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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, October 15, 1999

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1005)
[English]

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON ADDRESS IN REPLY

The House resumed from October 14 consideration of the
motion for an address to Her Excellency the Governor Genera in
reply to her speech at the opening of the session and of the
amendment.

Ms. Susan Whelan (Essex, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, continuing the
debate today | would like to talk about health. Our health depends
on safe and healthy food and | would like to remind the House that
the agricultural industry in my riding is one of the largest in
southeastern Canada.

The riding of Essex and the surrounding area has an ideal
growing climate. It is situated on a flat peninsula, jutting into the
United States farther south than northern California. The growing
season is the longest in Canada, averaging 212 days, with 350,000
acres of rich fertile and relatively flat farmland. There are 3,000
farms and over 400 acres of greenhouse production, producing
everything from apples and tomatoes to flowers and cacti.

Farmers provide an annua yield of fruits and vegetables,
legumes and grains totalling over $200 million annually. Today
more than 50 food and beverage processing plants account for over
$1 billion in shipments.

Our farmers take pride in nurturing the soil and producing the
freshest and healthiest produce possible. To assist the farmers in
my riding of Essex and el sewhere we will use the upcoming World
Trade Organization negotiations, including those on agriculture, to
help build a more transparent rules based global trading system,

one that ensures a level playing field, provides better access to
world markets for Canadian companies in al sectors and respects
the needs of Canadians, our culture and the environment.

| would like to remind the House that agricultural production and
its future is the very soul of this nation. The Liberal government
has been and will continue to be a very strong supporter of
agriculture.

Asthe throne speech stated, Canada's ability to adopt innovative
environmental practices and technologies will increasingly be a
part of Canada's strength in the 21st century.

Just yesterday Canada's leading automakers announced a new
fuel endorsement program designed to encourage gasoline retailers
to sell fuels that meet strict specifications, including lower sulphur,
positive combustion chamber deposit controls, no heavy metal
additives and enhanced driveability characteristics.

Those retailers who meet these specifications will be able to
obtain a licence to use the automakers' choice logo and designa
tion. To quote Genera Motor's president Maureen Kempston
Darkes: “If all vehicles on the road in Canada today could access
automakers' choice gasoline, it would be the equivalent of elimi-
nating the smog-causing emissions from amost two million cars
and light trucks”.

This will positively affect all Canadians and my constituents by
reducing the aready unacceptable levels of air pollution in Wind-
sor and Essex county.

We will go further. By improving our physical infrastructure for
the 21st century we will not only aid trade and economic growth,
we will ensure that we have clean air and water.

The government will work with other levels of government and
the private sector to reach by the end of the year 2000 an agreement
on afive year plan for improving physical infrastructure in urban
and rural regions across the country. This agreement will set out
shared principles, objectives and fiscal parameters for all partners
to increase their resources directed toward infrastructure. It will
focus on areas such as transport, tourism, telecommunications,
culture, health and safety, and the environment.

® (1010)

Tourism is a multibillion dollar industry in Windsor and Essex
which attracts day-trippers and vacationers by bridge or tunnel to
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an uncrowded, relaxed and safe destination. Tourism accounts for
our fourth largest industry, with 12% of the workforce or 16,300
people employed in accommodations, food service, amusement
and recreation. The Ambassador Bridge is North America's num-
ber one international border crossing, with over 10 million vehicles
per year travelling between our two great nations. Municipalitiesin
my riding and individual companies have communicated to me the
importance of creating a better highway system to ensure the safety
of our citizens, the efficient movement of our trades and goods, and
to increase the movement of people to our tourist attractions.

With the millennium approaching, Canada is preparing for the
arrival of the 21st century and its immediate future. We cannot
speak of the future without looking to our children. This govern-
ment recognizes that the viability and economic strength of this
nation depend on the opportunities we give our children today.

If Canada is going to be the place to be in the knowledge based
economy of the 21st century, young Canadians, our leaders and
innovators of tomorrow, must be equipped with state of the art high
tech skills. As well, they must have access to the tools and
educational opportunitieswhich will help them apply their creative
talents and hone their skills. Our goa is to give today’s young
generation of Canadians, no matter where they live, a shot at
personal success in the knowledge economy, at a job with afuture
that pays well, and at becoming our best and brightest.

SchoolNet has connected every public school and library in
Canada to the Internet. Canada is the first nation in the world to
accomplish this. The community access program has ensured that
we will have public Internet sites connected in 10,000 rural and
urban areas by the year 2000 and Computers for Schools, whose
goal of providing 250,000 computers for Canadian schools, is 60%
complete.

The throne speech reaffirms that we will build on this strong
foundation and use the world leading high tech infrastructure we
are putting in place, not only to enhance the skills and opportunities
of young Canadians, but also to broaden their understanding of
their fellow Canadians and the Canadian experience.

Canada is on the right track. The nation’s finances have been
restored and we are enjoying the longest economic expansion since
the 1960s with the creation of 1.7 million jobs since we took office.
Asthe nation’s finances have improved, the government has begun
to deliver broad based tax relief totaling $16.5 billion over three
years. As the nation’s finances continue to improve, the govern-
ment will further reduce taxes to increase the disposable income of
Canadians, enhance innovation and risk taking, and create a more
robust economy. In its next budget the government will set out a
multi-year plan for further tax reductions.

| have had my opportunity to comment on the throne speech and
the vision the government has unveiled to bring our strong nation

into the next millennium. | hope that my constituents will take the
opportunity to give me their views at the prebudget consultation |
will hold at the Essex Civic and Education Centre on November 9,
1999 at 7.00 p.m. Together we can build a stronger Canada for the
21st century.

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | want
to take a look at some things that have happened since 1993.

In the agricultural industry in my riding and in other parts of
western Canada farmers are piling grain on the ground. Their bins
are full. They have no place to put it. They cannot move it. About
40% of farmers are considering bankruptcy at this very moment.

This morning there are about 166,000 out of every million
children who are going to school hungry. They are living in
poverty. That is nearly three times as bad as it was in 1993.

The people on hundreds of reserves in this country are living in
squalor. | have seen it with my own eyes. | know what is there.

We have a fishery problem that is going on now.
It is unbelievable that it would come to this, and all since 1993.

We have first degree cop killers, murderers, walking away from
minimum security institutions. We have killersin minimum securi-
ty ingtitutions and this throne speech talks about the safety of
Canadians as a top priority.

When we look at what is going on today and that which has
occurred since 1993, | would suggest to the Canadian people
throughout this land that this entire front row is filled with
incompetent people, including the Prime Minister. How would the
member respond to these tragedies that are happening today, right
before her eyes?

® (1015)

Ms. Susan Whelan: Mr. Speaker, with all due respect to the hon.
member, which is hard for me to find right now, the government
has already invested an additional $1.7 billion toward low income
families and children. The member who just spoke voted against
that. He now has the nerve to stand in the House and talk about
poverty and children when he voted against money going to low
income families and to children.

The Prime Minister has led the government and the country to
the lowest unemployment rate in years. Canadians are back to
work. We have new programs in our schools. We are connected to
the Internet with leading edge technology. We are investing in
research. We are attracting the best and brightest to Canada.

Maybe the hon. member should come to the industry committee
once in a while and hear what researchers in Canada have to say
about the opportunities that exist in Canada and what attracts them.
The bottom lineisnot thedollars. It iswhere they can go and what
they can do. If members on that side would show up a committee
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they would obviously know that. Since they are never there they
cannot say anything about it.

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
obviously we have again heard non-answers from a government
member to some very direct questions from my colleague from
Wild Rose.

The member talked about being on track. Someone needs to
wake her up because there has been a derailment. The government
is very off track.

The member mentioned broad based tax relief as though the
government had actually delivered it. She talked about $16.5
billion of tax relief but, surprise, neglected to mention that the
government at the same time has wrung $18 billion out of the
Canadian people in tax increases. We talk about the $16 billion of
tax relief but we do not mention that we have raised and wrung $18
billion more out of Canadians at the very same time. That is a net
loss and the member has the gall to stand in her place and defend
her government by saying that it has provided broad based tax
relief. How can she do that?

Ms. Susan Whelan: Mr. Speaker, obviously the math on the
other side is a little distorted as usual.

When we go from double digit unemployment to single digit
unemployment we obviously will have more Canadians working.
More Canadians working means more tax dollars. That is why we
have been able to provide $16.5 billion in tax relief and why we
made a very clear announcement in the throne speech.

In case they did not hear me the first time, we very clearly state
in the throne speech that the government will set out a multi-year
plan for further tax reductions. Canadians know that we have a
balanced approach. Canadians supported usin the 1997 election on
a balanced approach.

| know it bothers some members on the opposite side to think
that Canadians want social programs at the same time as they want
balance, with debt reduction and tax relief.

Just the other day | had a dinner meeting and by chance two
people there, one from the health care sector and one who makes
substantial amounts of money from a different type of profession,
were at odds on what should happen, but both of them agreed that
we have to support the socia programs as much as we have to
provide tax relief.

| very clearly answered the question when | stated that we have
gone from double digit to single digit unemployment.

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am
glad to be part of the debate this morning. | enjoyed the throne
speech, but the main event for me and | think for many in the
media and otherswas really the Leader of the Opposition’sreply to
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the throne speech. | always look forward to his comments. What a
great job he did.

Reflecting on the throne speech, some Liberals seem to believe
that spending money on government programs aimed at children
will help with the challenges that Canadian families face. Unfortu-
nately, investing in more new federal programs, the latest code
word being investing, is really just more spending and spending
financed by whom? It is financed by parents. It completely misses
the importance of families in their struggles.

The issues and pressures facing Canadian families are bigger
than a few new spending programs. Everything from fiscal and
economic policy to justice and community safety issues all affect
family units.

High taxes mean fewer family outings and more financial stress.
High CPP premiums trandlate into a tax on jobs. There is aso
bracket creep. Tax inequalities and inequities mean that families
have to consider what effect employment decisions will have on
their tax bill.

® (1020)

A massive underground economy means that families are the
victims of an especially unbalanced tax burden. A confused health
care system means stress and uncertainty about the care of loved
ones.

A low dollar, almost two-thirds of the American dollar, and once
higher than the American dollar, means that families face agrocery
bill and costs for fruits and vegetables higher than ever before.

Lower productivity means a less vibrant economy, higher long
term and youth unemployment. Youth unemployment is almost
twice the rate of overall unemployment. Many of the jobs young
people get are across the border. The brain drainisareal thing and
it is breaking up families. Oppressive regulations and bloated
bureaucracies stifle the entrepreneuria spirit that is birthed within
the family.

A lax attitude toward crime and criminals and using our commu-
nities as test laboratories for rehabilitating early parolees makes
danger on our streets and violence in the playground sometimes a
redlity.

Probably a most significant concern to many in the House is the
political interference and anti-democratic patronage which weak-
ens the faith of our young people in the system. Specia interest
group funding, political slush fund contributions and other frivo-
lous attitudes toward spending tax dollars encourages a sort of
family tax rage. Children and families are all affected by these
issues.

We have heard the government talk about its concern for
children but | and other members of the House have repeatedly
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heard it refuse to deliver even when it had the opportunity to do so.
Thisisagovernment that saysit is against child pornography, it is
for greater protection from child sex offenders and it is against
family tax discrimination. Let uslook at its actions because that is
realy the most telling sign.

We have seen, in the country, the courts strike down laws that
make child pornography illegal. We saw 79 Liberal MPs and
senators write aletter to the Prime Minister urging him not to wait
for the appeal of the B.C. decision to be heard but to immediately
act in defence of Canada’s children. These Libera members
recommended that strong new child pornography legislation be
introduced as soon as the House returns. That sounds good. | and |
am sure al the members of my party would have signed that letter.
In fact, they even went on in the letter to encourage the Prime
Minister to consider the use of the notwithstanding clause to send a
clear message that Canada’'s charter of rights and freedoms would
never again be used to defend sexual abuse of Canadian children.

Tragically, we have the telling sign. These same Liberals voted
against a mation in the House to do just exactly what their letter
asked for. In February of this year every Liberal MP who signed
this letter, except the four who are now in the frozen back land of
the Liberal Party over there, the Siberia of the Liberal caucus,
voted for the motion. All the others who signed the letter voted
againgt it calling for the motion for child pornography laws to be
upheld by parliament, not struck down, the laws shaped by
parliament.

Let ustalk about another situation. The Liberals had an opportu-
nity to protect children from convicted sex offenders but failed. We
all know the Liberals waited to prorogue the House this summer
until they could get through Bill C-78. Bill C-78 alowed the
government to get its hands on the pension surplus of public
employees but they failed to pass another bill, a Reform-driven
bill, Bill C-69 which protected children from convicted sex offend-
ers. Bill C-69 was in the Senate before the pension bill but they
overlooked that and went for the money. They pushed through the
pension hill to grab the money and left our children less protected.
If that is not a telling sign of priorities, | do not know what is.
Actions speak louder than words to Canadians.

Let uslook at another one. The Liberals have refused and failed
to end the tax discrimination faced by single income families with
children. We know that in the last federal budget a typical single
earner family with two children, a family of four with a $45,000
income, pays about $4,900 in persona tax. The same single income
family is paying 136% more than adual earner family. That isright
out of the budget. However, the Liberals voted against the motion
in the House that addresses tax discrimination. They said no. The
votewas 123 in favour, most united on this side, and 145 against on
that side. This affirms again that the true vision of the Liberalsisa
continuation of their legacy of high taxes and less choice for
families.

® (1025)

The Liberal MPs say that they are concerned about pornography
and child pornography. What are they doing about it? Nothing. We
hear that they are concerned about protecting our kids, but when
they had a chance to do something about it they did nothing.

The Liberals talk about caring for and wanting to address tax
discrimination in the country. They had the opportunity but did not
move on it.

What isall thistalk about alegacy? We hear them talking about a
legacy. The Prime Minister wants a legacy. The Liberal member
from St. Paul's was quoted in the Hamilton spectator as saying:
“We want something that is a legacy”.

The Liberal member for Don Valley West was quoted as saying:
“When they look back at us 50 years from now what will be the
great thing that we did? Will anyone remember if we gave them tax
cuts? If we are going to be remembered we must do some great
thing, some great national project. What more appropriate thing for
the millennium for our legacy” —he is concerned about his
legacy—"‘than to do something for our kids".

This begs the question of what is more important to them, their
legacy or our children. Parents look after the needs of kids best but
it looks like they might also be asked to finance the Liberals
legacy building project. What a question to ask: “Will anyone
remember if we gave them tax cuts?’ Whereisthe credibility in all
of thiswhen we hear al this talk about a children’s agenda? To me
it sounds more like an agenda for children.

The Liberal member for Sarnia—L ambton was quoted recently. |
have to agree with the member, although | think his career path in
the Liberal Party is going to be severely stilted and derailed. He
fears that the national children’s agenda is a code word for big
spending, socia engineering and government meddling. He said:
“To me it's al a lot of nonsense. It is as if having children is
unnatural and the state is going to tell you how to rear your
children”. Thiswas said by a Liberal member and | can agree with
him. He is right on.

| have to inform the government that it actually already has a
legacy. The Liberal legacy is one of high tax, of high national debt,
of increasing taxes and of a huge national debt borne by our
children.

Families in Canada are actually aware of the Liberal govern-
ment’s agenda. They are quite confident that they have the ability
to look after the children. Statistics Canada noted in a recent study
that by far the majority of children living in Canadaare in excellent
and very good health according to their parents.

| do not think parents want interference by the Liberal govern-
ment. They want to be left to raise their families as they see fit.
They want a government that will give them less taxes and less
government. They want a government that respects the natural
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authority of parents and the choices they are best suited to make on
behalf of their children.

| have alot more to say but | will leave it for another time. My
number one concern is that families in the country be given the
respect and the freedom to raise their children as they see fit. |
would like to move an amendment.

® (1030)

| move:

That the amendment be amended by inserting after the words ‘“*airline industry”,
the words: **and give Canadians some indication of its vision of Canada's airline
industry in the 21st century”.

The Deputy Speaker: The question is on the amendment to the
amendment.

Ms. Louise Hardy (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the last speaker
mentioned that parents look after their children best. Over al |
would agree with him except that there are situations where parents
do not always look after the needs of their children best. It is not
because they do not want to but in some circumstances they cannot.

Does the hon. member think that every parent should be the
teacher of their child or the doctor of their child? As citizens, asa
group, can we not help each other look after our children?
Everything a government does is not necessarily some sort of
nefarious interference with those of us who are raising our chil-
dren. In fact we can help each other build a stronger society by
helping relieve the stress of a single person or a single couple
looking after their children exclusively.

Mr. Eric Lowther: Mr. Speaker, | think that isavery reasonable
question. | want to be clear on this particular point.

| am in no way advocating that as a community and as a nation of
caring people we do not support one another or that we do not
encourage one another in the rearing of our children. What | am
focusing on is the natural authority of parents in their families to
make their decisions. When they want to seek help and when they
want to get advice from their neighbours, their community or even
from their government, that should be a decision Ieft solely in the
hands of the parents to decide.

| am not talking about situations of neglect or abuse where
perhaps there is alegitimate requirement for a government to have
some intervention. We are primarily concerned that public policy
and government policy respect the role of parents to make the
decisions in the best interest of their children. They should be able
to make those choices in a fair way where tax policies do not
discriminate against one choice over another. There should be a
fair and equa playing field for parents to make the decisions
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because they are the ones who can best make the needs assessments
of their children.

Mr. Stan Keyes (Hamilton West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | just read
over the hon. member’'s amendment to the amendment. After the
words “airline industry” he wants to insert the words ““and give
Canadians some indication of its vision of Canada’s airline indus-
try in the 21st century”.

Could the hon. member tell me whether or not he is aware of the
process the government and in fact all parties of the House of
Commons are going through at this very moment?

The transport committee of the House of Commons is an
all-party parliamentary committee. Members of all parties of the
House sit on it. In fact his colleague sits as the critic on the
committee. It has aready begun its work. It is the only committee
of the House of Commons to get moving on its work.

® (1035)

Yesterday we had our first meeting. As early as Monday
afternoon we are meeting with an agenda. From all indications
from my colleagues on the committee, as well as the critic for the
member’s party, the airline issue is probably the issue the commit-
tee will be seized with immediately.

There will be input from the Standing Committee on Transport
in the form of a report. We all hope that it will be a unanimous
report back to the House of Commons as soon as possible but
within the limitations given us to do the job.

The member indicates that he is looking to the government to
provide vision. There are members on this side of the House who
are concerned. They are bringing their concerns to the attention of
our internal economic development committee chaired by the
member for Stoney Creek, and that will move forward.

Is the hon. member aware of all these different things that are
going on, including the Competition Bureau which will make
representation to the minister by the end of the month in the form
of a report? The Minister of Transport is being seized with this
issue and is getting al this input. | wonder if the member can
acknowledge that al this work is being done.

Mr. Eric Lowther: Mr. Speaker, yes, | am aware of that work
being done. | am aso aware there was no mention of the airline
industry in the Speech from the Throne. | am also aware that this
issue was not led by any plan of the Liberal government. It was led
by the industry itself. It had to take action because there was no
vision from the government.

| am not saying it should intrude in that situation, but at the same
timel am saying thereisavacuum over there. Thereisno plan. Itis
trying to cope with the realities of the marketplace and struggling



194

COMMONSDEBATES

October 15, 1999

The Address

with how to do it. | am aware of what the hon. member is pointing
out, but we are not seeing any clear direction from the government
at al. It is trying to cope with the situation.

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
it is a pleasure to enter into the debate on the Speech from the
Throne.

It is quite evident from what was not in the Speech from the
Throne that the government is clearly failing in a number of areas.
At a time when the throne speech is to lay out the government’s
priorities in the areas that it needs to pay attention to, it neglected
four of the major issues that are huge in the country right now.
Many people are talking about those issues and many people are
looking to the government for answers. There was a failure of the
Liberal government to acknowledge those issues or spell them out
in any remote detail or even in any generality.

One of the mgjor four areasis the fishing crisis happening on our
east coast. The government did not talk about that or mention it in
the throne speech. The government did not address agriculture in
that throne speech. That is a major issue for many hard working
Canadians in the agricultural field and it affects all of us.

It has neglected to talk about the airline industry, as was just
pointed out by my colleague for Calgary Centre. It hasfailed to talk
about immigration and the crisis happening in the broken system
that became so clearly evident this past summer off the west coast
of Vancouver.

| will focus most of my attention in my speech this morning on
the broken immigration system and the failure of the government
to address the crying need for change in that area. It is woeful that
the government has not taken action. The incidents that happened
this past summer of which all Canadians across the country are
aware have in essence highlighted and shone a beacon of light on
the government’s failure in this area.

The immigration system has been broken for a very long time.
Members of the opposition have been talking with the government,
pleading with it for a number of years to change the system. My
colleagues that were here years before | came here made a lot of
proactive positive suggestions to the ministers of immigration, to
the government, to the Prime Minister, and they have not acted on
them. They rebut any idea of change out of hand because it comes
from opposition members or from anybody else. They believe they
have the answers and will do what they want.

® (1040)

With that kind of attitude and that kind of approach to governing
the Liberal government gets itself into the position of crisis after
crisis after crisis because of its inability to be proactive and its

inability to look at positive solutions suggested by others, even by
peoplein its own caucus. They are rejected out of hand. Asaresult
of that attitude, that underlying philosophical approach to govern-
ing, the government neglects its responsibility. That is not accept-
able.

Members of the opposition will continue to urge that the
government take action. Failing that, we will work in whatever way
possible to become the government so that we can put in place
proactive positive approaches that solve glaring problems across
the country which the government is not willing to even go near.

I will move into a little more detail about some of points made
about our immigration system. | will quote a piece of information
that came from areport commissioned by the minister of immigra-
tion entitted “Not Just Numbers: A Canadian Framework for
Future Immigration”. This study was put together by some inde-
pendent individuals who did a broad based consultation process, in
the government’s own words, to find out what needs to be done.
Here is something that was included in the report:

In recent years in Canada, over half of all the asylum-seeking arrivals at ports of
entry had destroyed all identification documents before being seen by officials—

It goes on to say:

Recent arrivals have mainly come from countries which are stable enough to
provide identification documents. Generally, these individuals are uncooperative and
refuse to provide their names, their countries of origin, or anything else that might
assist the expeditious processing of their claim. The idea that all such persons are
reluctant to give such details because of refugee-based fears, or that the persons
helping them enter Canada are latter-day Raoul Wallenbergs, is naive. The
people-smuggling business is now as lucrative as the international drug trade.

Thiswasin areport submitted to the government, commissioned
by the government and in fact has been lost on the government. It is
another report that has simply been shelved or put away to gather
dust for another day. We can say this because the government has
rejected that notion out of hand as well as many other proposals
which have been put forward. It is a shame that is its approach to
governing.

Immigration department officials in response to the people
smuggling that occurred on the west coast this past summer have
said the following. An Immigration Canada spokesperson named
Jim Redmond has said:

Thisis not a humanitarian movement; thisis aimost a slavery movement. It's hard
on the people who are smuggled. It's organized crime at its worst.

He also said:

There is agood chance we could have more arrivals this year. It would be naive to
say it's al over.

What appears to be happening is that the Liberal government is
hoping theissue will just fade away. If it does nothing long enough
other issues will pop up which will take the attention away from
this glaring failure within its mandate so that it does not have to act
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onit. The underlying approach of the government is if it does not
do anything long enough maybe people will forget about it.

People are not forgetting about it. They are realizing that the
government is failing in the area of addressing the immigration
system. | have sat with my colleagues for two years on the
immigration committee. We have had many good debates. We have
tried to work together. We have had many very heated debates at
times too about the issue because it is a very important one.

We have been able to work co-operatively at times to look at
ideas and solutions. What tends to happen is they get rejected
because they are not approved by the minister, by the prime
minister or by the cabinet. That is a shame too because there are
many things we would like to see happen that are not happening.

The Reform Party offers a proactive positive approach rather
than this force of negativity of doing nothing offered by the Liberal
government. We have ideas, suggestions and solutions which have
been put forward time and time again. | will mention afew of them.

We have to move away from the voluntary compliance system
within the immigration system when individuals claim the protec-
tion of Canada. They can come, claim refugees status and then be
told to appear tomorrow or next week at a hearing.

® (1045)

Those who are not true refugees will abuse that and often do.
They disappear and do not go to their hearings. That is a problem.
We need a system that addresses that, a system that has individuals
maintained in an area until it is determined whether they are really
refugees or not.

That process needs to be expedited. It cannot go on for years and
years and years as it currently does. Members know that refugee
cases go on for years. People's lives are in limbo. It is not fair to
them and it is not fair to Canadians.

That process needs to be determined quickly, in a matter of days
and weeks, not months and years. It needs to be done quickly, and
once a decision is made, then it should be acted upon. If the person
is determined not to be a refugee, then they should be removed
from our country post-haste. If a person is determined to be a
refugee, then they should be integrated into our communities as
quickly as possible.

The Liberal government’s approach is to leave peopl€e's lives in
limbo, to alow people who are not refugees to be here and then to
go after people who are true refugees and deport them. The system
is broken at both ends and this Liberal government is failing.

The facts are in. The perception across our country is that this
government does not think it is a problem. The Prime Minister
himself said there is nothing wrong with our immigration laws and
there is nothing wrong with our refugee process. He said that this
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summer. In light of what is happening on the west coadt, it is
unbelievable. It is absolutely shocking that this government, in the
light of information, details and facts from its own people, fails to
act. It is unbelievable.

| urge my colleagues on the government side to apply pressureto
change the system. Failing that, the members of the opposition will
work day after day in this place, in committee and on the streets of
our nation to be proactive and positive. We will make a commit-
ment here and now that we will change the system not only within
immigration, but within all the other areas outlined in the Leader of
the Opposition’s speech for a positive vision for the future of this
country, because it is clear that today in this land the Liberal
government has failed and is visionless. We will carry the day. We
will put in place the positive solutions that will reshape our country
and take our country ahead for the next generation.

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Lakeland, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | would like
the hon. member to comment on something | find very interesting.

There has not been one question or comment on his presentation
from the members opposite. We see members from Vancouver,
members from Toronto, members whose constituents are upset that
the government has taken no action on the issue. Obviously
government members must have been told to keep quiet on this
very seriousissue. The Liberals are afraid to tackle difficult issues
and this is a difficult issue.

I would like the member to comment on the government’s
handling of this issue, in particular that none of the government
members are willing to ask a question or make a comment on the
issue.

Mr. Grant McNally: Mr. Speaker, | can only say in response to
that very good comment from my colleague that it is clear that the
government has no answers.

The member for Vancouver—Kingsway across the way is a
member of the immigration committee. She is simply not offering
any solutions.

Members of the government, ministers of the crown have said
very interesting things. The Secretary of State for Asia-Pacific said
it is sad that Canada’s screening process is being abused, and heis
angry because the generosity, the goodwill Canadians have toward
genuine refugees has been abused. That is what he has said.

An hon. member: Wait until winter.

Mr. Grant McNally: That is right. The minister said wait until
the weather gets bad so the ships stop coming. What kind of
approach is that? That is the government’s solution to a very
important issue. It isado nothing approach, just wait and hope that
people do not notice. Well, people have noticed. If the Liberalswill
not change the system, we will work day after day to sit on that side
in order to put in place our proactive solutions.
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Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker let me say to
the deputy citizenship critic for the Reform Party that as usua he
has it wrong.

Look at Canada and the success that we have had. As a matter of
fact Canada has been named the best country in the world for the
last six yearsand it is because of the people we have in this country.
The people in this country were immigrants or refugees at one
point in time.

When the member says he wants to make a determination on
refugee cases in amatter of days or weeks, he iswrong. We cannot
have a judicial system or any system that has any kind of justice
that can make a determination on somebody’s life in a day or a
week. This is the problem the Reform Party brings to this House.
The Reform Party has simplistic solutions that are not viable. | do
not want a commandant deciding in a day if somebody gets due
process. It takes some time. Our government is acting responsibly
to combat international smuggling of human beings.

The opposition parties, particularly the Reform Party on this
issue, are like ambulance chasers. They run around looking for a
problem and they point fingers. We are working. It is succeeding.
Members opposite can blow and shout but the redlity iswe have a
system which we are continuously working on to improve. It is a
very good and a very fair system, one which will be even better.

Mr. Grant McNally: Mr. Speaker, it is a broken system. The
member is in lala land. The member sits on the immigration
committee and he talks about simplistic answers. The Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration said wait until winter so the boats do
not come anymore. What about that for asimplistic answer. That is
the suggestion offered by the minister and her mouthpiece the
member for Kitchener—Waterloo.

| was in the member’s community. Talking about immigrant
communities, | talked to some of his constituents who said they
gave the member a petition and he lost it. That is the kind of
approach the member takes to constituent work. Now he has no
answers. His government has no answers to this crisis. It is clear.
The facts are in.

Ms. Sophia Leung (Vancouver Kingsway, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| want to tell my colleague that our government not only cares but
it also takes action.

Last month the Chinese government invited a small delegation
of three Liberal MPs to go there. We had a very long and detailed
discussion to establish co-operation between China and Canada to
tackle the problem of human smuggling. It is the beginning of our
work on immigration. There are many things we can tell the House.

We not only take on our concerns but members' concerns are also
in our hands. We are trying to solve the problems. We do not just
sit in this House and talk. Talk is too easy. The government takes
action.

Mr. Grant McNally: Mr. Speaker, to simply say something and
say it istrue is an interesting concept. Actions speak louder than
words. The member’s solution to the immigration crisisisto make
an educational video and send that across the waters to folks so that
they know to please not come because we are not sure what to do
with them when they get here. That is the member’s approach to
this crisis.

Rather than work for legisative change with some teeth in it that
will make a change and send a message internationally that Canada
is not an easy mark for those who would abuse our immigration
system, the member and her colleagues sit idly by and offer
solutions such as waiting for winter so the boats stop coming, or
putting together an educational video so that people stop coming.
Those are their suggestions, rather than using the legidlative
powers we have in the House to take action and make a change.

® (1055)

We can work together in the House to make legislative changes
to send a message internationally that Canada will not be an easy
mark for those who choose to abuse our system. We want a positive
system.

A member has shouted out a comment that | am not going to
repeat becauseit isin contempt. He said it the other day in question
period under his breath. He does not have the intestinal fortitude to
stand in his place and make that accusation because he knows he
would be thrown directly out of this place. He does not have the
guts to stand and deliver; rather he holds his hand in front of his
face and utters scurrilous remarks toward opposition members.

That is the approach of the government, to run scared, to do
nothing and utter attacks against those who offer positive proactive
solutions for change. Shame on the member and shame on every
one of the Liberal members for standing idly by and doing nothing
once again. That is the Liberal government’s approach to govern-
ing. Shame on the Liberal members.

The day will come soon when we will be in the Liberal
government’s place making positive proactive solutions to address
the concerns of this nation because the Liberal government simply
refuses to do so.

TheDeputy Speaker: | know we could go on with questions and
comments but really the time has expired. Given the liveliness of
the debate for a Friday, perhaps we should move on to Standing
Order 31 Statements by Members.
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STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

OLDER PERSONS

Mr. Lynn Myers (Waterloo—Wellington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
on October 1, 1999 the Canadian Medical Association joined the
United Nations in celebrating the International Day of Older
Persons which was put in place to recognize the contributions to
society of our older citizens.

Older persons across the country and around the world are an
active and important part of society. Asfellow members of society,
it is our duty to ensure these older persons receive the health care
and specia services they need and deserve. The federal govern-
ment recognizes these needs and is committed to working with
Canadians to continually improve our health care system.

We must accommodate the changing demands of our aging and
increasing population. The International Day of Older Persons gave
us the opportunity to really look at this important sector of our
population. Older persons have specia health care needs and
services which must be made readily available to them.

| would like to applaud the Canadian Medical Association’s
efforts during this international day. | urge Canadians to work
together with each other and with the government to ensure our
older persons are well taken care of.

GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOODS

Mr. Reed Elley (Nanaimo—Cowichan, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
rise to speak on behaf of many Canadians in my riding of
Nanaimo—Cowichan and across the country who are concerned
about the introduction of genetically engineered foods to the
marketplace.

While everyone is interested in ensuring that the world's food
supply grows and that the hunger pangs of children and indeed all
people disappear, there are many who share concern about the
safety of genetically engineered foods. There are too many out-
standing issues and too many questions of what if. These questions
require full answers.

The safety of our food supply cannot and must not fall into
question. We must learn from past failures, such as the testing of
our blood supply, and ensure the public that the same mistakes will
not be made again. We must take time now to ensure that the safety
of these foods is without question.

| have currently submitted a private member’s bill to be drafted
that calls for further investigation into the regulations concerning
genetically engineered foods and their mandatory labelling. Until
this process is complete, | believe that the questions will remain

S0.31

unanswered. In the near future | will be asking for support of this
bill by the members of the House.

* Kk %

GASOLINE PRICES

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, there was
ahuge jump in the price of gasin Ontario this summer. In addition,
the major oil companies continue to jerk around gas prices and
Canadians to maximize their profits.

| know the price of crude oil has gone up, but that in no way
explains current high gas prices. Some say that more than seven
cents of the new price is excess profits for the corporations. | urge
the government to initiate another inquiry into the lack of competi-
tion in gas pricing in Ontario. | believe the virtua elimination of
small retailers has produced a monopoly in the province.

| also urge the government to persuade the Government of
Ontario to use the threat of gas price regulation, which isclearly in
the jurisdiction of Queen’s Park, to pressure the oil companies to
change their ways.

® (1100)

WADE MacLAUGHLAN

Mr. Wayne Easter (Malpeque, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise to
congratulate a fellow islander, Mr. Wade MacLaughlan, on his
recent appointment as the President of the University of Prince
Edward Island.

Mr. MacLaughlan was installed as the fifth president and vice
chancellor of UPEI on October 3. He was chosen from among the
country’s leading academics for, among other things, his solid
record in university administration with the University of New
Brunswick.

Mr. MacLaughlan holds several degrees, including a Master of
Law from Yae University. His passionate commitment to the
island, outstanding experience in university administration and
wealth of connections to the community will help strengthen UPEI.

In Mr. MacLaughlan’s address he called on governments to
reinvest more generously in the university and expressed his
heartfelt desire to reverse the brain drain. He said: *“We have to be
leaders in planning for and implementing the brain gain” . Indeed,
UPEI will be the place to be as we turn the century.

Congratulations to Wade, his family and all islanders.

* * %

ORGAN DONATION

Ms. Carolyn Parrish (Mississauga Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| am sure it will surprise many to learn that Canada has one of the
lowest organ donations rates in the world.
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Last spring the Minister of Health asked the Standing Commit-
tee on Health to examine this very important issue and to make
recommendations about ways to improve Canada’s regretful dona-
tion rates.

The committee tabled its report in April and | am pleased to
inform the House that the Minister of Health tabled the govern-
ment’s response to that report with the clerk earlier today.

| am also pleased to note that when Canada's health ministers
met last month in Charlottetown they agreed to establish a council
on organ and tissue donation and transplantation in Canada. This
will give Canada a co-ordinated, comprehensive and integrated
donation and transplantation strategy across the country. The
council’s business plan will be reviewed in November.

It is my hope that these efforts will go along way to improving
Canada’s organ donation rate.

* Kk %

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | have
had the privilege over the past two years of working with some of
the most extraordinary Canadians | have ever met.

First and foremost is a lady by the name of Leona Freed. Ms.
Freed has built the First Nation's Accountability Coalition in an
effort to restore hope to those feeling hopel essness at the hands of
chiefs and councils on their reserves. In asingle year the FNAC has
grown to include codlitions from B.C., Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba, Ontario and New Brunswick.

Leona Freed is one of the most committed people | have ever
met. | know shewill not stop until there istrue accountability on all
600-plus reserves across this nation.

I must also recognize people like Yolande Redcalf, Greg Twoy-
oungmen, Rita King, Edwin One Owl, Roy Littlechief, Mike
Calder, Laura Deedza and Debbie Neepoose, just to name a few.
Each of these people have selflessly contributed to the fight for a
better life for future generations.

As | move to a new portfolio | wish all aboriginal people well
and | want them to know that | will never forget the experienceswe
have had together.

WORLD FOOD DAY

Mr. Joe McGuire (Egmont, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Saturday,
October 16 has been designated World Food Day.

At the world food summit in Rome in November 1996 Canada
joined 186 other nations to endorse the summit’s goal, which isto
reduce the number of undernourished people by half by the year
2015. Canada's action plan for food security, launched by the

Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food on World Food Day last
year, is the result of that commitment.

Asamajor exporter of food and related products and expertise,
and as one of the largest donors of food aid, Canada has made some
very valuable contributions to world food security.

Fighting food insecurity is a collective effort by government, by
civil society, by business and by communities. It is aso an
individua effort from all of us. On behalf of the Minister of
Agriculture and Agri-Food and myself | encourage everyone to
demonstrate their concern by contributing a food donation to their
local food bank.

This year's theme is * Youth Against Hunger”. This is a good
time to remind Canada's young people of the positive role they can
play in the fight against worldwide hunger and in the achievement
of food security for all.

[Translation]

FOSTER FAMILIES

Mr. Antoine Dubé (L évis-et-Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, we forget and al too often minimize the contribution
made by foster familiesin our society. In Quebec, the third week of
October is set aside to officially honour foster families.

| therefore take this opportunity to pay tribute to the extraordi-
nary support foster families provide in our society.

They look after children and adolescents providing the support,
protection and training these young people really need, and this
help is not negligible, because the Fédération des familles d'ac-
cueil du Québec alone represents nearly 3,250 families.

We therefore honour foster families for their invaluable con-
tribution to society. On behaf of the members of the Bloc
Quebecois, | would like to thank them and congratulate them on
their unending efforts on behaf of our young people.

* * %

® (1105)
[English]

DYSTONIA AWARENESSWEEK

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this past
week, October 10to 17, was designated Dystonia Awareness Week.

Dystonia is an illness characterized by involuntary spasms and
muscle contractions. This condition results in abnorma move-
ments and posture and can affect various body parts like the eyes,
neck and limbs.

Dystonia is often diagnosed as another ailment like arthritis or
stress. To date there is no known cause or cure, but efforts have
been made to change that. The Dystonia Medical Research Founda-
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tion offers support to sufferers through patient advocacy, public
awareness, professional education and fundraising for research.

[Translation]

| invite my colleagues to join with me in congratulating the
many volunteers with the Dystonia Medical Research Foundation.
We offer them our best wishes for a successful campaign.

[English]

JULIUSNYERERE

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, yester-
day one of the most visionary and illustrious sons of Africa passed
away. Julius Nyerere, the former president of Tanzania, who was
one of the leading figures in Africa’s struggle for independencein
its post-colonial era, lost his battle with leukemia.

As a former citizen of Tanzania | can attest to his greatness.
While | disagreed with his economic and political philosophy, he
commanded a high degree of respect from all Tanzanians, Africans
and other citizens of the world. He was respected because his
citizens came first.

Throughout Tanzania and Africa he was best known as Mwali-
mu, which means a teacher in Kiswahili. After his retirement he
continued to play an advisory role in Tanzanian and regional
politics. The world looked upon him to play arole in carving a
bright future for Africa

To Mwalimu's family, the government and people of Tanzania
we would like to express our profound sympathy. | end by saying:
Kwahir Mwalimu.

[Translation]

DOCTORSWITHOUT BORDERS

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | am sure that all members of the House will want to join
with me in congratulating Doctors Without Borders on their
nomination for the Nobel Prize this year.

[English]

Doctors Without Borders represents for most of us the best of
what has developed in the latter part of this troubled century. It is
an international NGO, formed originaly in France, which is now
throughout the world, including Canada. It provides the opportuni-
ty for doctors to serve their fellow human beings across the globe,
often at great risk to themselves and in places such as Kosovo, East
Timor and remote corners of Asia and Africa

S0.31

Aswe go into the 21st century the world is changing and borders
are losing their significance. Doctors Without Borders is leading
the way in breaking down those borders in the name of humanitari-
an principles which respond to the way in which Canadians see the
world.

We all rejoice in their recognition by the Nobel committee and
wish them well in their important work.

* Kk %

NUCLEARTEST BAN TREATY

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
the New Democratic Party of Canada and its members of parlia-
ment join with the Canadian government, the prime ministers of
the United Kingdom, Germany and France and many othersaround
theworld, including of course millions of Americans and President
Clinton, in regretting the tragic, stupid, shortsighted and dangerous
decision of the American Senate in rejecting the comprehensive
nuclear test ban treaty.

If some day the world is destroyed because of a nuclear war,
those who are l€ft, if there are any, may look back on thisweek asa
negative turning point in the struggle to rid the world of nuclear
Weapons.

A senate dominated by right wingers decided to trust in their
nuclear chariots and their determination to take on all comersin a
possible nuclear war instead of encouraging and building aworldin
which nuclear non-proliferation and abolition of nuclear weapons
is seen as the way ahead.

Perhaps the Republicans should check the historical record to
see what eventually happens to empires which trust more in their
weaponsthan in thewill of God for ajust, peaceful and non-nuclear
world.

[Translation]

ORDRE DU MERITE AGRICOLE 1999

Ms. Héléne Alarie (Louis-Hébert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on
September 30, Quebec announced the winners of the Ordre du
meérite agricole 1999 contest, thus giving recognition to the work of
the agricultural producers, artists of the land, who have been
feeding Quebec since its beginnings.

The purpose of this competition isto recognize excellence and it
has long been a part of the Quebec farm scene. This was its 110th
edition.

Among the winners chosen from 132 agricultural enterprises
were: the Lgjoie and Sons farm of Saint-Bruno, Lac Saint-Jean; the
Rodrigue and Brothers farm, of Saint-Anaclet-de-Lessard; the
Sim-Nord farm of Saint-Edmond-des-Plaines; the Marc-A. Tur-
cotte farm of Val-Brillant; the Viel farm of Saint-Alexandre-de-Ka-
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mouraska; the Carol and Alain Perron farm of La Baie; the egg
producers Les Oeufs d'or of Val d'Or, the nursery La Pépiniére
Aiken of Rouyn-Noranda and the Pétri farm of Saint-André-de-Ka-
mouraska.

® (1110)

Today | would like to draw attention to the excellence and
expertise of these agricultural professionals, and to wish a contin-
ued long life to the Ordre du mérite agricole competition.

HONOURABLE ANTONIO LAMER

Mr. Yvon Charbonneau (Anjou—Riviére-des-Prairies, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, this past August 21, the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court announced his resignation in the following words *Having
heard 1,317 cases on the Supreme Court and written reasonsin 345
of them, | have decided to hang up my robes early in the next
millennium’.

Called to the Bar of Quebec in 1957, Antonio Lamer practiced
crimina law until his appointment to the Quebec Superior Court on
December 19, 1969. In 1978, he was appointed to the Quebec Court
of Appeal. Two years later he was appointed to the Supreme Court
of Canada, and became Chief Justice of Canada on July 1, 1990.

Mr. Lamer has had an impressive career and the people of
Canada wish him the best in his future endeavours.

[English]

TOBIQUE FIRST NATION

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
members of the Tobique First Nation are fed up. The department of
Indian affairs transfers $13 million annually to the Tobique band
council, yet the council has recently run up a $10 million deficit.
Over the past year many band members have met with me to show
how the council’s mismanagement and the department’s lack of
accountability have prevented band members from realizing the
benefits of tax dollars.

Last year the band had to suspend medical services and lay off
their nurse. At the same time, councillors voted to raise their own
pay to $1,000 per week. Cheques worth $152,000 were written
without invoices, authorization or approval. The council has
violated every one of the remedial management plansit has signed
with the department.

We must have self-government, but government money hasto go
toward solving the serious social problems at Tobique instead of to
band politicians and accountants. The members of the Tobique
First Nation and | call upon the minister to appoint a third party

administrator for Tobique so we can get the band back on its
financial feet and help this community thrive.

* k% *
[Translation]

JEAN DRAPEAU

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, this past August 17, the people of Quebec paid afina
warm tribute to Jean Drapeau, mayor of Montreal for 29 years.

No one could remain indifferent to this man of action. One could
oppose him or support him, but never ignore him.

Jean Drapeau was a man of ideas, with dreams of bettering
Montreal. He was successful in creating pride in his city, through
such concrete accomplishments as Expo and the métro.

The memory of this humanist and man of action will remain
forever in the contemporary history of Quebec.

Thank you, Mr. Drapeau, for your great contribution to building
the international renown of Montreal.

[English]

REFUGEES

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, more
than 10 years ago the Tory MP at the time, Chuck Cook, caled a
meeting to discuss immigration at the 800 person capacity Centen-
nial Theatre in North Vancouver. So many people came to express
their dissatisfaction with Canada's sloppy refugee processing
system that hundreds had to be turned away at the door.

Within a couple of years of that meeting Chuck Cook was
privately telling votersin North Vancouver that the only way to get
the laws changed would be to vote Reform in the next election.

How right he was. More than 10 years later, even though the
solicitor general’s department has now confirmed that Canada's
sloppy immigration system has turned us into a haven for orga-
nized crime, absolutely nothing has been done to address these
problems. The present minister sends out meaningless form letters
to the concerned Canadians who are contacting her on this issue,
and Chuck Cook’s truth of 10 years ago remains the truth today.
The only way the system will ever be changed is when people vote
Reform.

FIRST NATIONS

Ms. Louise Hardy (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the supreme
court decision in the Marshall case demonstrates the negligence of
the department of Indian affairs. The minister initiated ** Gathering
Strength—Canada's Aboriginal Action Plan” which was supposed
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to be a new relationship with first nations. The government would
negotiate, not litigate.

Now we face old tensions and anger just because this govern-
ment forces first nations into the courts and refuses to negotiate.

There should never be a question of honouring a treaty. The
government makes sure we all abide by the NAFTA and the WTO,
but it has ignored agreements signed with the first nations. If the
government continues to force the first nations all the way to the
supreme court we will face more upheaval rather than the peace
and friendship the treaties were meant to bring.

* Kk %

FISHERIES

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, Chantal
Hébert's column *“ Political dance on nativerights” isonly partially
correct. She correctly states that eastern political parties are
walking on eggshells but she fails to recognize why.

® (1115)

My colleague from West Nova and myself as the member of
parliament for South Shore understand the fragility of the licensed
lobster fishery based on conservation. The reason this industry is
lucrative is that lobster fishers have adopted licences, carapace
sizes, trap limits and an inhospitable winter season to assure a
quality product for domestic and export markets.

This year one lobster fisherman in LFA 35 has been lost at sea.
We can all see that the cost of being in the industry is extremely
high. The real story is that the political parties do not understand
this issue. The Liberals have no plan to resolve this crisis. The
Reform midled fishers into falsely believing that the decision can
be struck down. The NDP has completely turned its back on eastern
Canada.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD
[English]

FISHERIES

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
government needs to move quickly if it hopesto relieve tensionsin
New Brunswick and to prevent similar conflicts from happening in
other parts of the country.

The government has an obligation to al its citizens, not just to
select groups. It cannot allow the courts to draw racial boundaries
through Canada's natural resources.

We have only two days left. Why will not the government
petition the supreme court not to overturn the decision but to stay

Oral Questions

the decision and then ask for clarification of this Marshall deci-
sion?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| do not see why the Reform Party is again using the term race.
Frankly that is not the way to approach this matter. We have to
approach it on the basis that we are working together to find
solutions which are fair to all concerned.

Why do we not have the support of the Reform Party in this
direction rather their using the term race in this matter?

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, because
the government hasfailed to act we are forced to use the word race.
By not petitioning the court it is ensuring that we will have a race
based fishery in the future. Most Canadians want equality of all
citizens and groups.

While both groups of fishermen have rights, both native and
non-native fishermen, by not petitioning the court, by not asking
for clarification, it is ensuring that one group of fishermen has
superior rights over another. That is not right.

What gives the government the right to unilaterally quash the
principle of equality? Both groups of fishermen have rights. Why
not ask the court for clarification on that point?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the supreme court came down with a
judgment on September 17, 1999. We as the government respect
the treaty right and we will live within the spirit of that judgment.

We have to make clear thisis aright by law that the courts have
recognized, a contract. Thisis a contract and a treaty. We respect
that. The crown should respect the promises that it made whether
they were made yesterday or whether they were made 240 years
ago. We will ensure that we live with that.

Today | am happy to announce that | will be appointing a federal
representative to start the talks immediately on a long term
arrangement to deal with this issue.

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
problem is about to get bigger. Some native leaders now claim that
the Marshall decision gives them the right to harvest timber
without a licence. Others claim that they now have mineral rights.
If the minister does not think that istrue, hejust hasto look at what
has been going on in British Columbia all summer.

| expect the minister may wish that this problem would go away.
He only has two days left. | would urge him to petition the court.
Why will not the government ask the supreme court to stay the
ruling, not overturn it, ask for clarification of its meaning, tell all
fishermen that their livelihoods will be protected and establish a
fisheries policy that has equality as its cornerstone?
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Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, what is really important today is that
we will have a federa representative who will talk to aborigina
and non-aboriginal groups and sit down to make sure welook at the
long term arrangement in the fisheries area.

In terms of the broader issues, my colleague, the Indian affairs
minister, is working very hard so that we can aso dea with the
broader issues that go beyond the fisheries as well.

We are making excellent progress. Why will not that party
support that progress? Why will it not support aborigina people
and work with usinstead of alwaystrying to tear down what we are
trying to build up?

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Cana-
dians are outraged by the government’s unwillingness to uphold the
law against child pornography. | have already submitted 150,000
signatures on petitions calling for the government to uphold the
law. Today | will present another 150,000.

That is more than a quarter of a million people who have
demonstrated their outrage against the government. Yet the justice
minister refuses to budge. Children agenda my foot. How many
more concerned Canadians will it take for this government to
protect our kids?

® (1120)

Hon. Anne McLdlan (Minister of Justice and Attorney
General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as the hon. member
knows and as | think everyone on this side of the House is well
aware, the government is committed to children and committed to a
national children’sagenda, unlike our hon. friends on the other side
who arein the business of gunning programs that help families and
children in the country.

In relation to the issue of child pornography let me say that our
friends on the other side are scaremongers. They suggest there are
no pornography lawsin force in the country. It is against the law to
produce child pornography, to distribute it, to sell it, and to import
it. | would ask the Reform Party, as opposed to—

The Deputy Speaker: | am sorry, but the hon. minister’s time
has expired.

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
300,000 Canadians have signed petitions. They are not scaremon-
gers. They are calling on the government to act.

The government talks about caring for children, but on October
13 the Calgary Herald reported that the Alberta Court of Appeal
ruled that a man convicted of possession of child pornography

would be alowed to base part of his appea on the B.C. court
decision. This situation is getting more and more out of control
while the government congratul ates itself about a we love children
throne speech.

Why is the government being led by nine judges, rather than—
The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice.

Hon. Anne McLdlan (Minister of Justice and Attorney
General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, again the hon. member
chooses to distort the facts. He refers to the Alberta case. What he
fails to accentuate is that the accused person was convicted in that
situation. Convictions for possession of pornography are taking
place all over the country. Police investigations continue. Charges
are being laid.

| have made it absolutely plain that we will respect the rule of
law. We are intervening in support of the attorney general of British
Columbia. We are intervening in support of other attorneys general
and other interested groups that work with children. We are—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Rimouski—Mitis.

[Translation]

GM PLANT IN BOISBRIAND

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, the Minister of Industry seems determined not to support the
Government of Quebec's efforts to modernize the automobile
industry in Quebec.

Does the minister realize that, by not backing Minister Landry’s
proposal, he is standing in the way of a plan that, on the one hand,
will further the policy of developing new technologies in Quebec
and, on the other, will make it possible to train a workforce
specialized in this sector and keep it in Quebec?

Hon. Martin Cauchon (Minister of National Revenue and
Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada
for the Regions of Quebec), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | will not repeat
what my colleague, the Minister of Industry, said, because | might
not be as eloquent. What he said was that the Quebec government is
jumping the gun. Together, we have decided to form a partnership
so as to help GM’s Boisbriand division.

At this point, | think that everyone agrees that the most
important thing is to help the Boisbriand plant find a new model.
This was the focus of discussions. My colleague and | aso
participated in the study done by the survival committee, and we
went to Detroit.

We are available and will continue to support employees of
GM'’s Boisbriand plant.
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Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, more speechifying from the government, but we have nothing
concrete to show for it. The minister says that the plan is
irresponsible and poorly thought out, but the federal government
is hardly close to the action.

Does Quebec’s plan bother the federal government so much that
it is prepared to sacrifice Boisbriand for the 14 plants in Ontario?

Hon. Martin Cauchon (Minister of National Revenue and
Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada
for the Regions of Quebec), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Quebec's plan
does not necessarily bother the federal government, but it should
bother Quebec taxpayers.

At this stage, the important thing is to come up with a new
model. It is well known that if we can, as a partnership, come up
with a new model, the odds are good that GM will not need
government assistance, given what happened in the other prov-
inces. But now that the Government of Quebec has tipped its hand,
there will obviously be no turning back, should a new model later
be found. The $360 million is already on the table and probably
ill-advisedly.

AUDIOVISUAL PRODUCTIONS

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres—L es-Patriotes, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, this morning the Journal de Montréal reports that the
Montreal urban community police department just completed an
investigation on a production company that allegedly fasified the
identity of some screen writers and unduly benefited from federal
tax credits.

The newspaper adds that the production company has also been
the target of an RCMP investigation.

® (1125)

My question is for the Minister of Canadian Heritage. Can the
minister assure us that she will do her utmost to shed light on this
issue, even if some people close to the Liberal party might be
directly involved?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | myself found out about the investigation this
morning. | believe the investigation is till going on and we should
let the police do its job.

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres—L es-Patriotes, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, since the minister presumably made some checks, can she
confirm that the production company CINAR, which is a contribu-
tor to the Liberal Party of Canada and which is headed by
Micheline Charest, who is said to have organized a fundraising
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evening for the Liberal Party of Canada that was attended by the
Prime Minister, is not the target of this investigation?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | did not have any discussions with anyone about the
investigation, because it isa police investigation. | respect that and
| do not get involved in police matters.

[English]

AGRICULTURE

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Regina—Qu’'Appelle, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the minister of agriculture. Yesterday
the minister told his counterparts in Manitoba and Saskatchewan
that they had to put up some money for the farm crisis themselves.
That is like asking the farmers to pay for their own crisis as R.B.
Bennett did in the 1930s.

The minister knows that in Saskatchewan thereisajoint position
of al partiesin the farm groups asking for an additional $1 billion
in emergency farm aid now, on top of what they aready have from
last year under AIDA.

Will the minister be forthcoming with that money since he took
money out of the programs by eliminating the Crow a few years
ago? How much money will come back to the farmers on the
prairies?

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | did have a very frank and candid discussion
with the ministers from Saskatchewan and Manitoba yesterday.

As they aready know agriculture is a shared jurisdiction. The
safety net support to agriculture for the last numbers of years has
been shared 60:40. Provinces can contribute in that way. They can
also contribute in other ways as was demonstrated yesterday by the
province of Alberta.

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Regina—Qu’'Appelle, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the minister is obviously not listening. | have aletter from
a 14 year old girl in Carragana, Saskatchewan. She is saying that
nobody in parliament is listening to her on the farm crisis.

| wonder if the minister could answer my question directly asto
whether or not there will be an extra $1 hillion going to hard
pressed farmers on the prairies. This is the worse farm crisis we
have had since the 1930s. Could the minister answer that question
directly? Would he screw up his courage and come out to the
prairies to see for himself the severity of the crisis?

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have been out to the prairiesand | have seen it
for myself. | have farmed for a number of years and | know the
stress the producers are going through.



204

COMMONSDEBATES

October 15, 1999

Oral Questions

In answer to the specific question, is there another $1 billion
for the province of Saskatchewan on top of the programs and the
money that are already there, no.

FISHERIES

Mr. Charlie Power (St. John's West, PC): Mr. Speaker, we
welcome the news that the federal government would appoint a
federal negotiator in the Atlantic fisheries crisis.

It is indeed regrettable that the Department of Fisheries and
Oceanscan no longer be directly involved in negotiationsto settle a
fisheries management dispute. Would the minister agree that the
appointment of the negotiator was necessary only because he and
his senior bureaucrats have lost al credibility with the people
involved?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, that is total rubbish. We have been
working very hard. We have had both a short term and along term
plan.

I know Mr. James MacKenzie who is from Nova Scotia will do
an excellent job to make sure we sit down, get all the parties
together, and have a long term arrangement.

Meanwhile we have a regulatory fishery out there. We are
ensuring that we have interim agreements, but this should not
reflect on our long term arrangement. That is why Mr. MacKenzie
has been asked. | am very happy that someone of his calibre has
accepted this position.

Mr. Charlie Power (St. John's West, PC): Mr. Speaker, it is
not total rubbish. It is total chaos which the minister has created.

On Monday, the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and the
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development will be
meeting with native leadersin Ottawa. The fact that the meeting is
taking place in Ottawa is just another slap in the face to Atlantic
Canadians.

We would like to know why the ministers are hiding away in
Ottawa. Why can they not go to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
and meet these people where the problem redly is?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have been to Atlantic Canada before
the hon. member even knew the issue existed.

® (1130)

I met with all the commercial groups. | met with the aboriginal
groups. We have been working with them. We will be willing to
meet with them. We now have a federal representative who will
start working on the long term arrangement which is really the
important part. It is extremely important that we sit down to ensure

that the aboriginal communities can exercise their treaty rights for
the benefit of their members. We are going to continue to do that.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Lakeland, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | talked to
the immigration officials in B.C. and they informed me that only
four of the 600 Chinese migrants have gone through their initial
IRB hearings. Do the math. At this rate the initial hearings of the
600 Chinese migrants will not be completed until 2034.

The minister assured Canadians that extra resources would be
dedicated to expedite the process. Is this the minister’s idea of
expedience?

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let us be very
clear on this question. The government has acted and is acting to
expedite the process. L et me further inform the member. He knows
that the issue we are dealing with is an international one which
involves the smuggling of human beings. The member knows that
this country is one of the leaders in the fight internationally. The
member knows that but he is trying to exploit it.

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Lakeland, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, even if the
minister manages to get theinitial hearings completed in ayear, the
appeals process will take years. These people will spend a signifi-
cant portion of their lives in detention camps set up by the
government. | find thisto be unacceptable. Further, every Canadian
knows that the longer the process takes, the more it is going to cost
taxpayers.

| want the minister to tell Canadians how much it isgoing to cost
taxpayers to complete this process.

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let us be very
clear for the Reform Party. This government is acting expeditious-
ly. In a speech in the House a few minutes ago before question
period a Reform member said that if the Reform Party were the
government it would deal with the issue in days or a matter of
weeks. We know that we cannot have justice in aday or a matter of
weeks unless we have adjudicators of a commandant form and we
are not going to have them.

[Translation]

AIR TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, in the Onex affair, one of the minister's conditions is
Canadian control of the future air carrier.
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The present Canadian International Airlines-American Airlines
agreement gives American veto power in any major decisions,
including a potential merger with Air Canada.

The law limits foreign control of a Canadian carrier to no more
than 25%. By blocking any Air Canada offer, American has de
facto control over Canadian International Airlines. Can we trust the
minister to respect these five conditions, when he is not even
ensuring respect of the present legislation?

Hon. David M. Collenette (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, yes, the Canadian Transportation Agency is mandated to
examine the conditional agreement accepted by Air Canada's
shareholders. And | have no doubts that the agency will protect the
interests of Canadians, and that it will protect the Canadian
industry so that it will be operated by Canadians in Canada.

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, according to the minister, if section 47 was applied, it was
because time was of the essence, since Canadian Internationa
Airlines was on the verge of bankruptcy.

Yet the presidents of Canadian International Airlines, American
Airlines and Onex all say that Canadian International Airlines will
not be going bankrupt in the near future. Who is telling the truth?

Hon. David M. Collenette (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, there have been no changes in the arguments that led the
government to invoke section 47.

| believe the hon. member has raised a good question but, with
all due respect, | suggest he raise it with Mr. Benson during the
transport committee meetings if he wants the right answer.

[English]

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Howard Hilstrom (Selkirk—I nterlake, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, today we have found out that there is no new money for western
Canadian farmers who got nothing from AIDA.

The minister of agriculture has been quoted in the Western
Producer as saying that government could help farmers by offering
retraining for anew career. Does he not realize that the average age
of farmers in Saskatchewan is 59? What career does he think is
appropriate for a 59 year old farmer who has lost everything?
Follow his path and take up politics?

® (1135)

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this government has shown very clearly that we
care for Canadian farmersto a greater extent than the party across
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the floor. We put in $900 million last December and in February
this year.

During the summer we made changes to the NISA program to
make another $121 million available to Canadian farmers. We have
encouraged them to use those programs. We have made changes to
the crop insurance program. We have made changes to the AIDA
program which we said we would continue to look at. We are
continuing to work in those directions.

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grassands, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, as an emergency assistance program, AIDA has been a
cruel joke. After amost a year of Liberal fiddling, only afraction
of alocated funds has trickled down to desperate prairie farmers.
The minister said that money is on the table. Money on the tableis
not in farmers’ pockets. The worst feature of the program is that to
qualify, a farmer has to have three profitable years immediately
prior to 1998.

My question for the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food is
why was AIDA crafted to avoid paying anything to those farmers
most in need?

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | think it is sad that the hon. member said that
$900 million from the federal government and $600 million from
the provincial government isacruel joke. It is a significant sum of
money.

| can assure the hon. member that all of that money will be spent
to assist Canadian farmers.

[Translation]

EAST TIMOR

Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Mercier, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Deputy Prime Minister.

Six weeks after the referendum in East Timor, no Canadian
soldiers have yet joined the implementation force on the ground.
Our soldiers are till waiting for their inoculations, which they
were late receiving, to take effect.

How does the Deputy Prime Minister explain such a delay, when
the Minister of Foreign Affairs himself was warned by NGOs
returning from East Timor that there would be a blood bath? He
was warned as early as February 22. How does he explain the
delay?

[English]

Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (Minister of National Defence,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first of all we do have troopsin East Timor. In
fact, the air crews in the Hercules have flown some 40 missions.
They have taken troops. They have taken humanitarian aid. They
have been going in and out of East Timor. They have had one of the
highest levels of use of transport aircraft of any of the allied
countries involved.
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Second, HMCS Protector will again bring more supplies. It will
be docking shortly and will be in full service. Today our troops
in Valcartier are on their way to East Timor. They will be training
with the New Zealanders and going in at the same time as the New
Zealanders.

[Translation]

Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Mercier, BQ): Mr. Speaker, that is al
very fine and well but, in the throne speech, the government said
that Canada has the expertise to protect people from threats to their
rights, their safety and their lives.

Doesthe Deputy Prime Minister think that Canada's slowness to
act is consistent with the policy of human safety advanced by the
Minister of Foreign Affairs to the United Nations?

[English]

Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (Minister of National Defence,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the only reason the ground troops have not
been in there earlier is because of the need for inoculation from a
very deadly disease. Would the hon. member have us send our
troopsin and risk their lives? No, we would not do that. We want to
make sure they are properly protected to be of service to the people
of East Timor.

The Australians are very anxious for us to get there. We are
getting there just as quickly as we can. We will get there at the
same time as the New Zealanders and they are right next door.

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the Alberta government recognized the worst farm crisis in
Canada since the Great Depression by announcing a $100 million
emergency farm program.

Canadian farmers are suffering from circumstances far beyond
their control, such as foreign export subsidies, but what is the
Liberal government’s response? A disaster income program whose
criteria are so tough that farmers cannot access the money. |
suggest that is the real disaster, the government’s program.

What will it take for the minister to wake up and realize that
farmers are in a very serious crisis?

® (1140)

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we know a number of farmers are having very
stressful financial times presently. That is why we put the program
in place. As | said afew minutes ago, the criteriawill trigger al of
the $900 million of federa money and the $600 million of the
60:40 split of the money we announced earlier this year.

TRADE

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, here is another
example of how western farmers are getting the shaft from the
government. Western cattle producers facing a 6% tariff from the
Americans spent their own money to travel to the U.S. to hammer
out proposals to end the dispute. But the trade and agriculture
ministers refuse to listen and do nothing to defend the farmers.

Will the the minister act immediately to implement the ranchers
solutions which they hammered out to end this discrimination
tariff?

Mr. Bob Speller (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for
International Trade Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member should
know that when the decision came down it was a win for Canada.
Wewon alot of this decision and the hon. member should be happy
with that.

Before we sat down and before we put forward the Canadian
position on this, we talked to the groups, the industry and the
provinces to make sure the position being put forward by the
Government of Canada was best reflective of their views. We will
continue to do that.

[Translation]

AUDIOVISUAL PRODUCTIONS

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres—L es-Patriotes, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the minister just told us she did not contact the police. Can
she a'so confirm that no member of her staff or her department was
in touch with police forces involved in the investigation into the
Montreal production company?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | read in the newspaper that Canadian Audio-Visua
Certification Office officials are meeting with Revenue Canada,
next Thursday. So | presume public servants have been in touch
with the police.

HEALTH RESEARCH

Mr. Mark Assad (Gatineau, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my questionis
for the Minister of Health.

The government recently made some interesting announcements
in the area of research. | am thinking in particular of the Canadian
institutes of health research mentioned in the budget, and of the
announcement made yesterday by the Prime Minister concerning
university chairs.

Could the minister give us an example of funding for university
research?

Mr. Yvon Charbonneau (Parliamentary Secretary to Minis-
ter of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member for
Gatineau for his interesting question.
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Over the coming weeks and months, we will have the opportuni-
ty to discuss the issues of research chairs and institutes of health
research.

At this point, | would like to remind the House that, last month,
the Minister of Health and his colleague, the Minister of National
Revenue, announced an $11.7 million subsidy for health research
to the Université de Montréal. That money will be used to conduct
research on AIDS, cancer and ethical issues relating to genetic
changes.

[English]

TAXATION

Mr. Paul Forseth (New Westminster—Coquitlam—Bur naby,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Canadians are saying that taxes are far too
high. Cheryl in Burlington wrote to the Minister of Finance this
summer and said: *‘ Asastay at home mother of four small children
the tax system is unfair. We are penalized because we believe that
we are best to care for our children, not daycare”.

When will tax discrimination which puts purchased daycare over
parent care end?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member is obviously not aware of the national child tax
benefit by which the government put untold millions of dollarsinto
the hands of families. It was precisely for middle income families.
We do recognize the costs incurred by those who have to raise
children. Children are the future of our country.

The real issue is why the Reform opposed the national child tax
benefit. That is the main issue.

Mr. Paul Forseth (New Westminster—Coquitlam—Bur naby,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the finance minister has it wrong again. He did
not answer the question.

Another taxpayer, Don from Ta Ta Creek, aso wrote the
minister. He said: *“ Your policy of high taxation is virtually killing
small business. | would like to invest and expand my business but
because of heavy tax | have decided to sell out and move”.

® (1145)

How is any entrepreneur going to be persuaded to invest in the
country when the tax burden isliterally breaking the back of small
business?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
again the hon. member ought to check hisfacts. Thefactiswe have
cut unemployment insurance premiums by $4 billion. That affects
small business immediately. We have put money into the small
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business loans program. We had a team Canada mission helping
small business export across the country.

The fact is that the government recognizes that small businessis
the mgjor job creator in the country and we have supported it to the
hilt.

I will go back. The hon. member says that | do not answer
questions. Why did he not answer the question on why the Reform
Party opposed the national child tax benefit?

CANADA CUSTOMS AND REVENUE AGENCY

Ms. Louise Hardy (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the new
Canada Customs and Revenue Agency is having a big party
November 1. It is going to have to work really hard to collect the
cash for this party because this tax party will cost $1.4 million.

Where will the money come from: our pensioners or al the
northerners who have been so heavily audited recently? What can
possibly justify this $1.4 million tax party?

Hon. Martin Cauchon (Minister of National Revenue and
Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada
for the Regions of Quebec), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, obviously the
amount referred to by the hon. member is wrong.

| will tell the member one more time that the November 1 event
will launch the new Canada Customs and Revenue Agency. We feel
it isworth proceeding with some celebration because, together with
our employees and our unions, we are working toward having an
agency that will be more client oriented. As a government, we are
proud of this agency.

Ms. LouiseHardy (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the government
will not honour pay equity. It will not honour child care. It will not
even provide housing. Thereis afarm crisis. We have first nations
people in the country who go hungry. They get $51 a month for
food for them and their children, and there is going to be this huge

party.

Will this new tax agency do what it wants, when it wants with
our money?

Hon. Martin Cauchon (Minister of National Revenue and
Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada
for the Regions of Quebec), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | believe the
Speech from the Throne has stated quite eloquently what the
government has done and what it will do in the near future.

With regard to the new Canada Customs and Revenue Agency, |
told the member that we are very proud of what we are doing. This
agency will provide much better services to the population. We are
providing good services now but we want to do much better in the
near future.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORT

Mr. Bill Casey (Cumberland—Colchester, PC): Mr. Speaker,
a week before the first meeting of the transport committee, the
National Post and the the Globe and Mail reported that the
Minister of Transport had selected the member for Hamilton West
to be elected as the new chair of the committee, even though there
had not been a meeting. Yesterday, right on schedule, all the
Liberal members on the committee voted just like the minister
predicted they would.

Will the minister commit to respect the committee system and
honour the system not preordained—

TheDeputy Speaker: | am afraid that while the question may be
of interest it does not fall within the administrative competence of
the government. It is out of order.

Does the hon. member have a supplementary question?

Mr. Bill Casey (Cumberland—Colchester, PC): Mr. Speaker,
you are probably right, it is out of order because the minister is
supposed to stay out of committee affairs. Committees are sup-
posed to answer to parliament but the minister preordained the vote
in a committee meeting.

| am asking the minister to commit to never doing that again,
alow the committee to do its work—

The Deputy Speaker: | am afraid that the hon. member isin as
much trouble with his supplementary as he was with the one that he
admitted was out of order at the beginning.

The hon. member for St. Paul’s.

CRIMEPREVENTION

Ms. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Justice.

On Tuesday the Speech from the Throne said the government
would work with Canadians to ensure that our communities
continue to be safe.

Could the minister tell us what initiatives the government has
taken to help communities deal with crime?

Hon. Anne McLdlan (Minister of Justice and Attorney
General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this gives me the opportu-
nity to share with the House the remarkable success of a program
that we on this side of the House are very proud of. That is, of
course, our crime prevention strategy.

We on this side of the House believe that one only delivers real
public safety and security through an integrated approach to the

issue of crime, unlike the hon. members in the Reform Party who
seem to believe in simply putting more people in jail for longer.

On this side of the House we believe in working in communities,
with communities in partnership to address the root cause of crime.

* % *
® (1150)

TAXATION

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
further on high taxes, in aletter to the Minister of Finance, Clinton
from Dartmouth wrote, “‘I'm part of the working poor. Instead of
creating useless programs, do me area favour and give me some
real tax relief. PS. | want more than just a couple of hundred bucks.
And get rid of bracket creep while you are at it”.

Doesthe Minister of Finance hear Canadians? Will hetell usand
Clinton how the total final tax bill will be reduced this year?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Yes, Mr.
Speaker, approximately $4 hillion this year, $16.5 hillion over the
next three years, the most significant tax cuts the country has seen
in over a decade. That is the answer.

* k% *
[Translation]

AUDIOVISUAL PRODUCTIONS

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres—L es-Patriotes, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is again for the Minister of Canadian
Heritage.

Can the minister confirm whether or not members of her
political staff in her office have contacted the police forces
involved in the investigations on a production company from
Montreal ?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, no one from my office gets involved in a police
investigation.

[English]

AUTO PACT

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Deputy Prime Minister who is one of the few
members of parliament who was here when the auto pact came into
being. He was probably here as well when parliament and Cana-
dians were assured that the auto pact would not be endangered by
the WTO.

Given the number of jobs that are threatened by the WTO
decision, many in his home city of Windsor, what does the
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government plan to do to safeguard the auto pact and the tens of
thousands of jobs that are associated with that managed trade?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| am pleased the hon. member has recognized what Libera
governments have done over the years to build the auto industry.
This endorsement by the NDP will be listened to carefully by
people in Windsor and other automotive cities.

| assure the hon. member that we are looking very carefully at
the interim ruling which has been received in confidence. We will
be making our representations to the WTO with respect to what
should be in any final ruling and we will act in our responsibilities
as we aways have to protect the interests of Canadian workers—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Richmond—Artha-
baska.

[Translation]

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. André Bachand (Richmond—Arthabaska, PC): Mr.
Speaker, with things as they arein Quebec at thistime, the scenario
of athird referendum seems rather vague, despite the continuity of
the Liberal government’ s hard line.

Now a number of people are contemplating a new type of
scenario, which could comprise a referendum on the new offers
Quebec might make to Canada.

My question is for the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs. Is
the minister going to prepare a plan A and/or plan B for this new
scenario, and is he open to such an exercise originating with
Quebec?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, first of al, | would like to thank the Progressive
Conservative intergovernmenta relations critic for his question.

| believe that when such issues are at stake, it is very important
for usto limit to a minimum any disagreement between the parties
that believe in Canada.

The hon. member has certainly realized that a referendum is not
necessary in order to improve Canada, to improve our highly
decentralized federation. He has certainly realized that Quebecers,
like all Canadians, do not want to be thrown into the upheaval of a
referendum and he knows that, if ever there was a government that
would have no credibility for thistype of initiative, it is the present
separatist government.

Oral Questions
[English]

GLOBAL POPULATION

Mr. John Finlay (Oxford, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this past week
the world welcomed its sixth hillionth citizen. By year 2050 the
world's population will be 8.9 hillion. Our global ecosystems and
economies cannot continue to support this growing population
forever.

My question is for the Minister of International Cooperation.
What is the government doing to help aleviate problems associat-
ed with global population?

Hon. Maria Minna (Minister for International Cooperation,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as members know, almost all of the population
growth is taking place in developing countries, aggravating the
issues of poverty and social tensions in those areas.

® (1155)

However, much of CIDA’s programming is devoted to support-
ing women in developing countries, including their quality of life,
as well as targeting funding for reproductive health programming.

| would also like to point out that we do agreat deal of work with
girl child education. In fact, if 1,000 girls were given the opportuni-
ty to go to school for one extrayear only, it would save 60 children.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
so much for another Liberal infomercial.

The Liberal government has clearly failed to fix the broken
immigration system. This week we learned that some of the
ringleaders of the west coast people smuggling ships will not be
prosecuted. The minister assured Canadians that people smugglers
would be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.

This is an important question and hopefully a junior secretary
will not get up to answer it. Why has the government gone back on
its word to prosecute these people smuggling criminals?

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let me thank
the assistant critic for the Reform Party on immigration for the
question.

Let me further say to to the member that our values as a
government in dealing with the very serious problem of people
smuggling are not the same as the Reform Party’'s values. We
believe in the charter of rights and freedoms. It does not.
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AIRLINE INDUSTRY

Ms. Bev Desjarlais (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the Minis-
ter of Transport has admitted that he isletting corporate sharehold-
ers decide the future of the Canadian airline industry. Instead of
showing leadership, he is sitting in his office waiting for Gerry
Schwartz to give him a cal to tell him what to do. This is a
shameful abdication of his duty in a vital part of Canada's
infrastructure.

Will the minister do his duty and table specific conditions for an
airline merger before the Air Canada shareholders' meeting, or is
he going to wait until after the meeting when Gerry giveshim acall
and tells him what to do?

Hon. David M. Collenette (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it is true that we are waiting for the shareholders of Air
Canada to pronounce upon various proposals that either come
along or will come along.

The market will decide on the corporate structuring, but the
market alone will not decide on air policy for Canadians.

The members of the House, the Senate and the government will
decide what isin the public interest and what conditions have to be
put on any agreement that comes forward. That isaway that airline
policy will be guaranteed for all Canadians.

[Translation]

TRUCKING INDUSTRY

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, prob-
lems in the trucking industry have been in the news a lot lately.

We know that nearly 80% of trucking movement is interprovin-
cial, meaning that it comes under federal jurisdiction. We also
know that the National Transportation Act will be deregulated in
January 2000.

My question is for the Minister of Transport. Will hetell us what
his plans are for eliminating the chaos in the trucking industry?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
how interesting that the Bloc Quebecois wants the federal govern-
ment to interfere.

What | can say is that appeals from truckers are already before
the CLRB. We must wait for the board's decisions.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. André Bachand (Richmond—Arthabaska, PC): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs did not really
answer my question.

What we want to know is how open the government would be to
any change that might come from the regions or provinces,
specifically from Quebec.

What plan A or plan B would it introduce if a region, or a
province or provinces, held a referendum on major changes within
the federation?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the question is too hypothetical to answer.

All that can be said is that, with respect to the present Govern-
ment of Quebec, Premier Bouchard said during the last election
campaign that he was not in the business of renewing federalism.
This statement was repeated yesterday by Quebec’s Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs.

The Government of Quebec therefore has no credibility on this
score. In any event, Quebecers, like al Canadians, do not want a
referendum. | therefore expect governments to listen to Quebecers
as they would listen to all Canadians.

* Kk %

® (1200)

[English]

JUSTICE

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, arecent survey of 450 Canadian judges found that 80% of them
are so skeptical about the way conditional sentences are handled
that they are leery of handing them out. Many cited inadequate
supervision for the offenders as their main concern. If criminals
cannot be supervised, public safety cannot be assured.

When will the justice minister change the sentencing laws to
ensure that violent criminals are ineligible for conditional sen-
tences?

Hon. Anne McLdlan (Minister of Justice and Attorney
General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as | have said on a
number of occasions in this House, five cases were heard by the
Supreme Court of Canada on this very issue some months ago. We
are now awaiting the decision of the supreme court. | have made it
plain that after the decision of the supreme court is rendered, if
changes are required to the conditional sentencing laws in this
country, they will be made.

| am also awaiting the report of the justice committeein relation
to conditional sentencing.
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ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to a commitment |
made to the House some time ago and pursuant to Standing Order
32(2), | am pleased to table, in both official languages, guidelines
for preparing government responses to the House of Commons
committee reports.

[Translation]

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing
Order 32(2), | have the honour to table, in both official languages,
the 1998-1999 report of the Department of National Defence and
Canadian Forces Ombudsman.

[English]

PUBLIC SERVICE OF CANADA

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 32(2), | have the pleasure to table, in
both official languages, a copy of the employment statistics for the
federal public service for the period April 1, 1998 to March 31,
19909.

* Kk %

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

INDUSTRY

Mr. John Cannis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 109, |
have the honour to table, in both official languages, the government
response to the 18th report of the House of Commons Standing
Committee on Industry, entitled *“The Year 2000 Problem: Will
Canada Be Ready?”

* Kk %

ORDER IN COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to table, in both official languages, a number of order in
council appointments recently made by the government.

Pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order 110(1), these are
deemed referred to the appropriate standing committees, a list of
which is attached.

Routine Proceedings
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), | have the honour to table, in
both official languages, the government’s response to 12 petitions.

® (1205)

CIVIL INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION AGREEMENT
IMPLEMENTATION ACT

Hon. Don Boudria (for the Minister of Industry) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-4, an act to implement the Agreement
among the Government of Canada, Governments of Member States
of the European Space Agency, the Government of Japan, the
Government of the Russian Federation, and the Government of the
United States of America concerning Co-operation on the Civil
International Space Station and to make related amendments to
other acts.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

CANADIAN TOURISM COMMISSION ACT

Hon. Don Boudria (for the Minister of Industry) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-5, an act to establish the Canadian
Tourism Commission.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

PERSONAL INFORMATION PROTECTION AND
ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTSACT

Hon. Don Boudria (for the Minister of Industry) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-6, an act to support and promote
electronic commerce by protecting persona information that is
collected, used or disclosed in certain circumstances, by providing
for the use of electronic means to communicate or record informa-
tion or transactions and by amending the Canada Evidence Act, the
Statutory Instruments Act and the Statute Revision Act.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

Hon. Don Boudria: Mr. Speaker, this bill isin the same form as
Bill C-54 from the first session of this parliament and in accor-
dance with the special order of the House of October 14, 1999 |
request that it be reinstated at the same stage that it had reached at
the time of prorogation.
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The Deputy Speaker: The Chair is satisfied that the bill isin
the same state as the previous bill, as indicated by the government
House leader and, accordingly, the bill stands in the same position
it would have been at the time of prorogation of the last session.

(Bill deemed read the second time, referred to a committee,
reported with amendments)

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, Ref.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-219, an act to amend the Criminal Code (breaking
and entering).

He said: Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure for me to rise on behalf of
the constituents of Calgary East to introduce my private member’s
bill in the House today.

The bill would establish a minimum two year sentence for
second or subsequent convictions for the break and enter of
dwelling houses. Canadians view the crime of break and enter as
more than just a property crime. They view it asacrime against the
person.

It is my hope that this private member’s bill will receive support
from my colleagues so we can effectively address this national
problem.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CULTURAL GRANTSACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACT

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, Ref.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-220, an act to require that in the advertising and at
the opening of a cultural project supported by public money a
public acknowledgement be made of the grant and the percentage
of the total cost that the grant represents.

He said: Mr. Speaker, again it is my pleasure to rise on behalf of
the constituents of Calgary East to introduce my private member’s
bill in the House today.

This bill calls for more accountability and transparency in how
government spends taxpayer money. This bill will require the
recipients of the grants of public funds for cultural projects to
acknowledge that a grant has been made. It would also require
recipients to specify the percentage of the total cost that the grant
represents at the time the program is announced or advertised and
opened to the public.

® (1210)

| believe it is only fair that Canadians be informed of their
investments in these projects.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

PRAIRIE GRAIN ELEVATORS ACT

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grasslands, Ref.) moved
for leave to introduce Bill C-221, an act respecting the transfer of
grain elevatorslocated in a prairie province and the discontinuance
of their operation.

He said: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this hill is to require
persons who operate grain elevators located in a prairie province
and who plan to discontinue operating any of these elevators to
provide potential buyers with an opportunity to purchase them.
This would place the grain companies on an equal footing with
railway companies and make them jump through the same hoops
that railway companies must jump through when they abandon a
rail line.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

FIRST NATIONSOMBUDSMAN ACT

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-222, an act to establish the office of first nations
ombudsman to investigate complaints relating to administrative
and communication problems between members of first nations
communities and their first nation and between first nations,
allegations of improper financial administration and allegations of
electoral irregularities.

He said: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the aborigina grassroots
people from across the country who have worked so hard over the
last two years to try to bring accountability to their reserves, | am
pleased to introduce this bill at their suggestion.

| am also pleased to hear that the new minister has supported the
idea of accountability being very high on his priority list.

| am looking forward to strong support for thisbill for the benefit
of our grassroots natives who are suffering a great deal on our
reserves.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

WITNESSAND SPOUSAL PROTECTION PROGRAM
ACT

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-223, an act to amend the Witness
Protection Program Act and to make a related and consequential
amendment to another act (protection of spouses whose life isin
danger).

He said: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to reintroduce my private
member’s bill that | call the new identities act.
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Each year in Canada hundreds of women and children live in
fear for their lives. Many women go into hiding, leaving behind
their jobs, families and friends in order to cover their trail to hide
from an abusive, violent spouse. Unfortunately, many are found
and beaten, and some are even killed.

If passed, this bill will serve to formally protect those persons
whose lives are in danger by bringing them into the witness
protection system.

This summer | contacted over 500 shelters and organizations
across Canada for their input on this bill. In return | received an
incredible amount of support, constructive suggestions and, most
importantly, the horrific stories that necessitate this bill.

We as parliamentarians must address the crisis of domestic
violence and through the new identities program provide an escape
for threatened individuals who have nowhere else to turn.

| hope that members on all sides of the House will give this bill
the non-partisan support it deserves.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | ask
that al questions be allowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1215)

[English]
SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON ADDRESS IN REPLY

The House resumed consideration of the motion for an addressto
Her Excellency the Governor General in reply to her speech at the
opening of the session, of the amendment and of the amendment to
the amendment.

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Secretary of State (Rural Develop-
ment)(Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern
Ontario), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to have this opportunity

The Address

to respond to the vision set out by the government in its Speech
from the Throne. | particularly want to expand on what that vision
means for rural and remote Canada.

This is a very exciting time in the history of our country. The
Speech from the Throne is the last for this millennium and lays out
the government’svision aswe moveinto an exciting eraof the 21st
century. By investing our resources in focused ways, we intend to
make sure that we have an infrastructure in place that will further
thewell-being of all Canadians. Thisincludes not only the physical
infrastructure so crucia to the renewal and development of rural
communities, but also investments in children and youth, in
innovation, in further tax relief and debt reduction, in health and in
the environment.

Our agenda will create opportunity and prosperity for Canadians
no matter where they live. One of every three Canadians lives
outside a major centre, whether it is a small community near an
urban centre or a more remote community, be it a farming town, a
forestry or mining community, or one based on tourism or
manufacturing. The government recognizes the specia circum-
stances of rural Canadians and it specifically addressed rural
Canada in its Speech from the Throne.

We know that rural Canadians have faced numerous challenges.
Likeal Canadiansthey have faced those challenges with ingenuity
and an inspiring commitment to their families and their communi-
ties. Hailing as | do from a rura area of central and northern
Ontario, | have seen firsthand the dynamism of our rural areas, our
towns, our villages and the entrepreneurialism and energy of those
who live there.

The Speech from the Throne has clearly laid out the direction in
which the government intends to go in the coming months. This
direction applies very much to rural Canada.

The government continues to believe that vibrant communities
and a sustainable resource base are the foundations for a strong
rural Canada. It isarural Canadawhere residents have accessto the
tools, information and skills they need to make informed decisions
and to take full advantage of opportunities for personal and
community development. It is a rural Canada where citizens have
access to science and technology, infrastructure and services to be
full partners in Canada's knowledge based economy and society.

As the throne speech said, we know that technology can open
new doors to all Canadians, tearing down the old barriers of
distance or access and allowing rural as well as urban communities
to compete globally. We have made acommitment to encourage the
development and adaptation of new technologies, recognizing that
they hold the promise of greater economic stability for rural
communities traditionally dominated by single industries like
mining, fishing, forestry, or agriculture. In other words, invest-
mentsin new technologies are acritical tool in the bid to strengthen
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rural communities and enable them to break out of the cyclica
economies. We will make those investments.

The government has also committed to work with its partnersin
other levels of government, in the private sector, in the voluntary
sector and with citizens in general to build a better quality of life
for Canadians everywhere. As the Speech from the Throne indi-
cated, this includes rural Canadians.

| would like to point out that my appointment as Secretary of
State for Rural Development is in itself a strong signal of the
importance the government attaches to rural Canada. The purpose
of creating a separate additional Secretary of State for Rural
Development is to bolster and reinforce the government’s focus on
rural Canada. | am deeply honoured to serve in that position.

In my new role | plan to lead the government’s efforts in
improving the quality of life for Canadians who live in rural and
remote Canada. | intend to work with my colleagues on both sides
of the House. Most important, | intend to work with individual
Canadians to ensure that we take a co-ordinated approach to rural
Canada and that we work together for common priorities which
have been identified by rural Canadians themselves.

In the months ahead | will be concentrating on three particular
areas.

First is the rural lens. This is essentially a way of making sure
the potential impact on rural Canada is taken into consideration
before federal policy decisions are made.

Second is to help Canadians who live outside our cities have
better access to all the resources that are available to them. That
means making sure they know what programs and services are out
there, as well as making sure they are able to use them.

® (1220)

The third area | will be focusing on is the task of turning our
strong commitments into specific tangible actions that truly help
rural citizens.

As| have said, rural Canadians face many challenges, a number
of them quite similar from community to community, for example,
the challenges presented by distance from markets, low population
density and the cyclica nature of resource based industries.
Depending on where one lives in rural Canada, whether it is a
remote Newfoundland outport, a small rural municipality in Sas-
katchewan, or a community in the far north, circumstances and
cultures can also be quite different.

The Government of Canada is committed to reflecting those
differences and those realities in our policy decisions. In adopting
the principle of the rura lens, cabinet has made a commitment to
ensure that the challenges and priorities of rura Canadians are
understood and taken into account, both in current initiativesand in
long term planning. As Secretary of State for Rural Development, |

look forward to the opportunity to work with my cabinet colleagues
in applying the rural lens.

This brings me back to my second priority which is to improve
the communications and information flow between the govern-
ment and rural citizens. As well as sharpening our focus on rura
concerns within the government, it is also critically important that
we do more to let rura Canadians know what assistance or
programming is already available. We have made agood start. This
year for example, our departments and agencies worked together to
provide information on programs and services for rural Canadians
in a booklet that went out to two and a half million households in
rural and remote Canada.

We al'so need to inform rural Canadians about the progress being
made toward meeting their priorities. One key way of doing thisis
by producing an annual report which measures our achievementsin
dealing with rural issues and challenges. Not only is the govern-
ment committed to helping rural Canadians, it also expects to be
held accountable for doing so. Early next year | will table this
report in parliament, thereby providing an opportunity both for my
colleagues in the House of Commons and for al Canadians to
engage in a public discussion on how we chart the future of rural
Canada.

Developing rural Canada and assisting rural Canadians will be a
transparent process, one that is bottom up and not top down driven.
That is why at the end of April | will host a national rural
conferenceinviting individual rural Canadians from across Canada
to come to Magog in the province of Quebec. The conference will
promote and showcase rural Canada. More than that it will be an
opportunity to discuss our successes, our challenges, our vision,
and most important the specific actions we need to take to ensure
the future of rural Canada

Thethird areal want to talk about and the most important part of
what | am charged to do relates to specific actions to be taken to
bring about tangible developments and improvements for rural
Canadians.

The direction set out in the Speech from the Throne will guide us
as we work to deliver the resultsin rural Canada. Rural communi-
ties will be involved in drafting a five year plan for improving
physical infrastructure. They will also be key partnersin our efforts
to make Canada a nation that is highly connected through the
information highway so that rural citizens have ready access to the
education, technology, skills and other tools that will allow them to
share in the country’s wealth and opportunities.

Our focus must now shift from processto resultsto take the steps
necessary to develop action itemsinto specific deliverablesin rura
Canada and make concrete progress on the priorities of rural
Canadians.

In some cases this may simply mean bringing together different
departments that do similar programs to focus resources in one
area. In other cases we may need something new in addition to
what is already being undertaken. For example, Health Canada
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through the office of rural hedth is taking the lead on the
development of arural health strategy to ensure that Canadiansin
rural and remote areas have accessto quality health care. In another
initiative a number of service Canada projects are being tried out in
rural areas as a possible way to improve access to government
programs and services.

Before closing | would like to mention that | wear another hat,
that of Secretary of State for Federal Economic Development
Initiative in Northern Ontario, more commonly known as the
FedNor program. That brings with it a responsibility for communi-
ty futures which plays a role in providing access to capital and
facilitating business development for rural Canadians.

® (1225)

The community futures development corporations are adminis-
tered by four different entities within the federal government: three
regional development agencies, plus Industry Canada. The pro-
gram works very well. It is an excellent example of one community
level program which works across several different agencies, yet is
very ruraly focused.

Over the next few weeks | will be discussing with my ministerial
colleagues other co-operative initiatives that involve their depart-
ments or agencies. Those initiatives will be directly targeted at the
priorities set forward in the Speech from the Throne, and the
federal framework for action in rura Canada which rural Cana
dians themselves helped to write and helped to develop.

The Speech from the Throne lays out a vision and opportunity
for prosperity for Canadians. It is my personal commitment to
ensure that rural Canadians are equal partners in that vision, that
they have the technologies, the tools and the infrastructure to build
a better quality of life for their chosen communities.

Rural Canada is the foundation on which a large part of our
economic wealth is built. It is a place of great energy and great
ingenuity. It isour past, it is our present and it is our future. It isa
way of life, a way of unique traditions and a specific socid
structure. Most important, rural Canada is home. It is home to my
family and other members' families. It is home to our friends, it is
home to my constituents and it is home to nine million Canadians.
It is a place with a great future. This government is working to
make sure that that future for rural Canadians is as bright as
possible.

Mr. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, PC): Madam Speaker, my
question for the minister isavery simple one. He speaks of the nine
million Canadians who live in rural Canada. | think he has tried
very galantly to revise the biggest single omission in the throne
speech and that is the fact that there was no mention of agriculture.

| represent the riding of Kings—Hants which has 50% of the
agriculture output for the province of Nova Scotia. The fact is that
many of the farm aid programs currently do not meet the needs of

The Address

farmers either in my riding or in western Canada. The AIDA and
NISA programs simply do not meet their needs. Some of those
programs are based on 70% of the last three years' earnings. In my
riding the last three years have been disastrous due to the drought.
Of course, 70% of nothing is nothing. For farmers who are facing
this crisis and bankruptcy there was absolutely nothing in the
throne speech.

The minister speaks about rural issues. One of the most pivotal
and important issues for rural Canadians is agriculture and food
output. The throne speech did not address that.

The minister did not speak of the seasonal workers in Atlantic
Canada and my riding. Seasonal workers have been devastated by
the El reforms and the cuts by the Liberal government. Many
seasonal workers who did work periodically and who did contrib-
ute and participate in the economy are now forced on provincial
social assistance. They have gone from working seasonally to not
working at all. That is a significant concern.

The minister did not speak of the concentration in the food
distribution business which increasingly is forcing producers to
effectively deal with one or two major purchasers. It is denying the
producers any ability to control price or have any control over their
own business affairs. The minister does not address that.

The minister spoke at length about e-commerce, the growth in
the high tech sector and the importance of connectedness in terms
of technology in rura communities. | share with him in his
optimism that in the long term these may play a role.

However, does he really believe that the government’s focus on
e-commerce and on Internet connectedness for rural communities
is going to help? Does he really believe in the short term that a 50
year old farmer who is facing bankruptcy is going to be turned into
acomputer programmer or a high tech worker and suddenly will be
transported back from the edge of the abyss of poverty, despair and
into some new e-world of prosperity and future potential?

® (1230)

| believe he is being very naive and that the government is being
very cold-hearted in turning its back on rural Canada and particu-
larly on the agricultural sector, both in the west, in Ontario and in
the east.

Hon. Andy Mitchell: Madam Speaker, part of what we see here,
from the comments made by the hon. member who represents the
Tory Party, is agood example of how itsinability to deal with two
separate issues at the same time led to an administration in the
country from 1984 to 1993 that resulted in record deficits, in-
creased unemployment and lower economic growth.

The redlity isthat we are dealing with all the issues that the hon.
member mentioned. He talked about nothing being done in terms of
the farm income prices.
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Let me make it very clear for the hon. member, who seems to
have missed it, and for other hon. members in the House and
obviously for Canadians, that there was $900 million, when
combined with provincial contributions of another $600 million,
meant there was a $1.5 billion package to assist Canadian farmers
through an income crisis they are experiencing right now. That
work is ongoing and the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
has indicated his willingness to continue to work with his provin-
cia counterparts, with the industry and with others to do the things
that are necessary to help.

Beyond just smply helping in the income crisis, as important as
that is, we must also ensure the long term viability of rural Canada.
That is what the hon. member and his party have missed. We
cannot just simply deal with the issues of the day, although we must
and it is important. We must also ensure the long term viability of
rural Canada and rural Canadians.

We must make sure that thereis afuture for rural Canadians. We
must make sure there is a future for our children so that they can
choose to live in rura Canada. It means more than simply
identifying or dealing with one specific industry. It means more
than just simply identifying with any one specific problem. It
means dealing with the broad issues that face rural Canadians. It
means understanding that rural Canada has separate challenges and
separate needs and to respond to them.

That is what the government committed to do in the throne
speech. As the minister responsible, | will attempt to ensure that
those commitments come to reality and fruition.

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup—Témis
couata—L es Basques, BQ): Madam Speaker, | have listened
carefully to the speech by the new Secretary of State for Rural
Development, and | wish him good luck, despite my belief that the
federal government has no business whatsoever interfering in this
area.

| would invite him to speak to the Minister of Human Resources
Development. With his responsibility for rura areas he is surely
aware that, since employment insurance reform, there has been a
serious problem that has to do with the rule of intensity. Seasonal
workers are penalized by the deduction of 1% of their benefits
every time they have used 20 weeks of employment insurance,
which means that after three years, instead of receiving 55% of
potential benefits, they will receive 50%.

Yesterday, the Minister of Human Resources Development gave
an interview to a Moncton newspaper. She thinks that the rule of
intensity must not be done away with, nor the period of benefits
extended, because that is no solution. More employment must be
created, and seasonal employment must be enabled to last longer.

| say to the secretary of state and to the minister *“Why not do
both at the same time?’ When they state that the industry’s season
must be lengthened, it isasif they weretelling people *“ You are not
working longer because you do not want to.” The Secretary of
State for Rural Development must surely know, and | hope he
agrees with that view, that there is no one in Canada who does not
want to work. This is not a situation where, contrary to what the
Prime Minister said in the past, the unemployed are beer drinkers.
That has been demonstrated. There are no more cheaters among the
unemployed than there are in multinationals or elsewhere. General-
ly speaking, people do want to work.

It is not by hitting them on the head or by imposing unacceptable
rules regarding minimum income that things will change. In rura
areas, when a person works 15 or 20 weeks, if that person does not
collect enough benefits, even if he or she hasajob, evenif he or she
is among those who worked during the year, that person will still
get poor because we do not have a good employment insurance
program.

® (1235)

So, will the Secretary of State for Rural Development make
representations to the Minister of Human Resources Devel opment
to have that situation changed, and is he not deeply upset that the
throne speech says nothing on this issue?

It is important for the secretary of state to get the bureaucracy
moving and force the government to stop viewing the employment
insurance program strictly as a surplus generating scheme; this
could have a positive impact in an area of federal jurisdiction. The
El system is aso a tool for economic stabilization.

Will the secretary of state do that in the years to come?
[English]

Hon. Andy Mitchell: Madam Speaker, | had the opportunity as
the chair of the natural resources committee to author a report
caled “Think Rural” which outlined many of the issues in rural
Canada. Even though the hon. member was not a member of that
committee, he took the time, effort and energy to provide input into
the development of that report. He is committed to his rural area.

In terms of theissuesin HRDC, | know that he and the minister
have had debates in the House and that they continue to have
discussions. The member forgetsto talk about the other parts of the
HRDC regime. He forgets to talk about active measures and al the
other labour market adjustment type of initiatives that are under-
taken by HRDC and which certainly help rural aress.

| had the opportunity not too long ago to travel to his part of the
country. Their concern was not particularly over jurisdiction. There
was not aconcern over nationalism in Quebec. Therewasaconcern
about improving the quality of life of rural Canadians no matter
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where they live. That is what | am trying to, that is what the
government istrying to do and that iswhat we will accomplish. We
will improve the quality of life for al rura Canadians.

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Madam Speaker, |, like some of my other colleagues, will
begin by pointing out to Canadians and to the members of the
House an issue that was not addressed in the Speech from the
Throne: the state of Canada’s airline industry.

We were al inundated over the summer months with positions
both for and against changes in the airline industry but the
government remains silent. There was absolutely no mention inthe
throne speech of the crisis in the airline industry. It is very clear
that major changes will be coming. These are the questions | have.
Where is the government’s vision for the future of the Canadian
airline industry? Where does the government feel Canadians want
to see the airline industry go?

It is the government's apparent lack of vision that causes
concern. The government seems to always be responding or
reacting to situations rather than working out some of the problems
or finding solutions in advance. Unfortunately its history of
popping up into the issues and trying to influence the private sector
is usualy done for the wrong reasons.

Once the dust settles over the current airline industry situation,
government and parliament must work together in a non-partisan
fashion. We must work together with the stakeholders to develop a
clear blueprint for Canada's airline industry in the 21st century.

| do not think thereis a Canadian who has not heard of Onex, Air
Canada and Canadian Airlines International. Canadians accept the
fact that Canadian Airlines International is in trouble. | think
everyone is aware of the Onex offer to merge the two airlines to
stabilize Canada’s airline industry under one major airline.

| do not think there are many Canadians, and | am one of them,
who are aware of what Air Canada’'s counterproposal may be.
However, | would suggest that one way or another it looks like we
will only have one national airline in Canada. More importantly,
parliament must play a role and it must be done in a non-partisan
fashion.

® (1240)

The Reform Party believes that the role of government should be
to facilitate a private enterprise solution to this problem. That
means less government regulation not more. It means that the
government must establish the priority of protecting the interests of
Canadian consumers at both the national and regional levels, the
interests of the Canadian taxpayer, the interests of the airline
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employees and the interests of those who invest in Canada’s airline
industry.

Maybe a starting point would be a comparison with the airline
industry in Australia. It is interesting that in Australia where the
demographics and the geography is very similar to Canada and
where it has similar concerns and issues that Australia can have
two profitable national airlines. Maybe there is something that we
can learn from Australia’s airline industry.

We also have to look at what role this government and previous
Liberal and Conservative governments played in bringing our
airline industry to the point whereit istoday. More importantly, the
issue we have to address is how to fix the problem.

| will move on from the airline industry because there are other
transportation issuesin the country that must be addressed. Canada
is on the brink of entering a new century. We can either enter the
new century boldly or we can enter it timidly and in response to
other situations around the world.

The brief mention of infrastructure programs in the throne
speech leaves a lot of questions in the air. It mentions that the
federal government will work with the provinces and the private
sector over the next year to develop a new five year plan for
improving the infrastructure. | think that isvery short sighted of the
government and of our country.

We have to take a much larger and longer vision of where we
want to go with our infrastructure and on how we are going to get
there. We would be remiss if we were not looking in ten 20-year
cycles as opposed to only looking five years down the road. Not
only isthat true for our infrastructure program but it is also true for
our national highway system.

Government has studied the problem of Canada's highway
system for years. It really is time to quit studying and to do
something about it. It is time for the government to implement a
national highway strategy program. It is also time for the govern-
ment to invest more than the 10% it collects in gas taxes into our
highway infrastructure. It is time that the government started
recognizing that highways and the ability to move people and
goods is very important. It is important for rural Canada, it is
important for urban Canadaand it isimportant for the well being of
all Canadians that our transportation networks are sound, well
planned and certainly in good condition.

Oneof theissuesthat isvery dear to my heart istheissue of trade
corridors. A large part of the reason for Canada's economic
improvement over the last years is due to the massive increase in
trade, mainly with the Americans. | do not know that Canadians
understand or realize that over $1.5 billion worth of trade happens
across the Canada-U.S. border every single day of the year.
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| am realy pleased to see that the Liberal government has
decided that trade is good for Canada, but if this growth is to
continue, if we are to continue to maximize the future of our
trading partners on the North American continent, our infrastruc-
ture must grow to accommodate that trade.

It is not just good enough to have trade agreements. It is not just
good enough to have agreements among countries and documents
that are signed between the leaders. We have to be able to move the
goods that we have agreed to trade. We have to make sure that the
movement of those goodsis donein an efficient and timely manner.

| do not think we can ignore rail transportation, particularly the
movement of grain across our country. That has been an issue for a
number years and it remains an issue that has to be resolved. Two
reports have been produced for parliament to consider, the Estey
and Kroeger reports. | ook forward to the coming years and seeing
this happen.

There are also environmental concerns. If the Minister of
Environment is concerned about vehicle emissions then | would
suggest that he go to any major commercial border crossing. He
could go down to the Ambassador Bridge between Windsor and
Detroit and see 100 trucks on either side of the bridge, idling for
hours waiting to fill out unnecessary paperwork at customs. He
could watch the fumes from their diesel engines billow into the air
and check why Canadian and American archaic cabotage rules are
forcing many trucks to travel on the continent empty. It is time to
address some of these issues.

More important, the government’s plan of talking with the
provinces about highways is not just good enough. We need to
develop a seamless transportation system involving our highways,
our railways, our waterways and skies to move goods and peoplein
the most efficient manner not on a national basis but on a
continental-wide basis. Only then can we ensure that we are
looking after the health, safety and economic well-being of all
Canadians.

Mr. Howard Hilstrom (Selkirk—Interlake, Ref.): Madam
Speaker, | am pleased to represent the people of Selkirk—Interlake
and to speak to the throne speech today. The government has been
speaking about the good aspects of the speech so | do not haveto go
over those details again. They are few and far between, but it
highlighted the ones it thought were important.

| have a couple of issues that did not get fully addressed in the
throne speech. One of them was that Manitobans expected to see
more in the area of health care. There was nothing in the speech but
a reiteration of the fact that the government was putting $11.5

billion into health care over the next several years. That is totally
insufficient. They would like to have seen something in that regard.

Also the government seems to have recognized that it has been
fumbling the first nations accountability issue. The throne speech
mentioned that the government wanted to foster accountability on
the part of elected officials on our first nations. The Indian affairs
minister has said in speeches privately in Saskatchewan that was
one of the government’s objectives. It is certainly worth recogniz-
ing that.

Physical infrastructure work was mentioned with regard to what
| assume will be roads. This may have a benefit for farmers if the
physica infrastructure it is talking about enables roads to be built
sufficient to carry the large trucks which are now necessary to carry
grain from the farmers field to the inland terminals and out to port
by rail.

Those are al the items | saw in the throne speech which were
directly pertinent to farmers. Certainly we needed much more.

® (1250)

A couple of points in the throne speech were scary for farmers.
Certainly we are concerned about the government’s intentions with
regard to its Kyoto commitment and how they will impact upon the
government.

Another thing that is bothersome is the Endangered Species Act.
It will be implemented and passed in such a way that it will not
have the negative impacts on agriculture that we found in the
United States with its legislation.

An immense concern to my riding, to al of Manitoba and really
to al Canadians which was not mentioned in the throne speech,
involves an issue in the riding of Provencher in Manitoba. | am
referring to the closure of the Atomic Energy of Canada Limited
nuclear research station. The government is in the process of
closing that research station. In fact it has virtually closed it now.

What it is leaving behind can only be described as waste and
byproducts. The nuclear contamination from that site is still there.
That is a natural issue which happens. However it is the govern-
ment's responsibility to show some vision and direction with
regard to atomic energy uses in Canada and to clean up that site.
Manitobans want to use that site for private industrial develop-
ment, but it is impossible to do so because the government is
standing in the way of cleaning up the site and arranging for it to be
used for industrial purposes.

The mayor of Pinawa, the town in which it is located, and the
Hon. Darren Praznik, MLA for that area, have clearly brought to
my attention that they need assistance to bring to the attention of
the government in Ottawa that this nuclear contamination and the
clean up of the Whiteshell site are of utmost importance.
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| can only tell the resource minister that | will be raising this
matter in the House over upcoming months. It should have been
in the throne speech. We will make sure that it is raised and
something is done about it.

I will point out one last thing about it. When hot cells, nuclear
contaminated cells, in Tunney’s Pasture in Ottawa were decommis-
sioned a couple of years ago, they were completely demolished and
the sitewas returned to a green field state. Why should Manitobans
and the people of Selkirk—Interlake and Provencher expect any-
thing less than what was done in Ontario?

Asthe chief agriculture critic | will devote the rest of my speech
to agriculture issues. Our leader has spoken quite eloquently with
regard to the lack of emphasis on agriculture in the throne speech.

For the last two years farmers across Canada have faced
destructive drops in farm income. Realized net income in Canada
fell by 21% in 1998 and is predicted to fall by another 15% in 1999.
That brings the figure down for Saskatchewan in terms of realized
net income to a negative $48 million for 1999. Farmers will be
losing massive amounts of money in Saskatchewan.

Saskatchewan farmers are so desperate that they are actualy
involved right now in atax revolt involving the education taxes on
their properties. We are finding that these farmers are being pushed
into doing anything they can do to reduce the cost of government in
particular and other costs that are helping to drive them out of
business.

I will use the gross figures for Manitoba. We talk about a
realized net farm income drop in Manitoba to $64 million accord-
ing to Statistics Canada figures. These figures are not something |
made up myself. They are right from Statistics Canada. That drop
to $64 million is $100 million below the $164 million earned by
Manitoba farmers in 1998 and well below the five year average of
$231 million.

® (1255)

The program the government brought forward to address the
income crisis was AIDA, the agricultural income disaster assis-
tance program. The government had the understanding or misun-
derstanding, really, that the situation with regard to farm incomes
was simply a one year drop in income in 1998 but that the drastic
drop may happen in 1999 aso.

The government took the program that came to it from the safety
net advisory committee, which involvesalot of farmers’ groups, et
cetera. The government changed that recommendation around to
make the program fit the budget the minister thought he could get
for it, instead of making the program fit the crisis and address the
problem. That is exactly why AIDA has not worked.
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I will just give a couple of examples of farmers who were
applying for AIDA and receiving nothing. One story isthat in May
of this year two brothers who are farmers in Manitoba applied.
Their application is till sitting in the review area of AIDA. The
way the farm is set up, they expect to get approximately $70,000
back from AIDA. They have received nothing and they are on the
verge of going bankrupt.

Over past months, certainly since last fall in particular and in
fact right from 1993, the Reform Party has made many suggestions
to the government on how it can increase the income of farmers.
That is the subject of a minority report of the Standing Committee
on Agriculture. It involved matters such as reducing the cost of
government, reducing user fees and making the Canadian Wheat
Board a voluntary board.

Asaresult, | would only suggest that the government review all
the material we in the Reform have produced, take those sugges-
tions and implement them immediately to help solve the crisis in
western Canada and across the country.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Idland, Ref.): Madam Speaker, | happen to
represent ariding that hasalot of farmersinit, although admittedly
the farmers in my area are more mixed farmers than grain farmers.
We certainly are aware of the crisis that is taking place on the
prairies with farmers. | would like to ask my hon. colleague to
comment on a couple of points.

First, we lost the benefit of the Crow rate under the Liberal
government. | am rather surprised at that because these dayswe are
talking about the fishing rights of the natives, apparently based on
an agreement which was some 200 years old. It is said to last in
perpetuity and cannot be changed. It seems to me the Crow rate
agreement was also an agreement in perpetuity, but the government
just said with impunity that it would wipe it out and give them a bit
of a cash payment which hopefully would cover it.

Could the member comment on to what degree the cash payment
came even close to covering the long term costs of farmers
transporting their grain to the ports?

My second question is with regard to transportation problems.
When | was a youngster my dad used to ask ‘““How come when |
buy a combine or atractor that is manufactured in Ontario | haveto
pay the freight to get it from Ontario to Saskatchewan, but when |
sell them my wheat | have to pay the freight to send their wheat
back to Ontario?’ | would like the member to comment on those
two points.

® (1300)

Mr. Howard Hilstrom: Madam Speaker, in perpetuity are two
words that have devastated western farmers and made them so
mad. They are madder than a boiled owl when they hear the words
spoken, so | hesitate to even use them.
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That Liberal promise aong with the promise of the Conserva-
tives over the years assured western Canadian farmers that the
Crow rate, which was a subsidy for exporting grain, would be kept
in perpetuity. Western Canadian farmers certainly knew better than
the Liberal and Conservative governments. They realized that the
Crow rate was not alowing western farmers to diversify their
incomes. As a result when the Crow rate went it was beneficial
in that farmers diversified and have certainly improved the
western farm economy in that regard.

The real devastation regarding the income problem and the cash
taken out of farmers’ pockets when the subsidy was not received
anymore was that starting in 1993 with the trade agreement and in
1995 with the federal budget, domestic support for agriculture was
drastically reduced by the government in an attempt to balance its
deficit. In doing so it brought in user fees and al kinds of charges,
increased taxes and al of the things that have taken away the
meagre incomes farmers were getting from exporting their grain.

It is domestic support that is lacking from the government. We
heard it today in question period. Farmers are asking for that
support to be reinstated at least to the level where they can remain
viable and on the farm, to provide Canadians a secure domestic
food supply. It is in our national interest that that be done.

What do we see? Nothing is happening by way of money for the
majority of farmersin western Canadain particular, and in Ontario,
to keep them on the farm and keep the farms going. What will
happen? It will end up that this country’s farmland will be owned
by absentee landlords.

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Ref.): Madam Speaker,
Peace River country has had a double whammy. It has had a series
of very wet years that have caused farmersto have alow three year
margin net income.

The government put together an AIDA program that said it
would base payments on a three year margin net income. Guess
what? It was so low that farmers do not have the income to get a
payout. That is why they are failing again to pay—

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): We have to resume
debate.

Ms. Sophia Leung (Vancouver Kingsway, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, | am pleased to represent Vancouver Kingsway and take
part intoday’s debate. | am splitting my time with the hon. member
for St. Paul’s.

We are entering the century of the Pacific. It isvery fitting, asthe
Prime Minister has noted, that a Canadian who came to the country
as a young refugee from China should be the new Governor
General.

That an individual who arrived in Canada as a refugee can attain
the position of Governor General, a post deeply rooted in our

tradition, isasymbol to theworld. It isavery specia appointment
and symbol that Canada affords to al citizens the opportunity to
participate fully in our society. It is a symbol that all citizens,
whether born on Canadian soil or having arrived as migrants from
other nations, can and do make meaningful contributions. It is a
symbol that Canadais a nation that recognizes talent and diversity.
Indeed over the last century our society has blossomed with
migrants from the four corners of the globe arriving and contribut-

ing.
® (1305)

The appointment of the Governor General isatrue reflection and
celebration of cultural diversity in Canada today. | would like to
congratulate the Prime Minister on this important appointment.
That such an appointment has been made under this government
demonstrates its recognition and appreciation of the rich and
beautiful cultura fibre that our nation has.

That so many aspects of this country are flourishing isacredit to
our Liberal government, but we must continue to build on our
strengths. We must strive to increase the quality of life of all
Canadians. This government has proven it has the courage and the
vision to do so. Concrete plans have been formed to help Canadians
face the challenges of the new century.

Children are at the forefront of our investment in the future. This
government is committed to ensuring that children receive the
support and attention they need. Many studies demonstrate that the
early years of achild'slife are very important. Loving and involved
parents are the cornerstone of the well-being, happiness and
success of every child.

The government is to be commended on its solid commitment to
extend employment insurance maternity benefits and parental
leave. Materna leave time will be extended from a current
maximum to afull year, ayear that will provideinvaluabletimefor
all our children.

The government has shown itsinsight in providing new benefits
to accommodate the diverse needs of Canadian families. Those
benefits will be more flexible, more adaptabl e to the wide range of
redlities that face Canadian families. This government wants to
ensure that children are equipped with all the capacities they need
to be ready to learn when they begin school and to grow into
healthy productive adults.

As a government, as responsible citizens, we have no higher
priority than our children. As our children grow they must be well
educated in good schools and ingtitutions that will provide them
with skills that will prepare them for work and future challenges,
that will prepare them to be successful in aglobal economy. That is
why the investment this government has announced for our post-
secondary institutions is so crucial.

In the Prime Minister's address, he endorsed a plan to create
1,200 new chairs for research excellence in universities across



October 15, 1999

COMMONS DEBATES

221

Canada and more important, a plan for the financial support
needed to make them internationally competitive. That was not an
empty commitment: $60 million in the first year of the plan; $122
million in the second year; $180 million in the third year; and
following that, a further $120 million will fund 800 additional
chairs.

Canada needs those university chair endowments to compete for,
to attract and to retain researchers of international calibre. Further-
more, those researchers will train our students to become the best
and the brightest in the world. Such investment in post-secondary
institutions ensures Canadians will have the resources and exper-
tise to be successful in a highly competitive world. Those endow-
mentswill ensure Canadaisat the forefront of the knowledge based
economy.

® (1310)

The Canada Foundation for Innovation has already been created.
That $1 billion endowment is helping to build a leading edge
national system of innovation. Knowledge and technological in-
novation are the cornerstones of a higher standard of living and a
better quality of life. Theinvestment of the government will ensure
Canadian institutions have the resources, the laboratories and the
university infrastructure to carry out their creative work, but thisis
not all.

In January the Canadian millennium scholarship fund will begin
to generate over 10,000 scholarships. The government’s School Net
project has connected every public school and library in Canada.
The community access program will have public Internet sites in
10,000 rural and urban communities before the end of this year.
The government has and will continue to increase support for
lifelong learning to ensure Canada has the most highly skilled and
knowledgeable workforce in the world.

The previous commitments of the government and those out-
lined in the Speech from the Throne indicate the level of commit-
ment this government has to ensure Canadians will embrace the
challenges of the 21st century. This investment in education and
research will fuel the Canadian economy of the next century. Our
economy will continue to strive and to grow. Canadian families
will benefit.

Continued tax reduction will foster an even more dynamic
economy. Canadian families have aready seen the benefits of tax
cuts totalling $16.5 billion in the |ast two budgets alone. That trend
will continue. The next budget will lay out a multi-year plan for
further tax reduction. | am amember of the finance committee and
we will be conducting prebudget public hearings to listen to
Canadians for their ideas and suggestions for our next budget.

We are one of the leading industrialized nations in the world.
The future will see great advances in business, government and
society. Theway to the 21st century isto invest in the cornerstones
of our society. We will invest in our children, in our families, in our
researchers and in our educational system.
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Let us be clear. What this government will not do is sacrifice our
financial health. Canadians from British Columbiaand indeed from
coast to coast to coast recognize thisis the direction for Canadain
the next century. The government is doing what Canadians want.

[Translation]

Ms. Hélene Alarie (Louis-Hébert, BQ): Madam Speaker, |
have a question for the hon. member.

She said that the 21st century would belong to the Pacific region.
Will the hon. member be able to influence her government
colleagues, so that they take a stand regarding the labeling of
genetically modified products?

We know that the Minister of Agriculture took a stand when he
said that such labeling was optional. However, the Asian market
requires that genetically modified products be labeled.

May be the hon. member can influence her colleagues. | would
like to hear her comments on this issue.

® (1315)
[English]

Ms. Sophia Leung: Madam Speaker, | want to thank the hon.
member for her very thoughtful question. It would be very
interesting for our government to consider and | think alot of study
will follow.

In the meantime, very strict regulations will be set up. | thank
her for calling this matter to our attention.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Madam
Speaker, | listened to the hon. member’s speech with great interest.
| noted that she said repeatedly throughout her speech “‘We will
invest. We will invest. We will invest”.

The problem | have with that isthat what she and her colleagues
in the Liberal Party do not seem to understand is that when they
talk about investing they talk about spending taxpayers money.
Typicaly the Liberal answer is to set up more programs. She
outlined awholeraft of them in her speech for which they are going
to need taxpayers' money.

She also talked about providing a higher standard of living. She
said ““We must strive to improve the quality of life for Canadians”.
Certainly, something like that we can all agree with. However, |
wonder when she and her Liberal colleagues will get it through
their heads that the easiest way to improve the quality of life for
Canadians is to lift the oppressive tax burden which they face.

| do not want to hear the hon. member insult Canadians
intelligence by talking about $16.5 billion in tax cuts. Canadians
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know quite well that is more than offset by the $18 billion in tax
increases over the past couple of years that the government has
foisted on them. Really, they are worse off. That is very clear when
they look at their take home pay.

| want the hon. member to answer very honestly and truthfully—
and do not insult the intelligence of the Canadians voters who are
watching this debate today—when her government is going to
deliver real tax relief, not this bogus $16.5 billion they always talk
about.

Ms. Sophia L eung: Madam Speaker, | would like to remind my
colleague that we very successfully eliminated the $42 billion
deficit. Last year we not only reduced taxes, we also eliminated the
3% surtax. We al know that. It is on the record.

Now we are entering an era where we will have a balanced
approach. There will be tax cuts, but at the same time we will not
overlook the most important things, such as health care, social
programs and the children’s agenda. We are now spending under a
very cautious, socially balanced program.

Mr. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, PC): Madam Speaker, the
hon. member speaks again of investment, which isreally spending,
but the fact is that many Canadians are finding it difficult to invest
themselves. While the government is currently in the black, at an
unprecedented rate Canadians are in the red. We have the highest
level of personal debt in the history of our country.

In the 1990s Canadians have seen an 8% drop in their personal
disposable income because of the tax burden imposed by this
government. During the same period Americans have enjoyed a
10% increase.

Would it not be better if Canadians were able to invest for their
own futures as opposed to the government taking more money from
Canadians and then trying to invest where it feelsthe priorities are?

Ms. Sophia Leung: Madam Speaker, we do not just take from
Canadians. We are also trying to create more opportunities for
trade and we are trying to help medium and small business people
gain more business so they will have more cash in their pockets.

We are doing both. We are meeting the social needs of Canadians

and, at the same time, we are trying to help business and other
sectors.

® (1320)

[Translation]

Mrs. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul’s, Lib.): Madam Speaker, | am
very pleased to rise today to reply to the Speech from the Throne.

Building a higher quality of life for all Canadians is an ideal
theme, as we are about to celebrate the new millennium. It is the
greatest legacy that we can leave to Canadians.

[English]

Itisabout vision. It isabout what kind of country we want to live
in. It demonstrates a real understanding of the broadest determi-
nants of quality of life. It recognizes that although we have been
designated the best country in the world in which to live we cannot
rest on our laurels.

Vision is statesman-like foresight, sagacity in planning. It means
using our experience and our knowledge together with the power to
apply them critically and practically. More than that, it is incorpo-
rating the core values of Canadians. Vision and values are the key
ingredients to making a difference.

The Speech from the Throne was an extraordinary example of
the positive role the government can play in people’s lives. The tug
of war is over. No longer is it possible for Canadians to think that
good social policy is bad economic policy. We are now embarking
on a new age where with good socia science research we can
demonstrate that good social policy is excellent economic policy
and those who think that tax cuts alone will cure al are horribly
misguided.

Thetax cutsin Ontario resulted in the doubling of child poverty.
We are embarrassed internationally because of this. The cuts to
social servicesin Ontario have not saved money. Gina Browne, the
fabulous researcher at McMaster and author of When the Bough
Breaks, has now demonstrated that conclusively, with the help of
Health Canada. The Ministry of Health of Ontario has turned down
the study twice and now seems to be hiding from its results.

| would like to outline some of the highlights of the study to
show that the failure to provide appropriate social programs does
not save a cent because the people go elsewhere, generally to the
medical system, and cost at least as much money there.

Gina took over 700 single moms. Some were left to self-direct
their support generally by using walk-in clinics, emergency depart-
mentsand GPs’ offices. Some were directed to avariety of support:
recreation, day care, social services and employment advice.

At the end of two years the control group had 10% less on
welfare generally because the Harris program had cut them off. The
group that had only received a recreation program for their kids
over six, which included transportation, running shoes and snacks,
had twice as many moms off welfare and huge savings to the
system in parole, children’said and the use of food banks. The kids
now had friends from other neighbourhoods and were well on their

way.

In the group that received all the support, over 25% had exited
the welfare system and demonstrated huge savings in their use of
the medical system. The interventions helped to identify the
mothers with depression and got them appropriate and effective
help.
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As Gina has said to rotary club after rotary club, the Govern-
ment of Ontario is kidding itself if it thinks it is saving money
by its cuts.

What is exciting now is that we can fund research to show what
instinctively we have known, that good socia policy is good
economic policy. With the social union framework we have an
exciting tool with which we as a country can begin to share best
practices and demonstrate that accountability and transparency are
what Canadians need in order to feel that their taxes are well spent.

The commitment in the social union for al levels of government
to report publicly on the effectiveness of their social programs in
effect will continue to demonstrate this reality of good social
programs being good economic policy.

The Speech from the Throne articulated the commitment of the
Government of Canada to work toward removing al barriers for
the mobility of Canadians with respect to their qualifications,
student loans and essential services for persons with disabilities. It
is clear that achieving full citizenship for all Canadians is good
social policy as well as good economic policy.

The people of St. Paul’s are big picture people. They understand
the need for balance and accountability. They understand that we
need evidence based practice. They understand that strict ideology
is usualy bad public policy because of the need for practica
solutions based on proper evaluation and changing conditions. The
pure tax cutting rhetoric is just that.

| believe the Speech from the Throne has touched the core values
of Canadians. As my constituent Fiona Nelson pointed out, the big
cold countries at the top of the globe decided a long time ago that
we would have to look after one another. The countries in the
middle with the warm climate, fishing and coconuts falling out of
the trees have not had to be quite so progressive. Canadians
decided a long time ago that they do not want people to have to
mortgage their homes, and maybe even lose them, for their cobalt
treatment for cancer.

® (1325)

The fina report of the National Forum on Health eloquently
articulated that the core Canadian values will remain even when
opinions can waver or be seduced by the rhetoric of more money in
peopl€e's pockets solving everything.

Canadians want fairness. They want the tax system to be made
fairer. They know that increasing disposable income for the lower
and middle classes is a good thing. They understand that the child
tax benefit has been an extremely important measure for the
working poor, and that extending it to the middle class will be
extremely important to their children.
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Last year at the prebudget consultationsin St. Paul’s some of the
business people expressed their concern about the use of the word
“investment”’ as the new code for government spending. Whether
wecall it smart spending, results based management or investment,
it isbecoming clearer and clearer that we can spend alittle now or a
lot more later.

The Minister of Labour, who is responsible for homelessness,
has declared many times that investing in kids now will help usto
close prisons later and that thisis now becoming better understood.
There are certain expenditures that, with a proper long range view,
we cannot afford not to do. Governments can no longer present a
little checklist of things that can be accomplished within their
mandate.

As we look to the millennium it is imperative that we look
forward to our future. It isour kids. It is our planet. We need to do
the right thing now. It will be our legacy.

If 25% of absenteeism in children is because of atragic increase
in asthma, we must do something about air quality now. We must
help the world deal with all aspects of the sustainability of our
planet.

Thevision articulated in the Speech from the Throne was a broad
vision for Canada. Itsfocus on children as we move to aknowledge
based economy is one of the best thingswe can be doing. Dr. Fraser
Mustard said that there is substantial evidence that the quality of
early childhood experience has long term effects on an individual’s
performance in the education system, their behaviour in adult life
and their risk for chronic disease in adult life.

We know that this need is universal and that in many neighbour-
hoods the wealthy children are not doing any better because loveis
not the same thing as knowing how to parent.

| had the privilege of practising next to the fabulous Children’'s
Storefront in Toronto where | watched parents, nannies and new
immigrants come. With the advice of the early childhood educators
they learned about conflict resolution, positive reinforcement,
attitudes toward learning, cuddling and reading. | know that it
works. | know that those children are better off.

As we embark on the exciting new research chairs and the
Canadian ingtitutes of health research we have an opportunity to
gain better evidence as we do research in evaluating the policies
and programs to find the optimal solutions.

If we look at the commitment to aboriginal health aone, we
know that we have to do something about the doubled rate of low
birth rate babies, five times the suicide rate and six times the death
rate from injuries, violence and poisoning. We need to look at the
root causes of homelessness, the role of de-institutionalization,
child abuse, substance abuse, learning disabilities and FAE/FAS.
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This is an extraordinary time for Canada. The prospect of a
surplus will ensure our ability to be able to deliver atruly balanced
approach. Thisis atruly Canadian thing to do. As to the promises
we made to Canadians who elected us—tax relief, debt retirement
and prudent investments—we can al be proud that the vision and
values articulated in the Speech from the Throne will indeed build
a higher quality of life for all Canadians. Good socia policy is
good economic policy.

[Translation]

We want to build a stronger Canada and provide a better quality
of life to our children and grandchildren. This is the best legacy
that we can leave to them.

[English]

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Madam Speaker, |
would like to direct two questions to the hon. member. The
previous speaker talked a great deal about the importance of
education, with which | agree. Being well educated people, our
young people look forward to a good future in this country.

| am acquainted with many highly educated people from this
land. In fact, one of them is my son, who went into a certain field,
searched around and is now working in Georgia along with
thousands of other Canadians who have left this country. Doing the
same job down there, as compared to here, he puts $500 to $600
each month more into his pocket, savings because of taxes.

® (1330)

Heison avery good health program. He has benefits that exceed
any that we provide to many of our employeesin thisland. Yet his
heart is in Canada. He wants to be here, as do many of them, but
because of economics and of high taxes they cannot afford not to
take jobs south of the border with greater benefits, greater wages
and lower taxes. When will the government recognize that quality
of life does not exist here? It is fading away.

On quality of life the solicitor general, the justice minister and
many of the people in the justice area have indicated that we need
to empty our prisons, that we have too many people in jail. This
month amultiple killer, acop killer, walked away from a minimum
security prison. There has been a 100% increase in people walking
away from prison.

I's the placement of a person who has been convicted of taking a
life, apolicekiller, into a minimum security institution from which
they are walking away the right method? Is that a method of
emptying our jails? It al adds up to the total incompetence of a
justice system which would allow thiskind of person to walk away
from a penitentiary.

That is not ensuring quality of life. That is endangering livesin
our land. The government’s policies are alowing it. It is worse
today than it ever was. Could the hon. member address these two
issues?

Ms. Carolyn Bennett: Madam Speaker, | remind the hon.
member that most of the people moving to the United States are
moving because of opportunities. In terms of salaries that are
offered there, for example, there is the fabulous Howard Hughes
grant of $1 million a year to a researcher. We have trouble
competing with that. There is no good evidence that these people
are moving purely because of taxes. It is opportunity.

When my patients moved to New York and had to spend $10,000
ayear on their health insurance they understood what comes with
the taxes in our country and a reliance on a public heath care
system, afabulous public education system and ahuge reductionin
crime.

People do not want to live in armed communities. The kind of
approach demonstrated in the Speech from the Throne will actually
prevent the cop killers the hon. member talks about. We will
actually be able to demonstrate that we have much smaller numbers
of people who require being in prison 20 years from now if we do
the right thing now.

It is not that we want more cops and more prisons. That isnot an
approach to crime. We have to deal with people who were abused
as children, who have fetal acohol effects, who have learning
disabilities that were not recognized and then ran into trouble in the
school system, dropped out, got into trouble with drugs and then
later into trouble with the justice system.

This is a prevention problem. This has nothing to do with what
the hon. member suggests is crime and punishment. It just does not
work. We know it does not work. We have to prevent psychopaths
before they are formed.

[Translation]

Mrs. FrancineLalonde(Mercier, BQ): Madam Speaker, let me
say from the outset that the reason | want to take part in this debate
about the throne speech is to stress how this government— which
has major surpluses after cutsin transfersto the provinces, with the
result that ordinary people in particular have felt the impact of
these significant cuts in health, education and social assistance—is
using these surpluses in an arrogant way, without any concern for
the very real problems experienced by individuals, problems for
which the provinces now appear to be responsible.

® (1335)

First, why did the government postpone the beginning of the
session by three weeks? Did the throne speech really justify that
three week delay? During those three weeks, Quebecers and



October 15, 1999

COMMONS DEBATES

225

Canadians could not get answers from federal ministers, nor could
these ministers be pressured into finding solutions to issues such
as the major problem in the airline industry.

In Montreal, between 5,000 and 10,000 jobs could be lost, yet no
one was there to explain why the government was letting things
develop in such fashion or, if there is an east-west problem in
Canada, to let us at least talk openly about it.

Why was the speech postponed? Citizens were deprived of an
opportunity to react in a timely manner to the supreme court
decision. The government saw the Marshall decision coming; it
should have been ready.

Who paid the price? | would like to point out that Acadians and
natives were on good terms. Many times, Acadians would say, in
French, that they were sad because the reason many people were
still around was because the Indians had protected them after the
1755 deportation. The government’s negligence has torn this
community apart. It will take time for things to return to normal.

Why a three week delay? Here is what | think. First, the
government wanted to install, with great pomp, a new couple to
represent the Queen of England, the Queen of Canada. The
government claims it wants to help Canada enter the 21st century
as a leader.

In the meantime, what are the Australians doing? They are
getting ready for a referendum on whether or not to become a
republic. That is a debate that might perhaps lead to the 21st
century. The decisive day is November 6.

Why did the government delay the Speech from the Throne? So
as not to muddy the waters for the International Forum on
Federalism, which was supposed to show how wonderful Canadian
federalism was. How wrong it was, because that was not what came
out of the forum.

By theway, | would like my constituentsin Mercier to know that
| was there and glad that | was. What we saw were federations that
said they were having problems and were trying to resolve them.
That is not what we see in Canada.

Did the Canadians tell the forum that they were having prob-
lems, that they had imposed the Constitution on Quebec in 1982,
and that it could no longer be changed, when change was what was
needed? No, we did not hear that. Canada appeared as the model of
afederation, but nobody was fooled, because L ucien Bouchard and
Joseph Facal set out the problems. They said what we are saying in
the House of Commons.

The conference revealed more than just the problems that
Canada did not want to reveal. It also established that the issue of
identity was important one. The speaker everyone there acknowl-
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edged as the best spoke of the importance of identity. Other
federations said that they were trying to satisfy the needs of groups,
specifically, the federations based on two or three nations trying to
accommodate them so that together they may improve the quality
of life of their citizens.

| could not ignore the fact either that the first person to point out
that Canadian federalism had huge problems, was Ghislain Picard,
who noted just how often native peoples had promises made to
them put off.

Finally, we have the throne speech. | can't say right off that it
was not worth forgoing the three weeks of session. For Quebec, this
is a throne speech of a unitarian country recognizing increasingly
less its mere existence.

® (1340)

The word is mentioned once to say that the government will be
concerned with the issue of clarity, as if 94% of Quebecers who
voted the last time did not know that their question was clear. Even
Jean Chrétien realized it.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Yes. | think the hon.
member redlized that we do not name members in this House.

Mrs. Francine Lalonde: Madam Speaker, | apologize; | meant
to say the Prime Minister of Canada.

We have the Speech from the Throne. The mentality in it is the
same as at the international conference on federalism. Canada is
denying the problems. The Government of Canada is skirting the
problems it itself created with the dramatic cuts to transfer
payments.

| am speaking of Quebec, and | may perhaps speak as well of the
other provinces, which are dealing with problemsin health care and
education. There are problems in postgraduate education, in help-
ing the most disadvantaged. The government arrives and talksto us
about the 21st century, applauded by the Liberal crowd. And what
does it announce?

Does it announce help for the provinces in resolving their
problems? No. It introduces new programs. Will it help the
unemployed live during the time it takes them to find a new job?
No, the government introduces new programs.

The terrible thing in thisis that many people need money. These
peoplefind themselvesin asituation created to alarge extent by the
federal cuts. They do not necessarily understand exactly how they
ended up in that situation, because those who made the cuts and
reduced services are those who manage the programs, that is the
provincia governments. Nonetheless, the federal government will
introduce new benefits for children, for example.

If children are poor, it is because their families are poor. We saw
the situation of the families deteriorate, and that isthe most serious
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problem at the moment. Middle income earners, the middle class,
are those who paid most, and there is absolutely no chance they
will ever get enough for their money back, since there will be no
new investments in health or education nor any money to help the
neediest.

| know that 1,200 new chairs were announced. | can talk about
that because | was member of the industry committee. The main
problem in postsecondary education comes from the context in
which universities must operate. The creation of new chairs will
not solve the problem. Of course, universitieswill gladly accept the
money, but they are in dire need, like the hospitals.

If the government had had a real vision—and everybody will
reach the new millennium at the same time, like Christmas and
New Year Day—it would have started by working on the problems
it created itself, to avoid becoming an outdated government, one
that is out of touch, in spite of its desire to appear to be the best
wired government in the world.

Mr. Antoine Dubé (L évis-et-Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére, BQ):
Madam Speaker, ten minutes is a short time for a lot of peoplein
this parliament, but especially for the member for Mercier who,
obviously, had a lot more to say.

She opened a door at the very end of her speech. She had only
one minute left when she raised the problem of funding for
universities, a problem which was created in part by the federal
government. Members will recall the drastic cuts in research and
development, which had a particular impact on universities.

® (1345)

I would aso like her to comment on the following: this morning,
in a newspaper, there was an article about maternity leave. | was
struck by the title of this article written by Jean-Jacques Samson,
from Quebec City, with whom | do not always agree, but who really
did put his finger on the problem. He pointed out that the federal
government wants to show some generosity by extending maternity
leave without changing Ul €ligibility rules but, at the same time,
that we must not forget that it no longer contributes to the Ul fund.
Only employers and employees contribute to the fund.

Is the federal government not doing the same thing it did to the
provinces, namely cutting transfer payments and using all kinds of
schemes to look generous, trying to impress Canadians with other
people's money?

Mrs. Francine Lalonde: Madam Speaker, | would first like to
thank my colleague for the extra time granted to me. Ten minutes
go by real fast. This reaction from awell-known Quebec journalist
issound and | was recently getting to the same conclusion although
in a different way. Let us take for example the issue of maternity
leave. | can tell you that most of those who phoned my constituen-
cy office had the simple reaction to say that the unemployment

benefits are so low that instead of having afull year off, they would
much rather have a shorter leave and get real benefits that would
equal to much more than 55% of their salary.

We all know that working women often do not earn much more
than minimum wage. They also often do not work many hours,
which means that they earn very little money. Consequently, even
if we alow those low-income women to take a whole year off, if
they do not have a spouse with a good salary, they will not be able
to take advantage of it.

It is a very simple way of answering to the government, by
looking at ordinary people’s reaction. If the government was really
taking their problems into account instead of only reacting to the
plans that the government of Quebec advanced and that it has a
hard time to implement because of the lack of co-operation from
the federal government, the government would grant real maternity
leave. Real maternity leave is not one that only a few women can
take advantage of. It certainly does not generate enough income,
even if it is extended. There is alot more to say about this Speech
from the throne and the generous gifts that it contains, without
taking into account the real situations and the problems that the
government itself is responsible for.

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup—Témis
couata—L esBasques, BQ): Madam Speaker, | am pleased to take
part in this debate on the throne speech because three weeks ago the
members of the Bloc who are in charge of social issues have stated
that social equity should be the motto of this throne speech. When |
consider this speech, | have to wonder if the government has really
tried to uphold the principle of social equity.

It certainly has not found the right means to do it. We should not
hide from the fact that the role of the federal government is to
redistribute wealth, and it can do it through transfer payments, for
example. It should also use the El plan to make sure workers get a
decent income when they are out of work. But its responsibility is
not to create first line services.

® (1350)

That is not its turf. It has never succeeded in doing it efficiently
and concretely, and it is not its constitutional responsibility to do it.

Thefirst mistake of the federal government isthat it did not limit
its role. In Quebec and in Canada, nobody expected figures on tax
reduction, but we were counting on clear indications that the
federal government would significantly reduce the tax burden.

In order to do it, the federal government does not need to cut
transfer payments or any other program. It can do so by simply
stopping interfering in areas outside its jurisdiction and limiting its
spending power to those areas under its responsibility, such as
national defence and international affairs. If the federal govern-
ment had restricted its involvement to these areas and had decided,
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for the two years left in its mandate, to deal only with its
constitutional responsibilities, it could have freed up large sums of
money that could have gone into the pockets of the middlie class
and the poor, on whose backs the battle against the deficit waswon,
and left some room for those actually in charge of important areas
as health and education to levy taxes.

In this regard, the federal government decided, for the sake of
visibility, to forgo its responsibilities and revert to the old habits of
the Liberal governments we knew in the 1960s and the 1970s. We
will have to keep a very close watch because we could very well
face the same situation as before, with a federal government
competing with the provinces, interfering in areas under their
jurisdiction, buying off the provinces with millions of dollars, and
trying to buy the silence of community groups, for instance. What
we are seeing, such as wanting to provide services in the home, is
totally unacceptable.

My second point is this: if the government was redlly interested
in socia fairness, it would have significantly increased transfer
payments. These days the economy is booming and production is
on the rise. Our problem is the distribution of wealth, and this
federal government has decided not to meet that challenge. It was
not flashy enough for it, not significant enough.

The Minister of Human Resources Development, who is respon-
sible for the department with most responsibility for the impact on
the provinces, and for transfers, seems not to have been heeded by
this government. The measures she proposed probably did not give
the federal government the visibility it wanted.

By putting visibility before efficiency, however, the federa
government is not fulfilling its role, and this impacts on direct
services to the population provided by the provinces. The federal
government is hiding behind the fact that it isnot in thefront linein
providing services to the population, and it is washing its hands of
the outcome. Then it comes along, a bit like a white knight, to
provide home services over the heads of the provinces, who were
not able to provide them because the federal government did not
give them the necessary funding. When it comes down to it, this
attitude is close to being Machiavellian and it is something that, in
my opinion, the population of Quebec and of Canada does not
accept. They cannot see themselves in the throne speech that has
just been delivered.

The third aspect that is close to my heart is the entire question of
employment insurance. With a tour and subsequently with the
Employment Insurance Act, it has been demonstrated since 1994,
with well-documented files and briefs, that implementation of this
act had created a great many inequities.

How is it possible that this speech contains nothing that will do
away with the rule of intensity, which penalizes the seasonal
workers? How can the Liberals across the way accept the fact that
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their government, at a time when it has $6 billion in surplus
employment insurance funds yearly, is incapable of putting an end
to the injustice this rule of intensity represents?

If there are some honourable members who do not know that this
rule of intensity is, | will explain it to them. Each time one of their
constituents uses up 20 weeks of emploment insurance, his or her
benefits are cut by 1%. This means that, for a seasonal worker who
works about twenty weeks each year, after three years, he or she
will receive 50% of his average earnings, rather than 55%.

When people earn $9, $10 or $11 an hour, the difference between
the two often represents the money necessary to make ends meet. If
we were going through aterrible austerity period like the onein the
early nineties, the government might be justified in saying  Every-
one should do his or her share’. The government did not ask
everyone to do his or her share, but it continues to make that
request to people who have aready done their share. People who
have jobs in rural areas are not deemed to be unemployed but, in
the end, they till do not have enough money to support their
families. This is unacceptable. The government does not get a
passing grade as regards this issue.

® (1355)

What does social equity mean for the government? Is it that it
did not use employment insurance to help seasonal workers and
young people? Only 25% of all young workers qualify for employ-
ment insurance. They all contribute to the program now. They all
have payroll deductions, but only 25% can get benefits. This is
unacceptable.

How can the throne speech talk about fairness and about
providing funds for young people and children when the govern-
ment is not giving anything more to the parents?

Most children in Canada live with their parents. It is the parents
who support the family. If the government gives money only to
children, it does not necessarily mean that these children will try
harder to succeed in life, but it could result in the parents having an
inadequate income. Children become more dependent on the state,
whereas if parents receive an employment insurance cheque, it is
because that money comes from an insurance program. They
worked to earn that money and they made contributions to the
program. The government did not at all achieve its objectivesin
that area

Thismorning, | heard the Secretary of State for Rural Develop-
ment tell us how dedicated he was to taking his responsibilities
serioudly. If he wants results, he should speak to the Minister of
Human Resources Development and the Minister of Finance and
get this scrapped. It is unacceptable. It is practically immoral that
people should still beliving like thisin Canada, which calsitself a
developed and well-off society. This is something that has to be
changed.
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Here is another example. There is the wonderful announcement
about parental leave. The number of weeks of benefits will be
increased to 52 from 26. Bravo for women with children, or
couples where the man decides to stay at home. This gives them
more weeks. Grest.

But what we were not told was whether, in order to qualify for
this leave, 700 hours would still be required when, before the El
reform, 300 hours entitled one to maternity leave? In Quebec, one
woman out of five or six would qualify with the figure set at 700.
That is 20%.

Try though they might to come up with the best scheme in the
world, if no one qualifies, isthat what wewant? All that is achieved
is visihility, but it is temporary, not long term, because people are
smart. They are perfectly capable of seeing where this will lead.

Furthermore, we saw this already in yesterday’s news on televi-
sion. Women who have, or want to have, a child, couples where the
father wants to stay at home, are wondering “Am | going to be
entitled to this? Could it be more flexible? Could | have the
opportunity to benefit from it?”

It is therefore important to settle this matter, and to have
adequate parental leave.

I will conclude by addressing what was not in this speech. It is
most astonishing, and if | were a private citizen and not in palitics,
I would say “What is going on there in the House of Commons?
They have a Speech from the Throne that announces policies for
two years, but they do not mention anything about airlines”. It isas
if they had never heard of Air Canada and Canadian International
Airlines.

There is no mention of aboriginal rights and yet the media are
full of stories about native fishers. We see them daily on our TV.
There is scarcely any reference to organized crime, yet there are
major problems with it too.

How can they prepare a speech that is supposed to give avision
of the country for the next two years but sending the following
message to people *“We are talking about things that have nothing
at al to do with reality. Don't bother listening. It isn't worth the
trouble”.

Why this approach that is divorced from reality? Because this
government is run by afederal bureaucracy that thinks for us, and
decides what isright for us. It puts visibility before efficiency. That
is where Canadian federalism is taking us.

[English]

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Madam Speaker, |
want to thank the hon. member for raising an issue that we have not
heard enough about in the debate. We certainly did not hear any
reference to it during the throne speech and we did not hear much

reference to it in the subsequent follow up debate. The issue | am
talking about is the national scandal that exists in our El system.
The hon. member pointed out some of its many, many flaws. |
would like to comment on this briefly and then ask him how he
feels about a recommendation | would like to make.

® (1400)

In my riding of Winnipeg Centre | have problems similar to what
the hon. member pointed out. The changes to the El system have
taken $20 million a year out of my riding alone, out of one inner
city riding in Winnipeg.

Can we imagine the impact when $20 million ayear that used to
be transferred from the federa government to my riding is no
longer there? Let us look at the other side of the coin. Can we
imagine trying to get a new business to come to ariding with a $20
million payroll? We would have to pave the streets with gold to try
to get the business to come to our riding. The inverse is also true.
We should be very alarmed when we lose a $20 million payroll just
from changes to the program.

The hon. member pointed out the surplus that exists in the fund.
There is a $600 million a month surplus. We are paying in $600
million a month more than we are getting out in benefits. Thisisa
national scandal. | do not know why working people are not taking
to the streets. They should be furious about the issue. They
certainly are where | come from.

The Speech from the Throne talked about finally dealing with
labour market training in terms of national sectoral initiatives. That
is something we have been advocating for decades within the
building trades and the labour movement. Finally we are getting
reference to that.

The province of Quebec has a very good system for labour
market training through a 1% training levy. In my industry that
money is then managed through the CCQ, the Commission de la
construction du Québec. It manages that money and the training in
that sector.

My question and recommendation would be: Can we not use
some of the enormous surplus in the El fund for these sectoral
councils and make the correct model the national model for the
whole country in terms of labour market training?

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte: Madam Speaker, | like the exampl e the member
gave of hisriding of Winnipeg Centre being out $20 million in EI.
Where | come from, in the Lower St. Lawrence region, the amount
is $83 million in a given year.

Yesterday, in Moncton, in response to a question, the Minister of
Human Resources Development said that she did not think that
restoring benefits would change matters, or extend the seasonal
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industry. Thisistantamount to telling seasonal workersthat they do
not work longer because they do not want to.

Why are both not possible? Why could the seasonal industry’s
period of activities not be extended? Why could we not take an
original approach to thisand develop our economy and, at the same
time, make sure people have an adequate income? Right now, they
are being treated like economic guinea pigs. The door isgoing to be
shut; the requirements are going to be made so stringent that they
will be driven back to work. But this is not what will happen.

In Montreal, afew weeks ago, therewasajob fair. | think 10,000
people turned up in search of jobs. People want jobs. What El has
doneisto remove the stabilizing effect of the economy. Today, in a
period of economic growth, the federal government does is not
playing its role of sharing out the wealth responsibly.

There is aso the member’s question about the 1% rule. In fact,
this allows the focus to be put on training. This is one way of
preparing ourselves to compete with the rest of the world.

There was another example of that recently. The Quebec minis-
ter responsible for economic devel opment, Bernard Landry, offered
to help subcontractors obtain contracts with General Motors, to
provide them with the conditions that would enable them to
develop things.

The Minister of Industry reacted by saying *‘ No, no, we must not
intervene like that. We have to let the General Motors plant in
Quebec close”. However, they will make sure the one in Ontario
stays open.

There is no future over there. We need a government that is
responsible in both socia and economic terms. Quebecers redlize,
in addition, that they have one government too many in Canada. It
leads to decisions that are unacceptable and inappropriate for the
future of Quebecers.

® (1405)
[English]

Mr. Lynn Myers (Waterloo—Wellington, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, | will be sharing my time with the hon. member for
Toronto Centre—Rosedale.

The residents of Waterloo—Wellington have gratefully received
the throne speech and what it entails. That bodes well for us as a
government and certainly as Canadians. That isimportant to note. |
also thank my colleague, the hon. member for Windsor—St. Clair,
for moving the Addressin Reply to the Speech from the Throne and
the hon. member for Laval West for seconding it.

| extend my congratulations to Her Excellency the Governor
General for being installed in that prestigious position. It is one
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which the residents of Waterloo—Wellington think is a great
position for her. We are grateful for that.

| want to look at some of the health care provisions provided in
the throne speech. The government continues to be deeply com-
mitted to a universal and publicly administered health care system
that delivers the highest quality health care to all Canadians, no
matter where they livein this great country of ours. Asreiterated in
the Speech from Throne on October 12, good health and quality
care are essential to the well-being of all Canadians.

The measures announced in the 1999 federal budget will im-
prove access to quality care and help restore the confidence of
Canadians in the future of medicare, but a high quality health care
system depends on more than money. It requires adjustmentsin the
way health care is organized and delivered.

At their meeting in September 1999 in Charlottetown, health
ministers from all Canadian provinces and territories underlined
access to quality care and its link to an appropriate supply,
deployment and distribution of highly qualified health profession-
als. Those ministers agreed to continue to work collaboratively on
health resources and the human resources necessary in planning,
having noted concrete progress in this area. That is also important
to note.

The throne speech puts further emphasis on the government’s
connectedness agenda to ensure that Canada is economically
competitive in a global marketplace and to improve the quality of
life of Canadians. Investments in the health infrastructure have an
important role to play in this regard.

Aswe have noted, amodern health information system will give
health professionals and individual citizens improved access to up
to date information about health issues and treatment options. The
government will ensure that citizens in every region of this great
country have access to such information so that they too can make
better informed decisions.

As part of the government’s plan to improve Canada's informa-
tion infrastructure, the government will reintroduce legislation to
protect personal and business information in the digital world. The
reintroduction of the bill, formerly Bill C-54, will have some
impact on the development of the health infrastructure. Examples
will include that Canada’s privacy concerns are protected.

The government’s intention to build on the personal gateway
project to the government information and community content,
www.access.ca, could tie into the health infrastructure initiatives
such as a Canadian Health Network.

In addition, the government's five year plan for improving
physica infrastructure includes telecommunication in health. The
government will also take steps to modernize overall health
protection for a changing world. Investments in the health protec-
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tion branch national health surveillance infrastructure will be part
of this modernization process. That too is important.

The government will aso continue to address the serious health
problems in aboriginal communities, for example, supporting their
efforts to promote wellness and to strengthen the delivery of health
services for them. The first nations health information system can
help achieve this objective in a very meaningful way.

The government announced in last February’s budget that it was
providing $328 million over three years to start building a truly
national network of information about health and health servicesto
strengthen the health care system and make it more accountable to
Canadians. All these measures are important to Canadians as core
values for al of us.

Let me turn my attention to the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research which are important vehicles. It will fund health research
that will improve the quality of life and health of Canadians and
lead to more effective health products and services and will result
in the strengthening of the Canadian health care system. It will
offer unique opportunities for economic development in the knowl-
edge based economy. This initiative came from the research
community which has been working closely with health officials to
develop the design and structure of the CIHR.

® (1410)

The CIHR will integrate the wide range of approaches to health
research under a single umbrella organization, providing co-or-
dination and support for these efforts based on a shared health
research agenda. Biomedical scientists will work collaboratively
with clinic researchers; researchers specializing in health services
and systems; and researchers working on the health of populations,
societal and cultural dimensions of health and environmental
influences on health.

The CIHR will be a truly nationa institution, breaking down
traditional barriers between disparate research sectors and different
research agencies. It will establish strong, co-operative partner-
ships among researchers, research funders in federal, provincial
and territorial governments, voluntary health organizations in the
private sector and users of health research in general.

Virtual health research institutes will link researchers working
on a common theme. These institutes will be guided by a strong
ethical framework and will adopt integrated multidisciplinary
approaches to health research as a whole. The CIHR will provide
opportunities and support for Canadian scientists to participate in
international collaborations for the benefit of all Canadians, no
matter where they live and within the wider global community as
well.

In the budget last February the government gave $50 million a
year for three years to the granting councils to work toward the

objectives of the CIHR. Theimpact of this new funding has already
been felt in the research community. | look forward to the CIHR
bill being introduced this fall.

I will now turn briefly to a discussion of the Canada health and
social transfer, the CHST. In the budget of 1999 the Government of
Canadaannounced an investment of $11.5 billion over fiveyearsin
heath care. This was the single largest new investment the
government ever made. The increase in the CHST cash from the
previous 1999 budget level of $12.5 billion to $15 hillion by
2001-02 takes what is regarded as the health component of the
CHST to as high alevel asit was before the period of expenditure
restraint in the mid-1990s.

The budget of 1999 also deat with the issue of equitable
distribution of the CHST to provinces and territories. By 2001-02,
CHST entitlements will be distributed on an equal per capitabasis.
As aresult provinces and territories will receive $985 per capitain
CHST entitlements by the year 2003-04. This increase clearly
demonstrates the government’s determination to work with all our
partners to provide the absolutely best health care possible to al
our citizens.

The Speech from the Throne reaffirmed the government's
commitment to move forward with our partners in the health care
community on acommon priority and common front. They include
supporting the testing of innovations in integrated service areas
such as home care and pharmacare, ensuring that citizens in every
region of the country have improved access to up to date informa-
tion about health issues and treatment options through the modern
health information system so that they can make good choices.

All this underscores what we are up to as a government in terms
of the throne speech and the vision that will take us into the 21st
century. It is important to note that as we march confidently into
the 21st century we do so by linking arms with all Canadians and
not, as some would have us do, by leaving some Canadians behind.

Let usasagovernment on behalf of all Canadians keep our focus
on the opportunities of the future in the 21st century and not on the
grievances of the past. In the spirit of co-operation, fairness and
equity that is precisely what we as a government are doing. We are
doing it with vision, foresight and compassion.

® (1415)

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Madam Speaker, |
have a quick question for the member.

Emphasis on health and the importance of health is always right
up front in the minds of many Canadians. This government has
been in power since 1993. The report has just come out that onein
six children across the country are going to school hungry. It is
three times worse now than it wasin 1993. Homelessnessisdouble
what it was in 1993. Poverty is up 100% from what it wasin 1993.
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Thereis squalor and third world conditions on many reserves. It is
far worse than it was in 1993.

Would the member please give me the government’s excuses for
allowing this to happen in the last six years?

Mr. Lynn Myers. Madam Speaker, | do know there are ongoing
problems that we as Canadians face and that certainly we as a
government face. It requires a concerted effort on the part of al
parliamentarians and all Canadians to address those problems. We
need to attack those areas that need attention. | think the member
heard that in the throne speech, if he was paying attention and |
hope he was. We are on the cusp of doing great things with respect
to our children's agenda for example, and issues related to the
homeless and poverty.

Wewill as agovernment do the kinds of thingsthat are necessary
to put in place initiatives to ensure that those problems are
eradicated. Canadians expect no less of us and that iswhat we as a
government will be doing. We will be doing it with vision and
foresight, unlike the party opposite which instead of uniting
Canadians in a common cause to eradicate problems seems deter-
mined always to take extremist views that pull people apart, that pit
region against region, people against people and group against
group.

We on the government side will have no part of that agenda.
Mercifully and thank God that we do not. We know what we have
to do. We will do theright thing in terms of all the issues noted. We
will do it with vigour and with the compassion that Canadians
know only we can provide.

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Regina—Qu’Appelle, NDP): Madam
Speaker, the member talks about doing theright thing. | want to ask
him about a very big crisis facing our country, namely the farming
crisis on the prairies, the drop in farm income. Farm income is
going down to negative levels. It is the biggest crisis since the
1930s.

We now have in Saskatchewan and Manitoba a joint aliance
between al the political parties. For example, in my province of
Saskatchewan all three political parties and the farm groups have
gotten together and are requesting of the federal government an
additional $1 billion in terms of emergency farm aid for our
province. | am not talking about the AIDA program that is there
now. | am talking about an additional $1 billion minimum of farm
aid and farm assistance.

It is the largest farm crisis since the 1930s. People are going
bankrupt. People are under stress. We have many letters here from
children who have written about the stress in their families and the
financial pain they are facing.
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It has united all three political parties. It has united the farm
groups and the chamber of commerce. It isacrisislike | have never
seen because unlike the member, | was not herein the 1930s. It isa
long time ago.

| want to ask the member whether he is open to helping us put
pressure on the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Agriculture
and Agri-Food to use some of the severa billions of dollars of
surplus that are now accumulating to help farmers stay on the land.

| remind him that every time afarmer is better off in this country,
we are all better off. When the farmer is better off, there are more
jobs in the towns, cities and villages across the country. When the
people have more jobs and the economy is stronger, there is more
money for health care, thereis more money for tax cuts and thereis
more money for education.

Whether the member will help us in that lobby is my question.
® (1420)

Mr. Lynn Myers. Madam Speaker, | really do not need to be
lectured by the member opposite about the importance of farmers. |
till live on the family farm and we settled in 1827. | know the
importance of what the family farm means. | am still on it. | still
live it.

| was part of the tour that went to Saskatchewan and Manitoba
this summer. | know firsthand the kinds of heartache those farmers
are facing. It is very rea and it is very disturbing. We as a
government, as the minister of agriculture mentioned today, along
with our provincial partners have committed the kinds of resources
that are necessary to do the right thing in that very important area.

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, | am pleased to rise on debate in response to the Speech
from the Throne. | would like to echo the words of the member for
Vancouver Kingsway and the member for Waterloo—Wellington
who congratulated the Governor General on her appointment and
on the Speech from the Throne.

The Governor Genera’s words were particularly welcome to
those of us in Toronto Centre—Rosedale because the Governor
General and her husband John Ralston Saul live in Toronto
Centre—Rosedale. We are all very proud to see her installed as our
new Governor General. We are proud of what she representsto this
country, looking forward into the future of the 21st century,
representing what is the best of Canadians and Canadian develop-
ments in the 20th century.

[Translation]

They also represent Toronto's bicultural dimension and its
bilingualism, anglophones who speak French and who have incor-
porated our country’s French element into their culture and into
Toronto’s multiculturalism.



232

COMMONSDEBATES

October 15, 1999

The Address
[English]

Toronto Centre—Rosedale is an extremely diverse riding in the
middle of downtown Toronto. St. James town has 20,000 people
living in it. Fifty-seven different languages are spoken there. Those
languages are spoken by people who live and work here in Canada
together because we have established a country which has as its
base a certain notion of tolerance and a willingness to work
together. We have certain Canadian values that make that work.

An hon. member: What about the value of equality for al the
people?

Mr. Bill Graham: That iswhy those people are there. They have
a sense of the value of equality.

My riding also happens to have the largest gay and lesbian
community in Canada, which the hon. member opposite knows
something about because his party is already trying to make sure
they are not treated as equals. As members will recall this House
adopted measures in the last parliament to ensure that that commu-
nity will be properly treated. We now wait for legislation which
will bring into effect those values of equality. We will see how the
opposition party treats those matters when they come before the
House when we talk about equality.

We can look at the businessmen in our ridings. We are aware of
the economic requirements of a modern economy, or the cultural
dimension of my riding in Cabbagetown, or the universities and
community colleges. We are proud to have in our riding the
University of Toronto, Ryerson university, George Brown commu-
nity college and Collége des Grands Lacs.

We are proud to have mixed communities like that of St
Lawrence where an enormous number of co-ops are contributing to
the way in which we manage our relations in a complex urban
environment today.

The Speech from the Throne responds to the needs of this
community as it responds to the needs generally of Canadians. It
addresses the needs of children. It addresses the need for invest-
ment in science and technology so that our universities and
researchers can grow and make this a stronger country.

The throne speech addresses the issues of the environment,
health and agriculture in spite of some of the comments that were
made in the House today. The north is very important for this
country and is seldom mentioned. It was important for us to see
mention of the north and our arctic in the Speech from the Throne.

It also addresses the needs of the business community to see tax
reductions. We heard today in question period of $16.5 billion
projected for the future with possibilities of greater reductions to
come.

It is abalanced approach, exactly what | would have expected of
the government. It focuses on the needs of Canadians generally to
ensure that those in society have a good government that furnishes
them with the services they need and at the same time ensures that
we have a healthy and vibrant economy that is able to deliver those
services.

® (1425)

The Speech from the Throne had another very important dimen-
sion to it, which | think members of the House would be equally
interested in, and that is the international dimension. The Speech
from the Throne spoke of the role of Canada and Canadians in a
world that is evolving. It recognized that we cannot be prosperous
or healthy in a world that is not prosperous and healthy.

The government understands that Canadianslive in an integrated
world and that activities outside our borders affect us on a daily
basis. We are adapting ourselves to world conditionsin aresponsi-
ble way and in away to ensure that Canadian values and interests
are protected in that world.

If we look at the area of trade and economics, we see that the
policies that are being adopted by the government, both in the
WTO and the FTAA, are responsive to Canadians' concerns. When
the foreign affairs committee travelled across the country there was
an intense interest from Canadians on this subject. They were
determined to have human rights, labour standards and the environ-
ment put at the forefront of our concerns at the WTO.

Canadians are aso concerned that globalization is forcing
changes on us which we do not wish to accept. Our determination
therefore is to ensure that the ingtitutions in which Canada is
represented abroad will both protect and advance our vaues and
interests. Asthe member for Peace River reminds me, that includes
the interests of agriculture which will certainly be at the forefront
of the discussions in Seattle as he well knows, and which our
government will make sure is made a priority point for the
government in those negotiations.

It also recognizes that state sovereignty is changing in the world
today. The people's needs have to be put ahead of those of states.
That is why we have our peacekeepers in places like Bosnia, Haiti
and East Timor where the safety of women and children has
become a preoccupation of governments and where the internation-
al control of drugs and crime is a focal point of what our
government is doing.

In short, it is what our foreign affairs minister calls the human
security agenda. It is the agenda of ensuring that individuals are
more important than states as we go into the 21st century in aworld
in which borders and state sovereignty is being eroded in favour of
individual protection and the need to ensure that everybody is
guaranteed a better standard of living throughout the world.
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Canadians are a generous people. We recognize that in helping
our neighbours we help ourselves. In that respect, the member
would be happy to recognize that the Speech from the Throne
spoke of an increased need for Canadian aid to underdeveloped
countries. We will rebuild our need for aid to underdevel oped
countries.

We rejoice in today’s announcement that Médecins Sans Fron-
tieres has been named for a Nobel prize this year. As members
know, there is a Médecins Sans Frontiéres in Canada. We have
young doctors from Canada and non-doctors who work with that
organization outside our borders. They all contribute to the well-
being of theworld in exactly the same way as our modern NGOs do
in providing a different type of world, a different type of interna-
tional arrangement within which we all participate. The Speech
from the Throne spoke directly to that and it is an inspiration for us
all to enable us to be more effective with our global responsibili-
ties.

From the perspective of the people in my riding, and | believe
from the perspective of al Canadians, the Speech from the Throne
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demonstrated a balance between what we need in terms of provid-
ing services for Canadians and a sense of what our society needs,
both in the present and in the future. This was evidenced by our
increased funding for universities and our increased funding for
hedth care, which are concerns for Canadians. It focused on the
needs of today's Canadians and on the needs of Canadians in the
future.

This will be accomplished in the broader context of aworld in
which Canadianswill play arole. Aswe go into the 21st century we
will make sure that our interests and values are secure here at home
and secure in the world. The Speech from the Throne demonstrates
the ability of the government to achieve that.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): It being 2:30 p.m., the
House stands adjourned until Monday next at 11:00 am., pursuant
to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2:30 p.m.)
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Matapédia— Matane .. ..... Quebec ............. BQ
Thornhill .................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Sherbrooke ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford  Ontario ............. Lib.
Cumberland — Colchester ... NovaScotia ......... PC
Lethbridge ................ Alberta.............. Ref.
OttawaWest — Nepean ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Outremont................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Guelph— Wellington... .. . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Richmond ................. British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies Quebec ............. Lib.
Athabasca ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Saint-Maurice ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Frontenac— Mégantic . . .. .. Quebec ............. BQ
Renfrew — Nipissing—
Pembroke ................. Ontario ............. Lib.
Bourassa .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
DonValleyEast............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Thunder Bay — Superior
North ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
HamiltonEast.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Kamouraska— Riviére-du—
Loup — Témiscouata—
LesBasques ............... Quebec ............. BQ
EtobicokeNorth............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Delta— South Richmond ...  BritishColumbia .. ... Ref.
LavalCentre............... Quebec ............. BQ
VancouverEast ............ British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Portneuf . .................. Quebec ............. BQ
LavaEast................. Quebec ............. BQ
Churchill .................. Manitoba............ NDP
Lotbiniére ................. Quebec ............. BQ
SimcoeNorth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vancouver South — Burnaby  BritishColumbia ... .. Lib.
Saint—Laurent— Cartierville.  Quebec ............. Lib.
Vaudreuil — Soulanges ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Brasd' Or — CapeBreton ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
St. John'sEast ............. Newfoundland . ... ... PC
Thunder Bay — Atikokan Oontario ............. Lib.
Beauce.................... Quebec ............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
DUDE ANLOING . .. ..ot L évis—et—Chutes—de-la—
Chaudiere ................. Quebec ............. BQ
DUDE JEAN . ... Madawaska— Restigouche..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Duceppe, Gilles . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie. . . .. Quebec ............. BQ
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic

Diversification)(Francophonie) ................. ... ... ... .... SaintBoniface ............. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
DUmMas,MaUriCe . ... ..o Argenteuil — Papineau —

Mirabel ................... Quebec ............. BQ
DUNcan, JONN . ... .. Vancouver ISandNorth . . . .. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
EBarle, Gordon . ... HalifaxWest ............... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ................. PrinceEdwardIdland . Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence ............ YorkCentre ............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Elley,Reed ... ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ... ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Epp, Ken .o Elkidand ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Finlay,John . ... . Oxford.................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Folco,Raymonde ........... ... LavaWest ................ Quebec ............. Lib.
Fontana, JoB . ... London North Centre ... .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Forseth,Paul . ... NewWestminster —

Coquitlam— Burnaby . .. ... BritishColumbia . ... .. Ref.
Fournier,Ghiglain .............. ... . Manicouagan .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (M ulticulturalism)(Status of

WOMEBN) .o Vancouver Centre .......... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Saint—L éonard — Saint—

SEIVICES . . ot Michel .................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Gagnon, Christiane . ....... ..ot Québec ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Gallaway,ROger ... ..o Sarnia— Lambton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Gauthier,Michd ........ ... ... .. .. Roberval .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Gilmour, Bill . ... . Nanaimo— Alberni ........ British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Girard-Bujold,Jocelyne. . ... Jonquiére.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Godfrey, John. .. ... DonValeyWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Godin,MauriCe . ... ..o Chéteauguay ............... Quebec ............. BQ
GodiN, YVON . ..o Acadie— Bathurst ......... New Brunswick . ..... NDP
Goldring, Peter .. ... EdmontonEast............. Alberta.............. Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister

responsiblefor the CanadianWheatBoard ..................... Wascana .................. Saskatchewan. . .. .. .. Lib.
GOUK, JIM . K ootenay — Boundary —

Okanagan ................. British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
Graham, Bill .. ... Toronto Centre— Roseddle . Ontario ............. Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ......................... WindsorWest.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Grewal, GUIMaNt . . ...ttt e e e SurreyCentral ............. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Grey,Deborah . ... ... Edmonton North ........... Alberta.............. Ref.
GroSE, IVaN ... Oshawa ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Guarnieri,Albina. ........ ... MississaugaEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . ... Laurentides................ Quebec ............. BQ
Guimond,Michel ... ... ... ... Beauport — Montmorency —

Cote—de—-Beaupré— lle-

dOrléans.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Hanger, Art ... CalgaryNortheast .......... Alberta.............. Ref.
Harb,Mac . ... OttawaCentre.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Hardy, LOUISE. . ... Yukon .............oo... Yukon ............. NDP
Harris,RichardM. ....... .. ... . Prince George — Bulkley

Valley .................... British Columbia . .. .. Ref.
Hart, Jim .. Okanagan— Coquihdlla .... BritishColumbia ... .. Ref.
Harvard, John . . ... Charleswood St. James —

Assiniboia................. Manitoba............ Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Harvey, André .. ... o Chicoutimi ................ Quebec ............. PC
Herron, John . .. ... Fundy —Royal ............ New Brunswick ... ... PC
Hill,Grant . ... Macleod .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Hill,day ..o Prince George — PeaceRiver  BritishColumbia . ... . Ref.
Hilstrom,Howard ............ccci i Selkirk — Interlake .. ....... Manitoba............ Ref.
Hoeppner, JakeE. . ... ... Portage— Lisgar........... Manitoba............ :_\?gf
Hubbard,Charles. ..... ... Miramichi ................. New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury
Board .. ... Trinity — Spadina........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand
NorthernDevelopment ............... i, Provencher ................ Manitoba............ Lib.
Jackson, OVid L. ... Bruce—Grey ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Jaffer, Rahim ... ... Edmonton — Strathcona .... Alberta.............. Ref.
Jennings,Marlene ........... ... Notre-Dame-de-Grace—
Lachine................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin. ............... Alberta.............. Ref
JONES, JIM ..ot Markham.................. Oontario ............. PC
JOrdan, JOB . .. ... Leeds— Grenville ......... Oontario ............. Lib
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy ........... ... . i Nunavut .................. Nunavut ............ Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt ...  Ontario ............. Lib.
Keddy, Gerald . ..... ... SouthShore ............... NovaScotia ......... PC
Kenney,Jason . ..........oiii Calgary Southeast .......... Alberta.............. Ref.
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Blackstrap . ................ Saskatchewan. .. ..... Ref.
KeYes, Stan . ... HamiltonWest ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Kilger,Bob . ... Stormont — Dundas —
Charlottenburgh . ........... Ontario ............. Lib.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .. Edmonton Southeast . ... . ... Alberta.............. Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ............ Elgin— Middlesex— London Ontario ............. Lib.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert .............. Saskatchewan......... Ref.
KraftSloan, Karen . ... YorkNorth ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Laliberte,Rick ... Churchill River ............ Saskatchewan. ... .... NDP
Lalonde FranCing ...t Mercier ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lastewka,Walt . . ... St.Catharines .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... .. Joliette . ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond ......... ...t Verdun — Saint-Henri . ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain. ... i Chambly .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government inthe
Houseof COmMMmMONS. . ... Scarborough — Rouge River Ontario ............. Lib.
Lefebvre REean ... .. ... Champlain ................ Quebec ............. Ind.
Leung, Sophia ...... ... Vancouver Kingsway ....... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Lill,Wendy . ... Dartmouth................. NovaScotia ......... NDP
Limoges, RIiCK . ... ... Windsor — St.Clair ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Lincoln, Clifford . ..... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ........... Quebec ............. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Whitby — Ajax ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Loubier, YVan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe— Bagot ... Quebec ............. BQ
Lowther, Bric ... CalgaryCentre ............. Alberta.............. Ref.
LUNN, GaIY ..ot Saanich— GulfIslands .. ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor General of Canada ............ Cadigan .................. PrinceEdwardIsland . Lib.
MacKay,Peter ... .. ... Pictou — Antigonish —
Guysborough .............. NovaScotia ......... PC
Mahoney, Steve . ... ... MississaugaWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . ... Bramalea— Gore —

Malton— Springdale . .. .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation

Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justiceand

Attorney Generalof Canada. . ... Erie—Lincoln ............ Oontario .............
Mancini, Peter ... ... .. Sydney — Victoria .. .... ... NovaScotia .........
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .......................... OttawaSouth .............. Ontario .............
Manning, Preston, Leader of theOpposition....................... Calgary Southwest . ......... Alberta..............
Marceau,Richard . ... ... ..o Charlesbourg .............. Quebec .............
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . QuébecEast ............... Quebec .............
Mark, INKy ... Dauphin— SwanRiver .. ... Manitoba............
Marleau, Hon.Diane . . ...t Sudbury ... Oontario .............
Martin, Keith ... ..o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca... BritishColumbia.....
Martin,Pat . ........ .. WinnipegCentre ........... Manitoba............
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard .......... Quebec .............
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St. George's ... ... Newfoundland .. .....
Mayfield, Philip ... ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... . ... British Columbia .. . ..
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole .. ... Edmonton Southwest . ... ... Alberta..............
McCormick,Larry .. ... Hastings— Frontenac —

Lennox and Addington. . .. .. Oontario .............
McDonough, AleXa. . .. ..o Halifax.................... NovaScotia .........
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand

Agri—Food ... Egmont ................... Prince Edward Island .
McKay,John ... ScarboroughEast ........... Oontario .............
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of

Canada. . ... EdmontonWest ............ Alberta..............
McNally,Grant . ... Dewdney — Alouette .. . . ... British Columbia .. . ..
McTeague,Dan ....... ..o Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge Ontario .............
McWhinney, Ted . ... VancouverQuadra. .. ....... British Columbia . . ...
Ménard, Réal . .......... . Hochelaga— Maisonneuve.. Quebec .............
Mercier,Paul . ......... . Terrebonne— Blainville .... Quebec .............
Meredith,Val . ... South Surrey — White

Rock —Langley ........... BritishColumbia . . . ..
Mifflin,Hon.Fred . ... Bonavista— Trinity —

Conception ................ Newfoundland . ......
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the

Whole . ... Kingstonandtheldands .... Ontario .............
Mills,Bob . ..o RedDeer .................. Alberta..............
Mills, DENNIST. ...t e Broadview — Greenwood ... Ontario .............
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation .......... Beaches— East York ....... Oontario .............
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Devel opment)(Federal

Economic Development Initiativefor Northern Ontario) ......... Parry Sound — Muskoka.... Ontario .............
MOITiSON, LeB . . ..o CypressHills— Grasslands..  Saskatchewan. .......
MuUISE, MarK . ..o WestNova ................ NovaScotia .........
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ......... Oontario .............
MYers, LYNN ... Waterloo— Wellington ... . .. Oontario .............
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

Development . ...... ... Kenora— Rainy River . .. ... Oontario .............
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Bellechasse— Etchemins—

Development) . ... Montmagny — L’Idlet .. .... Quebec .............
NUNZIata, JONN .. .. York South— Weston ... . ... Oontario .............
Nystrom, Hon. Lorne ... ... Regina— Qu'Appelle ...... Saskatchewan. .. .....
O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheries

ANAOCEANS . ... ittt Labrador .................. Newfoundland . ......
O Brien,Pat ... London — Fanshawe ....... Oontario .............
OReilly,John ... ..o Haliburton — Victoria—

Brock ..................... Ontario .............



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Obhrai,Deepak . ..... ... CalgaryEast ............... Alberta.............. Ref.
Pagtakhan, Rey D. ... ... i Winnipeg North— St. Paul .. Manitoba............ Lib.
Pankiw, JIM ..o Saskatoon — Humboldt . .. .. Saskatchewan........ Ref.
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ~ Brome— Missisquoi ....... Quebec ............. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ........... ... ... ... L. NiagaraCentre ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works
and Government SErVICES . . . ... v vt MississaugaCentre ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Patry,Bernard . ........ ... Pierrefonds— Dollard ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver ................ Alberta.............. Ref.
Peri, Janko . ... Cambridge ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Perron, GIllES—A. .. ... Riviére—-des-Milleles. . .. .. QuebeC ............. BQ
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial
INSLtULIONS) . . ..o Willowdale ................ Ontario ............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade ........... Papineau— Saint-Denis .... Quebec ............. Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National
Revenue ........ .. HamiltonMountain ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... i Drummond ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Pickard, JErry ... .o Chatham — Kent Essex ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFals............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS .. ... Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet —
Bécancour................. Quebec ............. BQ
Power,Charlie ... St.John'sWest............. Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Pratt, David . ... Nepean— Carleton.......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Price, David . ... Compton — Stanstead .. . . .. Quebec ............. PC
Proctor, DicK . ... Paliser.................... Saskatchewan........ NDP
Proud, GEOrge . .....oi Hillsborough .............. Prince Edward Island Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...ttt SaultSte. Marie ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Redman, Karen ... KitchenerCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reed, Julian .......... Haton .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reynolds, John. ... ... West Vancouver — Sunshine
Coast ........oooiiiii BritishColumbia . . . .. Ref.
Richardson,John . ... Perth— Middlesex ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops, Thompson and
HighlandValleys........... British Columbia . .. .. NDP
RItZ, GOITY Battlefords— Lloydminster .  Saskatchewan........ Ref.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... L Westmount — Ville-Marie .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Robinson, SvendJ. ...... ... . Burnaby — Douglas . ....... British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .. Trois-Riviéres ............. Quebec ............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . ... ......................... EtobicokeCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada Brossard— LaPrairie. ... . .. Quebec ............. Lib.
SEIUHEN, GUY . e Abitibi — Baie-James—
Nunavik .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Repentigny ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... Kelowna .................. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Scott, HON. ANy . ... Fredericton ................ New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ..., British Columbia .. ... Ref.
SEKOra, LOU ..o Port Moody — Coquitlam —
Port Coquitlam ............. BritishColumbia . . . .. Lib.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— Cochrane... Ontario ............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex . ... . Durham ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat .............. Alberta.............. Ref.
SolomMoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — Lake
Centre .............ooue. Saskatchewan. .. ... .. NDP



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Haldimand — Norfolk —
Trade .. ..o Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural
RESOUICES ... o Algoma— Manitoulin . .. ... Ontario ............. Lib.
StHilaire,Caroline. ... Longueuil ................. Quebec ............. BQ
St=Jacques,Diane ... ... Shefford .................. Quebec ............. PC
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine. . ... Northumberland............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human Resources Development .. ... Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap ... ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
Stoffer, Peter . ..o Sackville— Musguodoboit
Valley — EasternShore ... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValey .............. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship
and Immigration . . ... Kitchener — Waterloo . .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the
Whole ... Saint-Lambert ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Thompson, Greg . ... .o New Brunswick Southwest ..  New Brunswick ...... PC
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the
Environment ... Burlington................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Tremblay,Stéphan ..............c i Lac-Saint-Jean ............ Quebec ............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne ............c i Rimouski — Mitis.......... Quebec ............. BQ
Turp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.... Quebec ............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o Lambton — Kent —
Middlesex ................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Valeri, TONY ... Stoney Creek .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . .. ... .. PrinceEdward — Hastings .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Vautour, ANQela. . . ... Beauségour — Petitcodiac ... NewBrunswick ...... PC
VElacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............... Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Venng Pierrette . ... Saint—-Bruno — Saint—Hubert  Quebec ............. BQ
Volpe, JOSEPN . . ..o Eglinton — Lawrence. . ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest . . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ....... ..o Winnipeg North Centre ... ... Manitoba............ NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ................. New Brunswick . ..... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... EsseX ... Oontario ............. Lib.
White,Randy . ... Langley — Abbotsford . . . . .. British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver ........... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Williams, John .. ... St.Albert.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs .. Nipissing.................. Oontario ............. Lib.
VACANCY YorkWest................. Oontario .............
VACANCY Mount Royal .............. Quebec .............
VACANCY Hull — Aylmer ............ Quebec .............
VACANCY Saskatoon — Rosetown —
Biggar .................... Saskatchewan. .. .....

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic
Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Nameof Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary — NoseHill .................. Ref.
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l Ref.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol Ref.
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Ref.
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton — Strathcona .............. Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... Ref.
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ref.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
Manning, Preston, Leader of the Opposition . ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay — Columbia................ Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of theEnvironment ............................. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta— South Richmond ............. Ref.
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . ................ Vancouver South— Burnaby .......... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... Ref.
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam — Ref.
Burnaby ...
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni .................. Ref.
GOUK, JIM Kootenay — Boundary — Okanagan ... Ref.
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... Ref.
Harris, Richard M. .. ... .. Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... Ref.
Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihalla .............. Ref.



Name of Member

Political

Hill, Jay
Leung, Sophia
Lunn, Gary
Martin, Keith
Mayfield, Philip
McNally, Grant

MCEWhINney, Ted . . . ... e

Meredith, Val
Reynolds,John...........................
Riis, Nelson

Robinson, Svend J. .............. ... . .....
Schmidt, Werner
Scott, Mike
Sekora, Lou

Stinson, Darrel
Strahl, Chuck
White, Randy
White, Ted

MANITOBA (14)

Alcock, Reg, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for
Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs.............................

Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Blaikie,Bill ................ ... .. ...
Borotsik, Rick
Degjarlais,Bev

Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic

Diversification)(Francophoni€)
Harvard, John
Hilstrom, Howard
Hoeppner,JakeE. .......... ... ... ... ..

Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

Development
Mark, Inky
Martin, Pat
Pagtakhan,ReyD. ........................
Wasylycia-Leis, Judy

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier, Gilles
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Minister of Labour
Dubg Jdean ..............ciii..
Godin,Yvon. ...
Herron,John.............................
Hubbard,Charles.........................
Scott, Hon. Andy
Thompson, Greg

Constituency Affiliation
Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... Ref.
VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
Saanich—Gulfldlands ............... Ref.
Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. Ref.
Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. Ref.
Dewdney — Alouette . ................ Ref.
VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
South Surrey — WhiteRock — Langley  Ref.
West Vancouver — SunshineCoast . . . .. Ref.
Kamloops, Thompson and Highland NDP
Valleys ...
Burnaby —Douglas .................. NDP
Kelowna ................ooociit Ref.
Skeena. ... Ref.
Port Moody — Coquitlam — Port Lib.
Coquitlam ..................... .
Okanagan—Shuswap ................ Ref.
FraserValey ........................ Ref.
Langley — Abbotsford . ............... Ref.
NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Winnipeg— Transcona . .............. NDP
Brandon—Souris.................... PC
Churchill ............................ NDP
SaintBoniface .............. .. ... Lib.
Charleswood St. James— Assiniboia ... Lib.
Selkirk — Interlake . .................. Ref.
Portage—Lisgar..................... Ind.

Ref.

Provencher ........... ...t Lib.
Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... Ref.
WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Winnipeg North— St. Paul ............ Lib.
WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP
Tobigue— Mactaquac ................ PC
Moncton — Riverview — Dieppe ...... Lib.
Madawaska— Restigouche............ PC
Acadie—Bathurst ................... NDP
Fundy —Royal ...................... PC
Miramichi ................ .. ... ... Lib.
Fredericton ...................oiit Lib.
New Brunswick Southwest ............ PC
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VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beauséjour — Petitcodiac ............. PC
Wayne ElSie. . ... SaintJohn ........................... PC
NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
Baker, Hon. George S., Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) . ..ot Gander — GrandFals ................ Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . oottt Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St.George’'s . ................ Lib.
MiIfflin, Hon. Fred . ..o Bonavista— Trinity — Conception .. . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans... Labrador ............................ Lib.
Power,Charlie . ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt . . ... Kings—Hants....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland— Colchester ............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... Brasd'Or — CapeBreton ............. NDP
Barle, Gordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore .................cint. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou — Antigonish — Guysborough .. PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney — Victoria ................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . . ..o Halifax...........oooiiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
Stoffer, Peter . ..o Sackville— Musguodoboit Valley — NDP
EasternShore ........................
NUNAVUT (1)
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ......... ... Nunavut ............................ Lib.
ONTARIO (103)
AdamS, PEtEr . ... Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAAOUN AN, SarKiS . . . ..o BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . ... LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier, Colleen . . ... BramptonWest — Mississauga. . . ... .. Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Timmins— JamesBay ................ Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage ......... Ottawa— Vanier ..................... Lib.
Bellemare, Eugéne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation . Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan — King—Aurora ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ...... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.

Brown, Bonnie, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Oakville..............cooiiiint, Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth— Burlington ............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ..., Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . .. Dufferin— Peel — Wellington— Grey .  Lib.
Cannis, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry . ..................... ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, Elinor, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration .......................... Thornhill ............. ... ... ... Lib.
Carroll, ATLEEN ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest — Nepean ............... Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ....... ... Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke . . . .. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ...t DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e Thunder Bay — Superior North ........ Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Cullen, Roy, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Finance ....................... EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers,Paul ... ... SimcoeNorth ........................ Lib.
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport .................. Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ...........cooiiiiiin... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford ... Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, JONN . . . DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre— Rosedale ........... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................c i i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ............ Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Jackson, OVId L. ..o Bruce—Grey ...l Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
KOV ES, AN . . .o HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont — Dundas— Charlottenburgh  Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary toPrimeMinister .......................... Elgin— Middlesex—London ... ...... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . . ... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of

COIMIMONS . . o ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Limoges, RICK .. ... .o Windsor —St.Clair .................. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Labour . .................... Whithy — Ajax ...................... Lib.
MahoNeY, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . .. ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton — Lib.

Springdale............. ...l

Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

Of Canada . . ... Erie—Lincoln ...................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry ................ . i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marleau, HON. Diane . . . .. ..o e Sudbury ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and Lib.

Addington............ ...

MceKay, JONN .. ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan . .. ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge . .. ...... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
MIllS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation ........................ Beaches— EastYork ................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Development)(Federal Economic

Development Initiativefor NorthernOntario) ...t Parry Sound — Muskoka. ............. Lib.
MUITAY, L8N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.
MYEIS, LYNN .« e Waterloo— Wellington ............... Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ...... .. Kenora— RainyRiver ................ Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e e York South—Weston ................ Ind.
O BIHEN, Pat . ... London —Fanshawe ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Haliburton — Victoria— Brock . . ... ... Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ....... ... i NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Worksand

GOVErNMMENESEIVICES . ..ottt e e e e MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ................... L Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue ............ HamiltonMountain ................... Lib.
PiCKard, JBrTY . Chatham — KentEssex ............... Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . .. ... Nepean— Carleton................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen .. ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton ..., Lib.
Richardson, JOhn . . ... Perth— Middlesex ................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . .. .......... ..o EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— Cochrane ............. Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haldimand — Norfolk — Brant ........ Lib.
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources........... Algoma— Manitoulin ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . .. ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, HON. Christine . . . . ... .o i e Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment ................... Brant .............. Lib.
Szabho, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.  Kitchener— Waterloo ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of theEnvironment ............ Burlington........................... Lib.
U ROSE-MaAIE . ..ot Lambton — Kent — Middlesex ........ Lib.
VA, TONY . Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
VOIPE, JOSEPN . . .o Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib.
WIlTEIt, BIrYON ..o OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiii.n, Lib.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs ................ NIpisSINg .. ..o Lib.
VA CAN CY e YorkWest.....ooooviiii

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ......... ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor Generalof Canada .. ........................ Cadigan ............coiiiiiiiia Lib.
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . . .. Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, GEOIgE . ... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
QUEBEC (75)
Alarie HEBNE. . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccoouioi... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond — Arthabaska.............. PC
Bachand, Claude . .. ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Ahuntsic ............... .. ... Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ... ... . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres— Les—Patriotes ............ BQ
BENiEr, YVaN . .o Bonaventure— Gaspé— Tles—deda— BQ
Madeleine—Pabok ..................
Bertrand, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence........... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, PIETe . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cardin, SErgE . .ot Sherbrooke ................ BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of State
(Economic Development Agency of Canadafor the Regionsof Quebec) ......... Outremont........................... Lib.
Charbonneau, Y von, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health . ................ Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ..................an. Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . .. ...ttt e e Frontenac— Mégantic ................ BQ
Coderre, Denis, Secretary of State (Amateur Sport) . ... Bourassa ..., Lib.
Cré&te, Paul . ... Kamouraska— Riviére-du—Loup — BQ
Témiscouata— LesBasgues . ..........
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ....... ... LavalCentre.....................oo... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . ... LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, NiCK . ... ..o Vaudreuil — Soulanges ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce.............o Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ot e e e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—-de-la—Chaudiere. . . . .. BQ
Duceppe, GIllES . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o e e e e e e Argenteuil — Papineau — Mirabel .. ... BQ
Folco,Raymonde . ....... . i LavalWest ..............ccoiiiii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain .. ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard — Saint—Michel ........ Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStiang . ... ....it i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... . Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ... BQ
GOdinN, MaUFICe . ... e Chéteauguay ..............c.coooiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . .. e e e e Laurentides................ ... BQ
Guimond, Michel .. ... . Beauport — Montmorency — Cote-de-  BQ
Beaupré— lle-d’'Orléans..............
Harvey, ANAre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... PC
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace— Lachine .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Laurin ReNG . . .. Joliette . ......... . BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... ... i Verdun— Saint-Henri ................ Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
LefebVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... Ind.

Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
LOUbIEr, YVAN . Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. QuébecEast ......................... BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ............. ... ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne— Blainville .............. BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) .. . .. Bellechasse— Etchemins— Lib.
Montmagny — L’Islet ................

Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs .............. Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Patry, Bernard ... ... e Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Parron, GIllES—A. . ..o Riviere—desMille-iles................ BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade . ........................ Papineau— Saint-Denis .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet— Bécancour . BQ
Price, David . ... Compton— Stanstead ................ PC
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible

forInfrastructure ... ... Westmount — Ville-Marie ............ Lib.
ROChEIEALL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............. Brossard— LaPrairie................. Lib.
SEIUHEN, GUY .. e Abitibi — Baie-James— Nunavik. . . ... Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .......... ... PC
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNe . .. ... . .o Rimouski — Mitis.................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... e Saint—Bruno — Saint—Hubert .......... BQ
VA CANCY MountRoyal ................... ... ..
VA CANCY Hull —Aylmer ......................

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Balley, ROy ... o Souris— MooseMountain ............ Ref.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . ......... ... Wascana ..........ccooviiiiiiiin.... Lib.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ... Ref.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ Ref.
Laliberte, RIiCK . ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . e CypressHills— Grasslands. ........... Ref.
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE ... . e Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... Ref.
Proctor, DICK . ... Paliser..........cooi NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords— Lloydminster ........... Ref.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — LakeCentre. . . .. NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..ot e e Wanuskewin. .............coovvnnn... Ref.
VA CANCY Saskatoon — Rosetown — Biggar ... . ..

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON .o NDP
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Chair: Derek Lee Vice-Chairs: Marlene Catterall
Chuck Strahl
Eleni Bakopanos André Harvey Grant McNally John Richardson (16)
Stéphane Bergeron Bob Kilger Carolyn Parrish John Solomon
Ray Bonin Gar Knutson Jerry Pickard Randy White
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TRANSPORT
Chair: Stan Keyes Vice-Chairs: Joe Comuzzi
Val Meredith
Mark Assad Bill Casey Joe Fontana Ovid Jackson (16)
Gérard Asselin Bev Degjarlais Michel Guimond Gerry Ritz
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Accordingto precedence

PrimeMinister

Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Minister of Transport
Minister of the Environment

Minister of Natural Resourcesand Minister responsiblefor the Canadian
Wheat Board

Minister of Canadian Heritage

Minister of Industry

Minister of Finance

Minister of National Defence

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Minister of Health

Solicitor General of Canada

Minister of Public Worksand Government Services

President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor Infrastructure

Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of State (Economic
Development Agency of Canadafor the Regions of Quebec)

Minister of Human Resources Devel opment

President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs

Minister for International Trade

L eader of the Government in the House of Commons
L eader of the Government in the Senate

Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans

Minister of Labour

Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada
OpportunitiesAgency)

Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Devel opment

Minister for International Cooperation

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

Secretary of State (Children and Y outh)

Secretary of State(Asia—Pacific)

Secretary of State (Multiculturalism) (Status of WWomen)

Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)

Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions)

Secretary of State (Western Economic Diversification) (Francophonie)
Secretary of State (Rural Devel opment) (Federal Economic Devel opment
Initiativefor Northern Ontario)

Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development)

Secretary of State (Amateur Sport)
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