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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, March 19, 1999

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers
GOVERNMENT ORDERS
® (1005)
[English]
BANK ACT

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.) moved that Bill
C-67, an act to amend the Bank Act, the Winding-up and Restruc-
turing Act and other acts relating to financia ingtitutions and to
make consequential amendments to other acts, be read the second
time and referred to a committee.

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased torisein
the House today to speak to Bill C-67 at second reading stage, |
hope with the support of this House that this bill will go to
committee.

We are moving forward on second reading today to allow foreign
banks to establish certain types of commercially focused branches
in Canada. Establishing this branching regime will undoubtedly
enhance competition for banking services within the Canadian
market. This will help to provide a wider and better range of
financial services for al Canadians.

The essence of Bill C-67 is that it will remove unnecessary
regulatory barriers by allowing foreign branches to offer specified
services in Canada through branches rather than requiring them, as
at present, to set up a separate subsidiary in Canada with all of the
regulatory implications and capital implications that that involves.

The major benefit that we will be giving to the foreign banks
coming to Canada is that they will be able to draw on the capital
base of their parent. They will be able to draw on their global
capital in order to back up their Canadian lending operations.

They will be spared aswell the expense of having herein Canada
a separate board of directors and the different committees that are
required by our regulators to ensure that they are compliant.

This will give to foreign banks greater flexibility in how they
structure their Canadian operations. We believe this to be a useful
step to help stem what has been over the years a withdrawal of
foreign banks from Canada.

Yes, there has been areduction in the number of foreign banksin
Canada since we allowed them to comein herein asubsidiary form
in 1980.

[Translation]

The cost-effectiveness of foreign banks operating in Canada is
noticeably lower than that of the Canadian banks. The reason given
most often for this difference is the cost structure relating to the
activities of foreign subsidiaries.

® (1010)

But it must also be acknowledged that our Canadian banks are
truly competitive worldwide, and this may well be the real reason.

A considerable number of foreign banks have cut back on
Canadian activities, or pulled out of Canada atogether. Between
1990 and 1998, the number of foreign banks with subsidiaries in
Canada dropped from 57 to 45.

[English]

| do not believe that this is something we should ignore. Any
unwarranted damper on the ability of foreign banks to maintain a
presence in Canada runs counter to our efforts as a government to
encourage competition in the market for financial services. We
want and need this competition in order to ensure maximum choice
and value for consumers of financial services in Canada

We believe that maintaining the status quo would likely rule out
the prospect of more new foreign banks establishing operations in
Canada. Simply put, they have plenty of opportunities throughout
the world to expand their efforts and their operations. Their
investment choices and decisions will be made on the basis of
where they can get the best return on their capital. Removing some
of these impediments will enhance the capacity of these foreign
banks to develop higher returns because of the lighter regulatory
burdens.
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| would also point out that not only throughout the G-7 but
throughout the entire banking world, there are only two countries
today, and unfortunately Canadais one of them, that do not permit
this type of foreign bank branching in the host country.

[Translation]

In order to remedy this, in February 1997 the government
announced its intention to allow foreign banks to open branchesin
Canada. The following September, it published a consultation
paper on the foreign bank access policy, followed by extensive
consultations with all interested parties, as well as an examination
of the regimes other countries had put in place in connection with
foreign banks.

The regime set out in Bill C-67 is the outcome of these
consultations. The key parameters of the proposed framework are
similar to those of our main trading partners. The proposed regime
will enable foreign banks to set up subsidiaries in Canada which
would focus mainly on commercia banking activities and lending
operations of a more general nature.

[English]

The regime would offer two options to foreign banks wishing to
establish branches in Canada. They could establish either a full
service branch or a lending branch.

Let me begin by explaining that neither type of branch would be
permitted to take retail deposits. That would mean they would be
limited to deposits of $150,000 or more. There is very good reason
for this. If foreign bank branches were alowed to take retail
deposits, then we could not offer them as attractive a regulatory
regime. We would have to impose the full measure of regulationsin
order to protect those depositors.

In any event, foreign banks already have the option in Canadato
take retail deposits by setting up a fully regulated subsidiary. This
option remains open to them. Let us recognize right from the start
that most foreign banks will not set up retail operations. They have
indicated that their interest is in expansion in the commercia
wholesale banking market.

® (1015)

Accordingly, these foreign banks would not be permitted to take
retail deposits and since there would be no Canadian retail deposi-
tors funds at risk they would naturally face this lighter regime of
regulations.

Looking at the two types of branches that we are allowing,
lending branches and full service branches, it is only the full
service branches that will be permitted to take deposits of greater
than $150,000. The lending branches will not be permitted to take
deposits, large or small.

As well, the lending branches would be restricted to borrowing
only from other financial institutions. As the name implies, the

lending branches, the most lightly regulated of these branches,
would be in the business of providing loans to Canadians.

[Translation]

The availability of two options for branches will make the
regulatory framework more flexible. Regulatory requirements may
be adapted to the nature of the activities of foreign banks in
Canada.

Since lending branches will not be able to accept any deposits,
they will be subject to fewer regulatory requirements than the full
service branches.

Foreign banks choosing to operate lending branches will not be
able to operate either a deposit branch or a full service branch.
However, they will be able to operate other types of financia
institutions that do not take deposits, such as insurance companies
or other financial services. Foreign banks choosing to operate full
service branches will also be able to operate deposit taking
branches.

These options should be attractive to foreign banks already
operating in Canada and those perhaps contemplating setting up
here. | have had indications from a number of foreign banks that,
with the new Canadian system, they will consider setting up
business here.

The manoeuvring room associated with these options and the
more flexible regulatory requirements adapted to each category of
activity should reduce the costs to foreign banks of operating in
Canada.

[English]

What does this mean for Canadian consumers of financial
services? Since the foreign bank branches would be prohibited
from taking retail deposits they would not be competing with fully
regulated foreign bank branches or domestic banks in the retail
deposit market.

However, we believe that they can make a positive contribution
to the Canadian market in terms of lending to small and medium
size businesses, corporations and some areas of consumer lending
such as, for example, credit cards.

We believe in addition that the domestic banks stand to gain
from liberalization. More often access to the Canadian market
helps to promote fair and open treatment of our Canadian banks
abroad and from 1980 when we allowed foreign banksto comeinto
Canada this of course was aways the main—

Mr. Nelson Riis: Mr. Speaker, | have to rise on a point of order
to ask my hon. friend a question. He just said that this new
legidlation will provide many opportunities in the retail banking
sector, particularly for small business. How can he say that with a
straight face?
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The Deputy Speaker: | am afraid the hon. member for Kam-
loops, Thompson and Highland Valleys knows that is not a point of
order.

Hon. Jim Peterson: Mr. Speaker, we have seen how foreign
competition such as the Wells Fargo operations directed at small
business have actually sparked some lending in Canada to small
businesses which is not based on balance sheets.

® (1020)

We have seen how foreign operations through el ectronic banking
here in Canada have encouraged Canadian banks to get into all of
these areas. We have received indications from a number of these
foreign banks that the areas they will concentrate on are certainly
commercial; big companies of course, but also hopefully the
smaller businesses that may not have options under existing
regimes.

Let me talk about the conditions for entry. | emphasize that the
government will maintain control over which banks will be al-
lowed to enter our market. Let me highlight some of the standards
they will be required to meet.

A foreign bank must obtain the approval of both the Minister of
Finance and the Superintendent of Financia Institutions. As a
condition of establishing abranch in Canada, the foreign bank must
be regulated in its home country in a manner satisfactory to the
superintendent. Furthermore, we will be looking to see whether it
has sufficient size, experience and financial health to support its
branch operations in Canada because, above al else, we do not
want to see banks in Canada going under, even if they are not
taking retail deposits.

More specifically, aforeign bank wishing to branch into Canada
must generally have a proven track record in international banking,
must have demonstrated a favourable financial performance over
the last five years and must be widely held. These are the
guidelineswhich are in place. In addition, foreign bankswishing to
set up afull service branch must have a minimum of $5 billion in
worldwide assets.

Safety and soundness in the financial sector is our top priority.
Let me explain how these banks would be regulated. First, they
would be required to maintain a minimum deposit with an ap-
proved financia ingtitution in Canada. For full service branchesthe
deposit would be the greater of 5% of the bank’s liabilities or $10
million. Since lending branches would have no depositors but
would only be permitted to borrow from other financia institu-
tions, they would be required to maintain alower minimum deposit
of only $100,000.

The only way to establish a foreign bank in Canada is by
establishing a subsidiary, not a branch, and presently the minimum
deposit is $10 million. The bank’s parent is naturally incorporated
in another jurisdiction and its primary supervisor would be the
authorities in its home jurisdiction. However, its business in
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Canadawould be supervised by the superintendent. OSFI would be
given adequate regulatory powers to carry out this role, including
the ability to order that a branch maintain specific additional access
with an approved Canadian financia institution if this were
deemed necessary to protect depositors and creditors of the branch.

In the case of insolvency, OSFI could take control of the assets
of the foreign bank which are in Canada. If the proceeds from any
liquidation that might occur were not sufficient, the depositors and
creditors could seek recourse from the liquidator of the foreign
bank in its home jurisdiction. While foreign bank branches would
be exempted from many regulations, | emphasize that they would
be subject to all of therulesthat we havein place for the protection
of consumers, such as regulations on disclosing the cost of
borrowing, interest and other charges.

I will touch briefly on four technical changes contained in the
bill. Firgt, if the foreign bank is a member of the World Trade
Organization, then it would no longer have to seek our approval to
establish individual branches in various different locations in
Canada. In other words, we would remove one regulatory impedi-
ment to their further expansion.

Second, there are proposals to eliminate the reciprocity provi-
sions in the financial ingtitutions statutes to reflect the most
favoured nation principle of the WTO. Under this principle, parties
to the agreement must not discriminate among financia institu-
tions from different countries and must grant most favoured nation
treatment. This means that Canadian firms can expect to receive
the same treatment in other jurisdictions as those host countries
offer to any other foreign institution coming to them.

® (1025)

A third amendment will be that OSFI can accept delegated
legidlation or regulatory responsibility from the provinces in
Canada. We are trying to harmonize alot of the regulatory laws and
rules governing financia institutions in Canada and thisis a major
thrust in that direction.

There arefederal rules and there are provincial rules. This causes
unnecessary red tape. We will continue to try to eliminate this
overlap and duplication, this totally unnecessary burden, by offer-
ing to take over the regulatory functions of provincial regulators so
that we have one regime.

We are working to encourage the provinces, where they do not
want to give up regulatory control by delegating it to the federal
government, to at least harmonize provincial laws among the 10
provinces and territories and with the federal government so that at
least people can understand that there is only one regime they need
comply with.

Last, an amendment to the law would provide authority to OSFI
to make regulations restricting the disclosure of supervisory infor-
mation by financial institutions.
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We are attempting to enhance the competition in our financial
services sector. Thisisin accord with what the MacKay task force
recommended, with what the Senate committee recommended,
with what the House committee recommended and with what the
committee chaired by the hon. member for Trinity—Spadina
recommended. We are proceeding with this and we look forward
to this law being passed.

Let me conclude by saying something about the entire banking
structure in Canada. Our domestic banks are in favour of this
legidation. It will subject them in certain areas of businessto even
greater competition from abroad. That is a sign of the confidence
which they have in their own future.

| want to put on record very clearly that | could not be prouder
than to be the secretary of state dealing with Canada’s financial
institutions. By al objective criteria, Canada’s financial institu-
tions are among the finest in the world in terms of the service they
offer their customers and in terms of what they have contributed as
an industry to our country.

Our banks, for example, employ directly over 200,000 Cana-
dians. That does not include the thousands upon thousands of other
jobs which they generate, such as those found in marketing,
accounting and in other areas. They are the most highly taxed
industry in Canada. Forty per cent of the their income comes from
abroad. They have penetrated foreign markets throughout this
world.

In spite of the fact that 40% of their income comes from abroad,
fully 85% of the global taxes they pay are paid right here in their
home jurisdiction, Canada. Ninety per cent of their global jobs are
in Canada.

| would defy members of this House, if they wanted to set up a
new industrial strategy for Canada, to find an industry which is
contributing more in terms of exports, taxes and jobs than our
banking sector.

Maybe it is in fashion to criticize our institutions. | am not
saying that they are perfect any more than | am perfect. However,
this does not mean that we will renounce our obligation to continue
to work with al groups in Canada to make sure that our banks
provide not only world class service, but that they are world class

players.

Let us look objectively at what the banks have achieved in
Canada and around the world. Let us give them the credit that is
their due.

® (1030)

| look forward to the comments of members, to the bill going to
committee and to its eventual passage into law.

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to be speaking to Bill C-67
which amends the Bank Act to permit eligible foreign banks to

establish branches in Canada. The bill also amends the Winding-up
and Restructuring Act and a number of acts relating to financial
institutions, and makes consequential amendments to other acts. In
plain English, Bill C-67 would alow foreign banks to open
branches in Canada but under strict regulation.

The bill was required as part of the commitment Canada made to
the World Trade Organization. We are happy to support the efforts
of the government.

I will be splitting my time with the member for Esquimalt—Juan
de Fuca. You will find unanimous consent for me to do so, Mr.
Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: Does the House give its unanimous
consent so that the hon. member may split her time?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Ms. Val Meredith: Mr. Speaker, we will not be seeing foreign
banks on every street corner aswe do our Canadian banks. The new
full service foreign banks are restricted to taking deposits of
$150,000 and up, so that will eliminate the everyday person who
does not have that kind of deposit to make. Basically that is out of
reach for the vast majority of Canadians. They would cater to those
individuals who receive the largesse of the government.

New lending banks will not be permitted to accept deposits or
borrow except from other financial institutions. It is hoped that
these foreign banks will serve as sources of funds for both small
business and credit card users.

Both the full service and lending brancheswill be allowed access
to Canada’s clearing and settlement system with the approval of the
Bank of Canada. An analysis of the bill would show that there will
be more choice, but for the most part choiceislimited to businesses
and wealthy Canadians.

The reality isthat few foreign banks have any interest in coming
to Canada to set up expensive brick and mortar branches on the
main streets of our communities. In today’s world of e-commerce
banks want to compete electronically. However the average retail-
ing banking customer will benefit from the trickle down effect.

More bankswill be fighting for business customers which means
that more money will be available for customers. If the banks lose
some of their small and medium size customers they will be more
competitive going after the average private consumer.

Most other countries in the world allow direct foreign banking.
The Liberal government has been promising the same for Canada
since February 1997. It has taken two years to introduce the
legidation. We are pleased to see it is finally here today.

As mentioned the World Trade Organization has been the
impetus for these measures as there is a June 1999 deadline to
comply with the agreement.
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Some of the most ardent protectionists believe that we must
protect Canadian banks. They believe that Canadian businesses
cannot compete without protection. This attitude has been one of
the factors in the drop in Canada’s productivity over the last 20
years. In today’s global economy it is crucial for all sectors of
the Canadian economy to compete internationally. That includes
facing foreign competition at home.

It was less than 20 years ago that foreign banks were allowed to
have any access at all to the Canadian market. However these banks
have had to set up separate Canadian subsidiaries that were not
connected to their parent banks in terms of capital, governance and
accounting.

There has not been a steady growth in foreign banking activity in
Canada. In 1987 there were 59 foreign banks operating in Canada.
Last year there were only 45. In 1990 foreign banks had a 12%
share of total banking sector assets. Last year that was down to
10%. This means that Canadians and Canadian businesses have
been deprived of a large pool of capital. How will foreign banks
react to the legidation? Only time will tell.

® (1035)

While the protectionists rail against the entry of foreign banks,
wein British Columbia have been living with the largest subsidiary
of foreign banks for over a dozen years. The Hongkong Bank of
Canada was incorporated in Canada on July 1, 1981. It rose to
prominence in western Canada in 1986 when it acquired the Bank
of British Columbia. With this acquisition the Hongkong Bank of
Canadawent from being the 20th largest bank in Canada to the 9th
largest bank.

In 1988 the Hongkong Bank of Canada bought Midland Bank
Canadaand in 1990 it acquired the LIoyds Bank Canada. These last
two acquisitions provided the Hongkong Bank with retail branches
across most of the country.

Despite the name, the Hongkong Bank of Canadais a subsidiary
of HSBC Holdings of London, England, thefifth largest bank in the
world. The Hongkong Bank of Canadaisthelargest bank in Canada
and is headquartered in British Columbia. Both the chief operating
officer and the senior executive vice-president were educated at the
University of British Columbia. Thus many British Columbians
have more attachment to this bank than they do to the Canadian
banks headquartered in Toronto.

The Hongkong Bank of Canada is a good corporate citizen. In
British Columbia some of the events it sponsors include the
Whistler Winterstart Festival, the Okanagan Wine Festival and the
Yuletide Lights of Hope fundraiser for the B.C. Children’s Hospi-
tal.

More important, it has generally provided good banking services
to its customers, both individuals and businesses, but what is most
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intriguing about the Hongkong Bank of Canada is that it has gone
international with offices in Seattle, Washington and Portland,
Oregon. Thisisthe future of banking, banks that transcend borders
in a globa economy.

In summary, the official opposition supports the legislation even
though it took the government more than two yearsto get it before
the House of Commons. We support it because in the long term the
presence of foreign banks in Canada will benefit all Canadians.
Canadians should never fear foreign competition. We should have
enough confidence to realize that we can compete in today’s global
economy.

If we could just get the Liberal government to dump its high
taxation policies, Canadian business could be at the forefront of the
global economy instead of trailing along behind. Bill C-67 is a
good step in the right direction, but the government has along way
to go.

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, it is a pleasure today to speak to Bill C-67. | thank my
colleague for alowing me to share her time.

Bill C-67 was necessary to bring competition into the banking
sector in our country. We have had for quite a few years banking
centralized in the hands of avery few number of large banks which
were subject to decreasing confidence in the eyes of the public.
There is an increasing amount of scepticism as to what they are
doing and whether they are servicing the Canadian public well.

By introducing these smaller banks or banks from other coun-
tries we are introducing an element of competitiveness that will
actually decrease the monopolies we have had in the country for a
long time. By doing that we will be able to hopefully decrease the
cost to the Canadian public.

At the end of the day thisis about trying to improve service and
decrease costs to the Canadian public and to enable our economy to
move in a much more aggressive and competitive fashion.

® (1040)

Unfortunately the new bankswill beforced to receive deposits of
more than $150,000. Thisis unfortunate because the banks will not
be accessible to the average member of the public. That should
have been changed in the legidlation. Any new bank that comesinto
the country should be able to compete on alevel playing field with
other banks. All Canadians should have access to those new banks,
not just small and medium size businesses and large corporations
which will be able to derive benefits from them.

In the last 20 years the number of banks in the country has
diminished. In thelast 10 years the number has gone down by 10%.
We do not think that is correct. Bill C-67 will increase competitive-
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ness and thereby give companies a greater choice. As | mentioned
the government could have and should have made a level playing
field for the new banks so that the average Canadian would have
access to this increased competition.

We applaud the regulations that there has to be the approva of
the Minister of Finance, that there has to be an established
customer compliance procedure, that al services have to be
disclosed and so forth. However, | wonder whether or not the
checks and balances the government is putting in place are good
enough to ensure the solvency of those banks in their home
countries.

We have seen banks in other parts of the world, particularly in
Southeast Asia, collapsing because of gross mismanagement. We
do not want those types of banks to be allowed into this country. |
have not seen whether or not the appropriate checks and balances
are there to ensure the banks coming into our country are not some
fly by night institutions or institutions that are on shaky economic
and fiscal ground. Thisis information the government will have to
bring to the House to ensure a clean passage of the bill.

The hon. parliamentary secretary has made some very cogent
points about the banks in Canada. There are a lot of myths
surrounding banks, both positive and negative. The negative myth
isthat the banks are not paying taxes, that they are somehow taking
money from the public and that they are not employing many
people. Thefact of the matter isthat the banks provide alot of taxes
for governments. Some 80% of the taxes they pay are paid in
Canada and 90% of the people they hire on a global basis are here.

However all Canadians have seen service charges go up. They
have seen the banks introduce things such a tied selling. This is
bullying and is an unfair practice. If the banks want the confidence
and the support of the Canadian public, they better do a far greater
job than what they have been doing in terms of letting the Canadian
public know that it is giving good service for its money.

With the downsizing which is taking place many individualswho
frequent banks have found services to be decreased. They are not
happy with that. If the banks want the increased confidence of the
Canadian public, as the international community has in them, they
better been seen to be acting in the best interest of the public.
Anything less will prevent them from having the things they want
in the future such as bank mergers.

The banks aggressively lobbied the House and the Minister of
Finance for the government to introduce and approve legisation
which would allow them to merge. They did not do a good job of
explaining to us and the public how the public would benefit from
bank mergers. We want them to be internationally competitive, as
the secretary of state mentioned.

® (1045)

However, the banks must explain to the Canadian public how the
average person is to benefit from their expansion into mega banks.

We want them to compete internationally but not at the expense of
the Canadian public.

Bill C-67 is rooted in globalization and free trade. Again there
are a lot of myths around free trade. The last Conservative Party
leadership race showed clearly that putting forth the argument that
freetradeis bad for Canada resonates well among a significant part
of our population, but is it the truth? We have actually benefited
from free trade.

However, Canadians could have benefited more if the govern-
ment had be able to give our Canadian companies a level playing
field with other companies from around the world. The high taxes
we have, the overregulation and the culture of dependence that
governments instituted and supported within our country are
having a deleterious effect on Canadian companies to competeon a
level playing field with other companies from around the world.

If Canadian companies had that level playing, the benefits to
Canada in terms of employment and a healthier economy would
have far exceeded what we are seeing today. Unfortunately the
government only did half the solution. It opened up international
and domestic markets to free trade but did not do the other side of
the coin which would have enabled companies to be competitive in
that environment.

It opened up these companies to competition but at the same time
tied one hand behind their back.

We have often heard in the House about the need to lower taxes,
to decrease rules and regulations, to provide financing for educa-
tion and to do innovative things to ensure our students will have the
skills to be competitive in the future.

Finally, | would like to talk about the international financial
institutions. The government, along with representatives from the
IMF, should look at ways to deal with short term capital flows
which were so destabilizing to the international economy last year.
Thiswill happen again. We need some kind of check and balanceto
make sure short term capital flows across the world will not have
the destabilizing and destructive effect to not only economies but to
people around the world.

There are some innovative things being done now. | challenge
the Minister of Finance and the secretary of state to bring these
ideas to the House now so we can have and support internationally
a comprehensive plan to limit short term capital flows. Forty per
cent of short term capital flows are moved in and out of countries
within two days or less. In 48 hours large term capital can flow in
and out of a country that can have a massive negative effect not
only on the economy but on the people of that country. These can
be long lasting.

Another issue concerns international financial institutions pro-
viding money to countries that are unstable and engaging in
actions that profoundly affect international security. There are over
45 countries right now that are engaged in bloody, brutal conflicts
where individua civilians are caught in the middle and pay the
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price 80% of the time. What fuels those conflicts and the purchase
of those arms? It is cold, hard cash. Most of these countries rely
heavily on international aid and moneys from international finan-
cid ingtitutions.

By providing money through these organizations to countries
that are purchasing arms to commit atrocities on certain groups
within and outside their borders, we are actually providing the fuel
that fires the wars and conflicts.

® (1050)

If we are able to deal with these conflicts, if we can prevent the
situation in central Africa, the situation in Sierra Leone where
people are having their eyes gouged out and their arms chopped off,
the situation in Angola where the diamond producers and purchas-
ersarefueling aconflict that is costing hundreds of lives every day,
if we are to continue to support the regimes in the Sudan that are
supporting awar that has cost the lives of hundreds of thousands of
people, then we are almost as guilty as the people who are pulling
the trigger in those countries.

If we areto deal with these situationsin a pre-emptive way, if we
are to prevent the bloody conflicts that are occurring around the
world, we have to ask our representatives at the international
financia institutions to prevent those moneys from going into the
hands of those people who would purchase arms to fuel afire to
create international instability and conflict, death and destruction.

Thelast point | want to make is with respect to the United States.
The United States | believe will not be paying up its dues to the
United Nations as of May 1999. The money it owesis essential for
the United Nations to function. If the U.S. does not pay up in May
1999, the U.S. will loseits vote. If the U.S. loses its vote, one can
argue that it is a very unfortunate thing because it is a powerful
country. More important, the billions of dollars that the U.S. owes
to the UN will probably not be paid. What we will seeisapotential
significant collapsein the ability of the United Nationsto engagein
peacekeeping, peacemaking and international humanitarian opera-
tionsin which it is engaging now that save millions of lives around
the world.

| strongly advisethe Minister of Foreign Affairsto work with the
Minister of Finance and the Secretary of State for International
Financial Institutions to bring up these issues on the international
stage. If we do not do that, al of us will pay a price not only
internationally in increased demands for a defence budget and an
international aid budget but also at home. When conflicts brew and
take place half aworld away, they come home to roost right here at
home, because there is an egress of refugees, some of whom will
ultimately come to our shore, and there will be an increased
demand on our own socia programs.

It is not to say that we are somehow against individuals coming
to our shores, but certainly people would like to live in their own
homes, in their own countries and in their own culture rather than
come to a world that is dien to them.

S0.31

Thefailureto deal with this now will cost al of us millionsif not
billions of dollars and potentially the loss of human lives and
probably Canadian lives too.

| implore members and ministers on the other side to deal with
these issues internationally and do it now. We cannot continue to
fail aswe havein the past. It isresulting in increasing international
instability and increasing destruction to economies around the
world, which also affects our economy.

In closing, we will support Bill C-67. | will ask again that the
minister look at the international implications of this bill to make
sure that the small banks, the banks that are coming here, will have
checks and balances to make sure that those banks are solvent back
home. They should make sure that without a shadow of a doubt,
banks that are on unstable grounds do not come into this country
and somehow create great instability within our own economic
system.

Last, they should ensure that the banks ultimately will be able to
provide better, cheaper service to the Canadian public, because at
the end of the day the thing that counts the most is to make sure
Canadians will benefit from this bill.

[Translation]

The Speaker: | am told it is the turn of the hon. member for
Sherbrooke to speak. Since statements by members are about to
begin, perhaps the hon. member could wait until after oral question
period.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

® (1055)

[Translation]

THE FRANCOPHONIE

Mrs. Sue Barnes (London West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Francophonie is a modern language, a culture that evolves, asense
of belonging and exchanges between the various communities in
Canada that share a common language and culture.

Young people represent the future of the Francophonie and it is
important to recognize their desire to live in French.

The Liberal government is counting on young Canadians to
make a valuable contribution to the debate and to get involved in
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projects that will stir people into action, so as to protect and
promote the French language and culture in Canada.

Highlighting the economic benefits related to the French lan-
guage for businesses that are part of the Canadian and international
francophone community, finding a niche for French in the world of
technology, encouraging those who will take over, such are the
goals.

[English]

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the immigration system is broken and the minister of immigration
either cannot or will not fix it.

Honduran drug dealers are posing as refugees to sell crack
cocaine on Vancouver streets. What is the government’s response
to the problem? The Liberal government says there is no problem
and when the issue is raised by the official opposition it calls it
nonsense. | guess any issue that involves B.C. is nonsense to these
arrogant Liberals.

Yesterday the Liberals voted against shutting down refugee drug
dealers in Vancouver. The Liberal member for Vancouver Kings-
way voted against stopping bogus refugees from selling drugs to
children in her community. She toed the party line and voted
against her constituents once again.

British Columbians are concerned about the situation. The
attorney general for B.C. is calling for action from Ottawa. The
RCMP, Vancouver police and community leaders are all calling for
action. Unfortunately no onein the Liberal government islistening
and it wonders why it needs a western alienation rescue team, or
should | say WART.

ANDRE FRECHETTE

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, last week former chief page André Fréchette added another
remarkable achievement to his career. Many colleagues will recall
when we bid a happy retirement to my good friend in December,
1994 after 42 and a half years of service as a page.

Some 42 months later André bowled the perfect game, hurling
12 straight strikes for a score of 450 at five pin bowling in the
Vanier Francophone Centre. He also achieved a triple of 1,000
points and even won the 50:50. Tonight he will be awarded some
prizes but he says the best prize was making his grandson David
proud of him.

David is celebrating his eighth birthday today and his grandfa-
ther says David is also becoming a good bowler.

André says he misses this place but he has been enjoying his
retirement, including time for ancther favourite hobby, picking
berries and turning them into jams and jellies.

Happy eighth birthday, David. Please give your grandfather a
hug from his old friends here in the House of Commons and make
sure he uses the number 42 on any lottery tickets he buys.

* * %

ST. JOSEPH

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Oakville, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day last many Canadians of various cultural backgrounds, includ-
ing Mr. Speaker, came together to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, the
feast day of the patron saint of Ireland.

Today, March 19, is the feast of St. Joseph, the patron saint of
Canada. He is also the patron saint of fathers and the patron saint of
workers.

His feast day has special meaning for al those who do work,
both paid and unpaid, for al fathers and indeed for all Canadians.

St. Joseph has been honoured in Canada since the early days of
our history, most visibly through the work of the Sisters of St.
Joseph. They have built hospitals and nursed the sick for morethan
a century. They have taught young boys and girls in elementary
schools but they are most famous for the education of young
women in both high schools and universities.

Several women in this Chamber are products of the education
provided by these dedicated nuns.

On the occasion of hisfeast | wish the Sisters of St. Joseph and
all Canadians a happy St. Joseph’s Day.

* % *
® (1100)

RIGHTSOF CHILDREN

Mrs. Karen Kraft Sloan (York North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
European Network of Ombudsmen for Children urges governments
to establish independent institutions to promote and protect the
rights of children. This network welcomes the trend toward
creating specia officesto monitor and support the full implementa-
tion of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Children need a special office like anational children’s commis-
sioner to protect their human rights. Children lack a political voice
as they do not have the right to vote. Children are particularly
vulnerable. They are more affected than adults by the conditions
under which they live and by the action or inaction of government.
Canada’s children need a national children’s commissioner.
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ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, racism
wounds. It hurts, it stunts lives, it weakens us all.

Sunday, March 21 isthe International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination. The United Nations declared this day in
1966. Canada was one of the first countries to show its support for
this declaration.

| am saddened to stand in this House, the first black MP ever
elected from the province of Nova Scatia, knowing that discrimina
tion on the basis of race till existstoday and that it has negatively
affected so many people in so many ways. We seeit in legidatures,
in our law firms and in our schools.

| am heartened however to stand in the House knowing that
people all across my riding, my province and my country are
working hard to end racia discrimination, especially young people
like those working with the Youth Against Racism project in Nova
Scotia. | aso commend the organizers of the Harmony Brunch
being held at the East Preston Recreation Centre in Nova Scotia.

The March 21 campaign for the elimination of racial discrimina-
tion aims to make Canadians aware that the scourge of discrimina-
tion existsin our communities. It also servesto inspire each of usto
take action against racia discrimination.

Let usall striveto do our part, not just on special days but every
day of our lives.

[Translation]

SHERBROOKE

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it is with
pride that | rise in the House today to point out that Sherbrooke is
the best place in al the G-7 countries to locate a business.

With its highly competitive labour force and the many competi-
tive advantages it affords businesses in al categories, Sherbrooke
offers great potential as a business site.

In fact, astudy of G-7 countriesranks Sherbrooke first among 64
cities in which industrial corporations are likely to locate. This
study, which was released last Thursday in Ottawa by the interna-
tionally acclaimed KMPG, was submitted to the Minister for
International Trade.

This is excellent news for al residents of the riding of Sher-
brooke, including myself. Such recognition can only be a plus for
the economic future of our lovely region.

Once again, | say bravo to the people of Sherbrooke.

S0.31
[English]

ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Ahuntsic, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Sunday
will mark the 10th Canadian campaign for the elimination of racia
discrimination.

Although acts of ignorance, intolerance and racism are the sins
of afew, their destructive nature plagues society as a whole. For
this reason we must al play a part and take personal responsibility
to fight the evils of racism.

[Translation]

All members of society, whatever their age and ethnic back-
ground, must be allowed to take their rightful place. This sends a
clear message: Canadians reject discrimination in favour of re-
spect, equality and diversity.

[English]

As a first generation Canadian, | have lived the enriching
experience that is Canadian pluralism. While some individuals in
this nation are quick to emphasize what divides us, | prefer to view
diversity as Canada’s greatest strength.

[Translation]

Only when we are able to live harmoniously in our own country
will we be able to serve as a model internationally.

[English]

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grasslands, Ref.): Mr.
Spesker, Canadian Pacific Railway has donated 1,600 kilometres
of abandoned railway right of way to the Trans Canada Trail
Foundation and is basking in the warm glow of its public spirited
gesture. Time for a reality check.

Thanks to the gravel topped grade that runs down the centre of
the land, thousands of tonnes of cinders dumped on it during the
steam age and contamination from a century of leaching of toxic
wood preservatives, the gift is essentially wasteland. For tax
purposes CP valued it at $40 million and received a$13 million tax
break. That break alone is three times the market value of the land
and the company isrelieved of its responsibilitiesto pay rea estate
taxes, suppress weeds and so on.

CP tries to justify the high price by referring to urban segments
in Nova Scotiaand B.C., but they are minimal. Shame on Revenue
Canada for approving this scam.
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ST. JOHN'S HARBOUR

Mr. Charlie Power (St. John’s West, PC): Mr. Speaker, today
alone, as was the case yesterday and will be again tomorrow, more
than 120 million litres of raw sewage and municipal runoff will be
dumped directly into the harbour of St. John's, Newfoundland.

The chemical and bacterial cocktail being thrown daily into St.
John's harbour is really a national disgrace that could be corrected
if government would demonstrate the political will to tackle this
problem.

The waste water treatment system so urgently required by the
city of St. John's could reduce phosphorous and nitrogen loadings
by up to 80%, biochemical oxygen demand materials by up to 90%
and bacteria loadings by greater than 99.9%.

| and my colleagues in the Progressive Conservative caucus
applaud the efforts of the St. John's Harbour Atlantic Coastal
Action Program. We join with the concerned citizens of the capital
city of St. John's, aswell asthe city of Mount Pearl and the town of
Paradisein urging the government to immediately draw attention to
this environmental disaster.

[Translation]

THE FRANCOPHONIE

Mr. Mark Assad (Gatineau, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Franco-
phonie is alive and well in Canada and throughout the world.

Spanning five continents, it comprises 400 million people in 52
countries. French is the official language in a number of countries
and is spoken in bilingual countries such as Canada and Cameroon
and multilingual countries such as Switzerland and Mauritius.

Through the years, the Francophonie has grown. It now encom-
passes language, culture, cooperation, the economy and politics.
French culture is diverse and al the richer for it.

I want to thank all those who work hard to promote the
Francophonie on the national and international scene.

[English]

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR CADETS

Mr. Janko Peric (Cambridge, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise to
welcome the 85 member 296th Royal Canadian Air Cadets Cam-
bridge Squadron who are visiting from my riding.

Formed in 1943 as the Galt Squadron, this select group of youth
originally devoted their time to preparing for the day when they
would serve as aircrew members of the Royal Canadian Air Force.

Fostering leadership, responsibility, discipline, good citizenship
and loyalty to country, today’s cadets train weekly and participate
in special training sessions at Canadian forces bases during the
summer.

The Royal Canadian Air Cadets are supported through a partner-
ship between the Canadian forces and the Air Cadet League of
Canada.

| join all members in welcoming the 296th Squadron to our
nation’s capital.

CRIME RATES

Ms. Beth Phinney (Hamilton Mountain, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
there has been areduction of 14.2% in the overall crimeratein the
Hamilton-Wentworth region.

The Regional Hamilton-Wentworth Police Services Board an-
nounced this week that not only have violent crimes gone down,
including murder, but al so that property crimes and auto thefts have
been significantly reduced.

Homicides went down 54.5% in 1998 compared to the previous
five year average. Property crimes have decreased by 16.6% as
compared to the previousfive year average. There was also an 18%
decrease in the number of fatal accidents last year.

| want to congratulate the chief of police, Kenneth Robertson,
and the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police for their continuing
and diligent efforts to make the streets of Hamilton and the
surrounding areas a safer and better place to live.

Indeed, local police forces across the entire country deserve our
congratulations and our support for all the work they do to keep the
crime rates down.

[Translation]

JOURNEE INTERNATIONALE DE LA FRANCOPHONIE

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row, March 20, we will celebrate la Journée internationale de la
Francophonie.

To belong to the Francophonie is to be part of arich geopolitical
group of 500 million people in 49 countries and governments with
French as a common language.

It is absolutely vital for Quebec to belong to the Francophonie,
since our proximity to the American giant is a reminder that our
culture, although rich and vibrant, is always at risk.
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The defence of Quebec culture isthe responsibility of the people
of Quebec and not the federal government, which does not
recognize it and tries in every way possible to bring it under the
maple leaf.

| invite every Quebecker and all the francophones of theworld to
join in the festivities marking the Journée internationale de la
Francophonie to celebrate their membership in this vast global
community based on the use of the most beautiful language in the
world, French.

® (1110)

[English]

BULK WATER EXPORTS

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
some weeks ago in this House we passed a motion unanimously
caling for an immediate national moratorium on the bulk export of
water. We had an announcement the next day from the government
which did not live up to that motion. Instead, we had a call for 10
provincial moratoriums.

Yesterday in Montreal we saw the inadequacy of that approach.
Apparently the Quebec government has indicated its intention to
consider proceeding with the bulk export of water. If that hap-
pened, it would prejudice the ability of Canada as a nation to bring
in a ban on bulk water exports because it would set a precedent
under NAFTA.

| would urge the federal government to bring in the moratorium
immediately to respect the motion. | would urge the Quebec
government not to act in away that prejudices the ability of the rest
of Canadato bring in a ban on the bulk export of water by doing
something precipitous.

TRADE

Mr. Reg Alcock (Winnipeg South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, hon.
members will have read in today’'s Ottawa Citizen the latest
account of the Reform Party’sinvolvement in Canada'sWTO trade
dispute with Brazil.

First the member for Red Deer denied that the Reform Party
gave documents to Brazil. The next day the Reform Party admitted
that it had, but Reform claimed that the documents were available
to the public, including on the Internet. What Reformers do not
mention is that they caused civil servants in 13 government
departments and agencies to work countless hours to provide the
Reform Party with that information.

Today we learn that the Reform Party provided its research
document dated October 22, 1996 to Brazil. It was not until one
month later that the Reform Party posted this information on its
web site.

S0.31

Surely the 60,000 Canadians from coast to coast who are
employed in our aerospace industry deserve better from a political
party that purports to represent Canadians.

* Kk %

MERCHANT NAVY VETERANS

Mr. Peter Goldring (Edmonton East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Bill
C-61 effectively reduces outstanding merchant navy concerns to
one. After 55 years, Bill C-61 finally gives merchant navy veterans
recognition as war veterans, prisoner of war benefits and recogni-
tion for ceremonial days, but it ignores the issue of compensation
completely.

The merchant navy was truly comparable to the other three
services yet veterans suffer from government imposed poverty.
They are not seeking great wealth, only the respect and benefits
given their armed forces brethren.

This final issue has existed for over 50 years. Merchant navy
veterans have little time left to enjoy restitution for inequalities.
They want our government to act now, not later. Our merchant navy
veterans' final concerns should not be a new millennium project.

* k* %

SLEDGE HOCKEY

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Kitchener—Waterloo, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | risetoday to congratul ate the Kitchener-Waterloo Sidewinders
and wish them good luck when they host the International Sledge
Hockey Tournament in my riding of Kitchener—Waterloo this
weekend at the Waterloo Recreation Complex.

Sledge hockey is a form of ice hockey played by people who
have physical disabilities. The game is played with players on a
dled that has two skate blades under the seat. Players move around
the rink on these sleds using two short hockey sticks which have
picks on one end for pushing and a blade on the other end for
shooting.

The opening ceremonies taking place tonight will be hosted by
Ron Maclean of Hockey Night in Canada. Teams from across
Canada, the United States, Holland and Norway are expected. A
total of 30 teams with 700 players will be taking part in this
exciting tournament.

| wish to congratulate the Kitchener-Waterloo Sidewinders for
hosting this event. | wish them the very best for the tournament.

* Kk %

POVERTY

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
opposition parties such as the Reform Party can rant and rave
against every ideathat comes along, but unless a party is prepared
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to seek out and propose solutions to real problems, it can never
hope to form a government.

It was in the spirit of finding workable solutions for real
Canadians that the Progressive Conservative Party of Canada
established our national caucus task force on poverty and home-
lessness.

As an associate member of this important task force, | am
pleased to say that today marks the launching of our cross-Canada
consultations in Saint John, New Brunswick. The task force
members will meet with several anti-poverty organizationsin New
Brunswick and with individuals who live in poverty.

The growing incidence of poverty is a national disgrace. Parlia-
mentarians need to take a leadership role in developing concrete
solutions to the problems facing low income and homeless Cana-
dians. As Joe Clark said, the PC Party of Canada will provide that
leadership. This task force will demonstrate to Canadians our
desire to make Canada a better place to live for al of its citizens.

| wish the task force good luck.

* % *
® (1115)

CANADAELECTIONSACT

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, a
recent court decision in Ontario striking down discriminatory
provisions of the elections act concerning smaller parties was a
significant decision.

| recently attended a press conference as aresult of this decision
to uphold and support the fundamental principles of democracy and
fairness in Canada. How we conduct elections is fundamental to
our democratic system. The discrimination faced by smaller parties
is shameful. These provisions have been struck down.

Now it is up to the government to be clear that it will not appeal
this decision and will indeed bring in amendments to the Canada
Elections Act to eliminate punitive and discriminatory provisions
as struck down by the court.

Will the government give an assurance that it will do the right
thing?

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD
[English]

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Jason Kenney (Calgary Southeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday at 2.15 in the afternoon the Prime Minister told us that

Canada's productivity is still on therise. But yesterday at 3 p.m. the
industry department released a study called ** The Productivity Gap
between Canada and U.S. Firms—as of February 5, 1999”. That is
the name of the study.

It showed that as recently as last month Canada's standard of
living was still plunging. According to the report, the gap between
Canada and the U.S. “has been widening”.

Why does the government continue to deny that Canada's
standard of living is lower than in the United States by $7,000 per
person per year?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
apart from the fact that the hon. member is mixing apples and
oranges, let me simply say that what the productivity gap which the
Department of Industry demonstrated isthat in fact over the last 15
years there has been a decline in productivity.

The study began in 1985. What we are dealing with are numbers
throughout that period and a tale from that period. At the same
time, let me be very clear that as a result of the actions of this
government and of Canadians across the country, more recently the
numbers have begun to turn around. That is what the Prime
Minister has said, that is what | have said and it is what the
Minister of Industry has said.

Mr. Jason Kenney (Calgary Southeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
that may be what the finance minister says, but it is not what our
manufacturers and exporters are saying. Yesterday they released a
statement in response to the finance minister saying * The finance
minister is simply off base when he says Canadians should not
worry about falling living standards”’. That is from the Alliance of
Manufacturers and Exporters. It said that the current situation is
not adequate to ensure continued growth in Canada’s place in the
international marketplace. It said that last year Canada had gone
from fifth place in the G-7 in terms of productivity to last place.

Isthe finance minister telling usthat the Alliance of Manufactur-
ers and Exporters is wrong when it says that Canada—

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
first of al, | have met with the alliance on numerous occasions. In
fact the productivity numbers differ substantially from industry to
industry. One of the problems that we have, as an example, is that
obviously there are more productivity improvements in the higher
value added area, the newer economy, than there are in anumber of
our older industries, those which produce basic commodities.

That iswhy it is so important to emulate, for instance, what has
been done in the il and gas industry where a lot of the newer
technologies are involved and are in fact improving substantially
our productivity.

Mr. Jason Kenney (Calgary Southeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, let
me get this straight. Last month the industry minister gave a speech
in which he said * Canada’s productivity is faling. We are $7,000
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per person behind the United States’. Yesterday the industry
department released another report saying that as of February of
this year we are falling behind.

Yesterday the Alliance of Manufacturers and Exporters said that
we have falen from fifth to seventh in the G-7 in terms of
productivity and this finance minister still stands and denies the
cold, hard facts.

Why does he not agree that we have a problem and develop a
solution in terms of tax relief and debt reduction to improve
Canada's productivity?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
not only is the hon. member misquoting the Minister of Industry,
the fact is that he is misquoting me as of about one minute ago.

There is no doubt that we have had a long term decline in our
productivity, going back well into the eighties. There is aso no
doubt that it is absolutely crucia that this be reversed and, if we
look at the more recent numbers, we are in the process of turning
that around. That is why we put money into research and devel op-
ment. That is why we reduced the debt. That is why we have
reduced taxes and put money into education.

® (1120)

Thereisno doubt that we have to continue to work on improving
productivity because it is the source of wealth. There is also no
doubt that we have a long way to go—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Dewdney—Alouette.

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the finance minister likes to talk about quotes, so let me read for
him what the industry minister said. He said “ The debt is simply
too large’”. He also said that “‘taxes are 20% higher than they
should be"”. One of the ministers is wrong and | want to know
which one it is.

The Liberals are embarrassed by the dropping standard of living
which has been found by these reports. Now we know. It is out in
the open. They have to admit there is a problem before they can
deal with that problem.

Which minister is right about the dropping standard of living?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member continues to make perceptive glances into the
obvious. Of course our debt istoo high. That is why we have been
reducing it. We have taken the debt to GDP ratio from 71% to
where in two years it will be 62%.

Yes, we want to reduce taxes. They were too high and that iswhy
we reduced them in the last budget. That iswhy we reduced themin
this budget and that is why we will reduce them in the next budget.

Oral Questions

Yes, we have to improve our productivity. There has been along
term declining trend. We have now arrested it and we have to do
everything we possibly can to make sure we have an upward trend
in the future.

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the finance minister likes to brag about tax cuts, but the chief
economic adviser for CIBC says that there are no tax cuts after the
bracket creep and after taking alook at the real effects of what this
government has done.

The industry minister said that the debt is simply too high and
that taxes are 20% too high as well. Is that something which this
finance minister is going to address to help improve the standard of
living for Canadians which has dropped so dramatically under his
guidance and |eadership?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
do not know where the hon. member has been for the last four or
five years. We have addressed it in every single budget. We are one
of the very few industrial countries that is actually paying down
debt. The income tax cuts which we brought in, $16.5 billion over
the course of the next three years, will more than compensate for
bracket creep, and every economist in the countries knows that.

What | would really suggest to Reform is that instead of writing
its supplementary, it actually listen to the answer and then pose the
question based on that.

[Translation]

INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL FORUMS

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, not only
does Quebec have trouble gaining the ear of federal politicians, the
Prime Minister and the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs in
particular, but now the ambassadors are getting involved too.

Jacques Roy, Canadian ambassador to Paris, has apparently
stated that Canadawould never give Quebec the status Belgium has
given the Walloons and the Flemings.

Can the Deputy Prime Minister tell us whether the opinion
expressed by Ambassador Roy was personal, or whether it was the
government’s position?

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, after having their bid
for separation rejected twice by Quebeckers, the PQ and the Bloc
Quebecois are now developing a new strategy which requires
outside support. The leader of the PQ refuses to acknowledge the
existence of such a strategy, but the new adviser to the Bloc
Quebecois, Jacques Parizeay, is frank enough to admit it. In Paris
yesterday, Mr. Parizeau stated ** Yes, that is exactly the strategy we
need, and what is more, it is very timely”.
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Meanwhile, Mr. Bouchard is trying to convince us that this new
strategy has nothing to do with his separatist designs. So which
oneisright, the old leader of the Parti Quebecois, or the new one?

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, someone
ought to have told him, when his reply was being prepared, that
asking the questionsis our job. Heis supposed to give the answers.

I will repeat my question, and | would very much like an answer
from the government, because this is an important issue.

Can someone in authority tell me whether Jacques Roy was
expressing the position of the Government of Canada, or his
personal opinion? No parliamentary secretary isin aposition to tell
me that.

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
it has always been our intention to help promote the French culture
of our country throughout the world.

Unlike the Bloc Quebecois and the Parti Quebecois, we are
working to help French language and culture flourish across
Canada.

As well, we are seeking to do the same thing throughout the
world, under the leadership of the federal government, the national
government.

® (1125)

Mr. Paul Mercier (Terrebonne—Blainville, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
even the very federalist Liberal opposition in Quebec City is
reminding the federal government of the need to accord Quebec its
rightful place in international organizations where language and
culture are concerned.

Can the Deputy Prime Minister tell us whether the federa
government will continue in itsisolation asit has since the start of
this matter or will it heed the consensus in Quebec and listen to
basic common sense?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we are doing exactly the opposite, namely expanding Quebec
culture and the French language across the country and around the
world.

The Bloc and the Parti Quebecois are trying to isolate one
million French Canadians outside Quebec, and they should be
ashamed of this lack in their policy.

Mr. Paul Mercier (Terrebonne—Blainville, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
can the Deputy Prime Minister tell us then whether the federal
government intends to honour the consensus in Quebec expressed
by the premier and the Liberal opposition on negotiating an
administrative agreement to establish Quebec's place in interna
tional forums?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we are already working to help Quebec have arolein international
forums, but under the aegis of the federal government, the Govern-
ment of Canada.

[English]

HEALTH

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (Winnipeg North Centre, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, for amost five years this government has known that
the reuse of disposable medical devices is potentially dangerous.

For amost five years this government has known that reused
disposable deviceslike catheters and tubes going into stomachs and
intestines can cause the transmission of disease and can even break
down in the patient's body. For five years this government has
known that hospitals want this government to act and they want
national standards.

Why did this government, when it had a choice to act or do
nothing, choose to do nothing and put patients at risk?

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the role of the government is to set the
standards, and the federal government has done that.

The provinces and the individual hospitals get involved in the
reuse. The minister has indicated that he is prepared to sit down
with health professionals, the provinces and the hospitals to discuss
thisissue. It will very likely be atopic of discussion at a meeting of
ministers in May.

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (Winnipeg North Centre, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, thisismy point. The government has not set standards
for the reuse of disposable medical devices. Asaresult, patientsare
at risk. We know that from a study that goes back to 1994. We know
that the Canadian Health Care Association has called for national
standards. All we are getting is the minister saying that heis going
to study the matter and consider national standards.

We want to know today if this government is prepared to stand
and say that national standards will be implemented immediately
and that patients will not be put at any unnecessary risk.

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | clarified and explained very clearly to the
hon. member that the minister is prepared to sit down, but it can
only take place and be effectiveif it is done in consultation with the
provinces and with the medical profession.

He is prepared to do that and he will be having that discussion.
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CANADA MORTGAGE AND HOUSING CORPORATION

Mr. Charlie Power (St. John's West, PC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the minister responsible for the Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corporation.

Bill C-66 will retroactively legalize its mortgage insurance
underwriting program. Given that CMHC has eliminated appraisals
on applications for high ratio mortgages, will the minister tell the
House what practices are in place to measure the conditions of
Canada's housing and to ensure there is no fraud in the market-
place? Does the minister think it is fair that the Canadian home
purchaser should pay for this policy change by higher insurance
premiums?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the new program, called the
emili, was implemented by CMHC. Since 1996 the industry has
been involved in this program. There was a period so that under-
writers could be ready for it. As late as last December | met with
the Canadian Institute of Appraisers to discuss this issue.

® (1130)

The purpose of the program is to speed up the length of time it
takes so that Canadians can have their mortgage insurance as soon
as possible and can enjoy—

The Speaker: The hon. member for St. John's West.

Mr. Charlie Power (St. John's West, PC): Mr. Speaker, |
would like for the minister to explain why the Canadian Mortgage
and Housing Corporation has eliminated appraisals on these mort-
gages at the same time as its counterpart in the U.S. is demanding
more up to date and better appraisals.

Could the minister explain why this difference takes place? Why
are property appraisals being swept aside? Does the minister agree
that Canadian consumers could be better protected by professional
appraisals on their properties at the time of purchase?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as | said, the reason is to
accelerate matters. As a matter of fact the office is aso open on
Sundays so that they can have very speedy, easy and fast assess-
ments.

Naturally that does not stop individual buyers having personal
appraisersif they feel the general appraisal we do with the financial
institution is not satisfactory or is not enough.

We believe that we have agood system. The results are there. As
| said, last December | met with the Canadian Institute of Apprais-
ers. We discussed how we could implement this program. They
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have been giving good service in the past and we are sure they will
continue to work—

The Speaker: The hon. member for South Surrey—White
Rock—L angley.

TRANSITIONAL JOBS FUND

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister’'s apologists say that he was
just acting as an ordinary member of parliament when he helped
Yvon Duhaime secure a federal grant, but everybody here knows
that the Prime Minister has more power than all the backbenchers
combined.

Three years ago the current Minister of Transport had to resign
from cabinet when his staff intervened in an immigration case
because he was a cabinet minister and not just an ordinary member
of parliament.

Why did the Minister of Transport have to leave cabinet for
interfering on behalf of afriend, yet the Prime Minister seems to
think he can get away with the same thing?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the program in question is structured so that MPs are consulted on
each and every one of the applications under the transitional jobs
fund.

The Prime Minister, through his representative in hisriding, did
exactly the same thing as the member for Prince George—Peace
River, the member for Okanagan—Shuswap, the member for
Nanaimo—Alberni, the member for Prince George—Bulkley
Valley, and | could go on and on and on.

Theinput in question was exactly asrequired by the program and
the Prime Minister conducted himself totally appropriately.

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the government’s claim that the Prime Minister
was acting just like any other ordinary MP is ludicrous. As the
Minister of Transport can attest, that argument did not hold water
three years ago and it does not hold water today.

If the government is certain that the Prime Minister did not act in
any improper fashion, will it release every document relating to
this grant, or is it hiding something?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
as amatter of fact, what the hon. member is complaining of isdone
every day by members of her own party. Why does she not admit
that if she wants something out in the open?
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[Translation]

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mr. RenéLaurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, based on the data
compiled over a period of 26 years, the cost of the employment
insurance program has always followed the unemployment rate.

The report on employment insurance that was tabled yesterday
confirms this fact by pointing out that half of the reduction in
benefits can be attributed to the changing labour market.

How can the Minister of Finance claim in his budget that the
11% cost increase for the El program can be attributed to an
improved economy, thus contradicting 26 years of statistics and the
El experts?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
clearly, when the economy is doing well, salaries are higher and
many more people qualify for benefits because more people are
working, that is they have not been unemployed for extended
periods of time.

® (1135)

| can assure the hon. member that it is because the economy is
doing well; many more people are working and salaries are higher.

Mr. RenéLaurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, everyone knows
that the Minister of Finance is taking $5 bhillion out of the
employment insurance fund to eliminate his deficit. But heis also
hiding a cushion of at least $1 billion in that same employment
insurance program.

Either that surplus was hidden to allow the Minister of Finance
to boast, come the next budget, or the government refuses to admit
that it has no choice but to improve the El program.

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if
we look at thefigures, it isvery clear that there isindeed a surplus.
When we took office, there was a deficit of $6 billion. | personally
think it is much better to have a surplus.

[English]

TRANSITIONAL JOBS FUND

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the more
| look at the Prime Minister giving agovernment grant to his friend
Yvon Duhaime, the more | am reminded of the situation back home
in British Columbia.

Glen Clark had a friend too, a contractor who built a deck for
him. The Prime Minister had a friend who took a money losing
hotel off his hands. Glen Clark is being investigated because his
friend received a casino licence. The same thing here: the Prime
Minister is under fire because his office lobbied to have a grant

giventoafriend. | hope Glen Clark is not the new ethical adviser to
the Prime Minister.

At the very least will the Prime Minister do what Glen Clark has
done? Will he release all the documentation surrounding this
affair?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resour ces Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | remind the
questioner and all my colleagues in the House that funds from this
program are available in every area of high unemployment.

Shawinigan is one of those areas. It has a set of criteria. Those
criteria were met by the Shawinigan project. One of the criteriais
that al local MPs are consulted.

By his question, the questioner is suggesting that M Ps should not
be consulted. If that isthe case, heis expressing atotal lack of faith
in hiscolleaguesin hisparty and in al of us. Itisalack of faith that
we on this side do not share.

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | would
say to the hon. parliamentary secretary that MPs with a shred of
integrity would have absented themselves from those meetingsif a
friend were involved.

There is another similarity between Glen Clark and the Prime
Minister. They both look like a deer caught in the headlights. There
is a difference, though. At least Glen Clark has called for an
independent inquiry. He is releasing al the documents. In fact, he
is even doing interviews with the media. Imagine that.

Will the Prime Minister at least live up to Glen Clark’s level of
integrity? Will he release al the documentation and will he start
talking about this event so we can get to the bottom of it?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
questions are being asked and informative answers are being given
every day in the House of Commons.

Onething that my hon. friend neglectsto put on therecord isthat
this transitional jobs fund grant created 19 direct jobs. | guess they
are against creating jobs for unemployed people. Also this project
had to be reviewed and approved by the Quebec provincia
government, no friend of the Prime Minister and no friend of this

party.

[Translation]

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, not only is the Minister of Finance helping himself to $5
billion from the surplus in the El fund to pay down the deficit, but
he is apparently planning an additional estimated cushion of $1
billion to $1.5 billion.
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Since the Minister of Finance has let women and youth carry
the load long enough, could he not make this $1 billion plus
cushion available to his colleague, the Minister of Human Re-
sources Development, so that the system can be improved and
made less discriminatory towards youth and women?

[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is a
simple fact that when unemployment goes down the number of
claims and benefits paid out also goes down.

We think this report has some good newsin it too. It tells us that
our measures to help people are working. The 450,000 new jobs
that were created last year made it the best year in a decade. Of
those 143,000 were for youth and 300,000 were for women.

® (1140)

If the member wants to know what we are doing for youth and
women, this is what we are doing: we are helping them by getting
them jobs.

[Translation]

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, with such large surpluses in the El fund and such a
damning report on women and youth, does the Minister of Finance
realy believe he is managing El wisely and not just exploiting
people?

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

TheSpeaker: | would ask membersto be abit morejudiciousin
their choice of words.

[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the mem-
ber’s question reveals an attitude toward our young people with
which this side disagrees. That attitude suggests that youth should
receive more El. On the other hand we think young Canadians
should be given the opportunity to go to school and to get a good
job. That is how we are trying to help them.

Most Canadians share these values with us. The 143,000 new
jobs for young Canadiansis the best performance in youth employ-
ment in 20 years. Let us give credit where credit is due and let us
allow young people to have an optimistic—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Wetaskiwin.

MOVEMENT OF GRAIN

Mr. Dale Johnston (Wetaskiwin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, time and
time again Canadian farmers have been forced to endure the effects
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of work stoppages at west coast ports. Last night in debate in the
House the President of the Treasury Board indicated that he was
looking at al options to rectify this situation.

Could he tell us if al options include final offer selection
arbitration, along term remedy as recommended by Justice Estey,
by the west coast ports inquiry, and by the Reform Party?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we
are looking at al options and | do not want to limit them.

We have been looking at arbitration but as the member knows
arbitration was suspended by law in 1996. At present we are
looking at how we can indicate to the union that the correct course
for it and for all Canadians is to come back to the table and stop
making excessive demands which it knows cannot be met. We are
asking the union to stop taking Canadians as hostages. We hope
that this will be concluded very soon.

Mr. Jake E. Hoeppner (Portage—Lisgar, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
when the Canadian Wheat Board figured it waslosing afew dollars
by farmers exporting their own grain, the government was quick to
react and throw afew of them in jail. Because of the negligence of
the government, 120,000 farmers are now losing millions because
of the strike at Vancouver.

Who will be thrown in the clink this time? Could it be the
treasury board minister? Could it be the labour minister, or could it
even be the wheat board minister? Western farmers feel it should
be all three.

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
members of the Reform Party have to learn that there are some
laws in the country which give the unions the right to strike.

They have to recognize that the laws are there and that they, like
all Canadians, have to obey them. In this case, if theright to strike
is being abused, we listened to the emergency debate last night. We
learned the position of the Reform Party. We will take the decision
that is favourable to all Canadians very soon.

[Translation]

BLACK LAKE BC MINE

Mr. Jean-Guy Chrétien (Frontenac—M égantic, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, on January 28, the federal government announced that it
was making a lump sum payment of $111 million for employees
affected by the decision to scale back operations at the Phalen mine
in Cape Breton. This plan included an early retirement program,
severance pay, and a training allowance.

Why does the Minister of Human Resources Development not
introduce a similar program for former employees of the BC mine
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in Black Lake, who have had to settle for the minister’s rhetoric
since the mine was closed?

[English]

Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (Minister of National Defence,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | can only answer with respect to the Cape
Breton development issue. In this case a workforce adjustment
package of $111 million will be provided to workers with fair
severance and early retirement packages.

® (1145)

A $68 million economic development package has been made
available to invest in the Cape Breton economy. Thisisin addition
to some $80 million already planned for investment through the
budgets of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Enter-
prise Cape Breton Corporation.

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Larry McCormick (Hastings—Frontenac—L ennox and
Addington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Agriculture and Agri-Food. How severe is the hurt to our interna-
tional reputation from this on again, off again public servant strike
against private grain company terminals on the west coast?

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as | informed the House yesterday, the
Canadian Wheat Board has already lost at least one sale of $9
million. Other customers are saying that because of their hesitancy
and their confidence in the reliability of supply that they do not
even want to talk. Farmers have taken enough of a blow to their
incomes because of export subsidies in other countries and interna-
tional prices.

We ask the workers to come back to the bargaining table, to do
the right thing, bargain in the reality of today and get the grain
moving for the benefit of the whole industry.

JUSTICE

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, Paul Gervais is a twice convicted pedophile. Instead of being
locked up for molesting nine boys this child predator was awarded
aconditional sentence and sent home free. It is not bad enough that
his victims suffered from his abuse but now they must endure the
abuse of a failed justice system.

I met with five of these young men last night. They asked me
some tough questions. On their behalf | ask the justice minister
why she will not change the law so that rather than setting child
molesters like Paul Gervais free, they go directly to jalil.

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justiceand Attor ney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have had occasion to speak on this question often in the House.
Obviously the opposition does not get it. The minister has written
to the justice committee asking the committee to study this issue.

Some hon. members: Oh. oh.
Ms. Eleni Bakopanos. They do not care about due process.

The Supreme Court of Canada will be rendering a decision very
soon. If the supreme court and the justice committee recommend it,
the minister will make the changes. She has said so in the House.

* k* %

MOUNT ROYAL COLLEGE

Mr. Art Hanger (Calgary Northeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
Mount Royal College in Calgary borders on the now closed
Canadian Forces Base Calgary. This college is overflowing in
capacity and has been that way for years now. There is a desperate
need for more room. It has been trying to negotiate afair price with
the federal government for a portion of the military base that has
been abandoned but the government wants profits instead at the
expense of students.

Will the President of the Treasury Board put the educational
needs of the students ahead of profit and give Mount Royal
College—

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Public Works and Govern-
ment Services.

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the policy of the Govern-
ment of Canada is to transfer land to anybody at market value.
Therefore if the Government of Albertawantsto negotiate it can do
so with Canadaland. For example, a school on the base was sold to
a private school at market value.

The Government of Canada has transferred a certain amount of
money to the province through the Minister of Finance for educa-
tion, health care and other social programs. | think the Government
of Alberta should negotiate and pay market value for that piece of
land.

PUBLICATIONS

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Deputy Prime Minister. It has to do with a
recent interpretation by Heritage Canada which puts at risk severa
catholic newspapers in the country, the Catholic Register, the
Prairie Messenger and a number of others.

Could the Deputy Prime Minister say whether the government is
prepared to abandon this interpretation and ensure the survival of
these catholic newspapers and other religious journals that may be
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affected by subsequent rulings if the government does not come to
its senses on this?

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the adjustment to the
policies is a result of the decision by the WTO to which the
Government of Canada is responding by complying. That has been
the consequence of the change in administering the subsidy. Some
magazines have been advised that they would lose their subsidy.
The government has agreed to review that in an attempt to
accommodate these magazines in the future, aswe have in the past.
That review is being carried out as we speak.

® (1150)

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
cannot believe the reach of the WTO is so deep that it would
threaten these newspapers. We truly have aworld government and
no national government when this kind of thing can happen.

| have a supplementary question for the Deputy Prime Minister
also having to do with freedom of expression. The Deputy Prime
Minister will be aware of arecent Ontario court decision having to
do with the elections act and various provisionsin it with respect to
smaller parties.

| wonder whether the Deputy Prime Minister could tell the
House now that the government will not be appealing this decision
and in the upcoming amendments to the elections act these
provisions, which have been struck down, will be changed so that
there will be greater freedom of access for smaller parties to the
Canadian €electoral system.

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as minister responsible for the
Canada Elections Act, | can tell my hon. colleague that theissueis
presently being reviewed. We are reviewing and analysing the
court decision in reference to the Figueroa case.

We will able to make a determination as to whether there will be
an appea probably within the next week or so.

In terms of when we will be introducing the revisions to the
elections act, | hope to be able to do so within the next few weeks.

PUBLIC WORKS AND GOVERNMENT SERVICES

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
we have learned that cost of operating the ministerial regiona
office in Fredericton for the first year is $484,000. Only three
cabinet ministers have used this office in the past year. That means
it cost taxpayers over $161,000 for each meeting. One can get a
hotel suite with an adjoining board room in Fredericton for $175 a

day.
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Will the minister shut down this money pit and end this
embarrassing habit?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, there used to be 26 regional
offices. We have cut themto 11, a21% saving. At the sametime we
have had a 34% increase in service. | think we have done the right
thing by reducing them from 11 to 26 .When ministers travel they
use common services which are a savings. We also give service to
Canadians.

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
although | could stand here and make fun of the minister’s math
skills all day, the redlity is that those MROs should be closed and
the money should be put to better use.

For example, in Plaster Rock and Florenceville, New Brunswick
kids have no recreation complex in which to play sports because
the government claimed there was no money for infrastructure
grants.

What is the minister’s priority, giving ministers and expensive
office they almost never use or providing kids with a place to learn
and grow?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this member isamember of
the Conservative Party. It had more than 26 regiona offices. We
have reduced them to 11. We are looking to cut costs as soon as
possible. Wherever possible, we will use space where a crown
property exists. We are looking at every expenditure. We will make
sure that when a minister travels across Canada there are no
obstacles to them serving and receiving Canadians.

DISASTERRELIEF

Hon. Sheila Finestone (Mount Royal, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
Canadian citizens who suffered from the ice storm of 1998 and
werein receipt of disaster relief are very concerned about how their
tax measures are to be handled by the Minister of National
Revenue.

What type of tax relief is being considered by the federa
government? Can the minister clarify the situation?

Ms. Beth Phinney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
National Revenue, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the revenue department is
sensitive to the losses to ice storm victimsin eastern Ontario, parts
of Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.

To assist Canadians in areas affected by the ice storm, in the
interest of fairness and flexibility, the department is offering relief
to the taxpayers who received financial assistance to help them
through their period of hardship. Ice storm victims will not have to
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include the amount of assistance in their income when they file
their 1998 income tax returns. The employers who gave financial
assistance to their employees will be able to deduct those payments
as business expenses.

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Méelville, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, as if farmers did not have enough problems fighting for their
survival, the minister of agriculture has now created a bureaucratic
nightmare.

® (1155)

The disaster application forms are 40 pages|ong and accountants
are charging farmers $500 and $1,000 to fill them out.

Why is the minister giving western grain producers more billsto
pay instead of the disaster assistance they desperately need?

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the comments the member just made are
absolutely false. | reviewed the package in the lobby this morning
an hour ago. There are a number of pages at the beginning that are
explanatory and obviously necessary so people and accountants
know. There are pages at the back of it that list beginning
inventory, ending inventory, income and expenses.

All an accountant has to do is transfer from the income tax and
from the business statement of the farm for the year over to there.
They do not have to create any new numbers whatsoever.

* Kk %

[Translation]

AGRICULTURE CANADA

Ms. Héléne Alarie (Louis-Hébert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, last week
we asked the Minister of Agricultureto look into the case of Lucien
Beaupré, an elk breeder who lost his entire herd due to the
negligence of Agriculture Canada veterinarians.

Has the minister looked into this, and can he tell us whether he
plansto award Mr. Beaupré fair and adequate compensation, aswas
done for the Prince Edward Island potato growers some years ago,
when they were the victims of an error by Agriculture Canada?

[English]

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the producer in question and those that have
animals destroyed because of reportable diseases are treated ac-
cording to the act and the regulations. Theindividual wastreated in
that way and it would be the same way whether it is an ek
producer, a sheep producer, a cattle producer or whatever. They
were treated equitably, as we aways do.

[Translation]

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mr. Yvon Godin (Acadie—Bathurst, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Human Resources Development’s progress report on
employment insurance confirms my findings during my tour across
the country: the minister's cuts are having painful results.

Naidawas refused sick benefits because she was two hours short.
Kelly, Sarah and numerous others did not get maternity benefits
because the minister requires 400 more hours than before.

The minister said he was waiting for the report before making
changes. Now that he has it in front of him, is he going to make
changes to employment insurance right away, to finally meet the
needs of the workers of this country?

[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, of course
the report is giving us the information with which to analyse the
results of our El reform. We will do that. We have to find out
exactly why in certain areas the number of claimsdid go down. We
want to do that.

| think the member is wrong on his maternity description. The
birth rate went down 4.6% but the number of claims, and therefore
benefits, went up dightly. As a percentage rate the number of
women receiving maternity benefits from the El system has
increased, not dropped.

[Translation]

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

Mr. André Bachand (Richmond—Arthabaska, PC): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister for International Trade.

On November 25, a specia panel was set up at the WTO to
decide on France's rejection of asbestos. However, the members of
this famous panel have yet to appointed, because the two countries
cannot agree. Under WTO provisions, if, after 20 days, thereis no
agreement, one of the countries can ask the director general of the
WTO to appoint people to this specia panel.

The panel has not sat. |s the Government of Canada today in the
process of asking the WTO director general to appoint the members
of this specia panel in order to reach a decision?

Hon. Sergio Marchi (Minister for International Trade, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, Canada is negotiating the composition of the WTO
specia panel. We think that agreement on the composition is
imminent, but should no agreement be reached soon, Canada is
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prepared to ask the director genera of the WTO to designate the
members of the specia panel.

[English]

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Bryon Wilfert (Oak Ridges, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, accessi-
bility to many communities in Northern Quebec is difficult and
often expensive due to reliance on air and sea transportation. The
Cree of northern Quebec have particularly been affected by the
situation.

® (1200)

Can the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
tell this House what the department is doing to respond to the
challenges faced by Cree communities in the James Bay area?

Mr. David Iftody (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Indian Affairsand Northern Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to thank the member for hisinterest in thisissue and his
good work on the standing committee on Indian affairs.

| am pleased to report to him and to the House that while we are
here today, my minister isin the community of Waskaganish in the
northern Quebec region signing an agreement with her Quebec
counterpart on a new $40 million road. It will connect for the first
time all the Cree communities to southern Quebec. | am pleased to
make that announcement. | thank the hon. member for his good
work on this file.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS
Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing

Order 36(8), | have the honour to table in both official languages
the government’s response to 10 petitions.

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West—Nepean, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | have the honour to present the 63rd report of the

Business of the House

Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding the
associate membership of the Standing Committee on Finance. If
the House gives its consent, | intend to move concurrence in this
report later this day.

Hon. Don Boudria: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. |
wish to seek unanimous consent for the following:

That, notwithstanding any standing order or usual practice of this House, a bill in
the name of the President of the Treasury Board, entitled an act to provide for the
resumption and continuation of government services, shal be disposed as follows:

1. Commencing when the said bill is read a first time and concluding when the
said bill isread athird time, the House shall not adjourn except pursuant to a motion
proposed by a minister of the crown and no Private Members' Business shall be
taken up;

2. The said hill may be read twice or thrice in one sitting;

3. After being read a second time, the said hill shall be referred to a committee of
the whole;

4. During consideration of the said bill, no division shall be deferred.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Does the hon. govern-
ment House leader have the unanimous consent of the House to
move the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Some hon. members. No.

® (1205)

BUSINESSOF THE HOUSE

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 56.1,
| move:

That, notwithstanding any standing order or usual practice of this House, a bill in
the name of the President of the Treasury Board, entitled an act to provide for the
resumption and continuation of government services, shal be disposed as follows:

1. Commencing when the said bill is read a first time and concluding when the
said bill isread athird time, the House shall not adjourn except pursuant to a motion
proposed by a minister of the crown and no Private Members' Business shall be
taken up;

2. The said hill may be read twice or thrice in one sitting;

3. After being read a second time, the said hill shall be referred to a committee of
the whole;

4. During consideration of the said bill, no division shall be deferred.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Will those members
who object to the motion please rise in their places.

And more than 25 members having risen:

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Morethan 25 members
having risen, the motion is withdrawn.

(Motion withdrawn)
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COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West—Nepean, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, if the House gives it consent, | move that the 63rd report
of the Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs
presented to the House earlier this day be concurred in.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): The House has heard
the motion as presented by the deputy government House leader. |s
there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

[Translation]

PETITIONS

GROUNDFISH

Mr. Yvon Godin (Acadie—Bathurst, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36, | am pleased to present two
petitions in the House.

In the first, 128 petitioners from the riding of Acadie—Bathurst
call on Parliament to set up a program to help those affected by the
groundfish moratorium.

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Yvon Godin (Acadie—Bathurst, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
second petition is signed by 616 Canadians from across the country
and calls for the creation of an independent El fund.

In addition, they are asking that El benefits be more easily
accessible and of longer duration.

® (1210)
[English]
WATER EXPORTS

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Val-
leys, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it isagain an honour to present a petition
pursuant to Standing Order 36 on behalf of anumber of residents of
Chase, Salmon Arm and the general Shuswap Lake area.

The petitioners are concerned about the recent developments
regarding the export of water and list a number of concerns they
have.

NUCLEARWEAPONS

Mr. John Bryden (Wentworth—Burlington, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | have the honour to present a petition from constituents in my

riding. They call on the government to support a timetable by the
year 2000 for the abolition of nuclear weapons worldwide.

* k% *
[Translation]

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | suggest that all
remaining questions be allowed to stand.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Is that agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

BANK ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-67,
an act to amend the Bank Act, the Winding-up and Restructuring
Act and other acts relating to financial institutions and to make
consequential amendments to other acts, be read the second time
and referred to a committee.

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it is of
course with great pride that | accepted to participate today in this
important debate on Bill C-67, which deals with the establishment
of foreign bank branches in Canada.

First, I would like to comment briefly on the speech of the
Secretary of State for International Financial Institutions, which is
most indicative of the quality of Bill C-67.

He said “This bill will alow us, we hope—". We hope. If |
introduced a bill, it would aim at achieving specific goals through
practical means. | would not merely make a wish, hoping it will
fulfil itself.

Before explaining the position of the Bloc Quebecois on thishill,
| must say that the attitude of the finance minister shows heis true
to himself. This minister is unable to look at the big picture with
respect to national finances. He has lost al credibility as our
national treasurer, because of both his budgetary forecasts and his
financial achievements. The Minister of Finance aways tries to
deal with acomplex and general situation with a careless approach
and in a piecemeal fashion.

We will recall how he dealt with the MacKay Report on the
future of financial services. The minister decided to ignore the true
issues raised in this massive report and dealt with only one aspect
of the document, bank mergers.
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Acting unilaterally, and without waiting for the publication of
the complete report of the Standing Committee on Finance, the
minister took position on the bank merger issue and, based on
incomplete preliminary data, decided to oppose the merger, *for
the time being” as he said, adding that he would see later what
could be done. This minister, who improviseson adaily basis, isan
amateur financier who has no dtrict timeline for his political
agenda.

The finance minister continues in the same vein with Bill C-67,
an act to amend the Bank Act, which will allow the establishment
of foreign banks. To alow foreign banks to open branches in
Canadawithout affording any protection to financial institutionsin
Quebec and Canada is to open our market without protecting
ourselves. How re-assuring it is to be represented by such a
government on the eve of negotiations with the World Trade
Organization.

Like his colleague the Minister of Agriculture, who weakened
Canada with his recent positions, the Minister of Finance is about
to act incoherently by opening our market against the interest of
our ingtitutions.

® (1215)

Did the finance minister take the time to read the MacKay
report? Is he really aware of the impact of this review? | doubt it.
The finance minister, like his Liberal colleagues, hastens to say he
consulted various socio-economic stakeholders involved in this
issue. | submit that is pure bunk.

| would like to know if the finance minister consulted the Deputy
Premier of Quebec before introducing Bill C-67. Was the president
of the Mouvement Degardins, Claude Béland, consulted? If so,
how?

The analysis of Bill C-67 leads us to the conclusion that this
piece of legislation introduced by the Minister of Finance is an
attack on the know-how and expertise of Quebec.

| draw your attention to clause 128, which amends the Office of
the Superintendent of Financial Institutions Act. Let us have a
closer look at clause 7.1, which says, and | quote:

7.1 (1) The Minister may, with the approval of the Governor in Council, enter into
agreements with the appropriate authority of a province

It goes on:

(a) with respect to the administration, application and enforcement of provincial
legislation in respect of trust, loan or insurance companiesincorporated or regul ated
by or under an Act of the legislature of the province;

(b) in order to authorize the Superintendent to exercise or perform the powers, duties
and functions on behalf of the appropriate authority of the province, that the
Minister may determine, in respect of trust, loan or insurance companies
incorporated or regulated by or under an Act of the legislature of the province; and

(c) in order to

Government Orders

(i) make applicablethe Trust and L oan Companies Act, the Insurance Companies
Act or thisAct, or any provisions of these Acts, and the regulations made under
any of these Acts, with the modifications that the Minister considers necessary,
in respect of trust, |oan or insurance companiesthat are incorporated or regulated
by or under an Act of the legislature of the province, and

(i1) limit the application of provincial legislation in respect of trust, loan or
insurance companies that are incorporated or regulated by an Act of the
legislature of the province.

We can see once again an undisguised attempt by the Minister of
Finance, through this legislation, to get involved in areas that come
under Quebec’s jurisdiction.

Every day, the Bloc Quebecois condemns the numerous federal
intrusions in areas of provincial jurisdiction, including those of
Quebec. Thisiswhy we are opposed to the principle of the bill and
will vote against it, unless satisfactory amendments are made to
section 7.1, which alows the federa government to squarely
intrude into Quebec’s areas of jurisdiction.

This one-way provision would alow the government to ap-
propriate and control Quebec’s know-how. This is why the Bloc
Quebecois is asking for the following amendments, which are
essential in the current context.

First, any agreement mentioned in section 7.1 should be the
result of government-to-government negotiations.

Second, section 7.1 should be amended to provide for reciproci-
ty. Under such reciprocity, the appropriate authority of a province,
and a provincial government, would enjoy the same privileges as
those enjoyed by the superintendent and the federal government
under section 7.1.

In other words, the Inspector General of Financia Institutions
and the Government of Quebec could subject federally chartered
financial institutions to Quebec laws.

Let us take a look at the main amendments found in Bill C-67.

The amendments set the general requirements that must be met
by a foreign bank to establish a branch in Canada, the type of
business that such a branch can conduct, and the standing regulato-
ry requirements that will have to be met. The bill also includes a
number of changes concerning the access by foreign banks to the
financial services sector.

® (1220)

Under the proposed system, on top of being allowed to establish
a Canadian subsidiary, foreign banks will be able to set up either a
full service branch or a loan branch.

We bemoan the lack of overall vision on the part of the
government regarding the future of the Canadian banking system
and financial markets.

Since 1993, the finance minister, who does not know where heis
going in this issue, has been improvising. He is putting at risk one
of the pillars of our economy, the financial services sector. He
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should listen to what the Bloc Quebecois has been telling him for
yearsnow, namely first strengthen our national industry, then open
the market, and finaly liberalize.

The Bloc Quebecois has always been of the opinion that the
merger debate should be seen as part of a broader debate on the
future of financial institutions. The same istrue of the bill before us
today.

The government is acting irresponsibly and, by refusing to
proceed cautiously according to the logical order suggested by the
Bloc Quebecois, is leaving Quebec and Canada open to inconsis-
tencies and discrepancies in the quality of services between poor
and rich regions, a glaring and on-going lack of fairness.

Let us not forget that, under the federal Insurance Companies
Act, afederally chartered insurance company or aforeign company
cannot sell policies in Canada to an insurance company set up
under provincia legislation. Only a federally chartered insurance
company, with the approval of the Minister of Finance, can buy
these blocks of business. This situation is unfair to Quebec
insurers.

This situation shows clearly that while our financial markets are
about to become more and more open to financial institutions, there
are till barriers between our own institutions and we do not have
full competitiveness within our own borders.

I remind the House that the Bloc Quebecois had proposed a
three-step approach which provides for amethodical opening up of
financial markets.

As afirst step, the Bloc asks the federal government to change
the ownership rules for banks and some of the accounting rulesin
order to allow and foster the grouping of medium and small size
financial ingtitutions into financial holdings.

For instance, a bank could join with alife insurance company, an
investment funds company and a brokerage. This first step would
allow the establishment in Quebec and in Canada of giant financial
institutions which would be able to truly compete with megabanks.

The government should allow a period of two to three years for
the establishment of these holdings, which would be subject to the
10% rule and whose operations would remain compartmentalized,
as is already the case for banks. We should begin by taking the
necessary means to encourage competition with new major players
on a global scale.

Second, the federal government could then allow bank mergers.
For instance, we would have on the Canadian market eight to ten
players of similar size and strength and we would therefore have
sound competition in our domestic financial sector.

Sound competition is vital if we want consumers and small and
medium size businesses throughout the country to have easy access
to services at competitive prices.

In the interest of fairness, the bank mergers should occur at the
same time that the multisector holdings become operational. All
players should be able to start at the same time.

At the same time, the Bloc Quebecois would call for a greater
democratization of banks and financial holdings along the propos-
als of the Quebec association for the protection of savers and
investors.

We would also ask for a mechanism to encourage and measure
the investments of banks and financial holdings in communities.

In view of the human aspect and of the socio-economic efforts of
this reform, the Bloc Quebecois will support measures aimed at
protecting access to financia services for the whole population
throughout the territory.

® (1225)

We will aso be calling for a mechanism for parliamentary
follow-up in order to measure the impact of the changes made on
competition, service charges, employment, access to credit, trans-
parency, and services to outlying and disadvantaged communities,
so as to be able to make the appropriate corrections and adjust-
ments as we go aong, if need be.

Third, the federal government could open up the Canadian
financial services market completely to international competition.

Having made it possible for the small players in Quebec and
Canadato join forces, there are less grounds for concern that they
will disappear or pass into the hands of foreign companies as soon
as the market is opened up to international competition.

| remind hon. members that our concern has always been, and
will aways be, to increase the competitivity of all sectors of
financial services in Quebec and in Canada, and to increase the
competition in al of Quebec and Canada. More competition means
better and better-priced services for consumers and small and
medium-sized businesses throughout the country. Enhancing com-
petition is one of the concerns of the Bloc Quebecois.

We are also concerned with making these changes equitably. All
those involved in the financial sector must have an equal opportu-
nity to make changes so as to enhance their domestic and interna-
tional position, for example, by alowing financia holdings which
bring together institutions from various sectors.

Hon. members will agree with me that today’s debateis liable to
have a great impact on our society. We must always remember that
public interest comes first and that there are people behind the
figures.

In this sense, the Bloc Quebecois has always advocated the
establishment of a parliamentary committee to oversee banks and
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financial institutions, which would periodically check whether
consumers and SMBs are well served at competitive prices
throughout Quebec and Canada, regardless of their personal
wealth. We have advocated the entry of new playersinto the market
to increase competition and thus improve service to consumers.

| should mention that Quebec is at the forefront in protecting
consumer interests. In October 1998, Quebec announced the
establishment of the Bureau des services financiers to protect the
public.

It receives public complaints, ensures the law respecting the
distribution of financia products and servicesis applied, setsup an
insurance information and reference centre to give consumers
access to clear and complete information, establishes a fund to
provide compensation in the event of fraud, keeps a record of
offices, independent companies and independent representatives
and issues certificates to representatives.

To avoid overlap, the federal government should give Quebec
the role of protecting consumers in the area of financial services.

The Bloc Quebecois also advocated greater democratization of
the banks. We share the concerns of Yves Michaud in this regard.

Moreover, | want to remind you that the Bloc Quebecois is the
only party to have tabled a bill on community reinvestment. We
want the banks and other financial institutions to fulfil their socia
role and to be transparent about the means and objectivesinvolved.

To conclude, | repeat that without appropriate amendments to
permit government to government negotiations, we will vote
against Bill C-67.

[English]

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Val-
leys, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | want to acknowledge my Reform friend
for co-operating earlier. | appreciate it very much.

® (1230)

Bill C-67, an act to amend the Bank Act, the Winding-up and
Restructuring Act and other acts relating to financial institutions
and to make consequential amendments to other acts, is opening
the door to foreign banks coming into Canada. Let us make that
clear.

We have heard about some of the concerns raised by others,
some of the benefits and so on. | will venture out and do something
that | think is unusua for a politician and attempt to predict the
future. | have no corner on wizardry or looking into a crystal ball,
but it does not take much crystal ball gazing to figure out what is
going on.

The other day | said that sometimes when | stand in the House to
make a speech | fedl a bit like a eunuch. | do not mean that in any
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kind of personal sense. | mean it in a helpless sense, in kind of a
worthless sense. What is the point? It is sort of the opposite of the
Viagraissue. Why are we doing this? Sometimes | feel like| am a
great big thick rubber stamp with ink all over one side of me, and
every now and then | am asked to rubber stamp something that is
going on.

| have a choice. | am either a eunuch or a rubber stamp. | will
probably go with the rubber stamp classification. Why do | feel this
way? Those in the gallery, those watching television, those listen-
ing in and those who will read Hansard or perhapswatch the CPAC
version later today will be under the impression that we are
debating whether or not to proceed with alowing foreign banks
into the country. There will be some good ideas, some bad idesas,
concerns and so on, but there will be an impression that we are
actually debating this issue and that the debate has some conse-
quence.

It does not. It has no consequence at al. Just as sure as the sun
came up this morning, the legislation will pass expeditiously. It is
not because most parties will support it. It will pass expeditiously
because the government has committed to the World Trade Orga-
nization to pass the legidation by end of June.

What does all thismean? Let uslook at the details. First we got a
clue, not from the Canadian government, not from any government
press release, but from the Wall Street Journal. Those of us who
read the Wall Street Journal on November 10, 1997, would have
noticed the article “‘ Financial services talks heat up”. That article
stated that Canada would submit a revised offer committing itself
to open branch banking to other WTO members. In other words,
Canada made a commitment on November 10, 1997 to open up its
doors to foreign banks. We did not learn about that in Canada. We
had to read it in the Wall Street Journal.

On December 12 a government press release came out stating
that Canada welcomed WTO financial services agreement. Ser-
vices such as banks and insurance companies of a foreign nature
would have access to Canada. That was the formal announcement.

Just afew days later guess what other announcement was made?
It was the announcement that the Royal Bank and the Bank of
Montreal were to merge. They had read the newspapers as well.
They were aware that the Canadian government had negotiated a
deal with the World Trade Organization to allow foreign banks to
come into Canada. The Royal Bank and the Bank of Montreal said
they had to do something about it. They had to get a little tougher
and bigger and merge in order to confront the foreign banks being
allowed into Canada and made that announcement. This apparently
shocked the Minister of Finance.

Knowing the discussions that take place around these issues, |
suspect the banks were aware of the discussionsin the World Trade
Organization regarding financial ingtitutions. | am sure the Depart-
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ment of Finance would have been in touch with the major banks of
Canada to aert them to this fact.

What did the Minister of Finance expect, that the Canadian
bankswould just sit there and say that any foreign bank could come
into the country and be able to operate? They had to take some
steps to protect themselves, and merging was one of the options.

I will make a prediction today. Soon, because of the foreign
banks that will be coming into Canada, in particular at the
commercia level, and because of the increased competition from
these great big foreign banks we will have to revisit the idea of
bank mergers. In order to compete the Canadian banking industry
will have to take on the international banking giants. They are too
small todo it on their own so they will have to mergein some form.
Will the Minister of Finance be open to some aspect of merging?

® (1235)

We now understand the changing world conditions and the
changing conditions of international banking. We have huge Amer-
ican, European and Japanese banks now operating in Canada at the
commercial level. We have to protect our Canadian banks and
allow them to grow. Then the debate will be over and mergers will
be announced in due course.

That is my prediction. | hope | am wrong in my prediction but
that is the way | suggest things are likely to evolve.

What does the legislation do? | listened to my friend, the
secretary of state for financia services. He is a man of great
integrity. He is aman whose words | listen to carefully and whom |
often support. | am encouraged by his openness. We will notice in
today’'s issue of Hansard that on theissue of whether foreign banks
coming into Canada will help the small business community he
said hopefully. That was his word. He was hopeful the foreign
banks would be providing services to Canadian small business that
are in search of capital.

| give the minister credit because he certainly did not say that
this would be good news for small business. He said that he was
hopeful. 1 give him credit for being hopeful at least. Surely we
ought to do something more than simply being hopeful that small
business will have better access to capital. | will set that aside for
NOW.

Anybody who believes for amoment that Bill C-67 will resultin
foreign banks coming in and providing much needed competition
for the citizens of Canadais dreaming in Technicolor. That will not

happen.

It is clear. They are here. They are interested in commercial
banking. Their primary interest is not in retail banking. They tried
that. We had all kinds of foreign banks coming to Canada in an
effort to provide retail competition. Most of them have left or have
identified a small niche market which they are in at the moment.

By and large, expansion in the retail banking sector by aforeign
bank will simply not happen. The big Canadian banks have that
market pretty well sewed up. There will be a creaming off of the
system. We will have increased numbers of foreign banks compet-
ing with our national banks to get the best business.

One thing about big business is that it does not now rely on
Canada's banks. Big business has access to capital on a global
scale. It can access capital in Europe. It can access capital in the
United States. It can access capital in Asia.

This is not necessarily a problem. Basically we will have some
big banking giants competing with our banking giants for the very
lucrative top end commercial market. That is fair enough. That is
what will happen. That is what the banks say they areinterested in.
They are not interested in providing more competition at the retail
level.

In other words, they are not interested in providing competition
that will benefit the people of Canadain any meaningful way. They
will not open branches in small communities. They will not open
branches in rura communities. They will not provide better
services in small towns of Canada or in the suburbs of our cities.

They will be on the main street. They will be on the Bay Streets
of Canada competing for the international global capital market.
That iswhere they will be. Let us understand the average Canadian
citizen will not benefit by the existence of foreign banks in this
country.

For those people who are operating small businesses in Canada,
for those people who are probably operating medium size busi-
nesses, for those people who are self-employed, running home
based businesses or small operations, foreign banks will be of little
if any help at all. That is not the market foreign banks are looking
for.

In terms of the problems of accessing capital, the problems of
establishing good operating lines of credit, and the problems of
accessing money for small entrepreneurs, for small business
operators and for self-employed individuals will not be assisted in
any meaningful way by alowing large foreign banks to open
operations in Canada.

® (1240)

The legidation says that to open an account the minimum
deposit is $150,000. How many people have $150,000 to deposit
into abank just like that? We are talking about a certain amount of
people, not average individuals interested in the banking services
of Canada

When | listen to some of my friends saying this will create
competition for Canadian banks in terms of getting them to lower
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their service charges and so on, it is just by and large dreaming in
Technicolor. That will not happen.

An hon. member: They will probably go up.

Mr. Nelson Riis: As my friend from Winnipeg says, they will
probably even go up.

An hon. member: They will be losing money to the other guys.

Mr. Nelson Riis: They will be losing money to the other guys
and have to go elsewhere for their profits. Service charges are a
lucrative aspect and something they could easily introduce.

Let us acknowledge very clearly the debate we are having today.
The legislation will go to committee, come back here for debate
and off to the Senate. That is essentially meaningless becauseitisa
done deal. The government commitment at the World Trade
Organization back in December 1997 was that it would do this.
Therefore parliament is irrelevant. Parliamentarians are irrelevant.
The finance committee is irrelevant.

Let us consider what we are doing today. We are talking about a
major change to Canada's banking. We have just gone through a
long process of looking into the future of Canada's financia
services sector. A huge report was recently tabled.

The government says it will come out with a white paper to talk
about the future of the financial service sector in Canada over
maybe the next decade or two or three. Why are we taking this
decision today on introducing foreign banking? This seems to be
the cart before the horse. The horse is not out of the barn and the
cart is aready running down the road. There is something wrong
with this process.

An hon. member: You know what the cart is full of.

Mr. Nelson Riis: My friend says that we know what the cart is
full of. Yes, we probably do know what it is full of. That is why |
say | feel like a rubber stamp today. | know that by and large the
debate is absolutely meaningless in terms of having any influence
on the future outcome of the legislation. It isincredibly frustrating.

There is another aspect to the legislation. | listened carefully to
the explanation of the secretary of state on how this would be
helpful to the average citizen. | made some notes as well. |
probably used my own wording. | do not think he said it was some
version of the trickle down approach, but that was my interpreta-
tion of what he was talking about.

If we could provide large foreign banks with an opportunity to
come into Canada and compete with our banks at the upper end
level of huge corporate business, he said that the benefits would
eventually trickle down to the normal folks of the country. In other
words, give a break to the large international banking community,
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the large international banks, be patient and eventually the benefits
will trickle down to the average citizen.

An hon. member: There are no breaks.

Mr. Nelson Riis: | hear what my friend says. We are just
changing Canadian legislation to alow greater access for large
foreign banks to come into the country. That is a pretty major
change in how banking is conducted here.

The secretary of state for financial services said that he had faith
in the trickle down approach. He said if we waited long enough
eventually the good things would trickle down on us. If average
Canadians were asked if they wanted to be trickled on, they would
say no. Being trickled on is not something they find attractive.
They probably feel they have been trickled on for a long time.

An hon. member: They are probably trickled off.

Mr. Nelson Riis: They are probably trickled off at this point.
Getting trickled on, which iswhat the legidation is all about, is not
the kind of thing we want to see in Canada.

We would maybe welcome a change in legidation if in fact it
meant that there would actually be real competition so the average
citizen would benefit by lower service charges, by a greater range
of services and by easier access to financial services. The legida
tion will do the opposite. It will put pressure on the existing
banking system to cut back to enable it to compete at the high end
level.

What does cutback mean? It means awhole bunch of people will
lose their jobs. A whole bunch of people will lose access to
branches in their various communities. Branches will be closed.
The banks have already acknowledged this. The Royal Bank the
other day suggested that it would have to cut back at last $400
million in the next little while.

Cutting back $400 million means awholelot of people who have
jobs today will not have them. A whole lot of people will be
inconvenienced so that the Royal Bank of Canada can compete at
the upper end of the commercial lending market.

® (1245)

What is our job here? Isit not our job as elected representatives
to protect the interests of ordinary people? We do not have to
protect the interests of banks. Goodness, they have small armies of
lawyers, financial experts and lobbyists and unlimited amounts of
money. They do not need our protection.

The average Canadian expects us to represent their interests.
That is why the folly of this debate today and this discussion is to
givetheillusion to people sitting in the gallery that somehow thisis
an important debate when the deal was cut two years ago when the
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Minister of Finance said ‘I promise that we will pass legidation
permitting foreign banks in Canada before June 1999".

What are we doing here? We al are like a bunch of rubber
stamps. Stamp, stamp, stamp, that is all we end up doing now. As
long as we understand we are just rubber stamps, then that is fair
enough, but let us not pretend to anybody listening to this debate
that this is meaningful in any way. The Minister of Finance has
decided on this.

L et usunderstand what thisreveals. Who runs this country? Who
runs this government? Is it the members of parliament elected by
their constituents who make decisions? The answer is clearly no. Is
it the cabinet that sits there in secret and makes decisions? The
answer is absolutely no. One person sitting over there makes all the
decisions, the Minister of Finance. He made the decision on
whether we should have foreign banking. Was it discussed among
the Liberal caucus members? No, it was not.

An hon. member: Read our report.

Mr. Nelson Riis: The report came after this was signed. My
Liberal friend reveals the problem. The Liberals did not start the
report until after this was signed, sealed and delivered. He reveals
the fact that he actually thinks he is not a eunuch. He actually
thinks he has some energy, that he has some role to play. He does
not. Heis just anice piece of backdrop that every now and againis
asked to bleat, what we call voting, and that is his job.

Let us understand that when we debate legislation like Bill C-67
we are acknowledging one moretimein along list of acknowledge-
ments that one person runs this country and runs this government,
the Minister of Finance. He decides now on education policy. He
decides on health care policy. He decides on environmental policy.
He decides everything.

Once again, should we have foreign banks? My friend says there
was a committee roaming the country looking into this. | am on the
finance committee. We actually study this. It was all after the fact,
after the Minister of Finance had committed to the world that thisis
what the Government of Canada would do on a particular day, and
that is what we are doing. That is why this is really a frustrating
place sometimes.

| like the Minister of Finance. He is a smart guy. He is not an
expert on health care, education and so on. Maybe foreign banking
is getting close. That is not the way we are supposed to work in this
place. Members of parliament are supposed to have some role in
deciding on the appropriateness of certain legislation.

| lament the fact, | regret the fact that we are living in a
dictatorship. Itisakind of elected dictatorship, because we do elect
the dictator every four or five years, but basically once that is done,
that is it. We are al a bunch of rubber stamps. We sit here and
stamp ourselves and that isit, and the Minister of Finance decides
what will go on.

It is an elected dictatorship in the hands of the Minister of
Finance who now decides all types of economic and social policy
and al types of foreign policy. Look at our defence budget. Who
decides on the nature of Canada's armed forces? Is it the minister
of defence? No, it isthe Minister of Finance because he decides on
the financia ability of our armed forces to develop the infrastruc-
ture they require.

This is frustrating. | am frustrated. | know other members of
parliament are frustrated. They are shaking their heads. Even some
Liberals are shaking their heads one way or the other. | know the
people of Canada are frustrated because they know that the
government ignores them. They say they feel alienated. They feel
left out of the circle. Of course they should feel alienated because
they are left out. They are not considered. Their views are not
considered.

We do not support the trickle down theory of economics. We do
not like the idea of foreign banks coming into the country and not
providing any useful services to the average Canadian. We lament
the fact that this debate isirrelevant. What | am saying is that we
will not be voting in favour of the legidation.

® (1250)

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to ask the hon. member a question. | could have asked
him off the record but then the people of Canada would not have
benefited from his answer. The member was speaking about the
way this legislation has its origin in the WTO and in the interna-
tional financial services agreement which was signed by this
government a day before the Royal Bank and the Bank of Montreal
announced their intention to merge or issue their wedding bands or
however one wants to describe this.

That was no coincidence. What struck me at the time was the
false outrage of the Minister of Finance who claimed to be totally
shocked and surprised that the banks might be considering this
when in fact the day before the government had signed an
agreement which in some ways precipitated the banks' considering
the advisability of merging, something we are against but which
nevertheless we recognize was effected by the signing of this
financial services agreement.

Would the member care to comment more on that sequence
which is something | do not think the Canadian public was fully
aware of then or is fully aware if now? There is the way the
government prejudiced the outcome of the entire organization of
our banking industry by signing this agreement with no debate in
the House of Commons beforehand, and still no debate until today.
Now it expects us to pass something as significant as this after
about two hours of debate. Clearly this is not something we are
prepared to co-operate in. We feel thiskind of thing should receive
more debate and | am sure the member would want to help that
happen by commenting on what | have just said.
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Mr. Nelson Riis. Mr. Speaker, once again the member for
Winnipeg—Transcona has asked the kind of intelligent, thoughtful
and probing questions we do not hear enough of in the House. My
friend asked me to give a short history lesson.

People who read the Wall Street Journal would have noticed on
November 10, 1997 a small article stating that Canada would be
submitting a revised offer on that day committing itself to open
branched banking to other WTO members. We were perplexed by
this because we had not heard about the government negotiating
WTO's openness for foreign banking. There had been discussions
of foreign banking but we thought it would wait until the finance
committee report was submitted to the House and until other
reports underway had been completed.

We were perplexed so we made someinquiriesin the House. We
found out that the government had been negotiating changes to the
financia servicesact for sometime, that it had been negotiating the
best way to open up Canada to foreign banks. This made every-
body’s ears perk up.

On December 12 we got an elaborate news release stating that
Canadawas now welcoming the WTO financial services agreement
which would open up Canada to foreign banks and foreign insur-
ance companies. There was no debate here, not even a ministerial
statement. Unless we had the inside track through the office of the
Minister of Finance, there would be no way the ordinary citizen
even knew this was taking place until it was announced. Was it
announced in the House of Commons? No. That would be the last
place. It was announced in the national press theatre. That iswhere
the announcements are. Why would you make an announcement in
such an irrelevant place? It feeds into this cynicism.

As my friend said, then the banks came out with their notice.
They said if the Government of Canada has just alowed the
floodgates to be open for foreign banks, they have to do something
and they have been thinking about a merger so they will announce
their intention to look at merging.

® (1255)

We see the sequence. | add one more element to what | said
earlier. Now that the foreign banks are coming in, and the biggest
foreign banks now have access to Canada, we will soon hear a case
to lower the 10% ownership level for our banking system. Then we
will see more bank mergers announced because we will have no
choice under the WTO.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | listened with great interest to my hon. colleague. | thought it
was a great speech.

| really do not have a question for him other than | would like to
hear him elaborate at greater length about the elected dictatorship
in this country.

Government Orders

Mr. Nelson Riis: Mr. Speaker, this is a little off the topic but |
guess not realy when we are trying to make the point that the
Minister of Finance essentially runs the show now and heisrun by
the WTO.

What we are saying is that we are becoming irrelevant now in
terms of what is important. Earlier today in question period my
friend asked a question about catholic newspapers. The parliamen-
tary secretary indicated that one of the reasons they took this action
was because of the World Trade Organization. Now catholics from
coast to coast to coast who are looking forward to their publication
on aregular basis may not see it anymore because of the World
Trade Organization’s ruling. What does the World Trade Organiza-
tion have to do with whether catholics get a decent news letter?
That is what it has come to.

Mr. Roy Cullen (Etobicoke North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
member for Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Valleys is an
experienced member of the House but | am wondering if his
constituents are listening. If he feels eunuch like, maybe the
constituents would be better advised to send a member of the
government side to this Chamber.

As part of atask force chaired by the member for Trinity—Spa-
dina, it was the members on this side who recommended strongly
against the bank mergers. Lo and behold the government did not
allow the bank mergers to go through. Maybe the member over
there feels eunuch like, but not the members on this side.

| ask the member a question with respect to his comments. He
talked about the trickle down theory and about al the breaks that
were being given to these foreign banks. | wonder if he could cite
any of those breaks. What this bill is about, if the member had read
the bill, is breaking down the barriers to entry and creating more
affordable and accessible financial services for all Canadians. Can
he identify the breaks to the foreign banks mentioned in this bill?

Mr. Nelson Riis: Mr. Speaker, | thought my friend actually
answered his own question when he said what changes are being
made to benefit foreign banks.

That iswhat the whole act is about. There are 141 pages of ways
and means to permit, encourage and enable foreign banks to access
the Canadian capital market. That iswhat thisis al about. In other
words, it removes the barriers that presently exist against foreign
banks. If that is not helping foreign banks | do not know what is.
We are saying we are now open for business for foreign banks to
come in and cream off the top of the market. That iswhat thisisall
about.

My friend reminded me of something that | forgot to say in my
speech, the Liberal task force on bank mergers. | will ask this
rhetorical question. Did the Minister of Finance have the courtesy
to ask the members of the House of Commons who represent all the
people of Canada, not just those who support Liberals but people
who support the Reform Party, the Bloc Quebecois, the Progressive
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Conservative and the New Democratic Party, to seek the views of
Canadians as to whether the banks should merge? No. He asked
some of his backbenchers to keep him out of trouble. It must get
awfully boring sitting there bleating all the time. Rather than bleat
for the next few weeks they can go out, travel around and then he
will tell them what to say in the end.

| use that again as an example of the Minister of Finance and the
government abusing this place. They do not ask MPs to do
something. They ask abunch of Liberal flacksin the back row to do
something. That is not the way it is supposed to work.

® (1300)

[Translation]

Mr. André Bachand (Richmond—Arthabaska, PC): Mr.
Speaker, | followed this debate with a great deal of interest,
including the comments of the hon. member for Kamloops,
Thompson and Highland Valleys, who displayed an unprecedented
degree of frustration with government members.

The hon. member for Kamloops, Thompson and Highland
Valleys has been here for quite some time. He can usually live with
his frustration. If he ever has problems, he can aways go to a
therapist, including one from the Reform Party.

My colleague and friend, the hon. member for Sherbrooke, also
expressed a great deal of concern about clause 7.1. | hope the
decision not to support the bill will not be based on clause 7.1.
After al, that clause includes the key word “may’’. As members
know, there are many problems concerning financial institutionsin
Quebec.

What happensisthat the financial system is changing because of
the WTO, among other factors. But the problem ismore global than
that. It is not the first time that we go through this kind of major
change. We experienced a similar situation 25 or 30 years ago,
when federal and provincial legidation was adjusted. Quebec had
made legidative changes to prepare the ground for the major
shakeup that had taken place.

These changes had a very negative impact on certain lending
institutions in Quebec but, in the end, consumers were the winners.

What is clear is that today’s bill is the result of WTO negoti-
ations. This bill should have been debated in the House shortly
after the WTO hearings. Officially we were told we had to wait for
the report on bank mergers, but in truth, the finance minister
wanted to wait for the decision on bank mergersto avoid giving the
banks any legal argument regarding the fact that foreign banks are
beating a path to our door. They are now in. It is made official by
this bill, they are moving in.

Is Canada ready for this? |s Quebec ready for this? Probably not.
The government made political hay on the issue of bank mergers. |

can guarantee that this same government. which prevented bank
mergers from happening in 1998, will alow them to go ahead in
2000 or 2001. Mark my words. It said no then, it will say yes later.
Why? It will argue that the international environment has changed.
The proof will bein the fact that Bill C-67 will have been passed by
this House.

The move towards bank mergersin Canadais not over. What we
and others fear however isthat bank mergers will lead to a massive
concentration of financial markets, insurance and car loans.

It was also feared that bank mergers would bring about a major
reduction in services to savers in Quebec and Canada, particularly
in rural areas. Guess what is happening today? Bank mergers are
not allowed to go ahead.

A number of banks announced massive layoffs. Many banks, big
and medium one, will announce branch closures. In Quebec, the
flagship caisses populaires have announced—and will be discuss-
ing on the weekend—a major reorganization of local caisse
populaire federations. Over 300 small caisses populaires in remote
areas are going to close. Massive layoffs are taking place through-
out Canada’s financial sector. And there have been no bank mergers
yet.

This has been made into a strictly political issue and the broader
picture largely ignored. Yes, foreign banks are entering the country
and yes, foreign banks will increasingly take hold. Yes, it is true
that, with computer technology, an American credit card can be
used to pay hills in the United States, that a car can be bought
through the Internet, and an American loan taken out as well. All
that is true.

Bill C-67 legalizes only a small part of what is now going on
internationally. Whether we like it or not, even though the major
banks have not been alowed to merge, magjor changes are still
taking place.

® (1305)

And yet, the number of branches is till dropping. And yet, the
job losses expected to follow bank mergers are occurring; it is just
less obvious. The Minister of Finance has arranged not to be held
responsible for branch closings and job losses by saying no to the
bank merger.

These branch closings and layoffs are therefore being blamed on
the nasty Canadian banks and Quebec’s mean caisses populaires. It
is their fault, and the ministers of finance in Ottawa and Quebec
City are off the hook.

A wonderful opportunity has been lost to set up afinancia safety
net for the savings of Canadians. We missed an opportunity. At
present, there are no bank mergers but there is no financial safety
net either. In remote areas in Quebec and Canada, branches are
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closing, services are being reduced and fees arerising. Thisiswhat
is going on. And yet, there have been no bank mergers.

Bill C-67 will legalize something we aready know is coming.
There will be a complete reorganization. At the end of this year or
at the beginning of the year 2000, there will be other applications
for mergers.

We can be wiser, because Canadian banks know that the
American and foreign institutions are coming. There could be a
legidative change which would not bring official mergers of
Canadian financial ingtitutions. However, the legidation says
nothing about services agreements, at present. We should not be
surprised if the Royal Bank, the Bank of Montreal, the Toronto
Dominion Bank, the CIBC and Scotia Bank sign service agree-
ments without going as far as merging.

In a town with a population of 6,000, for instance Asbestos in
Quebec, where there are several bank branches, we can be sure that
one of these branches will close while the other remains open.
There will be service agreements. Each branch will keep its sign
outside, but the number of branches of each bank will be reduced.

If there are no legidlative changes, the government will have to
deal with the situation and alow one or several bank mergers, or
passabill at thelast minute to set terms for bank mergers or service
agreements between financial institutions, otherwise the market in
Canada and Quebec will be taken over by foreigners and we will
not be prepared for it.

Yes, we are open to competition. Yes, we are not afraid to have
our ingtitutions and businesses compete in the United States. Yes,
we are prepared to let the Americans into our country with their
financial services. But can we be prepared with a financial safety
net, which will guarantee that the people of Quebec and of the rest
of the county will be protected?

Reduced service charges, more customer services, continued
services to rural areas, these are some of the demands that were
made when the whole issue of bank mergers was being discussed.
Unfortunately, the issue got rather clouded and today Bill C-67
reflects only part of the discussions.

Bill C-67, which wasto be voted on in the House, washeld up in
order not to give the financial ingtitutions that wanted to merge the
legidative argument that ““ Yes, it is true, the foreign banks are on
the way here”.

If one goes out and asks people in the street, they will say “We
are fine now. Those big bad banks did not merge, so we will be
protected. I'll still have my local branch. I'll still have my teller;
service charges won't go up too much; | won't have to deal with
that darned banking machine too often”. That is what they think,
but that is not what is going to happen.

Government Orders

If there is an agreement, what we need in this country is not
subsidiaries, but actua branches. There is a $150,000 investment,
and some people see this as positive, as an element of protection.
The only ones that will benefit from competitive service will bethe
people who are better off. That is a pity, because it was one of the
arguments used by the Reform Party.

They also said that the $150,000 figure was negative, since it
deprived all Canadians financial consumers, all Canadians wishing
to save money, of any entitlement to more competition.

® (1310)

Unfortunately, we do not have the overal picture. The MacKay
report was good, becauseit did provide the overall picture. But who
has read the report among those who use their bank cards daily or
go to the bank every Thursday to deposit their pay cheques? No
one. The only thing that is remembered from the MacKay report is
that it was against bank mergers. But it did not end there. It was
much more than that.

It was awake-up call about what we can expect from the banking
industry at the international level, but the issue was not addressed
in the House. We will miss the boat.

| mentioned the MacKay report. Bill C-67 only provides that
foreign banks have to open branches, instead of subsidiaries. There
is no one on the face of this earth who can make any sense out of
this bill.

What it means is that, first of al, the financia environment will
make it easier for foreign banks to set up shop in this country.
Second, branches will close, jobswill be lost, services charges will
go up and services will be reduced in rural areas.

The new legislation will come into force and people will say
“We have a problem. One option is to reduce the minimum
$150,000 loans.” Foreign banks will be brought down to the level
of other banks, to the level of branches, not subsidiaries, just
branches. Watch out for what will happen during the next two
years.

At that point the foreign banks will do their lobbying. Financial
institutions, including the caisses populaires in Quebec—do not be
surprised of they make agreements; they have already done so, but
the Mouvement Desjardins will be reaching agreements with others
in order to meet the competition—will be amalgamating and
entering into service agreements more and more.

Then there will be a problem in the regions and with the SMBs.
BDC reports will prove there are financing problems for SMBs.
The government will be running around trying to put out as many
fires as possible. They will not be prepared for the inevitable, that
is, international competition within a country. That is today's
reality—international competition within a country. That is
today’'s financial reality, and we have to live with it.
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Credit is even harder for people to obtain, and yet banks will not
be amalgamating. There is nothing. People earning a lower or
middle income have alot harder time borrowing today than five or
ten years ago. And yet the interest rates are low.

Look at consumer protection groups. Look at what is happening
in Quebec with the difficulty in borrowing. The guarantees they
want are incredible. In the past, they wanted your shirt; now they
want your pants, your underwear, your socks and those of your
parents and your uncles. That is what they want when you borrow
these days. Why? Because the banks and the caisses populairesin
Quebec cleaned out their financial portfolios.

Financial institutions have financial ratings for borrowers like
you and me. Mr. Speaker, | know yours is excellent. A bank may,
for example, have a rating between 1 and 9. One is the best rating
and it is yours, Mr. Speaker. A Reformer would probably get a
rating of nine. Why? Because that party is amost at the end of its
political life. We do not know what rating the Conservatives would
get.

An hon. member: And what about the Bloc?
Mr. André Bachand: The Bloc? That would be 5.5.

What happened is that financial institutions did a cleanup. One
of them, which | will not name, decided that it would get rid of all
its customers' accounts with arating of 6, 7, 8, 9 and even 5. This
means that if you are a customer and have a hard time making ends
meet, when the time comes to renew your personal loan or
whatever, the bank informs you that it will not renew your loan. It
cleans up its financia portfolio.

® (1315)

All of sudden, the customer is faced with the bank’s refusa to
renew the financing. Think about the person who goes looking for
alternative financing. In the old days, Household Finance, not to
mention it, was there just in case. Even that institution has
tightened up its lending conditions, now.

The situation regarding our country’s financial institutions was
not planned properly. Many changes occur and people are very
concerned. If we look at what is going on in Quebec, or in the rest
of the country, we can see that people are worried about what will
happen to services.

| see my Bloc Quebecois colleague nodding. People in Quebec
are very concerned about what is going on. My colleague, the
member for Sherbrooke, explained it very well. Right before an
election, the Government of Quebec introduced a legidative
amendment allowing people to be more closely involved, by filing
complaints about financial institutions in Quebec, including the
caisses populaires.

What power does this body have? To receive complaints, the
way the ombudsman does? It has no legidative authority, just
political.

Bill C-67 represents an obligation, with international agreements
that must be observed. | cannot examine the bill from afiscal point
of view today. | am sure memberswould be able to follow me, but |
do not really know myself what | would say. It is a very complex
issue.

My criticism is that this bill should have been discussed rapidly
after the agreement between all the WTO countries with aview to
standardizing the international financial system. That is when it
should have been done. This was a political issue. | use the word
political, rather than economic or financial, advisedly. The political
issue was bank mergers.

Apples and oranges were compared, oil was thrown on the fire,
and things were confused generally with respect to the banking
issues. It is most unfortunate.

In future, | hope that the necessary time will be taken to ensure
that there is a financial safety net for Quebeckers and all Cana-
dians. They will need one.

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, some aspects of our colleague’s speech were most inter-
esting, even though he got carried away at times.

Regarding his assessment of the Reform Party’s political future,
| think we would have a consensus. Regarding the Bloc Quebecois,
| think the mark would be close to 9. And regarding the Conserva-
tive Party, | understand everything is possible.

Having said that, | want to ask my colleague aquestion. | believe
there is one concern he shares with many members of the House,
namely access to financial services.

| represent the riding of Hochelaga—Maisonneuve. In 20 years,
the number of bank branches in my riding went from 20 to four.
Access to financial services has become a problem for the most
disadvantaged among us.

Mr. Mauril Bélanger: Then why did you support bank mergers?

Mr. Réal Ménard: | do not know whether the member for
Ottawa—Vanier is speaking up to encourage me to go on, but the
fact is—

Mr. Mauril Bélanger: Why did you support bank mergers?

Mr. Réal Ménard: Mr. Speaker, the member for Ottawa—Vani-
er is a little confused, but | will straighten things out for him.

The Bloc Quebecois was almost unanimous in saying that it
would accept bank mergers as long as there would be guarantees
with regard to access to capital, the Community Reinvestment Act
and, most importantly, the ability of people to be served at any
branch.
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That said, the question | want to put to my colleague from
Richmond—Arthabaska, an interesting speaker in this Parliament,
is the following. Would he agree that, if we did what the United
States has done and passed a law on community reinvestment, it
would be the best thing to happen to the economically weak?

My colleague, who agrees with me, knows what a law on
community reinvestment can do, which is to evaluate the involve-
ment of each bank in its community.

Mr. Mauril Bélanger: You would do better to get your act
together.

® (1320)

Mr. Réal Ménard: That is what we need, and the member for
Ottawa—Vanier agrees with me.

| ask the member for Richmond—Arthabaska if he agrees with
my assessment. | am not asking him to comment Quebec's
potential independence, except to say that it is inevitable.

Mr. André Bachand: Mr. Speaker, what is inevitable is that,
even within the Bloc Quebecois, there is no consensus on this.
Perhaps the addition of afew Conservatives to the membership has
confused things a bit, who knows.

One thing we do know is that the presence of former Conserva-
tives within the Bloc Quebecois sometimes gives rise to worth-
while logic.

Mr. Réal Ménard: That's the United alternative, an appeal to
the United aternative.

Mr. André Bachand: The hon. member for Hochelaga—Mai-
sonneuve said that branches are being closed in hisriding and, as|
said in my speech, this is happening even though the banks were
not allowed to merge.

Branches of banks and of caisses populaires are merging, and
people are afraid that this will happen primarily in less advantaged
communities and neighbourhoods. Unfortunately, rural areas are
always less advantaged, and the major urban communities always
have disadvantaged areas more likely to be without any suitable
financial services.

When we speak of afinancial safety net for investors in Quebec
and in Canada, what we mean is that people need protection. If
there can be some kind of tax or refund to the taxpayer, why not?

[English]

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
was interested in the remarks by the hon. member a few minutes
ago about the ideological confusion that exists within the Bloc. He
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gave credit for that confusion to the presence of some Conserva
tives within the Bloc.

| would certainly remind him that the Bloc was founded by
Conservatives. The influence of Conservativesin the Bloc has been
persistent throughout, particularly when it comes to questions
having to do with globalization, the WTO and the whole question
of free trade and the liberalization of trade and investment.

| see now at least one new member of the Bloc who is
questioning the whole globalization phenomenon. Hopefully, he
will have some influence on his colleagues.

However, | did not rise to question the Bloc because the Bloc
was not speaking so | will try not to get diverted. | will ask a
question of the member who was actually speaking.

A number of things have happened over the last little while. One
in particular is our debate on this agreement which is much after
the fact. This is legidation to implement an agreement that the
Government of Canada signed over a year ago without parliamen-
tary debate or consultation.

The member’s party has been an uncritical advocate of the World
Trade Organization and the global phenomena it represents where-
by more and more decisions that used to be taken by national
governments are now taken in the course of bureaucratic negoti-
ation at the WTO. Does this not give the member some pause for
reflection, some second thought about the wisdom of the past? His
party set our country on this path with the beginning of the FTA and
NAFTA, adirection albeit followed and accel erated by the Liberals
in spite of the fact that they had said they would do otherwise when
they were running in 1993. However, | do not want to get diverted
again and talk about the Liberals.

| want the member to say whether or not he has any concernsin
this regard.

[Translation]

Mr. André Bachand: Mr. Speaker, | will not talk about the
Conservative Party either, except to tell the NDP member that there
is a Conservative government in Alberta, in Manitoba, in Ontario,
in Prince Edward Island and in Quebec. As members know, there
are two former Conservatives in Quebec: one is the province's
premier, while the other one is the leader of the opposition.
Therefore, there is a Conservative government in Quebec. Thisis
just a joke.

Mr. Mauril Bélanger: It is a good one!

Mr. André Bachand: As for the numerous international agree-
ments that were signed, it is true that, at some point, we begin to
wonder about what is going on. | remind the NDP member that one
the candidates for the Conservative Party leadership, Mr. Orchard,
raised that issue and often said ““To regain our sovereignty’.



13180

COMMONSDEBATES

March 19, 1999

Private Members' Business
® (1325)

This makes us redlize that we will have to be much more
sensitive to what is going on when the time comes to sign futures
international agreements.

Do we feel we are losing part of our sovereignty at the expense
of globalization? We must never forget that we cannot afford to
lose that sovereignty. If that concern surfaces, then we will have to
react.

Earlier, | mentioned that we must face international competition
even within our country. This may sound strange, but there is
international competition within a country. Such is the result of the
many treaties that we signed.

| am not saying we should revisit the agreements that we signed
in the past. We made the right decisions. However, opening
markets through international agreements such as those does carry
consequences. It impacts on those who live in our country. Some
peopl e benefited from these treaties, but let us not forget that others
were adversely affected.

If we are aware of that, then we can continue to be a key player
on the international scene, while being even more sensitive to the
impact of any agreement or contract that is ratified.

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, further to
the remarks by the member for Richmond—Arthabaska, | am
pleased to hear that he is largely in agreement with what the Bloc
Quebecois said about the MacKay report.

He mentioned protection of employees jobs, bank charges,
access to financial institutions, easier credit, and, of course, the
obligation to reinvest in the community raised by the member for
Hochelaga—Maisonneuve.

In light of the arguments we advanced and the purpose of the
bill, aswell asthe referenceto your credit rating being number one,
Mr. Speaker, am | to understand that the member for Richmond—
Arthabaska intends to boost his credit rating by joining the Bloc
Quebecois?

Mr. AndréBachand: Mr. Speaker, on the topic of credit ratings,
various polls showed the Progressive Conservative Party last in the
polls. | think we were even right off the scale and certainly out of
credit at one point. We are doing better now.

No, | will not be joining another party. It is true, however, that
the Progressive Conservative Party often has similar concerns as
well as ideas on the Quebec issue.

What we hope, however, is that the hon. members of the Bloc
Quebecois would also share certain ideas, certain interests and a
certain plan for Canada with the Progressive Conservative Party in
the future.

[English]

Mr. Bill Blaikie: Mr. Speaker, | would not have mentioned him
but it is very interesting that the Conservative member mentioned

Mr. Orchard. He was a candidate for the leadership of the Conser-
vative Party who ran against the free trade agreement. | thought it
funny to run for leadership of a party that brought in the free trade
agreement when one is a virulent, anti-free trade guy. | now
understand why he always had so many unkind words to say about
the NDP. He was a Tory at heart who just could not find a Tory
party that fit his particular version of—

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | will interrupt in order
to give the hon. member for Richmond—A rthabaska the last word.

[Translation]

Mr. AndréBachand: Mr. Speaker, | think that all partiesin the
House could learn from the experience of the Progressive Conser-
vative Party’s openness, in its leadership race.

Mr. Orchard’s contribution was to look at all the repercussions
and to always be mindful of al the treaties signed. His candidacy
kept us open to the world so that the world would be open to
Canada. At the sametime, it should not be forgotten that Canadais
more than a name. It is inhabited by people and we must not lose
sight of this.

® (1330)

| think that Mr. Orchard introduced many very human elements
to the leadership race and, make no mistake, this sensitivity to the
people who make up this country is a legacy that remains.

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | have received notice
from the hon. member for Wanuskewin that he is unable to move
his motion during private members' hour on Monday, March 22,
1999. It has not been possible to arrange an exchange of positions
in the order of precedence. Accordingly, | am directing the table
officers to drop that item of business to the bottom of the order of
precedence. Private members hour will thus be cancelled and
Government Orders will begin at 11 am.

It being 1.30 p.m. the House will now proceed to the consider-
ation of Private Members' Business as listed on today's order

paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]

YOUNG OFFENDERSACT

The House resumed from March 15 consideration of the motion
that Bill C-260, an act to amend the Young Offenders Act, be read
the second time and referred to a committee.
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Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to start by congratulating my
colleague and friend from Surrey North for putting this private
member’s bill before the House.

| think back to the days when | sat on the justice committee and
the hon. member for Surrey North and his wife appeared before
that committee when it was dealing with Bill C-37, abill to amend
to the Young Offenders Act. | remember comments that were made
after the hon. member and anumber of other individuals brought to
the attention of members of the justice committee the end results of
the behaviour of young offenders. It caused me a bit of concern
when a Liberal member of that committee said to me after the
hearing that these people brought nothing to the debate other than
sentiment.

| think it is very important that all Canadians, including Liberal
members, understand that the feelings of Canadians are very
important when we talk about legislation. Canadians must feel that
they can support the legidation that is put before them by the
government.

The private member’s bill which the hon. member for Surrey
North has introduced is realy quite smple, straightforward and
easy to understand. He is merely asking that section 7.2 of the
Young Offenders Act be made a hybrid offence. That means that
there can be a fine imposed or incarceration as part of the
sanctions.

Section 7.2 of the Young Offenders Act deals with the responsi-
bility that someone assumes in order for ayoung offender not to be
locked up; in other words, posting bail or whatever we want to call
it. It is interesting that the Minister of Justice has obviously seen
the merits of thisargument. | understand it is part of the new youth
crimina justice bill. Therefore, | have to assume, because the
government has put it into its own legislation, that it will be
supporting this amendment to the Young Offenders Act.

The reason it needs to be supported now and not put on the table
until the youth criminal justice bill is passed is very simply this. It
is extremely important, knowing the timeframe that some of this
legidlation takes to get through the House, to have this amendment
in place sooner rather than later.

| would suggest to government members who may be looking for
an excuse not to support this bill because it is in the government’s
legidation to deal with theissue. It is obviously supported and it is
obviously an important amendment to be made. | am hoping that
when the time comes to vote on this bill governments members will
be there to support the hon. member for Surrey North.

As| mentioned, the amendment deals with the issue of account-
ability. People sign undertakings or bonds. There is an acknowl-
edgement or a responsibility for them to live up to what it is they
have signed.

Private Members' Business
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It is not just criminal matters where this happens. We run into
this situation in immigration. People agree to sign a document
indicating that they will sponsor an individual and that they will
assume financia responsibility for a person coming from another
country, and then they walk away from that responsibility.

Thisissueismore of ajusticeissuein that it isaperson signing a
document which says they will be responsible for the actions of a
young offender and that they will make sure the young offender
meets the conditions that have been imposed as a condition of their
release.

What this private member’s bill is doing is showing that if a
person has wilfully failed to comply with the conditions they
agreed to, then something should happen. There should be some
responsibility laid upon them for having failed.

If aparent or guardian is unable to enforce the conditions that are
spelled out in section 7, then basically the young offender should
not be allowed to remain at large. That is the contract which they
have signed.

When a parent or guardian knows that they are not able to
control or make sure that the young person is where they are
supposed to be, or staying away from friends whom they are not
supposed to be mixing with, then the onus should be on the parent
or guardian to notify the authorities, who would then take the
young person into custody or control them in some other manner.

There is an obligation for parents or guardians to do that. The
obligation which they undertook was that if they could not handle
theindividual they would turn the young person over to the control
and authority of the courts.

It really is a question of differentiating. | would suggest that this
bill is not trying to nail all parents because they are unable to know
where their kids are 24 hours aday. It is aimed at the people who
have entered an agreement, alegal understanding, in order that the
young person not be incarcerated or held until the court case is
heard. It is really earmarked or geared to that specific situation. |
do not think that anyone should misunderstand that it is a broader
brush, that it tries to deal with all parents in al circumstances.

Canadian taxpayers, the parents and guardians of young people,
should realize that we are encouraging and supporting what the
youth criminal justice bill or the Young Offenders Act offers, that
young people can be released into the custody of parents or
guardians.

In most cases that is perfectly al right. It works out fine.
However, in those cases where somebody takes on that responsibil-
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ity and then does nothing to make sure their undertakings are being
fulfilled, there is something that can be done about it.

The reason the hon. member is asking for it to be treated as a
hybrid offence is to give the courts the ability to put some meat
behind their decisions, to put some emphasis on the responsibility
that they are handing over to the parent or guardian.

Asit is now, because it is a summary conviction and there is not
any real penalty or sanction, it is too easy to wak away from that
responsibility.

I commend my colleague for bringing this weakness in the
legidation to the attention of the House. It is obviously a weakness
that the government has accepted needs to be addressed, as it has
done exactly that with the youth crimina justice bill.

® (1340)

Again | want to ensure that my colleagues understand that if it is
good enough to put in a new act, then it is good enough to support
now so that it can at least be in existing legidation rather than
waiting for future legislation. We have no idea how long it will take
for the new legidation to pass through the House and then the
Senate after we have dealt with it.

For those of us who are close to the member for Surrey North it
is obvious why thisisimportant. The failure to pass this and put it
into legislation can cause situations such as that which happened to
the hon. member for Surrey North. His son was murdered by a
young offender who was in the custody of his parent. The condi-
tions of his release were not fulfilled. We are al very sympathetic
with the reasons this bill was introduced and we certainly support
itsintention. | urge al government members to support this private
member’s bill when it is voted upon.

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justiceand Attor ney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
commend the hon. member for Surrey North for his contribution to
youth justice through private member’s Bill C-260. We should all
be applauding his efforts and acknowledging the work he has done
on this issue.

It bears repeating that this amendment to the Young Offenders
Act would not create a genera liability for parents based on the
crimes of their children. The proposed amendment would make the
existing offence of wilfully failing to comply with an undertaking
given to a court, made in connection with a young offender’s
release from pretrial detention, a hybrid rather than a summary
conviction offence.

The proposed amendment to the Young Offenders Act contained
in Bill C-260 applies where ayouth has been found to be ineligible
for judicia interim release under the Crimina Code test. The
current provisions of the Young Offenders Act allow such a youth
to be placed in the care of a responsible adult instead of being
detained in custody. The responsible adult must undertake in

writing to take care of the young person and to comply with
conditions set by the court. Currently, if the responsible adult
wilfully fails to comply with the undertaking, he or she could be
found guilty of a summary conviction offence.

The hon. member for Surrey North is proposing that the potential
crimina liability for wilfully failing to comply is not serious
enough. On March 11 the government introduced Bill C-68, the
new youth crimina justice legidation, which would repeal and
replace the Young Offenders Act. It should be noted that the new
legislation makes the offence of wilfully failing to comply with an
undertaking given to a court to act as a responsible adult a hybrid
rather than a summary conviction offence.

An undertaking to act as a responsible adult is a serious
responsibility and we have acknowledged that in the changes we
have made. It applies only to youth who would otherwise be
detained in custody pending their trials. We acknowledge that some
may well be dangerous and difficult to control. The wilful failure of
aresponsible adult to comply with undertakings could have tragic
consequences for members of the public, as the hon. member who
introduced this legislation can attest to.

Equipping those in the system with the tools to make decisions
based on the facts of the case in front of them is a key direction of
the new legisation. Flexibility in the options available and empow-
ering those in the system with a full range of tools that can be
applied depending on the seriousness and circumstances of individ-
ua cases are hallmarks of the youth justice legisation.

While some favour automatic provisions and set tariffs, we
believe that the discretion and judgment of those in the judicial
system counts and leads to fairer and more constructive outcomes.

[Translation]

The bill stipulates that, in each and every case, teenagers should
face sanctions that promote responsibility toward victims and the
community, teach them good values and help them measure the
consequences of their action.

[English]

During the debate on Bill C-260 some members have com-
mented on elements of Bill C-68 and those comments must be
addressed. The hon. member for Crowfoot claimed that the govern-
ment had abandoned 10 and 11 year olds who, by their crimina
acts, have signalled to society that they are in need of help and
assistance.

® (1345)

This government does not believe that criminalizing the beha-
viour of 10 year olds is helpful. Child welfare and mental health
systems are more appropriate ways of providing safe and effective
help to disturbed children. These systems have access to a wider
array of services and are more age appropriate, family oriented and
therapeutic than those available to the crimina justice system. |
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believe there is much consensus on that in the public and herein the
House.

We are not abandoning these children but are working with key
partners to ensure they do not fall through the cracks but get the
supervision and treatment they need.

The hon. member for Crowfoot also criticized restrictions placed
on the publication of names. The proposed legidation, Bill C-68,
strikes an appropriate balance we believe between two legitimate
and competing values, the need to encourage rehabilitation by
avoiding the negative effect of publicity on the youth versus the
need for greater openness and transparency in the justice system.

Allowing for the publication of the names of youth who commit
the most serious crimes while protecting the privacy of those who
commit less serious crimes is an appropriate balance.

We look forward to further debate next week on Bill C-68 and
the opportunity to refute suggestion made by members to criminal-
ize 10 year olds and scrap important privacy protections for youth.

The bill before us today, however, proposes a change in the
penalty structure for those who wilfully fail to respect undertakings
made to the court. | agree there is considerable merit in thisbeing a
hybrid offence so that the decision to proceed by summary
conviction or by indictment could be made based on the serious-
ness of the crime.

If we are to impress on youth that the justice system should be
respected, should foster values such as accountability and responsi-
bility and that criminal behaviour will lead to meaningful conse-
quences, then we must apply those values to responsible adults in
the youth justice system.

| thank the hon. member for Surrey North for bringing this
important proposal forward and | assure him that it is included in
Bill C-68.

[Translation]

Like a good number of Canadians, the hon. member for Surrey
North has put forward proposals to reinforce the Canadian youth
justice system.

Now that new comprehensive and balanced youth criminal
justice legislation has been introduced by the government and that
a new youth justice system will soon be implemented, we are
looking forward to work hand in hand with all Canadians who, like
us, want to solve the complex issue of youth crime.

We want to prevent youth crime by establishing sanctions for the
broad range of criminal acts committed by young people and by

Private Members' Business

helping to rehabilitate young Canadians and turn them into law-
abiding adults.

[English]

Onceagain | want to insist on the fact that, as the member before
me said, this provision existed in the Young Offenders Act. We are
increasing the sentence provision in the new criminal justice act,
Bill C-68. | again thank the member who brought thisforward and |
commend his efforts to see it become part of our new youth
crimina justice system.

[Translation]

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | join in today’s debate with a great deal of caution and
earnestness.

| want to assure my colleague, the mover of the bill, that we will
keep in mind at all times the unfortunate events he lived through,
and which led him to enter political life.

However, after consulting with members from my party, | do not
think we will be able to support the provisions of the bill, as
mentioned already by the member for Berthie—Montcalm during
the first hour of debate.

Yet, the bill is an important one because it highlights a funda-
mental issue, that of parental responsibility in the process, admitte-
dly often atrying one, that leads to criminal behaviour and juvenile
delinquency, and as members know, to deep traumain the commu-
nities concerned.

® (1350)

| have been interested for years in the whole issue of crime,
especially asamember of Parliament. In my riding of Hochelaga—
Maisonneuve, some segments of our community are experiencing a
serious crime problem.

| quickly learned that, when discussing these issues and holding
a debate on juvenile delinquency and crime, one has to dea in
nuance because of the different levels involved.

Crime can be a symptom: often emerging in the teenage years, it
is commonly linked to gangs or personal distress. Often there is a
connection between crime, the family environment, the social
surrounding, and finally failures in an individua'’s life.

It is not the same kind of crime we are dealing with when we are
talking about bikers gangs, money laundering or immigrant smug-
glers for example.

This being said, the question raised by our colleague is: What
part of the responsibility should be assumed by a parent? The
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persons in charge could be the parents or anyone who has custody
of the child, who is still aminor. If the guardians are negligent, that
isif they have failed to exercise proper supervision, as mentioned
in the bill in question, if these people have not been as vigilant as
required under their contractual obligation, it is asked that they be
liable to a longer prison term.

We come to our jobs as lawmakers with the sum total of our past
experiences. | have the utmost understanding, respect and sympa-
thy for the motivations behind the bill introduced by the hon.
member for Surrey North, and find them highly respectable.

Nevertheless, the question arises: what impact will holding
parents who have failed to meet their obligation of supervision and
guidance more responsible have on outcome? | believe that the
underlying question we have as a party is not a denia of the
existence of juvenile delinquency. It is not a refusal to recognize
that there are certain conditions conducive to the development of
youth crime. It seems to me that there are two premises in the
contributions made by the hon. member for Berthier—Montcalm,
himself a lawyer moreover, and those made by our colleagues
within caucus discussions.

My understanding of the matter isthat, first of all, it is extremely
difficulty to look at crime without examining awhole set of factors.
Is there not awider responsibility, a more general one, and isit not
rather risky to focus essentially on the family unit? Thisisthe first
aspect we question.

Second, does the bill not reflect—despite reasons which, |
repeat, for very personal considerations, are utterly responsible and
respectable—a desire to say basicaly, at 14, 15 or 16 years of age
that you are an adult to some extent and should be considered equal
to someone of 30, 40 or 50 years of age, whereas we know that the
circumstances surrounding behaviour at age 14, 15 or 16, however
dramatic they may be, must not prevent us from making distinc-
tions?

Why not? First, because at age 14, 15, 16 or 17 we are at our
most vulnerable, our values are not entirely established and we are
till learning.

® (1355)

Second, our opposition focuses on the fact that, as a society,
when things happen in the family that verge on the criminal, should
we not make resources available to this family? More basically—
and | want our position to be very clearly understood—it must not
prevent us from establishing whatever it takes to provide a
dissuasive effect and ensure the level of juvenile delinquency in
our society decreases. | think that is what al the parties in this
House want.

| hope to have a chance, later on, to make the connections
between youth crime, poverty and other factors which reinforce

this reality, but must we not also ask ourselves what thiswill do to
the rehabilitation process?

| would say the big difference between the Reform Party and the
Bloc Quebecois on this issue is our concern with rehabilitation.

As soon as signs of juvenile delinquency start appearing within a
family—and | also mean within a community—should we not ask
ourselves what it will do to the rehabilitation process if the parent
or guardian or the person responsible, the person who signed the
undertaking mentioned in section 7.2 of the act as proposed in the
bill is thrown in jail for two years? In this type of situation, do we
not have aduty to bring the parent and the child closer together? Do
we not have a duty to make available to this family, that is going
through a difficult time, mechanisms that are based on mediation
and dialogue where we have to try to understand what went wrong?

If a 14, 15, or 16-year old kills one of his peers, commits
vandalism or commits any other offence under the Criminal Code,
that means that, at some point, the youth rebelled against society.
Of course there are different degrees of rebellion. | can understand
that.

The one criticism we can address to the Reform Party is that it
looks only at solutions centred on sentencing. There may be
something there worth looking into, but | notice they have given no
thought or consideration to understanding the causes of such
behaviour and the rehabilitation process.

This is why we are not very enthusiastic about the hill. This
being said, we are ready to consider it, as the member for
Berthier—Montcalm said on severa occasions,. But how can we
make the rehabilitation process even more effective?

If the Reform Party could give us the assurance now that sending
parentsto jail would ensure that the young offender will be a better
citizen in 5, 10 or 15 years from now, we would have no difficulty
supporting the bill, but we believe there is something missing here.

We are not convinced that sending parents to jail for a longer
time, with a stiffer sentence, which would prevent the child from
maintaining contact with them, at least within the family unit, will
enhance the rehabilitation process.

With regard to young offenders, there is already a model in
Quebec. We have the expertise, we have the legidation. On the
basis of verifiable data, which deserve to be discussed, we believe
that the results were worth it.

| will conclude by saying that we understand and respect our
colleague's motivation, but we are not convinced that this is the
right way to go in order to reach the goals identified in his bill.
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[English]

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | am
very pleased to have this opportunity to speak to the private
member’s bill that wasintroduced by the member for Surrey North.

| thank the member for bringing this issue forward. It is not
always easy to bring forward a private member’s bill for debate. A
lot of work isinvolved. Next week we will begin debate on the new
youth criminal justice act which is very important. | would like to
congratul ate the member for having done the work on thisissue and
for being part of a democratic process which ensures that these
issues are aired.

The member’s personal circumstances surrounding thisissue are
tragic. This is al the more reason that we need to debate these
issues, to ensure that our youth justice system works properly and
protection is provided not just for young people but for society asa
whole.

The purpose of thishill isto make an offence as set out in section
7.2 of the Young Offenders Act ahybrid offence. Aswe have heard
today in debate the bill does not change the section other than to
make the penalty more serious. In serious cases under section 7.2,
parents or guardians could face ajail sentence of up to two yearsif
they fail to supervise their children who have been released from
custody. This would be an increase from the current maximum
penalty of six months in jail and/or a $2,000 fine.

Normally when achild is charged with a crime under the current
Young Offenders Act, aparent or guardian signs an agreement with
the court to supervise the child and enforce certain conditions until
the charges are heard. This bill would increase the penalty if the
conditions are not met.

There will be a much fuller and comprehensive debate in this
House as a result of the newly introduced youth criminal justice
act, Bill C-68. While we welcome this private member’s bill as a
good opportunity to debate something that needs to be aired, it is
important that it also be in the context of youth justice as awhole.
From that point of view it isimportant that the new youth criminal
justice act be debated on the next day of business of the House.

Wein the New Democratic Party very strongly support measures
to protect the public from serious violent repeat offenders. We
believe that youth who fal into this category and have been
determined to be arisk to public safety should be held in custody.

One purpose of our youth justice system is to recognize when
violent crimes have taken place, if custody is determined to be in
the interests of the public, then those young offenders should be
held in custody. We will get into this more when we debate the new
act that has been introduced. We have some concerns about the
impact that provisions such as the one before us today may have on
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families and their ability to meet conditions. What kind of difficul-
ty will imposing a stiffer penalty have for a single parent, low
income families or even families where both parents are working
full time?

It is important to put on the record that although there are very
good intentions around this bill, we have to have a balanced
approach. We have to look at whether or not this kind of penalty
will place a significant and unfair burden on some families and
parents who lack the resources to strictly enforce the supervision
orders. A bill such as this one may be something that becomes
discriminatory.

® (1405)

In the last few weeks a lot of the debate in the House of
Commons has been about what is happening to Canadian families
and how they are under enormous stress. We have had debates from
the Reform Party about the tax system. There has been a lot of
useful exchanges in the House.

In today’s day and age there is enormous stress on families.
Parents sometimes have one, two or three jobs. Wages are being
driven down. People are working longer and longer hours for less
money. All of those things create stress on families, particularly on
single parent families and low income families. These are very
difficult times.

| do want to be clear about our concerns on the impact thisbill, if
it were approved, would have on some families in terms of their
ability to provide the resources and supervision required under this
bill and generally under section 7.2 of the act. We have to make
sure that the families that can least afford the resources are not
families that would be singled out and unduly punished.

If we want to deal with the issue of youth crime or youth justice,
the NDP believes very strongly that we have to look at the
underlying causes of youth crime. We must have adequate long
term programs, not just a little bit here, a band-aid there, a new
announcement today, or a few more dollars here and there.
Governments at all levels have to make a serious commitment to
address things like chronic youth unemployment and the lack of
educational opportunities.

In my own community, | am sure every parent is aware that
education has a real impact on young people. Young people who
are seriously involved and doing very well in school and whose
needs are being met through the educational system are very
unlikely to get into trouble.

Education is a lifelong process. Young people must be supplied
with the educational, employment and training opportunities they
need. | and many other members in my caucus believe they are
fundamental and critical things we can address as a society to
ensure that we are actually preventing crime.
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When kids are productive and involved in their communities
and in their schools, they are not getting into trouble. They are
not falling off the edge. They do not feel isolated, that nobody
cares about them, that they have no future and that they have no
hope.

Unfortunately, the converse is true. When we see the lack of
educational opportunities, the lack of training and jobs and the lack
of community support then we see kids who are very high risk.
They become vulnerable to the sex trade, to illegal drug use and to
youth gangs. All of those things become pressures on young
people.

From our point of view, those are the issues that need to be
addressed if we are serious about addressing the causes of youth
crime.

Next week for the first time, the B.C. government is declaring a
week to stop the sexual exploitation of children. Youth awareness
week is being very much supported by the RCMP as one way to
draw attention to some of the issues facing our young people and
how they get drawn into a criminal and marginalized lifestyle. This
is something we need to deal with and ensure that there is an
adequate response.

We appreciate this bill being brought forward. As we begin to
debate the youth criminal justice bill next, we want to deal with
these issues in a more comprehensive way. While we do support
the intent of what is being brought forward here, we do have some
concerns about the impact this provision would have on some
families.

We look forward to the debate that is coming forward in the next
few days around the youth crimina justice system.

Mr. Charlie Power (St. John's West, PC): Mr. Speaker, on
normal occasions we are very pleased to speak about issues that
affect our constituents but to speak about dealing with young
offenders, especially young offenders with some very serious
offences, is not something we prefer to do. However we do not live
in a perfect world and as such, we have to deal with the issues we
are faced with as parliamentarians.

® (1410)

| agree with the member for Vancouver East who says that we
should do all these proactive things to solve the problems before
they happen. But it seems in our society the old days are gone.

In Newfoundland in the old days people would say if you had
three square meals aday and aroof over your head, theworld was a
pretty good place to live. That world of food, clothing and shelter
being the only requirements for a person in society is not some-
thing which now exists.

Our society has become unbelievably complex. We need alot of
help from parliamentarians and from governments to make sure
that our society is safe, that we have the basics in life which now
include the requirement for avery significant social net. When one
is young, when one is aged, and certainly when one is sick or
disabled a lot of things are required to be put in place by
governments to make sure that one has more than just food,
clothing and shelter.

Education, as the member mentioned, is one of the thingswhich
is needed in a more significant and increasingly aggressive and
progressive way to get at the problems before they become issues
which we have to deal with.

Besides having food, clothing and shelter, citizens require safety
and that governments address the fundamental things, for example,
the issues of crime and youth and adult offenders which make us
feel so insecure in our communities.

It is amost like insurance in reverse. We buy fire insurance to
protect our homes. Most of us will never see afire. Most of us, if
we are lucky, will never see a violent offence.

There is criminal activity. We have seen some especialy in St.
John's West. There have been terrible incidents all across Canada.
Violent young people whom we are speaking about today commit
the most terrible crimes. It frightens us all. It makes us want to buy
safety insurance because we have been touched by this violence.

In Newfoundland recently we have had half a dozen terrible
examples of violence by young offenders against our senior
citizens, some of the most defenceless people in our communities.
Many times these young offenders are repeat offenders. They have
been in trouble with the law in many places. When it happensto an
aged person it frightens us all and makes us wonder where we are
going to go.

Like all the members who have spoken on Bill C-260, | want to
congratulate the member for Surrey North for bringing it to the
attention of the House and to the Canadian public. Obviously weall
deeply regret why the member has had to do this. | say again, when
one is touched by violence there has to be a reaction to it.

| am disappointed that it took 18 months to bring the issue to the
floor of the House of Commons so we could discuss an issue which
plagues many Canadian communities and many Canadian families.
| wonder why that has had to happen. Everyone knows the problem
of young offenders, violent offenders and repeat offenders. Why
could we not deal with it when the issue was first brought forward?

| remember a saying, | think it was by a president, that it would
be amazing how much we could accomplish together if we did not
care who got the credit. Sometimesin this place we are so involved
with policy, with procedure and with positioning that we forget
about the good idea. Last night we had an emergency debate. We
have done that a couple of other times. If there is something that
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needs to be done and the Canadian public wantsit, demandsit and
expects it, does it make any difference whether it comes from a
backbencher from the Reform Party, a member of the Conservative
Party or a member of the government, either backbencher or
government minister? The idea is that the Canadian public wants
certain things done.

| want to concur with the comments made by our justice critic,
the member for Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough who spoke
when this legislation was last before the House. He said that some
of the progressive advances we are talking about are not going to be
seen in the government’s bill, Bill C-68. Some of the better ideas
are here now in Bill C-260 that we could implement.

Some of the ideas that the provinces wanted to bring in are not in
Bill C-68. In many ways we think Bill C-68, the government
response which will become the law of this country, is going to be
regressive. It reverts to the not so good old days of the juvenile
delinquency act. The idea is that repeat young offenders who are
involved in offences which are less seriousin nature will betried in
court as adults but then sentenced as children. Many people are left
wondering why it isthat it took the Liberal government 12 months
of head scratching to come up with a very old idea.

® (1415)

The government has come up with a bill that fails to adequately
protect Canadians from increasingly violent crimes committed by
young people. Public opinion on the subject is so strong that it
should be obvious to everybody, even the Liberal government.

Whileit seemsit wantsto project theimage of agovernment that
has toughened up the Young Offenders Act, the redlity is that the
patchwork legislation will do little to accomplish the objectivesthe
minister claims to support.

Age is part of it, lowering the age to 14 when 12 or 10 is
recommended. Parents, who are very proud of their young sons or
daughters, are sometimes asked how old they are. For some strange
reason they might say four going on forty or six going on sixty. It
seems that in our progressive society where change takes place so
fast some of our young offenders are ten going on forty or fifty in
the way they deal with the world.

In lowering the age to 14 at which young offenders could face
adult sentences for the most serious of crimes like murder,
attempted murder, manslaughter and aggravated sexual assault, the
government has failed to go as far as it should. Instead the ever
present Liberal spin doctors are treating the important issue of
youth justice as merely another public relations exercise, apparent-
ly indifferent to the substantive effects of the legidation the
Minister of Justice has introduced.

Let me point out that even the minister's advisers in the
Department of Justice recommended that the age of accountability

Private Members' Business

should be lowered to 10 years. The minister chose to ignore this
advice and we as Canadians are left to wonder why.

Another problem with the minister’s bill is the ambiguity in the
language it employs. This ambiguity will mean the implementation
will depend on the interpretation of the legislation after the fact,
instead of being clear and direct in the first instance. We are left
with the same problem that the courts will make our laws for us.
Some of the legislation as drafted is hundreds of pages long. We
begin to wonder if lawyers who draft legidation do it so other
lawyers will have reason to take it to court for appeals on top of
appeals until eventually we get a new law many years hence.

| am not alone in identifying the serious deficiencies in the
proposed youth criminal justice act. It has been criticized severely
by the governments of Ontario and Alberta, both provinces in
which youth justice is a particularly salient issue.

It seems clear that the governments of these provinces are much
more in touch with the views and concerns of the residents than the
federa government. They know that window dressing is not
adequate response to a very real problem. They know that it is not
enough to want to be seen to be doing something and that the kind
of public posturing the federal government adopted with regard to
youth justice is worthless without meaningful legislative measures
to back it up.

| understand the spirit of the legislation introduced by the
member for Surrey North. It is an unfortunate fact of our system
that it has taken so long to get it here. It is aso unfortunate for
members of the House, and indeed for all Canadians who look to
their governments for leadership on youth justice issues, that since
the introduction of Bill C-260 the Liberals have chosen to bring
forward such a weak response in Bill C-68.

| congratul ate the member for bringing it to the attention of all
members of parliament and the public of Canada. It is an issue that
should be dealt with as quickly as possible.

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grassands, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | am very pleased today to speak in support of the bill of
the hon. member for Surrey North. The bill is quite clear in its
intent to make section 7(2) of the Young Offenders Act a hybrid
offence to present clear and genuine penalties to people who make
a signed undertaking and then fail to live up to it.

People who post bail for accused offenders forfeit it if the bail
conditions are not met. Why should any responsible adult who
signs an undertaking to supervise ayoung offender not have to pay
a significant penalty for failing to meet his or her commitment?
The concept is fairly clear.

The hon. member for Vancouver East suggested that the pro-
posed legislation might discriminate against parents who for one
reason or another lack the means to provide necessary supervision.
Section 7(2) of the Young Offenders Act is specifically designed to
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protect the public. It is not put there for the convenience of the
parent. It is to protect the public.

® (1420)

Parents are not obliged to sign these undertakings. There is no
rule or coercion which says they must sign these undertakings. If a
parent voluntarily undertakes to accept responsibility, | would
submit the parent should be held responsible for his or her actions.
It is not something that can be done frivolously.

The speech of the hon. member for Hochelaga—Mai sonneuve
left me somewhat bemused. | did not know what hewas getting at a
lot of thetime. If | could cut through all of it, it would seem that he
rejects the concept of individual responsibility, not just for juve-
niles but for adults as well. Bill C-260 is all about accepting
responsibility for persona undertakings.

The parliamentary secretary and others made reference to the
fact that the bill would duplicate one of the provisions of the
upcoming youth criminal justice act. It would be covered in section
138 of the act, but | do not accept the premise that because the
Y CJA may be coming down the road some time in the future we
should not be seriously considering this one small amendment to
the YOA at this time. One does not stop scrubbing floors at home
just because there is a plan to make major renovations. One
continues normal everyday maintenance.

Bill C-260 could be enacted now. The new YCJA was only
tabled last week. Heaven knows when it will become law. Hopeful-
ly it will not become law in exactly the same form in which it is
now. It needs a lot of revision and renovation. We could make this
one quick fix to help the public, to benefit society in general at this
time, simply by enacting a bill that incidentally has been coming
down the pike for ayear and a half. It has taken that long to reach
the point where we are now.

| get afeeling—maybe it is a misplaced feeling—in listening to
the hon. parliamentary secretary that there isa slight Machiavellian
motive here, the ploy that we should not worry about Bill C-260
because the meat of it will be buried or hidden away in the new
youth criminal justice act when it comes down.

Maybe the broader hill is being gussied up a bit with the clause
to attempt to force MPs to support a pretty noxious piece of
legidation for the sake of one very valuable clause. It islike the old
story about a chocolate covered smartie buried in a bowl of
manure. Anyone wanting to eat the smartie knows what has to be
done. | do not appreciate that approach to legislation.

The parliamentary secretary diverged a little from the debate
today. | would like to respond to what she said about the child

welfare and mental health systems being all that we need to look
after 10 and 11 year olds caught up in the criminal justice system.
That iswhat we arerelying on right now. That iswhat we are doing.
We are trying to deal with the 10 and 11 year olds strictly through
child welfare and the mental health system and it is not working.

® (1425)

The new Y CJA would do nothing to change an approach which
has been adismal failure. | have not had a chance to read the bill in
any depth yet but on scanning the bill | cannot see very much
serious improvement in the YCJA over the old YOA. It isthe old
car with a new coat of paint. Why are we taking this long and
tedious approach to doing nothing? The Muslims have a saying that
the elephant laboured and brought forth a mouse. That seemsto be
what is happening with the new act.

Ms. Sophia Leung (Vancouver Kingsway, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| am delighted to join the debate. As a member from British
Columbia I commend the hon. member for Surrey North who has
worked hard to introduce Bill C-260, an act to amend the Young
Offenders Act. In many ways this is a timely proposal.

The government's strategy involves replacing the Young Offend-
ers Act with new youth justice legidation which has proposed
significant improvements to the youth justice system. The strategy
focuses on three key areas. preventing youth crime, ensuring
meaningful consequences for offences committed by youth, and
improving rehabilitation and reintegration for young offenders.

The government’s strategy for the renewa of youth justice
launched on May 12, 1998 sets out a vision for responding to
Canadians’ concerns about youth crime. Clearly, Canadians want a
youth justice system that protects society.

It isin the context of addressing problems with the current youth
justice system through new youth justice legislation that Bill C-260
has been considered. The bill, sponsored by the hon. member for
Surrey North, proposes making the offences of wilfully failing to
comply with an undertaking made in connection with a young
person’s release from pretrial detention a hybrid rather than a
summary conviction offence.

One of the weaknesses of the existing system relates to pretria
detention and judicia interim release. There is a failure to distin-
guish adequately between those who should be detained in custody
prior to their trials and those who need not be. This situation should
be addressed through greater clarity on the criteria for pretrial
detention and enhanced program support to ensure there are
alternatives for those who do not need to beinjail prior totrial. The
hon. member for Surrey North's concern relates to those who are
released and improperly supervised.
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The provision of the Young Offenders Act that is the subject
of Bill C-260 takes effect after the bail criteria have been applied
and the youth has been found to be inéligible for judicial interim
release. In such cases the current provisions of the Young Offend-
ers Act permit youth to be placed in the care of aresponsible adult
instead of being detained in custody.

| thank the hon. member for Surrey North for bringing Bill
C-260 forward and | assure him that it has been given every
consideration during the development of the new youth justice
legidation.

Private Members' Business

The new legislation will soon be introduced. It is an important
component of our broad, comprehensive strategy to address youth
crime.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The time provided for
the consideration of Private Members' Business has now expired
and the order is dropped to the bottom of the order of precedence
on the order paper.

It being 2.30 p.m. this House stands adjourned until Monday
next at 11 am. pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2.30 p.m.)
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LUNN, GaIY ..ot Saanich— GulfIdlands .. ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor General of Canada ............ Cadigan .................. PrinceEdwardIsland . Lib.
MacKay,Peter ... .. ... Pictou — Antigonish —

Guysborough .............. NovaScotia ......... PC

Mahoney, Steve . ... ..o MississaugaWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . .......... . Bramalea— Gore —

Malton— Springdale . .. .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Maloney,John . ... ... Erie—Lincoln ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Mancini, Peter ... ... .. Sydney — Victoria .. .... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .......................... OttawaSouth .............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Manning, Preston, Leader of theOpposition....................... Calgary Southwest . .. ....... Alberta.............. Ref.
Marceau,Richard . ............. ... .. Charlesbourg .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . QuébecEast ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister for International Trade............... YorkWest................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Mark, INKy ... Dauphin— SwanRiver .. ... Manitoba............ Ref.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister for International Cooperation and

Minister responsiblefor Francophonie . ........................ Sudbury ...l Oontario ............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca... BritishColumbia .. ... Ref.
Martin,Pat . ........ .. WinnipegCentre ........... Manitoba............ NDP
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard .......... Quebec ............. Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister

responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .o L Hull —Aylmer ............ Quebec ............. Lib.
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St. George's ... ... Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Mayfield, Philip ... ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... . ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole .. ... Edmonton Southwest . ... ... Alberta.............. Ref.
McCormick, Larry .. ... Hastings— Frontenac —

Lennox and Addington. . .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
McDonough, AleXa. . .. ..o Halifax.................... NovaScotia ......... NDP
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand

Agri—Food ... Egmont ................... PrinceEdward Island . Lib.
McKay,John ... ScarboroughEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of

Canada. . ... EdmontonWest ............ Alberta.............. Lib.
McNally,Grant . ... Dewdney — Alouette .. . . ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
McTeague,Dan ....... ..o Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge Ontario ............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted . ... VancouverQuadra. .. ....... British Columbia . . ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ......... ... ... . Hochelaga— Maisonneuve.. Quebec ............. BQ
Mercier,Paul ........ ... . . Terrebonne— Blainville .... Quebec ............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... South Surrey — White

Rock —Langley ........... BritishColumbia . . ... Ref.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State  gonavista— Trinity —

(Atlantic CanadaOpportunitieSAgency) ............cocoenvn.. Conception ................ Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the

Whole . ... Kingstonandtheldlands .... Ontario ............. Lib.
Mills,Bob . ..o RedDeer .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Mills, DENNIST. ...t e Broadview — Greenwood ... Ontario ............. Lib.
MIiNNa, Maria . ... Beaches— East York ....... Oontario ............. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Parks) .................... Parry Sound — Muskoka.... Ontario ............. Lib.
MOITISON, LeB . . ..o CypressHills— Grasslands..  Saskatchewan........ Ref.
MuUISE, MarK . ..o WestNova ................ NovaScotia ......... PC
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
MYers, LYNN ... Waterloo— Wellington ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Nault, RobertD. .. ... Kenora— Rainy River .. .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Bellechasse— Etchemins—

Agri—Food)(FisheriesandOceans) ...............c.ovviieann.. Montmagny — L’ Idlet ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
NUNZIata, JONN . ... York South— Weston ... . ... Oontario ............. Ind.
Nystrom, Hon. Lorne ... ... Regina— Qu'Appelle ...... Saskatchewan. .. ..... NDP
O'Brien,LawrenceD. . ... Labrador .................. Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.

O Brien,Pat ... London — Fanshawe ....... Oontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
OReilly,John ... .. Haliburton — Victoria—
Brock ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Obhrai,Deepak . ..... ... CalgaryEast ............... Alberta.............. Ref.
Pagtakhan, Rey D. ... ... i Winnipeg North— St. Paul .. Manitoba............ Lib.
Pankiw, JIM ..o Saskatoon — Humboldt . .. .. Saskatchewan. ... .... Ref.
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for I nternational
Cooperation and Minister responsiblefor Francophonie ... ... . ... Brome— Missisquoi ....... Quebec ............. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ............... ... ... L. NiagaraCentre ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works
and Government SErVICES . . . ... e vt MississaugaCentre ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Patry,Bernard . ........ ... Pierrefonds— Dollard ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver ................ Alberta.............. Ref.
PeriC, Janko . ... Cambridge ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Perron, GIllEeS—A. .. ... Riviére-des-Milleles. . .. .. QuebeC ............. BQ
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial
INSLtULIONS) . ... oo Willowdale ................ Ontario ............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment  Papineau— Saint-Denis .... Quebec ............. Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National
Revenue ........ ... HamiltonMountain ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... Drummond ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry . ... Chatham — Kent Essex ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFals............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS .. ... Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet —
Bécancour................. Quebec ............. BQ
Power,Charlie ....... ... St.John'sWest............. Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Pratt, David . ...t Nepean— Carleton .. ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Price, David . ... Compton — Stanstead .. . . .. Quebec ............. PC
Proctor, DicK . ... Paliser.................... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Proud, GEOrge . ......oi Hillsborough .............. Prince Edward Island Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...ttt SaultSte. Marie ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Redman, Karen ... KitchenerCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reed, Julian, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ..  Halton .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reynolds, John. ... West Vancouver — Sunshine
Coast ........cooiiiii BritishColumbia . . . .. Ref.
Richardson,John . ..... ... Perth— Middlesex ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops, Thompson and
HighlandValleys........... British Columbia . .. .. NDP
RItZ, GOITY Battlefords— Lloydminster .  Saskatchewan........ Ref.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration... Westmount— Ville-Marie .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . Burnaby — Douglas . ....... British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ............. Quebec ............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . ... ......................... EtobicokeCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada Brossard— LaPrairie. ... . .. Quebec ............. Lib.
SEIUHEN, GUY e Abitibi — Baie-James—
Nunavik .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Repentigny ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... Kelowna .................. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Scott, HON. Andy ... o Fredericton ................ New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
SEKOra, LOU . Port Moody — Coquitlam —
Port Coquitlam ............. BritishColumbia . . . .. Lib.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— Cochrane... Ontario ............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex . ... . Durham ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat .............. Alberta.............. Ref.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
SolomMoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — Lake

Centre .................... Saskatchewan. . .. .. .. NDP
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Haldimand — Norfolk —

Trade .. ..o Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
St.Denis, Brent . ... Algoma— Manitoulin . ... .. Ontario ............. Lib.
StHilaire,Caroline. ... Longueuil ................. Quebec ............. BQ
St=Jacques,Diane ... ... Shefford .................. Quebec ............. PC
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce ............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Minister of theEnvironment . .............. Northumberland............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

Development . ...... ... Brant ..................... ontario ............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap ... ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
Stoffer, Peter . ... Sackville— Musguodoboit

Valley — EasternShore ... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValey .............. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship

and Immigration . . ... Kitchener — Waterloo . .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the

Whole ... Saint-Lambert ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Thompson, Greg . .. ..o New Brunswick Southwest ..  New Brunswick ...... PC
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the

Environment ... Burlington................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Tremblay,Stéphan .......... ... i Lac-Saint-Jean ............ Quebec ............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ...........co i Rimouski — Mitis.......... Quebec ............. BQ
Turp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.... Quebec ............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o Lambton — Kent —

Middlesex ................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ... ..... Stoney Creek .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . .. ... .. PrinceEdward — Hastings .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Vautour, ANgela. . . ... Beauségour — Petitcodiac ... NewBrunswick ...... NDP
VElacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............... Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Venng Pierrette . ... Saint—-Bruno — Saint—Hubert  Quebec ............. BQ
Volpe, JOSEPN . . ..o Eglinton — Lawrence. . ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest . . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ....... ..o Winnipeg North Centre ... ... Manitoba............ NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ................. New Brunswick . ..... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... EsseX ... Oontario ............. Lib.
White,Randy . ... ... Langley — Abbotsford . . . . .. British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver ........... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs .. Nipissing.................. Oontario ............. Lib.
VACANCY Windsor — St.Clair ........ Oontario .............

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic
Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Nameof Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary — NoseHill .................. Ref.
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l Ref.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol Ref.
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Ref.
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton — Strathcona .............. Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... Ref.
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ref.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
Manning, Preston, Leader of the Opposition . ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay — Columbia................ Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . .................ccou.. .. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta— South Richmond ............. Ref.
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of National Revenue .................... Vancouver South— Burnaby .......... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... Ref.
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam —
Burnaby ...............al Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni .................. Ref.
GOUK, JIM Kootenay — Boundary — Okanagan ... Ref.
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... Ref.
Harris, Richard M. .. ... .. Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... Ref.
Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihalla .............. Ref.
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Hill day ..o Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... Ref.
Leung, Sophia . ... ... VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
LUNN, GaIY ..t e Saanich— Gulfldands ............... Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ..o Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. Ref.
MCNallY, Grant .. ... Dewdney — Alouette . ................ Ref.
MCEWhINney, Ted . . . ... e VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... .. South Surrey — WhiteRock — Langley  Ref.
Reynolds, JONN . . ... . West Vancouver — SunshineCoast . . . .. Ref.
RIS, NEISON .. Kamloops, Thompson and Highland
Valeys ... NDP
RoObINSON, Svend J. . ... ... Burnaby —Douglas .................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e Kelowna .................oooiiL. Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SEKOMA, LOU ..t Port Moody — Coquitlam — Port
Coquitlam ... Lib.
SHNSON, Darrel . ... Okanagan—Shuswap ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValey ........................ Ref.
White, Randy . .. ... .. Langley — Abbotsford . ............... Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

Alcock, Reg, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... Winnipeg— Transcona ............... NDP
Borotsik, RICK ... ... Brandon—Souris.................... PC
Degarlais,Bev . . ... Churchill ............................ NDP
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Science, Research and

Development)(WesternEconomicDiversification) ................ ...t SaintBoniface ............. ... ... Lib.
Harvard, JONN . . ... Charleswood St. James— Assiniboia ... Lib.
Hilstrom, Howard .. ... e Selkirk—Interlake . .................. Ref.
Hoeppner, JaKE E. .. ... Portage—Lisgar..................... Ref.
Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeVEIOPIMENT . ..o Provencher ............ ... ... ... ... Lib.
Mark, INKY .. Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... Ref.
Martin, Pat ... ... . WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Pagtakhan, Rey D. . . ... . Winnipeg North— St. Paul ............ Lib.
WasylyCiaLeiS,Judy .. ........ouii WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue— Mactaquac ................ PC
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Ministerof Labour . .............. ..o, Moncton — Riverview — Dieppe ...... Lib.
DUDE JEAN . ..o Madawaska— Restigouche............ PC
GOiN, YVON . . .o Acadie—Bathurst ................... NDP
Herron, JONN . . ... Fundy —Royal ...................... PC
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
SCOtt, HON. ANy . ..o Fredericton .......................... Lib.
ThOmMPSON, Greg . . ..ot e e New Brunswick Southwest ............ PC
VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beauséjour — Petitcodiac ............. NDP

Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
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NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
BaKer, GEOIgE S, .. it Gander — GrandFalls ................ Lib.
Byrne, Gerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resourcesand Minister
responsiblefor the CanadianWheatBoard ................... ... ......o..... Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte . . ... Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St.George’'s . .............. .. PC
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) ... v vttt e Bonavista— Trinity — Conception. ... .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. . ... i Labrador ............ ... ... ... Lib.
Power,Charlie . ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ......... .. Nunavut ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt .. ... Kings—Hants....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland— Colchester ............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... Brasd'Or — CapeBreton ............. NDP
EBarle, Gordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore ....................ott. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou — Antigonish — Guysborough .. PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney — Victoria ................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . ... Halifax...........oooiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
SOff e, PELEr . . .. Sackville— Musguodoboit
Valey —EasternShore . .............. NDP
ONTARIO (102)
Adams, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COMIMONS . .. e e e e e Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUN AN, SATKIS . . . o oot BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oo Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . ..o LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . . ... .. BramptonWest — Mississauga. . . ... .. Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Timmins— JamesBay ................ Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage ......... Ottawa— Vanier ..................... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . ... o Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan — King—Aurora ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeVEIOPIMENT . ..o Oakville............oo it Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth— Burlington ............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ... Lib.

Calder, MUITAY . . . Dufferin— Peel — Wellington— Grey .  Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Cannis, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, Elinor, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health . ..................... Thornhill ............. ... ... . ... Lib.
Carroll, AT EEN ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest — Nepean ............... Lib.
Chamberlain, Brenda, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ............... Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke .. . .. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ...t DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e e Thunder Bay — Superior North ........ Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
CULEN, ROY .. EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers,Paul ... ... SimcoeNorth ........................ Lib.
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport .................. Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ............oooviiinn... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford .........co i Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, JONN . . .. DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre— Rosedale ........... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................o i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnierni, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board and Minister

responsibleforInfrastructure .............. . Trinity — Spadina.................... Lib.
Jackson, OVId L. ... Bruce—Grey ... Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
KOS, AN . . .o HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont — Dundas— Charlottenburgh  Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary toPrimeMinister .......................... Elgin— Middlesex—London ... ...... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . . ... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Industry ................... St.Catharines ...t Lib.
LB, DErEK .. Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Longfield, Judi . . ... ... Whithy — Ajax ...................... Lib.
Mahoney, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . ... ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton —

Springdale. ... Lib.

Maloney, JONN . ... Erie—Lincoln ...................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry ................. i i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister for International Trade . .. ............ ... ... ... .. YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible

for Francophonie .. ... ... Sudbury ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and

Addington ...l Lib.

MceKay, JONN ... ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan ... ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge . .. ...... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
MINNa, Maria . ... e e Beaches— EastYork ................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Parks) . ...t Parry Sound — Muskoka.............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.

MYEIS, LYNN L Waterloo— Wellington ............... Lib.
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Nault, RODE D . . . .. Kenora— RainyRiver ................ Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e York South—Weston ................ Ind.
O BIHEN, Pat . ... London —Fanshawe ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Haliburton — Victoria— Brock . . ... ... Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ......... ... i NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Worksand

GOVEINMENESEIVICES ..ottt e MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ...................ol Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Ingtitutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue ............ HamiltonMountain ................... Lib.
PiCKard, JBrTY . Chatham — KentEssex ............... Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . . . ... Nepean— Carleton................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen . ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ................ Haton ........ ... ... ... il Lib.
Richardson, JONn . . ... o Perth— Middlesex ................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . . ........... .. oo EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— Cochrane ............. Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haldimand — Norfolk — Brant ........ Lib.
St DENIS, Brent . ... Algoma— Manitoulin ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . ... ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Minister of theEnvironment . ............................ Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ........... Brant ............. Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.  Kitchener— Waterloo ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of theEnvironment ............ Burlington........................... Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAI . ..ot Lambton — Kent — Middlesex ........ Lib.
Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Finance ...................... Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
VOIPE, JOSEPN . . .o Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib.
WIlTEIt, BIrYON .. OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiit. Lib.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs . ............... NIpisSINg .. ..o Lib.
VA CANCY L Windsor— St.Clair ..................

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, Wayne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans ......... Malpeque ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor Generalof Canada .. ........................ Cadigan ..., Lib.
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . . .. Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, GEOIQE . ...t Hillsborough ........................ Lib.
QUEBEC (75)

Alarie HEBNE. . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSElIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccouioo... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond — Arthabaska.............. PC
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ



Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation

Bakopanos, Eleni, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada ... Ahuntsic ............................ Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ........ . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres— Les—Patriotes ............ BQ
Bernier, YVaN . .o Bonaventure— Gaspé— lles-de-la—
Madeleine—Pabok .................. BQ
Bertrand, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence........... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, Pl e . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cardin, SErgE . .ot Sherbrooke ............ ... BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada
fortheRegionsof QUEDEC) ... ... .ot Outremont..............ccviiin... Lib.
Charbonneall, YVON . ... e Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ...t Sant-Maurice ................. .. Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . ...ttt e e Frontenac— Mégantic ................ BQ
Coderre, DENIS . ..o Bourassa .............coiiiiii Lib.
Cré&te, Paul . ... Kamouraska— Riviére-du—Loup —
Témiscouata— LesBasgues . .......... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ............. . i LavalCentre.....................oo... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . ... ... LavalEBast ..............cooiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ Saint-Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, NiCK . ... ..o Vaudreuil — Soulanges ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce.............o i Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ot e e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—-de-la—Chaudiéere. . . . .. BQ
Duceppe, GIlleS . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o ettt Argenteuil — Papineau — Mirabel .. ... BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila . ... MountRoyal ................... ... .. Lib.
Folco,Raymonde . ....... . i LavalWest ...............cooivii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain .. ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard — Saint—Michel ........ Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStiang . ... ....it i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
GOdiN, MaUFICe . ...t e Chéteauguay . ...............coooiin. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . .. e e e e Laurentides................ ... BQ
Guimond, Michel .. ... . Beauport — Montmorency — Cote—de—
Beaupré— lle-d’'Orléans.............. BQ
Harvey, ANAre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... PC
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace— Lachine .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t e e Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Laurin ReNG . . .. Joliette . ......... . BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun— Saint-Henri ................ Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
LefbVre, REEaN . ... . Champlain .......................... Ind.
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... . . QuébecEast ......................... BQ

Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........... .. ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
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Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INFrastrUCIUNE . ..o Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... ..o Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne— Blainville .............. BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food)(Fisheriesand  ggj|echasse— Etchemins—

OCEANS) ..ttt ettt Montmagny — L'Islet ................ Lib.
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for I nternational Cooperation

and Minister responsiblefor Francophonie .............. ... ... ... ... L. Brome— Missisquoi ................. Lib.
Patry, Bernard ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Parron, GIllES—A. . .. oo Riviere—des-Mille-iles................ BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau— Saint-Denis .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet— Bécancour . BQ
Price, David . ... Compton— Stanstead ................ PC
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Westmount — Ville-Marie ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor Generalof Canada ............. Brossard— LaPrairie................. Lib.
SEIUHEN, GUY .. e Abitibi — Baie-James— Nunavik. . . ... Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .......... ... PC
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE . .. ... . Rimouski — Mitis.................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Bruno — Saint—Hubert .......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Axworthy, Chris ... Saskatoon — Rosetown — Biggar ... . .. NDP
Baley, ROy ... Souris— MooseMountain ............ Ref.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . ... Wascana ............ccoiiii Lib.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ... Ref.
Konrad, DErreK . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ Ref.
Laliberte, RiCK ... ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . e CypressHills— Grasslands. ........... Ref.
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE ... . e Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... Ref.
Proctor, DICK . ... Paliser..........cooi NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords— Lloydminster ........... Ref.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — LakeCentre. . . .. NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..ot e e Wanuskewin. .............coovvnnn... Ref.

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON ..o NDP
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES

(Asof March 19th, 1999 — 1st Session, 36th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Guy St—Julien Vice-Chairmen:  John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Claude Bachand David Iftody Judi Longfield Mike Scott (16)
John Bryden Nancy Karetak—Lindell Robert Nault Myron Thompson
Ghislain Fournier Gerad Keddy Lawrence O'Brien Bryon Wilfert
Louise Hardy
Associate Members
Cliff Breitkreuz Pierre de Savoye Maurice Godin Keith Martin
René Canuel Gordon Earle Rick Laliberte Gilles Perron
Serge Cardin Reed Elley John Maloney Maurice Vellacott
Bill Casey
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chairman: John Harvard Vice-Chairmen: Murray Calder
Howard Hilstrom
Hélene Alarie Denis Coderre Larry McCormick Dick Proctor (16)
Paul Bonwick Odina Desrochers Joe McGuire Paul Steckle
Rick Borotsik Jake Hoeppner lan Murray Rose-Marie Ur
Garry Breitkreuz
Associate Members
Peter Adams Rick Casson John Maloney Greg Thompson
Leon Benoit Michelle Dockrill Lorne Nystrom Myron Thompson
Pierre Brien Allan Kerpan John Solomon
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chairman: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairmen: Inky Mark
Ted McWhinney
Mauril Bélanger John Godfrey Wendy Lill Mark Muise (16)
Paul Bonwick Joe Jordan Eric Lowther Jim Pankiw
Sarmite Bulte Raymond Lavigne DennisMills Caroline St—Hilaire

Maurice Dumas

Jim Abbott
André Bachand
Claude Bachand
Carolyn Bennett
Rick Borotsik
Cliff Breitkreuz

Pierre Brien

Serge Cardin
Denis Coderre
Antoine Dubé
Gordon Earle
Christiane Gagnon

Associate Members

Monique Guay
Albina Guarnieri
Rick Laliberte
Francine Lalonde
Peter MacKay
Pat O'Brien

Louis Plamondon
George Proud
Benoit Sauvageau
Suzanne Tremblay
Elsie Wayne
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE STUDY OF SPORT IN CANADA

Chairman: DennisMills
Denis Coderre Wendy Lill Inky Mark George Proud 9
Albina Guarnieri Peter MacK ay Pat O’Brien Suzanne Tremblay

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION
Chair: Rey Pagtakhan Vice-Chairs: Leon Benoit
Raymonde Folco
Mark Assad Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Patrick Martin Réal Ménard (16)
Jean Augustine Sophia Leung John McKay Jack Ramsay
Paul DeVillers Steve Mahoney Grant McNally Andrew Telegdi
Norman Doyle
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Serge Cardin Monique Guay Benoit Sauvageau
Bernard Bigras Libby Davies Louise Hardy Diane St-Jacques
Pierre Brien Gordon Earle Deepak Obhrai Daniel Turp
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Chairman: Charles Caccia Vice-Chairmen: Bill Gilmour
Karen Kraft Sloan
Sarkis Assadourian Yvon Charbonneau Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Rick Laliberte (16)
Gérard Asselin Paul Forseth John Herron David Pratt
Aileen Carroll Roger Gallaway Joe Jordan Paddy Torsney
Rick Casson
Associate Members

Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Louise Hardy Nelson Riis
Peter Adams Chuck Cadman Gar Knutson Benoit Sauvageau
Hélene Alarie Serge Cardin Clifford Lincoln Peter Stoffer
Leon Benoit John Duncan David Price Stéphan Tremblay

Bernard Bigras

Maurice Godin
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FINANCE
Chairman: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice-Chairs: Nick Discepola
Richard M. Harris
Carolyn Bennett Roger Gallaway Gary Pillitteri Monte Solberg (16)
Scott Brison Sophia Leung Karen Redman Paul Szabo
Odina Desrochers Yvan Loubier Nelson Riis Tony Valeri
Ken Epp
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Antoine Dubé Francine Lalonde Gilles Perron
Rob Anders Paul Forseth Peter MacK ay Pauline Picard
Chris Axworthy Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Richard Marceau Charlie Power
Rick Borotsik John Herron Alexa McDonough Gerry Ritz
Pierre Brien Dale Johnston John McKay Yves Rocheleau
Serge Cardin Jim Jones Bob Mills John Solomon
Michelle Dockrill Jason Kenney Lynn Myers Stéphan Tremblay
Norman Doyle Stan Keyes Lorne Nystrom Pierrette Venne
Claude Drouin
FISHERIES AND OCEANS
Chairman: Charles Hubbard Vice-Chairmen:  John Cummins
Carmen Provenzano
Yvan Bernier Gar Knutson Bill Matthews Lou Sekora (16)
Claude Drouin Gary Lunn Lawrence O'Brien Paul Steckle
Wayne Easter Keith Martin Yves Rocheleau Peter Stoffer
Nancy Karetak—Lindell
Associate Members
GillesBernier Ghidain Fournier Denis Paradis Mike Scott
René Canuel Bill Gilmour Svend Robinson Angela Vautour
Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chairman: Bill Graham Vice-Chairs: Colleen Beaumier
Bob Mills
Sarkis Assadourian Maud Debien Jerry Pickard Bob Speller (18)
Jean Augustine Sheila Finestone Julian Reed Darrel Stinson
André Bachand Bernard Patry Svend Robinson Daniel Turp
John Cannis Charlie Penson Benoit Sauvageau
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Aileen Carroall Patrick Martin Charlie Power
Bill Blaikie Raymonde Folco Ted McWhinney Nelson Riis
Paul Bonwick Gurmant Grewal Paul Mercier John Solomon
Claudette Bradshaw Monique Guay Robert Nault Diane St-Jacques
Sarmite Bulte René Laurin Lorne Nystrom Chuck Strahl
Murray Calder Richard Marceau Deepak Obhrai Stéphan Tremblay
Serge Cardin Keith Martin
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Colleen Beaumier
Jean Augustine Claudette Bradshaw Sheila Finestone Svend Robinson 9
Paul Bonwick Maud Debien Keith Martin Diane St-Jacques

SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
TRADE DISPUTES AND INVESTMENT

Chairman: Sarmite Bulte
Sarkis Assadourian Bill Blaikie Raymonde Folco Benoit Sauvageau 9
André Bachand Murray Calder Charlie Penson Bob Speller

HEALTH
Chair: Joseph Volpe Vice-Chairs: Reed Elley
Ovid Jackson
Elinor Caplan Robert Nault Karen Redman Rose-Marie Ur (16)
Gurmant Grewal Bernard Patry Caroline St—Hilaire Maurice Vellacott
Dan McTeague Pauline Picard Greg Thompson Judy Wasylycia-Leis
MariaMinna
Associate Members
Carolyn Bennett Libby Davies Christiane Gagnon Keith Martin
Bernard Bigras Pierre de Savoye John Herron Réal Ménard
Pierre Brien Michelle Dockrill Grant Hill Lynn Myers
Serge Cardin Antoine Dubé John Maloney
HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES
Chairman: Albina Guarnieri Vice-Chairs: Dale Johnston
Bryon Wilfert

Diane Ablonczy Hec Clouthier Jean Dubé John O’ Rellly (18)
Bernard Bigras Denis Coderre Christiane Gagnon Andy Scott
Bonnie Brown Paul Créte John Godfrey Maurice Vellacott
Brenda Chamberlain Libby Davies Larry McCormick

Eleni Bakopanos

Carolyn Bennett

Yvan Bernier

Pierre Brien

Serge Cardin

Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
Bev Degjarlais

Michelle Dockrill

Antoine Dubé

Maurice Dumas
Jocelyne Girard-Bujold
Yvon Godin

Deborah Grey

Ovid Jackson

Joe Jordan

Nancy Karetak—Lindell

Associate Members

Karen Kraft Sloan
Wendy Lill

Judi Longfield
Eric Lowther
Richard Marceau
Patrick Martin
Réal Ménard
MariaMinna

Mark Muise
Lorne Nystrom
Rey Pagtakhan
Yves Rocheleau
Diane St-Jacques
Stéphan Tremblay
Angela Vautour
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Chair: Carolyn Bennett
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Joe Jordan Wendy Lill Mark Muise 9)
Deborah Grey Nancy Karetak—Lindell Judi Longfield Andy Scott

INDUSTRY
Chair: Susan Whelan Vice-Chairmen: Eugéne Bellemare
Rahim Jaffer
Chris Axworthy Jim Jones Walt Lastewka Jim Pankiw (16)
Sue Barnes Stan Keyes Eric Lowther Janko Perié
Antoine Dubé Francine Lalonde lan Murray Alex Shepherd
Marlene Jennings
Associate Members
Peter Adams Serge Cardin Philip Mayfield Benoit Sauvageau
Héléne Alarie Jean Dubé Réal Ménard Werner Schmidt
Pierre Brien Christiane Gagnon Va Meredith John Solomon
Chuck Cadman Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Nelson Riis
JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Chair: John Maloney Vice-Chairmen: Chuck Cadman
Paul DeVillers

Jim Abbott Aileen Carroll Peter MacK ay John McKay (16)
Reg Alcock lvan Grose Peter Mancini John Reynolds
Eleni Bakopanos Derek Lee Richard Marceau Jacques Saada

Michel Bellehumeur

Associate Members

Bernard Bigras Michel Guimond Réal Ménard Caroline St-Hilaire
Pierre Brien Louise Hardy Mark Muise Diane St-Jacques
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Richard M. Harris Lynn Myers Darrel Stinson
Pierre de Savoye Jay Hill Jack Ramsay Tom Wappel
Christiane Gagnon Gary Lunn Svend Robinson Randy White
Jim Gouk Keith Martin
SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE CORRECTIONS AND CONDITIONAL RELEASE ACT

Chairman: Paul DeVillers
Jm Gouk Peter MacK ay Richard Marceau Jacques Saada 9
lvan Grose Peter Mancini Lynn Myers Tom Wappel




22

LIAISON
Chairman: Bill Graham Vice-Chairman:  Susan Whelan
Peter Adams Gurmant Grewal Clifford Lincoln Brent St. Denis (29)
Maurizio Bevilacqua Albina Guarnieri Gurbax Malhi Guy St-Julien
Raymond Bonin John Harvard Pat O’Brien Joe Volpe
Charles Caccia Charles Hubbard Rey Pagtakhan John Williams
Sheila Finestone
Associate Members
Stéphane Bergeron Jay Hill Chuck Strahl Randy White
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
NATIONAL DEFENCE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
Chairman: Pat O’Brien Vice-Chairmen:  Art Hanger
David Pratt
Robert Bertrand Peter Goldring Judi Longfield George Proud (16)
Hec Clouthier Jim Hart John O’ Rellly John Richardson
Gordon Earle René Laurin David Price Bob Wood
Maurice Godin
Associate Members
Rob Anders Serge Cardin Peter Mancini Daniel Turp
Leon Benoit Monique Guay Patrick Martin Pierrette Venne
Pierre Brien John Maloney Janko Perié Elsie Wayne
NATURAL RESOURCES AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
Chairman: Brent St. Denis Vice-Chairmen: Dave Chatters
Benoit Serré
Réginald Bélair Pierre de Savoye Tony lanno Carolyn Parrish (16)
Gilles Bernier John Duncan Marlene Jennings Carmen Provenzano
Gerry Byrne Yvon Godin Ghidlain Lebel Werner Schmidt
Roy Cullen
Associate Members
Jim Abbott René Canuel Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Nelson Riis
Hélene Alarie Serge Cardin Jim Jones Darrel Stinson
Chris Axworthy Jean-Guy Chrétien Gerad Keddy Angela Vautour
Cliff Breitkreuz Michelle Dockrill Gilles Perron Pierrette Venne

Pierre Brien

Ghidlain Fournier




PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Chair: Peter Adams Vice-Chairs: Marlene Catterall
Chuck Strahl
Roy Bailey Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Bob Kilger John Richardson (16)
George Baker Joe Fontana Gar Knutson John Solomon
Stéphane Bergeron André Harvey Lynn Myers Randy White

Yvon Charbonneau

Associate Members

Michel Bellehumeur Michelle Dockrill Jay Hill Bill Matthews

Bill Blaikie Norman Doyle Joe Jordan Grant McNally
Don Boudria Gurmant Grewal René Laurin Réal Ménard
Garry Breitkreuz Deborah Grey Steve Mahoney Suzanne Tremblay
Elinor Caplan Mac Harb

SUB-COMMITTEE ON MEMBERS SERVICES
Chairman:

Garry Breitkreuz Norman E. Doyle Bob Kilger John Solomon 5)
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral

SUB-COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS
Chair: Lynn Myers

William Blaikie Deborah Grey André Harvey Joe Jordan (6)
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral

SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
Chairman: Bob Kilger

Stéphane Bergeron Don Boudria André Harvey Randy White (6)
Bill Blaikie
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Chairman: John Williams Vice-Chairmen: lvan Grose
Lynn Myers
Mark Assad Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield Beth Phinney 17)
Eugéne Bellemare Mac Harb Lorne Nystrom Jerry Pickard
Serge Cardin Jason Kenney Gilles Perron Charlie Power
John Finlay Steve Mahoney
Associate Members
Peter Adams Bev Degjarlais Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Derrek Konrad
Roy Bailey Odina Desrochers Gurmant Grewal Ghidlain Lebel
Garry Breitkreuz Michelle Dockrill Michel Guimond Peter Stoffer
Scott Brison Antoine Dubé Jim Jones Pierrette Venne
Rick Casson Christiane Gagnon
SUB-COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL REPORTING

Chairman: John Williams

Serge Cardin Mac Harb Lynn Myers 4)
TRANSPORT
Chairman: Raymond Bonin Vice-Chairmen: Roy Cullen
Lee Morrison
Rob Anders John Cannis Stan Dromisky Ovid Jackson (16)
Gérard Asselin Bill Casey Claude Drouin Stan Keyes
Roy Bailey Bev Degjarlais Michel Guimond Lou Sekora
Murray Calder
Associate Members

Chris Axworthy Pierre Brien Maurice Dumas John Maloney
Yvan Bernier Serge Cardin Ghislain Fournier Yves Rocheleau
Rick Borotsik Paul Créte Rick Laliberte Elsie Wayne
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STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES
LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT

Joint Chairmen: Eymard G. Corbin Joint Vice-Chairman: Roy Bailey

Gurbax Malhi

Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:

The Honourable Senators
Roch Bolduc Richard H. Kroft Marlene Catterall Philip Mayfield (23)
Jerahmiel S. Grafstein Vivienne Poy Hec Clouthier Paul Mercier
Normand Grimard Louis J. Robichaud John Finlay Louis Plamondon
Deborah Grey David Price
Jim Karygiannis Karen Redman
Raymond Lavigne Jacques Saada
Wendy Lill Brent St. Denis

Associate Members

Libby Davies

Maurice Dumas

Rose-Marie Losier—Cool
Sheila Finestone

Joint Chairs:

Representing the Senate:

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Joint Vice-Chairmen:

Inky Mark
Denis Paradis

Representing the House of Commons:

The Honourable Senators
Gérald A. Beaudoin Jean—Claude Rivest Mauril Bélanger Val Meredith (24)
Joan Fraser Fernand Robichaud Eugéne Bellemare Mark Muise
Jean—Robert Gauthier Louis J. Robichaud Denis Coderre Louis Plamondon
Noél A. Kinsella Peter Goldring Andy Scott

Bob Kilger Suzanne Tremblay

Dan McTeague Angela Vautour

Ted McWhinney

Associate Members
Pierre Brien Yvon Godin

Maurice Dumas

Lorne Nystrom
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SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Joint Chairs: Céline Hervieux—Payette
Gurmant Grewal

Representing the Senate:

Joint Vice-Chairman:

Derek Lee

Representing the House of Commons:

The Honourable Senators
Michael Cogger P. Derek Lewis Roy Bailey Ghidlain Lebel (25)
Marisa Ferretti Barth Léonce Mercier John Bryden John Maloney
Normand Grimard Wilfred P. Moore Bill Casey lan Murray
William M. Kelly Joe Comuzzi Lorne Nystrom
Paul DeVillers Jacques Saada
Ken Epp Pierrette Venne
Jim Gouk Tom Wappel
Marlene Jennings
Associate Members
Chris Axworthy Michel Guimond
Michel Bellehumeur Richard Marceau
SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE
CHILD CUSTODY AND ACCESS
Joint Chairs: Landon Pearson
Roger Gallaway
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Erminie J. Cohen Mabel M. DeWare Eleni Bakopanos Judi Longfield (23)
Joan Cook Duncan J. Jessiman Carolyn Bennett Eric Lowther
Anne C. Cools Marian Maloney Robert Bertrand Peter Mancini
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Philip William Mayfield
Sheila Finestone Denis Paradis

Paul E. Forseth
John Harvard
Nancy Karetak—Lindell

Caroline St—Hilaire
Diane St-Jacques




The Speaker

HON. GILBERT PARENT

Panel of Chairmen of Legislative Committees

The Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MR. PETER MILLIKEN

The Deputy Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MR. IAN MCcCLELLAND

The Assistant Deputy Chairman of Commitees of the Whole

MRS. YOLANDE THIBEAULT
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The Right Hon. Jean Chrétien
The Hon. Herb Gray

The Hon. Lloyd Axworthy
TheHon. David M. Collenette
The Hon. David Anderson
The Hon. Ralph E. Goodale

The Hon. Sheila Copps
TheHon. Sergio Marchi
The Hon. John Manley
TheHon. Diane Marleau

TheHon. Paul Martin

The Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton
TheHon. Marcel Massé
TheHon. Anne McLellan
TheHon. Allan Rock
TheHon. Lawrence MacAulay
TheHon. Christine Stewart
The Hon. Alfonso Gagliano
TheHon. Lucienne Robillard
TheHon. Fred Mifflin

TheHon. Jane Stewart
The Hon. Stéphane Dion

TheHon. Pierre S. Pettigrew
TheHon. Don Boudria

TheHon. Alasdair Graham
TheHon. LyleVanclief

The Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal
TheHon. Claudette Bradshaw

The Hon. Ethel Blondin-Andrew
The Hon. Raymond Chan
TheHon. Martin Cauchon

The Hon. Hedy Fry

The Hon. David Kilgour
TheHon. Jim Peterson
TheHon. Ronald J. Duhamel

TheHon. Andrew Mitchell
TheHon. Gilbert Normand

THE MINISTRY

Accordingto precedence

PrimeMinister

Deputy Prime Minister

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Minister of Transport

Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans

Minister of Natural Resourcesand Minister responsiblefor the Canadian
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