates the
Competition Act.

Section 52 of the Competition Act says that anyone who
promotes a product or business interest through representation to
the public that is false or misleading in any material respect is
guilty of an offence punishable by fine or imprisonment.

Section 52(4) specifically states that the general impression
conveyed by a representation, not just the literal meaning, shall be
taken into account in determining whether the representation is
false or mideading.

That iswhy Bill C-393 falls within the realm of the laws we have
today. That iswhy it isareasonable law to be supported and passed
by the House expeditiously.

® (1330)

Bill C-393 also would not apply to companies across the country.
It would apply specifically to federally regulated businesses, such
as banks, cable companies and telephone companies, companies
that have been engaging in or trying to engage in negative option
billing for quite some time. | will give some examples.

In 1997 the Toronto Dominion Bank employed a negative option
technique to deprive bank customers of their privacy. The National
Bank has reportedly used a similar scheme to sell travellers' health
insurance to existing customers by debiting their accounts $9.95 a
month.

We all know the action that was taken by the cable companies.
They told their customersthat if they did not hear from them over a
certain period of time they were going to be forced to pay for
certain services. That was completely outrageous and should never
have been tolerated.

Bill C-393 addresses this important issue of the protection of
consumers across the country. Industry should not be afraid of this.
It should actually be applauding it because it would improve
competition. Without Bill C-393, negative option billing alows
companies, particularly large companies, to bully their customers.
Power is centralized in the hands of those companies. In other
words, negative option billing enables the large companies to have
greater power over their smaller counterparts. That is not competi-
tion. That is called monopolization. And in this country monopoli-
zation is outlawed.

Bill C-393 has a number of benefits. It would liberalize trade in
this country. It would provide protection for small businesses, not
unfairly. It would level the playing field between small and large
businesses. Above al else, it would protect the public from being
bullied by large companies that seek to add profits to their coffers
by virtue of trying to force their customers, through surreptitious
means, to purchase goods which they are not interested in purchas-

ing.

Again | would like to compliment the member for Sarnia—
Lambton for his leadership on thisissue. He is going to get alot of
support from this House. | am sure the Minister of Industry isgoing
to applaud this member for his leadership and work with him to
make sure this bill becomes a redlity in the very near future for
Canadians everywhere.
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[Translation]

Ms. Caroline St-Hilaire (Longueuil, BQ): Madam Speaker, |
am pleased to rise today to speak to Bill C-393, an act to amend the
Competition Act, 1998 (negative option marketing).

This bill is aimed at prohibiting negative option marketing,
which means billing consumers for products or services without
their express consent.

In fact, this bill proposes to amend the Competition Act to
prohibit such marketing practices by banks, trust companies, credit
unions as well as telecommunications and broadcasting companies.

Should this bill be adopted, anyone who commits an offence
under the act would be subject to a fine of up to a maximum of
$100,000. The director of the Competition Bureau would be
required to submit an annual report on this issue. Moreover, the
governor in council may, by regulation, exempt any service that
needs to be exempted to remain competitive, for example, French
language broadcasting services.

| want to emphasize the fact that Bill C-393 is the member for
Sarnia—Lambton’s third attempt to prohibit negative option hill-
ing by cable companies. However, Bill C-393 differs from the two
previous attempts in that it goes beyond cable companies.

| would aso like to give a brief overview of the history
surrounding the introduction of Bill C-393.

In 1994, the CRTC authorized six new English language and two
new French language broadcasting services. In 1995, cable compa-
nies in English Canada withdrew certain broadcasting services
from the basic service and created an enlarged package consisting
of the services previously included with the basic service and the
new services they were offering, which had been authorized by the
CRTC.

Consumers reacted strongly to this disruption of their package.
Their reaction was described as a revolt at the time. They did not
appreciate the changes, nor did they appreciate the fact that they
had to pay more for services they already had and that they had to
pay for new services they did not want.

® (1335)

They also did not appreciate having to make known their wish
not to subscribe to this new service, or find themselves subscribing
by default.

In 1996, the member for Sarnia—Lambton introduced Bill
C-216, the purpose of which wasto amend the Broadcasting Act so
as to prohibit negative option billing in the broadcasting sector.

I would remind members that the Bloc Quebecois was in
agreement with the bill in principle, but that we were still opposed
for the following three reasons.
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First, Bill C-216 represented interference in commercial rela-
tions between businesses and consumers, a field of provincial
jurisdiction.

Second, the bill was impossible to enforce, there being no
technology for providing television on demand. In addition, Bill
C-216 would have required the explicit consent of all subscribers
for a new channel to be broadcast, which, to al intents and
purposes, would have prevented new channels from starting up.

Third, the bill had a particularly unfortunate effect in Quebec,
where negative option billing is needed to ensure the widest
possible distribution of a broadcasting service, failing which the
service would be too expensive or would never get off the ground.

For the record, Bill C-216 died on the Order Paper when the
1997 general election was called.

When a new parliament reconvened, the hon. member for
Sarnia—Lambton tried again and introduced Bill C-288 on No-
vember 25, 1997. Its goal was similar to that of Bill C-216, and its
content was almost identical. Unfortunately for him, the bill was
not a votable item.

And now we have Bill C-393, which wasintroduced on April 23,
1998, and is before the House. It also deals with negative option
marketing. But, as | said before, it is different from the two
previous billsin that it deals with much more than cable television.

The Bloc Quebecois supports of the hon. member’s proposal in
theory. Let me remind the House that the Quebec government has
passed a law banning negative option billing in Quebec.

But the Bloc Quebecois will oppose Bill C-393 for the three
following reasons.

First of all, the bill encroaches on Quebec jurisdiction in matters
of trade and contracts. As a matter of fact, the Constitution
provides that matters of contract, local trade and consumer protec-
tion are under provincial jurisdiction.

The second reason we will vote against this bill is that the CRTC
already has the authority to ban negative option billing, if it thinks
it is in the public interest to use its authority to do so.

Finally, the Bloc Quebecois is opposed to thisbill because it will
help to reduce the authority of the CRTC and give the Competition
Bureau powers that could undermine Canadian broadcasting
policy, reduce consumer choice, increase rates and put an end to the
development of French broadcasting services throughout Quebec
and Canada.

| remind the House that consumers in Quebec made their
position about Bill C-216 known to the Senate committee.
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In fact, | firmly believe that more than ever French speaking
viewers need the protection the CRTC can give them. Members
have to understand that Bill C-393 could prohibit every other
marketing method except pay per view television and could
particularly involve such limited distribution that no new French
language service would ever get off the ground.

It could deprive us of any new French channel. But even worse,
as my hon. colleague from Mercier put it, the French language
media must be allowed to live, not just to merely survive.

For all these good reasons, we will vote against this bill. Still, |
want to commend the hon. member for Sarnia—Lambton for his
perseverance, and he can be assured that the Bloc Quebecois will
also persevere in its opposition to his bill.

[English]

Ms. Wendy Lill (Dartmouth, NDP): Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to offer my support for Bill C-393 proposed by the member
for Sarnia—Lambton. Negative option billing represents some of
the worst corporate behaviour imaginable. By saying that implied
consent should alow a company to change the general contractual
agreement between a company and an individual we are chucking
out a thousand years of common law, the part that says adeal isa
deal.

® (1340)

Negative option billing negates one of the fundamental concepts
which | have alwaysfought for asawriter and as alegislator, which
is that we should always safeguard the public’s ability to exercise
informed consent when dealing with the world.

| am proud to add that this practice has already been dealt with
by the NDP government in British Columbia which amended its
consumer legidlation to ban negative option billing in that prov-
ince.

The current bill proposes to amend not the Broadcasting Act, but
rather the Competition Act to ensure that negative option billing is
prohibited in all sectors under federal jurisdiction, not just those
regulated by the CRTC. Banning negative option billing isaway of
telling the providers of those federally regulated services that they
should never see the public as a pool of cash to be dipped into
whenever they need to boost profit margins.

Business should provide a service and if the public wants that
service and they can afford it, they can agree to buy it. If abusiness
wants to charge customers for a service it has to ask them first, ask
them nicely and make the sale by convincing them that they need it
or want it. It cannot change the rules in the middle of the game
without permission. It is just not fair.

Sadly we are dealing with this as aresult of the other place which
sent back abill just before the last election. As we know, elections
are of no concern to the other place. The fact that thistook placeis

a good example of why we need to abolish the other place. The
House of Commons said that negative option billing should be
banned. The Senate blocked our will. Canadians suffer. The cycle
has to go and | believe the other place does too.

| well remember the public outrage in the winter of 1995 when
the cable companies introduced new specialty channels and re-
structured their cable package lineups. | was offended that it was
suggested by the companies that they needed this anti-consumer
practice to support culture.

Canadian creators produce good work and people want it, so they
agree to buy it. Shame on the cable companies for trying to hide
behind artists while fleecing the public.

The CRTC alowed the practice in 1995 and this shows how out
of touch the CRTC has been.

| support regulation and protection for Canadian culture in the
broadcast and telecommunications industries by the CRTC. |
support regulation and protection for Canadian culture in broad-
casting and telecommunications, but it is evident that the CRTC
abandoned itsrole as a protector of citizens, the consumers, when it
allowed the cable companies to gouge Canadians through negative
option hilling.

This failure aso hurt the cable industry. When the new channels
were introduced in 1995 it was into a much more hostile environ-
ment than the channel originators probably deserved simply be-
cause people were so appalled at the negative option billing.

| am pleased to see the measure before us in this parliament and
pleased that the member has seen fit to include other federally
regulated industries in its scope. | agree with the hon. member that
we are also seeing the phone companies and some of the banks
testing the waters with these kinds of marketing schemes and it
needs to stop now.

We must remember that most federally regulated industries are
granted certain privileges to conduct businessin a protected way in
this country and they provide essential servicesto the economy and
the people of Canada. In return for this privilege, which often
means they are guaranteed certain levels of profit as well, they
have a higher duty to conduct their business in an ethical way. In
some cases, the cable industry for example, the profits are high.

| hope that with the change in focus to the Competition Act we
will see the Department of Industry start taking arole in protecting
consumers in Canada, not protecting corporate Canada. When | say
this | am referring to recent failures of the department and the
minister to protect cultural interests.

We have the loss of domestic control of large sections of the
publishing industry, a trend apparently encouraged by cabinet. We
have also seen unprecedented amounts of corporate concentration
in television and other media, al with the applause of Industry
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Canada. | hope the passage of this bill will encourage a change in
the overall implementation of the Competition Act so as to protect
Canadian citizens and not just Conrad Black, 1zzy Asper and
members of the Business Council on National |ssues.

® (1345)

| would like to go on record as supporting the previous concerns
expressed by the member for Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre
concerning the Competition Act. He expressed his longstanding
criticism of the act’s ability to deal with pricing in the retail gas
market.

With the changing nature of the international economy and the
simultaneous trends of increased mergers and acquisitions, but also
the growing number of small businesses, we need a much more
active competition policy in this country to ensure that the market-
place works well for consumers and for small business owners.

On Monday my leader and | attended a press conference with
members of the small business community in Nova Scotia. They
raised very grave concerns about the impact of Sobey’s assuming
control of 75% of the food wholesale market on the east coast. The
takeover of Oshawa Group by Sobey’s controlled Empire Ltd.
would mean that small family restaurants and corner stores will
become price takers from one food wholesaler. That will hurt them
and it will hurt consumers.

It is a competition issue and it is a consumer issue. | think it is
time we made a comprehensive examination of the whole area. As
the member from Regina has said, we do not have one-tenth the
amount of competition legislation they have in the United States. |
am not saying necessarily that moreis better but what we have now
obviously is not enough. And it is not working for anybody.

To return to where | started this afternoon, | just wanted to
indicate my support for the principle in the member’s hill. | hope it
receives wide support from the House once again, and is not again
stalled by the unelected Senate.

[Translation]

Mr. Denis Coderre (Bourassa, Lib.): Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to participate in today’s debate on Bill C-393, an act to
amend the Competition Act, 1998, with respect to negative option
billing.

Negative option marketing is a deplorable practice, and we
should all support the hon. member for Sarnia—Lambton in his
efforts to end this practice. In the case of broadcast services
distribution, this practice gave rise to two attempts to amend the
Broadcasting Act.

Asaresult of amendmentsin the other House, it was established
that negative option marketing should not be allowed, except to
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facilitate the achievement of the broadcasting policy objectives set
out in the Broadcasting Act. We do not find the same provisions
and safeguards in this bill.

| appreciate that the member for Sarnia—Lambton introduced
this bill amending the Competition Act in order to extend its
application to banking and telecommunication services. However,
there is arisk. Introducing in the Competition Act new regulatory
rules that would also apply to broadcasting services may result in
conflicts with the Broadcasting Act, as passed by Parliament in
1901.

The Broadcasting Act provides, and | quote “that the Canadian
broadcasting system constitutes a single system and that the
objectives of the broadcasting policy can best be achieved by
providing for the regulation and supervision of the Canadian
broadcasting system by a single independent public authority”,
namely the CRTC.

Any attempt to deal with a same matter in two different actswith
very different objectives can only lead to confusion and court
actions. The bottom line is that consumers are those who might
have to pay the price.

The Broadcasting Act provides, and | quote “The Canadian
broadcasting system should serve to safeguard, enrich and
strengthen cultural, political, social and economic fabric of Cana-
da’. Bill C-393 deals only with commercial and economic aspects
without any consideration for other cultural, political and socia

aspects.

The practice of negative option marketing is no longer used by
the cable companies. People will recall the fuss raised in the
English language market. Consumers simply will not accept this
practice, and the cable television industry, which is faced with
increasing competition from satellites and wireless systems, sim-
ply cannot use this any longer without major loss of business.

However, the bill asit stands would prohibit marketing practices
that have been used successfully to introduce a broad range of new
French language services to the French language market. Without
this flexibility, no new French language service could see the light
of day, given the small size of the market.
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This experience with the French language market demonstrates
two things. First that, when properly used, the marketing practices
required for the introduction of new services are supported by
consumers. Second, the Broadcast Act states:

English and French language broadcasting, while sharing common aspects,
operate under different conditions and may have different requirements.

Bill C-393 introduces a new regulatory power of the governor in
council in order to remove certain services from its application for
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competitive reasons. There are concerns that this new power will
not be easily reconciled with the CRTC's licensing powers.

Moreover, since the CRTC's licensing decisions can already be
appeal ed to the governor in council, the latter could find himself in
the position of having to deal with a single issue under two
different acts with very different objectives.

We must make sure we do not create a legislative dead end that
would delay or even prevent the introduction of new broadcasting
services that Canadians have a right to expect.

A casein pointistherecent CRTC decisionto grant alicenceto a
new aboriginal service called The Aborigina Peoples Television
Network. Should Bill C-393 come into effect, | am afraid it might
jeopardize the introduction of this service by all cable companiesin
the country.

The marketing of broadcasting services is an issue that must be
dealt with under the Broadcasting Act. This legislation provides all
the power and flexibility required to maintain a balance between its
objectives and consumer needs.

The hill’s previous versions only dealt with discretionary broad-
casting services. The current version no longer makes that distinc-
tion and could in fact prevent the CRTC from requiring the
distribution of broadcasting services under the terms and condi-
tions that it deems appropriate. Incidentally, this provision wasthe
one used by the CRTC to require the distribution of a new
aborigina service, The Aboriginal Peoples Television Network.

| listened to the various arguments put forth so far regarding this
bill. | agreethat we must find a deterrent to the all the practices that
were described. However, having read the bill, | come to the
conclusion that, in some cases, it does not address these concerns.
For example, | do not see how it could prevent the banks from
using the negative option or atacit reply from its clients to provide
personal information to a third party.

However, in other cases, | feel that the bill targets practices that
it was not meant to target. | am not sure that the intention was to
prevent the compulsory distribution of an aborigina service. Yet,
this could well be the end result.

[English]

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Ref.): Madam Speak-
er, | am pleased to speak to Bill C-393, an act to amend the
Competition Act with respect to the prohibition of negative option
billing.

| would like to recognize the work of the member for Sarnia—
Lambton on this issue. | know he has worked tirelessly in the
interests of consumers. | respect any member of this House who is
prepared to champion an issue despite pressures from within his or
her own caucus to be a quiet and dutiful backbencher.

This bill is designed to prohibit the practice by federally
regulated businesses such as banks, cable companies and telephone
companies of implied consent hilling. It would restore the tradi-
tional buyer-seller relationship that relies on the consumers
explicit consent before they can be billed for a product or service
and would prohibit default billing of consumers who do not
absolutely decline aproduct or service. In other words, it would put
an end to what has been called negative option billing.

It is clear that this bill has broad support among consumers
frustrated by negative option billing. In particular, there is frustra-
tion with cable providers that bill automatically for a new program
unless the consumer expressly rejects the service.

Consumer groups have cited senior citizens as examples of
people who are often unaware that they have the choice of opting
out of the new service and are consequently billed for a program
they do not want and cannot afford. This is a source of frustration
not simply because of the financial costs but because it is deemed
to be a violation of an age-old relationship between buyers and
sellers.

It is clear that consumers are looking for protection from
negative option billing. The questions are simply: How do we
provide this protection? Should it come in the form of Bill C-393,
or can this be achieved through market based reforms? | think a
balance must be struck.
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Bill C-393 had its origins as Bill C-288 which would have
amended the Broadcasting Act to restrict negative option billing by
cable companies. These companies can currently act with relative
impunity as they are federally regulated regional monopolies that
are free from the normal constraints of a competitive market. This
new version of the bill is broader and instead amends competition
laws that apply to al federally regulated industries.

The decision by the hon. member for Sarnia—Lambton to use
the Competition Act as a means by which to prohibit negative
option hilling instead of making changes to the legidation that
deals directly with the perpetrators of this practice is troubling for
me.

Competition laws can profoundly restrict economic freedom and
market efficiency. The general move toward strengthening these
laws should be approached with caution.

This bill should not be seen as a mechanism by which to restrict
attempts made by compani es wishing to expand their market share.
We must not allow our competition laws to grow steadily more
intrusive. We must act vigilantly to create competition through
deregulation of our industries in the interest of every Canadian
consumer.
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The original purpose of this draft legislation in the form of Bill
C-288 was to amend the Broadcasting Act. This dealt much more
directly with the source of the problem and would be the prefera-
ble course by which to protect consumers against negative option
billing.

Negative option billing is a practice common to federaly
regulated industries because they enjoy market protection such that
they restrict or limit the consumers ability to seek alternative
providers of a product or service. Therefore the deregulation of
federally legidated industries should be thefirst step to eliminating
negative option hilling and other practices that do not properly
Sserve consumers.

The Reform Party recognizes the important role of government
in creating an economic environment with fair and transparent
rules that protect both consumers and businesses. Bill C-393 is a
band-aid solution made necessary by policies that assume Cana
dians will watch anything if it is Canadian, but viewership dictates
something else.

Despite the CRTC's pursuing policies which in effect force
Canadians to view Canadian productions on cable, viewership for
Canadian programs remains about the same. | challenge Canadian
producers to offer programming that Canadians and people around
the world will want to view.

[Translation]

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau—M irabel, BQ):
Madam Speaker, thisisthefirst time | have risen in this House with
the name of my new riding, because the name of Mirabel, the
former international airport, was added yesterday.

Bill C-393, an act to amend the Competition Act, 1998, negative
option marketing, is intended to prohibit this practice, that is
invoicing for a good or a service the customer has not expressly
approved.

This bill proposes an amendment to the Competition Act and is
intended to prohibit this practice in the banking, trust company,
co-operative credit association, telecommunications and broad-
casting sectors. Contravention of this legislation could result in the
charge of no fine to a fine of $100,000.

The director of the competition bureau would be required to
report annually on this matter. The governor in council is autho-
rized to make regulations to exempt services that require an
exemption to remain competitive, for example, francophone broad-
casting services.

Thisis the background of this bill. C-393 is the third attempt by
the member for Sarnia—Lambton to prohibit negative option
billing in the cable sector. However, Bill C-393 differs from itstwo
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predecessors because it gathers in much more than just cable
companies.
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In 1994, the CRTC authorized six new English language broad-
casting services and only two French language ones.

In 1995, Canada’s anglophone cable companies withdrew certain
basic broadcast services and expanded the volume to include the
services previously distributed on the basic service and the new
services offered by the CRTC.

Consumersreacted vigorously to the upheaval in their schedules.
Their reaction was described as arevolt, but consumersdid not like
anyone playing with the schedule, having to pay more for services
they had had previously and having to pay for services they did not
want.

They did not take kindly to having to refuse the new service, or
receive it by default otherwise.

In 1996, the member for Sarnia—Lambton introduced Bill
C-216, which was to amend the Broadcasting Act to prohibit
negative option billing by cable companies.

Although the Bloc Quebecois agreed with the bill in principle, it
was opposed to it for the following reasons: Bill C-216 represented
interference in commercial relations between businesses and con-
sumers, afield of provincial jurisdiction; the bill wasimpossibleto
enforce, there being no technology for providing television on
demand; the member’'s bill would have required the explicit
consent of all subscribers for anew channel to be broadcast, which,
to all intents and purposes, prevented new channels from starting

up.

The bill had a particularly unfortunate effect in Quebec, where
negative option billing is needed to ensure the widest possible
distribution of a broadcasting service, failing which the service
would be too expensive or would never get off the ground.

The Senate amended the hill in order to protect the francophone
market. The bill died on the order paper when the 1997 genera
election was called.

On November 25, 1997, the member for Sarnia—Lambton very
laudably went at it again, thistime with Bill C-288. The purpose of
this bill was essentially the same as that of Bill C-216 and its
objectives were almost identical. At the time, the bill was not made
votable.

On April 23, 1998, the member for Sarnia—L ambton stubborn-
ly, and | mean this as acompliment, introduced Bill C-393, another
bill on negative option billing.

In the clause defining client, enterprise and service, the member
proposes that the hill also apply to banks, trust companies,
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co-operative associations, broadcasting undertakings, telecommu-
nications undertakings, and insurance companies. The bill saysthat
certain services may be excluded by the governor in council by
regulation.

Section 53.1(2) sets out the procedures that will have to be
followed by businesses covered under this bill to make sure that the
client isfully informed of the nature of the new service, of the date
the new service is to begin, of its cost calculated monthly and
annualy, of the fact that the new service is not mandatory, of the
fact that the client may obtain the new service by signing abusiness
reply card, and of any other matter that may be prescribed.

Paragraph (b) of this section reads as follows:

(b) the enterprise has received the express consent of the client for the purchase or
reception of the new service by the client.

Section 53.1(3) says that the prohibition does not apply where
the new service replaces another service for which the client has
already paid asimilar or higher fee, or where the new serviceisfree
of charge.

® (1405)

Subsection 53.1(4) deals with offences and punishment. Fines
range from $0 to $100,000. This section also provides that officers
and directors of a corporation are considered party to and guilty of
the offence and liable to the punishment provided for the offence.

Clause 2 gives the Attorney General of Canada the authority to
institute prosecutions. It requires the director of the Competition
Bureau to report annually concerning the number of complaints
received from the public, a description of the complaints and
proceedings undertaken under the Act. The report must betabled in
both Houses.

Clause 4 gives the governor in council the authority to make
regulations for carrying out section 53, therefore alowing the
governor in council to exempt enterprises that would otherwise
come under the act, to allow them to remain competitive.

The rest of the bill provides for consequential amendments to
harmonize the Competition Act.

| remind the House that, under the Constitution, contracts, local
trade and consumer protection are areas of provincial jurisdiction. |
must stress this fact.

Under section 93 of the Canadian Constitution, which gives the
provinces authority over matters related to property and civil law,
contracts, local trade and consumer protection issues come under
provincia jurisdiction. These powers enabled the introduction in
the civil code of Quebec of a provision on contract formulation,
attached in part.

The powers given to provinces by the Constitution Act enabled
the Government of Quebec to pass the Consumers Protection Act,
which prohibits negative option marketing.

I will conclude by recalling the position of the Bloc Quebecois.
As| said earlier, our party agrees with the hon. member in theory
and points out that the Government of Quebec introduced provi-
sions prohibiting negative option marketing within the boundaries
of Quebec.

But the Bloc Quebecois still opposes Bill C-393 as it opposed
Bill C-216 and C-288, for the following reasons: this bill intrudes
into provincia jurisdiction over trade—

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Unfortunately, | must
interrupt the hon. member, as his time is up.

[English]

Ms. Carolyn Parrish (Mississauga Centre, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, it is a pleasure to speak to Bill C-393. | congratulate the
member for Sarnia—Lambton for his dedication to the issue of
consumer rights and for his perseverance in bringing the legislation
before the House.

Parliament has made substantial changes to the way we conduct
Private Members' Business. It is fair to say that it was the passion
and commitment of backbench MPs, such as the member for
Sarnia—Lambton displayed, that inspired parliament to make
those changes.

Like many MPs, my constituents have often expressed frustra-
tion at unfair marketing practices that require them to expressly
decline new servicesin order to avoid being charged for them. Itis
also important to remember that people who pay for services they
do not want are often the ones who can least afford it, such as the
elderly, young people, recent immigrants and those still learning
English or French.

The bill regulates federa ingtitutions, but | will show how
insidious negative billing can be. For example, | have two daugh-
tersin university who are both charged full fees that include extra
health care of $250 ayear. Unless they line up at a specific time on
a specific day in a specific location and prove they have extended
health care through our family, they are automatically charged that
money. If they line up they get the money back. Since many of the
students are on student loans, federal government money is being
sucked up by the universities on negative billing. That gets me very
excited and that is why | am in favour of the legislation.

Some minority groups and business people have aso come
forward to arguein favour of negative option marketing. They offer
good reason to allow some form of limited negative option selling
to continue.
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These considerations deserve to be looked at closely, but this
debate also offers the opportunity to consider whether negative
option selling is the best method for achieving very laudable
cultural objectives. If consumers feel manipulated by negative
option practices, this can create resentment toward the cultural
product the practice is intended to benefit.

However, it is also clear that current negative option practices
are generaly unfair to consumers. As legislators we have to do a
better job of protecting those interests. Bill C-393 is a very good
step in that direction.

Negative option billing relies on the legal concept of implied
consent. By not responding the consumer is deemed to have given
his or her consent. Some might argue that consumer pressure is
enough to end negative option practices. However, as Bill C-393
recognizes, most negative option selling occurs in industries where
there is little or no competition. Indeed unfair negative option
selling is much less likely to occur in competitive markets because
of the threat of losing customers.

I would liketo see usall have apair of shoesarrive from Eaton’s,
for example, and then be billed a month later because we did not
send the shoes back and see how long that practice would last.

Bill C-393 deals specifically with federally regulated businesses
such as banks, cable and telephone companies. Those that argue
“‘let the market do itswork’ areignoring a central fact of Canadian
life. In banking, local telephone service and cable television
distribution, consumers are faced with limited choices. Companies
in these sectors do not always have to consider consumer pressure
because their customers have very few options.

Let us look at the furor in 1995, which has been recognized by
other speakers, over the negative option billing by Canadian cable
companies. This elicited more phone calls into my constituency
office than any other issue has ever affected my riding. Thousands
of consumers were outraged. Cable companies backed off at the
time. Yet only a few short years later there were reports that they
were doing it again, using negative option billing in regiona
markets.

No one on this side of the House wants the federal government to
exercise undue influence over the marketplace, but we have to ask
ourselves whether negative option billing further concentrates
market share with the dominant players.

It may be time for the legislation. Computer technology has
made it much easier for businesses such as the banks to quickly and
easily offer new services and change existing ones. Industry
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Canada's office of consumer affairs pointed out in the 1996
discussion paper that negative option marketing had the potential
to be an important tool in the financial services sector. To quote the

report:

From a negative perspective these new technologies could allow industry to profit
by slipping new charges and services past unsuspecting customers.

However, the report also pointed out:

—responsible service providers operating in competitive markets can enable
financial institutionsto offer better service more easily and with greater efficiency.

The report aso gives examples where negative option marketing
has worked reasonably well.

Bill C-393 takes these issues into consideration. It recognizes
that there may be situations where a consumer would benefit from
a negative option billing arrangement. However, for this to be the
case, consumers must be able to make informed decisions and
express consent.

Bill C-393 proposes certain steps for a negative option market-
ing practice to be legal. The bill has received the support of the
Consumers Association of Canada, the Public Interest Advocacy
Centre and the Insurance Brokers Association of Canada.

There is no doubt that these measures enjoy widespread public
support. Consumers feel vulnerable to negative option tactics.
When this method of selling is used inappropriately it catches them
off guard. They are accustomed to business relationships where no
response means no purchase.

They believe they are safe in the understanding that unless they
give their consent no one can take money from their account or add
a charge to their monthly bill. As | have said, negative option
selling is sometimes used responsibly, but in cases whereit is used
inappropriately consumers are being taken advantage of.

By not responding to a solicitation the consumer is deemed to
have given his or her consent. How can the sender be sure that their
customer received the solicitation? What if the person is away from
home? What if the solicitation simply does not make it into the
customer’s hands? If it does make it into their hands, how is the
consumer approached? |s the negative option included with other
information? |Is the offer made at the beginning of the document or
a the end? Is it clear for everyone who reads it?

These are all good questions. The debate over Bill C-393 offers
parliament and the federal government a useful opportunity to
explore them.

Since the controversy over negative option billing in the cable
industry little has been done to protect consumers from the misuse
of this marketing practice. On that occasion and on other occasions
consumers have spoken.
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They have said they do not want the responsibility of having to
thoroughly examine every document they receive in the mail, every
business trying to sell them a new product or service.

They do not want to be forced to phone in a response or mail a
reply card just to keep their own money. My daughters do not want
to have to line up in the cold to get their money back.

There are times when the practice is used appropriately for
worthwhile reasons. Let us deal with the misuse of negative option
marketing so that consumers can make informed choices.

If consumer resistance is not effective in stopping the misuse of
this practice, it is up to the members of this House to act in their
interests.

Bill C-393 offers us an opportunity. The member for Sarnia—
Lambton should be commended for bringing this issue before the
House.

Mr. Roy Cullen (Etobicoke North, Lib.): Madam Speaker, |
am pleased to speak on this important initiative on the part of the
hon. member for Sarnia—Lambton.

He is to be congratulated for bringing to the attention of the
House a marketing practice many Canadians find offensive and for
giving the House the opportunity to express our concern and
support for the rights of Canadian consumers.

Many if not most Canadians dislike aggressive marketing tac-
tics. We dislike pushy sales techniques. It makes us uncomfortable
to have to hang up the phone on a telemarketer or to slam the door
in a salesman’s face.

Aggressive sales tactics often succeed precisely because they
exploit our better nature.

[Translation]

The marketing practice dealt with in Bill C-393, negative option
marketing, may be alittle bit more subtle than the tanned salesman
who shows up at your door, but it isjust as aggressive and intrusive.

Negative option marketing means that a company will send the
consumer an offer saying that he must refuse it, otherwise it will
consider that he has accepted the offer. It will then send him a bill
or, if he are already a customer, add the extra costs to his monthly
bill.

[English]

Naturally many Canadians find this sales strategy more than a
little annoying. Therethey are sitting at home quietly minding their
own business and they are not safely out of reach of businesses
pushing products and services they do not need, do not want and
maybe cannot afford.

Why should Canadians be required to be eternaly vigilant
against unsolicited sales?

[Translation]

There are negative option billing arrangements that satisfy both
the consumer and the business, for example in certain book or
record clubs, but generally these are contractual agreements in
which the rights and obligations of both parties are clearly set out
and where the consumer has all the information and knows what to
expect.

[English]

| hope this discussion finds support and solutions from the
House.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): The time provided for
the consideration of Private Members' Business has now expired
and the order is dropped to the bottom of the order of precedence
on the order paper.

[English]

It being 2.20 p.m., the House stands adjourned until Monday
next at 11 am. pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2.17 p.m.)










APPENDIX

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS WITH THEIR
CONSTITUENCIES, PROVINCE OF CONSTITUENCY
AND POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS;
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE,

THE MINISTRY AND PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES



CHAIR OCCUPANTS

The Speaker

HON. GILBERT PARENT

The Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MR. PETER MILLIKEN

The Deputy Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MR. IAN MCcCLELLAND

The Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MRS. YOLANDE THIBEAULT

BOARD OF INTERNAL ECONOMY
HoN. GILBERT PARENT (CHAIRMAN)
Hon. DoN Boubria, PC.
HoN. ALFONSO GAGLIANO, PC.
MR. STEPHANE BERGERON
MR. BILL BLAIKIE
Ms. MARLENE CATTERALL
MR. BoB KILGER
MR. PETER MACKAY
MR. PETER MILLIKEN
MR. CHUCK STRAHL

MR. RANDY WHITE



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
First Session — Thirty-sixth Parliament

Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
ADDOtt, JiM .. Kootenay — Columbia. ... ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
AbloNCzy,Diane ....... ..o Calgary — NoseHill . ... ... Alberta.............. Ref.
Adams, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in
theHouseof COmMmMoONS ........... ... Peterborough .............. ontario ............. Lib.
AlarigHEENe. ... .. Louis-Hébert .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Alcock, Reg, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’sPrivy
Council for Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs .... WinnipegSouth............ Manitoba. ........... Lib.
Anders Rob ... CalgaryWest .............. Alberta.............. Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of FisheriesandOceans.. ........... Victoria . .................. British Columbia . . ... Lib.
Assad, Mark .. ... Gatineau .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Assadourian, SarkiS . .. ... BramptonCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Assalin,Gérard. ... ... Charlevoix ................ Quebec ............. BQ
AUQUSEINE JEAN . .. .. Etobicoke— Lakeshore.. . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Axworthy, Chris . ... . Saskatoon — Rosetown —
Biggar ................. ... Saskatchewan. . .. .. .. NDP
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs ................ Winnipeg South Centre ... ... Manitoba............ Lib.
Bachand, André . ... Richmond — Arthabaska.... Quebec ............. PC
Bachand,Claude .............. i Saint=Jean................. Quebec ............. BQ
Baley, ROy ... Souris— MooseMountain ..  Saskatchewan........ Ref.
Baker, GEOrgE S, ... Gander — GrandFalls ...... Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Bakopanos, Eleni, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justiceand
Attorney Generalof Canada. . ... Ahuntsic .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . ... LondonWest .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen ....... ... BramptonWest — Mississauga Ontario ............. Lib.
Bélair,Réginald . ............. Timmins— JamesBay .. .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian
Heritage. . .. ..o Ottawva— Vanier........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel ........... ... ... .. Berthier— Montcam ........ Quebec ............. BQ
Bellemare, EUgENE . ... ... Carleton— Gloucester ... ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn ....... ... StPaul’'s.................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Benoit, LEONE. . ... ... Lakeland .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Bergeron, Stéphane . ... Verchéres— Les—Patriotes .. Quebec ............. BQ
Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue— Mactaquac ... . .. New Brunswick ... ... PC
Bernier, YVan . ... Bonaventure— Gaspé— Tles—
de-Ja-Madeleine— Pabok .. Quebec ............. BQ
Bertrand, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National
DEfENCE . .. Pontiac— Gatineau— Labelle Quebec ............. Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio ........ ... Vaughan — King— Aurora .  Ontario ............. Lib.
Bigras,Bernard ........... .. Rosemont ................. Quebec ............. BQ
Blaikie,Bill ....... . Winnipeg— Transcona ... .. . Manitoba............ NDP
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth)  WesternArctic ............. NorthwestTerritories . Lib.
Bonin,Raymond ............. . NickelBelt ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Bonwick, Paul ....... ... .. Simcoe—Grey ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Borotsik, RICK ... Brandon— Souris.......... Manitoba............ PC
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Glengarry — Prescott—
COMIMONS . .. ettt e e e e e Russell .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Ministerof Labour . .................... Moncton — Riverview —
Dieppe......coviiiii New Brunswick ... ... Lib.
Breitkreuz, Cliff . ... Yellowhead................ Alberta.............. Ref.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Breitkreuz,Garry . ... Yorkton— Melville ........ Saskatchewan. ... .... Ref.
Brien, Pierme ... . Témiscamingue ............ Quebec ............. BQ
Brison, SCott . ...t Kings—Hants............. NovaScotia ......... PC
Brown, Bonnie, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human
ResourcesDevelopment ... Oskville................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Bryden,John ... ... ... Wentworth— Burlington ...  Ontario ............. Lib.
Bulte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale— HighPark ...... Oontario ............. Lib.
Byrne, Gerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources  mber — St. Barbe — Baie
and Minister responsiblefor the CanadianWheat Board ... . . ... .. verte ... Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Caccig,Hon.Charles . . ... e Davenport ................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Cadman, ChuckK . ... SurreyNorth............... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Calder, MUrray . ... Dufferin— Peel —
Wellington—Grey ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . ..o Scarborough Centre. . ... . ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Canuel, RENE ... .. Matapédia— Matane .. .. ... Quebec ............. BQ
Caplan, Elinor, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Health . ... . ... Thornhill .................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Cardin, SErge . ..o Sherbrooke ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Carroll, ATleen . ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford Ontario ............. Lib.
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland — Colchester ... NovaScotia ......... PC
CassOn, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ................ Alberta.............. Ref.
Catterall,Marlene ........... OttawaWest — Nepean ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Economic Development
Agency of Canadafor theRegionsof Quebec) .................. Outremont................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Chamberlain, Brenda, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .  Guelph— Wellington. ... ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ............. Richmond ................. British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Charbonneau, YVON . ... Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies Quebec ............. Lib.
Chatters,David . ... Athabasca................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ........................ Saint-Maurice ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Chrétien, Jean—GUY . ..........tiiiti i Frontenac— Mégantic . . .. .. Quebec ............. BQ
Clouthier,Hec . ... Renfrew — Nipissing—
Pembroke ................. Ontario ............. Lib.
Coderre, Denis . . ... Bourassa.................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport .................. DonValleyEast ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . e Thunder Bay — Superior
North ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. ............... HamiltonEast.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Créte, Paul . ... Kamouraska— Riviére—du—
Loup — Témiscouata— Les
Basgques................... Quebec ............. BQ
CUllen, ROY ... EtobicokeNorth............ Oontario ............. Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e Delta— South Richmond ... BritishColumbia . .... Ref.
Daphond—Guira,Madeleine................ ... . ... ... LavalCentre............... Quebec ............. BQ
Davies, Libby ....... ... VancouverEast ............ British Columbia . . ... NDP
deSavoye Pierre .. ... Portneuf . .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Debien,Maud . ....... ..t LavaEast................. Quebec ............. BQ
Degarlais,Bev . ... Churchill .................. Manitoba............ NDP
Desrochers,Odina . ... Lotbiniére ................. Quebec ............. BQ
DeVillers,Paul ........... SimcoeNorth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of National Revenue . .. ... Vancouver South — Burnaby  BritishColumbia ... .. Lib.
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for
Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............... Saint—Laurent— Cartierville.  Quebec ............. Lib.
Discepola, Nick ... Vaudreuil — Soulanges ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Dockrill,Michelle ........ ... Brasd' Or — CapeBreton ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Doyle, NOrman ........ ... St.John'sEast ............. Newfoundland .. ..... PC



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport .... Thunder Bay — Atikokan ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Drouin,Claude. . ... ..o Beauce.................... Quebec ............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ...ttt e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—de-la—

Chaudiere ................. Quebec ............. BQ
DUDE JEAN . ... Madawaska— Restigouche..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Duceppe, GIlles . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie. . . .. Quebec ............. BQ
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Science, Research and

Development)(WesternEconomicDiversification) .............. SaintBoniface ............. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
DUMas,MaUriCe . ... ..o Argenteuil — Papineau —

Mirabel ................... Quebec ............. BQ
DUNcan, JONN . ... Vancouver ISandNorth . . . .. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
EBarle, Gordon . ... HalifaxWest ............... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Easter, Wayne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand

AN . . .ottt Malpeque ................. PrinceEdward Island . Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence ............ YorkCentre ............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Elley,Reed ... ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ... ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Epp, Ken .o Elkidand ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Finestone,Hon.Sheila ............ ... i Mount Royal .............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Finlay,John . ... Oxford.................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Folco,Raymonde ........... ..o LavaWest ................ Quebec ............. Lib.
Fontana, JoB . ... London North Centre ... .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Forseth,Paul . ... NewWestminster —

Coquitlam — Burnaby ...... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
Fournier,Ghiglain ............. ... . Manicouagan .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (M ulticulturalism)(Status of

WOMEBN) .o Vancouver Centre .......... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Saint—L éonard — Saint—

SEIVICES . . ot Michel .................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Gagnon, Christiange . ....... ..ot Québec ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Gallaway, ROgEr ... .. Sarnia— Lambton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Gauthier,Miche ......... ... ... . Roberval .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Gilmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo— Alberni ........ British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Girard-Bujold,Jocelyne. . ... Jonquiére.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Godfrey, John. .. ... DonValeyWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Godin,MauriCe . ... ..o Chéteauguay ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Godin, YVON . ..o Acadie— Bathurst ......... New Brunswick . ..... NDP
Goldring, Peter .. ... EdmontonEast............. Alberta.............. Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister

responsiblefor the CanadianWheatBoard ..................... Wascana .................. Saskatchewan. . .. .. .. Lib.
GOUK, JIM . K ootenay — Boundary —

Okanagan ................. British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
Graham, Bill .. ... Toronto Centre— Roseddle . Ontario ............. Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ......................... WindsorWest.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Grewal, GUIMaNt . . ...ttt e e e SurreyCentral ............. British Columbia .. ... Ref.
Grey,Deborah . ... ... Edmonton North ........... Alberta.............. Ref.
GroSE, IVaN ... Oshawa ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Guarnieri,Albina........ ... MississaugaEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . ... Laurentides................ Quebec ............. BQ
Guimond,Michel ... ... ... ... Beauport — Montmorency —

Cote—de-Beaupré—

lle-d'Orléans .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Hanger, Art ... CalgaryNortheast .......... Alberta.............. Ref.
Harb,Mac . ... OttawaCentre.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Hardy, LOUISE. . ... Yukon .............oo... Yukon ............. NDP



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Harris,RichardM. ...... ... ... . Prince George — Bulkley

Valley .................... British Columbia . .. .. Ref.
Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihdlla .... BritishColumbia ... .. Ref.
Harvard, John . . ... Charleswood St. James —

Assiniboia................. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
Harvey, André ... ... Chicoutimi ................ Quebec ............. PC
Herron, John . .. ... Fundy —Royal ............ New Brunswick ...... PC
Hill,Grant . ... Macleod .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Hill,day ..o Prince George — PeaceRiver ~ BritishColumbia . ... . Ref.
Hilstrom,Howard ............ccci i Selkirk — Interlake . . ....... Manitoba............ Ref.
Hoeppner, JakeE. . ... ... Portage— Lisgar........... Manitoba............ Ref.
Hubbard,Charles. ..... ... Miramichi ................. New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury

Board and Minister responsiblefor Infrastructure. . .............. Trinity — Spadina.......... ontario ............. Lib.
Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand
NorthernDevelopment .............. i, Provencher ................ Manitoba. ........... Lib.

Jackson, OVid L. ... Bruce—Grey ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Jaffer, Rahim ... ... Edmonton — Strathcona .... Alberta.............. Ref.
Jennings,Marlene ........... ... . Notre-Dame-de-Grace—

Lachine................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin. ............... Alberta.............. Ref
JONES, JIM .. Markham.................. Oontario ............. PC
JOrdan, JOB ... ... Leeds— Grenville ......... Oontario ............. Lib
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy ........... ... o i Nunavut .................. Northwest Territories . Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt ...  Ontario ............. Lib.
Keddy, Gerald . ..... ... SouthShore ............... NovaScotia ......... PC
Kenney,Jason . ..........oiii Calgary Southeast .......... Alberta.............. Ref.
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Blackstrap . ................ Saskatchewan. .. ..... Ref.
KeYes, Stan . ... HamiltonWest ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Kilger,Bob . ... Stormont — Dundas —

Charlottenburgh .. .......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .. Edmonton Southeast . ... ... Alberta.............. Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ............ Elgin— Middlesex— London Ontario ............. Lib.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert .............. Saskatchewan......... Ref.
KraftSloan, Karen . ... YorkNorth ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Laliberte,Rick ... ChurchillRiver ............ Saskatchewan........ NDP
Lalonde FranCing ...t Mercier ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lastewka, Walt, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry .. ... St.Catharines .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... ... Joliette . ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond ......... ...t Verdun — Saint-Henri . ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain............oii i Chambly .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Lee, DEreK .o Scarborough — Rouge River Ontario ............. Lib.
Lefebvre REean ... .. ... Champlain ................ Quebec ............. Ind.
Leung, Sophia ...... ... Vancouver Kingsway ....... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Lill,Wendy . ... Dartmouth................. NovaScotia ......... NDP
Lincoln, Clifford . ..... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ........... Quebec ............. Lib.
Longfield,Judi . ..... ... Whitby — Ajax ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Loubier, YVan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe— Bagot ... Quebec ............. BQ
Lowther, Bric ... CalgaryCentre ............. Alberta.............. Ref.
LUNN, GaIY ..ot Saanich— GulfIdlands .. ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor General of Canada ............ Cadigan .................. PrinceEdwardIsland . Lib.
MacKay,Peter ... .. ... Pictou — Antigonish —

Guysborough .............. NovaScotia ......... PC

Mahoney, Steve . ... ..o MississaugaWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . .......... . Bramalea— Gore —

Malton— Springdale . .. .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Maloney,John . ... ... Erie—Lincoln ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Mancini, Peter ... ... .. Sydney — Victoria .. .... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .......................... OttawaSouth .............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Manning, Preston, Leader of theOpposition....................... Calgary Southwest . .. ....... Alberta.............. Ref.
Marceau,Richard . ............. ... .. Charlesbourg .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . QuébecEast ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister for International Trade............... YorkWest................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Mark, INKy ... Dauphin— SwanRiver .. ... Manitoba............ Ref.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister for International Cooperation and

Minister responsiblefor Francophonie . ........................ Sudbury ...l Oontario ............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca... BritishColumbia .. ... Ref.
Martin,Pat . ........ .. WinnipegCentre ........... Manitoba............ NDP
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard .......... Quebec ............. Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister

responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .o L Hull —Aylmer ............ Quebec ............. Lib.
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St. George's ... ... Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Mayfield, Philip ... ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... . ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole .. ... Edmonton Southwest . ... ... Alberta.............. Ref.
McCormick, Larry .. ... Hastings— Frontenac —

Lennox and Addington. . .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
McDonough, AleXa. . .. ..o Halifax.................... NovaScotia ......... NDP
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand

Agri—Food ... Egmont ................... PrinceEdward Island . Lib.
McKay,John ... ScarboroughEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of

Canada. . ... EdmontonWest ............ Alberta.............. Lib.
McNally,Grant . ... Dewdney — Alouette .. . . ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
McTeague,Dan ....... ..o Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge Ontario ............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted . ... VancouverQuadra. .. ....... British Columbia . . ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ......... ... ... . Hochelaga— Maisonneuve.. Quebec ............. BQ
Mercier,Paul ........ ... . . Terrebonne— Blainville .... Quebec ............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... South Surrey — White

Rock —Langley ........... BritishColumbia . . ... Ref.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State  gonavista— Trinity —

(Atlantic CanadaOpportunitieSAgency) ............cocoenvn.. Conception ................ Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the

Whole . ... Kingstonandtheldlands .... Ontario ............. Lib.
Mills,Bob . ..o RedDeer .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Mills, DENNIST. ...t e Broadview — Greenwood ... Ontario ............. Lib.
MIiNNa, Maria . ... Beaches— East York ....... Oontario ............. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Parks) .................... Parry Sound — Muskoka.... Ontario ............. Lib.
MOITISON, LeB . . ..o CypressHills— Grasslands..  Saskatchewan........ Ref.
MuUISE, MarK . ..o WestNova ................ NovaScotia ......... PC
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
MYers, LYNN ... Waterloo— Wellington ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Nault, RobertD. .. ... Kenora— Rainy River .. .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Bellechasse— Etchemins—

Agri—Food)(FisheriesandOceans) ...............c.ovviieann.. Montmagny — L’ Idlet ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
NUNZIata, JONN . ... York South— Weston ... . ... Oontario ............. Ind.
Nystrom, Hon. Lorne ... ... Regina— Qu'Appelle ...... Saskatchewan. .. ..... NDP
O'Brien,LawrenceD. . ... Labrador .................. Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.

O Brien,Pat ... London — Fanshawe ....... Oontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
OReilly,John ... .. Haliburton — Victoria—
Brock ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Obhrai,Deepak . ..... ... CalgaryEast ............... Alberta.............. Ref.
Pagtakhan, Rey D. ... ... i Winnipeg North— St. Paul .. Manitoba............ Lib.
Pankiw, JIM ..o Saskatoon — Humboldt . .. .. Saskatchewan. ... .... Ref.
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for I nternational
Cooperation and Minister responsiblefor Francophonie ... ... . ... Brome— Missisquoi ....... Quebec ............. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ............... ... ... L. NiagaraCentre ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works
and Government SErVICES . . . ... e vt MississaugaCentre ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Patry,Bernard . ........ ... Pierrefonds— Dollard ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver ................ Alberta.............. Ref.
PeriC, Janko . ... Cambridge ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Perron, GIllEeS—A. .. ... Riviére-des-Milleles. . .. .. QuebeC ............. BQ
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial
INSLtULIONS) . ... oo Willowdale ................ Ontario ............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment  Papineau— Saint-Denis .... Quebec ............. Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National
Revenue ........ ... HamiltonMountain ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... Drummond ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry . ... Chatham — Kent Essex ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFals............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS .. ... Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet —
Bécancour................. Quebec ............. BQ
Power,Charlie ....... ... St.John'sWest............. Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Pratt, David . ...t Nepean— Carleton .. ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Price, David . ... Compton — Stanstead .. . . .. Quebec ............. PC
Proctor, DicK . ... Paliser.................... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Proud, GEOrge . ......oi Hillsborough .............. Prince Edward Island Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...ttt SaultSte. Marie ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Redman, Karen ... KitchenerCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reed, Julian, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ..  Halton .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reynolds, John. ... West Vancouver — Sunshine
Coast ........cooiiiii BritishColumbia . . . .. Ref.
Richardson,John . ..... ... Perth— Middlesex ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops, Thompson and
HighlandValleys........... British Columbia . .. .. NDP
RItZ, GOITY Battlefords— Lloydminster .  Saskatchewan........ Ref.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration... Westmount— Ville-Marie .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . Burnaby — Douglas . ....... British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ............. Quebec ............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . ... ......................... EtobicokeCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada Brossard— LaPrairie. ... . .. Quebec ............. Lib.
SEIUHEN, GUY e Abitibi — Baie-James—
Nunavik .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Repentigny ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... Kelowna .................. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Scott, HON. Andy ... o Fredericton ................ New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
SEKOra, LOU . Port Moody — Coquitlam —
Port Coquitlam ............. BritishColumbia . . . .. Lib.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— Cochrane... Ontario ............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex . ... . Durham ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat .............. Alberta.............. Ref.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
SolomMoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — Lake

Centre .................... Saskatchewan. . .. .. .. NDP
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Haldimand — Norfolk —

Trade .. ..o Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
St.Denis, Brent . ... Algoma— Manitoulin . ... .. Ontario ............. Lib.
StHilaire,Caroline. ... Longueuil ................. Quebec ............. BQ
St=Jacques,Diane ... ... Shefford .................. Quebec ............. PC
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce ............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Minister of theEnvironment . .............. Northumberland............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

Development . ...... ... Brant ..................... ontario ............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap ... ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
Stoffer, Peter . ... Sackville— Musguodoboit

Valley — EasternShore ... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValey .............. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship

and Immigration . . ... Kitchener — Waterloo . .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the

Whole ... Saint-Lambert ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Thompson, Greg . .. ..o New Brunswick Southwest ..  New Brunswick ...... PC
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the

Environment ... Burlington................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Tremblay,Stéphan .......... ... i Lac-Saint-Jean ............ Quebec ............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ...........co i Rimouski — Mitis.......... Quebec ............. BQ
Turp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.... Quebec ............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o Lambton — Kent —

Middlesex ................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ... ..... Stoney Creek .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . .. ... .. PrinceEdward — Hastings .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Vautour, ANgela. . . ... Beauségour — Petitcodiac ... NewBrunswick ...... NDP
VElacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............... Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Venng Pierrette . ... Saint—-Bruno — Saint—Hubert  Quebec ............. BQ
Volpe, JOSEPN . . ..o Eglinton — Lawrence. . ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest . . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ....... ..o Winnipeg North Centre ... ... Manitoba............ NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ................. New Brunswick . ..... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... EsseX ... Oontario ............. Lib.
White,Randy . ... ... Langley — Abbotsford . . . . .. British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver ........... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs .. Nipissing.................. Oontario ............. Lib.
VACANCY Windsor — St.Clair ........ Oontario .............

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic
Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Nameof Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary — NoseHill .................. Ref.
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l Ref.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol Ref.
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Ref.
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton — Strathcona .............. Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... Ref.
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ref.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
Manning, Preston, Leader of the Opposition . ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay — Columbia................ Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . .................ccou.. .. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta— South Richmond ............. Ref.
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of National Revenue .................... Vancouver South— Burnaby .......... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... Ref.
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam —
Burnaby ...............al Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni .................. Ref.
GOUK, JIM Kootenay — Boundary — Okanagan ... Ref.
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... Ref.
Harris, Richard M. .. ... .. Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... Ref.
Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihalla .............. Ref.
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Hill day ..o Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... Ref.
Leung, Sophia . ... ... VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
LUNN, GaIY ..t e Saanich— Gulfldands ............... Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ..o Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. Ref.
MCNallY, Grant .. ... Dewdney — Alouette . ................ Ref.
MCEWhINney, Ted . . . ... e VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... .. South Surrey — WhiteRock — Langley  Ref.
Reynolds, JONN . . ... . West Vancouver — SunshineCoast . . . .. Ref.
RIS, NEISON .. Kamloops, Thompson and Highland
Valeys ... NDP
RoObINSON, Svend J. . ... ... Burnaby —Douglas .................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e Kelowna .................oooiiL. Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SEKOMA, LOU ..t Port Moody — Coquitlam — Port
Coquitlam ... Lib.
SHNSON, Darrel . ... Okanagan—Shuswap ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValey ........................ Ref.
White, Randy . .. ... .. Langley — Abbotsford . ............... Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

Alcock, Reg, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... Winnipeg— Transcona ............... NDP
Borotsik, RICK ... ... Brandon—Souris.................... PC
Degarlais,Bev . . ... Churchill ............................ NDP
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Science, Research and

Development)(WesternEconomicDiversification) ................ ...t SaintBoniface ............. ... ... Lib.
Harvard, JONN . . ... Charleswood St. James— Assiniboia ... Lib.
Hilstrom, Howard .. ... e Selkirk—Interlake . .................. Ref.
Hoeppner, JaKE E. .. ... Portage—Lisgar..................... Ref.
Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeVEIOPIMENT . ..o Provencher ............ ... ... ... ... Lib.
Mark, INKY .. Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... Ref.
Martin, Pat ... ... . WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Pagtakhan, Rey D. . . ... . Winnipeg North— St. Paul ............ Lib.
WasylyCiaLeiS,Judy .. ........ouii WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue— Mactaquac ................ PC
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Ministerof Labour . .............. ..o, Moncton — Riverview — Dieppe ...... Lib.
DUDE JEAN . ..o Madawaska— Restigouche............ PC
GOiN, YVON . . .o Acadie—Bathurst ................... NDP
Herron, JONN . . ... Fundy —Royal ...................... PC
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
SCOtt, HON. ANy . ..o Fredericton .......................... Lib.
ThOmMPSON, Greg . . ..ot e e New Brunswick Southwest ............ PC
VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beauséjour — Petitcodiac ............. NDP

Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
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NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
BaKer, GEOIgE S, .. it Gander — GrandFalls ................ Lib.
Byrne, Gerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resourcesand Minister
responsiblefor the CanadianWheatBoard ................... ... ......o..... Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte . . ... Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St.George’'s . .............. .. PC
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) ... v vttt e Bonavista— Trinity — Conception. ... .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. . ... i Labrador ............ ... ... ... Lib.
Power,Charlie . ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ......... .. Nunavut ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt .. ... Kings—Hants....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland— Colchester ............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... Brasd'Or — CapeBreton ............. NDP
EBarle, Gordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore ....................ott. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou — Antigonish — Guysborough .. PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney — Victoria ................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . ... Halifax...........oooiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
SOff e, PELEr . . .. Sackville— Musguodoboit
Valey —EasternShore . .............. NDP
ONTARIO (102)
Adams, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COMIMONS . .. e e e e e Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUN AN, SATKIS . . . o oot BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oo Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . ..o LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . . ... .. BramptonWest — Mississauga. . . ... .. Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Timmins— JamesBay ................ Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage ......... Ottawa— Vanier ..................... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . ... o Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan — King—Aurora ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeVEIOPIMENT . ..o Oakville............oo it Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth— Burlington ............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ... Lib.

Calder, MUITAY . . . Dufferin— Peel — Wellington— Grey .  Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Cannis, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, Elinor, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health . ..................... Thornhill ............. ... ... . ... Lib.
Carroll, AT EEN ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest — Nepean ............... Lib.
Chamberlain, Brenda, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ............... Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke .. . .. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ...t DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e e Thunder Bay — Superior North ........ Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
CULEN, ROY .. EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers,Paul ... ... SimcoeNorth ........................ Lib.
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport .................. Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ............oooviiinn... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford .........co i Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, JONN . . .. DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre— Rosedale ........... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................o i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnierni, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board and Minister

responsibleforInfrastructure .............. . Trinity — Spadina.................... Lib.
Jackson, OVId L. ... Bruce—Grey ... Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
KOS, AN . . .o HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont — Dundas— Charlottenburgh  Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary toPrimeMinister .......................... Elgin— Middlesex—London ... ...... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . . ... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Industry ................... St.Catharines ...t Lib.
LB, DErEK .. Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Longfield, Judi . . ... ... Whithy — Ajax ...................... Lib.
Mahoney, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . ... ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton —

Springdale. ... Lib.

Maloney, JONN . ... Erie—Lincoln ...................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry ................. i i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister for International Trade . .. ............ ... ... ... .. YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible

for Francophonie .. ... ... Sudbury ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and

Addington ...l Lib.

MceKay, JONN ... ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan ... ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge . .. ...... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
MINNa, Maria . ... e e Beaches— EastYork ................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Parks) . ...t Parry Sound — Muskoka.............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.

MYEIS, LYNN L Waterloo— Wellington ............... Lib.
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Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Nault, RODE D . . . .. Kenora— RainyRiver ................ Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e York South—Weston ................ Ind.
O BIHEN, Pat . ... London —Fanshawe ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Haliburton — Victoria— Brock . . ... ... Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ......... ... i NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Worksand

GOVEINMENESEIVICES ..ottt e MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ...................ol Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Ingtitutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue ............ HamiltonMountain ................... Lib.
PiCKard, JBrTY . Chatham — KentEssex ............... Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . . . ... Nepean— Carleton................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen . ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ................ Haton ........ ... ... ... il Lib.
Richardson, JONn . . ... o Perth— Middlesex ................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . . ........... .. oo EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— Cochrane ............. Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haldimand — Norfolk — Brant ........ Lib.
St DENIS, Brent . ... Algoma— Manitoulin ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . ... ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Minister of theEnvironment . ............................ Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ........... Brant ............. Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.  Kitchener— Waterloo ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of theEnvironment ............ Burlington........................... Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAI . ..ot Lambton — Kent — Middlesex ........ Lib.
Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Finance ...................... Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
VOIPE, JOSEPN . . .o Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib.
WIlTEIt, BIrYON .. OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiit. Lib.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs . ............... NIpisSINg .. ..o Lib.
VA CANCY L Windsor— St.Clair ..................

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, Wayne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans ......... Malpeque ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor Generalof Canada .. ........................ Cadigan ..., Lib.
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . . .. Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, GEOIQE . ...t Hillsborough ........................ Lib.
QUEBEC (75)

Alarie HEBNE. . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSElIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccouioo... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond — Arthabaska.............. PC
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ



Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation

Bakopanos, Eleni, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada ... Ahuntsic ............................ Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ........ . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres— Les—Patriotes ............ BQ
Bernier, YVaN . .o Bonaventure— Gaspé— lles-de-la—
Madeleine—Pabok .................. BQ
Bertrand, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence........... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, Pl e . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cardin, SErgE . .ot Sherbrooke ............ ... BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada
fortheRegionsof QUEDEC) ... ... .ot Outremont..............ccviiin... Lib.
Charbonneall, YVON . ... e Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ...t Sant-Maurice ................. .. Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . ...ttt e e Frontenac— Mégantic ................ BQ
Coderre, DENIS . ..o Bourassa .............coiiiiii Lib.
Cré&te, Paul . ... Kamouraska— Riviére-du—Loup —
Témiscouata— LesBasgues . .......... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ............. . i LavalCentre.....................oo... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . ... ... LavalEBast ..............cooiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ Saint-Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, NiCK . ... ..o Vaudreuil — Soulanges ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce.............o i Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ot e e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—-de-la—Chaudiéere. . . . .. BQ
Duceppe, GIlleS . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o ettt Argenteuil — Papineau — Mirabel .. ... BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila . ... MountRoyal ................... ... .. Lib.
Folco,Raymonde . ....... . i LavalWest ...............cooivii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain .. ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard — Saint—Michel ........ Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStiang . ... ....it i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
GOdiN, MaUFICe . ...t e Chéteauguay . ...............coooiin. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . .. e e e e Laurentides................ ... BQ
Guimond, Michel .. ... . Beauport — Montmorency — Cote—de—
Beaupré— lle-d’'Orléans.............. BQ
Harvey, ANAre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... PC
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace— Lachine .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t e e Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Laurin ReNG . . .. Joliette . ......... . BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun— Saint-Henri ................ Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
LefbVre, REEaN . ... . Champlain .......................... Ind.
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... . . QuébecEast ......................... BQ

Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........... .. ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INFrastrUCIUNE . ..o Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... ..o Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne— Blainville .............. BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food)(Fisheriesand  ggj|echasse— Etchemins—

OCEANS) ..ttt ettt Montmagny — L'Islet ................ Lib.
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for I nternational Cooperation

and Minister responsiblefor Francophonie .............. ... ... ... ... L. Brome— Missisquoi ................. Lib.
Patry, Bernard ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Parron, GIllES—A. . .. oo Riviere—des-Mille-iles................ BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau— Saint-Denis .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet— Bécancour . BQ
Price, David . ... Compton— Stanstead ................ PC
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Westmount — Ville-Marie ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor Generalof Canada ............. Brossard— LaPrairie................. Lib.
SEIUHEN, GUY .. e Abitibi — Baie-James— Nunavik. . . ... Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .......... ... PC
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE . .. ... . Rimouski — Mitis.................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Bruno — Saint—Hubert .......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Axworthy, Chris ... Saskatoon — Rosetown — Biggar ... . .. NDP
Baley, ROy ... Souris— MooseMountain ............ Ref.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . ... Wascana ............ccoiiii Lib.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ... Ref.
Konrad, DErreK . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ Ref.
Laliberte, RiCK ... ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . e CypressHills— Grasslands. ........... Ref.
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE ... . e Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... Ref.
Proctor, DICK . ... Paliser..........cooi NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords— Lloydminster ........... Ref.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — LakeCentre. . . .. NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..ot e e Wanuskewin. .............coovvnnn... Ref.

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON ..o NDP
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES

(Asof March 12th, 1999 — 1st Session, 36th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Guy St—Julien Vice-Chairmen:  John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Claude Bachand David Iftody Judi Longfield Mike Scott (16)
John Bryden Nancy Karetak—Lindell Robert Nault Myron Thompson
Ghislain Fournier Gerad Keddy Lawrence O'Brien Bryon Wilfert
Louise Hardy
Associate Members
Cliff Breitkreuz Pierre de Savoye Maurice Godin Keith Martin
René Canuel Gordon Earle Rick Laliberte Gilles Perron
Serge Cardin Reed Elley John Maloney Maurice Vellacott
Bill Casey
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chairman: John Harvard Vice-Chairmen: Murray Calder
Howard Hilstrom
Hélene Alarie Denis Coderre Larry McCormick Dick Proctor (16)
Paul Bonwick Odina Desrochers Joe McGuire Paul Steckle
Rick Borotsik Jake Hoeppner lan Murray Rose-Marie Ur
Garry Breitkreuz
Associate Members
Peter Adams Rick Casson John Maloney Greg Thompson
Leon Benoit Michelle Dockrill Lorne Nystrom Myron Thompson
Pierre Brien Allan Kerpan John Solomon
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chairman: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairmen: Inky Mark
Ted McWhinney
Mauril Bélanger John Godfrey Wendy Lill Mark Muise (16)
Paul Bonwick Joe Jordan Eric Lowther Jim Pankiw
Sarmite Bulte Raymond Lavigne DennisMills Caroline St—Hilaire

Maurice Dumas

Jim Abbott
André Bachand
Claude Bachand
Carolyn Bennett
Rick Borotsik
Cliff Breitkreuz

Pierre Brien

Serge Cardin
Denis Coderre
Antoine Dubé
Gordon Earle
Christiane Gagnon

Associate Members

Monique Guay
Albina Guarnieri
Rick Laliberte
Francine Lalonde
Peter MacKay
Pat O'Brien

Louis Plamondon
George Proud
Benoit Sauvageau
Suzanne Tremblay
Elsie Wayne
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE STUDY OF SPORT IN CANADA

Chairman: DennisMills
Denis Coderre Wendy Lill Inky Mark George Proud 9
Albina Guarnieri Peter MacK ay Pat O’Brien Suzanne Tremblay

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION
Chair: Rey Pagtakhan Vice-Chairs: Leon Benoit
Raymonde Folco
Mark Assad Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Patrick Martin Réal Ménard (16)
Jean Augustine Sophia Leung John McKay Jack Ramsay
Paul DeVillers Steve Mahoney Grant McNally Andrew Telegdi
Norman Doyle
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Serge Cardin Monique Guay Benoit Sauvageau
Bernard Bigras Libby Davies Louise Hardy Diane St-Jacques
Pierre Brien Gordon Earle Deepak Obhrai Daniel Turp
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Chairman: Charles Caccia Vice-Chairmen: Bill Gilmour
Karen Kraft Sloan
Sarkis Assadourian Yvon Charbonneau Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Rick Laliberte (16)
Gérard Asselin Paul Forseth John Herron David Pratt
Aileen Carroll Roger Gallaway Joe Jordan Paddy Torsney
Rick Casson
Associate Members

Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Louise Hardy Nelson Riis
Peter Adams Chuck Cadman Gar Knutson Benoit Sauvageau
Hélene Alarie Serge Cardin Clifford Lincoln Peter Stoffer
Leon Benoit John Duncan David Price Stéphan Tremblay

Bernard Bigras

Maurice Godin




Chairman:

Carolyn Bennett
Scott Brison
Odina Desrochers
Ken Epp

Diane Ablonczy
Rob Anders
Chris Axworthy
Rick Borotsik
Pierre Brien
Serge Cardin
Norman Doyle
Claude Drouin

Maurizio Bevilacqua

Roger Gallaway
Sophia Leung
Yvan Loubier

Antoine Dubé
Paul Forseth

Jocelyne Girard-Bujold

John Herron
Dale Johnston
Jim Jones
Jason Kenney
Stan Keyes

FINANCE

Vice-Chairs:

Gary Pillitteri
Karen Redman
Nelson Riis

Associate Members

Francine Lalonde
Peter MacKay
Richard Marceau
Alexa McDonough
John McKay

Bob Mills

Lynn Myers

Lorne Nystrom

Nick Discepola
Richard M. Harris
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Monte Solberg (16)
Paul Szabo
Tony Valeri

Gilles Perron
Pauline Picard
Charlie Power
Gerry Ritz

Yves Rocheleau
John Solomon
Stéphan Tremblay
Pierrette Venne

FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chairman: Charles Hubbard Vice-Chairmen:  John Cummins
Carmen Provenzano
Yvan Bernier Gar Knutson Bill Matthews Lou Sekora (16)
Claude Drouin Gary Lunn Lawrence O'Brien Paul Steckle
Wayne Easter Keith Martin Yves Rocheleau Peter Stoffer
Nancy Karetak—Lindell
Associate Members
GillesBernier Ghidain Fournier Denis Paradis Mike Scott
René Canuel Bill Gilmour Svend Robinson Angela Vautour
Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield
FOREIGN AFFAIRSAND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chairman: Bill Graham Vice-Chairs: Colleen Beaumier
Sarkis Assadourian Maud Debien Jerry Pickard Bob Speller (18)
Jean Augustine Sheila Finestone Julian Reed Darrel Stinson
André Bachand Bernard Patry Svend Robinson Daniel Turp
John Cannis Charlie Penson Benoit Sauvageau
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Aileen Carroall Patrick Martin Charlie Power
Bill Blaikie Raymonde Folco Ted McWhinney Nelson Riis
Paul Bonwick Gurmant Grewal Paul Mercier John Solomon
Claudette Bradshaw Monique Guay Robert Nault Diane St-Jacques
Sarmite Bulte René Laurin Lorne Nystrom Chuck Strahl
Murray Calder Richard Marceau Deepak Obhrai Stéphan Tremblay
Serge Cardin Keith Martin
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Colleen Beaumier
Jean Augustine Claudette Bradshaw Sheila Finestone Svend Robinson 9
Paul Bonwick Maud Debien Keith Martin Diane St-Jacques

SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
TRADE DISPUTES AND INVESTMENT

Chairman: Sarmite Bulte
Sarkis Assadourian Bill Blaikie Raymonde Folco Benoit Sauvageau 9
André Bachand Murray Calder Charlie Penson Bob Speller

HEALTH
Chair: Joseph Volpe Vice-Chairs: Reed Elley
Ovid Jackson
Elinor Caplan Robert Nault Karen Redman Rose-Marie Ur (16)
Gurmant Grewal Bernard Patry Caroline St—Hilaire Maurice Vellacott
Dan McTeague Pauline Picard Greg Thompson Judy Wasylycia-Leis
MariaMinna
Associate Members
Carolyn Bennett Libby Davies Christiane Gagnon Keith Martin
Bernard Bigras Pierre de Savoye John Herron Réal Ménard
Pierre Brien Michelle Dockrill Grant Hill Lynn Myers
Serge Cardin Antoine Dubé John Maloney
HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES
Chairman: Albina Guarnieri Vice-Chairs: Dale Johnston
Bryon Wilfert

Diane Ablonczy Hec Clouthier Jean Dubé John O’ Rellly (18)
Bernard Bigras Denis Coderre Christiane Gagnon Andy Scott
Bonnie Brown Paul Créte John Godfrey Maurice Vellacott
Brenda Chamberlain Libby Davies Larry McCormick

Eleni Bakopanos

Carolyn Bennett

Yvan Bernier

Pierre Brien

Serge Cardin

Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
Bev Degjarlais

Michelle Dockrill

Antoine Dubé

Maurice Dumas
Jocelyne Girard-Bujold
Yvon Godin

Deborah Grey

Ovid Jackson

Joe Jordan

Nancy Karetak—Lindell

Associate Members

Karen Kraft Sloan
Wendy Lill

Judi Longfield
Eric Lowther
Richard Marceau
Patrick Martin
Réal Ménard
MariaMinna

Mark Muise
Lorne Nystrom
Rey Pagtakhan
Yves Rocheleau
Diane St-Jacques
Stéphan Tremblay
Angela Vautour
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE STATUS OF PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES

Chair: Carolyn Bennett
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Joe Jordan Wendy Lill Mark Muise 9)
Deborah Grey Nancy Karetak—Lindell Judi Longfield Andy Scott

INDUSTRY
Chair: Susan Whelan Vice-Chairmen: Eugéne Bellemare
Rahim Jaffer
Chris Axworthy Jim Jones Walt Lastewka Jim Pankiw (16)
Sue Barnes Stan Keyes Eric Lowther Janko Perié
Antoine Dubé Francine Lalonde lan Murray Alex Shepherd
Marlene Jennings
Associate Members
Peter Adams Serge Cardin Philip Mayfield Benoit Sauvageau
Héléne Alarie Jean Dubé Réal Ménard Werner Schmidt
Pierre Brien Christiane Gagnon Nelson Riis John Solomon
Chuck Cadman Jocelyne Girard-Bujold
JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Chair: John Maloney Vice-Chairmen: Chuck Cadman
Paul DeVillers

Jim Abbott Aileen Carroll Peter MacK ay John McKay (16)
Reg Alcock lvan Grose Peter Mancini John Reynolds
Eleni Bakopanos Derek Lee Richard Marceau Jacques Saada

Michel Bellehumeur

Associate Members

Bernard Bigras Michel Guimond Réal Ménard Caroline St-Hilaire
Pierre Brien Louise Hardy Mark Muise Diane St-Jacques
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Richard M. Harris Lynn Myers Darrel Stinson
Pierre de Savoye Jay Hill Jack Ramsay Tom Wappel
Christiane Gagnon Gary Lunn Svend Robinson Randy White
Jim Gouk Keith Martin
SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE CORRECTIONS AND CONDITIONAL RELEASE ACT

Chairman: Paul DeVillers
Jm Gouk Peter MacK ay Richard Marceau Jacques Saada 9
lvan Grose Peter Mancini Lynn Myers Tom Wappel
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LIAISON
Chairman: Bill Graham Vice-Chairman:  Susan Whelan
Peter Adams Gurmant Grewal Clifford Lincoln Brent St. Denis (29)
Maurizio Bevilacqua Albina Guarnieri Gurbax Malhi Guy St-Julien
Raymond Bonin John Harvard Pat O’Brien Joe Volpe
Charles Caccia Charles Hubbard Rey Pagtakhan John Williams
Sheila Finestone
Associate Members
Stéphane Bergeron Jay Hill Chuck Strahl Randy White
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
NATIONAL DEFENCE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
Chairman: Pat O’Brien Vice-Chairmen:  Art Hanger
David Pratt
Robert Bertrand Peter Goldring Judi Longfield George Proud (16)
Hec Clouthier Jim Hart John O’ Rellly John Richardson
Gordon Earle René Laurin David Price Bob Wood
Maurice Godin
Associate Members
Rob Anders Serge Cardin Peter Mancini Daniel Turp
Leon Benoit Monique Guay Patrick Martin Pierrette Venne
Pierre Brien John Maloney Janko Perié Elsie Wayne
NATURAL RESOURCES AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
Chairman: Brent St. Denis Vice-Chairmen: Dave Chatters
Benoit Serré
Réginald Bélair Pierre de Savoye Tony lanno Carolyn Parrish (16)
Gilles Bernier John Duncan Marlene Jennings Carmen Provenzano
Gerry Byrne Yvon Godin Ghidlain Lebel Werner Schmidt
Roy Cullen
Associate Members
Jim Abbott René Canuel Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Nelson Riis
Hélene Alarie Serge Cardin Jim Jones Darrel Stinson
Chris Axworthy Jean-Guy Chrétien Gerad Keddy Angela Vautour
Cliff Breitkreuz Michelle Dockrill Gilles Perron Pierrette Venne

Pierre Brien

Ghidlain Fournier




PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Chair: Peter Adams Vice-Chairs: Marlene Catterall
Chuck Strahl
Roy Bailey Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Bob Kilger John Richardson (16)
George Baker Joe Fontana Gar Knutson John Solomon
Stéphane Bergeron André Harvey Lynn Myers Randy White

Yvon Charbonneau

Associate Members

Michel Bellehumeur Michelle Dockrill Jay Hill Bill Matthews

Bill Blaikie Norman Doyle Joe Jordan Grant McNally
Don Boudria Gurmant Grewal René Laurin Réal Ménard
Garry Breitkreuz Deborah Grey Steve Mahoney Suzanne Tremblay
Elinor Caplan Mac Harb

SUB-COMMITTEE ON MEMBERS SERVICES
Chairman:

Garry Breitkreuz Norman E. Doyle Bob Kilger John Solomon 5)
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral

SUB-COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS
Chair: Lynn Myers

William Blaikie Deborah Grey André Harvey Joe Jordan (6)
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral

SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
Chairman: Bob Kilger

Stéphane Bergeron Don Boudria André Harvey Randy White (6)
Bill Blaikie
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Chairman: John Williams Vice-Chairmen: lvan Grose
Lynn Myers
Mark Assad Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield Beth Phinney 17)
Eugéne Bellemare Mac Harb Lorne Nystrom Jerry Pickard
Serge Cardin Jason Kenney Gilles Perron Charlie Power
John Finlay Steve Mahoney
Associate Members
Peter Adams Bev Degjarlais Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Derrek Konrad
Roy Bailey Odina Desrochers Gurmant Grewal Ghidlain Lebel
Garry Breitkreuz Michelle Dockrill Michel Guimond Peter Stoffer
Scott Brison Antoine Dubé Jim Jones Pierrette Venne
Rick Casson Christiane Gagnon
SUB-COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL REPORTING

Chairman: John Williams

Serge Cardin Mac Harb Lynn Myers 4)
TRANSPORT
Chairman: Raymond Bonin Vice-Chairmen: Roy Cullen
Lee Morrison
Rob Anders John Cannis Stan Dromisky Ovid Jackson (16)
Gérard Asselin Bill Casey Claude Drouin Stan Keyes
Roy Bailey Bev Degjarlais Michel Guimond Lou Sekora
Murray Calder
Associate Members

Chris Axworthy Pierre Brien Maurice Dumas John Maloney
Yvan Bernier Serge Cardin Ghislain Fournier Yves Rocheleau
Rick Borotsik Paul Créte Rick Laliberte Elsie Wayne
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STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES
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The Right Hon. Jean Chrétien
The Hon. Herb Gray

The Hon. Lloyd Axworthy
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TheHon. Lucienne Robillard
TheHon. Fred Mifflin

TheHon. Jane Stewart
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Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada
OpportunitiesAgency)

Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Devel opment
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L eader of the Government in the House of Commons

L eader of the Government in the Senate

Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

Minister of National Revenue

Minister of Labour
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Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions)

Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) (Western
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Secretary of State (Parks)
Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food)(Fisheriesand Oceans)
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