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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, November 26, 1999

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1005)
[English]
CANADIAN TOURISM COMMISSION ACT

The House resumed from November 2 consideration of the
motion that Bill C-5, an act to to establish the Canadian Tourism
Commission, be read the second time and referred to a committee.

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of point. |
understand appropriate discussions with other parties have taken
place and | seek the unanimous consent of the House to complete
the speaking period of my colleague from Regina—L umsden—
Lake Centre.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): The House has heard
the request for unanimous consent from the hon. member for Bras
d Or—Cape Breton. Is it agreed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Brasd' Or—Cape Breton, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, | thank you for the opportunity to rise and replace my
colleague from Regina—Lumsden—L ake Centre.

My colleague and | are both in agreement to support Bill C-5, an
act to establish the Canadian tourism commission.

® (1010)

As many members will aready know, the Canadian tourism
commission was actually founded in 1992 after an extensive
consultation with various stakeholders in the tourism industry
across Canada. At that time, when the former government was
trying to get the commission up and running quickly, government

and industry agreed that the CTC should be created as a special
operating agency instead of a crown corporation.

Specia operating agency basically means that it has all of the
responsibility and none of the authority. The CTC was responsible
for running the program but it was the deputy minister of tourism
who was responsible for the administration. Because of the speech
with which the CTC was originaly created, it missed a whole
bunch of key points and operations were often held back because of
the bureaucratic nightmare that was created.

There were some marketing operations that had to sit around for
months because they were going through the bureaucratic sign-off
process which required 13 signatures. By the time they got to their
signatures circumstances had almost always changed.

One could spot the potential for problems a mile away. Govern-
ment contract i ssuance processes werejust too slow to keep up with
the rapid changes that occur in the tourism industry. Business does
not have to be allowed to move much more quickly whether itisin
the private or public realm.

My colleagues and | in the NDP support the move from a special
operating agency to a crown corporation provided that the govern-
ment provide the tourism board the support it will require to fulfil
its objectives.

The development and accomplishments of the Canadian tourism
commission is a unique and promising model of a private-public
partnership. The tourism industry currently provides over two-
thirds of the funding for the commission’s operations.

Labour relationswill move from the Public Service Employment
Act to the Canada Labour Code, and while existing bargaining
units will be merged, there will be a one year transition in
eligibility for public service competitions and grievance proce-
dures.

The tourism industry supports the change, the provinces support
the change and the staff support the change. | believe that today in
the House we should be able to co-operate and put Bill C-5 through
the House as quickly as possible. One only wishes every govern-
ment policy with respect to tourism was as beneficia for the
industry as this one.
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| take this opportunity to remind the House of the sudden and
hurtful changes which our two airlines made with respect to their
commissions for international ticket sales. This change aone
threatens some 7,500 jobs in small communities across the country.

Basically the two airlines got together to set the new commission
structure and informed the travel agents. | repeat, the two airlines
got together to set the new pricing structure. Then, when the travel
agents' association wanted to meet with the airlines to discuss the
rate structure, it was threatened with anti-competition charges
under the Competition Act by the very sameairline. In other words,
the Competition Act could be used by the airlines to bully small
businesses, but where oh where is that act now that the big airlines
are in trouble? Talk about a Liberal double standard.

Another point that | feel | must make in this debate on tourism
comes more in theform of awarning. The preambleto Bill C-5 sets
out the vitality of the tourism industry to the social and cultural
identity of Canada. Whilel do not wish to necessarily disagree with
this statement, it must be somewhat qualified. It is not tourism that
is going to safeguard our identity. Instead, it is our distinct social
and cultural identity as Canadians that will safeguard the continued
interest for tourists in Canada.

Tourism can never be more than and certainly never less than an
integral part of our economy. A well-balanced and vibrant econo-
my of scale cannot be built upon tourism aone. | make this point
because it is extremely important for us in Cape Breton to
remember this at a time when our federal government is telling us
that tourism will be our saviour.

Tourism also rides economic roller coasters, the big economic
ones and the smaller seasonal variations. It isimportant to note that
while we acknowledge the increased dollar figures generated in
Cape Breton, from $211 million to $230 million this year which
will make tourism one of the important factors in rebuilding our
shattered economy, it is by no means the only or the whole answer.

As some of my hon. colleagues may aready know, we, the NDP
caucus members from Nova Scotia, have been working with
tourism operators across the maritime provinces. We are facing a
situation of a monopoalistic food supplier if the Sobey’s-Oshawa
group merger goes ahead. This merger could potentialy spell
disaster for the restaurants, bed and breakfast establishments and
hotels that are price-takers from their food suppliers. If the merger
goes ahead there will be virtually no competition in that sector. |
think | could €licit support from just about any part of the House
that a situation where no controls or competition is in place could
spell disaster for the people who depend on these suppliers.

® (1015)

Nearly 77,000 people are directly or indirectly employed by
tourism operators in Nova Scotia. The fact that the government
has taken no initiative toward protecting the interests of small

businesses that will potentially be hurt by the merger is yet another
example of the federal Liberals abandoning the interests of work-
ing people.

While | feel | must support the passage of Bill C-5, | do not do
this without some reservations with regard to the Liberal govern-
ment’s policies toward tourism and tourist operators. | do not feel
that the Liberal government supports tourist operators, especially
those who are small business owners and employees.

Mr. Werner Schmidt (Kelowna, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the
hon. member for her speech. | would like to ask her how Bill C-5,
an act to establish the Canadian Tourist Commission, would be
different from what the Canadian Tourist Commission does now. |
will read a paragraph about what the Canadian Tourist Commission
is doing at the present time:

The CTC isindustry led and market driven. It is a consortium of Canadian private
sector, provincial, territorial, regional and federal tourism partners who collaborate
closely to match Canada's tourism products and services with customer demand. . .
both regional and global. . .and to focus the Canadian industry’s efforts as a whole.
The CTC actively pursues partnership opportunities for its marketing, research, and
industry and product development programs. Interested organizations or individuas
are invited to contact the Commission with ideas and proposals. It should be noted,
however, that the CTC does not provide grants or subsidies, nor doesit act as alobby
group on behalf of the industry.

Could the hon. member explain how the new tourist commis-
sion, under the corporate banner of being a crown corporation,
would in any way be different? Would it be more efficient? Would
it do the same kinds of things? Would it do things differently? How
does she see it operating? This is what is happening now. Is that
bad? Does she not like it? What is the real advantage to forming a
crown corporation?

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill: Mr. Speaker, the answer is quite
simple. As| stated in my comments the tourism industry supports
the change. | respect the individualsin the industry and their ability
to decide what best suits them.

The industry supports the change. The provinces support the
change. The staff supports the change. | would only have to
question why members of the House would not respect individuals
in the industry who should obviously know what is best for their
industry.

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
I would like to add my compliments to the member on her speech. |
have a concern that is perhaps a bit more general. Just recently on
November 1 we saw the Department of Revenue Canadabecome an
agency. While it is not entirely a crown corporation, it is certainly
moving in that direction.

The number of crown corporationsis growing. For example, Nav
Canadatook over the navigation services of Transport Canada. It is
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supposedly a non-profit entity right now. It is interesting the
Museum of Nature is a crown corporation. These corporations are
arm’s length from the government but their arms are about an inch
and a half long.

We have distorted the meaning of a corporation by setting up an
agency of the government, dependent on the government for
funding, with board members most often appointed by the govern-
ment. The distinction between a crown corporation and a depart-
ment or government agency is so small that it makes me wonder
why we are going through these motions.

As we look at Bill C-5 it strikes me that we are going through
much the same motions, as though we are singing the hit tune of the
day. What will the consequences be for the government in estab-
lishing these corporations? More particularly what will be the
consequences for these corporations and those they serve when in
fact the government is till running the show under a different
guise?

® (1020)

Could the member respond to my dilemmawith setting up crown
corporations which are so close to the government that arm’s length
is a meaningless term?

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill: Mr. Speaker, we have to be clear.
Reform has always taken the position that if there is a government
connection it is no good.

Asl| asked the colleague who questioned me prior, who areweto
tell individuals in the industry what is good for them? We in the
House are supposed to listen to the people we represent and bring
their concerns here, not vice versa. We are not supposed to inflict
our personal beliefs on individuals within industry.

When | hear that the staff supports it, the provinces support it
and, more important, the people in the industry support it, that is
certainly good enough for me and my colleagues in the New
Democratic Party.

Mr. Werner Schmidt: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member does a
pretty good job of turning the question around, and | compliment
her on that.

Has she ever asked why the industry is supporting this approach?
Why is the staff supporting this approach? Why does this seem to
be something different? Isit better? If the functions are the same, if
the objectives are the same and if the CTC is operating effectively
now, why would a crown corporation be more effective than the
present commission?

Judd Buchanan, present chairman of the CTC, was avery strong
Liberal cabinet minister in the Trudeau regime. He does his work
for $1 a year. If the crown corporation is established, does that
mean that the president of the corporation will work for $1 ayear?
Is one of the reasons the staff is supporting it that their salaries will
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rise? Why is it supporting it? Could the member answer that
question?

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill: Mr. Speaker, | have real concernswith
where Reformers keep coming from with respect to their questions.
We are talking about the creation of a crown corporation. We all
know, certainly those of us from Cape Breton, the Reform position
with regard to Devco. If Reformers had their way they would fell
all crown corporations and leave all Canadians on their own. Those
that survive, great and those that sink, too bad.

An hon. member: Free enterprise.

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill: The member says “free enterprise”.
What, then, is our responsibility to individuals in the industry? In
my home town in Cape Breton a number of individuals depend on
the tourism industry for their bread and butter. The member asks
why they fedl this is better. As | have said before, they are the
people in the industry.

| am not a tourist operator. | respect why they are saying thisis
best for them. | do not understand why Reformers would take the
position that they do not think it is good and therefore inflict their
beliefs on the industry.

Mr. Richard M. Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to explain very specifically why
we in the Reform do not think this is a good bill.

The reason that individuals are supporting the crown corporation
conceptissimple. It islikely that alot more money will be spent on
the institution but there will be less accountability. When members
of parliament try to get information from the access to information
department on crown corporations, we run into a virtual roadblock
because crown corporations do not have to be accountable for the
way they run their business.

| do not think it takes a rocket scientist to figure out that private
business can do a job better than government can. Under the
current set up we have a program that is directly responsible to
parliament through the Department of Industry. We do not want to
see that taken away from us. We do not want to see the accountabil-
ity taken out of this place and given to an untouchable board.

® (1025)

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill: Mr. Speaker, | heard my hon. colleague
make the remark that the creation of a crown corporation would
mean more money.

We on this side of the House do not have any problem at al in
investing in small businesses across the country. When | listen to
members of the Reform, their position has always been let us sell
off everything in the country and allow those who can survive to
survive and those who cannot to waste away.

Mr. Jim Jones (Markham, PC): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
speak to an issue that is fundamentally vital to the Canadian
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economy, the issue of tourism. Bill C-5isaninitiative that will see
the Canadian Tourism Commission transformed from its present
status as a specia operating agency into that of a crown corpora-
tion.

The Canadian Tourism Commission was originally set up in
1994 by order in council and under the guidance of the Department
of Industry. Its mandate is to manage, plan and implement pro-
grams that generate and promote tourism in Canada.

The bill before us represents an evolutionary step in the process
by turning the agency into a crown corporation. Such a change will
result in many fundamental differences, all of which are designed
with the intent of providing greater flexibility to the CTC, thus
allowing it to better serve the tourism industry.

Most of the components contained in the bill are without
controversy. For instance, there seems to be broad support offered
by the provinces. This support is predicated upon severa factors.

First, the act gives a legidative mandate to the function of
marketing Canada as a tourism destination. That mandate specifies
a significant role for industry, provinces and territories in national
tourism marketing. This role of the provinces raises a few ques-
tions asto why we are not respecting the equality of all provincesin
the bill, but | will touch on them later.

The second reason provincial governments seem inclined to
support the bill centres around the restrictions placed on the CTC
specifically. The commission may not initiate or finance programs
involving the acquisition or construction of real property, immov-
ables or facilities related to tourism. This ensures that the commis-
sion’s interest will be focused on marketing. In the past federal
tourism funds have somehow been used with mixed success on
facility development programs.

Thethird and most important reason has to do with the perceived
commitment by the federal government to have the marketing of
tourism led by industry rather than by government. | say perceived
because as the legislation presently stands the corporation will be
made up of 26 directors.

Sixteen of the directors will be appointed by the Minister of
Industry and will serve at the pleasure of the minister. The other 10
directors will essentially be made up of provincial deputy ministers
of tourism or their equivalent. | am doing the math and it does not
look good for the provinces. Worse till is the notion that the
minister maintains a comfortable majority on the board by having
16 pleasure appointments that he can yank whenever one steps out
of line. Honestly everybody wants to rule the world but we must
protect against this.

When | reviewed the stated objectives of the bill | was not struck
by any intentions that would be overtly out of line. The CTC
objectives include sustaining a vibrant and profitable Canadian
tourism industry; marketing Canada as a desirable tourist destina-

tion; providing information about Canada’s tourism to the private
sector; and supporting a co-operative relationship among the
private sector, the Government of Canada, the provinces and the
territories. No alarm bells here.

How can these initiatives be achieved if the deck is stacked
against provincial representatives to begin with? If the true inten-
tion is to sustain a vibrant industry we should not introduce a
predetermined barrier to that dynamic.

| want to make clear that | am not discussing patronage. | do not
question the intention of the minister. The reality of the situation is
clear. Provincia representatives will certainly watch out for their
own regional issues.

® (1030)

However, evenif al provincial governments arein agreement on
a specific policy, the minister maintains a very heavy hammer to
pound in order to achieve what he wants. Thisis not enough for my
party to oppose the bill at this time, although | look forward to
exploring this further at the committee stage.

Another point in this bill that concerns not only myself but also
the tourism minister of Prince Edward Island is the regional
representation breakdown for the appointed directors. The hill, in
clause 11, delineates six different regions of the country. They are
as follows: the Atlantic provinces, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba and
Saskatchewan, Alberta, which is combined with the Northwest
Territories and Nunavut, and British Columbia, which is combined
with the Yukon.

Bill C-5 does not respect the fundamental equality of all
provinces and that will be explored further. However, there is
another issue that | want to raise, which has to do with the relative
importance of tourism to the economies of the individual prov-
inces. While the gross figure for revenue generated by Prince
Edward Island, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia may not come
close to those generated by other provinces, their tourism dollars as
apercentage of GDP speak volumes for their need to have effective
representation.

| raise these issues out of a desire to improve the bill and to
respect the fundamental nature of Canada, but by and large the
minister has done a commendable job in producing a bill that has
such initial broad support. | have had positive feedback from the
governments of Alberta, Ontario and Prince Edward Island for the
general aims and principles of the bill. Since those are provinces
governed by members of my party, | know they are therefore quite
reasonable and astute on such matters.

Tourism endures the peculiar legacy of being big business
carried out by thousands of small operators. This commission is a
very important initiative since tourism injects nearly $47 billion a
year into our economy. These are not constant dollars that we can
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count on to be there year after year. We must do our part to assist
tourism operators to grow their revenues.

In 1998 Canada witnessed a drop in visitors from some of our
major overseas markets. Japan was down 14%, France was down
8% and Germany was down 5%. When we consider that tourism
employs over 500,000 Canadians directly, plus a multitude of
spin-off jobs, it is an industry that is too important to keep our
hands at bay. Of course, an active hand does not mean an
interventionist hand. | am aware that the minister understands that,
which is why he is endeavouring to make it an industry driven
venture. It is a difficult task, to be sure, especialy when we
consider that government nets 31 cents out of every tourism dollar
spent in Canada. It is certainly an incentive that would have some
advocate amore activist role for government. That iswhy my party
is supportive of Bill C-5 and its less intrusive approach.

Tourism is Canada’'s 12th largest revenue generating industry,
with 40% of that revenue generated in my home province of
Ontario. Like many of my colleagues in the House, | have a vested
interest in assisting this bill forward.

In order to understand and judge the viability and worth of any
government project, | find it useful to start from the premise of
what the situation would be if it did not exist. There is no need to
reinvent the wheel to answer that question. All we need to do is
look to our neighbours to the south where we see a situation that
has a certain amount of disarray toit. The U.S. federal government
did away with the U.S. travel and tourism authority at few years
back. Now the U.S. tourism industry is actively lobbying for a new
national body.

If we start from the premise that this body is absolutely
necessary, and for the most part | think we are there, then it is
incumbent upon us to get it right. We must be open to al input on
proper structuring, especialy from industry members themselves,
since at present the private sector and the provinces are paying
more than 50% of the tab.

In the limited time | have had to meet with stakeholders, it has
become clear that we are just scratching the surface with tourism
now. What we need to achieve is the creation of a commission that
will alow the industry to maximize our potential growth areas with
destination strategies and growth in areas like adventure travel and
ecotourism. We also need to develop a strategy that will assist rural
tourist operators in their ongoing struggle to obtain financing.

® (1035)

Obviously we are not going to be able to address such specific
issues in an effective way as a parliamentary body. That is why |
hold out such hope for this commission.

If we do our job properly, we will have a tourism commission
that will be amodel for other nationsfor yearsto come. That iswhy
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the Progressive Conservative Party is supporting Bill C-5 at second
reading.

Mr. Werner Schmidt (Kelowna, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the enthu-
siasm of the hon. member who just spoke is well directed. | think
we all agree that the tourism industry in Canada is a very
significant issue and that it has not been developed as well as it
might have been. That goes without saying. | am a very strong
proponent of supporting the development of the tourism industry. |
agree with the hon. member.

How does the member see this crown corporation advancing the
cause of tourism more effectively, more efficiently and more
rapidly than is the case with the Canadian tourism commission that
currently operates under Industry Canada?

There are 26 directors under the Canadian tourism commission
at the present time, including the president and the director. That is
exactly the same number that exists under the provisions of the new
legidlation to set up the crown corporation. The representation from
the various parts of Canada, the provinces and the regions, is more
or less the same, if not exactly the same. The way in which the
distribution takes place as to which parts of the tourism industry
ought to be represented is aso the same.

Does the hon. member really believe that a crown corporation
will more effectively meet the advancement of tourism in Canada?

| agree, that should be the case for Canadians. It ought to be
happening. That is why the CTC was established in the first place.

Does the hon. member really believe that a crown corporation
will be more effective and more cost effective than the current
tourism commission?

Mr. Jim Jones. Mr. Speaker, as | indicated in my speech, | have
some concerns about the composition of the board, with 16
members reporting to the federal minister and one member from
each of the provinces reporting to the deputy minister.

However, by moving it from an agency of Industry Canadato a
more autonomous body, a crown corporation, | think we have a
better opportunity to exploit the opportunities that exist in tourism.
It is avital industry. Hopefully the industry will grow because of
this corporation.

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
I would like to pursue this a bit further, and | thank the hon.
member for his thoughtful presentation on this subject.

There will be 26 board membersin the new corporation, as there
are with the Canadian tourism commission. Sixteen of the board
members will be appointed by the minister. There is already a
majority, but then the remaining representatives will be appointed
with advice.
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| would like to know how this could possibly be seen as anything
other than complete domination by the federal government. Where
is the arm’s length relationship? The federal government appoints
the majority, appoints the remainder on advice, and it has the
ability to rescind those appointments. It is totally dominated by the
federal government.

| am not speaking against the need for tourism operators to have
all the support they can get. Goodness knows, thereis no part of the
country that does not seek to enhance itself through tourism. It has
been a wonderful advantage for Canadians and for people outside
the country to come and know where and who we are, as we are,
and to appreciate Canada and Canadians.

® (1040)

However, it seems to me that what we have here is a step
backward from the limited accountability that even the Canadian
tourism commission has, where the board is appointed by the
minister, acts like a corporation and has a curtain between it and
openness with the public. | fail to see how the corporation will be
able to do more than the Canadian tourism commission does and at
the same time have the same accountability.

Mr. Jim Jones:. Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank the hon.
member from the Reform Party for his comments and his question.
| have the same difficulty that he does with the composition of the
board. As| said, there are six regions that the government is setting
up. The provincial people will designate who would normally be
the deputy minister of tourism for their particular province. | think
it should be made more fair and that the composition of the board
should change if we really want to advance tourism and ensure that
every one of the six regions which are promoted in the hill has a
powerful say at the table about what should be done.

This is a dynamic industry. It is probably a hidden asset for
Canada which we can exploit. When | first saw the bill and
received the presentation from the department, my initial concern
was the composition of the board and it is still my concern.

However, at this point in time | am supporting the bill at second
reading so that the bill can go to committee. | will be further
addressing that issue because | have a concern in that area as well.

Mr. Richard M. Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, we have today before us a bill that was first
introduced in the last session. It is entitled an act to establish the
Canadian tourism commission, which is part of Industry Canada.
The government wants to give it crown corporation status.

| suppose the first question to be asked is exactly what does the
Canadian tourism commission do and why does it need to be a
crown corporation.

The CTC, or the Canadian tourism commission, was created in
1995 to promote Canadian tourism and establish partnerships with
the private sector, the provinces and federal tourism partners. It
uses the money it receives from various sources to do research and
to market Canada as a travel destination.

The CTC receives an appropriation of about $65 million every
year. Of that amount $12 million goes to salaries and overhead and
approximately $52 million goesto promotion and product devel op-
ment. The tourism industry in Canada matches that amount, so that
a total of about $130 million is spent annually. The CTC, by the
way, has 62 employees in Ottawa.

To go alittle further in the explanation of what the CTC is, it has
a 26 member decision making board of directors which functions
as a special operating agency in delivering the tourism mandate of
the federal government. The board of directorsis comprised mainly
of private sector companies with direct interest in establishing
Canada as a preferred tourist destination.

When | received a briefing on this bill from the CTC | wastold
that the commission wants to become a crown corporation because
it feels constrained and cannot operate effectively within the
government. It said that it cannot move quickly enough.

| guess | can be a bit sympathetic with that request. What part of
government ever moved quickly enough?

® (1045)

| think there is ample evidence that crown corporations do not
exactly have a sterling record of moving quickly either. It has been
my experience that crown corporations can get away with alot but |
and many Canadians have never realized that they could actually
move more quickly than government.

An hon. member: Except when it comes to closure.

Mr. Richard M. Harris: Mr. Speaker, | am reminded by my
colleague that there is one area in which the government can
certainly move quickly and that is when it brings closure to debate
in the House. It is moving quickly to surpass the previous Tory
government’s record. It is going to blow by the Mulroney govern-
ment in grand style within a matter of weeks on bringing closure to
the House and stopping democratic debate. | thank my colleague
for bringing that to my attention.

The Reform Party has a philosophical problem with crown
corporations. We believe that ownership and control of corpora
tions should be placed in the sector that can perform the task the
most cost effectively with the greatest accountability to owners and
theleast likelihood of incurring more public debt or any public debt
for that matter. There is overwhelming evidence this would be the
private sector in the vast mgjority of cases. History has told us that
a private sector organization or institution can perform far more
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effectively than any government arm or crown corporation could
ever hope to do.

We believe that many crown corporations, as we have stated
publicly a number of times, should either be privatized or go back
to the departments that spawned them in the first place. Then the
ministers who have them in their departments could be accountable
to the people of Canada through the opposition, certainly through
the official opposition, the Reform Party of Canada.

| think everyone knows that no party in the House has ever
questioned the operation of crown corporations and demanded
accountability more than the Reform Party of Canada has since we
came here as an official party in 1993. We are proud of that record
because we have the interests of Canadian taxpayers at heart. That
is why we ask questions that no other party has ever bothered to
ask. Those who have been members of the cozy country club that
has existed for so many decades in Ottawa do not want to do
anything to upset the peoplein that club. We are not in that club and
we are proud of it. That is why we ask the tough questions.

The Reform Party will be opposing the bill. We feel that thereis
no good reason to give the Canadian Tourism Commission crown
corporation status.

We do not know how much more money it will cost. We know
that the chairman of the existing CTC which operates under the
Department of Transport is paid $1 a year. Judd Buchanan, a long
time Liberal, isworking for $1 a year. We do not know what other
compensation or perks he is getting but $1 a year sounds pretty
good to us. Does anyone think for a minute that the new chairman
of the crown corporation style CTC will want to work for $1 a
year?

Onehasto wonder if thereis not afriend of the Liberals out there
that they have forgotten to reward since 1993. One has to imagine
that the appointment of the head of that crown corporation is
already picked. By golly, | think we would find that he is someone
who is well known to the Prime Minister, to the Liberal govern-
ment and to any of those members. It is a guarantee and | would be
willing to put a few dollars on that appointment. It may even be a
friend of the deputy government whip. She seems to be enjoying
this part of the speech. Perhaps it is a friend of hers who helped
with her campaign.

If acrown corporation is formed and the CTC is taken out of the
responsibility of the Minister of Industry, we lose almost 100% of
the accountability. This crown corporation will operate with an
autonomy that will basically guarantee that it is going to be free
from any inquiry through access to information as to how its
operation goes and how it is spending its money. We do not want
that to happen.

® (1050)

An hon. member: Taxpayer money.
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Mr. Richard M. Harris. The member from Surrey just re-
minded me that it is taxpayers money once again. | shudder to
think that | have been here six years and | forget that important
little point, and | do not.

Theindustry department issued a paper which supports the rapid
divestiture of crown assets. This makes me wonder why the
department is sponsoring the bill in the first place.

| refer to a paper in the House entitled * Canada in the 21st
Century—Institutions in Growth—Framework Policy as a Tool of
Competitive Advantage for Canada’”’ . This soundslikeit isgoing to
cost Canadians alot of money. If we start getting academicstrying
to figure out how to spend taxpayers' money, it could be a pretty
sad situation.

The point isthat in comparison to other OECD countries, Canada
has had historically high levels of state ownership. In acountry that
is considered primarily a free enterprise country, a country where
the people of Canada should take a role in private enterprise, the
private sector and industry, Canada has avery unusually high level
of state ownership. That is a little scary.

In 1986 the Economic Council of Canada reported that govern-
ment owned and controlled companies accounted for 26% of the
net fixed assets of all Canadian corporationsin 1983. That is pretty
astounding and pretty shocking. Yet these firms accounted for less
than 5% of the total employment in the country. They accounted for
26% of the net fixed assets of al the Canadian corporations, yet
less than 5% of the total employment. This adds even more
credibility to the fact that the private sector is the best place to
create jobs. The government should recognize that instead of trying
to usurp the efforts of private sector industry in helping our
economy.

These numbers do not say very much about the employment
creation capacities of government owned crown corporations and
companies. | would like to share my time with my colleague from
the Okanagan.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléelland): | am sure we can
accommodate the hon. member for Prince George—Bulkley
Valley. We will go then to questions and comments.

Mr. Richard M. Harris: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order.
Our party has 40 minutes at this time. | will speak for 20 minutes
and my colleague will speak for 20 minutes.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): The way it works is
there are 40 minute slots for the first round of debate if we are
resuming debate for the first three speakers. We are in 20 minute
dots, not 40 minute slots.

The member for Prince George—Bulkley Valley has kindly
offered to share his time with the member for Kelowna. We have
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gone that far, so we are in questions and comments now, unless of
course, he would like to ask for unanimous consent to revert to
where we were.

Mr. Richard M. Harris: Mr. Speaker, | could just wrap up my
10 minutes and then my colleague would speak.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): No, you either getin or
you get out, one or the other. Your option isto take five minutesin
questions and comments right now, or ask for the consent of the
House to continue, use up your full 20 minute allotment and then a
10 minute question and comment period. It is one or the other.

® (1055)

Mr. Richard M. Harris: Just a point of clarification, Mr.
Speaker. When will my colleague from the Okanagan be permitted
to speak?

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): We are not going to
negotiate this. We are going into questions and comments.

Mr. Richard M. Harris: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order.
| am under the impression that we are still discussing my options. |
have my options figured out now and | would like to make a
decision to continue my speech, if | may.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): We have unanimous
consent for the hon. member for Prince George—Bulkley Valley to
split his time. Do we have unanimous consent to rescind the
previous decision?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Mr. Richard M. Harris: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank my
colleagues. | know they were enjoying my presentation so much
they shuddered to think that | was going to finish up quickly.

Since coming to Ottawa a little more than six years ago, the
experiences we have had in dealing with crown corporations have
not been exactly fruitful or satisfying. Whenever we try to get
information about how taxpayers' money is being spent, we get a
pretty big run around.

| learned very quickly after coming to Ottawa that crown
corporations simply do not have to tell us anything about how they
operate if they do not want to. We made a number of requests
through access to information to get some information about
certain crown corporations and we hit a brick wall, to put it fairly
specificaly.

The minister will say that this new entity is at arm’s length and
he is not responsible. The minister should be responsible to the
House for how taxpayers money is spent. He should not be
permitted to duck this responsibility by turning the CTC into a
crown corporation.

| am sure you will understand this, Mr. Speaker, because you
have been a member of the House for some time.

The minute the crown corporation is formed it will immediately
begin to plead that the confidentiality of its private or commercial
stakeholders will be compromised if it starts talking about how it
spends its money or how it operates its little business.

The Deputy Speaker: | am sorry to interrupt the hon. member,
but it is time that we moved to the next item of business which is
caled for at 11 o'clock. Accordingly the hon. member will have
eight minutes remaining in the time allotted for his remarks
following question period.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

CRIMEPREVENTION

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Kitchener—Waterloo, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, the Regional Municipality of Waterloo is a leader in crime
prevention.

The Community Safety and Crime Prevention Council was
established in the region in 1993. This community based organiza-
tion committed to preventing crime was so successful that it was
one of the modelsfor the establishment of the federal government’s
$32 million per year national strategy on community safety and
crime prevention of which the National Crime Prevention Centreis
a part.

The recently announced partnership between the centre and the
Insurance Council of Canada to reduce auto theft is welcome but
not surprising. The insurance industry in my community has
supported local crime prevention efforts for many years.

This joint initiative takes a particular interest in preventing
children from being drawn into automobile theft. Currently 43% of
convicted car thieves are between the ages of 12 and 17. With the
rate of auto theft rising and the resulting $48 a year increase in
insurance premiums for consumers, this initiative between govern-
ment and property and casualty insurers in communities across the
country is a logical and timely one. Well done.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, 599 people came from China by boat and landed on
British Columbia shores this summer. Of those 599, only one has
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been determined to be a true refugee. Months later, 389 claims
have yet to be dealt with. The minister’s response? Bill C-16,
which has said absolutely nothing about this issue. It does nothing
about streamlining our immigration process. It gives a green light
to the indentured slavery that this immigration scam represents. It
does nothing to help true refugees. It does nothing to help our
immigration process.

® (1100)

Today, Central American refugees are selling drugs on Vancouv-
er streets and can still apply through our refugee process. Today,
true refugees are mixed with false refugees and we have an
immigration process that is in disarray.

Today, | am introducing a private member’s bill, seconded by the
member for Saanich—Gulf Idands, that would streamline this
process.

To the Minister of Immigration: Get with the program. Introduce
changes that are fair to everyone, fair to refugees—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Nepean—Carleton.

* Kk %

TOBACCO

Mr. David Pratt (Nepean—Carleton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
tobacco use is the leading preventable cause of death in Canada,
accounting for 45,000 deaths each year.

We know that 85% of all adults who smoke started the habit
before the age of 18. Smoking rates for Canadian youth are
increasing at an alarming rate. Twenty-nine per cent of 15 to 19
year olds now smoke, and in some groups, like the Inuit for
instance, around 71% of youth are smoking.

| would like to welcome to Ottawa 17 young people from across
Canada. They are al members of the newly established youth
advisory committee on tobacco issues which will be advising the
Minister of Health and the Secretary of State for Children and
Youth on smoking and tobacco issues from a young person’'s
perspective.

These youths were selected on the basis of their work in their
own communities and their interest and experience in discouraging
tobacco use by their peers. We look forward to their input on this
life and death issue.

CHILD POVERTY

Mr. John Maloney (Erie—Lincoln, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we
have observed the 10th anniversary of a unanimous House of
Commons resolution to eliminate child poverty by the year 2000.
Regrettably and sadly, this goal is beyond our grasp. Our noble
expectations lie in failure.

S0.31

Today, we observe poor families falling deeper into poverty and
the gap widening between their incomes and those of well off
families.

Children are our greatest assets, our greatest treasures. We must
reaffirm our desire, indeed our necessity, to work much harder to
include the unincluded in society.

The government has signalled its intention to act and the
foundation has been put in place for a national children’s agenda.
Intentions must become reality and the reality must be now.
Children are a priority of this government.

* * %

[Translation]

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING

Mr. Yvon Charbonneau (Anjou—Riviére-des-Prairies, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Canadian government announced a $1
million science and engineering research prize in honour of the late
Gerhard Herzberg, winner of Canada’s first Nobel prize for re-
search in chemistry.

Theannual award isamillennium project of NSERC, the Natural
Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, and is
intended to honour and support the best of Canada's researchers.

Such an initiative is particularly important as we rapidly ap-
proach the new millennium, since it will enable Canadato continue
to play a lead role in the internationa scientific world.

We wish all the young Canadians who will have an opportunity
to take advantage of this the best of luck.

[English]

RIGHTS OF YOUTH

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
last week the Liberal government fully endorsed an election for the
rights of youth. Only 3.8% of al Canadian students participated in
this exercise, yet access to information documents obtained by the
Reform Party revealed that the human resources department in-
tends to “‘after the election, publish and present to the PMO the
children’s youth mandate””. What a mandate, 3.8%.

This Liberal exercise cost taxpayers half a million dollars and
was done without the approval of parents, school boards or
provincial ministers of education.

Access documents reveal ed that the human resources department
asks ““Where can HRDC get the most mileage?”

Isthisthe Liberal government’s new strategy, to use children for
partisan purposes to support its own political agenda?
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GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO

Mrs. Judi Longfield (Whitby—Ajax, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, so
much for the Mike Harristax cuts and sound financial management
in the province of Ontario.

After the people of Ontario have finished shelling out thousands
of extra dollars in new user fees, drug co-payments, higher
municipal property taxes, paying for important services that used
to be covered by OHIP and whopping tuition fees, they will not be
any better off than they were five years ago.

The reform-a-tory government at Queen’s Park will even charge
a $125 fee to single parents with children to collect child support
payments. Students now have to call a 1-900 number and pay if
they want information about their student loans.

While most jurisdictions are increasing support for post-secon-
dary education, Mike Harris, who aready is the lowest per capita
funder of post-secondary education in North America, will now cut
an additional $800 million from our education system.

The Tories are demanding that municipalities, on whom they
have aready downloaded huge financia burdens, pay 30% of
capital projects for hospitals.

The people of Ontario do not even get a balanced budget in
return for the destruction of their social fabric.

® (1105)

[Translation]

CHECHNYA

Mr. Richard Marceau (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
tragic history of Chechnya, marked with 200 years of conflict with
powerful Russia, is not over yet.

More than 50 years out of the 19th century were taken up with
war between the two, and in the 20th century there were uprisings
in 1921, 1924, 1928 and 1936. Stalin saw no way of putting an end
to the conflict, so in 1944 he decided to empty Chechnya of its
people. Under the pretext that the Chechens were German collabo-
rators, he decided to deport them to Siberia.

Since then, they have come back. Now they are being accused of
terrorism rather than collaboration, but their tragic history seemsto
be repeating itself.

This people will never be conquered by armed strength. Only a
negotiated solution will be able to bring peace to aregion that has
already suffered far too much from war.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Mark Assad (Gatineau, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, a few days
ago, the Government of Canadatook part in the inauguration of La
Vérendrye boulevard west in the city of Gatineau.

This new section, between autoroute 50 and highway 307, was
funded by the Quebec department of transport and the Canadian
department of transport, which shared the total cost of $14 million
jointly.

This achievement is tangible evidence of the possible, desirable
and vital co-operation between the two levels of government to
consolidate regional development here and in al regions of
Quebec.

That is an example of co-operation which will be of benefit to
everyone in our community.

[English]

HOCKEY

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the member for Nepean—Carleton said in the House that the
hockey game last night would “establish the bragging rights to
parliamentary hockey supremacy in Canada once and for al”.

WEell, it certainly did, but it is the United Opposition and not the
government that now reigns supreme.

In a hotly contested battle, the true united aternative to the
overconfident, boastful Liberals came out on top. With a team
consisting of six Reform MPs, asingle MP from the Bloc, the NDP
and the Tories, a Reform staffer goalie and two opposition CTV
members of the media, Team Opposition coasted to a six-four
victory. What a treat for the sell-out crowd in the Corel Centre to
witness the humbled, downcast Team Liberal and the overjoyed
exuberance of the United Opposition.

Following the game, the opposition MPs enjoyed hot wings and
beer while the members for Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke and
Mississauga West ate crow. In hockey, unlike federal elections, the
Liberals cannot claim victory from tallying only 40% of the points.

[Translation]

LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Denis Paradis (Brome—Missisquoi, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
3.00 p.m. today marks the start of the convention of the Quebec
section of the Liberal Party of Canada.
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The members of our party will be looking at issues around four
major themes: first, the economy and taxation; second, socia
development and socia security; third, regional and rural develop-
ment and, fourth, cultural identity.

This convention was preceded by 14 public meetings. Over
1,600 people and 420 organizations came forward to say clearly
and openly what the Government of Canada could do to better meet
their needs.

This convention is for the members of the Liberal Party of
Canada. They will give their opinions on measures needed to help
Quebec and Canada step resolutely into the next millennium.

[English]

THE LATE DOUG SAHM

Mr. Rick Laliberte (Churchill River, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it
has certainly been a very sad week for the people of Churchill
River who have lost a good friend.

We found afriend way down in Texas named Doug Sahm. It was
atragedy to hear about the passing last week of such ayoung artist
at 58 years old. He made contributions to the music industry and
the sport industry and befriended Canadians, including the people
of northern Canada.

On behalf of the people of Churchill River, | send our condo-
lences to his compadres, Freddie Fender, Flaco Jimenez, Augie
Meyers and Louis Ortega. We also send our condolences to Ernie
Dawawa, Speedy Sparks, Rocky Morales, his two sons who have
taken up careers in the music industry, and to his dear friends and
family from Texas.

® (1110)
As a person who came from down south, he admired Canada.

At this time of thanksgiving, we would like to give thanks to
Doug Sahm. We are truly proud of what he has done and we are
truly soulful for what his music will do for us in the future.

* Kk %

[Translation]

DEMOCRACY

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau—M irabel, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, the Quebec branch of the Liberal Party of Canadais
holding its twice-yearly meeting in Hull this weekend.

Thiswill be an opportunity for the federal Liberalsin Quebec to
reaffirm their belief in democracy. It will aso be an opportunity for
them to remind certain of their elected representatives in Ottawa
that one of the inescapable principles of democracy is one person,
one vote.

S0.31

To question the universally recognized 50% plus one rule is to
hand over decision-making to a minority.

In a country where the democratic quality of life should be an
example to the international community, creating two classes of
voters is to ignore what democracy is all about.

We remind the federal ministers from Quebec that they should
take this opportunity to clarify what they understand by democracy.
Democracy is the responsibility of all elected representatives. It
concerns al citizens.

[English]

FOOTBALL

Mr. Ovid L. Jackson (Bruce—Grey, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this
weekend we will be celebrating one of the great Canadian tradi-
tions, a game invented in Canada. | speak of the game of football.

The best in the east and the best in the west will come together in
Vancouver, British Columbia: the Hamilton Tiger Cats versus the
Calgary Stampeders. No doubt two political junkies will be there. |
speak of the premier of Alberta and the hon. Minister of Canadian
Heritage.

The Deputy Speaker: | am afraid the hon. member is out of
order.

PUBLIC WORKS

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
it is time we changed the title of the public works minister to the
patronage works minister. Recently he appointed four high profile
Liberalsto senior positions at Canada Post and the Royal Canadian
Mint.

Gilles Champagne of Montreal, who is a member of the Liberal
Party of Canada and a regular donor, was just appointed to the
board at Canada Post. Also appointed was Terri Lemke who was a
tour director for the Saskatchewan Liberals before she got her
patronage post.

This week the minister appointed a 30-year veteran of the
Liberal trough, André Ouellet, as Canada Post's new president
where he will double his salary as Post Office chair.

Most offensive of al, the public works minister just appointed
his long time personal friend Emmanuel Triassi as chair of the
Royal Canadian Mint. Mr. Triass got his job even though he never
sat on the Mint's board, does not have a degree in finance, has
never studied metals and does not have a coin collection.

Nice work, Mr. Speaker, if you can get it.
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CANADA POST

Mr. John Cannis (Scarborough Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
Canadians and the government are determined to make Canada a
world leader in the field of electronic commerce by the year 2000.

Today the president of Canada Post and the Minister of Industry
arein Toronto taking part in an historic occasion, the launch of the
electronic post office. Epost will be the single place for Canadians
to receive al of their important mail electronically, securely and
privately from their home, office, school or wherever there is a
computer with access to the Internet.

In aglobal knowledge based economy, innovative countries that
can quickly adapt to the latest technology are the onesthat are most
likely to succeed. Epost is a major leap in the right direction for
Canada Post.

| invite all Canadians to register for their free electronic post
office.

CANADAELECTIONSACT

Mr. Rob Anders (Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Bill C-2,
the Canada Elections Act, is again weaving its way through the
House.

Under this act, an individual will never again have the right to
speak as loudly as a political party during an election. He or she
will no longer have the ability to spend al he or she wants
defending his or her view of what the country should become.

Twice before, these laws have been passed. Twice before, they
have been challenged. Twice before, our courts have found these
laws unconstitutional.

At great taxpayer expense, the solicitor general will again have
the unhappy task of defending thislatest incarnation of the gag law.
A task that should rightly fail.

It is my sincere hope that | will one day see the end of our
government’s efforts to muzzle Canadians.

* Kk %

® (1115)

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it
sometimes feels like there is a choice between having a job and
having alife. Overwork and long hours are epidemic in Canada. In
the first four months of 1997 almost two million workers put in
overtime, most of it unpaid, while one-third of working Canadians
say they are constantly under stress.

At the same time unemployment remains staggeringly high
when compared with other countries. There are serious socia

issues and human costs associated in a society divided between the
chronically overworked and the chronically unemployed.

| believe that a reduction and redistribution of work time
deserves to be the new public policy priority. A substantial
reduction of work time, such as a standard 32 hour work week,
deserves to be the target early in the new millennium.

It is time for governments to take up this challenge. If we can
achieve a better distribution of work time and |eisure, stories about
an improving economic situation might start to ring true for the
vast numbers of Canadians who are unemployed, underemployed
or overworked.

* Kk %

HOCKEY
Mrs. Elsie Wayne (Saint John, PC): Mr. Speaker,

Last night in Ottawa, was a night to remember,
Our hockey team beat, every Liberal member.

T'was a sign of the times to come
A government left, cold and numb

The Corel Centre. . .was our rink,
Hec, the team yonder really did stink.

Reform and the Tories, the NDP and the Bloc,
Sure gave the Liberals quite a big shock.

We scored for the Sea Kings and for the GST. . .
Toward the end, they just scored for me.

The Liberal backbenches were terribly shook,
Not so much confusion, since the red book.

Perhaps they’d play better if not on the fence,
Out there, like in here, they have no defence.

Although not a psychic, | will make these projections,
Liberal defeats in the next three elections.

And for the little member who just wore his hat,
I’ve just got to say. . .how about that!

When my Saint John Flames score,
We let out a big roar.

So Mr. Speaker let's hear that roar. . .
The opposition beat the Liberals. . .6 to 4!

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD
[English]

NATIONAL UNITY

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the Prime
Minister spent the past week pretending to be the federaist
strongman. Rather than working on ways to make the federation
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stronger, he paraded around the country talking about tinkering
with the referendum rules. He says there has to be a clear majority
but he will not define what that means.

| have a question for the Deputy Prime Minister. Why will the
Prime Minister not define exactly what he means by a clear
majority?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the way the Reform approached this issue in the past
few days by personally attacking the Prime Minister does not show
that the leader of the Reform Party is the statesman he claimsto be
and should be as Leader of the Opposition in Canada.

| hope the Reform Party will keep the debate at the level whereiit
should be because our country must be more important than our
parties.

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | would have
certainly liked to have been included in the debate rather than
hearing about the debate from some caucus meeting.

The Prime Minister should be worried more about heading into
the next referendum without positive changes to our federation. He
should be more worried about not offering Quebecers an alternative
to either status quo federalism or separation.

If the Prime Minister really wants to set the rules straight, why
will he not tell us what he means by those rules? Why not?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | will first explain why the Reform Party is nothing in
Quebec.

It has never shown any support for bilingualism in the country. It
is always attacking the Official Languages Act. It has no sympathy
for the national cultura ingtitutions of the country. It does not
support the distinct society resolution, the regional veto resolution,
the Young Offenders Act, and the modality to accommodate
Quebec.

It has spoken against that. It has spoken against the constitution-
al amendment to Quebec and Newfoundland. For al of this, it
must—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Macleod.

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, let me make real
plain what the Reform Party supports. We support making the
federation work better so that there will be no appetite for
separation in the country.

The question that the intergovernmental affairs minister is
avoiding is a straightforward question.

Oral Questions

® (1120)

If clarity on the mgjority is so important, why will the Prime
Minister not tell us here and now what that clarity should be? What
is the mgjority?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the question is legitimate. The issue is why the
Reform Party took three days before asking the question. Instead it
blamed the Prime Minister for raising the issue.

The Prime Minister raised the issue because the Quebec govern-
ment is threatening the country with the possibility of a unilateral
declaration of independence. Thisiswhat the Reform Party should
have attacked, and not the Prime Minister for two days.

If the Reform Party is now willing to take the high road and to
look at the matter seriously, obviously the Reform Party is right
that we need clarity. We truly agree with that.

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, at the
beginning of the week the brain trusts in the Prime Minister's
Office seemed to be perfectly clear. They were adamant at the
beginning of the week and now by Friday they say that we will be
perfectly clear on the required majority and will do that by not
telling anyone the actual number required. That is not a brilliant

strategy.

| do not know if they think that separatists will be shaking in
their boots over that. Imagine—brace yourself, Mr. Speaker—the
Prime Minister will be very clear that he will be very unclear inthe
days to come.

Does the intergovernmental affairs minister not realize that the
Prime Minister is in danger of becoming one of Mr. Bouchard's
winning conditions?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
why do Reform Party members not recognize that what they should
be doing is standing up for Canada instead of reaching out to the
separatists?

They are asking the wrong questions and they are taking the
wrong attitude toward maintaining a strong, united Canada. Why
do they not get on board in the fight for Canada?

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, we are
asking questions. Certainly we have not had a single answer yet
this morning.

It reads like the stuff of a cheap teenage novel, the Shawinigan
strongman and the mystery majority. You have to picture it, Mr.
Speaker. Imagine this week the advisers saying “We'll put the
Prime Minister out there. WE'll get him to be very blustery. We'll
get him to bang on the table a few times and then we'll have him
declare: let me be perfectly clear. | have known since a long time
that | don’'t know where to go from here and | have nothing to be
more clearer than that”.
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That iswhat has happened thisweek. More could have been done
than reigniting the separatist flame. Why do they not tell Canadians
what they mean by a clear mgjority?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the mystery here is why the Reform Party is making personal
attacks on the Prime Minister instead of joining himin hisfight for
a united Canada and against separatism.

They are reaching out to the separatists. We are reaching out to
all Canadians to maintain a united Canada. Why do they not join
with us?

[Translation]

REFERENDUMS

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday evening, in Nova Scotia, the Prime Minister said he
would introduce a measure in parliament to set the rules governing
the decision Quebecers will make about their future.

Can the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs tell us when this
measure will be introduced in the House?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, there are two things here.

First, the ideais not to set the rules for a provincial referendum.
The Government of Quebec is absolutely freeto ask any question it
wants to Quebecers. Rather, the idea is to identify the degree of
clarity required for the Government of Canada to have an obliga-
tion to negotiate the serious issue of Quebec's separation from the
rest of Canada. This is what we are talking about.

It may be that we will never have to do this, if the Quebec
government were to say immediately that it will not hold a
referendum, because, with a clear question and a clear mgjority, it
will not of course get the necessary support for its separation
project.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, could the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, this great
expert on clarity, tell us clearly what meaning his government is
giving to the term measure? Just what does the Prime Minister
mean by measure?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, everyone knows that something can be done official -
ly, in various ways, to set out for all Canadians, in a more precise
manner, under which circumstances the Government of Canada
would negotiate or refuse to negotiate the end of its constitutional

responsibilities toward one quarter of the Canadian population, and
the break-up of the country.

We are fully confident that, if there are no tricks or confusion,
Quebecers will always choose to remain in Canada and improve
our country, along with other Canadians.

* % *
® (1125)

SUDAN

Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Mercier, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on Octo-
ber 26, the Minister of Foreign Affairs announced that he would
sever al economic ties with Sudan if an investigation proved that
oil operations by the Canadian company Talisman was exacerbat-
ing the conflict that is tearing that country apart.

On November 17, the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights released a study that in fact
confirmed the minister’'s fears.

How then can the minister explain his inaction?

Mr. Denis Paradis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the government is very
concerned about the events in Sudan.

We have done two things. The government has appointed
Senator Lois Wilson to head the peace mission as Canada’'s special
envoy.

As wdll, it has appointed John Harker, a well-known figure in
labour circles in Canada in the past, to head a fact-finding
commission to Sudan. He is on his way to Sudan as we speak and
will be making a report to us shortly.

Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Mercier, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | see the
minister does not have confidence in the UN’s report.

This morning’s National Post reports that the Desmarais family
has major interests in Sudan.

Do the close ties between that family and the government, the
Liberal Party, and the Prime Minister in particular, not explain
Canada's complacency with respect to the brutal regimein placein
Sudan?

Mr. Denis Paradis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Lib.): No, Mr. Speaker, what the National Post
report this morning indicated was that a French company held
interests in the oil extraction activities in Sudan.

To repeat what | have already said to the hon. member, Mr.
Harker is heading a fact-finding commission on what is happening
in Sudan. If his report should indicate that there is a connection
between the profits generated by oil extraction activities in Sudan
and human rights abuses, then Canada would consider the ap-
propriateness of sanctions.
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[English]

BANKING

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Regina—Qu’'Appelle, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Finance. Last year
about this time the big banks were saying that the sky would fall if
they were not allowed to merge. The sky did not fall. Instead we
have had the raining of pennies from heaven, loonies, toonies and
gold, and arecord of $9 billion in profit in the last year. Now those
CEOs want to lay off some 15,000 people in the next three years.

Will the minister refer the issues of job losses and branch
closures to the appropriate parliamentary committee for review and
action?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member knows that committees are indeed mastersin their
own house. Committees do not need references from me or from
anyone else. If afinance committee or any other committee wants
to look into this or any other matter, it can certainly do so.

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Regina—Qu’'Appelle, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, talk about evading a question. The compensation package
for the top 24 executives of the five big banks is over aquarter of a
billion dollars this year. That is equivalent to the annual pay of
some 12,000 bank tellers, mostly women.

In light of that, could the minister assure us that the upcoming
legidation on financial serviceswill contain provisions for protect-
ing jobs and alowing communities to veto a bank closure where
the closure is not in the interest of the community?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
the hon. member knows, because he has followed thisissue closely,
in the government statement on the whole question of financia
services reform we set out very progressive legislation on the way
in which bank closures would be handled and on the way in which
the entire system, consumers and all stakeholders, should be
protected.

[Translation]

REFERENDUMS

Mr. André Bachand (Richmond—Arthabaska, PC): Mr.
Speaker, we are seeing the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs
start to backpedal in the debate launched this week by the Prime
Minister.

It isnow apparent that he does indeed admit that the questionisa
matter for the National Assembly and that any decision as to
whether it is clear and whether or not there is a large enough
majority after avote to force Canada to negotiate will be based on
this question.

That having been said, while the minister is beginning to
backpedal, will hetell uswhat isleft for his government to do, with

Oral Questions

statements such as the one he has made? Would it not be better for
him to state—

The Deputy Speaker: The Minister of Intergovernmental Af-
fairs.

® (1130)

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, it is abit embarrassing for me to have to quote myself
but, since | first began writing to Mr. Bouchard, that iswhat | have
been saying.

| urge the member to reread what | wrote because it has always
been the position of the Government of Canada that a provincial
government could ask whatever question it wanted, but that the
question and the response would have to be evaluated in terms of
clarity by the Government of Canada and that it would be useful for
us to know in advance what we are dealing with.

I will close with something the Progressive Conservative Pre-
mier of Prince Edward Island said. ““The rules must be defined
fairly clearly with respect to the clarity of the question.

Mr. André Bachand (Richmond—Arthabaska, PC): Mr.
Speaker, in fact, Mr. Binns, the Premier of Prince Edward Island,
cited the supreme court. But the minister should ask Mr. Binns
what he thinks of the government’s strategy this week.

| come back to my question, because | was a bit short of time
earlier. The minister is downplaying the urgency of the situation.
Can the minister tell us whether, at the meeting in Hull this
weekend, he will suggest that there is time to take stock of what
exactly will happen in Quebec?Isit not timeto wrap up the debate?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | want to quote what Progressive Conservative
premier Pat Binns said anyway. * The rules must be defined fairly
clearly with respect to the clarity of the question. | do not think that
a smple majority is enough for Quebec to leave the country”.

It would be agood thing for the federal Progressive Conservative
leader to make the same statement and denounce the completely
irresponsible statement made by the Premier of Quebec to the
effect that he could force Quebec and all of Canadainto a unilateral
secession. That iswhat we would expect of aleader who hashiseye
on governing this country.

[English]

TAXATION

Mr. Richard M. Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the finance minister is so far removed from the
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tax burden he has caused Canadians that he just cannot relate to the
financial harm he is causing them.

Brian from Winnipeg has barely $2,000 left from a $4,100
paycheque when the finance minister takes his 50% tax share of
Brian's work.

Why does the finance minister not just come home to Canada,
where there are hard working, taxpaying Canadians, recognize the
harm he is causing with his tax policies and give Canadians like
Brian a tax break? Why does he not just do that?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
when one talks to Canadians and they look at their paycheques, one
of the things they see on there is the Canada pension plan premium.

| have talked to Canadians on al three coasts who have said that
the Canada pension plan is an essential part of their retirement.
They want to keep it. It isuniversal. It provides massive risk taking
on behalf of al Canadians. It protects them.

Most Canadians want to know, and | am sure that Brian wants to
know, why the Reform Party wants to destroy the Canada pension
plan.

Mr. Gary Lunn (Saanich—Gulf Idands, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
that is the furthest thing from the truth.

**So much for hard work™ says Jerry, a power line worker from
Manitoba. His pay stub shows 64 hours of overtime. He should be
rolling in dough. Let me quote Jerry: ““Any extra money | earn
would be taxed at exorbitant rates. Why bother to work hard when |
am working for nothing? It is a pretty sad commentary on a country
when | cannot afford to work because of taxes’.

What does the minister have to say to Jerry and the millions of
Canadians like him who just want to keep a little of their hard
earned money in their own pockets, not the government’s?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
would say to Jerry the same thing that | have said to Brian and
Doreen.

One of the reasons the Reform Party findsitself forced to change
speakers every time it wants to ask a question is so that it does not
have to defend its policies of no unemployment insurance cuts for
employees, increased taxes until the year 2000 and the destruction
of the Canada pension plan.

Doreen, Brian and Jerry al want to know why it is that the
Reform Party has a high tax policy.

* k% *
[Translation]

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, this week,
General Baril said that the effects of repeated budget cuts and the

high operational level to which its forces have been subjected in
recent years are being felt.

® (1135)

How does the minister intend to provide financial support to the
army’'s operational level while also supporting Canada's foreign
policy on human security?

[English]

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as the minister has said
many times, the Canadian military is facing major funding chal-
lenges.

The Speech from the Throne stated that the government will
continue to ensure that the Canadian forces have the capacity to
support Canada's role in building a more secure world and will
further develop the capacity of Canadians to help ensure peace and
security in foreign lands.

We arelooking at creative and innovative waysto ensure the way
ahead. Hard decisions and choices are being made to ensure that we
can reinvest in the future in key areas, in our people and in the
equipment they need to do their jobs.

[Translation]

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, before pumping
more money into improving the quality of life of Canadian troops,
should the minister not clearly redefine the role and priorities of his
department?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
again, we must emphasize the support of the Bloc Quebecois to a
united Canada with well provided for armed forces. It isinteresting
to see this change of policy. The Bloc is giving up its separatist
policy to support Canadian federalism and Canada. My thanks to
the Bloc Quebecaois for this new and improved position.

[English]

TAXATION

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, many
people do not realize that over half of the price of gasolineistaxes.
For example, Calgarians send $300 million to Ottawa every year in
gasoline taxes, but none of it comes back to pay for roads. The
Liberal government simply takes the money and offloads the costs
for transportation to others.

Why is the government across the way so willing to scoop the
tax at the gasoline pumps but give nothing back in return?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
can understand how members of the Reform Party believe that
those matters on which the Government of Canada spends money is
nothing because that is their perspective on the social fabric of the
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country. But Canadians do not think that health care is nothing.
Canadians do not think that education is nothing. Canadians do not
think that protecting the environment is nothing. They do not think
that protecting our coastline is nothing.

Canadians understand what the Reform Party does not, that tax
dollars go to provide services for Canadians. That is what govern-
ment is all about.

* Kk %

TRADE

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, Ref.): You are off the hook,
Paul—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

The Deputy Speaker: | am sure the hon. member meant to say
Mr. Speaker instead of Paul, and | know he would want to do that in
future.

Mr. Deepak Obhrai: Mr. Speaker, in the 1993 version of thered
book the Liberal government promised to renegotiate the NAFTA
agreement to specifically exempt bulk water exports. Unfortunate-
ly, this is one of the promises the government has failed to keep.
Exempting water from our international trade agreement is the best
way for Canada to protect its waters.

Why has the government abandoned seeking exemptions for our
water in international agreements?

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | am interested to see that the Reform Party has
adopted the position of the NDP Government of British Columbia
and Glen Clark’s policies.

The way to protect water exports is to make sure that there are
not inter-water basin transfers of water. If we try simply to protect
water exports at the border, we wind up with the problem of this
becoming an item of trade and, therefore, the decision on it will be
made by an international panel of trade experts, not by Canadians.

| believe, and the government believes, that decisions on Cana-
dian water should be made by Canadians and not by foreigners.

* k% *
[Translation]

POVERTY

Mr. René Canuel (Matapédia—Matane, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
the Prime Minister recently said, at the time the government’s
expected surpluses were announced, and | quote * Give me time to
enjoy them’.

If you are one of 1.4 million poor children in this country, or you
are unemployed and are no longer entitled to poverty insurance,
this sort of statement hurts.

® (1140)

When will this government act to free these children from
misery for good?

Oral Questions
[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleague, the Minister of Human
Resources Development, may | point out to the hon. member and
to al members of the House that the fundamental way to get
children out of poverty is, of course, to get families out of poverty.

The way to do that is to make sure this economy works
effectively, which this government year after year has been doing
under the leadership of the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Finance.

It is by correcting the economy’s fundamental s so that they work
that we reduce poverty and, therefore, do not have to adopt
band-aid solutions to the problem, which has been recommended
so often by New Democrats and the Bloc.

* k% %
[Translation]

SOCIAL HOUSING

Mr. Ghidlain Fournier (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, for a
budget to be balanced, spending must be lower than income.

Anindividual should not spend more than 30% of hisincome on
housing. In my riding, in Minganie, 90 households are having to
spend half of their income on rent.

My question is for the minister responsible for socia housing.
Can he tell us whether, after ten years in which no money has been
invested in socia housing in Minganie, he will finally act to help
families who are having a very had time making ends meet? When
will he invest?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first | would liketo say, as|
have said on many occasions, that the Government of Canada
invests nearly $2 billion annualy in social housing.

We invested an additional $300 million under the RRAP pro-
gram. Also, since forming the government, we have created 13,000
affordable new housing units.

| am pleased, however, because this is the second time that the
Bloc member has asked me the same question. Does that mean that
they have changed their policy? | thought they wanted social
housing to be transferred to the provinces, including Quebec.

| am currently negotiating. Do they not agree—
The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Selkirk—Interlake.

[English]

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Howard Hilstrom (Selkirk—I nterlake, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the agriculture minister has promised on behalf of the govern-
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ment that farmers will receive all the AIDA money owed to them
before Christmas this year. Talk about degja vu.

Similar promises made last December had farmers believing that
they would receive their money by the spring of 1999. Many
farmers are till waiting. Farmers will not be so forgiving this year.

Will the Deputy Prime Minister confirm today the promise that
all outstanding AIDA money will be in the hands of farmers by
Christmas this year?

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Secretary of State (Rural Develop-
ment)(Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern
Ontario), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Agriculture and
Agri-Food travelled to Saskatchewan last week. He had an opportu-
nity to meet with farmers, to talk with them, to deal with them, and
to understand the conditions of what they are going through.

He made it very clear that he made a commitment that the 1998
AIDA payments would be in the hands of farmers before Christ-
mas.

TRADE

Mr. Rick Casson (Lethbridge, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, despite
being vindicated by the U.S. International Trade Commission
several weeks ago, Canadian farmers are facing further trade
challenges from the United States.

North Dakota is looking to enforce country of origin labelling
and is preparing to challenge Canadian durum exports. Our farmers
have suffered enough under the government’s weak trade position.
It is past time to get tough at the trade table.

Will the trade minister guarantee our beleaguered producers that
there will be no further border closures? We need positive action
and we need it now.

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Minister for International Trade
will be in Seattle.

This morning, in fact, the minister announced that Canada and
China have reached agreement on a wide range of market access
issues relating to China's entry into the World Trade Organi zation.
This means that Canadian products will have better access to
markets in China

That isgood news for Canadians, it isgood newsfor farmers and
it isgood news for our export business. | think we should celebrate
this good news.

[Translation]

REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviere-du-Loup—Témis
couata—L es Basques, BQ): Mr. Speaker, faced with the major

problem caused by the closure of Gaspésia, with its subsequent
effects on the entire economy of the Gaspé, Quebec has freed up a
supplementary budget of $20 million to revitalize the company and
the area. As well, it has recently written to its federal counterparts
with an invitation to join in this effort.

® (1145)

While respecting the region’s priorities, is the federal govern-
ment prepared to advance the same additional funding as Quebec
has to help the workers of Gaspésia, who are demonstrating this
morning in Montreal?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member neglected
to point out that the demonstration in Montreal is against the
Government of Quebec.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano: Both my colleague, the Minister
responsible for Economic Development, and | are very much aware
of the difficulties of the people of the Gaspé. It isaknown fact that
the economy in that region has been in trouble for some years.

That iswhy, in the past year, my colleague has aready invested
$28 million in new funding for special economic recovery pro-
grams for the region.

Finaly, | ought to mention as well that other departments have
made investments and we will continue to work—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Abitibi—Baie-
James—Nunavik.

MINING INDUSTRY

Mr. Guy St-Julien (Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Natural Resources.

In its throne speech, the government said *“ To seize the opportu-
nities and meet the challenges of a new global economy, we must
work together in the Canadian way and concentrate on what
matters most to Canadians. To that end, we must achieve techno-
logical progress that will increase productivity. We know that the
natural resources sector is a pillar of the Canadian economy” .

Can the minister tell us what is currently being done to promote
state of the art technologies in the mining industry?

[English]

Mr. Brent St. Denis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Canadian mining
industry is aleader in using high technology products and services.
This government will continue to work with industry to harness
technology in order to maintain our pace-setting achievements in
productivity.
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An excellent example is a new project currently under way
which will explore the replacement of diesel fuel by hydrogen fuel
technology in underground mining operations. This would elimi-
nate underground diesel emissions, improve the underground
environment for workers, reduce carbon dioxide emissions and
decrease mine ventilation costs. If successful, we stand poised to
capture world markets in this technology.

* Kk %

RCMP

Mr. Chuck Cadman (Surrey North, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Mayor
Doug McCallum of Surrey wrote to me concerning the chronic
understaffing of our RCMP detachment. Surrey has approved a
complement of 378 members at regular pay rates. However, up to
40 vacant positions have resulted in excessive overtime payouts to
make up for the staffing shortfall, a direct result of the RCMP
budget slashing by this government.

Surrey city council has passed a resolution requesting the
government to refund to the city of Surrey payment for overtimein
1999. Will the solicitor general take some responsibility at last and
honour this request?

[Translation]

Mr. Jacques Saada (Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor
General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am surprised that, after
the same question has already been answered ten times, it is till
being asked.

The government is committed to fulfilling its mandate regarding
public security and the RCMP. It allocated money to improve the
CPIC. Last year and early this year, the government also allocated
additional money to help the British Columbia division.

All thisis still not enough. That question is more for show than
for information purposes.

[English]

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
during the November break | met with a dozen municipalities and
the RCMP to discuss community policing problems. These prob-
lems were created by the government’s cutbacks to the RCMP
budget.

Today there are 39 unfilled RCMP positions in Manitoba paid
for by the taxpayers of Manitoba. The government’s new estimates
show $35 million for gun control and only $13.8 million for the
RCMP.

Why does the government put gun registration ahead of putting
more police on the streets?

Oral Questions

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justiceand Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
hon. member asked about the benefits of our gun control registra-
tion. Let me give the House a few statistics.

Some 3,128 potentially dangerous gun sales have been blocked
and sent for further investigation. Some 548 applicants have been
refused for public safety reasons. Some 451 licences have been
revoked for reasons of public safety.

This is good legidation. It is working and it is promoting a
culture of safety. Why will the Reform Party not accept that?

® (1150)

HOUSING

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, many
cities across Canada are facing a critical shortage of clean afford-
able housing. Vacancy rates are 1% or lower and the private sector
is not coming forward to meet those needs. Too many Canadian
families have to choose between paying their rent and feeding their
children.

Tomorrow people who desperately need affordable housing will
be demonstrating at the Liberal Party conventionin Hull. They will
be calling for federa action on housing. Will the government be
listening? Will the government admit that its withdrawa from
social housing has pushed far too many families into poverty, into
debt and into substandard housing?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as | have said repeatedly
many times in the House, the Government of Canada is contribut-
ing $2 billion ayear on the social housing front. In the last year we
invested $300 million in RRAP to make houses accessible to low
income people. | remind the hon. member to talk to provincia
governments of his political affiliation that are not participating in
the RRAP program. If they would participate, we would have more
money and more units.

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
minister knows that Canada continues to be the only developed
nation in the world that does not have anational housing policy or a
national housing strategy. Here is what the current Minister of
Finance said when he was the chair of the Libera task force on
housing: ““This government just sits there and does nothing. The
lack of affordable housing contributes to and accel erates the cycle
of poverty which is reprehensible in a society as rich as ours”.

The minister is now in a position to do something about this
reprehensible situation. In fact he has had six years to fix this
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reprehensible situation. Will he or will he not answer the call from
around the country and announce that he will reinvest in social
housing in this coming budget?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let me also say that the
Government of Canadathrough CMHC and the mortgage insurance
program, create and build about 475 units a year. Under the
program of private and public partnership, we created 13,000 units.
Thisyear aoneit is more than 3,000 units. We want to do more and
we are going to do more. | remind the member that we do have a
national housing policy.

FISHERIES

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans has again shown blatant disregard
for South Shore lobster fishers. In 1998 the industry started a
voluntary V-notch program with a 1/32 carapace increase to follow
in 1999. Weeks before the season opens, the carapace size has been
increased from 3 1/4 to 3 5/16, or a 1/16 increase instead of a 1/32
increase. Why has the government changed regulations that were
agreed to in 19987

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to correct the hon.
member. This was the policy on conservation put forward by the
previous minister and it is something we are going to follow
through on.

| would like to ask the hon. member something because his party
and the member have talked about conservation repeatedly in the
House. Carapace size is a tool for conservation to protect the
resource. Are the Conservatives now abandoning their position on
conservation and saying that we should not protect the resource?
The hon. member should stand in the House and say whether or not
they are still for conservation. They should make it pretty clear.

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, the
minister is well aware that carapace size was supposed to increase
by 1/32 in 1999 and by 1/32 in 2000. That is a /16 increase over
two years. He hasincreased it by jumping it in one year because of
mismanagement by his department.

How are fishers that were issued a variance order for carapace
size to begin on November 28 to understand that order when DFO
officials are saying that they have until December 15 to bring in the
carapace size increase? So why—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans.

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, increasing the carapace sizeis consis-

tent with our policy throughout that region. This policy was
introduced a number of years ago by my predecessor. Conservation
is going to be a priority for the government. That is why we are
increasing the carapace size by 1/16. We will continue to ensure
that conservation and protection of our resource to make sure we
have a sustainable lobster fishery will be our priority.

* % *
® (1155)

HEALTH

Mr. Lynn Myers (Waterloo—Wellington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Health.

Eighty five per cent of Internet users are looking for health
information. Can the parliamentary secretary tell the House and all
Canadians how the public isto sift through the thousands of health
related websites to get credible, trusted and relevant information?

Mr. Yvon Charbonneau (Parliamentary Secretary to Minis-
ter of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank my
colleague from Wellington—Waterloo. His question gives me the
opportunity to inform the House that yesterday the Minister of
Health launched the Canadian health network, which is a national,
bilingual Internet based health organization service for Canadians
developed by Health Canadain co-operation with 400 very reliable
health organizations.

[Translation]

Canada's health system provides a unique access to information,
and | invite the public—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca.
[English]

TOBACCO

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, earlier thisweek the Minister of Health hired areal insider
to try to convince the Canadian public that he was committed to
decreasing smoking among kids. But it was his government that
instituted laws in 1994 that have committed hundreds of thousands
of children to take up cigarette smoking.

Will the Minister of Health do the right thing and institute laws
to bring the tobacco prices back to what they would be in the U.S.
so that our kids will not smoke and smuggling will be stopped?

[Translation]

Mr. Yvon Charbonneau (Parliamentary Secretary to Minis-
ter of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, there can be no doubt about the
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commitment made by our government and our Minister of Health
to fight smoking, particularly among young people.

We have already taken important measures, and the minister has
not ruled out any options for the future, whether they relate to taxes
or prohibition. He will establish enhanced awareness programs in
the future.

GENETICALLY MODIFIED FOODS

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, follow-
ing the lead of Japan and Europe, last week 19 representatives in
the U.S. congress tabled a bill to make it mandatory in the United
States to label genetically modified foods or foods containing
genetically modified organisms.

My question is for the Minister of Agriculture. Does he realize
that Canada may soon be one of the few countries where it is not
mandatory to label genetically modified food and that our farm
products may well be rejected just about everywhere, including in
the United States?

[English]

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Secretary of State (Rural Develop-
ment)(Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern
Ontario), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this is a very important issue. It is
onethat both the Minister of Health and the Minister of Agriculture
and Agri-Food have been spending agreat deal of time working on.
It is important that we consult with Canadians. The ministers are
undertaking consultations with Canadians and they will deal with
this issue in due course.

CHILD POVERTY

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Brasd' Or—Cape Breton, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, we have heard promise after promise from the govern-
ment about what it will do to help Canadian children, but no action.

Ninety per cent of single mothers and their children live in
poverty. One in four children in Nova Scotia experience poverty.
Cape Breton children are worse off than their neighboursin the rest
of the province. These statistics do not need reviewing. They are
cold hard facts, especially cold and hard for the children they
represent.

What specific targets is the Minister of Finance willing to set to
eliminate child poverty, given that the efforts of the government to
date have failed Canadian children?

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the hon. member fails to point out that the unemploy-
ment rate for adult women is at itslowest rate in 25 years. It isnow
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at 5.8%. Since we were elected in 1993 there have been more than
800,000 jobs created for women.

Women's employment has grown faster than men’sin each of the
last four decades. In fact, we have had the highest growth of any of
the G-7 nations in the last 20 years.

| point out to the hon. member that we are trying to deal with the
causes of child poverty, the causes of women in disadvantaged
conditions by making—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for West Nova.

* Kk %

FISHERIES

Mr. Mark Muise (West Nova, PC): Mr. Speaker, on January 18
the former minister of fisheries wrote to one of our fishery
representatives telling him that there would be no increase in
lobster size until the industry’s self-imposed V-notching program
could be analysed.

Why did the minister not give V-notching a chance?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as | responded to a question earlier,
carapace size is about conservation. By increasing the carapace
size by 1/16 of an inch, we will protect the resource and make sure
we have a sustainable lobster fishery. We will ensure that we
protect the resource, unlike the member and his party. At one time
they speak about conservation and the next time they are not
interested in speaking about conservation. They are speaking from
both sides of their mouth. Why do they not become consistent?

* % *
® (1200)

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr. lvan Grose (Oshawa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
arura question, although the closest thing to afarminmy ridingis
the vegetable garden in my backyard. | had a good crop this year.
No need for assistance.

My people in Oshawa make the best cars and trucks in North
America and their best customers are rural customers. What is the
Secretary of State for Rural Development doing to ensure that rural
Canadians are playing an active role in charting their own social
and economic course?

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Secretary of State (Rural Develop-
ment)(Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern
Ontario), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it isabsolutely essential that govern-
ment undertake policies and measures in a way that makes sense
for rura Canadians.

We believeit isimportant to give rural Canadians themselvesthe
tools they need to make the decisions that work best for their
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particular communities. That is why we undertook avery extensive
rural dialogue with rural Canadians, speaking to over 7,000 of
them, ending with a conference in Belleville earlier this year.

| am pleased to advise the House today that we will have a
follow-up to that conference in Magog, Quebec on April 28, 29 and
30.

AIRPORT SAFETY

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, when the government was transferring owner-
ship of regional airports to the local municipalities, it relaxed the
emergency response time so as not to impose excessive burdens on
these local communities.

Now that the government has divested these airports, it is
tightening up the rules again, requiring local communities to
provide a three minute response time. Thisis a move that will cost
dozens of communities millions of dollars each.

Why did the government entice the municipalities with relaxed
requirements only to tighten up the requirements after the local
governments acquired the airports?

Mr. Stan Dromisky (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Transport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as we al know, safety is the top
priority of the government, especially in the area of transportation.
We are quite aware of the situation that is taking place. We will
monitor and review every movethat is made by all the agencies and
the authorities regarding this question of safety.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

TREATIES RATIFIED IN 1991 AND 1992

Mr. Denis Paradis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to table in both
official languages, pursuant to Standing Order 32(2), 27 treaties
that came into effect in 1992 and 58 treaties that came into effect in
1991. We are also tabling the list of these treaties.

[English]

As was done previously, | am aso providing CD-ROMs to the
Library of Parliament, which contain electronic versions of these
treaties, in order to provide wide accessibility to those texts.

TECHNOLOGY PARTNERSHIPSCANADA

Mr. John Cannis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in accordance with Standing Order
32(2), | have the honour to table, in both official languages, the
Technology Partnerships Canada annual report for the years 1998
and 1999.

* Kk %

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36, | have the honour to table, in both
official languages, the government’s response to four petitions.

* Kk %

® (1205)

[Translation]

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRSAND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Mrs. SueBarnes (London West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have the
honour of tabling, in both official languages, the first report of the
Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment.

Pursuant to order of reference of Monday, November 1, 1999,
your committee has studied Bill C-9, an act to give effect to the
Nisga'a final agreement, and has agreed to report it without
amendment.

[English]
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have the honour to present the 11th report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding the associate
membership of the Standing Committee on Human Resources
Development and the Status of Persons with Disabilities.

If the House gives its consent, | intend to move concurrence in
the 11th report later this day.

* Kk %

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Richard M. Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley,
Ref.) moved for leave to introduce Bill C-347, an act to amend the
Criminal Code (desecration of the flag).

He said: Mr. Speaker, over the last number of years, on occasion
we have witnessed, through the media, people in the country who
have thought so little of the symbol of our Canadian flag that they
have taken actions to deface it, burn it and trample it.
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| want to reintroduce this private member’s bill to amend the
Criminal Code concerning desecration of the flag to state that
everyone who, without lawful excuse, burns, tramples, defaces or
otherwise desecrates the national flag of Canada, is guilty of an
offence punishable on summary conviction and liable to fines not
exceeding $5,000, six months in jail or a combination of both.

| think every Canadian recognizes and is proud of what our
national flag symbolizes. Certainly the people who have fought in
two world wars recognize this. There should be no less punishment
than a fine and/or imprisonment for someone who finds it fruitful
for whatever reason to deface or desecrate our nationa flag.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

CANADIAN FORCES SUPERANNUATION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-348, an act to amend the Canadian Forces
Superannuation Act, the Carriage by Air Act, the Cree-Naskapi (of
Quebec) Act, the Criminal Code, the Pension Act and the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police Superannuation Act.

He said: Mr. Speaker, the bill would amend all of the acts that
have been indicated in order to bring them into line with the spirit
of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

| want to bring to your attention, Mr. Speaker, that in these
statutes, believe it or not, we still refer to our children as
illegitimate. In many cases, some of our federal legidation still has
not really brought the dignity to Canadian children as they deserve
and need to be recognized and supported.

This particular bill will amend these statutes and make it a lot
friendlier to our children and also bring the statutes into harmony
with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

COMPETITIONACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-349, an act to amend the Competition Act
(vertically integrated gasoline suppliers).

® (1210)

He said: Mr. Speaker, | have been involved with this issue now
for over 12 years. | have been responsible, along with the commu-
nity, for at least three different national as well as regiona
inquiries. Every single time the report came back it indicated that
there was no price fixing.

Routine Proceedings

Quite simply, when we look at the Competition Act as it is, we
can drive acamel through it. We are not going to be ableto find out
whether a company is responsible for price fixing or not. The ail
companies are in a conflict of interest on a regular basis because
they control the sales at the retail outlet and suppliesthe oil aswell.

My bill would forbid Canadian oil companies from selling while
at the same time retailing gasoline at the pumps. Asaresult of that,
no oil company can be a retailer and a supplier a the same time.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

MAXIMUM SPEED CONTROL DEVICE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-350, an act to provide for the use of a maximum
speed control device for use on motor vehicles and to prohibit the
manufacture and sale of motor vehiclesthat are not equipped with a
maximum speed control device.

He said: Mr. Speaker, on an annua basis, we have hundreds of
kids and youths who are killed or severely injured as a result of
joyriding or driving over the speed limit.

| do not understand this. We have set the speed limit in Canada
and in most provinces at 100 kilometres per hour. | do not see why
people haveto drive 170 kilometreswhen it isillegal under the law.

My bill will make sure that no car will be able to go over 115
kilometres per hour. Cars will have a device within the engine that
will either shut the engine off or make sure the car cannot
accelerate over 115 kilometres an hour.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

WAGESLIABILITY ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-351, an act to amend the Wages Liability Act
(definition of adult).

He said: Mr. Speaker, rather than taking the time of the House, |
will, with your permission, ask the House for unanimous consent to
introduce a series of approximately 35 private members' bills. The
vast majority of those billswere introduced in the last parliament. |
ask that all of those bills be deemed as have being introduced in the
House of Commons today and be printed as set out in the order
paper, Nos. 41 to 75.

The Deputy Speaker: Does the hon. member have the unani-
mous consent of the House?
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Some hon. members. Agreed.
An hon. member: No.

The Deputy Speaker: | assume the hon. member for Ottawa
Centre has given his explanation in respect of this bill.

Mr. Mac Harb: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

PRIVACY ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-352, an act to amend the Privacy Act (definition of
minor).

The Deputy Speaker: Does the hon. member wish to give an
explanation on each of these hills.

Mr. Mac Harb: Mr. Speaker, | would love to, but it is my
intention to reintroduce it as it was set out in the previous
parliament.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

LAND TITLESACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-353, an act to amend the Land Titles Act (age of
majority and definition of “infant’).

® (1215)

Hesaid: All of these bills deal with one subject, whichisto bring
our legidation into conformity with the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, so that when we say *“ child” we mean anyone
who is under the age of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

PENSION FUND SOCIETIESACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-354, an act to amend the Pension Fund Societies
Act (definition of “minor child”).

He said: Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask once more if my
colleagues would like to put all of these bills together so that you
and | do not have to stand every time. Would members give

unanimous consent that all of the bills dealing with these issues be
considered as having been read the first time and printed?

The Deputy Speaker: |s there unanimous consent?
Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

INSURANCE COMPANIESACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-355, an act to amend the Insurance Companies Act
(definition of “infant’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-356, an act to amend the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Act (definition of ““child’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* * %

INDIAN ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-357, an act to amend the Indian Act (definition of
“infant child).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % *
[Translation]

HAZARDOUSPRODUCTSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-358, an act to amend the Hazardous Products Act
(definition of ““child’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

[English]

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES COMPENSATION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-359, an act to amend the Government Employees
Compensation Act (definition of “infant’).
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(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* k% *
[Translation]

EXTRADITIONACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-360, an act to amend the Extradition Act (defini-
tion of “child”).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

[English]

INTERPRETATION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-361, an act to amend the Interpretation Act
(definition of child).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADIANCHILD RIGHTSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-362, Canadian Child Rights Act.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* k% *
[Translation]

TERRITORIAL LANDSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-363, an act to amend the Territorial Lands Act
(definition of “adult’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* k% *
[English]
FEDERAL-PROVINCIALFISCAL ARRANGEMENTSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-364, an act to amend the Federal-Provincial Fiscal
Arrangements Act.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-365, an act to amend the Criminal Code (defini-
tion of “child”).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

Routine Proceedings
CANADA TRANSPORTATION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-366, an act to amend the Canada Transportation
Act (definition of “adult”).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)
® (1220)

Mr. Philip Mayfield: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. At
the rate at which you are going it is hard for me to understand, but
my concern is for the translators who seem to be melting into the
earpiece. | wonder if you would take them into consideration
please.

The Deputy Speaker: The trandators have the advantage of
having an order paper with the list on it, and so does the hon.
member. Perhaps if he stuck with the order paper he would be able
to follow rather easily.

| am reluctant to take up a great deal of the time of the House
going through the same form because these bills are al in exactly
the same form.

Mr. Derek Lee: Mr. Speaker, given the repetitiveness of the
proceeding, asis required by the rules, | wonder if there would be
consent in the House to allow the request of the member for Ottawa
Centre so that we might dispense with the repetitive introduction of
each bill on the same subject. Perhaps the Speaker could request if
there is now a disposition for unanimous consent.

The Deputy Speaker: Is there consent to treat these hills as
having been read the first time and ordered to be printed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Some hon. members. No.

DIVORCE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-367, an act to amend the Divorce Act (right of
spouses parents to access to or custody of child).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)
[Translation]

Mr. Gilles-A. Perron: Mr. Speaker, | am having a hard time
following what the interpreter is saying. | have no idea what you
are talking about. You are going much too fast.

The Deputy Speaker: | would encourage the hon. member to
refer to his copy of today’'s Order Paper. All the bills, and their
titles, are listed, which makes it very easy to follow.

[English]

Mr. Jay Hill: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order. | respect the
fact that all members have the advantage of having the order paper
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to look at to see what it is you are referring to, but we have an
enormous following that watches the proceedings through the
television camera. They do not have the advantage of that and they
are trying to follow, with | am sure rapt attention, what you are
doing and saying. | think they would be having the same difficulty.

* Kk %

EXCISE TAX ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-368, an act to amend the Excise Tax Act (defini-
tion of “child”).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

EXCISEACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-369, an act to amend the Excise Act (definition of
“adult’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CORRECTIONSAND CONDITIONAL RELEASE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-370, an act to amend the Corrections and Condi-
tional Release Act (definition of ““child’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %
CANADA-UNITEDKINGDOM CIVIL AND
COMMERCIAL JUDGMENTSCONVENTION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-371, an act to amend the Canada-United Kingdom
Civil and Commercial Judgments Convention Act (definition of
“infant” in matters originating in Canada).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADA CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-372, an act to amend the Canada Co-operative
Associations Act.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADA STUDENT LOANSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-373, an act to amend the Canada Student Loans
Act (definition of full age).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* * %

CANADA SHIPPING ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-374, an act to amend the Canada Shipping Act
(definitions of child and infant).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

® (1225)

CANADA HEALTH ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-375, an act to amend the Canada Health Act
(definition of ““child’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

DEPARTMENTAL INTERNAL AUDIT ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-376, an act to require crown corporations and
departments of government to have annual internal audits the
reports of which are to be submitted to the Auditor General of
Canada.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADA PENSION PLAN

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-377, an act to amend the Canada pension plan
(definition of ““child’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

DIVORCE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-378, an act to amend the Divorce Act (definition
of *“child").

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADA BUSINESS CORPORATIONSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-379, an act to amend the Canada Business
Corporations Act (definitions of “infant’” and “‘minor’™).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

BILLSOF EXCHANGE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-380, an act to amend the Bills of Exchange Act
(definitions of “infant’” and “minor”).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)
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CANADIANBILL OF RIGHTS

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-381, an act to amend the Canadian Bill of Rights
(right to housing).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

NATIONAL STANDARDSFOR EDUCATION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-382, an act to establish national standards across
Canada for education provided by the provinces.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

NATIONAL LITERACY STANDARDSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-383, an act to establish national literacy standards
across Canada.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADIANBILL OF RIGHTS

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-384, an act to amend the Canadian Bill of Rights
(right to literacy).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADIANBILL OF RIGHTS

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-385, an act to amend the Canadian Bill of Rights
(right to education).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

IMMIGRATION ACT

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.) moved
for leave to introduce Bill C-386, an act to amend the Immigration
Act (requirement to show evidence of identity).

He said: Mr. Speaker, we have a problem in our immigration
system. It is simply not working. The bill | am introducing today is
an attempt to fix it.

Routine Proceedings

In British Columbia we have had hundreds of false refugees
come to our shores. This represents only 5% of the people who are
coming to our shoresillegally. Ninety-five per cent come by plane.
This situation is not fair to true refugees. It is not fair to
immigrants. It is not fair to people trying to get into the country. It
is not fair to the taxpayer. It is not fair to the hardworking peoplein
our immigration system. The current system supports the govern-
ment which is actually trying to support human trafficking which is
taking place.

® (1230)

Thisbill will enable the government to differentiate between true
and false refugees. It puts the onus and responsibility of identifica-
tion upon the person claiming refugee status as opposed to the
Canadian authority.

| hope this bill passes as soon as possible so that the minister can
have a stronger immigration policy for immigrants and Canadians.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if
the House gives its consent, | move that the 11th report of the
Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs presented to
the House earlier this day be concurred in.

(Motion agreed to)

PETITIONS

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | have
the honour to present a petition with thousands of signatures on the
issue of child pornography.

The petitioners are calling on the House to ensure that every law
is upheld that would continue to make child pornography a serious
offence in this country. Literally hundreds of thousands of signa
tures have come to my office on this. | am glad to present the
petition to the House today.

| encourage al members to take note that this is clearly the
single largest petition. | think it is four times larger than any other
petition the House has received this session. | will leave it with the
House officers.
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YOUNG OFFENDERSACT

Mr. Chuck Cadman (Surrey North, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to Standing Order 36 | have the honour to present a petition
containing the names of 25 members of my constituency. They call
on parliament to amend the Young Offenders Act with respect to,
among other things, lowering the age of application and the
publishing of names of violent offenders.

MARRIAGE

Mr. Richard M. Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | have the honour to present two separate
petitions today from the riding of Prince George—Bulkley Valley.

The first petition requests that parliament enact legislation such
as Bill C-225 so asto define in statute that a marriage can only be
entered into between a single male and a single female.

ABORTION

Mr. Richard M. Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the second petition contains several hundred
signatures, | believe.

The petitioners are concerned about the proliferation of abortion
and the low value that society seems to be giving to prenatal life.
The petition calls upon parliament to enact legislation against
causing the death of an unborn human by abortion at any stage
along the continuum of prenatal life.

| am pleased to present the petition on behalf of the people of
Prince George—Bulkley Valley.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
| have the honour to present some petitions. The first two petitions
are from citizens of Williams Lake and Quesnel, British Columbia.
They call upon parliament to enact immediate changes to Canada's
immigration laws governing refugees to alow for the deportation
of obvious and blatant abusers of the system.

TAXATION

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
| aso have petitions from citizens of Cariboo—Chilcotin, namely
from 70 Mile House and Williams Lake. They are calling upon the
government to give Canadian taxpayers a break by instituting tax

relief of at least 25% in federa taxes over the next three years
starting with the next federal budget.

® (1235)
THE CONSTITUTION

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
| would also like to present petitions from the citizens of Williams
Lake who call upon parliament to refrain from enacting legislation
to remove references to the name of God or to the supremacy of
God from the Canadian constitution or the charter of rights.

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
| have one more petition from the citizens of the Williams Lake
area. They call upon parliament at the earliest possible opportunity
to invoke section 33 of the charter of rights and freedoms, the
notwithstanding clause, to override the B.C. court of apped
decision and to reinstate subsection 4 of section 163.1 of the
crimina code making possession of child pornography in B.C.
illegal and by so doing reinforce and reaffirm our objection to the
B.C. court of appeal decision.

[Translation]

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
Question No. 8 will be answered today.

[Text]

Question No. 8—Mr. Peter MacK ay:

With respect to the United Nations 1994 recommendation that Canada appoint a
monitor to ensure that all provinces folowed the terms of the UN Rights of the Child,
what actions has the federal government taken to proceed with this
recommendation?

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): The UN Com-
mittee on the Rights of the Child, in its 1995 concluding observa-
tions to Canada’sfirst report under the Convention on the Rights of
the Child expressed its concern that sufficient attention had not
been paid to the establishment of a permanent monitoring mecha
nism that would enable an effective system of implementation of
the convention in al parts of the country. Since that time the
Government of Canada has funded the development of a monitor-
ing mechanism by the Canadian Coalition for the Rights of
Children. Since the monitoring project began in February 1996 a
growing number of organizations and individuals have contributed
their knowledge and ideas. As a result the monitoring framework
continues to evolve.
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The mandate of the coalition is to ensure a collective voice for
Canadian organizations and youth concerned with the rights of
children as described in the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child and the World Summit for Children Declara-
tion. Information on this project can be found at the following
website: http:www.cfc-efc.calccre/monitor.htm

The Canadian Coalition for the Rights of Children may also be

reached at Suite 339, 180 Argyle Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K2P
1B7, or at telephone number (613) 788-5085.

[Translation]

Mr. Derek Lee: Mr. Speaker, | would ask that all remaining
questions be alowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

CANADIAN TOURISM COMMISSION ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-5, an
act to establish the Canadian Tourism Commission, be read the
second time and referred to a committee.

The Deputy Speaker: Before question period the hon. member
for Prince George—Bulkley Valley had the floor. He has eight
minutes remaining in his time.

Mr. Richard M. Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to resume debate on the bill.

Before question period | was talking about the problem members
of parliament such as my colleagues and | have of getting
information through the Access to Information Act regarding
crown corporations. It is virtually impossible. It ends up certainly
being an exercise in futility. That is why we are concerned about
the tourist commission being taken out of the office of the Minister
of Industry. That is exactly what will happen.

At the present time we at least have some access and some
accountability through the minister who is obliged to answer
questions, at least if he feels like it. The CTC is accountable
directly to the minister and the minister is accountable to parlia
ment, including those of usin the Reform Party when we are asking
questions to pursue accountability in terms of the spending of
taxpayers' dollars. That is the way it should be.
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| suspect that the cost of running the CTC as acrown corporation
is going to be a lot higher than it is now. The briefing | received
suggested that moving the entire operation to Toronto is a distinct
possibility. | can picture it. Instead of taking up a floor in the
building that houses Industry Canada, it will need some prominent
downtown real estate in Toronto at the top dollar the market
demands.

The salaries will have to go up. It costs twice as much to buy a
house in Toronto. Then there are the moving and relocation costs
for the 62 current employees. That certainly will not be cheap. | am
sure there will be the emotional costs of moving to Toronto for al
of the families involved.

The Reform Party believes Canada is a spectacular tourist
destination and we should promote Canada as a travel destination.
Tourism is a big industry for Canada whether one is a parlia-
mentarian or whether one happensto run a specialized restaurant in
some city in Canada such as Edmonton for example.

We rely on tourists to come to our country and to spend their
dollars. In fact, it is Canada's 12th largest industry. We are talking
big dollars. Last year it generated jobs at twice the pace of
Canadian business. It generated $44 billion in revenue to the
Canadian economy. We are not talking small dollars here.

® (1240)

A press release issued by the CTC states that the international
travel numbers for the first three months of 1999 indicate that this
year may well be another record breaking one for Canada’s tourist
industry. Compared to the same period in 1998, international
tourists made 11% more trips of one or more nights to Canada so
far this year.

In conclusion, it is clear that Canada needs tourism and that we
should market our wonderful country abroad, notwithstanding the
high taxes. But it is not clear that we need a crown corporation to
carry on this activity.

| believe that you would find, Mr. Speaker, consent for the
following motion:

That for the remainder of this parliament, motions pursuant to Standing Orders
26, 56.1, 57 or 78.3 and motions that the question be now put shall not be receivable
by the Chair. Furthermore, this motion shall not be subsequently revocable or
amendable by a government motion.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member has
put a motion before the House. Does the hon. member for Prince
George—Bulkley Valley have the unanimous consent of the House
to move the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Some hon. members. No.
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Mr. Werner Schmidt (Kelowna, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | want
to commend my hon. colleague for the comments he made. Mr.
Speaker, | have to pay a specia tribute to you too, sir. The hon.
member mentioned certain things in his speech that | think refer
directly to the efforts you have made toward tourism and the
establishment of industries in Canada and in particular, a certain
establishment that has some taste, that makes some bread, and
which has brought together some cultures in Edmonton. It brings
to mind one of the purposes of the tourism industry which has
to do with the promation of culture.

My hon. colleague would recognize only too well that one of the
functions of tourism is to bring people to Canada to let people see
the culture we have here. It is such a varied culture. There is the
French culture, the aborigina culture and al the various ethnic
groups that have come to Canada over the years. It is a real
kaleidoscope.

It is a wonderful combination of the way people can actually
work together. People of different ethnic backgrounds come from
other parts of the world where they actually fought with one
another and got into not just minor fights in the back streets but
they would shoot each other, maim each other, kill each other, plant
mines in the ground so that peopl€e’s legs would be blown off.

Could my colleague make acomment about how Canadathrough
the expansion of our tourist industry can demonstrate to the rest of
the world how we can live together more harmoniously?

Mr. Richard M. Harris: Mr. Speaker, | am only too pleased to
respond to my colleague from Kelowna. Certainly Canada is a
marvellous country to live in. People from all over the world have
come to Canada to take up residence and become Canadian
citizens. There are those who are still seeking to become citizens of
Canada. We have a lot to offer the world.

Tourism gives people from all over the world an opportunity to
come to a country that perhaps they have never visited before. For
the first time they can see how people can live and exist together
despite their cultural or religious differences, their differing points
of view. We are a free and democratic country. | think we are able
to hold ourselves up as a standard to the world. | can only say
that—and | have to add this—I really believe that the people who
come to Canada from different countries can best exhibit and
accomplish this spirit of co-operation, not with the help of govern-
ment but rather without the help of government. People come to
Canada recognizing that it is a beautiful country.

® (1245)

In the last 30 years, the current government and past govern-
ments have done more to foster the divisions amongst the different
types of people in the country than bring them together. The

government should just stop trying to make people so different in
the country. It should let the people themselves embrace what it is
liketo livein amulticultural country without itsinvolvement. They
will do afar better job and ajob that will move along the lines of
getting together, rather what the government does, which is to
promote divisions among the people of Canada.

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
I would like to thank my colleague for Prince George—Bulkley
Valley for his intervention and for his recent remarks.

As | think about this bill, I remember, when | was the deputy
critic for industry with responsibility for the Canadian Tourism
Commission, an instance that took place over a period of time
where | wanted to have a meeting with the director of the
commission. This was not as simple a matter as | had thought it
would be. We had been told how open it was and how they were
looking for opportunities to discuss the business of the commission
with various people.

| had a meeting in British Columbia with some of the tourism
people and wanted to take some of the information and discuss it
with the director. It took a long time for this meeting to be
arranged. Thedirector was busy intown or out of town. One day we
finally made an appointment. It was not in the near future, but after
some time passed and | was preparing for the meeting, guess what,
| got a phone call saying “I’'m sorry, the appointment has been
cancelled.

| began to explore the reasons why. | was told that | could have
no meetings with members of the commission without the minis-
ter's approval. | took this directly to the Minister of Industry and,
to his credit, he said that he would never stop me from doing that.
Regardless, in his name, | never did have a meeting with the
director of the commission.

This, in my mind, brings up the question of accountability. The
Canadian Tourism Commission is accountable to the minister and
accountable through the minister to parliament. Yet a parlia
mentarian, myself, the deputy critic responsible for this commis-
sion in my party, wanting to represent the constituents of British
Columbia to the commission, was not able to have a meeting.

| am asking myself, with this further separation, thisinch and a
half arm’s length that has been created between the commission
and the government, how much more opportunity istherefor alack
of accountability by the new crown corporation and members of
parliament and the citizens of Canada who are vitally concerned
about this issue.

| want to ask the member what his concerns are. Does he
recognize some of the dangers | am alluding to? Could comment on
them?
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Mr. Richard M. Harris: Mr. Speaker, the fact that thereis little
enough accountability presently through the Minister of Industry
with regard to the CTC, or for that matter through any of the
government ministers, does concern me. If they do not want us
to know something about their departments they simply throw up
as many roadblocks as possible to keep us from getting the answer
to our question.

® (1250)

As | have spoken about before, if we move the CTC out of the
minister’'s department to a crown corporation, it automatically
becomes amost 100% immune to anyone from the opposition
looking into how it runs the new institution, how it spends
taxpayers' dollars or how it operates. It will simply say that itisa
crown corporation, not answerable to parliament and therefore
does not have to reply. It can aways say something to give it some
credibility in itsown mind that if it were to reply to our question or
inquiry it would be letting out some strategic secrets which it
cannot do.

Hereis a strategic secret that we would like to have let out, and
that isjust how it is spending the taxpayers’ dollars. That is a secret
to which | think the Canadian people have a right to know the
answer.

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup—Témis
couata—L esBasques, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to speak to
Bill C-5, an act to establish the Canadian Tourism Commission.

When | looked over the hill, | paid particular attention to the
objectives, and my first reaction was that the government had said
it was getting out of tourism in a throne speech a few years back.
And now, in the House of Commons, in the Parliament of Canada,
the government introduces an act to establish the Canadian Tour-
ism Commission.

From the outset, it is rather incomprehensible. Why isthe federal
government bent on interfering in this sector, which is outside its
jurisdiction? Why is it bent on using a Canadian tourism commis-
sion to do so? | looked to the objects of the commission as stated in
the bill for some answers.

The first object is to sustain a vibrant and profitable Canadian
tourism industry. | told myself that the Canadian tourism industry
is really the sum total of the tourism industry in each of the
provinces. In Quebec, we have a tourism policy which was
developed some years ago and which has been very successful.

Since the 1978 summit on tourism, Quebec has made important
progress as a tourist destination. In 1996, revenue was $5.4 billion.
In Quebec this industry comprises 29,000 businesses and over
100,000 workers concentrated in the sectors of accommodation,
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food services, transportation, travel agencies, entertainment and
recreation.

Aswell, it is the 6th ranking Quebec export next to aeronautics,
with international exports of $1.9 billion. Tourism investments in
Quebec total $1.3 hillion and its annual tax revenues $1.2 hillion.
As well, it offers considerable employment to young people, as
28% of workers are under the age of 25.

Quebec has therefore equipped itself with a policy to intervene
in this sector which is a provincial jurisdiction. It has the means
required, and has set in place some highly pertinent structures, such
asthe regional tourism associations. It therefore has an approach to
tourism and to services to tourists that has been highly successful.
We attract tourists from all over, other Canadian provinces, the
United States, South America and Europe. We boast a number of
truly interesting tourist attractions and it is not mere chance, but
rather the result of a well-organized tourism effort, that has led to
worthwhile results.

Thetourism industry in Quebec is guided by Tourisme Québec, a
department which directs government actions relating to tourism.
There are 19 regional tourist associations, like the one | have
already referred to, and their mandate is to group together those
involved in tourism in their region, encouraging concerted efforts
and co-ordinating the devel opment and promotion of tourismin the
region. | believe they are doing this very successfully.

I will give as my example the Lower St. Lawrence region, the
one | represent here in the House of Commons. It is a region that
had problems 10, 15 or 20 years ago convincing tourists passing
through our region to stop and spend some time there, instead of
simply heading on to Percé and the maritimes. Creation of the
regional tourism association has realy borne fruit.

® (1255)

We eventually established tourism commissions in several mu-
nicipalities, participated in the effort to promote our tourist attrac-
tions, proposed nominees for national tourism awards across
Quebec, because there is a contest to choose the province's best
tourist businesses, and so on. Thanks to this promotion and
emulation, the Lower St. Lawrence has become amajor tourist area
in Quebec.

We have very distinctive attractions. For example, there is our
heritage. We have families that were among the first ones to settle
in Quebec, such as the L évesgues, the Ouelettes and the Pelletiers.
They organize family reunions in our region. These families have
been in Quebec for 250 or 300 years. They get together and tour our
heritage. We also have an extraordinary religious heritage. It isone
of the most vibrant in America, thus making it another interesting
attraction for those who come to visit us.
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In addition, we have a whole network of hotels and restaurants
with a well established reputation at the nationa level. | am
thinking of the hotel Lévesque and the hotel Université in Riviere-
du-Loup. These facilities can accommodate a fairly large number
of people and are nationally renowned for the high quality of the
food they serve.

We also have a network of inns and other attractions, including
ecotourism. Ecotourism is a sector promoted by Quebec with the
result that we now have a very good structure at the Canadian and
European levels, and we do not need a parallel structure.

In our region, ecotourism involves anything that has to do with
nature, including the St. Lawrence River. The new Saguenay—St.
Lawrence marine park will attract tourists from all over the world.
That is an interesting prospect. Mountain climbing is also becom-
ing apopular activity in Saint-André-de-Kamouraska, among other
places, which offer incredible opportunities.

Therefore, we made the lower St. Lawrence a reception area and
we established an area people want to visit in terms of new tourist
values and what they want to see. The result—and it is not just with
usasan ATR, but it applies to all regional tourist associations—is
the promotion of the appeal of these regions.

| think Tourisme Québec’s mandate already contains everything
necessary to ensure that we manage our tourism industry well.
When we look at the objectives of the bill, we realize that there is
duplication. Tourisme Québec talks of “‘orienting and co-ordinat-
ing public and private action in tourism’.

The board of directors they want to establish for the Canadian
tourism commission is the same sort of representation as for this
commission. They will select people representing a province from
within the population of the province, but these people may not be
the actual delegates of the province, and this fact may cause
problems.

The mandate of Tourisme Québec also provides for “‘the devel-
opment of a knowledge of tourist products and clients”. It is also
found in the mandate of the Canadian tourism commission as *‘to
support the improvement and devel opment of tourism’. | spoke of
this earlier: *‘to inform clientele on Quebec’s tourist products and
to develop and operate tourist facilities”.

We can see there are many things that are similar to the mandate
of the Canadian tourism commission. The federal government has
told us that it wanted to get out of this sector, but it is now
presenting a bill to establish the Canadian Tourism Commission.
Onewonderswhy. Thereason is stated under the second goal of the
act:

(b) market Canada as a desirable tourist destination;

We are talking here about tourism in Canada and from abroad.
That is a roundabout way to engage in propaganda.

The hidden motive of this bill is to promote and increase the
visibility of the federal government and to reinforce national unity,
one of the preferred themes of this government. | think it is going
beyond what is normal and acceptable.

The promotion of Canada that is being done by the federal
government in Canada does not deal only with tourist attractions,
but also with the value of Canada itself as a federation. That is a
way to compensate for the weaknesses in the operation of the
federation, all the more because this government lacks flexibility
and is unwilling to change.

Instead of trying to meet the needs of the various members of the
federation, it is content with setting up tougher hurdles in the path
of the sovereignist or nationalist movement in Quebec, which
should be able to expressitself and and develop to itsfull potential.
We see this in al the federal government’s areas of activity.

® (1300)

Today, the Canadian tourism commission is one more tool for
promoting the Canadian federal system. When the stated object is
to promote tourism within Canada, it is very clear that thisis the
goal.

If the bill had been limited to promoting Canadain international
markets, the tourism structures of each province might perhaps
have agreed to establish a common fund for international promo-
tion.

But when the government starts talking about a domestic
mandate, and tells us that the Canadian tourism commission will
organize and promote tourism within Canada, we know very well
that, further down theroad, the present Liberal government will use
these words in the hill as justification for promoting not Canadian
tourism but the Canadian federal system. | find this unacceptable.

The objects in the bill aso include the following:

(c) support a cooperative relationship between the private sector and the
governments of Canada, the provinces and the territories with respect to Canadian
tourism;

No account has been taken of what | mentioned earlier concern-
ing the tourism development policy of Quebec, which held a
tourism forum in 1997.

In the fall of 1996, the government held a summit on the
economy and employment. This was followed by a tourism forum
in March 1997, which brought together over 200 people represent-
ing all sectors, products and regions, as well as the main depart-
ments having anything to do with tourism. The forum produced a
number of observations, consensus, and various courses of action.

Quebec’s current tourism policy incorporates all the conclusions
of this meeting and the work done by the chair of tourism of the
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Université du Québec aMontréal at the forum, the consultations of
public departments and agencies by Tourisme Québec, and the
August 1997 consultation of the tourism industry.

So, the province of Quebec has come avery long way in terms of
tourism, thanks to atourism policy that makes sense and which has
concrete goals.

The policy includes the priorities and intervention strategies
developed by both the government and the industry in order to
ensure the growth of tourism businesses and to maximize the
contribution of the tourism industry to our economic, social and
cultural development in the year 2000.

We, Quebecers, have trouble feeling at home within the Cana
dian Tourism Commission. We do not really understand why the
federal government is promoting this vision of tourism develop-
ment.

Let usturn to the constitution of the Canadian Tourism Commis-
sion and its board of directors. There will be twenty-six directors,
including the federal deputy minister of Industry. The chairperson
and the president will be appointed for five years. Sixteen directors
from the private sector will be appointed by the industry minister
for a term of not more than three years, with the approval of the
Governor in Council and under the advice of acommittee set up by
the board of directors.

Seven of these 16 directors will be tourism operators and nine
will be private sector representatives. Seven public sector directors
will also be appointed.

This is a huge structure that will work in parallel with what we
already have in the province of Quebec. Again, we feel that our
money goes to finance two parallel operations, one from the
Canadian federal government and one from the Quebec govern-
ment. We do not need this kind of duplication. We know from
experience that this way is not right for us.

Clause 26(1) of the bill reads as follows:

26.(1) The Commission may enter into an agreement with the government of any
province or territory to carry out its objects.

This means that, before entering into an agreement with a
province, the Canadian Tourism Commission may want to make
sure that the goals of the agreement are in line with its own. These
goals might be different from those in the tourism policy of
Quebec.

The language issue also comes into play if we want to attract
French-speaking tourists to Quebec. It naturally appeals to people
from France, Africaand many other countries. There is atradition.
In setting up this service, we must make sure that we are not
required at the same time, under an agreement with the Canadian
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Tourism Commission, to pursue other goals in terms of mobility
and the clientele we want to attract, in return for benefits and funds.

® (1305)

In its present form, the bill contains many elements the Bloc
Quebecois finds unacceptable.

The government should take the time to go and see what isbeing
done in other jurisdictions, get reacquainted with the policy
developed by Quebec in the area of tourism development and look
at what has been accomplished in thisarea. If after that it still wants
to introduce ahill, it should be one that gives enough manoeuvring
room to those who are already organized in this regard, and makes
sure that they can access the necessary resources to implement
their own policy.

This sort of action, thisrecognition of Quebec’s dynamismin the
area of tourism development are not reflected in the Canadian
Tourism Commission Act. This leads the Bloc Quebecois to the
conclusion that it cannot support this bill in its present form.

It would need to be either referred to a committee for in-depth
examination or quite simply withdrawn, but it is totally unaccept-
able in its present form. It is unacceptable not only because it
requires many amendments, but also because its very basis, the
very mandate the government assigns to the commission, will not
yield satisfactory results for Quebec.

It is not worthwhile for Quebec to get involved in the action to be
carried out by the Canadian tourism commission under its present
mandate. Certainly, on the practical level, there can be areas of
co-operation, but in the long term there is no future for Quebec in
the way they want to organize tourism within the commission and
the way the present federal government perceives it.

There is one other aspect | want to address, which | have not
touched so far. It is one often found in legislation passed by this
government in recent years. This concerns the way accounts will
have to be rendered to the government by the commission. It is part
of a trend on the government side, and a fine example is the
millennium scholarship foundation. | use this as an example
because we had concrete information on it in the Standing Commit-
tee on Human Resources Development yesterday.

Two officials appeared before the Standing Committee on
Human Resources to speak on interventions in the field of educa-
tion, which is not under federal jurisdiction, but which the federal
government would really liketo invest in. | asked them if they were
aware of the differences remaining between the Government of
Quebec and the Government of Canada in resolving this issue.
They indicated that they were not.

The representatives of the department did not know what point
the millennium scholarship negotiations had reached. They were
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unableto tell us, because the foundation had inherited the mandate.
Thisis the same sort of situation we could end up with in the case
of the Canadian tourism commission and, furthermore, thisis an
area where little action may be taken.

Thisis an area where a lot of contracts are handed out. It is an
area where firms are told, for example, that the government wants
to establish trade policy to sell Canada on Asian or American
markets, and this sort of thing costs lots.

They could be sectors of activity where things must be done
properly, but because of the way in which the government opts out
of its responsibility for administering sums of money, there will be
an opportunity for patronage without any requirement for account-
ability before the House of Commons.

| think that even for afederalist, even for someone who thinks it
is agood idea for the Canadian tourism commission to invest in a
provincia sector, questions remain. Questions on the relevance and
fairness of making it very easy to reward one's friends.

® (1310)

I will conclude by stressing again that the Canadian tourism
commission does not have the proper mandate to adequately
promote tourism in Quebec.

We have developed tools to promote tourism in Quebec and we
have a concerted approach. While there can be levels of services,
common initiatives and exchangesin that area, there is no need for
a superstructure such as the Canadian tourism commission, which
will get involved in jurisdictions where Quebec is already very
active.

| think Quebecerswill see with thisinitiative, aswith others, that
Canadian federalism does not serve them properly, it does not
provide them with what they expect. For all these reasons, the Bloc
Quebecois will vote against the bill.

Mr. John Bryden (Wentworth—Burlington, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | am Canadian, | come from Ontario and | am an anglophone.

| often visit Quebec, and | redlly like Quebecers, their culture
and Quebec City. | am proud that the world’'s most beautiful
francophone region is a part of Canada. As a Canadian, as a
member of this House and as a colleague of the Bloquistes, | want
to tell everyone that Quebec is the world's most beautiful franco-
phone region.

| have a question for the hon. member: Why can we not share
with you and tell people that Quebec is one of the world's most
beautiful regions? | like that region, but unfortunately | do not
speak French very well. It isthefirst time| ask aquestion in French
in the House of Commons.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Mr. John Bryden: Thisis an important moment, because it isa
question that comes from the heart.

Mr. Paul Créte: Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the hon. member
for hisintervention in French. | have known him for severa years
now and | can tell he has made remarkable progress. | think he
deserves our congratulations.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Paul Créte: However, | think that he proved the point | was
making earlier. We are here to discuss the Canadian tourism
commission and its mandate but we just heard an intervention
aimed at selling Canada.

| am glad that the hon. member spoke in French. We understood
clearly that what he wastelling isthat, basically, the mandate of the
Canadian tourism commission is to promote Canada as a federa-
tion. That is what he said.

| respect his opinion, but | do not think that we need the
Canadian tourism commission to do that.

Asfar as beauty is concerned, | agree with him that Quebec is a
fantastic region, which is very unique in North America due to its
French speaking majority.

However, | do not think that there is only one French speaking
area in Canada. | believe that we are one of its two founding
peoples, one of its two distinct societies. We have aright to try to
find the best way to be represented within Canada, on large,
medium and small issues.

| submit, however, that the Canadian tourism commission is not
the good vehicle to sell our tourist attractions to the world.

® (1315)

We have developed all the tools we need to be able to do that
adequately. What we need much more from the federal government
isto project, outside Canada, the image of a country where thereis
a francophone people. If this were the image projected in al
Canadian embassies, it would make a much stronger contribution
than creating a tourism commission with a very large board filled
with the government’s friends. The fact isthat it will be able to get
federal money in a sector it has no business being involved in.

Two years ago, the federal government said in the throne speech
that it would get out of certain sectors, including tourism. Today, it
isintroducing a bill to establish the Canadian tourism commission.
Where is the logic? It is an unseemly action similar to the Prime
Minister's position on the issue of the majority.

We are used to dealing with such situations. Our only wish isto
end this debate by forming an economic partnership with Canada,
on an equal footing, wherewe will have control of al theleversand
where there will be no useless third party interventions.
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The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The member for
Scarborough Centre, on questions and comments.

Mr. Gilles-A. Perron: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point or order.
You have just recognized a member from across the way for
questions and comments. You are recognizing another member
from across the way. Isit two for one or three for one? I s that what
50% plus one means?

[English]

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Yes, it is. | must repeat
it in English just to be sure. Whenever there is a member from a
party contra to the party that has just made a discourse, the other
person will always be recognized before a member from the same

party.

The notion is debate, and there is much more likely to be debate
from an opposite point of view. It goes the other way around from
time to time.

Mr. John Cannis (Scarborough Centre, Lib.): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, for respecting the rules of the House. The member who
spoke on the bill said that they could not support the bill in its
current form. That does not surprise me because they would not
support it anyway, no matter what form.

Before | get on to my question, | was disappointed because the
member took this opportunity to take the bill in an entirely
different direction, which is unfair to the industry, unfair to us, and
unfair to the country. For years the member for Broadview—
Greenwood has been promoting tourism. | commend him for it. We
have been presenting it as a pan-Canadian initiative.

I compliment the member when he talks about the beautiful
areas of Quebec. | am very proud to say that my daughter will be
teaching French next year. We share its beauty and that of the rest
of Canada. On other hand, asthe CTC isunfolding | want to clarify
for members and the listeners out there that the Canadian Tourism
Commission was there, is there and will continue to be there.

It is a partnership agreement where the stakeholders comein and
provide financial support along with government appropriations
and proper accountability. The sad part | heard while listening, as
much as | heard many wonderful things, was the way it was
portrayed in terms of marketing Canada or promoting federalism.
The word propaganda was there. There is no propaganda when we
talk about the beauty of our country from coast to coast to coast,
helping small businesses grow, bringing about employment and
capturing the market.

Could the member tell me how the CTC, the government or any
Canadian, could prevent any French speaking individual from any
part of the globe from coming to Canada? That | cannot see.

Government Orders

® (1320)

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte: Mr. Speaker, the member says he is surprised
and that our party would vote against the bill in any case. | wishto
remind him that, in this House, the opposition party that has most
often voted with the government when bills were appropriate is the
Bloc Quebecais.

There is no way that we can be accused of not making a
constructive contribution to the debate. And as for the reason
behind our present position, we wonder why the government
introduced this bill. The provinces, and more specifically Quebec,
already have their own infrastructures, well developed tourism
networks, and strategies geared to the needs and characteristics of
their respective regions.

Thisis particularly true for Quebec, as| explained in my speech.
It hasapolicy, and it hasregional structures, in the form of regional
tourism associations. Tourism has taken off in Quebec in recent
years, sincewe pooled all our resources, and we do not see the need
for this kind of agency to help promote tourism in Quebec.

Would the needs of each of the provinces be better served by the
Canadian tourism commission, whose object is to promote several
competing tourism products? It will become a battle over whether
to put more money into promoting Ontario, New Brunswick or
Quebec, rather than letting each province organize its own tourism

supply.

This is not how tourism operates, and it brings politics into a
sector where it is not needed.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléelland): Unfortunately, the
time allotted for questions and comments has now expired.

[English]

Mr. Werner Schmidt (Kelowna, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | will
begin my debate by recognizing how significant is the tourism
industry. | commend the level of debate that has taken place up to
this point, especialy by the hon. member opposite when he said
how beautiful the provinces of Quebec and Ontario were, how
people move back and forth between them, and the significance of
tourism to them.

The constituency of Kelowna which | represent is actualy in
another world known as paradise. It isagreat and wonderful place.
It is a place that would stack up to anywhere. | notice an hon.
member clapping. | agree with him. It is a wonderful place.

This demonstrates that western Canada, Quebec and all the rest
of Canada benefit from tourism. We need to get together in this
whole operation. The part that bothers meis that we would use this
debate as some kind of a vehicle or wedge to drive between
Canadians. This should be a unifying activity, not a divisive one.
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Before | moveto the actua substance of the bill | would first like
to ask a question. Why has the bill come before us? The bill creates
atourist commission that already exists and will somehow create a
crown corporation. Why would this happen?

At the present time we have the Canadian Tourist Commission.
The bill will establish a crown corporation to be known as the
Canadian Tourism Commission, which is the same agency that
presently exists. If the name isthe same and if it issimply to create
a crown corporation for something we already have, what is
different?

| looked at the objectives of the corporation. The bill says that
the corporation shall sustain a vibrant and profitable Canadian
tourism industry. That is the first point. The second one is that it
shall market Canada as a desirable tourist destination. The third is
that it shall support a co-operative relationship between the private
sector and the governments of Canada, the provinces and the
territories, with respect to Canadian tourism. The final point is that
it shall provide information about Canadian tourism to the private
sector and to the governments of Canada, the provinces and the
territories.

® (1325)

These are wonderful objectives, but are they different or more
comprehensive than what exists at the present time with the
Canadian Tourism Commission? | went to the commission and
asked what was the issue. Here are the exact statements from the
Canadian Tourism Commission.

Asit exists at the present time the major purpose of the Canadian
Tourism Commission is to create a vibrant and profitable part of
the Canadian economy. Let me go back to the first objective of the
crown corporation: to sustain a vibrant and profitable Canadian
tourism industry. With the exception of one or two different words
the meaning is identical.

I will go to the next one. It states that the main thrust of the
tourist commission as it exists today is to position Canada as a
desirable destination to both international and domestic travellers.
If 1 look at the bill before usit states that its second objective is to
market Canada as a desirable tourist destination. What is the
difference? There is no difference.

Finally, the Canadian Tourism Commission asit existstoday isa
partnership among tourism industry businesses, provincial and
territorial governments and the Government of Canada. Lo and
behold the bill before us states that it shall support a co-operative
relationship between the private sector and the governments of
Canada, the provinces and the territories with respect to Canadian
tourism. The only difference isin the order in which the words are
presented.

| fail to see that the bill creates anything different from what we
have today, except the relationship with the government is a bit

different in the sense that it is now a crown corporation. It is
currently an agency within a department and under the bill it will
become a crown corporation.

| thought then if there is not a difference in the objectives
perhapsthere could be adifference in the preamble that gaveriseto
the hill. Very often it is in the preamble that we find the rationale
that givesriseto the bill. | examined it to see whether it materially
justified and created a solid, sound and very substantive reason for
the creation of a crown corporation. The preamble states:

Whereas the Canadian tourism industry is vital to the social and cultural identity
and integrity of Canada;

Whereas the Canadian tourism industry makes an essential contribution to the
economic well-being of Canadians and to the economic objectives of the
Government of Canada;

Whereas the Canadian tourism industry consists of mainly small and
medium-sized businesses that are essential to Canada's goals for entrepreneurial
development and job creation;

And whereasitisdesirableto strengthen Canada’'s commitment to Canadian tourism
by establishing aTourism Commission that would work with the governments of the
provinces and the territories and the Canadian tourism industry to promote the
interests of that industry and to market Canada as a desirable tourist destination;

Therefore, Her Magjesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate and House of Commons of Canada, creates an act. |
emphasize the last paragraph | just read. We have that, so what are
we doing here?

What on earth possessed whoever it is who had the audacity to
bring this matter to the House? Why would something like this be
done? We have the commission. We have the agency. We have the
minister. Now we are to do it al over again. How many different
ways is a spare tire put on a car?

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Perhaps that question
will be answered the next time the bill comes before the House
because the hon. member will have 13 minutes remaining. Unfortu-
nately there is no time to hear the rest of his comments today.

It being 1.30 p.m., the House will now proceed to the consider-
ation of Private Members Business as listed on today's order

paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

® (1330)
[English]
WITNESSPROTECTION PROGRAM ACT

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.) moved that
Bill C-223, an act to amend the Witness Protection Program Act
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and to make arelated and consequential amendment to another act
(protection of spouses whose lifeisin danger), be read the second
time and referred to a committee.

He said: Mr. Speaker, | will begin my remarks today by stating
that this is an exciting day for me. Although | have submitted
private members’ bills many timesin the past six years, thisis my
first bill to be deemed votable.

Bill C-223, an act to amend the Witness Protection Program Act
or the new identities act, as | have called it, attempts to accomplish
one thing, to save lives.

In my remarks today | will address the problem of domestic
violence in our society, the inadequacies of our present laws, the
current new identities program and explain the initiatives proposed
in Bill C-223.

Domestic violence is one of the most horrendous problems
facing our society. It is my opinion, and that of the hundreds of
women who have responded to thisissue, that domestic violenceis
indeed a national problem deserving increased attention from
parliament. | do not believe that we as parliamentarians have done
enough to address the violence that al too often occurs behind
closed doors. This is an issue that requires us to put aside our
partisan ways and address the true needs of those in danger.

Just listen to these statistics. In 1996, 21,901 cases of spousal
assault were recorded in a sample of 154 police departments across
the country. In 1996, approximately 80% of victims of criminal
harassment or stalking were women. Over half of al femae
victims of criminal harassment were harassed by ex-spouses or
other intimate partners.

Between 1977 and 1996, there were 2,048 spousa killings in
Canada. In over 56% of spousal homicides, investigating police
officers had knowledge of previous domestic violence between
victims and the suspects.

The process of eradicating domestic violence is not easy and |
am fully aware that process will take some time. In the meantime,
there are women and children in our country who live in fear for
their lives. When | began to research this issue | was shocked by
the lack of laws focused on preventing domestic violence and
spousal abuse. Aside from anti-stalking laws and restraining
orders, there are few remedies available. Most of the laws focus on
punishment for crimes committed and are often too late for
victims.

Such was the case for Mary-Lynne Miller from Dawson Creek in
my riding. In February 1997 Brad Neuman, Miller's former
common-law spouse while on praobation beat her into acomain her
own apartment. Mary-Lynne suffered on the floor with severe head
injuries for over 21 hours before getting medical attention. She
remains in a coma to this very day.

Private Members' Business

One of Neuman's probation conditions was that he was to have
no contact with Mary-Lynne Miller. Other than go into hiding,
Mary-Lynne could not ensure her own safety and paid a heavy
price. It was this case that really opened my eyes to the tragedy of
domestic violence. Sadly, there have been thousands of others

equally tragic.

In January of this year | was reading the Vancouver Province on
my flight from Vancouver to Ottawawhere | came acrossan article.
The story detailed a maverick program run by bureaucrats in the
Department of Revenue Canada, in conjunction with Human
Resources Development Canada, to provide new identities for
those people who find themselves in life threatening situations. It
allows them to change their names and social insurance numbersin
order to hide from an abusive spouse or former spouse.

The woman featured in the article had endured beatings, death
threats and emotional torture. The new identities program helped
her to relocate and get new documents. Unfortunately, her academ-
ic credentials were not transferable to her new identity nor was her
resume. This meant finding any job she could in order to support
herself and her child. When her husband caught her trail again she
would have to run and start the same panicked process of self-pres-
ervation over again.

® (1335)

After reading this article | felt frustrated and motivated to do
something. That iswhen | began to research thisissue to seek out a
solution. The result is the bill before the House today. Originally
numbered C-494 in the first session of this parliament, | sent copies
of this bill and background material to over 500 women's shelters
and transition houses across Canada seeking feedback and their
input.

What | got in return were letters of support; tragic, horrifying
personal stories and petitions signed by hundreds of people in
support of the bill. It was reassuring to know that those who deal
with the brutality of spousal abuse on a daily basis endorse the
principles contained in this hill.

This summer awoman contacted me after hearing about the bill.
She came into my office in disguise to tell mefirsthand the story of
her abuse. She has been on the run from her former husband for
over 10 years. She and her son live in a constant state of readiness
to move. Just this fall her husband, through a private investigator,
found them again. The threat of violenceis so severe that her son’'s
school was put on lock down to assure his safety.

She has been harassed, stalked, beaten, permanently disfigured
and threatened with death. It is hard to believe that these are
Canadian citizens living in such fear in this very country.

Without a new identify, this woman is positive that her former
husband will kill her. Even though he has had several restraining
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orders filed against him there, is little that can be done until he
decides to strike again.

As | mentioned earlier in my remarks, the new identities
program is an ad hoc program providing assistance to those in
need. However, the program is not well known and operates
without a mandate or formal funding.

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize the tremendous
service that the bureaucrats in these departments have undertaken.
These individuals went far and beyond their job descriptions to
help those in need. They exemplify the true meaning of the term
“public servants”.

| believe that the witness protection program is the natural home
for new identities. Women brought into the program will benefit
from the expertise and knowledge of the RCMP who aready
relocate crown witnesses. All law enforcement agencies across the
country are connected electronically, granting access to this pro-
gram from the most remote reaches of Canada.

By bringing the new identities program under the Witness
Protection Act, | believe we can do more for these women and their
children. The Witness Protection Act defines protection as includ-
ing relocation, accommodation and change of identity, as well as
counselling and financial support.

This program is not for everyone. In fact the exact oppositeisthe
reality. The new identities program is an escape of last resort for
those who the law has failed and are in fear for their lives and the
lives of their children.

| listed earlier the tremendous sacrifices undertaken to change
one's identity. However, there are some in our society who would
try to use such a program for ulterior motives. To ensure this does
not happen there is alist of factors or criteria to be considered for
admission into this program: the nature of the risk to the security of
the person would be assessed; alternative methods of protecting the
person without admission into this program would be considered;
the nature of the injuries suffered by the person or the severe
psychological damage inflicted by the spouse and any criminal
history; the circumstances that cause the spouse to believe that
their life isin danger would obviously be assessed; and, such other
factors that the commissioner of the RCMP would deem relevant. |
believe that the criteriaare fair and will ensure that those who truly
need the program will have access to it.

Canadais supposed to be the best country in the world in which
to live. But for women living in fear from abusive spouses, it is a
hell on earth.

| fully realize that according to the standing orders | can speak
for 20 minutes when moving a votable hill. Certainly thisissuch a
tragically vital bill | could not do the subject proper justice if |

spoke all day. However, | believe in my heart that this issue is
non-partisan and is of such a nature that | will limit my remarksin
order to alow more members to participate in this important
debate.

® (1340)

In closing, | call on al members to support this bill. It is but a
first small step that we can take to provide protection to those most
needing our help.

[Translation]

Mr. Jacques Saada (Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor
General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise to speak on Bill
C-223, an act to amend the Witness Protection Program Act.

Asmy hon. colleague said afew minutes ago, this bill transcends
political issues and is totally non partisan. Our government whole-
heartedly supports any measure to ensure the protection of people
whose lives and sometimes the lives of their children are being
threatened by a spouse or a former spouse. Nobody can really
disagree with that.

[English]

Thisis an issue that this government has taken very seriously. A
joint federal, provincial and territorial process has been in place for
a number of years. It is caled new identities for victims in life
threatening relationships. It was devel oped under the leadership of
Human Resources Development Canada.

In situations where there is no other viable alternative, this
initiative offers persons in life threatening relationships the oppor-
tunity to change their identities to avoid serious or fatal harm. In
short, it does what Bill C-223 seeks to do. But the new identities
initiative does so in a manner which, | would submit, is more
acceptable.

[Translation]

I will come back in a little while to the advantages of the new
identities initiative compared with the provisions of Bill C-223, but
first, | want to address in a broader way this issue of establishing
new identities as a way to ensure the protection of victims of
domestic violence.

Given new identities to victims of life threatening domestic
violence is an extreme measure that, for obvious reasons, can only
be used under exceptional circumstances and as a last resort.

New identities may ensure better protection, but do come with
many problems. The people being given new identities must leave
their community and break with their family and their friends. And
where children are involved, things get a lot more complicated.
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[English]

Nevertheless, although it is a matter of last resort, establishing a
new identity is sometimes necessary. Since 1992 the joint federal,
provincia and territorial new identities initiative has helped some
203 victims and is proving to be a very useful method of providing
an additional measure of safety to those who are most at risk.

In a number of respects, Canada is a the very forefront of
nations in its response to conjugal violence. The new identities
initiative is one of the areas where we are at the cutting edge. |
understand that International Social Services Canada has made
inquiries and found no other similar initiative in any other country
except for the beginnings of adightly similar processin the United
States. As such, Canada has much to be proud of.

[Translation]

That said, we can and must do more. Education, counselling,
prevention and other social service measures are essential if we are
to do away with family violence. When all elsefails, we must take
steps against the violent partners.

The federal, provincia and territorial partners have already
worked on the development of a new identity program. There is
always room for improvement, but we do not need to reinvent the
wheel. We need to build on what is aready established.

There are a number of unsettled questions. In particular, thereis
the need for more forma co-ordination of the new identities
program, a process in which, | would remind hon. members, the
federal, provincia and territorial governments participate.

We also need to examine the dligibility criteria and issues
relating to mobility, aswell as the matter of the financing of afully
operative program.

® (1345)
[English]

All these issues require consultation and co-ordination. The
issue of responding to spousal violence is one that is a shared
responsibility for governments at al levels.

| am pleased to report that officias are already examining
possible improvements to the new identities initiative. This month
a federal-provincial-territorial working group has begun consulta-
tions to address the very questions that | have just raised.

[Translation]

That brings me to the question before the House, that is Bill
C-223, whose object is to amend the Witness Protection Program
Act so that situations of family violence would come under it.

Private Members' Business

The witness protection program, run by the RCMP, is used to
protect certain individuals who help in the application of the law.
A perfect example is the case of witnesses asked to testify in trials
involving organized crime. So, naturaly, this program concerns
specific situations linked particularly to the application of the law.

The process of establishing a new identity is a separate program
run jointly by governments. It applies to situations and persons
other than those who come under the witness protection program.

In essence, Bill C-223 would incorporate the security measures
provided in new identities into the Witness Protection Program
Act.

[English]

The issue before us is not whether we should seek to ensure that
safety and security measures for victims of spousal violence are the
best they can be. Similarly, the issueis not whether we should take
steps to build upon processes such as new identities. The issue is
what steps should be taken. My view is that Bill C-223 simply is
not a proper step.

As| have indicated, there are anumber of specific questions that
must be addressed if we are to build upon the excellent initiatives
that have already been developed. Bill C-223 does not answer the
questions or address the issues that must be examined. For those,
consultations are necessary. The process of holding these consulta-
tions has been put in place and is currently getting under way.
Proceeding with Bill C-223 would undercut thisimportant process.

[Translation]

| admit that one of the solutionsthat could be considered in order
to increase protection for victims of domestic abuse would be to
incorporate the new identities process into the Witness Protection
Program Act.

However, it is clear from preliminary consultations with various
interested agencies, including victims' rights groups, that including
the protection of spouses in the Witness Protection Program Act is
not the best solution.

Before any thought is given to this option, the complex underly-
ing issues must be resolved, particularly as regards the services
available to victims and the co-ordination of action by the federal,
provincial and territorial governments.

[English]

| am saying that very sincerely. | respect the initiative taken by
the hon. member. | share the objective that is pursued with this
initiative. These goals are fundamental, but the importance of this
issue makes it necessary that we not take hasty steps. We must
consult with those involved. We must avoid imposing top down
solutions that may undercut what has aready been built. The
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working group now in place must be allowed to consider all the
dimensions of the problem without being locked into one single
solution. For these reasons | do not support Bill C-223.

Before | conclude, it is important to note that yesterday was the
United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Violence
Against Women, and also the opening day of the white ribbon
campaign commemorating the tragic killings of women in Mon-
treal a few years past. It is so very fitting that we have had the
chance today to address an issue as important as conjugal violence
within this context.

® (1350)

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
it is a pleasure to rise again on behaf of the PC Party and my
constituents of Tobique—Mactaquac.

Let me begin by stating that | have somewhat mixed reactions
with regard to this bill. At first glance | felt that this was a very
important bill and | had hoped for it to receive positive consider-
ation from all members of this House. However after more careful
review, it is evident that this bill is an attempt to enact legislation
that already exists.

The PC Party supports the premise behind this bill. The PC Party
has been consistent in its support of law and order, the protection of
society and victims rights. Other than the specific reference to
spousal protection, every other amendment already exists in the
current legidation. If the Reform Party feels that it is necessary to
amend the legislation and make specific reference to the protection
of spouses, then we will not oppose it.

The bill itself will provide for the establishment and operation of
aprogram to enable certain personsto receive protection in relation
to certain inquiries, investigations or prosecutions and to enable
certain spouses whose life is in danger to receive protection.

The proposed legidation, like that of the current legislation, will
protect those in society who are willing to come forward and testify
against offenders who have the means to exact retribution from
their accuser, even from ajail cell. The special mention of spouses
recognizes a common occurrence that has affected spouses of the
accused in a negative manner.

Presently the criminal code states that we cannot force someone
to testify against his or her spouse. Rightly or wrongly, one could
argue that this is one of the more noble sections of the criminal
code. Still the section has created problems for the justice system
and the spouse of an accused offender.

In many cases the spouse of an accused offender often possesses
the most intimate knowledge with regard to the accused. Such
knowledge often includes information that police and prosecutors
need to obtain a conviction, yet spouses cannot be compelled to

testify against each other. This limitation for prosecutors can create
real problems in securing a conviction.

Bill C-223 recognizes that there are spouses who are willing to
testify against their partners. It also recognizes that the testimony
of spouses is often required to bring some of the country’s most
notorious criminals to justice. It aso recognizes that many of these
criminas have the means at their disposal to intimidate their
spouse through threats of bodily harm, harm to their children, et
cetera. This intimidation can be initiated by the accused or by
supporters of the accused. The intimate knowledge that spouses
have can also be used to the advantage of the accused. The accused
involved in these kinds of cases often possess knowledge of many
effective scare tactics to use on their spouse.

In an attempt to correct this longstanding problem, the witness
protection program was created. Itsrole is to provide protection, a
change of identity and location in exchange for testimony against a
dangerous criminal. This protection is offered to everyone, includ-
ing spouses. This is the reason | question the need to make
amendments for the inclusion of spouses. They are aready in-
cluded. If the House feels that such an amendment is necessary, our
party will not oppose it.

With regard to witness protection, we do not know much about
the program other than the basic facts. The RCMP does not provide
any more information than is required under Bill C-78 which was
passed in 1996. This legidlation set out clear rules for witness
protection but in the interests of safety, required only the disclosure
of basic data

What we do know is that in trials where witness protection is
needed, the testimony often comes from victims of the accused.
Thus, the disclosure of more than the basic data could place at risk
the lives of these people.

The witness protection program is not much of a reward for
helping to place a criminal behind bars. However, through the
valiant efforts of the RCMP in this secretive operation, the
witnesses in this program are at least safe from criminal retribu-
tion. In recent years, thanks to the Liberals' soft approach to crime
and the gouging of RCMP budgets, all aspects of crime prevention
have suffered. This includes the witness protection program.

As Canadians are seeing the proliferation of crimina gangs
across the country and increasing high tech crimes, drug smuggling
and money laundering, we know that it is no longer the individual
crimina who must be stopped but the entire organization to which
the individual belongs.

Under the Liberal government, Canada has become a favourite
home for organized crime. As | stated previously, when dealing
with a criminal involved in organized crime, one deals with the
entire organization. If a witness were to come forward to testify
against the accused, he or she may suffer repercussions from the
entire organization.
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® (1355)

Unlikein the movies, the organized crime groups of today do not
subscribe to any code of honour. In many casesif aperson agreesto
testify against one of their members, they will do their best to
ensure that the person does not make it to the courtroom. Without
witnesses, there is no case.

| feel that Bill C-223 helps bring attention to this fact but it
would be easier to simply deal with the problem under the current
act. Bill C-223 will change the name of the witness protection
program to the witness and spousal protection program.

Similar to the current act, Bill C-223 will promote law enforce-
ment by facilitating the protection of persons who are involved
directly or indirectly in providing assistance in law enforcement
matters where the witnesses and spousal witnesses believe on
reasonable grounds that their lives are in danger due to their
testimony.

The term spouse will include a former spouse and a person who
has cohabited with another person in a conjugal relationship for a
period of not lessthan one year. We agree that the term spouse must
be liberally applied so as to offer protection to all those who could
be adversely affected.

We also recognize that there will be those who will attempt to
enter the program but do not need this sort of protection. Thus,
before a witness or a spouse can be placed in this program, they
must be recommended by a law enforcement agency and the
commissioner of the program must review the recommendation.

Finally, an agreement has to be made between the witness or
spouse and the commissioner setting out the obligations of both
parties.

These are al positive steps but they already exist in the current
legidation.

In the specific case of the spouse, section 7 of the act is amended
to allow for the consideration of the following factors to determine
whether a spouse should be admitted to the program:

(a) the nature of the risk to the security of the spouse;

(b) the nature of the injuries caused to the spouse or the severe psychological
damage inflicted on the spouse by the other spouse and the criminal record, if any, of
the other spouse;

(c) the circumstances that cause the spouse to believe that the spouse’s life isin
danger;

(d) alternate methods of protecting the spouse without admitting the spouse to the
Program; and

(e) such other factors as the Commissioner deems relevant.

These are al sensible recommendations that | feel will protect
those who need protecting while eliminating from the process those
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who would abuse it. Once again, | must state that the current
legidation deals with such criteria for people in general.

Accountability is built into the selection process as it was in the
previous legislation for cases of refusal. In these cases the commis-
sioner shall provide the law enforcement agency with written
reasons to enable the agency or witness or spouse to understand the
basis for the decision.

To sum up, | would like to thank the member for Prince
George—Peace River for bringing the bill forward. | feel that itisa
good hill asit indirectly brings light to the lack of funding from the
federal government for matters of public safety. It reinforces the
existing efforts of law enforcement to ensure that witnesses will not
be intimidated while performing their public duty. We must ensure
that criminals cannot exert a negative influence on our courtrooms
and on our society in general.

Bill C-223 does not change the existing legislation. Yet if the
debate shows that the House is in favour of specific spousal
protection, the PC Party will have no problem in supporting the
bill.

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | rise in support of Bill C-223.

| congratulate my colleague from Prince George—Peace River
for taking aleadership role in this very important issue. Like many
of us, he has seen the result of spousal violence and it is avery sad
thing indeed.

My colleague has brought this bill forward because thisissue is
not formalized within the current statutes of the land and therefore,
people are falling between the cracks. Furthermore there is not an
opportunity for people whose lives are being threatened and whose
children’s lives potentially are being threatened to be aware of and
access this type of program. That is the only reason this bill is
being put forth.

If the government is really interested in this as it has expressed
today, then members should stand in the House and say they will
support and enact the elements of Bill C-223 so that people who are
living in fear for their lives will be protected.

® (1400)

The ad hoc situation right now is okay, but it is not entirely
acceptable. There is much more that can be done and the bill
enables us to do it.

Thisis an issue of the protection of innocent people. If a spouse
isin fear of his or her life, we cannot empathize with the person
unless we have been in such a situation to express stark terror.

My colleague who spoke earlier in the House mentioned her
friend who travelled al over the world to get away from a spouse
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who was terrorizing her. Indeed she feared for her life. She had to
go to China. She had to go to other parts of the world. She could not
useacredit card. She could not even make a phone call back home
because there was no way she could be protected in Canada. What a
sad reflection on our laws that they cannot protect people and their
children who are being subjected to this type of terror.

| aso draw attention to an important issue that needs to be told.
It is politically incorrect to say so but | think we need to talk about
it. | am referring to the fact that spousal violence affects men and
women. Clearly there are women who are violated, but there are
also men who are violated. It isimportant to put it in the context of
a genderless issue. Spousal violence is wrong regardless of who
happensto be on either side. A man or awoman can beavictim and
the assaulter can be a man or a woman. We have to bear that in
mind so that we establish a series of lawsthat will befair regardless
of gender and that the issue can be based on the people involved.

| would also like to speak about how we can deal with preventing
spousal violence. We do not mention heading it off at the pass.
Right now police officers have a very difficult time protecting a
person at home who is terrorized and whose life isin danger. Does
somebody’s jaw need to be broken or does somebody need to be
assaulted in an egregious fashion or even killed before the police
act? Currently all too often we find that issues of spousal violence
are swept under the carpet and that not enough protection is given
to the spouse involved.

Shelters exist to protect people, in this case it is usually women,
but they are underfunded and there are not enough of them to
handle the situation. Furthermore the Reform Party believes that
the courts and the system in place now do not do enough to protect
that person whose life is terrorized.

| also draw attention to something very exciting that | learned
about recently, the issue of victims rights. Premier Harris is often
accused of being a conservative person, somebody with whom we
would see eye to eye on many principles as a provincial Conserva-
tive in Ontario. He is accused of not really caring and being right
wing.

The office of the Attorney General of Ontario has set up, with
Scott Newark and Sharon Rosenfeldt, the first victims rights
element of an attorney genera’s office in the country. No other
province has one and it is possible that no state in the United States
has such an organization. Mr. Newark and Ms. Rosenfeldt are out
there trying to ensure that victims rights are an integral element in
the court system of Ontario.

| hope the government will work with the Attorney Genera of
Ontario and in fact spread that message across the country so that
people living in other provinces and territories will have an
opportunity to have access to the benefit of what is going on in
Ontario. It is very exciting. It will formalize and put victims rights

into the courts system so that victims will finally have a place in
the system, will have their rights protected, and will have access to
the care and treatment they require when they engage in the
rehabilitation their souls require after being victimized. It isavery
constructive program. | would strongly encourage the government
to take a look at it and spread the word to the other provinces.

Another issue raised earlier by one of my colleagues was that of
the RCMP. The province of British Columbia has a very serious
situation on its hands. Right now there is a severe lack of RCMP
officers, asthere are in other provinces. This situation will only get
a lot worse in the future.

® (1405)

The population of RCMP officersis aging. When we look at the
demands placed upon them and our needs in the future, we will
have a shortfall far in excess of what we have today. This is a
serious situation. How can we hope to be able to enforce the law if
we do not have enough police officers out there to do the job?

The solicitor general has spoken about this matter from time to
time, but we have not heard any constructive solutions that will
enable the RCMP to get the resources or have the numbersin its
ranks to do its job. That is not happening now. We would be happy
to work with members on the other side to make it areality for al
Canadians.

Anocther issue | want to talk about is Correctional Service
Canada. A serious issue in British Columbia was recently brought
to my attention. Because of cost cutting, | would imagine, many or
most of the anger management counsellors, psychologists, and
such attached to the prisons are being replaced with correctional
officers who have one or two weeks of training. Correctional
officers do an excellent job, a difficult task at that, but they are not
counsellors.

We are cutting our noses off to spite our faces. If we do not allow
the penal system to have the anger management counsellors, the
psychologists and the drug rehabilitation experts who deal with the
people once they are in jail and with those factors that contributed
to their coming in front of the judicial system, then those released
from jail will be worse off than they when came in. We will be
releasing people who have a much higher chance of engaging in
another criminal act, only to be put through the courts again. Not
only isthis utterly expensive, but it is a so inhuman to the Canadian
public. It is unworkable.

Again | ask the Minister of Justice to work with the solicitor
general and to work with their provincial counterparts, particularly
those in the province of British Columbia, to make sure that we
reverse this trend and that the correctional system will have the
capability of hiring those people who are an essentia part of the
rehabilitation process.

The last issue | would like to address is the issue of organized
crime. The Reform Party has been pushing the government for
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many years to take some immediate and urgent action to deal with
organized crime. More than half the crimein the nationisrelated in
some way to organized crime. An example of smuggling people
was raised earlier, which is attached to organized crime. In many
cases in British Columbia it is attached to Chinese gangs.

We hardly heard anything from the government on the issue of
how to deal with organize crime. Again | ask the Minister of
Foreign Affairsto work with the Minister of Justice to call together
other nations in the world suffering from a similar problem to
develop a rules based method and a system of attacking organized
crimina syndicates which are multinational in nature.

Also on the issue of crime prevention | bring to the attention of
the minister the head start program, which is exceptionally good at
preventing crime, and the work of the National Crime Prevention
Council..

In closing, | compliment the member for Prince George—Peace
River for putting together Bill C-223. Members on the other side
mentioned that they were sympathetic toward it. We ask that the
government act and act now before more victims show up on our
doorstep.

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
am please to have the opportunity to address Bill C-223, an act to
amend the witness protection program. | acknowledge the initiative
of the member for Prince George—Peace River in bringing the
issue before the House for consideration.

The bill seeks to address the protection of spousal abuse victims
under the witness protection program. There is no doubt that the
victims of spousal abuse are in an extremely difficult and some-
times even life threatening situation.

Asall of usare aware most of the victims are women. Often their
children are involved as well. Addressing their needs and ensuring
their safety have involved many agencies in our communities:
government and social services, law enforcement, and as voluntary
and non-profit organizations.

While the federal government has an important role to play in
thisregard, it ismy view that the safety of victims of spousal abuse
will not be improved by going forward with the measures under
Bill C-223 at this time.
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In order to explain why Bill C-223 is not the right initiative let
me first say a few words about the Canadian witness protection
program. The program is managed by our national police force, the
RCMP It has become an important weapon in the law enforcement
arsenal of investigative techniques. Its primary use has been to
protect witnesses who may be at risk because they assisted with
police investigations.
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When it was formalized into legislation in 1996, it was enacted
as a federa government initiative in partnership with provincial
and territorial governments and law enforcement organizations to
combat organized crime. Historically witness protection programs
are most closely associated with the investigation of organized
crime. As most of us know, organized crime covers a broad range
of criminal activity, including large scale drug trafficking, murder,
serious assault, money laundering and extortion, and robbery. As
often as not, these crimes go hand in hand with the use of fear and
intimidation to ensure the silence of potential witnesses and
informants.

However, witness protection today has a broader application. A
disturbing trend in recent years has been the use of fear and
intimidation by lone criminals. These people are willing to go to
any length to avoid conviction or to extract retribution from
witnesses. As a consequence there are a growing number of people
who need protection as a result of their roles in cases that have
nothing to do with organized crime.

To deal with this growing need for witness and informant
protection in response to the increased enforcement priority placed
on fighting major national and international drug trafficking orga-
nizations, the RCMP source witness protection program was
started in 1984. It was the forerunner of the legidative program
now in place.

The current program offers protective services to provincial and
municipal police forces across Canada. While many of these police
forces rely entirely on the RCMP for witness protection services,
some of the larger police departments also have their own witness
protection initiatives. Obviously not every witness qualifies for
witness protection despite numerous serious assaults that take
placein Canada each year. The RCMP and other police forces must
exercise care and good judgment when deciding who is eligible for
witness protection and who is not.

Over the years witness protection programs of the RCMP and
other police departments have become highly effective enforce-
ment tools against criminals who previously were able to use
threats and violence against witnesses as a meansto avoid prosecu-
tion and conviction. Witnesses and informants who assist the police
are an invaluable asset to the criminal justice system and in many
cases their testimony cannot be replaced by any other investigative
means.

Thisis especially truein drug enforcement. Here the availability
of the RCM P witness protection program has prompted informants
and witnesses to come forward to assist the police and to testify in
court against major national and international drug traffickers.
These witnesses have provided crucial firsthand information to
further investigations which otherwise would have been obtained at
considerable cost in police resources, human or otherwise, or not at
all.
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Major police investigations often require the police to use a
wide variety of investigative techniques. A witness protection
program is one of the most sensitive of these techniques. Witness
protection is not a cure for violent crime or organized crime, but
it is an important tool that is being used for law enforcement
investigations, one that has been of major help to police in fighting
organized and serious crime in Canada. For that reason | do not
think the special needs of the victims of family violence would
best be addressed by simply tacking spousal safety measures on
to this law enforcement program as suggested by Bill C-223.

Family violence is more than just a law enforcement issue.
While enforcement certainly plays a role in addressing the prob-
lem, family violence is a problem that Canadians have aso
addressed through social services such as counselling to ensure the
well-being of spousal abuse victims and their families. A response
of this kind is not within the normal domain of a police adminis-
tered witness protection program.

The federal government currently addresses family violence
through a number of programs in place. In addition, the national
strategy on community safety and crime prevention has funded
several community programs to address the problem. The federal
government has renewed its commitment to reduce family violence
in Canada. The family violence initiative promotes public aware-
ness of the risk factors of family violence and the need for public
involvement in responding to it.

The initiative has strengthened the ability of the criminal justice
system and the housing system to respond. It supports data
collection and research and evaluation efforts to identify effective
interventions. It is an initiative that marks a new stage in federa
efforts to reduce family violence. The issue of family violence has
been integrated into ongoing programs in many government de-
partments. We have learned that the best way to address family
violence is to support a common vision and a co-ordinated
approach.
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This does not mean, of course, that we can ignore the very real
security issues that arise in spousal abuse situations. These issues
must be addressed as part of a co-ordinated approach.

| am pleased to say that there is, in fact, a national initiative in
place to assist certain spousal abuse victims. It has been devel oped
with provincial and territorial partners under the leadership and
co-ordination of Human Resources Development Canada. The
initiative is called the “New ldentities Program” and it is for
victims of life threatening relationships.

This initiative allows a chance for abused spouses and their
children to start new lives in greater safety and security. Various
measures taken under this process are designed to help remove

those at risk from the access of their abusers and to ensure that their
safety and security is maintained. It is, of course, a measure of last
resort, since removal of the victims can create hardships on the
victims themselves. It isonly used in exceptional cases where other
safety measures have been or will be inadequate.

Our present day responses to spousal abuse can always be
improved, but | believe that the specific measures under Bill C-223
are not the best way to do this. While the proposals in Bill C-223
may appear to offer a response to the immediate security concerns
of spousal abuse victims, it may not best serve their interests when
there are other more appropriate and viable alternatives possible.
These alternatives, which build on what is already in place, must be
pursued.

Among the possible alternatives is that some future connection
to the witness protection program may be considered. However, the
various alternatives must be fully evaluated together and should be
allowed to evolve out of the current spousal security measures.

We should not predetermine a single choice and implement it
through an unco-ordinated mingling of different initiatives. Let us
not forget the role of the provinces and territories in this matter.
Providing support for victims of family violence includes impor-
tant elements faling under provincial jurisdiction.

Provincial consultation and co-ordination are absolutely vital to
the success of additiona efforts in this area. Of course, we also
cannot forget the needs and concerns of those who would be
directly affected, the family violence victims themselves. Estab-
lishing a new identity is only part of the solution and it cannot be
considered separately from other needs.

Human Resources Development Canada is taking steps to im-
prove the new identities program. It has established a working
group that includes the provinces and territories to examine
possible changes and suggested improvements in consultation with
victims' groups.

The federal government is seeking to improve Canada’s re-
sponse to family violence. We do that through our family violence
initiative. We do it through our national strategy on community
safety and crime prevention and we do it through what Human
Resources Development Canada is doing right now.

| believe our best optionisto let existing programs and processes
continue their excellent work. We should support those efforts
currently under way.

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it isinteresting that the government talks about
these interesting programs. It is interesting that the Liberals have
shown such concern for children in the Speech from the Throne. It
is interesting that the government professes to be so concerned
about women’s issues.
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Yet, we heard the government member say “‘Let the programs
do their job. They are working well”. | would suggest that they
are not working well because people do not even know these
programs exist.

There were three issues that surprised me when | became a
member of parliament six years ago which concern the number of
individuals who haveissues they cannot deal with and who have no
idea where to go.

The first issue was that when people are being harassed and
threatened by Revenue Canada, they have no idea how to fight the
taxman. It is very difficult for most Canadians to use the very
expensive court process and legal process to fight their own
government.

The second issue was the number of concerned fathers who came
to my office because they had lost access to their children. The
courts would not recognize that they had any right to continue to be
fathers and to have access to their children.

The third issue was the number of women who came into my
office with horrific examples of what they had to put up with, and
there was no protection for them from spousal abuse. A number of
women had tried to use the legal process. A humber of women had
goneto court to get restraining orders. They found, usually through
a violent episode, that restraining orders really do not mean a
wholelot. Those restraining orders do not allow anybody to protect
them from somebody physically threatening their life or abusing
them physically.

® (1420)

The courts are not in a position through restraining ordersto deal
with this. The police are not in a position through restraining orders
to deal with this. There is nothing in legislation that gives the
courts or the police away to offer these women and children away
out.

| am sure that | do not stand alone as a member of parliament in
having these women and fathers come into my office. Some of the
situations that the women find themselves in are horrific. One
woman came in who had been stabbed seven times by her previous
spouse. The court would not find that it was attempted murder. He
was charged and convicted of assault. She could not even have him
incarcerated for a long period of time to give her some freedom
from worrying about her life and the lives of her children, because
it was becoming threatening to them as well.

| do not know how many members of the House have heard
stories of women who are trying to remove themselves from these
situations, who are trying to find safe havens. Having gone on a
ride along with the RCMP | know they do their best in driving by
these safe homes for women, the hostels that are set up so that
women have a place to go when they leave their homes. They have
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to find safe havens for themselves and their children in circum-
stances of abuse. | know that the police try their best.

However, in Montreal an ex-spouse actually went into a hostel,
into a women's shelter, and shot his wife dead, so even those
shelters cannot provide a safe haven for women who are afraid for
their lives.

We had an incident in Vernon, B.C. where a spouse not only
murdered his wife, but her whole family. | believe there were seven
or eight people whom he managed to wipe out in that one event.

| have to ask myself why the government cannot see that until we
have specific legidlation that the courts can refer to, that the police
community can refer to, there will not and cannot be a safe haven
for women who are trying to remove themselves from this constant
threat of violence.

Can a government that professes to be so concerned about the
children of Canada not realize that with these women are usually
children, children who may have been abused by their fathers or
mothers, and if not abused then they are certainly part of this threat
of violence to their mothers, this threat of death to their mothers?
These children are being uprooted and moved from community to
community. They cannot stay in the same school for any length of
time. They cannot keep the same friends. They may not even be
allowed to have an association with their extended families. They
live in a constant state of fear and mobility. For a government that
is so concerned about the welfare of the children of this country, we
would think that it would see the need to have some statutory
protection, some vehicle by which the courts and the police
community could direct women who are in such fear for their lives.

This is not something that women would do or that families
would do for a lark. For people to give up their security within a
family unit must be very, very hard indeed. They give up the
stability of that history. They do not have a background to fall back
on. They give up their identity. For people to give up these things
for long periods of time cannot be easy. This is not something that
would be abused. This is something that would be used as a very
last resort by persons who have no other options.
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| do not see why it should be so daunting for the government to
consider a legislative remedy to protect women and children.
Perhaps some men might be in the same position, but | think we all
recognize that the majority of people who may find themselves in
this position are women and possibly the children with them. | am
sure that most members in the House have examples to support
why this bill is badly needed by society.

Asin most cases, the government is reluctant to take a bold step
forward. It says that we cannot use the witness protection program
because it is outside the limits and because witness protection is
used to further the investigative arm of the police department.
Why can that not be changed?
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Why can the aspect of protection programs not be expanded to
recognize that there are more people in society who may need
protection, who may need identity changes and the start of a new
life than people who are going to be ratting on someone in a court
of law? Why can it not be expanded? The government has
expanded other legislation to broaden its dimensions. Why can the
legidation not be broadened?

We have heard that the government feels that the program, which
is ajoint program between the Minister of Finance and, | believe,
human resources, is working just fine. | suggest that it is not
working just fine. Most women who are afraid for their lives do not
know about the program. How are they supposed to find out about
it? The police do not even know about it.

| have talked to the prosecutor’s office in Surrey. There are
working groupsthat are trying to deal with thisissue. | do not recall
hearing this program mentioned.

The people who are trying to find an answer for women who are
in distress and who are looking for a safe haven do not know about
the program and the police departments are not aware of it.
Therefore how can they refer families to it? How can the people
who are looking for answers and help know about it?

If the government is serious about protecting the children and
women who are fearful for their lives, then the government has the
responsibility to do something about it. And it should not just study
it for another 10 or 15 years.

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | will
use the two minutes remaining to quickly clarify some of the things
that were spoken about this afternoon.

There has been some discussion about whether or not we need
this bill. Let me clarify what the hon. member from Prince George
is attempting to to with the hill.

This bill on the RCMP witness protection program serves as a
last ditch safety net for spouses in cases where counselling and
crimina law measures have proved ineffective, with the result that
their very lives are in danger. Specia protection is allowed for
witnesses who are in jeopardy because of involvement in police
activity but interestingly enough, we do not have any vehicle for
spouses to access that same protection. We can protect witnesses
but not spouses who are subject to violent abuse. The addition in
this bill would allow spouses to access that kind of protection.

| appeal to the House. We have heard some people say that we do
need thisbill and others say we do not need it. Clearly we do need it
and | support the bill. The best thing we can do when this comesto
avote, which it will, isto passthehill, get it into committee and get
this clarified so that we do not Ieave the door open for more harm
and damage to families and spouses.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member for
Calgary Centre will have approximately eight minutes when next
the bill comes to the House.

The time provided for the consideration of Private Members
Business has now expired and the order is dropped to the bottom of
the order of precedence on the order paper.

It being 2.31 p.m., the House stands adjourned until Monday
next at 11 am., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2.30 p.m.)
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Matapédia— Matane .. ..... Quebec ............. BQ
Thornhill .................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Sherbrooke ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford  Ontario ............. Lib.
Cumberland — Colchester ... NovaScotia ......... PC
Lethbridge ................ Alberta.............. Ref.
OttawaWest — Nepean ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Outremont................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Guelph— Wellington... .. . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Richmond ................. British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies Quebec ............. Lib.
Athabasca ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Saint-Maurice ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Frontenac— Mégantic . . .. .. Quebec ............. BQ
Renfrew — Nipissing—
Pembroke ................. Ontario ............. Lib.
Bourassa .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
DonValleyEast............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Thunder Bay — Superior
North ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
HamiltonEast.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Mount Royal .............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Kamouraska— Riviére-du—
Loup — Témiscouata—
LesBasques ............... Quebec ............. BQ
EtobicokeNorth............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Delta— South Richmond ...  BritishColumbia .. ... Ref.
LavalCentre............... Quebec ............. BQ
VancouverEast ............ British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Portneuf................... Quebec ............. BQ
LavaEast................. Quebec ............. BQ
Churchill .................. Manitoba............ NDP
Lotbiniére ................. Quebec ............. BQ
SimcoeNorth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vancouver South — Burnaby  BritishColumbia ... .. Lib.
Saint—Laurent— Cartierville.  Quebec ............. Lib.
Vaudreuil — Soulanges ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Brasd' Or — CapeBreton ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
St.John'sEast ............. Newfoundland . ... ... PC
Thunder Bay — Atikokan ... Ontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Drouin,Claude. . ... ..o Beauce.................... Quebec ............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING .. ...ttt e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—dea—

Chaudiere ................. Quebec ............. BQ
DUDE JEAN . ... Madawaska— Restigouche..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Duceppe, GIlles . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie. . . .. Quebec ............. BQ
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic

Diversification)(Francophonie) ................ ... ... ... .... SaintBoniface ............. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
DUMas,MaUriCe . ... ..o Argenteuil — Papineau —

Mirabel ................... Quebec ............. BQ
DUNcan, JONN ... .. Vancouver ISand North . . . .. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
EBarle, Gordon . ...t HalifaxWest ............... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ................. PrinceEdwardIdland . Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence ............ YorkCentre ............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Elley,Reed ... ..o Nanaimo— Cowichan ... ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Epp, Ken .o Elkidand ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Finlay,John .. ... Oxford.................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Folco,Raymonde ........... ..o LavaWest ................ Quebec ............. Lib.
Fontana, JoB . ... London North Centre ... .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Forseth,Paul . ... NewWestminster —

Coquitlam — Burnaby ...... BritishColumbia . . . .. Ref.
Fournier,Ghiglain .............. ... Manicouagan .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (M ulticulturalism)(Status of

WOMEBN) .o Vancouver Centre .......... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Saint—L éonard — Saint—

SEIVICES . . ot Michel .................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Gagnon, Christiane . ....... ..ottt Québec ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Gallaway,ROgEr ... .. Sarnia— Lambton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Gauthier,Michd ......... ... ... . Roberval .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Gilmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo— Alberni ........ British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Girard-Bujold,Jocelyne. . ... Jonquiére.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Godfrey, John. .. ... DonValeyWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Godin,MauriCe . ... ..o Chéteauguay ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Godin, YVON . ..o Acadie— Bathurst ......... New Brunswick . ..... NDP
Goldring, Peter .. ... EdmontonEast............. Alberta.............. Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister

responsiblefor the CanadianWheatBoard ..................... Wascana .................. Saskatchewan. ... .. .. Lib.
GOUK, JIM . K ootenay — Boundary —

Okanagan ................. BritishColumbia . . . .. Ref.
Graham, Bill .. ... ... Toronto Centre— Roseddle . Ontario ............. Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ......................... WindsorWest.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Grewal, GUIMaNt . . ...ttt e e e SurreyCentral ............. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Grey,Deborah . ... ... Edmonton North ........... Alberta.............. Ref.
GroSE, IVaN ... Oshawa ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Gruending, Dennis . ........... Saskatoon — Rosetown —

Biggar .................... Saskatchewan........ NDP
Guarnieri,Albina........ ... MississaugaEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . ... Laurentides................ Quebec ............. BQ
Guimond,Michel ... ... ... ... Beauport — Montmorency —

Cote—de—Beaupré— lle-

dOrléans.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Hanger, Art ... CalgaryNortheast .......... Alberta.............. Ref.
Harb,Mac . ... OttawaCentre.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Hardy, LOUISE. . ... Yukon .............oo... Yukon ............. NDP
Harris,RichardM. ....... .. ... . Prince George — Bulkley

Valley .................... British Columbia . .. .. Ref.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihdlla .... BritishColumbia ... .. Ref.
Harvard, John . . ... Charleswood St. James —
Assiniboia................. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
Harvey, André ... ... Chicoutimi ................ Quebec ............. PC
Herron, John . .. ... Fundy —Roya ............ New Brunswick ...... PC
Hill,Grant . ... Macleod .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Hill,day .. Prince George — PeaceRiver  BritishColumbia . ... . Ref.
Hilstrom,Howard ...........ccciiiii e Selkirk — Interlake .. ....... Manitoba............ Ref.
Hoeppner, JakeE. . ... ... Portage— Lisgar........... Manitoba............ :_\?gf
Hubbard,Charles. ... Miramichi ................. New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury
Board . ... Trinity — Spadina.......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand
NorthernDevelopment ............... i, Provencher ................ Manitoba............ Lib.
Jackson, OVid L. ... Bruce—Grey ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Jaffer, Rahim ... ... Edmonton — Strathcona .... Alberta.............. Ref.
Jennings,Marlene ........... ... . Notre-Dame-de-Grace—
Lachine ................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin. ............... Alberta.............. Ref
JONES, JIM .. Markham.................. Oontario ............. PC
JOrdan, JOB ... ... Leeds— Grenville ......... Oontario ............. Lib
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy ............ ... . i Nunavut .................. Nunavut ............ Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Keddy, Gerald . ..... ... SouthShore ............... NovaScotia ......... PC
Kenney,Jason . ..........oiii Calgary Southeast .......... Alberta.............. Ref.
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Blackstrap . ................ Saskatchewan. .. ..... Ref.
KeYes, Stan . ... HamiltonWest ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Kilger,Bob . ... Stormont — Dundas —
Charlottenburgh . ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .. Edmonton Southeast . ... . ... Alberta.............. Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ............ Elgin— Middlesex— London Ontario ............. Lib.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert .............. Saskatchewan......... Ref.
KraftSloan, Karen . ...t YorkNorth ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Laliberte,Rick ... Churchill River ............ Saskatchewan........ NDP
Lalonde FranCing ...t Mercier ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lastewka,Walt . . ... St.Catharines .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... .. Joliette . ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond ......... ...t Verdun — Saint-Henri . ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain............oii i Chambly .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government inthe
Houseof COmMmMONS. . ... Scarborough — Rouge River Ontario ............. Lib.
Lefebvre REean ... .. ... Champlain ................ Quebec ............. Ind.
Leung, Sophia ...... ... Vancouver Kingsway ....... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Lill,Wendy . ... Dartmouth................. NovaScotia ......... NDP
Limoges, RICK . ... ... Windsor — St.Clair ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Lincoln, Clifford . ..... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ........... Quebec ............. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Whitby — Ajax ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Loubier, YVan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe— Bagot ... Quebec ............. BQ
Lowther, Bric . ... CalgaryCentre ............. Alberta.............. Ref.
LUNN, GaIY ..ot Saanich— GulfIdlands .. ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor General of Canada ............ Cadigan .................. PrinceEdwardIsland . Lib.
MacKay,Peter ... ... . Pictou — Antigonish —

Guysborough .............. NovaScotia ......... PC



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Mahoney, Steve . ... ..o MississaugaWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . ... Bramalea— Gore —
Malton— Springdale . .. .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justiceand
Attorney Generalof Canada. . ... Erie—Lincoln ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Mancini, Peter . ... . Sydney — Victoria .. .... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .......................... OttawaSouth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Manning, Preston, Leader of theOpposition....................... Calgary Southwest ... ....... Alberta.............. Ref.
Marceau,Richard . ............. ... ... Charlesbourg .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . QuébecEast ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Mark, INKy ... Dauphin— SwanRiver .. ... Manitoba............ Ref.
Marleau, Hon.Diane . . ...t Sudbury ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca... BritishColumbia .. ... Ref.
Martin,Pat . ........ .. WinnipegCentre ........... Manitoba............ NDP
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard .......... Quebec ............. Lib.
Matthews, Bill . ... Burin— St. George's .......... Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... . ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole .. ... Edmonton Southwest . ... ... Alberta.............. Ref.
McCormick,Larry ....... ..o Hastings— Frontenac —
Lennox and Addington. . .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
McDonough, AleXa. . ... Halifax.................... NovaScotia ......... NDP
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand
Agri—Food ... Egmont ................... PrinceEdward Island . Lib.
McKay,John . ... ScarboroughEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of
Canada. . ... EdmontonWest ............ Alberta.............. Lib.
McNally,Grant . ... Dewdney — Alouette .. . . ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
McTeague,Dan ....... ..o Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge Ontario ............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted . ... VancouverQuadra. .. ....... British Columbia . . ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ......... ... ... . Hochelaga— Maisonneuve.. Quebec ............. BQ
Mercier,Paul ........ ... . Terrebonne— Blainville .... Quebec ............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... South Surrey — White
Rock —Langley ........... British Columbia . .. .. Ref.
Mifflin,Hon.Fred . ... Bonavista— Trinity —
Conception ................ Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the
Whole . ... Kingstonandtheldands .... Ontario ............. Lib.
Mills, BOb . ..o RedDeer .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Mills, DENNIST. ...t Broadview — Greenwood ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation .......... Beaches— East York ....... Oontario ............. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Devel opment)(Federal
Economic Development Initiativefor Northern Ontario) ......... Parry Sound — Muskoka.... Ontario ............. Lib.
MOITISON, LeB . . ..o CypressHills— Grasslands..  Saskatchewan. ....... Ref.
MuUISE, MarK . ..o WestNova ................ NovaScotia ......... PC
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
MYErs, LYNN ... Waterloo— Wellington ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern
Development . ....... ... Kenora— Rainy River . .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Bellechasse— Etchemins—
Development) . ... Montmagny — L’Idlet .. .... Quebec ............. Lib.
NUNZIata, JONN .. .. York South— Weston ... . ... Oontario ............. Ind.
Nystrom, Hon. Lorne ... Regina— Qu'Appelle ...... Saskatchewan. .. ..... NDP

O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheries
ANAOCEANS . ..ottt et Labrador .................. Newfoundland . ...... Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
O Brien,Pat ... London — Fanshawe ....... Ontario ............. Lib.
OReilly,John ... .. Haliburton — Victoria—
Brock .................. L Ontario ............. Lib.
Obhrai,Deepak . ..... ... CalgaryEast ............... Alberta.............. Ref.
Pagtakhan, Rey D. .. ... ... i Winnipeg North— St. Paul .. Manitoba............ Lib.
Pankiw, JIM ..o Saskatoon — Humboldt . .. .. Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ~ Brome— Missisquoi ....... Quebec ............. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ............... ... ... L. NiagaraCentre ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works
and Government SErVICES . . . ... e vt MississaugaCentre ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Patry,Bernard . ........ ... Pierrefonds— Dollard ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver ................ Alberta.............. Ref.
PeriC, Janko . ... Cambridge ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Perron, GIllEeS—A. .. ... Riviére-des-Milleles. . .. .. QuebeC ............. BQ
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial
INSLtULIONS) . ... oo Willowdale ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade ........... Papineau— Saint-Denis .... Quebec ............. Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National
Revenue ........ ... HamiltonMountain ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... Drummond ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry . ... Chatham — Kent Essex ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFals............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS .. ... Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet —
Bécancour................. Quebec ............. BQ
Power,Charlie ....... ... St.John'sWest............. Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Pratt, David . ...t Nepean— Carleton .. ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Price, David . ... Compton — Stanstead .. . . .. Quebec ............. PC
Proctor, DicK . ... Paliser.................... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Proud, GEOrge . ......oi Hillsborough .............. PrinceEdwardIdland . Lib.
Proulx,Marcel ........ ... Hull — Aylmer ............ Quebec ............. Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...ttt SaultSte. Marie ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Redman, Karen ... KitchenerCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reed, Julian ........ .. Haton .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reynolds, John. ... ... West Vancouver — Sunshine
Coast ........cooiiiii BritishColumbia . . . .. Ref.
Richardson,John . ..... ... Perth— Middlesex ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops, Thompson and
HighlandValleys........... British Columbia . .. .. NDP
RItZ, GOITY Battlefords— Lloydminster .  Saskatchewan........ Ref.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .. s Westmount — Ville-Marie .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . . Burnaby — Douglas . ........ British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ............. Quebec ............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . ... ......................... EtobicokeCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada Brossard— LaPrairie. ... . .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Repentigny ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... Kelowna .................. British Columbia .. ... Ref.
Scott, HON. ANy . ... Fredericton ................ New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ..., British Columbia . . ... Ref.
SEKOra, LOU ..o Port Moody — Coquitlam —
Port Coquitlam ............. BritishColumbia . . . .. Lib.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— Cochrane... Ontario ............. Lib.

SOrO, JUAY . . e YorkWest................. Oontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Shepherd, Alex . ... Durham ................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat .............. Alberta.............. Ref.
S0lomON, JONN . . ..o Regina— Lumsden — Lake
Centre .................... Saskatchewan. . .. .. .. NDP
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Haldimand — Norfolk —
Trade .. ..o Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural
RESOUICES . ..o Algoma— Manitoulin . .. ... Ontario ............. Lib.
StHilaire,Caroline. ... Longueuil ................. Quebec ............. BQ
St-Jacques,Diane ... ..o Shefford .................. Quebec ............. PC
SEIUHEN, GUY e Abitibi — Baie-James—
Nunavik .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine. . ... Northumberland............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human Resources Development .. . .. Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap ... ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
Stoffer, Peter .. ..o Sackville— Musguodoboit
Valley — EasternShore ... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValey .............. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Szabo, Paul ... ... MississaugaSouth .......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship
and Immigration . . ... Kitchener — Waterloo . .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof the
Whole ... Saint-Lambert ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Thompson, Greg . ... .o New Brunswick Southwest ..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the
Environment ... Burlington................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Tremblay,Stéphan ......... ... i Lac-Saint=Jean ............ Quebec ............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne ............c i Rimouski — Mitis.......... Quebec ............. BQ
Turp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.... Quebec ............. BQ
Ur,Rose-Marie ... Lambton — Kent —
Middlesex ................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Valeri, TONY ... Stoney Creek .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . . ... ... PrinceEdward — Hastings .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Vautour, ANQela. . . ..o Beauségour — Petitcodiac ... NewBrunswick ...... PC
VEIacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............... Saskatchewan. ... .... Ref.
Venng Piermrette . ... Saint—-Bruno — Saint—Hubert  Quebec ............. BQ
Volpe, JOSEPN . . ..o Eglinton — Lawrence. . ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest . . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ... Winnipeg North Centre ... ... Manitoba............ NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ................. New Brunswick . ..... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... EsseX ... Oontario ............. Lib.
White, Randy . ... ... Langley — Abbotsford . . . . .. British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver ........... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs .. Nipissing.................. Oontario ............. Lib.

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic
Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Nameof Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary — NoseHill .................. Ref.
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l Ref.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol Ref.
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Ref.
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton — Strathcona .............. Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... Ref.
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ref.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
Manning, Preston, Leader of the Opposition . ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay — Columbia................ Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of theEnvironment ............................. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta— South Richmond ............. Ref.
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . ................ Vancouver South— Burnaby .......... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... Ref.
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam — Ref.
Burnaby ...
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni .................. Ref.
GOUK, JIM Kootenay — Boundary — Okanagan ... Ref.
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... Ref.
Harris, Richard M. .. ... .. Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... Ref.
Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihalla .............. Ref.



Name of Member

Political

Hill, Jay
Leung, Sophia
Lunn, Gary
Martin, Keith
Mayfield, Philip
McNally, Grant

MCEWhINney, Ted . . . ... e

Meredith, Val
Reynolds,John...........................
Riis, Nelson

Robinson, Svend J. .............. ... . .....
Schmidt, Werner
Scott, Mike
Sekora, Lou

Stinson, Darrel
Strahl, Chuck
White, Randy
White, Ted

MANITOBA (14)

Alcock, Reg, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for
Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs.............................

Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Blaikie,Bill ................ ... .. ...
Borotsik, Rick
Degjarlais,Bev

Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic

Diversification)(Francophoni€)
Harvard, John
Hilstrom, Howard
Hoeppner,JakeE. .......... ... ... ... ..

Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

Development
Mark, Inky
Martin, Pat
Pagtakhan,ReyD. ........................
Wasylycia-Leis, Judy

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier, Gilles
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Minister of Labour
Dubg Jdean ..............ciii..
Godin,Yvon. ...
Herron,John.............................
Hubbard,Charles.........................
Scott, Hon. Andy
Thompson, Greg

Constituency Affiliation
Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... Ref.
VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
Saanich—Gulfldlands ............... Ref.
Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. Ref.
Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. Ref.
Dewdney — Alouette . ................ Ref.
VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
South Surrey — WhiteRock — Langley  Ref.
West Vancouver — SunshineCoast . . . .. Ref.
Kamloops, Thompson and Highland NDP
Valleys ...
Burnaby —Douglas .................. NDP
Kelowna ................ooociit Ref.
Skeena. ... Ref.
Port Moody — Coquitlam — Port Lib.
Coquitlam ..................... .
Okanagan—Shuswap ................ Ref.
FraserValey ........................ Ref.
Langley — Abbotsford . ............... Ref.
NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Winnipeg— Transcona . .............. NDP
Brandon—Souris.................... PC
Churchill ............................ NDP
SaintBoniface .............. .. ... Lib.
Charleswood St. James— Assiniboia ... Lib.
Selkirk — Interlake . .................. Ref.
Portage—Lisgar..................... Ind.

Ref.

Provencher ........... ...t Lib.
Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... Ref.
WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Winnipeg North— St. Paul ............ Lib.
WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP
Tobigue— Mactaquac ................ PC
Moncton — Riverview — Dieppe ...... Lib.
Madawaska— Restigouche............ PC
Acadie—Bathurst ................... NDP
Fundy —Royal ...................... PC
Miramichi ................ .. ... ... Lib.
Fredericton ...................oiit Lib.
New Brunswick Southwest ............ PC
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VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beauséjour — Petitcodiac ............. PC
Wayne ElSie. . ... SaintJohn ........................... PC
NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
Baker, Hon. George S., Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) . ..ot Gander — GrandFals ................ Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . oottt Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St.George’'s . ................ Lib.
MiIfflin, Hon. Fred . ..o Bonavista— Trinity — Conception .. . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans... Labrador ............................ Lib.
Power,Charlie . ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt . . ... Kings—Hants....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland— Colchester ............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... Brasd'Or — CapeBreton ............. NDP
Barle, Gordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore .................cint. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou — Antigonish — Guysborough .. PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney — Victoria ................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . . ..o Halifax...........oooiiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
Stoffer, Peter . ..o Sackville— Musguodoboit Valley — NDP
EasternShore ........................
NUNAVUT (1)
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ......... ... Nunavut ............................ Lib.
ONTARIO (103)
AdamS, PEtEr . ... Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAAOUN AN, SarKiS . . . ..o BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . ... LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier, Colleen . . ... BramptonWest — Mississauga. . . ... .. Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Timmins— JamesBay ................ Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage ......... Ottawa— Vanier ..................... Lib.
Bellemare, Eugéne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation . Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan — King—Aurora ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ...... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.

Brown, Bonnie, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Oakville..............cooiiiint, Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth— Burlington ............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ..., Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . .. Dufferin— Peel — Wellington— Grey .  Lib.
Cannis, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry . ..................... ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, Elinor, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration .......................... Thornhill ............. ... ... ... Lib.
Carroll, ATLEEN ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest — Nepean ............... Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ....... ... Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke . . . .. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ...t DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e Thunder Bay — Superior North ........ Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Cullen, Roy, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Finance ....................... EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers,Paul ... ... SimcoeNorth ........................ Lib.
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport .................. Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ...........cooiiiiiin... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford ... Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, JONN . . . DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre— Rosedale ........... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................c i i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ............ Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Jackson, OVId L. ..o Bruce—Grey ...l Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
KOV ES, AN . . .o HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont — Dundas— Charlottenburgh  Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary toPrimeMinister .......................... Elgin— Middlesex—London ... ...... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . . ... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of

COIMIMONS . . o ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Limoges, RICK .. ... .o Windsor —St.Clair .................. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Labour . .................... Whithy — Ajax ...................... Lib.
MahoNeY, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . .. ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton — Lib.

Springdale............. ...l

Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

Of Canada . . ... Erie—Lincoln ...................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry ................ . i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marleau, HON. Diane . . . .. ..o e Sudbury ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and Lib.

Addington............ ...

MceKay, JONN .. ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan . .. ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge . .. ...... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
MIllS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation ........................ Beaches— EastYork ................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Development)(Federal Economic

Development Initiativefor NorthernOntario) ...t Parry Sound — Muskoka. ............. Lib.
MUITAY, L8N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.
MYEIS, LYNN .« e Waterloo— Wellington ............... Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ...... .. Kenora— RainyRiver ................ Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e e York South—Weston ................ Ind.
O BIHEN, Pat . ... London —Fanshawe ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Haliburton — Victoria— Brock . . ... ... Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ....... ... i NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Worksand

GOVErNMMENESEIVICES . ..ottt e e e e MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ................... L Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue ............ HamiltonMountain ................... Lib.
PiCKard, JBrTY . Chatham — KentEssex ............... Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . .. ... Nepean— Carleton................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen .. ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton ..., Lib.
Richardson, JOhn . . ... Perth— Middlesex ................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . .. .......... ..o EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— Cochrane ............. Lib.
SO0, JUAY . . e YorkWest. ...t Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haldimand — Norfolk — Brant ........ Lib.
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources........... Algoma— Manitoulin ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, HON. Christine . . . . ... e Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment ................... Brant ............c Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.  Kitchener— Waterloo ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of theEnvironment ............ Burlington........................... Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAlE . .. e Lambton — Kent — Middlesex ........ Lib.
VA, TONY . Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
VOIPE, JOSEPN . . .o Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib.
WIlTEIt, BIrYON ..o OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiit. Lib.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs ................ NipisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ......... ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor Generalof Canada .. ........................ Cadigan ............coiiiiiiiia Lib.
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . . .. Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, GEOIgE . ... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
QUEBEC (75)
Alarie HEBNE. . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccoouioi... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond — Arthabaska.............. PC
Bachand, Claude . .. ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Ahuntsic ............... .. ... Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ... ... . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres— Les—Patriotes ............ BQ
BENiEr, YVaN . .o Bonaventure— Gaspé— Tles—deda— BQ
Madeleine—Pabok ..................
Bertrand, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence........... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, PIETe . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cardin, SErgE . .ot Sherbrooke ................ BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of State
(Economic Development Agency of Canadafor the Regionsof Quebec) ......... Outremont........................... Lib.
Charbonneau, Y von, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health . ................ Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ..................an. Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . .. ...ttt e e Frontenac— Mégantic ................ BQ
Coderre, Denis, Secretary of State (Amateur Sport) . ... Bourassa ..., Lib.
CotlEr, INWIN L MountRoyal ........................ Lib.
Cré&te, Paul ... .. Kamouraska— Riviére-du—Loup — BQ
Témiscouata— LesBasgues . ..........
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ............. . i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... o LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, NiCK . ... ..o Vaudreuil — Soulanges ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ottt e e e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—-de-la—Chaudiere. . . . .. BQ
Duceppe, GIlleS . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUIICE . . . o e et Argenteuil — Papineau — Mirabel .. ... BQ
Folco,Raymonde . ....... . i LavalWest ...............cooiiii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain .. ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard — Saint—Michel ........ Lib.
Gagnon, ChIiStiang . .......o.i i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ................coooiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..o e e e e Laurentides................ ... BQ
Guimond, Michel .. ... . Beauport — Montmorency — Cote-de-  BQ
Beaupré— lle-d’'Orléans..............
Harvey, ANAre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... PC
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace— Lachine .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Laurin ReNG . . .. Joliette . ... BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... ... i Verdun— Saint-Henri ................ Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ

LefbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... Ind.
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Lincoln, CHfford . ...... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
LOUDIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. QuébecEast ......................... BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........... .. ..o ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne— Blainville .............. BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) .. . .. Bellechasse— Etchemins— Lib.
Montmagny — L’Islet ................

Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs .............. Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Patry, Bernard ... ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Paron, GIllES—A. . .. oo Riviere—des-Mille-iles................ BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade . ........................ Papineau— Saint-Denis .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . .. ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet— Bécancour . BQ
Price, David . ... Compton— Stanstead ................ PC
Proulx, MarCel ... ... Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible

forlnfrastructure ... ... Westmount — Ville-Marie ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor Generalof Canada . ............ Brossard— LaPrairie................. Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .......... ... PC
SEIUHEN, GUY ..o Abitibi — Baie-James— Nunavik. .. . ... Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint—=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNe . .. ... .o Rimouski — Mitis.................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Bruno — Saint—Hubert .......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Balley, ROy ... o Souris— MooseMountain ............ Ref.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . ......... ... Wascana ..........ccooviiiiiiiin.... Lib.
Gruending, DenNiS .. ... Saskatoon — Rosetown — Biggar ... . .. NDP
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ... Ref.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ Ref.
Laliberte, RIiCK . ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . e CypressHills— Grasslands. . .......... Ref.
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE ... . e Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... Ref.
Proctor, DICK . ... Paliser..........coo i NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords— Lloydminster ........... Ref.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — LakeCentre. . . .. NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..o e e e Wanuskewin. .............coovvnnn... Ref.

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON .o NDP
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES

(As of November 26th, 1999 — 2nd Session, 36th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Sue Barnes Vice-Chairs: John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Claude Bachand Jim Gouk David Iftody John O’ Rellly (16)
Raymond Bonin lvan Grose Nancy Karetak—Lindell Mike Scott
Paul DeVillers Louise Hardy Gerad Keddy Guy St—Julien
Ghidain Fournier
Associate Members
Carolyn Bennett Pierre de Savoye Maurice Godin Gilles Perron
Cliff Breitkreuz Gordon Earle Dick Harris Daniel Turp
René Canuel Reed Elley Rick Laliberte Maurice Vellacott
Serge Cardin
Bill Casey
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chair: John Harvard Vice-Chairs: Murray Calder
Howard Hilstrom
Hélene Alarie Odina Desrochers Joe McGuire Gerry Ritz (16)
Mark Assad Gar Knutson lan Murray Paul Steckle
Rick Borotsik Larry McCormick Dick Proctor Rose-Marie Ur

Garry Breitkreuz

Associate Members

Peter Adams Michelle Dockrill Lynn Myers Greg Thompson
Roy Bailey Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Lorne Nystrom Myron Thompson
Leon E. Benoit John Maloney John Solomon Suzanne Tremblay
Rick Casson Lee Morrisson Guy St-Julien Daniel Turp
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chair: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairs: Inky Mark
DennisJ. Mills
Mauril Bélanger Pierre de Savoye Rick Limoges Alex Shepherd (16)
Paul Bonwick John Godfrey Eric Lowther Caroline St—Hilaire
Cliff Breitkreuz Wendy Lill Mark Muise Bryon Wilfert
Sarmite Bulte
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Paul Forseth Benoit Sauvageau
André Bachand Serge Cardin Christiane Gagnon Guy St—-Julien
Claude Bachand Antoine Dubé Rick Laliberte Suzanne Tremblay
Carolyn Bennett Maurice Dumas Peter MacKay Daniel Turp
Rick Borotsik Gordon Earle Louis Plamondon Elsie Wayne
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CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Chair: Joe Fontana Vice-Chairs:
Steve Mahoney
Rob Anders John Bryden Patrick Martin David Price (16)
Jean Augustine Sophia Leung John McKay Jack Ramsay
Bernard Bigras Rick Limoges Pauline Picard Andrew Telegdi
Paul Bonwick
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Gordon Earle Réal Ménard Suzanne Tremblay
Serge Cardin Louise Hardy Deepak Obhrai Daniel Turp
Libby Davies Francine Lalonde Diane St-Jacques
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Chair: Charles Caccia Vice-Chairs:
Karen Kraft Sloan
Rick Casson Nick Discepola Joe Jordan David Pratt (16)
Marlene Catterall Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Walt Lastewka Julian Reed
Dave Chatters John Herron Peter Mancini Paddy Torsney
Jean-Guy Chrétien
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Louise Hardy Guy St-Julien
Peter Adams Chuck Cadman Rick Laliberte Peter Stoffer
Hélene Alarie Serge Cardin Clifford Lincoln Stéphan Tremblay
Leon E. Benoit Aileen Carroll David Price Daniel Turp
Bernard Bigras John Duncan Nelson Riis
FINANCE
Chair: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice-Chairs: Nick Discepola
Richard M. Harris
Scott Brison Albina Guarnieri Richard Marceau Karen Redman (16)
Roy Cullen Sophia Leung Lorne Nystrom Monte Solberg
Ken Epp Yvan Loubier Gary Pillitteri Paul Szabo
Roger Gallaway
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Joe Fontana Gary Lunn Benoit Sauvageau
Rob Anders Paul Forseth Peter MacK ay Werner Schmidt
Carolyn Bennett Christiane Gagnon Alexa McDonough Alex Shepherd
Rick Borotsik Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Bob Mills John Solomon
Pierre Brien Monique Guay Lynn Myers Guy St—-Julien
Serge Cardin John Herron Gilles Perron Stéphan Tremblay
Joe Comuzzi Dale Johnston Pauline Picard Daniel Turp
Odina Desrochers Jim Jones Charlie Power Tony Valeri
Norman Doyle Jason Kenney Nelson Riis

Antoine Dubé

Rick Limoges
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chair: Wayne Easter Vice-Chairs: John Duncan
Carmen Provenzano
Sarkis Assadourian Claude Drouin Bill Matthews Lou Sekora (16)
Gérard Asselin Bill Gilmour Lawrence D. O'Brien Paul Steckle
Yvan Bernier Nancy Karetak—Lindell Charlie Power Peter Stoffer

John Cummins

Associate Members

Gilles Bernier Ghislain Fournier Svend J. Robinson Mike Scott
René Canuel Yvon Godin Yves Rocheleau Suzanne Tremblay
Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield

SUB-COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE AND OCEANSACT
Chair: Carmen Provenzano

Yvan Bernier Bill Gilmour Charlie Power Peter Stoffer 5)

FOREIGN AFFAIRSAND INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Chair: Bill Graham Vice-Chairs: Colleen Beaumier
Deepak Obhrai
Sarkis Assadourian Francine Lalonde Bob Mills Yves Rocheleau (18)
Jean Augustine Diane Marleau Denis Paradis Bob Speller
André Bachand Ted McWhinney Bernard Patry Darrel Stinson
Maud Debien Fred Mifflin Svend J. Robinson

Associate Members

Claude Bachand Rick Casson Gurbax Singh Malhi Nelson Riis

Eleni Bakopanos Paul Créte Richard Marceau Alex Shepherd
Eugéne Bellemare Maurice Dumas Keith Martin John Solomon
Carolyn Bennett Raymonde Folco Patrick Martin Diane St-Jacques
Bill Blaikie Gurmant Grewal Paul Mercier Chuck Strahl
Sarmite Bulte Jim Hart Lee Morrison Stéphan Tremblay
Murray Calder Jason Kenney Lorne Nystrom Suzanne Tremblay
Serge Cardin René Laurin Pauline Picard Daniel Turp
Aileen Carroll Sophia Leung Charlie Power

SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Chair: Colleen Beaumier

Jean Augustine Eugéne Bellemare Maud Debien Svend J. Robinson 9
Eleni Bakopanos Aileen Carroll Keith Martin Diane St-Jacques
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
TRADE DISPUTES AND INVESTMENT

Chair: Sarmite Bulte
Sarkis Assadourian Bill Blaikie Richard Marceau Alex Shepherd 9)
André Bachand Murray Calder Deepak Obhrai Bob Speller

HEALTH
Chair: Lynn Myers Vice-Chairs: Reed Elley
Ovid L. Jackson
Yvon Charbonneau Bill Matthews Bernard Patry Greg Thompson (16)
Christiane Gagnon Ted McWhinney Karen Redman Rose-Marie Ur
Gurmant Grewal Réa Ménard Paul Szabo Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Keith Martin
Associate Members

Carolyn Bennett Pierre de Savoye Grant Hill Pauline Picard
Bernard Bigras Michelle Dockrill Sophia Leung Guy St—Julien
Serge Cardin Jocelyne Girard-Bujold John Maloney Suzanne Tremblay
Jean-Guy Chrétien John Herron Bob Mills Daniel Turp
Libby Davies

HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES

Maurice Vel lacott
Bryon Wilfert

Diane Ablonczy
Bonnie Brown
Paul Créte

Chair: Peter Adams Vice—Chairs:
Jean Dubé Dale Johnston
Raymonde Folco Judi Longfield
Christiane Gagnon Larry McCormick
John Godfrey Rey D. Pagtakhan

Libby Davies

Carolyn Bennett

Yvan Bernier

Bernard Bigras

Serge Cardin

Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
Bev Degjarlais

Michelle Dockrill

Norman Doyle

Antoine Dubé

Maurice Dumas
Jocelyne Girard-Bujold
Yvon Godin

Peter Goldring

Deborah Grey
Monique Guay

Ovid L. Jackson

Associate Members

Joe Jordan

Nancy Karetak—Lindell
Wendy Lill

Eric Lowther

Diane Marleau

Patrick Martin

Réal Ménard

Karen Redman
Andy Scott
Stéphan Tremblay

Mark Muise
Lorne Nystrom
Diane St-Jacques
Guy St-Julien
Suzanne Tremblay
Daniel Turp
Angela Vautour

(18)
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INDUSTRY
Chair: Susan Whelan Vice-Chairs: Walt Lastewka
Charlie Penson
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