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The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1005)

[Translation]

CANADAELECTIONSACT

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.) moved that Bill C-2, an act respecting the
election of members to the House of Commons, repealing other
acts relating to elections and making consequential amendments to
other acts, be read the third time and passed.

He said: Mr. Speaker, first of al, | wish to acknowledge the
efforts of al those who were involved to varying degrees in the
drafting of this bill, and thus in improving the Canada Elections
Act.

| particularly wish to thank the committee members—a number
of whom are present in this House as | spesk—and to offer
particular congratulations to the leadership of my parliamentary
secretary, the hon. member for Scarborough—Rouge River, and his
predecessor, the hon. member for Peterborough.

It had become obvious that our elections act needed reforming. It
dates back 30 years, as has been pointed out by numerous members
from all parties. It was also important to amend the legislation to
reflect anumber of court decisions relating to the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms. Action was therefore required, and action
there was. Collective action, moreover.

Last fall, my hon. colleague, the hon. member for Charleswood
St. James—Assiniboia, pointed out, and rightly so, that this bill is
not solely the creation of the government, but is indeed the fruit of
a concerted effort by al parties represented in this House, the
outcome of which is reflected in the report by the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs released in June 1998.

It is also appropriate to point out, | believe, that this reform of
our electoral process has its roots in the Lortie commission of
1991. In other words, our future elections act has taken close to
nine years in gestation, parliament after parliament, committee
after committee, study after study, consultation after consultation.
A nine year gestation period.

Mr. Gilles-A. Perron: A white elephant.

Hon. Don Boudria: Yes, in fact, it is like four elephants in a
row.

I will not dwell at length on the many stages we went through
before undertaking this reform, because these are well known.
However, | will mention the reports, three of them, from the chief
electoral officer, which have guided our efforts and, of course, as|
said, the work done by the former and current members of the
committee.

Last fall, | took advantage of the parliamentary break to travel
across the country to meet academics and students, and to talk to
them about the reform that was taking shape.

[English]

What changes will be made by the bill? First, there a number of
changes of an administrative nature. For example, the problem of
voting hours in time zones that do not switch to daylight savings
time has been corrected. We have aso given returning officers the
right to vote, which is certainly something that was due.

We are ensuring that the right of candidates to campaign in
multiple unit residential buildings is protected by law so that
people who own these large buildings cannot stop a candidate from
entering if they happen to favour another political party.

® (1010)

We have also harmonized certain measures of the act which the
requirements of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms have
caled for in various judgments of the Supreme Court of Canada,
mainly the Libman decision. This includes the reintroduction of
third party spending limits. | will come back to that point in afew
minutes.

Finally, with regard to financing, we have attempted to make
certain provisions of the act consistent with the economic reality of
today; that isto say, to take into account the need to change some of
the measures which were designed some 30 years ago.
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Since Bill C-2 was introduced there have been some important
changes. The Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs
continued itsimportant work throughout the fall. | know something
about this because | was called upon to testify before the committee
on at least three different occasions. The latest conclusions of the
committee are reflected in Bill C-2. The committee made a number
of amendments to the bill which | would like to outline to the
House today.

Hon. members will recall that originally the Canada Elections
Act included a blackout of some 72 hours before polling day. The
supreme court felt that 72 hours was too long, but that a blackout
was justifiable. The court felt that 72 hours was not justifiable and
that in order for this blackout period to work there would have to be
other elements to justify it.

We initially wanted a blackout period of 48 hours. Many people,
including members of the House, told us they would not want to
support that measure. Therefore, we eliminated the provision
entirely, except for ablackout on voting day. That camelargely asa
result of representations which we received from western Cana-
dianswho felt that it was inappropriate to have the resultsin central
Canada known to people in western Canada before they had voted
themsel ves, something which we recognized some time ago. It was
equally important to protect the new so-called exit polls from the
night of the election from becoming known until people had
actually voted themselves. We concur with that and the change has
been made to reflect it.

We also have a blackout that establishes a cutoff for polls and
adsto ensure that voters across the country have access to the same
information before they vote.

If we think it is important for voters in western Canada not to
have access to the results of the votes cast in eastern Canada, surely
it isequally important for voting held previously and as manifested
in exit polls not to be revealed before the voting is complete.

We had also decided to abolish the process of vouching, which
allows voters in rura regions to guarantee the identity of their
neighbours at the polling place, even if those neighbours have not
been registered. Here, as well, we heard some concerns and we
have agreed to extend this vouching processto all electoral districts
subject to certain conditions. | want to thank the hon. member for
Regina—L umsden—L ake Centre who made excellent contribu-
tions to the committeein this regard, and who offered amendments.

Another amendment he offered, which we accepted at report
stage, would allow us to know the identity of people who give
contributions through companies they own when those companies
are numbered companies and do not otherwise have easily identifi-
able names. Now the names of the principals will be known.

| believe the hon. member for Verchéres—L es-Patriotes also
made a contribution to that effect and | thank him as well.

® (1015)
[Translation]
An hon. member: Les Patriotes too.

Hon. Don Boudria: Les Patriotes too. We must not forget Les
Patriotes.

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew: They were great Liberals.

Hon. Don Boudria: The Minister for International Trade is
reminding me that Les Patriotes were great Liberals, and | would
not want to forget them.

Getting back to my speech, | do not want to get into partisan
rhetoric, because it is not in my nature.

[English]

Another point of concern is the persona safety of electors. If
there is reason to believe that the disclosure of electors’ personal
information, such as their address, would put them in danger, they
would be alowed to indicate a former place of residence. Thisis
very important for women who livein shelters for battered women.
Their aggressors would not be able to find them because the
address would not be on the voter’s list. That was a side effect in
the past when we had to print a permanent voter’s list. We have
made accommodation in the bill to protect those in danger of
violence. This clause will now protect women who are living in
battered women's shelters.

We also recognize the difficulties that can be encountered by
persons with disabilities who need help to mark their ballots and
who cannot get to the poll. An election officer will come to their
residence now and assist them to vote in the presence of awitness
of their choosing.

On the practical side of things, we have considered the future
impact of new technologies in the polling process and, more
specifically, their utilization. We will authorize the Chief Electoral
Officer to develop an electronic voting process and put the process
to the Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs to seek
approval to test it.

I must thank the hon. member for North Vancouver who has been
quite insistent on involving electronics and modernizing the elec-
tronic voting process. At his strong insistence, we put that item in
the hill.

With regard to finances, there are a number of changes to the
reporting procedures. It should be clear that from now on candi-
dates can include expenditures for child care and the care of any
dependants in their reimbursable expenses. Although this clause
has been designed for everybody, | hope it will have a particular
attraction to women who might want to be candidates. It is not the
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be al and end all, but if it at least encourages a larger number of
women to be candidates then it will have contributed toward the
democratic process.

Another new measure lowers the veil on trust funds.

[Translation]

Again, it is the hon. member for Verchéres—L es-Patriotes who
brought this issue to our attention.

[English]

The bill stipulates that the name and address of the original
donor for any contribution over $200 made through a trust created
to promote the election of a candidate will now have to be clearly
identified. | thank the hon. member for bringing that issue to our
attention as well.

To respond to the technical concerns expressed by experts, the
spending limits for candidates and political parties will be adjusted
using the revised list of electors. We now have alarger than usual
number of revisions on the permanent voterslist. This meant that a
candidate running for public office would often not have the total
number of names. Therefore, when they set out campaign spending
limits and found out later that there was a revision, they were
unable to take into account the multiplier effect of the new people
added on the voters list in order to increase the amount they were
allowed to spend. This will now be taken in account because we
have made that adjustment.

This is where | am afraid that perhaps some members, in
particular my distinguished colleague from Vancouver North,
might not agree with me. The most important financial reform of
this bill relates to the participation of third parties in an election
campaign.

® (1020)

The elections act formerly imposed limits on third parties and
candidates. Those of course had been thrown out by a court in
Albertaand had not been appealed. Theresult of thiswasthat in the
last election campaign those who wanted to vote for a member of
this House had spending limits in terms of what they could do to
promote the candidate. However, anyone organizing to defeat a
member of this House, effectively had no limit if they organized
through a third party.

Call that third party the National Citizens' Coadlition, call it the
rifle group, call it anything el se, it does not matter. Those who were
outside of the candidate process could do virtually anything, could
obtain funds entirely, if they wished, from outside of Canada,
something that is illegal for the purpose of electing someone and
they could participate indirectly in the electoral process that way.

Luckily the Libman decision in 1997 by the Supreme Court of
Canada declared that control on third party spending would help to
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preserve the fairness of the democratic electoral process. Bill C-2
rectifies this and now puts in measures to control third party
spending.

[Translation]

The measures concerning third parties are based on three major
principles. First, third parties have a right to participate in the
electoral process. This is in compliance with the supreme court
ruling in the Libman case.

Second, their spending should be restricted just like that of
registered parties and candidates. That is perfectly normal.

Third, even if the third parties have important things to say, their
spending should be subject to limits that are stricter than those of
the candidates or the political parties, since, after al, still accord-
ing to the Libman decision, according to the supreme court, the
candidates and the political parties are the ones trying to get
elected.

Second, naturaly, the limits that apply to the third parties apply
only to spending on advertising, whereas in the case of the
candidates, the limits apply to amost all spending, including the
cost of running an office, election headquarters, and so on.

We therefore are proposing to limit the advertising expenditures
of third parties to $150,000 nationally and to $3,000 within each
riding.

We are also proposing that third parties be required to register
once their spending on advertising exceeds $500. We want to avoid
in this is having a group with a very small base, such as a school
program wanting to write to a candidate, subject to such alimit. We
do want to be reasonable. Therefore, only spending of $500 or
more would be subject to the elections act.

Members will agree that all these measures reinforce the three
broad principles governing our electoral process, hamely accessi-
bility—it is expanded by this process—fairness—I think that, once
again, with the measures on the third parties, and so on, the bill
talks a lot about fairness—and transparency, which will be in-
creased by the new ways of disclosing amounts and electoral
spending.

Bill C-2 provides us with yet another opportunity to assert
Canada's leadership in the electoral process and thus enlighten
democracies the world over.

| am sure that all members will recognize the wisdom of the
measures proposed and that they will take this opportunity to
support them. Our electoral system is the envy of the world.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.
Hon. Don Boudria: As is our country, and even the Bloc

Quebecois members opposite who can hear me know it. No doubt
that is what is behind the hubbub this morning.
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In conclusion, | know that other members wish to speak early on
today so as to be able to make it home for the weekend. | thank
them for their contribution throughout the process and congratu-
late them on ajob well done. | would like to be able to jump the gun
and congratulate them on their unanimous support for the hill,
although | realize it is not impossible that one or two of them may
decide to vote against it. After al, we are living in a democracy.

Mr. Louis Plamondon: May we ask questions?

TheDeputy Speaker: No, there are no questions and comments
for the first three speeches at third reading.

Mr. Louis Plamondon: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. | seek
the unanimous consent of the House to be allowed to ask aquestion
of the member who just spoke.

The Deputy Speaker: |s there unanimous consent?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

Some hon. members. No.
[English]

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | will
preface my comments today by pointing out that the government
has moved time allocation on this bill. It is the 23rd time in this
parliament that it has moved time alocation on a bill before the
House. It has preliminarily closed debate on bills 23 times since the
start of this parliament.

Bill C-2 is an example of aflawed hill that the Liberals want to
ram through the House. They do not particularly want it to be
examined in this public place so they have limited the time for
debate. | can see the minister burying his head in shame. | want to
remind him that since we began debating the hill in the House, the
Reform Party has had only two hours and forty minutes out of a
total of seven hours and twenty-three minutes to debate abill which
the minister himself has said, has not been dealt with for 30 years.

Before making my own comments, | will deal with afew things
that were said by the minister. He said that we had improved the
Canada Elections Act by combining the results of al the parties
working together in the House. However, afew days ago we voted
on the report stage amendments to Bill C-2 and there were close to
80 amendments proposed by the opposition. | think this shows the
minister that the opposition was far from satisfied with the process
to that point. If close to 80 amendments were being proposed at
report stage, then the minister must be wrong when he says that the
elections act has been improved.

He also mentioned that he had travelled during the break last fall
to talk with academics and students across the country. The funny
thing is, the minister would not allow the committee to travel

across the country to talk with academics, students and interested
parties even though we had made requeststo do so. | actually heard
him on the radio talk show CKNW in Vancouver. | remind the
minister that the callers absolutely trashed the gag law component
in Bill C-2 and he had a fairly rough ride from the callers on
CKNW in Vancouver.

He also mentioned the Libman decision. | will come back to that
in a little more detail because it does deserve some detailed
comment, in particular because of a court ruling that came out of
British Columbia on February 9. The minister knows that he is
clutching at straws when he quotes Libman. He also knows that it
will cost taxpayers alot of money to defend this flawed bill. What
he should have done was had discussions with third party interests
and tried to reach some accommodeation.

The minister also talked about the release of results and how
things had been donein the bill to make sure that westerners did not
see the results of the election before their polls had closed. Even
the Chief Electora Officer told the minister that with the Internet
in place now it was almost impossible to prevent the transmission
of results. If people want to see them they can dia up the website
for Scarborough—Rouge River, for example, where they may have
already posted their own local results after the polls close in
Ontario. Thereisreally no effective way of preventing the distribu-
tion of results.

The publication of pollsis another area that has just come under
court challenge in British Columbia. A very important result came
out of the province on February 9 which put into question the entire
section of the hill to do with publication of polls. | will deal with
that a little later as well. | will come back to third party spending
limits too because they are an important part of the bill.

® (1030)

As the minister wrapped up his speech he mentioned our
electoral system being admired around the world. That isjust plain
wrong. The Chief Electoral Officer was questioned at length in
committee by members of al parties about the patronage system
which is riddled throughout the elections act. The Chief Electoral
Officer has no power over who is appointed as areturning officer or
adeputy poll clerk. All those positions are patronage appointments
put in place by the parties.

When the Chief Electoral Officer was asked whether he would
recommend our Elections Act to any third world country or an
emerging democracy, and | asked him that question, he said he
would not. There is no way that he would recommend Canada's
Elections Act to a third world country or an emerging democracy.
He did not say what the minister just said, that our act is admired
around the world. He said the act was not fit for a third world
country. | remind the minister that the act is far from perfect.

Notwithstanding the fact that the minister took great pains to
point out the various amendments that were finally accepted by the
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minister during the committee process, as | mentioned almost 80
amendments were proposed by the opposition partiesin the House.
We went through alengthy voting session two nights ago. Wewere
up until 12.40 in the morning voting on almost 80 amendments.
That proves absolutely that the opposition parties were not satisfied
with what happened at committee.

It is now crystal clear that the government sent the bill to
committee before second reading with the intention of keeping it
out of the public spotlight, despite the claims of the minister that
the process was designed to accommodate meaningful amend-
ments.

Not very many significant amendments were made in commit-
tee, even though the official opposition, third party witnesses, the
print media, broadcast witnesses, small parties and many other
expert witnesses made suggestions, good ones, on ways in which
the bill could have been made more democratic.

The elections act is so biased toward the parties with seatsin the
House that it is normal for any changes to the elections act to be
dlipped through on a Friday afternoon when there is hardly
anybody here. | know the people who are watching this debate on
television do not have a vista of the House right now, so they
cannot see or have any idea who is here and who is not.

I know | am not allowed to mention the presence or not of
members in the House, but it is a well known fact that when the
government wants things to slip through quietly without too much
attention it does it on a Friday afternoon when it can be donewith a
lot of ease because hardly any members are present.

In this case | know the minister started off thinking he would be
able to push the elections act through in that manner. He was quite
surprised to find that initialy the official opposition was vigorous-
ly opposed to some parts of the bill. That was joined then by the
other opposition parties and we turned it into a bit of a nightmare
for the minister. He has moved closure on debate now to try to ram
it through on a Friday before we all go home for a break.

Elections acts should be politically neutral and should be
supported by al parties in the House. They should be supported by
the Chief Electoral Officer. They should be supported by the voters.
That is not the case with the elections act. It is opposed by all those
groups.

The government has wasted an opportunity to modernize and
democratize the act. The new act does little more than renumber
the paragraphs in the old act. At the same time it tries to
reintroduce sections that have already been struck down by the
court. The bill maintains the most objectionable provisions of the
old act, especialy those that benefit the ruling party, which in this
case is the Liberal Party.

The bill does nothing to address serious public concerns involv-
ing campaign financing, party registration requirements, the timing
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of byelections, third party spending issues and patronage appoint-
ments within elections Canada.

The rights of electors and third party participants in the demo-
cratic process continue to be trampled by provisions which adopt a
paternalistic role in terms of dictating how much money can be
spent and presuming to decide for electors who is a frivolous
candidate and who is not.

In drafting the bill the government virtually ignored the work of
the Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs, even
though the minister made reference to that report. The government
also ignored several decisions of various courts and the Supreme
Court of Canada.

® (1035)

The government is very inconsistent in the way it looks at court
rulings. Given its past reluctance to go against any court ruling by
introducing the bill and pushing it through the House, the govern-
ment is saying that it is okay for the courts to make child
pornography legal and to allocate fisheries according to race, but it
is not okay to touch the elections act or anything that affects our
ability to get elected, especially if it is the ruling party.

Returning to some specifics of the bill, | will deal first with third
party spending. Let us look at the effect of third party spending. |
think everybody would agree, if one candidate only has $1,000 to
spend—and that is certainly the case with some of the smaller
parties—and ancther candidate like myself has an alowance of
$60,000, that there isan imbalance. | think everybody would agree
that my $60,000 would alow me to put up billboards and to run
advertisements on radio and television. The smaller party candi-
date who only has $1,000 would be lucky if he or she could put up
one or two billboards and would truly be at a disadvantage.

If we are looking at the difference between $100,000 and $1
million in a riding there will not be much difference. If | could
spend $100,000 on billboards and advertisements and somebody
else came along with $1 million, he or she would have so many
billboards and so many advertisements that it would actually be an
irritation that would work against the interest of that third party.
Even if there is an influence from third party spending, relatively
speaking it is not great when we consider that candidates get to
spend $60,000 or more and the parties get to spend a lot more.

The minister spent alot of time talking about Libman at which
point | mentioned that he was clutching at straws. In Libman v
Quebec the supreme court struck down the third party spending
limit in the Quebec referendum act as too restrictive. It said that
reasonable spending limits were both constitutional and desirable
and left it up to the legidatures and parliament to determine a
reasonable limit. However the supreme court decisionisin conflict
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with two separate decisions in the court of Alberta and the
February 9 decision in the B.C. supreme court which struck down
all third party spending limits as unconstitutional.

The supreme court decision dealt with spending during a refer-
endum campaign whilst the other three courts dealt with spending
during election campaigns. It therefore appears that the minister is
clutching at straws when he uses the Libman decision based on
referendums to try to defend a gag law in an elections act.
Furthermore, the main evidence in the Libman case was based on
the Lortie report which as the minister stated is some nine or ten
years old. The Lortie report was based on apreliminary report by a
UBC political science professor named Richard Johnston.

His report indicated that third party spending—and this was a
preliminary report—might influence election outcomes. However,
Mr. Johnston filed his final conclusions a few years later in which
he said that third party endorsements had no discernible effect on
election outcomes. That is the flaw in the Libman case.

In his ruling in the B.C. case Justice Brenner stated that there
was no evidence which would alow him to conclude that third
party spending or advertising had any impact on voter intentions
and that to override charter rights it was necessary that there be
more than a general hypothetical concern about a problem when
there was no evidence the problem existed in the past or islikely to
exist in the future.

The Libman case was based on the Lortie report, which was
based on flawed evidence. The B.C. court pointed out that flawed
evidence. If the minister forces the issue back into court—and
certainly the Canadian Taxpayers Federation and the National
Citizens' Coadlition have said they would take it there—he will
lose. There is no doubt that referendum spending is different
because it only relates to a yes and no answer to a question,
whereas elections involve an enormous number of issues and
candidates. The same rules cannot be applied, and in any case not a
single study in the world indicates that third party spending can be
linked conclusively to an election result.

® (1040)

Mr. Gerald Chipeur, a constitutional lawyer with the firm of
Fraser Milner, has successfully challenged unfair sections in both
the provincial and federal elections acts. He told the procedure and
House affairs committee that the Libman decision would likely not
survive a challenge because of its applicability to referendums
rather than to elections.

In addition, one group that appeared before the procedure and
House affairs committee was Environment Voters. In support of its
arguments against third party spending limits, it provided an
opinion letter from barrister Clayton C. Ruby of Ruby and Ed-

wardh, alaw firm in Toronto. In his letter Mr. Ruby stated that in
his view third party spending limits could not be justified under the
constitution. He also made reference to the Libman decision by
stating:

—these limitations were postulated by the Court in the context of a simple yes/no
proposition being put to the electorate of one province. Limitations that are
appropriate to this kind of narrow and focused question are simply inappropriate
to the broad complexities and shaded nuances of a many sided campaign for a
genera election. . .| believe these new proposals for a campaign spending
limitation are flatly unconstitutional.

The supreme court passed an opinion on the Alberta court’'s
striking down as unconstitutional spending limits in the elections
act. The supreme court put out its opinion that it did not think the
Alberta court’s ruling was valid in terms of elections even though
the supreme court had not studied the evidence. It was not aruling
based on evidence. Yet the minister continues to cite the supreme
court’'s comments as justification for imposing spending limits on
third parties.

Far from levelling the playing field, if the supreme court
decision were to be upheld it would give advantage to the Liberals
because it restricts the ability of any other person or group to
counter government propaganda during an election.

The new bill limits third party spending to $150,000 for a
general election, of which no more than $3,000 may be spent in any
particular riding. This is in stark contrast to the total election
spending limit for the Liberal Party of Canadawhich is closeto $30
million. Of this amount, approximately $18 million is allocated to
its 301 candidates in the form of their individual campaign
expenses, while the remaining $11 million can be spent directly by
the party.

By way of comparison, for the 1997 general election the election
expenses limit for the Bloc Quebecois was $3.02 million. For the
PC Party it was $8.5 million. For the NDP it was $11.4 million and
for Reform it was $8.5 million. Let us remember that these were
the maximum amounts allowed and not necessarily the actual
amounts spent. They are based partly on the number of candidates
running.

| already mentioned that the National Citizens' Coalition and the
Canadian Taxpayers Federation intend to challenge third party
spending limits as unconstitutional. They are confident of winning
their case based on what has been learned from the Alberta, the
B.C. and the Quebec court decisions.

It is not the place of the government to limit the right of
individual Canadians or groups of Canadians to spend their own
money in support of acause or candidate. The right to spend one's
own money on election advertising is a right which is just a valid
for the poor as it is for the wealthy. It would have been a much
better approach to consult with third party interests across the
country in an effort to reach a compromise on reasonable spending
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limits. That way the expensive cost of court challenges, which will
eventually strike down all the limits, could have been avoided.

In completing this section | would mention as evidence that third
party spending cannot be tied directly to any outcome. During the
referendum on the Charlottetown accord the yes side lost even
though it spent 10 times as much as the no side. During the 1993
election the PC Party spent many millions of dollars more than any
other party in the race and yet had only two members elected to the
House. Reform, which spent one of the smallest amounts per
member, had 54 members elected to the House. In addition,
referenda conducted in Switzerland and California over several
decades show no correlation between the amount spent by each
side and the final voting result.

® (1045)

Even if third party spending did make a difference in elections,
why would we be opposing that? Elections are supposed to be for
the voters. If the voters are upset or pleased with any candidate,
why should they not be permitted to spend their own hard-earned
money on opposing or endorsing that candidate as they see fit?
What right does the government have to interfere in their freedom
to express their opinion about a candidate?

| am prepared as a member of this House to have any third party
spend anything it wants in my riding. | believe that as long as
members of the House are following the will of their constituents,
they will not be removed from office. It is when they choose to
represent their party view or their own personal view over the will
of their constituents that they get kicked out of office. That is why
many members are afraid of third party spending limits. They are
afraid that if they do not obey their constituents' will and instead
obey their party will or personal will, they will be thrown out of
office.

| have one more quote from the ruling of the B.C. Supreme Court
on February 9 regarding third party spending. The court said:
“There are certain circumstances in which the goal of fairnessin
elections would support an argument for third party advertising. If
in a future election campaign all of the parties were to agree on a
significant policy point then the lack of third party advertising
would mean that the people would be limited to the views of the
major political parties and media commentators. The third party
spending limits would effectively silence citizens who wished to
express a contrary view" .

That is an argument right from a judge of the Supreme Court of
British Columbia. It supports the idea of third party spending
limits. | find that an interesting and supportable argument.

Turning to the publication of poll results during the blackout
period, in the case of Thomson Newspapers v the Crown, previous
legidation preventing the publication of poll resultsin the final 48
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hours of an €election campaign was struck down. The government
is now imposing a 24 hour blackout even though the print media
have declined to give any assurances that they will not again
challenge this provision in court.

| would say that the print media probably have been encouraged
to take this back to court by the ruling which just came down from
the British Columbia court. The British Columbia court has struck
down yet again any blackout provisions on the release of poll
results and it went every further. It said there should not even be a
requirement to print methodology for the polls. What the court in
B.C. has said is that there is no right of government to interfere in
the publication of polls or even the methodology for those polls.

The government rejected a suggestion that | made in committee
and which was accepted as a compromise by the media, that they
could print poll results right up until the time of the election but
they would have to print the methodology so that voters would
know how those poll results were obtained. The minister rejected
that compromise. Now the court is striking down the entire
provision that was in the act. We have ended up with something
worse than if we had accepted the compromise which | negotiated
with the parties during committee.

Clause 326 of the new elections act requires that the first person
to transmit poll results and anyone who transmits them in the 24
hours thereafter, must provide the details of the poll methodology.
However, in the recent Pacific press case in British Columbia,
Justice Brenner struck down the provisions requiring publication of
such information on the grounds that it offends the principle of
freedom of the press which is guaranteed under section 2(b) of the
charter of rights.

As in his ruling on the matter of third party spending, Justice
Brenner applied the rule that in order for a law to justifiably
override a guarantee under the charter, it must be demonstrated that
there is a pressing and substantial need for such legislation. He
concluded that there is no history of false or misleading elections
opinion surveys being published, that there is no evidence that any
individual has encountered any difficulty in obtaining methodol og-
ica information from the sponsoring media outlet, and very few
individuals are interested in obtaining such information beyond the
customary information routinely provided by the media.

® (1050)

Justice Brenner therefore concluded there is no pressing and
substantial need for these requirements and he struck down the law.
We now have the British Columbia case of February 9 pushing
another section of the minister’s elections act right out the window.

Public opinion begins to form long before the election writs are
issued. It continues to be shaped throughout the election period and
after based on the many types of information and issues that are
being discussed. To suggest that voterswill change their allegiance
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on the basis of poll results afew minutes before they go to the polls
is absolutely ridiculous.

In committee the Chief Electoral Officer of Ontario had this to
say about blackout provisions: ‘I have concluded that the blackout
has no truly useful purpose and therefore ought not to be imposed
on the electorate for electoral process. It is unnecessary and it
limits the constitutional right otherwise given to Canadians. |
suggest that Bill C-2 not impose blackouts at all”’. He also stated
that enforcement of blackout provisions is virtually impossible.

Constitutional lawyer Gerry Chipeur, whom | mentioned earlier,
in his presentation to the committee said that of all of the
provisions in this bill that fly in the face of court decisions, the
blackout provision is the most certain to be struck down.

Turning to another court case on the requirements for registered
party status, in March 1999 an Ontario court struck down the
sections of the elections act which would require a party to run 50
candidates in an election to remain on the register and to have its
candidates listed with party affiliation on the ballot. The court
indicated that two candidates should be sufficient to constitute a
party. However all of the small parties who appeared before the
Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs, including
the Communist Party of Canada which had challenged the law and
had it struck down, said that the number 12 as contained in a
private member’s bill which | had put forward to the House was an
acceptable compromise.

All members will know that the number 12 relates to the
recognition of party statusin this House. The position | put forward
in committee was that 12 was a sensible number as opposed to two,
which most people would think was a bit low.

If the government had bothered to consult with the affected
parties an acceptable compromise could have been reached because
all of the parties agreed to 12. Then we could have finished this
wholelegal court challenge, put it to bed and we would have had a
workable number in the bill. However, the minister refused to
accept it and now that caseisgoing to appeal on March2and 3,ina
couple of weeks. Right about the time that this bill goes to the
Senate we are going to have a court case probably striking down
provisions in the bill. It is totally ridiculous the way the minister
has handled this matter.

The court said that we could have a party of two people and that
is clearly what the court will ultimately decide again. Instead of 12
we are going to end up with two. The minister foolishly has
plunged ahead with his number when there is every piece of
evidence to support a higher number.

In fact in committee when he was asked about it, the minister
said, “Obviously given that | am the minister who suggested to
have the appeal, | am of the opinion that it worksjust swell the way

it is”. | think that shows the intransigence of the minister on this.
He is quite happy to ignore the ruling of the Ontario Court of
Appeal because he does not like the number 12 or the number two.

The position the official opposition takes is that elections are for
the voters. The government takes the position that elections are for
the parties. The reason it wants the 50 candidate rule is because it
does not want competition from small parties. The government
thought back in 1993 that the Reform Party would not be ableto get
50 candidates so we would not be able to have our party name on
the ballat. It thought that was a great way to prevent us from ever
coming to the House of Commons. It was wrong because here we
are.

The government is still trying to prevent any other party from
getting a foothold in this place and it is wrong. Voters have aright
to know that if there is a candidate on their balot, that that
candidate has a relationship to some other candidate in another
riding by means of party affiliation. It makes sense for openness
and the conveyance of information to voters that there be a party
name on the ballot beside every candidate who is a member of a
party, regardless of whether that party runs 12 candidates or 50
candidates in the election.

® (1055)

Turning to patronage appointments, one of the worst parts of the
whole elections act and the piece that the Chief Electoral Officer
criticized three times in three separate appearances at committee
was the patronage appointments in Elections Canada.

The Chief Electora Officer cannot even appoint his own return-
ing officers. All 301 returning officers are appointed by the Prime
Minister of Canada. They are Liberal patronage appointments to
what should be non-partisan positions throughout Elections Cana-
da. It isadisgrace. No wonder the Chief Electoral Officer will not
even recommend our elections legislation to a third world country
because of the patronage that is riddled throughout it. He told the
committee how difficult it is to get rid of an incompetent returning
officer because he cannot go to the Prime Minister and say ** Your
political appointee is incompetent and an idiot who should be
removed from office”.

Every one of the opposition partiestried to get the government to
change that rule and to alow the Chief Electoral Officer to
advertise based on competence and ability to do the job.

That whole system of patronage runs right through Elections
Canadawith all the political parties being able to appoint people at
the lower echelons within the structure. Certainly many of my
Reform colleagues and | refused to do that in the last election. We
insisted that the returning officers advertise in the newspaper for
qualified people. That is the way it should be done.
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We are coming very close to question period. At this stage |
would like to put forward an amendment.

| move:

That the motion be amended by deleting all the words after the word *“ That’” and
substituting the following therefor:

Bill C-2, an act respecting the election of members to the House of Commons,
repealing other acts relating to elections and making consequential amendments
to other acts, be not now read a third time, but be referred back to the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs for the purposes of:

Reconsidering clause 350 in light of the B.C. Supreme Court ruling of February 9,
2000 that struck down gag law provisions in the B.C. Elections Act and prior
similar rulings of the Alberta Court of Appeal with due regard for the
congtitutional right of Canadian citizens to free expression;

Reconsidering clause 370 in light of an Ontario court ruling that struck down
provisions requiring political parties to endorse a minimum number of candidates
in ageneral election in order for the party to be registered, with due regard for the
right of small, regional and nascent political parties not to be disadvantaged such
as by having their names excluded from the ballot;

Reconsidering clauses 324 to 328 in light of the B.C. Supreme Court ruling of
February 9, 2000 that struck down provisionsin the B.C. Elections Act imposing a
blackout on the publication of poll results and requirements for the publication of
methodological information, with due regard for the constitutional right of
Canadians to free expression;

Reconsidering clause 13 with due regard for the democratic principle that the Chief
Electoral Officer should be selected in anon-partisan and democratic fashion rather
than being unilaterally and arbitrarily appointed by the government of the day;

Reconsidering clause 24 with due regard for the entreaties of the Chief Electoral
Officer that he be allowed to hirereturning officersaccording to merit asdetermined
through competitions open to all qualified Canadians, to insulate the appointment
process from partisanship;

Reconsidering clause 26 with due regard for the principle that the electoral system
and all of its agents constitute the very foundation of the democratic process in
Canada, and as such the appointment of assistant returning officers should befree of
real or perceived political bias;

Reconsidering clause 34 with due regard for the importance of insulating the
process for appointing deputy returning officers from patronage, nepotism and
partisanship;

Reconsidering clause 35 with due regard for the principle that poll clerks should be
hired impartially on the basis of merit rather than being appointed by the
government of the day according to political affiliation;

Reconsidering clause 57 with due regard for the danger that the timing of general
elections could be manipulated for reasons of political opportunism by the
government of the day;

Reconsidering clause 59 with due regard for the right of Canadian citizenswho are
inflicted by natural or man-made disaster to have full and fair opportunity to
participate in the electoral process;

Reconsidering clause 67 with due regard for the constitutional right of all
Canadians, regardless of wealth, to be qualified for membership in this House; and

S0.31
Reconsidering clause 143 with due regard for the potential for abuse of the

electoral process such as the casting of multiple ballots by asingle voter on behalf
of imaginary friends or the registration of household pets as voters.

® (1100)

TheDeputy Speaker: Debate is on the amendment, and we will
resume debate after Oral Question Period.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

® (1105)

[English]

GREAT LAKES BASIN ECOSYSTEM

Mr. John Maloney (Erie—Lincoln, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to turn your attention to one of the world's most
important natural resources, our Great Lakes.

The area surrounding the Great Lakes is home to 8.5 million
Canadians and is of great economic importance to Canada. Recog-
nizing this, Canada and Ontario signed an agreement respecting the
Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem, crafted to restore and protect the
ecosystem, to prevent and control pollution and to conserve
species, population and habitats. A strong ecosystem is aso
integral to a healthy and vigorous economy.

Since signing the Canada-Ontario agreement water quality has
improved substantially. Among the accomplishments is a signifi-
cant decrease in the levels of contaminants in the lakes and an
increase in the number of sentinel species, such as lake trout and
osprey. Yet there is much more to be done. | make the pleafor new
funding to improve our waterways and enhance the quality of life
for our citizens.

| call for the renewal of the Canada-Ontario agreement to ensure
continued co-operation and co-ordination in this important endea-
vour. Above all else, let us leave an environmental legacy to our
children.

HEALTH CARE

Mr. Bob Mills (Red Deer, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, 54% of Cana-
dians say that health care is their number one concern.

The Minister of Health proposes more rounds of talks with the
provinces, but not until May. We already know the system is not
working. We know the status quo is not an option. We aready
know that health care is not sustainable.

Hereis what the government does not tell us. Canada ranks 23rd
out of 29 OECD countries for total health expenditures. The
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provinces are having to devise their own strategies because the
government shows no leadership. Above al, the disastersin health
care continue.

We have a government which has misplaced $1 billion. Oursisa
country whose government has placed us in the bottom third of the
OECD countries, below Hungary and the Czech Republic.

Will it take the total collapse of health care before this govern-
ment gets off the fence and does something?

CANADIAN SOCCER

Mr. John Solomon (Regina—L umsden—L ake Centre, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the Canadian soccer team for making
the finals in the Gold Cup.

After a stunning goa in the 68th minute of play, Canada beat
Trinidad and Tobago 1 to 0 last night and will play Colombia on
Sunday for the Championship of the Americas.

As a former soccer coach and the proud father of a soccer
enthusiast, Matthew, | am particularly proud of Canada's soccer
achievements.

A lot of expensive equipment, like hockey sticks, is not needed
to play soccer. Players need a pair of shorts, good running shoes,
energy, aquick mind and the desire to make some good plays. That
is why soccer is the most universal sport in the world.

It encourages a common bond between players from Canada and
other countries from al parts of every continent in the world.

Canada was ranked 85th in the world but beat 10th ranked
Mexico. Our team is now in the finals for the Confederation Cup
against Colombia on Sunday. This is truly an accomplishment.

Our congratulations to the coaches, players and all the volun-
teers who made this victory possible. They have made us all proud.

[Translation]

PARENTAL LEAVE POLICY

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, all those attending the Sommet de la Jeunesse in Quebec City,
including the Quebec Liberas, reached consensus on the necessity
for the Government of Quebec to repatriate the entire policy of
parental leave.

In order to avoid distortions and waste, the Government of
Quebec therefore asked the federal government to comply with the
Emploment Insurance Act, which calls for the right to opt out with
full compensation.

Asis his usual habit, the Prime Minister said no. In so doing, he
is saying no to the Government of Quebec, to the Liberal Party of
Quebec, to the social and community organizations of Quebec, and
the families of Quebec in particular.

Of course, keeping that program in Ottawa lends politica
visibility to the Liberal Party. They ought to have learned their
lesson from the Human Resources Development Canada scandal:
when visibility overrides public interest, it is a two-edged sword.

We are asking this government to put the interests of Quebec
families before its partisan interests.

 (1110)

[English]

THE BUDGET

Mrs. Karen Kraft Sloan (York North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in
last fall’'s throne speech the government made very significant
commitments to increase the well-being of our nation’s children
and to undertake measures that improve the health of our natural
environment.

Monday’s budget will be the true measure of the government’s
commitment to both the children’s agenda and to the ecological
agenda.

FUEL TAXES

Ms. Angela Vautour (Beausdour—Petitcodiac, PC): Mr.
Speaker, | rise today on behalf of the people of Beauséjour—Petit-
codiac who are irate at the high gas and fuel prices.

It would seem that the federal government is once again turning
its back on hard-working Canadians.

Not only has the high fuel tax hurt the trucking industry, it has
also hit low income families especially hard, many of whom cannot
handle any extra heating costs.

In 1995 the Liberal government raised gas taxes by 1.5 cents per
litre asameansto lower the federal deficit. The deficitisgone. Can
the government explain why the fuel tax still remains? Because of
such extra taxes the Department of Transport enjoys a surplus in
excess of $6 billion per year, mostly due to fuel tax revenue
increases.

Today | urge the Liberal government to take action immediately
and lower fuel taxes to help all Canadians through this very
difficult period.
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CHINESE CANADIANHERITAGE FOUNDATION

Ms. Sophia Leung (Vancouver Kingsway, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
last week | was pleased to attend the Chinese Canadian Heritage
Foundation inaugural galain Vancouver. The galaraised money for
the Chinese Canadian Heritage Foundation, which will be dedi-
cated to preserving, recording and promoting Chinese Canadian
heritage for al Canadians. This is the true spirit of Canada's
multicultural society.

| would like to thank the co-chairs, Dr. Jan Walls and David
Choi, the donors and the many volunteers who made this event a
SUCCeSS.

The efforts of the foundation will let all Canadians know of the
invaluable contributions which Chinese Canadians have made to
our great country so we will have a better understanding and
appreciation for each other.

TECHNOLOGY PARTNERSHIPS

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Kitchener—Waterloo, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, in May 1998 Industry Canada made a $5.7 million investment
under Technology Partnerships Canada in Research in Mation,
RIM, Advanced Wireless Technology to develop the next genera-
tion of RIM’s two-way messaging products.

The result is the small hand-held device called the Black Berry.
This device was selected as the ultimate mobile computing tool of
1999 by Info World magazine for providing easy and timely
wireless access to e-mail.

RIM, founded in 1984 in Waterloo, is the world leader in
wireless technology. RIM is a great example of Canadian compa-
nies that compete and win on a global scale. Not only do we get
back the $5.7 million investment, we also get royalties. Technology
Partnerships Canada al so helped in the creation of hundreds of new
jobs.

| congratulate Research in Motion and Industry Canada.

THE BUDGET

Mr. Jim Gouk (Kootenay—Boundary—Okanagan, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, Monday is budget day. Canadians will see some tax
relief from one hand, while the other hand takes it back with new
taxes.

Reform’s solution 17 proposal would reduce taxesto asingleflat
rate of 17%; real tax relief which would remove two million low
income Canadians from the tax rolls.

Oral Questions

Opponents claim that our plan would slash needed socid
programs. This is nothing more than fearmongering by those who
want to keep our taxes higher than they need to be.

By reducing wasteful government spending Canadians could
have these tax breaks and rebuild underfunded social programs at
the same time.

A casein point is VIA Rail. VIA Rail exists only through the
provision of huge government subsidies, subsidies which the
government is now proposing to increase to $500,000 a day.

The private sector has already taken over former VIA Rail
money losing operations, which now operate without subsidies.
They pay taxes, they bring in tourist dollars and provide unsubsi-
dized jobs for Canadians.

It istime for the government to stop its wasteful spending habits
and provide rea tax relief to Canadians.

* k% *
[Translation]

CANADIAN FORCES SUPPLY DEPOT

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to rise in the House today to draw attention
to the fact that the 25th Canadian Forces Supply Depot, located in
Montreal, has been successful in obtaining international certifica-
tion for the quality of its environmental management system.

It had already earned international certification for its processes,
and now it is one of a select group of Canadian organizations
meeting both of these important international standards.

® (1115)

The 25th Depot is the largest military logistics centre in Canada
and warehouses more than 2,000 hazardous products. Thanksto the
efforts of staff and management, the Depot has developed an
appropriate environmental management system, based on hazard-
ous goods monitoring, staff training and adherence to legal require-
ments.

We congratulate the staff of the 25th Supply Depot on obtaining
this certification.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD
[English]

HUMAN RESOURCESDEVELOPMENT

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, we have obtai ned documents that show that the Prime Minister’'s
office and the human resources minister’s office were both inti-
mately involved in the renewal of an HRDC grant to Les Confec-
tions Saint-Elie.
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These documents outline a meeting between Denise Tremblay
of the PMO and Robert Theriault of the HRD minister’'s office.
That meeting discussed whether or not an HRDC grant should be
renewed for that textile company in spite of the fact that the
company did not reach its agreed upon job targets.

Why were both the Prime Minister’s Office and the human
resources minister’s office so personally involved in this particular
case?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| do not have the information on this specific project. | would be
happy to try to get it for the hon. member. | am confident that any
of the allegations made by the hon. member suggesting some
improprieties are not well-founded. If he wants to place similar
questions again, | will ask the parliamentary secretary if she has
information that she can provide to the House at this time.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, we will be happy to provide the information for the deputy
prime minister.

Yesterday the human resources minister argued that a textile
manufacturer moved from a city with a textile industry to a city
with a fountain industry because it could not find a location in
Montreal. An hour later the president of the numbered company
contradicted her. He said that it was not because they could not find
a location in Montreal, but rather, that the move was made for
business reasons.

Did the Prime Minister's special support of Les Confections
Saint-Elie have anything to do with the moving of jobs from
Rosemont to Shawinigan?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to
assure the House that HRDC officials are looking into this matter.
If any irregularity has taken place, HRDC will take the appropriate
action.

The company’s decision to relocate was a business decision and
it had every right to make that decision as 75% of the tota
investment was its private money.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, 25% was not.

A no name textile company applies for a grant in Montreal. It
ends up in the Prime Minister’s riding, a place not exactly famous
for its textile industry. Now there are questions about whether or
not 3393062 ever actually set up a textile plant.

Why were high level staff from the PMO and the HRD minister’s
office so personaly involved in decisions of this nature?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this is a

very strange comment for a member from a party which has an
ongoing love affair with the private sector.

We in the government believe we have arole in participating in
the creation of economic opportunity for people, particularly in
areas of high unemployment. We are building the workforce for the
21t century and we will continue to participate with private sector
partners who are willing to leverage our money.

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it is the taxpayers who are concerned about
where their money is being spent.

We know there was a meeting on September 2 involving a top
local HRD officia, the minister's own assistant and the Prime
Minister's assistant. We know they met to give funding to Les
Confections Saint-Elie, which had fallen 25% short of its job
creation commitments as required under the TJF.

Why did the minister and the Prime Minister pressure the local
HRD official to make a payment contrary to the signed TJF
agreement?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member is making a totally unwarranted allegation when
she uses the word pressure. | challenge her to get up and show
proof of pressure. If she does not haveit, and | do not think she has,
she should withdraw those unwarranted allegations.

® (1120)

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, we are also interested in what else the Prime
Minister’s assistant, who is known for interfering in TJF projects,
talked about at that meeting. We know a new request for funding
came for Les Confections Saint-Elie a month after HRDC had
broken the rules and had approved the final payment for that initial
grant.

Did Les Confections Saint-Elie receive any further funding from
HRDC as a result of that meeting?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | will have
to get back to the member on that particular question. | do not know
if the contract was amended.

However, | do know that TJF had 30,000 projects across the
country and they have a 95% success rate, which is better than the
private sector working in the open market. Statistics Canada
reports that of the start-ups of new businesses, only 77% are till
alive after their first birth date.

Our success rate with our partnerships of government and the
private sector are actually more successful than those in the private
sector aone.
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[Translation]

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | received additional information on this unbelievable
matter concerning the ridings of Saint-Maurice and Rosemont.

For one thing, the file was not transferred to Shawinigan, but
remained in Montrea. On March 5, 1998, the owner of the
company met with officials from Human Resources Devel opment
Canada, in Montreal, and told them that the premises located at
5800 Saint-Denis Street were no longer available and that he was
looking in other regions of Quebec, including Beauce, to get closer
to the American border. Aswe know, that person’s company ended
up in the riding of Saint-Maurice, in Shawinigan.

Can the Deputy Prime Minister confirm these facts?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| cannot confirm what the hon. member claims to be facts. Are
these facts or his own suppositions?

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the Deputy Prime Minister will soon be in a position to
differentiate between facts and suppositions, and | can hardly wait.

He will admit that the businessman who decided to get closer to
the U.S. border by going to Shawinigan is definitely not good in

geography.

On March 15, 1998, 3393062 Canada Inc. signed a lease with
Confections Saint-Elie Inc. By the way, the name of that company
sounds familiar. Oh yes, it islocated in the Prime Minister’sriding.

Will the Deputy Prime Minister confirm these facts?
[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the ques-
tions being posed by the Bloc Quebecois members suggest that
they do not understand the history of the area of Shawinigan nor the
history of the textile industry in the country. Shawinigan has long
been a textile centre and it is perfectly logical.

The other thing is that it is not always wise to second guess the
business decisions of our private sector partners, whether they be
private sector or non-profit organizations. The genius of this
country is that we accept and promote the ideas of local entrepre-
neurs to create economic activity because we are building—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Rosemont.

[Translation]

Mr. Bernard Bigras (Rosemont, BQ): Mr. Speaker, let us
continue this little horror story.

Oral Questions

The company started its business by creating five jobs. On
March 19, 1998, it invoiced HRDC for the five jobs. On April 14,
1998, the firm was paid the amount of $165,984 for the 42 jobs it
was to create.

Can the Deputy Prime Minister confirm these facts?
[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to
inform members that we have 30,000 projects under grants and
contributions. We know not everything will be perfect, but when
we hear of any irregularities we will research them. If we find any
kind of bad behaviour it will be referred to the police.

Members will aways find a way to pick a scab. Even though
95% of the projects are in good hands and Canadian taxpayer
money is well invested, they will continue to pick the scab of the
few they can find that may have some problems or do have
problems. However, we will refer the problem ones to the police.

® (1125)
[Translation]

Mr. Bernard Bigras (Rosemont, BQ): Mr. Speaker, how can
the parliamentary secretary refuse to confirm these facts, when |
talked yesterday with assistant deputy minister Danielle Vincent,
who confirmed them.

My question is unchanged: where is the money?
[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is very
difficult to comment on a private telephone conversation from
yesterday. | am not privy to the ideas of that conversation and
therefore | cannot comment. However, | assure the House that the
officials are reviewing this file and if anything is untoward it will
be referred to the police.

HEALTH CARE

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Health.

The other day in the House the minister said that more than
money would be required to fix health care. We certainly all agree
with him on that. There is a need for reform.

However, the redlity of the situation is that more money is
required as well. More money must be delivered on Monday when
the budget comes down in order to restore the 50:50 federa -pro-
vincia partnership if the minister wants to have the moral high
ground again and if he wants to be able to work with his provincial
counterparts, as he says he wants to do.



4034

COMMONSDEBATES

February 25, 2000

Oral Questions

Will there be significantly more money put back into health care
on Monday in the budget?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
budget will be tabled on Monday, but let us look at what the
government has done over the last two to three years. When al
other programs were being reduced, we restored and increased the
transfers to the provinces for health. The Prime Minister, in his
letter to the premiers following their February 3 meeting, said that
careful consideration would be given to the priorities expressed by
premiers.

| urge the member to wait until Monday. | also urge the member
to urge his provincial counterparts in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and
B.C. to work with ustoward medicare renewal in the months ahead.

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
was here when the Canada Health Act was passed. When the
government laid down the rules for medicare in the Canada Health
Act, it was contributing a heck of a lot more money to medicare
than it is today on a percentage basis.

Does the minister not acknowledge the need to get back to a
50:50 relationship between the federal government and the prov-
inces if he wants to show the kind of leadership in reforming and
saving medicare that he claims he wants to do? He is going to have
to do that. When will that be done? Is he committed to doing it?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
acknowledge that the Government of Canada hasto do its part. Not
only isthisthe right thing to do, and the money is needed, but over
time the Government of Canadawill not be in a position to enforce
the principles of the Canada Health Act unless it has a presencein
the system. That is why, under the Prime Minister’s leadership, we
committed significant additional money last year to health trans-
fers to the provinces. As we said at the time, more will be done as
our balance sheet improves.

| agree with the hon. member. | urge him and his counterparts to
work with us to renew medicare into the future.

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Rick Borotsik (Brandon—Souris, PC): Mr. Speaker, with
yesterday’s welcomed but belated announcement of Manitoba and
Saskatchewan agricultural support, the minister acknowledged the
huge impact that the cancellation of the Crow benefit had on farm
net incomes.

Is the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food now admitting to
western Canadian farmers that he and his government totally
mishandled the cancellation of the Crow rate and that it should

have been phased out over a much longer period of time, as was
proposed by the previous Conservative government?

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, when this government took over from the hon.
member’s party, | do not have to remind Canadians of the financia
situation of the country. We had to make some changes at that time.
We made changes that affected the grain transportation policy in
western Canada, which we put considerable resources and funds
into it at that time. We added more to that yesterday. The result of
that is further diversification and, in the long run, a stronger
agricultural economy both on the farm and in rural western Canada.

Mr. Rick Borotsik (Brandon—Souris, PC): Mr. Speaker, the
minister obviously did not admit to his mishandling of it but he
should have.

We know we have a grain handling problem right now in
transportation. Will he commit to fixing the transportation problem
and throwing his full and immediate support behind the imple-
mentation of the Kroeger report recommendations?

® (1130)

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member knows that there has been an
ongoing consultation and discussion process with Justice Estey,
with Mr. Kroeger, with the industry and with everyone involved in
grain transportation across the country.

The government’s intention is to make some positive changes to
strengthen again in another way western agriculture on farms and
in rura communities.

KENORA—RAINY RIVER

Mr. Rahim Jaffer (Edmonton—Strathcona, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, in the riding of the minister of Indian affairs there is a different
definition of the winning conditions. If people donate to the
minister’s campaign they win big. If they are members of the
Liberal executive and donate to his campaign, the rules will be bent
to ensure that they win big.

Businesses in his riding donated just over $16,000 to the 1997
election campaign. That is a fair amount of money, but the return
on the investment was a staggering $2.5 million. Why does the
Indian affairs minister think that it is okay to repay the generosity
of private donors with public funds?

The Speaker: Order, please. We are going a bit far in the
allegations today. If the hon. Deputy Prime Minister wishes to
address this question | will permit it.
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Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member is making an outrageous allegation. He is saying
that there is a direct connection between donations and govern-
ment funds.

| challenge the hon. member to say that outside the House and
take responsibility for aleging what is conduct contrary to the
crimina code. | suggest he back that up with facts here and outside
the House. If he cannot do that, as | know he cannot, then let him
withdraw those remarks and take the blame for misusing the
privileges of the House as he is doing.

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
president of the Liberal Party in the Indian affairs minister’sriding
got ataxpayer funded loan of $150,000. Lucky him. The troubleis
that the agency that gave him the loan limits its loans to a
maximum of $125,000. He got $25,000 more than is allowed.

Why do prominent Liberalsin the Indian affairs minister’sriding
get more money than anyone else is entitled to?

The Speaker: Order, please. | think the thrust of the questionsis
such that these are pretty strong allegations. If the hon. minister or
anyone else wants to respond to that | will permit it, but | prefer we
stay away from the party stuff and stick with the policies for which
these ministers are responsible.

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Secretary of State (Rural Develop-
ment)(Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern
Ontario), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, once again that member and that
party are absolutely wrong.

First, treasury board guidelines and the agreement signed be-
tween the federal government and the particular local agency allow
for loans over $125,000. If the hon. member did his job and
actually did hisresearch instead of just reading the paper, he would
have known that.

By the way, that is a loan given on a commercia basis with
repayment and with an interest rate much higher than what
someone would pay in the private sector.

[Translation]

HUMAN RESOURCESDEVELOPMENT

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, in the riding of Rosemont affair, the minister claimed that no
premises were available in Montreal. The owner, Mr. Goldberger,
was furious and denied this, saying that his decision was strictly a
business one.

Will the Deputy Prime Minister tell us what reasons were given
for this business decision, for leaving Montreal to go to Saint-Mau-
rice? What other business is involved?

Oral Questions

TheSpeaker: | do not know that the government can know what
went on in that person’s head.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

The Speaker: Order, please. If the hon. Deputy Prime Minister
wants to answer the question, | give him permission.

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| do not think the hon. member’s question is a matter for the
government. It is impossible for me to know what went on in Mr.
Goldberger’s head. The hon. member must ask Mr. Goldberger and
ask him what he meant by “business decision”.

® (1135)

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—M itis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, Mr. Goldberger says Confections Saint-Elie signed a lease in
March 1998. Confections Saint-Elie aso got grants in the summer
of 1997, which the Prime Minister boasted about in his election
flyer.

Is this the business in question with Mr. Goldberger?
[English]

The Speaker: Once again | do not know how we can get inside
the head of someone else. If the parliamentary secretary wants to
answer the question, go ahead.

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resour ces Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | agree with
you. Opposition members continue to ask questions about thisfile
when | have aready assured them that departmental officials are
looking into it to see if there are any irregularities.

| would like to say, though, that with 30,000 projects across the
country with a variety of partners we should be looking at these
things as the best efforts of groups of Canadians, whether they be
business persons or non-profit organization members, to create
economic activity. We have leveraged $2.7 million in private sector
partnership—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Peace River.

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, what a
surprise. The human resources minister got it wrong again. The
minister’s famous list has Aquilium Software Corporation listed as
bankrupt. That came as quite a shock to the company. Itisalive and
well, and frankly must be very glad the human resources minister is
not its accountant.

Is it the policy of the minister to deem companies bankrupt so
they can quaify for even more HRDC money?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Reform
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Party does not know how to accept good news when it findsit, itis
so busy thinking of the bad news.

The list we released on February 21 includes the status of
bankrupt and closed compani es as we knew them when the funding
was stopped. It is quite possible and to be hoped that some of these
companies were able to get back on their feet and are now
successful. The department would not have tracked their status
after the project had been stopped.

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, good news does not constitute driving a company under
with kindness. The HRD minister took a billion dollars of taxpayer
money and bungled it.

Now they are spending money, giving it to companies and telling
the world that they are bankrupt. What kind of mismanagement is
that? Isit apolicy of the minister to kill and drive viable businesses
under with kindness?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | think that
is the most ridiculous nonsense | have ever heard in the House. We
are in the business of creating economic activity—

The Speaker: Let us tone down the rhetoric on both sides a bit.

Ms. Bonnie Brown: The government is certainly not in the
business of driving companies under. The government is in the
business of creating opportunities for Canadians by leveraging
private sector money with government money in order to create
opportunities.

[Translation]

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (Lac-Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
the member for Rosemont was told by the assistant deputy minister
of Human Resources Development Canada that the entire grant of
$165,984 was paid to Mr. Goldberger’s company on April 14,
1998. Yet this same deputy minister admits that only five jobs had
been created by that date.

Can the Deputy Prime Minister tell us whether it is routine
practice for this government to distribute the full amount of grants
even before jobs have been created?

[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the ques-
tions that are coming forth from the Bloc Quebecois today contain
levels of detail for which | would have afulsome answer, provided
they had the courtesy of giving me these details ahead of question
period.

[Translation]

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (L ac-Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker, |
will put a more general question to the Deputy Prime Minister, or

other delegated ministers, or perhaps the Minister for International
Trade could answer.

Is what we have here not proof of the practices fit for the dark
ages that the Minister of Human Resources Development con-
demned when she first took up her post?

® (1140)

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
it iswell known that one of the longstanding conventions, based on
longstanding precedents of this House, is that only the present
minister comments on matters having to do with a department.

[English]

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the finance
minister who arranges our tax levels is the final banker. He is the
trustee of the money that taxpayers are obligated to pay. Canadians
are looking to him to oversee the money management of the
government.

Yesterday the Deputy Prime Minister said:

—the Minister of Finance has stated his support for the programs administered by
the HRD department—

Since the finance minister supports the human resources minis-
ter even after the billion dollar boondoggle, how much would she
have to lose before he withdrew that support and showed Canadians
they could trust him?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the stewardship of the Minister of Finance on behalf of the entire
government of the finances of the government is proven by the fact
that he eliminated, together with all of us, the $42 billion deficit
left to us by the Conservatives.

He has back to back balanced budgets, back to back surpluses,
low interest rates and low inflation. That is fine stewardship and it
goes much further than the empty rhetoric of the hon. member.

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, listen to
this for stewardship. The minister of HRDC said that she took
action when she became aware that her department was in the dark
ages in the management of grants and contributions.

Last spring the auditor general reported on a $1.9 billion TAGS
program: 34% did not contain any proposal, 26% had no clear
objectives and one-third did not meet the criteria under which they
had been approved. | could go on.

Why did the minister wait until this January, almost a whole
year, before she took action on this mismanagement and incompe-
tence?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resour ces Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the minister
is the first one to admit that there are problems within the
department in grants and contributions administration.
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She has come forward with the action plan to address these
issues. That action plan has been suggested and reviewed by
outside specidlists. Currently it isbeing reviewed or will be started
to be reviewed by the human resources development standing
committee.

We are trying to fix the problems. Picking at the scabs that can
be produced by looking through these files is not helping anyone.

* k% *
[Translation]

CINAR

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres—L es-Patriotes, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, in connection with the CINAR affair, which now admitsto
fraud, after public denunciation and a new investigation, yesterday
in this House the Minister of National Revenue indicated that his
voluntary disclosure program might apply.

My question is for the Deputy Prime Minister. Are we to
understand that the government is preparing to grant CINAR the
right to make use of that program, thus providing this affair with a
first class funeral?

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, no, quite the contrary. The
honourable member is well aware of the existence of a voluntary
disclosure program.

Besides, we are not of course allowed to comment on individual
returns. The Bloc Quebecois ought to be able to understand very
clearly why the contents of individual returns ought not to be
disclosed.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Mr. Marcel Proulx (Hull—Aylmer, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister for International Trade.

With the increase in our small and medium businesses' activity
abroad, could the minister tell us whether Canadaisreally benefit-
ing from the opening up of international markets?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister for International Trade,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | draw the attention of this House today to the
fact that the opening up of markets benefits all, and certainly
Canada.

For example, last year, our exports increased by nearly 12%, and
our imports by 7.7%. The Government of Canada is working
tirelessdy to have the international system based on clear rules so
our SMBs may enjoy greater access to the markets, as they create
longstanding and quality jobs.

This also means a better quality of life for Canadians. Hats off to
Canada’'s small and medium business—

Oral Questions
The Speaker: The hon. member for Prince Albert.

* Kk %
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[English]

HUMAN RESOURCESDEVELOPMENT

Mr. Derrek Konrad (Prince Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
government is sending its top bureaucrats, including those from
HRDC, to the all-inclusive PA. Douglas seminar in Banff. On the
agendain between the wining and dining are such riveting topics as
“How to Say Goodbye”, our wish for the minister.

How can the minister justify this expense? What will HRDC
bureaucrats be learning, how to say goodbye to more taxpayers
dollars?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member did not give us any notice of this question on a
detailed specific matter. However, | will take note of the question,
consult with the minister and get back to him on the real facts as
soon as possible.

Mr. Jim Pankiw (Saskatoon—Humboldt, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
based on the hillion dollar waste scandal, it is apparent that HRDC
officials did not gain any managerial wisdom at last year's
luxurious retreat in Banff. This year an agenda item is * Getting
People to Like You".

If the minister and her officials want people to like them, they do
not need a seminar. They need to stop their irresponsible and
wasteful spending at HRDC. Why does the minister make it so
difficult for people to like her?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
if there is a seminar on getting people to like you, that explains
where the Leader of the Opposition must be today.

Some hon. members; Oh, oh.

The Speaker: Order, please. We should not say whether one
member is here or not on any given day.

* k* %

HEALTH CARE

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (Winnipeg North Centre, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, al week and today included the government has
suggested that it has restored the cuts it took out in 1995. That
statement isadistortion of the facts and it does agreat disservice—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

TheSpeaker: Order, please. Let usgo easy. It isnot out of order,
but you are getting close.
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Ms. Judy Wasylycia-L eis: My apologies, Mr. Speaker. Let me
just say that it obscures the facts and does a disservice to
Canadians.

The facts are the government cut the cash to health care. Cash
transfer payments are the glue that holds the national health care
system together. When cash drops so low, the government loses the
moral authority to enforce the Canada Health Act. We are till short
$4.3 billion in cash.

My question is simple and straightforward. On Monday will the
government put back the cash it took out of heath care?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
if the hon. member wants to be informative and tell the whole story,
why does she not give the facts on the value of the tax points in
billions of dollars for health care and the value of equalization?
Without that, her answer isincomplete. Because of your ruling, Mr.
Speaker, | cannot say mideading, but at the very least it is
incomplete.

The Speaker: More than that, you cannot even say that you are
not going to say misleading.

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (Winnipeg North Centre, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, let me mention to the Deputy Prime Minister the
government’s own words in the federal budget of 1997 which
stated “only the cash transfer affects program spending”. The
government knows that it is the cash that makes the difference and
gives the government the power to enforce the principles of
medicare.

If the cash has been restored, why do we have a crisis today?
Why is the Ottawa Hospital today making choices about urgent
surgery, not elective surgery, and choosing who shall have that
surgery?

The problem isthat the cash has been cut and all we know is that
the government is preparing to put in aone time only payment. On
Monday will the cash be put back and will it stop—

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
budget will be tabled on Monday.

The numbers speak for themselves as the Deputy Prime Minister
has said. The total value of the transfers to the provinces, al of
which can be used for health care, is higher now than it was when
we took office.

The opposition can quibble about numbersin the past but the real
question in front of Canadiansis, how do we hang on to our health
care system for the future? How do we make sure it is sustainable
for our families and children in the years to come? That is what we
are focusing on. | am now working with people in the provincial
departments to make sure we reshape medicare for the future.

® (1150)

TRUCKING INDUSTRY

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
the Department of Transport has become a profit centre at the
expense of the trucking industry and the people employedinit. The
government eliminated the Atlantic regional freight transportation
assistance program and the maritime freight rate both of which
allowed Atlantic truckers to equalize costs and compete with other
parts of the country.

Will the government meet with representatives of the trucking
industry and put together a plan with them to reduce costs for the
industry?

Mr. Stan Dromisky (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Transport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to point out to
members of the House that there have been ongoing consultations
with al members of the industry. In the very near future we will
have before the House and before the members of the transporta-
tion committee our recommendations to solve many of the prob-
lems which the industry is facing right now.

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Tobique—M actaquac, PC): Mr. Speaker,
the Liberal government has done everything it can to drive up
operating costsfor the trucking industry. The Liberalsincreased the
excise tax on diesel fuel. They eliminated federal competitive
assistance programs and have now allowed the condition of our
national highways to deteriorate.

The deputy premier of New Brunswick took the initiative to
meet with truckers and offer them help. Will the transport minister
give them the same courtesy and meet with them to work out aplan
to reduce their costs?

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Natural Resources and
Minister responsiblefor the Canadian Wheat Board, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the parliamentary secretary has aready indicated that
work is under way and ongoing.

Let mejust correct the record with respect to the excise tax. The
government has not increased the excise tax on diesel fudl. In fact,
that tax was imposed in the first place and then increased by the
previous Conservative government. It was four cents when we
came into office and it is four cents today.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Hon. Charles Caccia (Davenport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, can the
Minister of Foreign Affairs assure the House that Canada will
decline the invitation to join the North American missile defence
system, one of the most insane ideas emanating from Washington
since Ronald Reagan’s star wars proposal ?
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Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to clarify for the hon. member that at this
point in time the United States government has not made a final
decision on this particular weapons system nor have we been
invited to participate. Any decision would be clearly premature.

I would like to underline that we do have a concern about the
proposal and the impact upon the ABM treaty which is a very
essential link in the broad arms control regime that we have. We
would therefore have to take that particular factor into very serious
account.

HUMAN RESOURCESDEVELOPMENT

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, a
$600,000 transitional jobs fund grant was awarded to MacNeils
Covein Nova Scotiato build aboardwalk. However, the boardwalk
was built without any of the required permits and as a result
remains unfinished. A local resident calls it a monument to human
stupidity. | call it a monument to Liberal stupidity.

Why did the HRD minister spend $600,000 of taxpayers' money
on a boardwalk boondoggle that did not have the required permits?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in the
community to which the member refers, there were 405 displaced
workers from the fishery. HRDC sat down with the community to
identify appropriate intervention that might get these people back
to work. The project identified was twofold: building the board-
walk and clearing up the waterfront area, which has now turned it
into atourist attraction. Thereis evidence in the file on this project
that the landowners gave permission and a building permit was
issued. Asaresult, 164 fishers moved on to long term employment.

* Kk %

[Translation]

GASOLINE PRICES

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the sky-
rocketing prices of gasoline, fuel and diesel are a concern to
consumers and businesses, as they are increasingly affected by this
situation.

My question is for the Minister of Natural Resources. Now that
severa provinces have announced their plans, what is the govern-
ment waiting for to announce its own action plan, within its
jurisdiction, to meet the public’s concerns?

® (1155)
[English]

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Natural Resources and
Minister responsiblefor the Canadian Wheat Board, Lib.): Mr.

Oral Questions

Speaker, the federal government’s jurisdiction in this matter
relates to two areas. First, the competition policy, as the Minister of
Industry has aready explained, has been investigated and in
appropriate circumstances the proper action has been taken. Sec-
ond, there are cases of national emergency, threatened national
security, but we are obvioudly not at that point. Matters relating to
the regulation of consumer prices are entirely within provincial
jurisdiction.

SCOTIA RAINBOW

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Brasd' Or—Cape Breton, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, there was a revelation in the House yesterday. We found
out that the minister for ACOA can read a Liberal press release
turned into an editorial.

| have an article from the Nova Scotia provincial e ection stating
that aworker at Scotia Rainbow said he could not believe he had to
put together Liberal election signs. Workers were asked to nail
signs together on company time and put them on their front lawns.
A lot of workers are feeling threatened.

Is it because of this connection to the Liberal government and
Scotia Rainbow that the minister continues to dance around this
issue?

Hon. George S. Baker (Minister of Veterans Affairs and
Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency),
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, ACOA did put in amillion dollar loan into this
enterprise. HRDC put in $2 million. The provincial government put
in double that amount of money. The investors put in double that
amount of money. And by far, the largest amount of money was put
in by the chartered banks.

To dam the federal government for this huge expenditure by the
chartered banks and private individuals would be like blaming the
boy scouts for the gulf war.

GASOLINE PRICES

Ms. Angela Vautour (Beauséour—Petitcodiac, PC): Mr.
Speaker, high fuel prices are causing a crisis not only for trucking
companies but for all Canadians. When will the government show
leadership and reduce fuel taxes or will it continue to keep looking
for excuses to justify doing absolutely nothing about this crisis?

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Natural Resources and
Minister responsiblefor the Canadian Wheat Board, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, as | have explained in response to a previous question
from amember of the same party, the excisetax on diesel was atax
invented by the Conservative Party. It was increased by the
Conservative Party.
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It was four cents a litre when we came into office. It remains at
four cents alitre today. If the hon. member would like to know the
source of this problem, she might look in the mirror.

* Kk %

KOSOVO

Mrs. Karen Redman (Kitchener Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
on Monday tens of thousands of Albanians faced a crowd of Serbs
across the bridge that spans the Ibar River in the divided city of
Mitrovica. We know that Canadians bore the brunt of the violent
demonstrations.

My question is for the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Defence. What role did the Canadian forces play in
preventing the violence from escalating even further?

[Translation]

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member
for her question.

In Mitrovica, inter-ethnic violence between Albanian Kosovars
and Serbs is an explosive situation. This is why 200 Canadian
troops were redeployed from Pristina to Mitrovica

[English]

On Monday tens of thousands of Albanians faced a crowd of
Serbs across the bridge which spans the Ibar River in the divided
city of Mitrovica The Canadian presence helped prevent the clash
between the Albanian and Serb residents from completely deterio-
rating. The Canadians bore the brunt of this violent demonstra-
tion—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Surrey Central.

* Kk %

HUMAN RESOURCESDEVELOPMENT

Mr. Gurmant Grewal (Surrey Central, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
Canadian Aerospace Group International received a $1.3 million
TJF grant to allegedly create 500 jobs in North Bay, Ontario. The
project failed. The company was then given a $1.7 million interest
free loan to set up in Saint-Hubert, Quebec.

Since the project in North Bay never got off the ground, will the
boondoggle government be recovering the $1.3 million tax dollars
lost on that grant?

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the biggest oxymoron around
here is Reform Party research. No money was given for the project
in Saint-Hubert.

[Translation]

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, is there anyone in the government who can explain to us

today how it is that they are unable to confirm the facts that we
have brought to light?

® (1200)

The Deputy Prime Minister spoke of suppositions, when it was a
deputy minister of Human Resources Development Canada who
herself called the member for Rosemont yesterday to pass on these
facts.

Why is no one in this government able to answer questions,
when we have the information from a deputy minister? Why is it
that adeputy minister is calling us, that the minister does not know,
that the Deputy Prime Minister does not know, and that the
parliamentary secretary does not know?

Something is wrong with this picture.

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we are very open to the hon. member when we are in a position to
confirm the facts.

He alluded to a conversation. | think it wise that we contact the
deputy minister and ask whether she is able to verify the hon.
member’s allegations. We will check this out and get back to the
hon. member in due course.

[English]

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
despite the platitudes from the Prime Minister for agood future for
young people, the only vision of the future for tens of thousands of
students is a massive debt wall.

It is undeniable that high student debt and skyrocketing tuition
fees are directly caused by the massive retreat in federal funds for
post-secondary education.

If the government is truly committed to education and accessi-
bility, will the government commit to the single most important
action needed, to restore funds to post-secondary education?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| think we all appreciate the confidence of the hon. member in the
Liberal government. She is looking to the government to do the
right thing. The government will do the right thing. | cannot say
what the details will be or whether they will cover this exact
subject, but her vote of confidence is appreciated.

* k* %

HUMAN RESOURCESDEVELOPMENT

Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,
PC): Mr. Speaker, we know that the government is caught in the
past, but can the Minister of HRDC please explain why four
companies, owned or partly owned by three members of the



February 25, 2000

COMMONS DEBATES

4041

executive of the Ministry of Indian Affairsand Northern Develop-
ment, received $385,000 in HRDC grantsfor job creationsin 1997?

Many of the companies which received over $2.5 million in
Kenora—Rainy River, courtesy of the overtaxed Canadian, fun-
nelled $16,000 back to the government member in political dona-
tions.

If this is not blatant patronage, what is it?

TheSpeaker: | understand the question. It deals more with party
matters. | see the hon. Deputy Prime Minister on his feet. If he
wishes to respond, | will permit him to do so.

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we cannot let anything stay on the record of the House of Commons
whichislinked to the allegations of the hon. member when he talks
about money from the government being funnelled back. Those are
assertions for which he has provided no foundation, asfar as | am
aware. We are all aware that there is no foundation. If he took his
job seriously he would get on his feet and withdraw those unwar-
ranted allegations.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

® (1205)

[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), | have the honour to table, in
both official languages, the government’s response to 25 petitions.

* Kk %

[Translation]

CANADIANINTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

Mr. Eugene Bellemare (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
for International Cooperation, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have the
honour to table, in both official languages and on behalf of the
Minister for International Cooperation, the list of companies
supported by CIDA between April 1, 1996 and March 31, 1999,
grouped by company, as requested in the House yesterday.

[English]

Mr. Jim Pankiw: Mr. Speaker, asyou know, | have submitted an
application for an emergency debate regarding an international
event which falls within the scope of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs. Because of the urgent nature of this matter, | seek the

Routine Proceedings

unanimous consent of the House to move immediately past the
daily routine of business directly to applications for emergency
debates.

The Speaker: Does the hon. member have the unanimous
consent of the House?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

TheSpeaker: The hon. member can revisit this matter at the end
of Routine Proceedings. We have received the application.

Mr. Rick Borotsik: Mr. Speaker, | request through your good
graces that you use your office to facilitate the settlement of a
difficulty which is disrupting the work of the Standing Committee
on Agriculture and Agri-Food.

| know that you cannot intervene, Mr. Speaker—

The Speaker: You are correct. | cannot intervene unlessthereis
a report before the House. As far as | know, there is no report
before the House, so your point of order is out of order.

* Kk %

CANADA FOUNDATION FOR INNOVATION

Mr. John Cannis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have the honour today to table, in
both official languages, the Canada Foundation for Innovation
annua report for 1998-99. Pursuant to Standing Order 32(5), this
report will be referred to the Standing Committee on Industry.

* k* %

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

BILL C-20

Mr. Peter Milliken (Kingston and the Islands, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, this is the first time | have had an opportunity to speak
from my place in the House in this parliament and | am tempted to
make a speech. However, | will resist that urge because it would be
out of order.

[Translation]

Pursuant to order of reference of Thursday, February 10, 2000
your committee has considered Bill C-20, an act to give effect to
the requirement for clarity as set out in the opinion of the Supreme
Court of Canada in the Quebec Secession Reference, and has
agreed, on Thursday, February 24, 2000, to report it without
amendments.

Some hon. members. Democracy, democracy.

PUBLICACCOUNTS

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | have the
honour to present, in both official languages, the fourth report of
the Standing Committee on Public Accounts on chapter 1 of the
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April 1999 report by the Auditor General of Canada on * Correc-
tional Services of Canada: Reintegration of Offenders”.

[English]

| also present the fifth report of the Standing Committee on
Public Accounts relating to the public accounts of Canada,
1998-99. Pursuant to Standing Order 109 of the House of Com-
mons the committee requests the government to table a compre-
hensive response to these two reports.

* % *
® (1210)

AN ACT FOR THE RECOGNITION AND PROTECTION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville, Ref.) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-437, an act to amend an act for the
recognition and protection of human rights and fundamental
freedoms and to amend the Constitution Act, 1867.

He said: Mr. Speaker, this is the fourth time | have introduced
my property rights bill in the House.

The government has such disdain for any legisative protection
for property rights that thus far it has refused to make my previous
attempts votable, and it has refused al attempts to even have my
proposals reviewed by the standing committee.

Individual property rights need strengthening because they were
intentionally left out of the charter of rights and freedoms. Recent
court cases have proven that Canadians have no protection whatso-
ever from the arbitrary taking of property by the federal govern-
ment.

My bill would make up for this mind-boggling omission from
the charter by strengthening the property rights provisions in the
Canadian bill of rights. My bill would also require a two-thirds
majority vote of the House whenever the government passes laws
that override fundamental property rights, likeit did when it passed
the Firearms Act and the Canadian Wheat Board Act.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

Mr. Joe Jordan: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | sit on
the subcommittee on Private Members Business. That member
knows that it is a non-partisan committee. To accuse the govern-
ment of making that decision is just—

The Speaker: That is not a point of order.

* Kk %

COMPETITIONACT

Mrs. Karen Redman (Kitchener Centre, Lib.) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-438, an act to amend the Competition Act
(game of chance).

She said: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise today to introduce a
private member’s bill at first reading. This bill deals with printed
material which conveys the general impression that the recipient
has won aprize, but in order to collect that prize afee must be paid.

The private member’s bill would make it an offence under the
Competition Act to deliberately circulate material which conveys
the general impression that the recipient has won a prize; however,
for them to be able to collect that prize they must pay money. Any
individual or company which contravenes this legislation will be
guilty of asummary conviction and can be fined up to $200,000 or
sentenced to one year of imprisonment.

Thisis an important consumer issue. As members of parliament
we have an obligation to address this matter. Therefore, | am
pleased to bring this forward in legisation.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT RETIRING ALLOWANCES
ACT

Mr. Jim Pankiw (Saskatoon—Humboldt, Ref.) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-439, an act to amend the Members of
Parliament Retiring Allowances Act (rights ceasing to accrue after
the end of 2000).

He said: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this enactment is simply to
provide that the Members of Parliament Retiring Allowances Act
shall cease to apply to service as a member after the end of 2000.
Members will not be entitled to contribute or accrue any benefits
for service after December 31, 2000.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

MEDICALLY UNNECESSARY ABORTION
REFERENDUM ACT

Mr. Jim Pankiw (Saskatoon—Humboldt, Ref.) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-440, an act to provide for areferendum to
determine whether Canadians wish medically unnecessary abor-
tions to be insured services under the Canada Health Act and to
amend the Referendum Act.

® (1215)

He said: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this enactment is to provide
for areferendum to be held on the question of whether public funds
should be used for medically unnecessary abortions.

If the electors agree that this should not be the case, an
amendment to the Canada Health Act would be brought into force
which would allow areduction in fiscal transfers to provinces that
allow such funding.
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(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Jim Pankiw (Saskatoon—Humboldt, Ref.) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-441, an act to amend the Criminal Code
(consecutive sentence for use of firearm in commission of offence).

He said: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this enactment isto require
that a sentence for the commission of certain serious offences be
supplemented if a firearm is used.

The additional sentence is to be served concurrently to the other
sentence and is to be a further minimum punishment of 10 years
imprisonment if the firearm is not discharged, 20 years if it is
discharged and 25 yearsif it is discharged and as a result a person,
other than an accomplice, is wounded, maimed or disfigured.

The offences affected are those specified in the sections of
murder, manslaughter, attempted murder, assault causing bodily
harm with intent, sexual assault with a weapon, aggravated sexual
assault, kidnapping, hostage taking, robbery and extortion.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | move that the first report of the Standing Committee on
Agriculture and Agri-Food, presented on Tuesday, February 22, be
concurred in.

| appreciate my hon. colleague from Peace River seconding the
motion to concur in this report today. | will be splitting my time
with the hon. member for Yorkton—Melville.

| am very pleased to have the opportunity to speak today about
this very important issue, especialy in light of the announcement
that was made as recently as yesterday by the government. | am
speaking about the agricultural crisis, especiadly as it relates to
western Canada and producers in all four western provinces. As
members will notice, | have included my own province of British
Columbia

Not many people understand that in the northeast corner of
British Columbia, an area that | represent, there is an agricultura
sector that is very similar to the three prairie provinces of Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. It is a very important issue in my
particular riding of Prince George—Peace River and al across
Canada, but especialy on the prairies.

Routine Proceedings

Inthe brief timethat | have | must say that | feel the government
has failed miserably in properly and adequately addressing the
agricultural income crisisin Canada today. | say today because the
most recent opportunity to address this problem in a very real way
was as recent as yesterday and the government failed. The Liberals
have failed once again. They have come forward with some ad hoc
funding but no plan to get that assistance to the producers,
especially the farmers who are beginning to prepare for spring
seeding. The uncertainty producers are facing is whether they
should even put a crop in the ground this spring. This is something
the government needs to address in a comprehensive and very real
way. It should not be done in some photo-op by the minister saying
“Well, we have listened, we have heard the concerns emanating
from western Canada and we intend to address this by throwing in
another $240 million”.

® (1220)

Thiswas another announcement just like the others we have seen
over the last year and a half.

Mr. Charlie Penson: It is the same money.

Mr. Jay Hill: Mr. Speaker, as my hon. colleague from Peace
River said, it isthe same money. They just keep announcing it over
and over again.

Farmers are not fooled. One of the reasons that the official
opposition, the Reform Party of Canada, launched its own series of
grassroots agricultural meetings across western Canada was to get
input from farmers themselves at small townhall meetings, not by
blowing into Regina, Saskatoon or Calgary and talking to a select
group of witnesses who appear before the standing committee. We
wanted to go out and talk directly to the producers who were most
affected by the government’s lack of agricultural policy.

My colleagues, who are agricultural critics for the official
opposition, instituted a plan to travel across western Canadaand set
up meetings called assistance for struggling agricultural producers,
ASAP The acronym could also be *‘as soon as possible” . As soon
as possible we need to help farmers in Canada. It is important for
Canadiansto ask themselves avery serious question at thisjuncture
of our history: Do we want to have aviable agricultural industry in
Canada? If the answer to that isyes, and | suspect it is, we want a
healthy and secure supply of food in our nation, then we must give
farmers the support that is necessary and the certainty to conduct
their business.

We have been holding these meetings all across western Canada.
By the time they are done, around mid-March, my colleagues will
have conducted over 60 small townhall meetings scattered across
western Canada. In my riding we held one about half way through
the north and south Peace River agricultural regionsin asmall little
community called Farmington. | suspect this is one of the few
times members will hear that name in this place. It is not a big
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community but it is a very important agricultural community in
my riding of Prince George—Peace River.

The meeting was held on January 11, a cold winter night with
blowing snow and blizzard conditionsin the Peace River country in
northern British Columbia. We expected maybe a few dozen
farmers to show up. When my colleague and | went to the meeting
we were not sure just how many people would brave the cold, the
wind and the snow that night but over 100 farmers came out to that
meeting, these were men and women who realized their livelihoods
and the very security and future of their family farms were at stake.
Some of them travelled dozens of kilometres and, in some cases
well over 100 kilometres, to attend the meeting that night.

My colleague from Peace River held similar meetings in his
riding of Peace River, Alberta, the adjoining riding just immediate-
ly to the east of my riding. He held meetings in Grande Prairie and
Peace River and the response was the same. If we lump the two
meetings together, we had well over 150 individuals show up to air
their concerns.

® (1225)

Following the meeting we had in Farmington, one of my
constituents undertook a unique journey. Nick Parsons, from
Farmington, a small community just north of the city of Dawson
Creek, at mile zero of the Alaska highway, took it upon himself to
undertake a combine odyssey to Ottawa. He decided to drive his
combine right here to Parliament Hill.

An hon. member: To send a message.

Mr. Jay Hill: Exactly. He wanted to send a message and he is
sending a message. He is a little over halfway in his journey, a
journey of some 3,000 kilometres. | know this because | have
driven it, but | was not driving a combine. It took me about four
days by car as compared to his four to six weeks to drive his
combine down here.

Members would be amazed at the support this farmer has
received during his travels. When | was talking to him via his cell
phone the other day he told me that his journey is one of tears and
fears. The fears of Canadian farm families are being expressed to
him as he travels across western Canada; the fears that the industry
is dying and the fears that there is no hope.

Can anyone imagine being a farmer in western Canada today?
The redlity is that the government has given them no hope for a
future. This is being expressed to Nick Parsons every day as he
continues his journey across western Canada. Every day individu-
als stop Nick’s combine and hand him $20, $10 or whatever they
can afford to assist him in his journey across western Canada while
he tries to draw attention to the plight of the farm family and farms
in Canada. He wants everyone to know that no matter how hard the

farmers have struggled, they cannot make ends meet. No matter
how efficient they have become over the last number of decades,
thereality isthat they cannot make ends meet because internation-
al subsidies have driven down the price of their product to the point
where they cannot pay their bills. They are now on the verge of
losing their farms and their homes.

| have to try to convey the tragedy that is occurring on farms
across western Canada to the urban public who perhaps might be
watching the proceedings today. What is happening is a national

tragedy.

Farmers are looking to the government for something more than
having money thrown at them, money that never reaches them. In
the last year or so | have often made the comment that no matter
how many announcements, how many photo opportunities the
government has to announce the same money over and over again,
all the money in the world sitting on the cabinet table does the
farmer and his family absolutely no good until it ison their kitchen
table.

Of the money that was announced, even before the most recent
announcement yesterday, around 25% has actually reached farmers
to help them. This is a tragedy.

It is unfortunate that my time is up because | could, on behalf of
farmers all across Canada, go on speaking about this al day.

Mr. Dennis Gruending (Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is referring to the agriculture
committee report, which was just tabled as aresult of hearings held
in December 1999. | note there was an earlier report in December
1998. These two reports indicate that there is a problem. Members
of the agriculture committee understand there is a problem and
they want to do something about it.

After reading the report, | agree with much of the analysis and
much of the analysis has been provided by the member who just
spoke.

The New Democratic Party caucus disagrees strenuously with at
least one conclusion in the report. Our agriculture critic, the
member for Palliser, tabled a minority report, an addendum to the
report, in which he stated that the committee suggests that Canada
is so impoverished that it cannot afford to invest in our grain
farmers to the same extent as other countries.

® (1230)

The report indicates that Canada cannot compete with the
treasuries of these countries. My hon. colleague, the member for
Palliser, says that Canada certainly has the financial resources to
compete on a comparative basis with the United States and Europe.
The problem is that the Canadian government has decided it does
not want to compete. We know that it has cut support to farmers
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since 1993 by roughly 60%, so my colleague in this minority report
is saying that we in fact can compete.

We have been on to this issues, as has the Reform Party. The
NDP caucus has and will continue to support farmers in rura
communities in the ways that they are attempting to put bread on
their own tables in addition to putting it on ours.

Mr. Jay Hill: Mr. Speaker, | thank my colleague from the New
Democratic Party for his comments and his intervention. He
certainly raisesavery valid point. What | was trying to drive home
during my brief remarks is that | think it is incumbent upon al
Canadians to look inside themselves at this juncture in our history
to decide what priority they place on our agriculture industry.

The hon. member was referring to the level of support that other
countries give to their agricultural sector, whereas in Canada,
especially in the grain sector, we have seen a diminishing level of
support from the federal government over a number of years. We
could debate all day how much our national treasury can afford to
support an individual sector of the economy.

The member referred to his party’s minority report on the report
of the standing committee. Our agricultural critics also put forward
a minority report in which we listed eight positive things, other
than just an ad hoc propping up of the sector, the government could
undertake to assist farmers.

The farm safety net programs must be reformed to ensure long
term stable protection. That was one of the things that we put
forward, something that a lot of farmers have advocated for along
time. A lot of farmers have been involved through their local
producer organizations in promoting an expanded NISA program,
the Net Income Stabilization Act.

The federa government could lower the costs it imposes on
producers by giving genera tax reductions, lowering user fees
charged by the Department of Agriculture and Agri-Food and
reducing federal taxes charged on the manufacture, transportation
and sale of agricultural input such as fertilizer and especially fuel.

We hear members raising the issue of the high cost of fuel in the
House every day. That is something the government could move
on. It could do something about that. It could bring down the taxes
on fuel. It would have a direct impact on the input costs of farmers
as they do their planning for this spring’s seeding.

Aswell the government could further lower the costs of farmers
by enabling a competitive, commercially accountable grain han-
dling and transportation system. Many parliamentarians from all
parties have talked about changes to our transportation and grain
handling system, yet very little is being done.

The official opposition, the Reform Party of Canada, has identi-
fied a whole raft of things in our minority report, as have other

Routine Proceedings

parties, that the government could be doing to assist farmers. Yet
we see nothing but a photo op and government members saying
they will throw another couple of hundred million dollars at it.
Maybe it will eventually get to the farmers and maybe it will naot,
but they will throw it at them in the hope that it solvesthe problem.
Farmers especially know darn well it will not solve the problem.

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Méelville, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | travelled with the committee as it made its tour of the three
prairie provinces, so essentially | will be reporting on that.

I would like to acknowledge the fact that we cannot pin a label
on all the people on the other side. Some of them are willing to step
out of the mould. | would like to acknowledge especially the fact
that the member for Broadview—Greenwood in Toronto has done
his share in trying to profile the plight of prairie farmers when he
organized that rally. Back in November the Reform had a supply

day.
® (1235)
Mr. Dennis J. Mills. Bob was also there.

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz: Yes, there were more members, but |
acknowledged the member for Broadview—Greenwood because he
helped organize it. The point | am trying to make is that the more
we can get people from the other side joining together with us to
show this is a non-partisan issue and to communicate to the people
in the cities the plight of farmers, the better off we will al be.

There are some real issues we have to deal with in this place and
it is very difficult sometimes not to be partisan. It is great to see
members on the other side helping us because they do not have
elected people on the prairiesand in rural ridings to help communi-
cate that message to the cities. There is one cabinet minister from
Regina who is strangely silent on the issue, but | am glad to see
other members trying to do their best.

As | mentioned, | have been travelling with the committee.
Yesterday the Prime Minister made quite a big deal of the fact that
$1 billion were being made available to farmersin Saskatchewan. |
need to clarify the fact that it was not $1 billion in new money. |
hope he does not think farmers are not smart enough to know what
has been going on.

We have used the words billion dollar boondogglein referring to
the mismanagement of the jobs fund under HRD. | used the words
billion dollar boondoggle to describe the gun registry because in a
few years a billion dollars will have been wasted going after the
good guys rather than dealing with the real problem in Canada in
that regard. We could talk about the billion dollar boondoggle in
aboriginal affairs, and | suppose there are other areas. Here we have
abillion dollar boondoggle. When we look at all the things that are
going on, we are going to be talking real money soon. Why do | call
it aboondoggle? It is because the money is not getting to farmers.
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The programs are announced. When we listen to the media it
sounds like some grand thing has been done. | suppose the
impression created in Toronto is that farmers are getting this
money. If we listen carefully and we read the fine print, it says that
we will know by the end of March how the funds will be disbursed.
The farmers need the money. As my colleague from Prince
George—Peace River said, it has to be on the kitchen table.

Two years ago Reform said something needed to be done about
the crisis developing in agriculture. The Prime Minister said
“These things take time to develop”. What have the bureaucracy
and the government being doing for the last two years? The Prime
Minister went on to say ** You know me. | have to do my homework
first’”’. What was announced yesterday clearly showsthat he has not
done his homework.

Thisisonly asmall fraction of what farmers pay in tax. Farmers
are taxed to the max. Some of their input costs may be as much as
50% tax. People in the cities do not realize that farmers only get
back a small fraction of the money they send to Ottawa back.

Yesterday | had with me abox of shirts from the backs of afew
farmers. They want me to make the point with the people here and
across Canada that the government has literally taken the shirts off
their backs. | wanted to present those shirts to the Prime Minister
and the finance minister on behalf of farmers in Saskatchewan, and
they would not accept them. Then | went to the agricultural
minister who said he would not take them to the Prime Minister. |
still have the shirts that the government has taken right off the
backs of farmers.

Many points need to be made in this regard. Reform has
suggested a lot of good things. | want to let people who are
watching know that they can access a minority report on the
Reform’s position on the Internet. We are limited in time in the
House so | cannot go into al the details, but | will briefly
summarize what Reform is saying. Canada must aggressively
attack international subsidies and trade barriers so that farmers do
not have to compete with al the grain being dumped on the
international marketplace that forces farmers to sell their product
below the cost of production.

® (1240)
Mr. Charlie Penson: It sounds like the Boy Scouts to me.

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz: Exactly. My colleague from Peace River
has just made the point that we have tended to be the Boy Scouts at
the bargaining table. It is about time we got tough. Our competitors
are tough.

What doesthat do for priceswithin Canada? Because farmersare
caught in the international marketplace they are actually subsidiz-
ing the food being eaten in Toronto. People do not know that
farmers are being forced to sell below the cost of production and

people within Canada are benefiting from that fact. Whatever
happensin the international marketplace happens here. That iswhy
our government has to come to the rescue in the short term and
reduce taxes.

The government must immediately reduce the burden it places
on farmers. Farmers pay an inordinate amount of tax, everything
from an excise tax on fuel to user fees. What are user fees? For
people watching in the cities, user fees such as grain inspection
fees amount to $138 million annually for prairie farmers. Farmers
are compelled to pay the cost of agencies that benefit all sectors of
society. A good quality safe food supply helps everybody but the
farmer hasto pay the whole shot. That is not fair. Those fees should
be reduced, and Reform is asking for that to take place.

The government should give grain farmers the freedom to
market their own grain independent of the wheat board. One may
often hear or be given the impression, especialy by the minister
responsible for the wheat board, that because the wheat board has a
monopoly and farmers are not allowed to sell outside it is somehow
great for farmers.

The point is that farmers are not even allowed to process their
durum wheat into pasta and put it on the store shelf for sale. The
wheat board makes them sell their own grain to the wheat board
and buy it back before they can processiit. Of course thereisabig
handling fee and they have to buy it back at a higher price and the
profit is diminished.

| hope at some future point | will be able to address this problem
even more. We need to debate agriculture a lot more in the House.
At this point | would like to move:

That this House now adjourn and consider these things.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The request for the
House to adjourn is not receivable by the Chair because the House
is now under special order on time alocation and the vote on Bill
C-2 must be and will be put today at 2.15 p.m. We are till on
questions and comments.

® (1245)

Mr. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, PC): Mr. Speaker, one of the
difficulties with discussing agriculture in Ottawa is that there is a
pervasive feeling with the Liberals and | believe sometimes with
the Reform Party that if it is not grown in the west, it is not
agriculture.

The fact is the agricultural crisis and issues which face all
Canadian farmers are not western centred. There are significant
issues and indeed a crisis in western agriculture, but there are also
agricultural crises in other parts of the country.

My riding which represents 50% of the agricultural product from
Atlantic Canada, a greater level of agricultural output than al of
Prince Edward Island, isin an agricultura crisis. We have had four
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years of unprecedented levels of drought and destruction. For
instance the fruit growers have been virtually pummelled by this.

| am concerned with—

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): If the hon. member for
Kings—Hants will forgive me, | must correct a statement | made
just amoment ago. | want to put people at ease. | said that the vote
would be taken at 2.15 p.m. | wasin error. The vote will be at 1.15
p.m. We will go into Private Members Business at 1.30 p.m.
Therefore, to be clear, we are under time allocation and time
allocation means that the vote will be taken today at 1.15 p.m.

Mr. Jay Hill: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | ask for
further clarification on that.

It is my understanding that the motion to adjourn the House put
forward by my hon. colleague from Yorkton—Melville isin order.
Thereason it isin order is that the House was considering Bill C-2
this morning during the hour of debate from 10 o'clock to 11
o'clock. The House went to Routine Proceedings following ques-
tion period and we are now on motions.

We are not considering Bill C-2 any longer. We have no way of
knowing when we return to orders of the day following Routine
Proceedings whether the government will call Bill C-13 or another
bill.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask that you seek further clarification and a
further ruling on this because my understanding is that we are not
currently under time allocation that has been imposed on Bill C-2.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | will be happy to
consult with the table and we will make sure that we are doing
exactly the right thing.

As members can see the Chair benefits by having alot of good
professional advice at his beck and call. At page 9, chapter IlI,
sittings of the House, Standing Order 25 states:

When it is provided in any Standing or Special Order of this House that any
business specified by such Order shal be continued, forthwith disposed of, or
concluded in any sitting, the House shall not be adjourned before such proceedings
have been completed except pursuant to a motion to adjourn proposed by a Minister
of the Crown.

Unless a minister of the crown makes the proposal that the
House adjourn, the House will not adjourn and we are still under
the provisions of the standing order.

Theruling was correct. We arein debate. We arein questions and
comments and we will start the questions and comments period
from the beginning. The hon. member for Kings—Hants.

Mr. Scott Brison: Mr. Speaker, the agriculture industry isin a
crisis across Canada and for very different reasons. Frankly a
solution that may work in one region will certainly not address

Routine Proceedings

issues in other regions. Geographically Atlantic Canadian agricul-
ture faces very different issues from those of western Canadian
agriculture. That is common sense.

® (1250)

The Liberal government changed the El rulesin 1995. It had an
extremely deleterious impact on agriculture in Atlantic Canada to
the extent that Atlantic Canada farmers in my riding last year lost
about 30% of their crops because of the difficulty in attracting
seasona workers.

With the short growing season in Atlantic Canada, seasonal work
issues are more important than they are in other regions. It is a
growing season issue. The government may have thought that if the
rules were changed those people would go from seasonal work to
full time work. It did not work that way. Many of those seasonal
workers are now on provincial welfare rolls because of this
misdirected policy.

The Reform Party is positing some solutions for agriculture in
western Canada. As a party that purports to be a national party, |
would be interested in its recommendations for the seasonal work
issue facing farmers in Atlantic Canada.

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to reply to
this question because | spent quite a bit of time visiting farmsin
that member’'s riding. | heard firsthand the concerns of those
farmers. Perhaps a point that could be made here isthat some of the
members of parliament from that area should be representing those
people so | would not have to be going there.

In order to develop our policy we spent time on the farmsin that
area. It is interesting to note that the farmers there have concerns
that are very similar to the concerns in the west. One is that the
federa government does not have an agricultural policy which
deals with concerns right across Canada. It is time we developed a
comprehensive agricultural policy.

The member says that some of the problems faced by people in
his riding are not the same as those in the west. Of course there are
individual characteristics but there are common characteristics.
One of the things | am finding that farmers and also small
businesses face right across the country is that people bear a huge
tax burden which they can do nothing about it.

Built right into the farmers’ input cost, be they on the prairies or
in Nova Scotia or New Brunswick, is a high level of tax that
farmers cannot avoid when the federal government uses employ-
ment insurance premiums as a cash cow that is built right into the
product. They are pyramided. Whenever the farmer has to buy
something he is caught paying that tax and he cannot pass it on.
That is just one example.
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[Translation]

Mr. Odina Desrochers (Lotbiniére, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to say that we in the Bloc Quebecois also
oppose this report, because, once again, the policies included in
this—

An hon. member: Question, question.

Mr. Odina Desrochers: Mr. Speaker, | have the floor. Could my
colleague opposite respect that?

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member for
Lotbiniére, on questions and comments.

Mr. Odina Desrochers: Mr. Speaker, it is such a complicated
business, asking a question of those people over there, that one has
to start with a brief preamble so that they will be able to grasp what
it is al about, and get back on track with reality. They need
something concrete.

What | wanted to say, first of all, isthat | was against this report
that has been made public. In committee, | stated that | had a great
deal of difficulty understanding the title's reference to urgency,
when all the decisions reached by the government do not reflect
urgency or crisis.

I would like to know whether my Reform colleague shares my
opinion. Does he agree aso that the inertia of this government
needs to be condemned?

® (1255)
[English]

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz: Mr. Speaker, | can put my response in
just afew words. Yesit isacrisis. | agree with my hon. colleague
from Quebec. It is a genuine crisis. It has developed very quickly
because of the drop in commodity prices. However, the farmers
would be able to survive if their input costs were reduced. The
government could do much to reduce those input costs but it has
done nothing, such as tax reduction. Yes there is a huge crisis out
there and something needs to be done in the next month.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): Resuming debate, the
hon. member for Broadview—Greenwood. Just before we get to
the hon. member for Broadview—Greenwood, the hon. member
for St. Albert on a point of order.

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | rise on a
point of order. | move:

That the member for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca be now heard.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Thisisarather unusual
proceeding. The clerk has just filled me in on the proceedings of
the proceeding, so | will fill the House in on the proceedings of the
proceeding as well.

What happened was that | recognized the hon. member for
Broadviev—Greenwood on debate. At the same time the hon.
member for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca was on his feet. It is the
purview of the Chair to recognize whomever the Chair chooses to
recognize. The only way a member has to challenge the Chair’s
decision on who has been recognized is to move that another
member be recognized.

That is where we are now because the hon. member for
Broadview—Greenwood had not begun to speak. Had the member
for Broadview—Greenwood begun to speak, it would have been
game over and the point of order would not have been receivable.
But because the member had not begun to speak, another member
rose on a point of order. That is where we are.

Mr. Dennis J. Mills: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. In
the spirit of co-operating with the member from the Reform Party, |
have no problem in deferring and allowing the member to proceed.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): That isreally generous
but | still have to put the motion. Interestingly, a while ago we
discussed whether a point of order isin fact apoint of order and can
be raised if there is another point of order on the floor. If the hon.
member cares to go back to Hansard, | will not get into that again.

Right now we will put the question. Is it the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Call in the members.
® (1315)

And the bells having rung:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléelland): It being 1.15 p.m.,
pursuant to an order made on Tuesday, February 21, it ismy duty to
interrupt the proceedings and put forthwith every question neces-
sary to dispose of the third reading stage of Bill C-2. Accordingly,
the motion moved by the member for St. Albert isnull and void and
the demanded division is no longer necessary.

Mr. Jay Hill: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | would
point out to you that what should be null and void is the govern-
ment’s heavy handed use of time allocation.
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The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): That is not a point of
order.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

CANADA ELECTIONSACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-2, an
act respecting the election of members to the House of Commons,
repealing other acts relating to el ections and making consequential
amendments to other acts, be read the third time and passed, and of
the amendment.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The question is on the
amendment.

® (1320)

[Translation]
Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the amendment?
Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the amendment will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

And more than five members having risen:
[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléelland): Pursuant to Standing
Order 45, the recorded division stands deferred until Monday,
February 28, 2000 at the ordinary hour of daily adjournment.

Mr. Jim Pankiw: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. Again,
with respect to my application for an emergency debate, | would
beg the brief indulgence of the House to explain the application so |
can seek unanimous consent to move to that now.

The situation is that three Canadian children are being held
hostage by the child protection services agency in California. They
have been there for six months, separated from their parents. Itisa
violation of their rights and the rights of—

Government Orders

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Excuse me. We need to
ask for the unanimous consent of the House to hear your justifica-
tion for an application for an emergency debate.

Does the hon. member for Saskatoon—Humboldt have the
consent of the House to put forth his reasons for the application for
an emergency debate?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order. |
have a question on procedure. | do not believe that when an hon.
member is requesting an emergency debate he or she needs
unanimous consent to outline it, according to my understanding.

® (1325)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member for
Yorkton—Melville is quite correct. That would be the case if we
were in Routine Proceedings; however, the House is not in Routine
Proceedings, under which the Speaker would normally consider
applications for emergency debates. Therefore, an application for
an emergency debate would require unanimous consent.

Mr. Ken Epp: Mr. Speaker, you will recall that when we were
interrupted for the vote we were in fact dealing with a motion
which was under Routine Proceedings, so we are still in Routine
Proceedings.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): When we were inter-
rupted for the vote we were governed by an earlier order, which
was the procedure having to do with time allocation.

[Translation]

Mr. Réal Ménard: Mr. Speaker, concerning the request for an
emergency debate by our Reform colleague, | take it that some
children are involved.

Before we reach a decision in this House, | would like our
colleague to explain to us how this affects Canadian children, and
how we could help him.

| believe that, because children are involved, we need to—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Perhaps the hon.
member for Hochelaga—Maisonneuve could ask for the unani-
mous consent of the House to alow the member to conclude his
explanation.

Mr. Réal Ménard: Mr. Speaker, what we want is the unanimous
consent of the House to get additional information, so that our
colleague can tell us about the urgency of this matter, about how we
can help him and about how Canadian children are involved.

We should at least listen to the member to get additional
information. Government members are nodding, which means they
are prepared to entertain his request.
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The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Does the House give
its consent to proceed as suggested by the hon. member for
Hochelaga—Mai sonneuve?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

[Translation]

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron: Mr. Speaker, as you just pointed out,
the recorded division on the amendment to Bill C-2 at third reading
stands deferred until next week.

| simply wish to draw the attention of the Chair, of al the
members of this House and of those who are watching us on
television that, because of the gag order at third reading, Bill C-2,
the Canada Elections Act, which is a fundamental law in any
democracy, has only been debated by two parties in this House,
namely the Reform Party and the government party, while the other
three opposition parties were gagged.

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): That is not a point of
order. The Chair will accept a mation to see the clock at 1.30 p.m.

Mr. Jim Pankiw: Mr. Speaker, since it appears that we will not
be able to hear the application for an emergency debate, | wonder if
the members who declined that request would be willing to discuss
it with the parents involved.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The Chair sees the
clock at 1.30 p.m. The House will now proceed to the consideration
of Private Members' Business, as listed on today’'s order paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]

FIRST NATIONSOMBUDSMAN ACT

The House resumed from November 4, 1999 consideration of the
motion that Bill C-222, an act to establish the office of First
Nations Ombudsman to investigate complaints relating to adminis-
trative and communication problems between members of First
Nations communities and their First Nation and between First
Nations, alegations of improper financial administration and
allegations of electoral irregularities, be read the second time and
referred to a committee.

Mr. Jim Gouk (Kootenay—Boundary—Okanagan, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, this private member’s bill deals with accountability
for native people. Accountability is something that everybody

claims we should have. There are many people on the government
side who do their very best to ensure that many do not. Nowhereis
the lack of accountability any more blatant than in the case of
Canada's aborigina people.

The two biggest problems that governments generaly have
foisted upon native people are the reserve system and the Indian
Act.

| had occasion to be present at a service club where a native
woman was the speaker for the evening. She was university
educated and married to a Vancouver city police officer who was
non-native. She was a very articulate woman. She pointed out that
under the Indian Act, should she die, she is not even allowed to
leave her estate to her husband or her children because the Indian
Act makes her award of the government, award of the Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development.

® (1330)

Another problem is the reserve system. It is nothing more than
the ghettoizing of Canada's native population. In my riding | have
the largest concentration of Russian Doukhobor people in the
world, bar none. Not even Russia. It was the Doukhobor people's
custom to live in acommunal lifestyle when they came to Canada.
That is the way they established themselves. Over time they have
chosen to integrate into society, to have regular jobs, to have homes
and to participate in al the benefits and responsibilities of being
Canadian. A few have chosen not to do that and have stayed in a
communal lifestyle. The operative word is chosen.

That is something that is being taken away from Canada’s native
people. There are things being done that virtually force them or at
least put a tremendous amount of pressure on them to stay on
reserves. The money that goesto the variousreservesis done on the
basis of the population of the reserve. It is incumbent upon native
leaders to find ways to encourage native people to remain on
reserve. For people who are not already on reserve they try to force
them, in one manner or another, to become residents of the reserve.
It is nothing more than a feudal system.

One of the big problems is elections and how people are
democratically elected. When | was talking about the Nisga'a
treaty and some of the problems of potential autocratic leadership,
some people asked if the leaders were not elected in most cases.
The answer isthat they are. As| pointed out to them, | am elected. |
am the member of parliament for my riding. | am elected by the
people of my riding to represent them. If | do not do a good jab,
they are entitled to write to a newspaper, go on radio, stand on the
street corner and rail against me, and run against me in the next
election. If they beat me, fine. If they do nat, life goes on.

What if | owned al their houses, owned their bank accounts and
controlled where they worked? What kind of accountability would
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people have if they became leaders with that incredible kind of
power or if someone ran against them and was not successful?
When the same people was back into power, what kind or
retribution would they force upon the people who had the temerity
to run against them and to speak out against them? What is holding
those leaders accountable to native people when such things
happen?

We have documented case after case of situations where that has
happened. That is not to say that some native bands cannot act
benevolently on behalf of their people. We have some excellent
cases of that. The Sechelt band operates very effectively with a
municipal style native government.

We have other examples. | mentioned the Nisga'aso | will start
with them. Many Nisga a people live in poverty on reserves, in
very oppressive conditions, but there are only 1,700 native people
on Nisga alands at this point in time. Yet $29 million ayear go into
their treasury from the provincial and federal governments for
1,700 people. Of course there are individual incomes. How come
so many of them are living in such poverty if they have $29 million
a year?

If that is not bad enough, we have the Stoney just acrossthe B.C.
border in Alberta. They total 3,300 people and have $50 million a
year inincome. Yet again many of them live in poverty, someto the
point of living in basements of condemned homes. What happens
to that money and where is the accountability?

® (1335)

Who speaks on behalf of native people who are looking for help
and looking for better living conditions on reserves with the money
coming in that is supposed to be theirs in part and supposed to be
handled by the leaders on their behalf? Somehow magically it
disappears and they are not getting help.

We have many other examples. The 5,500 Samson Cree have an
income of $92 million a year and yet many people on those
reserves are living in very trying conditions.

The government reluctantly agreed under pressure from usto the
Nisga a committee travelling. It made a procedural mistake in the
House and had no choice but to agree to it in spite of the fact that it
publicly stated it did not want to be there. The government rigged,
and | usethat word without any hesitation, the witness list to ensure
that people who had something to say were not allowed to do so.

We held an additional day of hearings for people who were
frozen out by the Liberal list. We heard from members of the
Squamish band who own a great deal of very valuable, very
expensive commercial real estate in West Vancouver. They get
tremendous royalties and revenues from that as well as the usual
provincia and federal government payments. They told us that
they received an income of $900 a year from the band in terms of

Private Members' Business

help. We heard cases of people living in rat infested, rusted out
trailers. That was the housing provided by the band. There is no
accountability, none at all.

Welfare or social assistance is not paid directly to natives who
live on reservations. It is paid to the band council. When that
money is paid, the government looks upon the council to fairly
distribute it to people in need.

One of the four tribal councils of the Nisga ais under investiga-
tion for welfare fraud. The money that has been going to aid people
in need on reservations has in fact not been reaching them. The
preliminary investigation indicates that tribal council members
wives and children have been placed on the rolls to receive the
money themselves.

What are the solutions? One of the first problems we aways
encounter is getting the government to admit there is a problem. It
seemsiit has at least done that. A |etter was written to a constituent
by the then parliamentary secretary. | believe he still is the
parliamentary secretary. There is much that can be said on the
issue, but my time is coming to an end. We think the government
should be held accountable. It was acknowledged in the letter
which | do not have time to read now that there was a need for
accountability. An article in the paper indicated that funding was
going to leaders of various specia boardsto assist people but that it
was not getting to them at all.

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development is indicating that | should be cut off. |
can well understand why he would want me to be cut off. The
Liberals do not want the truth to get out, but it will get out through
newspapers, through us and through native people speaking out.

When will the government start listening and start helping
people instead of shovelling money at the people who support
them? When will it be accountable and start dealing with the real
problems of native people instead of trying to buy them off through
their leaders?

Mr. David Iftody (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
once again the hon. member in his predictable rather silly, non-fac-
tual, inaccurate, exaggerated speech that | have heard 20 to 30
times in the House refers to facts in newspaper articles.

| found it quite intriguing when | read in the National Post that it
may have been his riding which received millions of dollars in
grants from HRDC. At the same time this fellow is standing in his
place very puffed up and self-righteous about how awful it is that
we are doing this in Canada. It is quite interesting.

® (1340)

On a brighter note and more focused on the debate | will address
Bill C-222 put forward by the member for Wild Rose for whom |
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have great respect. He is a decent and good man. He believes very
deeply in these issues athough he is aways wrong. However, we
have to be compelled somewhat by his own deep feelings and
belief in thisregard. That ischarming initself. It isimportant to the
member and we are equally passionate and committed to account-
ability and the other issues as well.

The plan we have put forward is about giving aborigina peoples
the tools they need to become self-sufficient, self-supporting, and
contributing members of the Canadian family. | think al of usin
the House and indeed all Canadians believe our ultimate goal isto
have first nations people participate fully in Canadian society.

The bill would require the federal government to appoint an
ombudsman empowered with certain quasi-judicial authority to
oversee and investigate operations and el ections of first nations, as
the member alluded to. The proposed legislation would make it
possible for this person, he or she, to propose changes to first
nation policies and practices. If a first nation does not make the
changes suggested, the ombudsman would make a report to the
House of Commons.

It is not surprising coming from the Reform Party that it
hearkens back to the turn of the century when the Government of
Canada dispatched officers of the department who were in a sense
officers of the court. They had those certain powers to dispatch
moneys and work with the native people. They were in fact less
bureaucratic and more quasi-police people who policed the re-
serves. We find it quite unacceptable. Indeed it does not help the
situation at all. Not least of which, it does not help first nations
people in their communities.

The bill deals with two main areas relating to accountability:
band el ections and financial management. | point out some specific
problems with the hill. It is incongruent with the Indian Act, | say
to the member and his research staff, those great folk in the Reform
Party research staff from whom | hear from time to time. These two
pieces of legislation could not operate together. The member in
constructing the bill missed half the equation.

Members of the House should note that an €election appeals
process already exists in the Indian Act under the Indian band
election regulations. These election processes, or for that matter
any irregularities and complaints, fall within the mandate of the
Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development. The bill isin
direct conflict not only with the act as a whole but with the appeal
process generally and more specificaly. It is very incongruent. No
attempt is made by the member to reconcile the conflict in existing
laws.

Thebill also failsto make adistinction between the various ways
first nations elect their leaders. There are 610 bands in Canada. Of
them 273 conduct their elections pursuant to the electoral provi-
sions of the Indian Act. As already pointed out, the Department of
Indian and Northern Affairs investigates alleged violations of the

Indian Act. These might include ineligible voters, ineligible candi-
dates or secrecy violations. The hill fails to recognize that another
320 of Canada's first nations elect their leadership through tradi-
tional practices based on traditional electoral systems.

| do not find that at all surprising. Again, again and again in the
Houseit has been well established and now will be come social fact
and a part of Canadian history that the Reform Party does not care
about first nations people and has no interest in recognizing their
culture, their history and their development as a people in this
country, to say nothing of the fact that they were the first people
here.

It does not as well research this project sufficiently to take into
account that 17 other first nations have negotiated modern self-
government legislation. The legislation governs the manner in
which these communities elect their leadership.

® (1345)

Oncethislegidation werein place the federal government would
have no role to play in the leadership selection process. Given that
Bill C-222 would likely infringe on the aboriginal treaty rights or
other rights, consultation is required. What would happen if this
bill were brought in?

The auditor general and others have compelled the Government
of Canada or the minister not to litigate but to negotiate, in other
wordsto stay out of the courts. It ties up these matters for years and
years. It makes for rich lawyers but bad policy, bad outcomes and
even more bad situations for first nations people. That has not been
thought about at all. The bill does not contemplate that at all.
Rather, it takes a confrontational approach once again to acomplex
problem.

In short, adopting this bill is not a simple process. | stress that it
would require the House to repeal or amend severa other pieces of
legidation in order to consider passage of this bill. Given that it
would likely infringe treaty rights, more consultation and work
would obviously have to occur.

More important, this bill was not developed in consultation with
any first nations people, notwithstanding the member’s visits. | say
quite honestly that on many occasions the member has visited first
nations in his communities. He has tried to do something construc-
tive.

On financia accountability, we need to work closely with first
nations communities. The idea of having a policeman of sorts
scowling through the books and backyards of first nations commu-
nities is not one that is particularly palatable for most reasonable
Canadians. Canadians are very fair minded about these issues and
would frown quite quickly on the notion of these kinds of practices
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which are endemic and systemic to the Reform Party. It seems to
delight in these kinds of things.

On the whole question of accountability, two weeks ago in
Winnipeg | had the privilege to meet with the Auditor Genera of
Canada, the chief of the Assembly of First Nations, Phil Fontaine,
and some 300 first nations people from across the country. We
discussed the question of accountability within the first nations
communities. | can tell the Reform Party and other members that |
was absolutely delighted with that meeting and with discussions
with the auditor general. The grand chief and the first nations
people were there, many of them women.

They have a genuine interest in resolving the administrative
problems and practices that may be occurring on their reserves.
They are not running away from those problems. Many first nations
are bringing them forward in their own communities and challeng-
ing their leaders to come forward with suggestions to make them
more accountable to the members themselves. This is what we
cheer on and support. It facilitates government to government
relations. It builds a better Canadian society and a better future for
first nations people. This is what the government is trying to do.

| ask the Reform Party in bringing forward these kinds of
measures not to fan the flames of discontent and irritability which
sometimes exist between first nations and other Canadians but look
very deeply into these matters. Look at them clearly and soberly.
Bring forward to the House of Commons some good suggestions
that we might debate and include in our legislation in order to make
the country an even better place in which to live.

Mr. Speaker, | thank you for your indulgence and the opportunity
to speak in the House and to inform the hon. members. | till am the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development, at least, | understand, until July 15.

[Translation]

Mr. Claude Bachand (Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to speak today, on behalf of the Bloc Quebecois, to the bill
put forward by the hon. member for Wild Rose.

® (1350)

| should say from the outset, if we are to lay our cards on the
table right away, that the Bloc Quebecois is going to oppose the
hon. member’s bill, for various reasons.

We feel that the bill is extremely paternalistic. | looked up the
definition of ombudsman for my personal interest and | would like
to share it with everyone. An ombudsman is someone responsible
for defending the rights of citizens in their dealings with public
authorities. The Reform Party sees an ombudsman as someone who
will defend the rights of citizens in their dealings with their own
elected representatives. | find this extremely paternaistic, and
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aboriginal peoples need no more of the paternalism that has always
plagued them.

The Indian Act, which has been in force since 1876, is an
extremely paternaistic statute that |eaves people completely pow-
erless. Every time they try to escape from the dependence in which
they are trapped, they must seek the minister’'s permission. Wheth-
er it is a question of selling grain, buying livestock or trying to
expand their band council office, they are always forced to ask for
additional funds or seek the minister’s permission. Thisbill ismore
of the same and, in my view, is very paterndistic. | think that we
must trust aboriginals to resolve these issues.

The government may support them when they have specific
needs, but that is a far cry from having the House of Commons
establish the office of ombudsman to sort out all these issues. For
one thing, | do not believe in it, and for another, | believe it is
extremely paternalistic.

The Bloc Quebecois has always been proud to consult aboriginal
people before taking a position. | am sure aboriginal people are not
interested in having an ombudsman who will interferein their lives
and settle disputes. There are always disputes in society and we
cannot always have someone like King Solomon to settle them.
Discussion, consultation and mediation are the key to settling any
dispute. We do not think that creating the office of ombudsman is
the solution to al problems.

The proposal made by my colleague refers to two problems in
particular that he would like to see solved by the ombudsman,
namely improper financial administration and electoral irregulari-
ties. It is easy to say ‘‘we will appoint someone who will settle all
this’, but | do not think this is a constructive solution.

As| was saying earlier, problems are solved through discussion,
consultation, mediation and work in the field. It is not up to people
in Ottawa to settle these issues once and for all. Thisis not a way
out for first nations, nor is it the way of the future.

The Reform Party also has a strong tendency to generaize. No
one denies that there are problems within aborigina communities.
The auditor general has documented that fact. However, the
Reform Party has a tendency to generalize when it discovers short
term or very specific problems. Fortunately, the situation is not the
same everywhere.

| regularly visit aboriginal communities. They usually are under
very good administration. Certainly there are some that are poorly
administered, but it is not fair to the aboriginal people to say that
thisis generalized, that aboriginal people are not good administra-
tors, that they commit election fraud. It is a dangerous trend, one
that contributes to narrow-mindedness, to imply that the aboriginal
people have always been catered to, hand and foot, and that
everything has always been paid for.
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| wish to point out that the social contract of the time, and yet
they were here first, informed them *“We are going to put you into
some small areas. There are 600 such small areas throughout
Canada, 600 small communities’.

® (1355)

We told them *“ We are going to settle you there, and we will pay
your bills. Meanwhile, we will take over al the natural resources
and everything that you had, because you were thefirst inhabitants,
but now it is al ours”.

Generalizing in thisway, saying that administration is bad on all
reserves, is a disservice to aboriginal people, and to the white
population as well.

What is needed is perspicacity and discernment. That is why we
are going to vote against the bill.

As far as inappropriate financial administration is concerned, |
have just said it was not generalized. Things are new. With the
agreements on land claims and self-government, more and more
money is returning to the native peoples, who are now being
invited to administer it.

We have to put ourselves in the shoes of people who, for 325
years, have administered nothing. The Minister of Indian Affairs
has administered everything for them. It is understandable that
there are certain problems at times. These people must be given the
benefit of the doubt. We must not condemn them out of hand,
saying they are worthless, will never manage and will always have
to be supervised. Earlier, it was said that the first criticism of this
bill was its paternalism. Things have to be seen differently.

The auditor general has indicated a number of problems, and
they have to be resolved other than through an ombudsman. One of
the ways proposed, which we wholeheartedly support, involves
some support from Canada’s chartered accountants. They said they
are prepared to lend a hand, to help those communities needing
their expertise or to make it available to them at a reasonable price
in order to set things up and try to reconcile rigid and responsible
administration with the fact that nothing like this has happened for
125 years. This is another way out.

We aso support everything that involves round tables. The
native people discuss and settle their problems in a circle. This
approachistotally in keeping with native tradition and culture. One
way around things would be for the native peoples to meet with
specialists in the matter and discuss things until solutions are
reached. This should not be left up to someone in Ottawa, who will
decide what is right. This is the wrong approach.

As for electoral irregularities, everyone knows that the Indian
Act provides a mechanism. This statute has not always been very
sensitive to native traditions. In addition, there have been amend-

ments, with the result that aboriginals may now have their own
electoral system, subject to the minister’s approval of course. At
least now aboriginals can benefit from electoral legislation morein
tune with their traditions and culture.

We would like to see more trust placed in aboriginals. We trust
them to sort out their own affairs. When we have bills that affect
them, we should consult them. They too have a great desire to end
their longstanding dependence on the federal government. When |
say end, | do not mean to go their own way completely and do
whatever they wish. They must be alowed to manage their future
in a manner respecting their traditions and their culture, which are
very different from ours.

For al these reasons, and particularly because we trust aborigi-
nals to resolve their own problems, the Bloc Quebecoiswill oppose
Bill C-222 put forward by the member for Wild Rose.

[English]

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, | rise in
the House to speak to Bill C-222 introduced by the member for
Wild Rose. This bill, the first nations ombudsman act, would
establish the office of an ombudsman to investigate complaints of
an administrative, financial or electoral nature concerning first
nations people.

We have al read in the papers about mismanagement on first
nations in Canada and how more than $4 billion provided to first
nations in transfer payments did not always reach the intended
recipients.

® (1400)

The problem with thisis that it has given some people the false
sense that al first nations are poorly managed, when in fact many
first nations manage themselves extremely well. It is the examples
of mismanagement and misconduct that make the news and malign
the efforts of other first nations.

This does not mean however that an ombudsman’s office is not a
good idea. On the contrary, this suggestion has a great deal of
merit.

The member for Provencher was stating that he did not think this
was a good idea and that he did not believe the government would
go along with this because somehow it would mysteriously change
the way we do business. Yet our own government has an ombuds-
man’s office and should have an ombudsman’s office.

Many organizations, including governments, make use of simi-
lar offices to provide people with an avenue by which they can
lodge a complaint and feel that their concerns are being addressed.

As members of parliament, all of us have had occasions where
we have either advised constituents of the presence of an ombuds-
man'’s office or, as a last resort, when a constituent feels that an
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ombudsman still  has not responded satisfactorily to the problem,
we have sent him or her to a higher office. Every member of
parliament in the House, | am sure at one time or another, has used
an ombudsman'’s office or has suggested that a constituent use an
ombudsman'’s office.

The establishment of a similar office for first nations would be
an effective and useful means of addressing concerns of aboriginal
people, whether it be matters resulting from alleged unfair election
practices or financial or administrative problems.

As the PC Party’s critic for Indian Affairs and Northern Devel-
opment, | had heard from aboriginal people on numerous occasions
who have expressed their frustration with the lack of options
available to them when they question the procedures or processes
of the band chief and council. An independent ombudsman'’s office
would provide a possible solution and would be in a position to
assess information and respond to complaints.

Furthermore, it would alow aboriginal people to air their
grievances when they feel they have been ignored by the chief and
council or are unwilling to discuss it in a more public format. In
some cases ombudsman’s offices will only investigate an issue if
all other avenues have been explored. In the case of first nations,
however, it would be more effective if the ombudsman’s office
could be contacted at any stage or whenever a problem arises. Itis
my understanding that this bill would not limit access to the
ombudsman'’s office.

In addition, the bill would alow any member of a first nation
community to avail himself or herself of this service whether they
live on or off reserve.

Under the provisions of the bill, the ombudsman would be
appointed for a term of five years with the governor in council
making the appointment on the recommendation of the minister.
First nationswould beinvolved in this process by making represen-
tations to the committee that would then report to the minister. It is
important to ensure the impartiality of the ombudsman and this
process would distance the first nations from the appointment of
that ombudsman, otherwise the effectiveness and objectiveness of
this office would be jeopardized.

In places where there have been questions about the legality of
election processes or allegations of inappropriate use of band
funds, there is currently little opportunity for aborigina people to
lodge a complaint except with the people who are often implicated
in that same complaint.

Obviously thisis not an ideal situation and doeslittle to alleviate
the problem. The only other course of action available is to
complain to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment or to members of parliament, particularly those in the critic
area or with in whose constituency the first nation falls.

Private Members' Business

The federal government has afiduciary responsibility to aborigi-
nal people and has the obligation to work on behalf of aboriginal
people to protect their rights. This is an onerous responsibility that
is sometimes misunderstood. The bill would acknowledge that first
nations people also have to rely upon themselves and their organi-
zations and elected bodies to protect their rights and access to
services. Instead of having to outline their complaints to the
minister of Indian affairs, they would have an independent om-
budsman’s office that would address their concerns. With the input
of first nations, this process has the potential to help first nations
people assume greater responsibility and accountability for their
actions.

In some cases band members are not able to access the informa-
tion that would help them prove their alegations. The bill would
provide an ombudsman with the power and authority to access such
records. At the same time, it would be at the discretion of the
ombudsman as to what constitutes reasonable grounds for an
investigation.

® (1405)

As | said earlier, | feel the bill has a lot of merit. There are
always misunderstandings or misdemeanours that can easily be
addressed if the proper processis put in place. The establishment of
an ombudsman’s office is one solution that could help first nations
better serve their communities and, in the long term, provide better
service, more transparency and accountability.

These are objectives that all governments and institutions strive
to achieve with varying degrees of success. It isawaysagood idea
to explore new options and possibilities for improvement.

The bill is a worthy proposal. It is not without some problems
but the idea of an ombudsman'’s office should be embraced by the
government and by all members of parliament. It would seem only
natural that there be someone to whom ordinary citizens of Canada
could turn to when they have questions or when they feel they have
not been treated fairly by the authorities. All other segments of
Canadian soci ety have an ombudsman'’s office somewhere that they
can turn to. Why should we exclude the ombudsman'’s office from
first nations communities?

Mr. Derrek Konrad (Prince Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Bill
C-222, the first nations ombudsman bill, was proposed by my
seatmate and friend, the hon. member for Wild Rose. | would like
to thank and congratulate him for this initiative.

| was listening as the parliamentary secretary passed judgment
on the bill and | have a couple of comments to make before | start
into the main part of my speech.

He said that the Indian Act is incongruent with this proposal.
That may well be, but the minister, | understand, wants the standing
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committee to look at amendments to the Indian Act and, of course,
we can aways make amendments to accommodate this proposal.

When | travelled with the Indian affairs committee, | spoke to a
chief who told me how their traditional electoral practices worked.
I will explain this process so that people can hear about the kinds of
things that can happen when we go traditional.

When all the candidates for a particular office, let us say the
chief, get into a large room they are all sent into different corners.
While they are waiting there, al the voters gather in the middle of
the large room and begin moving toward their various candidates.
One can well imagine the intimidation one would feel. Thisis not
to say that anyone is being intimidated, but members can just
imagine how lonely we would feel all alone in a corner and then
finding out that our jobs had been ontheline. Thereisno secrecy in
a situation like that. If someone had found that his or her job or
some benefits he or she had accrued as a member of the band were
lost as aresult of this process, he or she may want to bring that to
the attention of an ombudsman.

The parliamentary secretary said “‘stay out of the courts’. In
response to that, | must say that his government is so frequently in
the courts with different bands and first nations that it is almost
impossible to write it all down. We know there are hundreds of
millions of dollars worth of claims pending against the govern-
ment.

If there are flaws, we accept that. There is probably no piece of
legidation the Liberals have ever introduced that has been perfect.
What do we do when we get a bill? We pass it and send it to a
committee for review. We could invite the band leadership to the
committee to passjudgment, give their advice on how to improveit
or just tell us what they think. Why would we kill it here? The
initiative did not come from the House. It came from the grassroots
people.

Reports of mismanagement are downplayed but they come from
across Canada. | was reading newspaper reports last year about east
coast chiefs and councillors holding and doling out high paying
jobs. Judge Reilly in Alberta caused an uproar when he slammed
the Indian leadership for problems that contributed to a number of
suicides on the Samson Cree Nation Reserve at Hobbema. Nothing
was happening until he issued his report.

® (1410)

The Squamish band members in B.C. have asked the RCMP to
investigate band finances. They have appealed to Indian affairs for
help and were told that the department was only a funding agency,
that it was not an investigative body, which is true. It is only a
funding agency but it is also supposed to be a legidative agency.

Last year the National Post ran an entire series of articles
detailing the squalor and corruption on some reserves and the

helplessness of band members to effect change. The need for such
an officer became apparent to participants at grassroots meetings of
aboriginals sponsored by the Reform MPs in the summer of 1998
and 1999. | was there and | would not have believed it if | had not
seen it.

These meetings were held across Canada with a significant cross
section of people attending. The idea of an aboriginal ombudsman
came out of those meetings. One of its strongest supporters was
L eona Freed who has emerged as the leader of a new group called
First Nations Accountability Coalition. These people are calling for
this, not us because we think we have all the solutions. We think
that the people who are affected by legidation might also have
some solutions.

Participants at these meetings charged band leadership with
questionable allocation of band funds: refusals to conduct forensic
audits when requested; jobs changing hands after band elections;
nepotism, favouritism, cronyism; housing allocations to families
and friends of chiefs and councillors; band leaders flying high on
expense accounts, going al over the world to meetings and
whatever; third world living conditions on wealthy reserves,
misuse of dedicated funds meant for training, health, housing and
land purchases; and any number of things. The government denies
al of this, but from time to time it has to admit the facts in
individual cases. However, it refuses to see a cause and effect
relationship or to believe that anything can be done to improve the
situation.

The Department of Indian and Northern Affairs has been of little
or no use. Letters written in confidence to the minister have fallen
into the wrong hands. What has been done? Allegation co-ordina-
tors have been established to help with the work of co-ordinating
allegations made, but they have no teeth, no authority to act and no
investigative powers. What use they are is up in the air.

In 1997 severa elders, led by Greg Twoyoungmen from Alberta,
came to Ottawa to meet with the Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development to talk about the problems on their reserves.
What did they get from the minister? They got a closed door. The
minister would not meet with them. The only people who would
meet with them were the Reform Party critic and deputy critic for
Indian affairs. Much of what we hear came from there as well.

Who do these people turn to when all the doors are closed? The
department of Indian affairs sends people back to their reserve
leaders. The RCMP need significant proof before they can move.
They cannot go to the courts for lengthy and expensive court battles
on acivil basis because they simply do not have the funds available
to them.

It was the grassroots | ndians themsel ves who proposed the office
of aboriginal ombudsman as an independent watchdog. They are
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convinced that an ombudsman will enable band members to
exercise oversight into the affairs of bandsin away that is out of
their grasp right now.

One of the better parts of this proposa is that the ombudsman
would not serve at the pleasure of bands but would serve a fixed
term of five years and not more than two terms. The ombudsman’s
pay cheque would not come from aband so his or her independence
would be assured and he or she could not be called into question.
The ombudsman would get assistance from the Chief Electoral
Officer when needed to help settle disputes and would report to
parliament annually.

The need for such legidlation is clear. The bill is worthy of
support by members of the House. | encourage every member to
vote in favour of it, send it to committee and let the first nations
leadership meet with the committee and give their views on it.

It would be amistake to let some of the assertions from the other
parties that have opposed this legidlation, that what the Reform
Party issayingisthat all band membershipisillegal and that iswhy
this is needed, to go unanswered. That is not so. For the times it
does, it hurts individuals. Many bands conduct their affairs in an
open and businesslike way. They have nothing to fear from any
legidation that is designed to protect individuals. Individuals are
often hurt by that type of thing.

® (1415)

The critic for the Bloc characterized Indians as different from
other people, that they sit around in circles and talk. When three or
four people come to my office, we sit in a circle around my coffee
table and we have a ceremonia drink. We call it coffee. We are
pretty much alike when it comes to that type of thing. We gather in
a circle, face one another and hash out the problems.

That is not the issue at all. The issue is protection of individual
people who run afoul of alarge bureaucratic organization that has
economic, political and judicia power on its side. The people need
an aboriginal ombudsman to protect them.

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | congratulate my colleague for introducing this critically
important bill.

One profound tragedy in our country today is the existing
situation for aborigina people on and off reserve. The present
government, previous governments and all Canadians have created
an institutionalized welfare system in aboriginal communities.
Through legislation we have put our heels on the necks of those
people and have prevented them from having the same rights,
responsibilities and obligations as other Canadians.
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It is an insult to them that the government and previous
governments have pursued these policies for such along time. It
will lead to the balkanization of our country. It will do nothing to
address the fundamental problem of grassroots aborigina people
being dislocated from the wealth, the hope, the possibilities and
prosperity that this country has to offer.

The government is empowering, abeit with honest intentions,
the leadership of aborigina people to rule. It is doing nothing to
ensure that grassroots aborigina people generate the control,
responsibility and power to stand on their own two feet. That is
why this bill is so important. It isimportant to have an ombudsman
to ensure that grassroots aboriginal people are heard.

| have some true stories to tell. | have worked with aboriginals
for along time on and off reserve and in emergency rooms. | have
seen firsthand the devastation brought on by fetal acohol syn-
drome, child abuse, sexual abuse and gross poverty. | have not seen
this type of situation since | worked in Africa. There have been
medical problems that | have not seen since | worked in the third
world. It is going on in our country today.

| implore the media to investigate what is happening in Nunavut,
in northern Ontario, in northern Quebec, in Vancouver East and in
northern British Columbia. Thisis not to say that all reservesor all
aboriginal people are suffering from the same maladies. The
incidence of poverty, medical problemsand disempowered aborigi-
nals is epidemic. We are ensuring that continues by virtue of the
policies that are implemented in the House.

We want to empower grassroots people, but through the Nisga' a
treaty and others we have done the exact opposite. We have
empowered the people at the top. Time and time again grassroots
aborigina people have come to me saying they would like to send
their children to school. But a lot of the money that is to go to the
school to pay for books and teachers and to ensure that the kids get
an education does not get there.

The elders in the aboriginal communities are saying that they
would like to teach their people their traditional ways. Money has
been allocated for that but it does not get to them. It disappears. Yet
the chief and band council members drive expensive cars, live in
expensive homes and go on expensive vacations while their people
live in abject poverty.

® (1420)

If we were successful and if proposals made by the government
and previous governments and the Conservative Party had worked,
why is it that aboriginal communities have some of the highest
rates of violence and sexual abuse? Their mortality figures are the
highest. Maternal deaths are the highest. Infant mortality figures
arewell beyond anything in the non-aboriginal community. Why is
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it that their diabetes rates are four times higher than non-aboriginal
communities? | could go on.

Individual grassroots aboriginal people are not empowered to
stand on their own two feet. We are not giving them the same
resources and legal tools which enable usto produce for ourselves,
our families and our communities. By doing so we get self-respect.
It isamyth to say that we can give people self-respect. People only
get self-respect by taking it. We only get it by being able to support
ourselves, our families and our communities.

It is up to the aborigina leaders to take a different tack and
control themselves. How can they ensure that their people are
going to have the power to represent themselves as opposed to the
present situation where a small cabal of people at the top controls
the situation.

Some aboriginal reserves work well under these conditions, the
ones on the west coast in the Charlottes for example. There is
responsible governance on the part of the people. They have
invested the money the government has given them in ways which
the people earn revenue. They haveinvested in the toolswhich give
aborigina people the education and the power to generate funds
and work. They have healthy communities and live in congruence
with their environment. This is what is taking place in some
communities but unfortunately in many communities across the
country that is not the case.

| can only plead with the government for an ombudsman to
ensure that aboriginal people are heard.

When the current HRD minister was minister of Indian affairs, |
went to her about situationsin my riding. Children werefalling into
open sewers. Health Canada determined it to be a health hazard to
the people living in the area. Yet it took years to get the money to
the people so they could fix the problem. In part the leadership was
not prepared to deal with these people in an honest way. This is
what is happening.

The regional director could not intervene on behalf of the
grassroots aboriginal people because the leadership in the commu-
nity said no. The leadership in the community was compromis-
ing—and | am saying that nicely—the ability of the grassroots
people to fix the problems on the reserve. If their own leadership
will not speak for them, who will? The leadership, the director and
the minister will not speak for them. If the minister just turns her
face away and says that is the way it is, who will speak for these
people? No one.

If non-aboriginal people suffered from the same type of non-
sense that aboriginal people suffer from, they would not tolerate it
because it would violate their basic rights. The basic rights of
aboriginal people are being violated across Canada. Asaresult they
are suffering from health problems and poverty.

To merely give them money will not work. It will not work to
engage in a process of land claims that will balkanize the prov-
inces. It is going to compromise the tax base of a province and its
ability to work with peopleto provide resourcesfor everybody. We
are going to compromise the economy of those provinces for
everybody.

The only people who will benefit from this are the people at the
top in aboriginal communities. That iswhat is happening. The fact
that the government is prepared to turn a blind eye and stick its
head in the sand is one of the greatest tragedies of this country
today. It is truly profound.
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When members of parliament visit an aborigina reserve they
will not see what is going on behind the scenes. They will fete us
around to look at the nice things that are happening on the reserve.
We will not go into people’s homes to see them lying drunk at 10
o'clock in the morning on soiled mattresses, 10 to aroom. We will
not see the children with gross infections on their faces, sitting
among adults, looking for basic parenting, looking for the basic
care which all children deserve. They do not receive that care.

Understandably, their societies are ill. If any of us were put in
that environment, whether we were aborigina or non-aboriginal,
we would do the same thing. If we give people things all the time
we create an ingtitutionalized welfare state which takes the souls
from human beings. It cuts away at the souls of the people. It
destroys them from inside. That is why these people simply cannot
get on their own feet, given the current situation and given the
current legal tools which this government and previous govern-
ments have followed.

If thisway of doing things were successful, then we would have
seen a dramatic improvement in the health and welfare of aborigi-
nal people. Have we? The answer is an obvious no. The longer we
continue doing what we are doing, the longer this will continue.

Members from all politica parties find the situation to be
appalling. | know that all members of parliament want to do
something about it. | know that al members want to work with
aborigina people to ensure that there is change. For God's sake,
give those people the same rights and responsibilities that we have.
They will flourish. They will teach us a great deal.

In 1967 former Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau created a superb
white paper. He recognized at that time that the way to aborigina
emancipation was through integration, not assimilation. Those
were wise words then and they are wise words today. | can only
implore the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Devel opment
and the Prime Minister to hearken back to that document which
was created by Mr. Trudeau, read it again and listen to what he said.
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Within the context of that document is, in my view, in our view and
| think in the heart of the Prime Minister, the way to ensure that
aboriginal and non-aborigina people will come together, respect-
ing their differences, ensuring that the respective cultures and
languages will flourish and ensuring that all peoplein this beautiful
country will be empowered to be the best they can become.

The failure to acknowledge that, the failure to change the present
course, which is a course of separation, a course of balkanization,
will hurt not only aboriginal people but non-aborigina people.
That is something that all of uswill haveto live with for the rest of
our lives. We can strive for something better.

We must work with grassroots aboriginal people, not necessarily
the leadership. Normally these questions are dealt with by the
leadership of aboriginal groups and parliamentarians. The discus-
sion does not get to the people on the ground, who want the same
things which we have. They want safety, they want hope, they want
prosperity and they want a future. They want to live. They want
their culture and language to survive in perpetuity. We want that
and they want that. We would all benefit.
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We cannot tolerate the present situation. It will ensure the
ultimate cultural and socia genocide of these people. That is
something for which we as Canadians should never be proud.

| hope that 20 years from now we will see that the Nisga' a treaty
was a success. | truly hope for that. However, it is our view that it
will not be the case.

| hope that the government will see fit to work with us and to
implement the solutions found in the document of former Prime
Minister Trudeau for the sake of al Canadians.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The time provided for
the consideration of Private Members' Business has now expired
and the order is dropped to the bottom of the order of precedence
on the order paper.

It being 2.30 p.m., the House stands adjourned until Monday
next at 11 am., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2.30 p.m.)
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State (Atlantic CanadaOpportunitiesAgency) .................. Gander — Grand Falls . .. ... Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Bakopanos, Eleni ............ Ahuntsic .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . ..o LondonWest .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen ....... ... BramptonWest —Mississauga Ontario ............. Lib.
Bélair,Réginald .............. Timmins— JamesBay .. .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian

Heritage. ... ..o Ottawva— Vanier........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel ........... ... ... .. Berthier— Montcam ... ... Quebec ............. BQ
Bellemare, Eugene, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for

International Cooperation . .............oiiiii i Carleton— Gloucester . . . ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn ....... ... StPaul’'s.................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Benoit, LEONE. ... ... Lakeland .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Bergeron, Stéphane . ... Verchéres— Les—Patriotes .. Quebec ............. BQ
Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue— Mactaguac ... . .. New Brunswick ... ... PC
Bernier, YVan . ... Bonaventure— Gaspé— Tles—

de-la-Madeleine— Pabok .. Quebec ............. BQ

Bertrand, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National

DEfENCE . .. Pontiac— Gatineau— Labelle Quebec ............. Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio ........ ... Vaughan — King— Aurora.  Ontario ............. Lib.
Bigras,Bernard ........... . Rosemont ................. Quebec ............. BQ
Blaikie,Bill ....... . Winnipeg— Transcona ... .. . Manitoba............ NDP
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) WesternArctic ............. NorthwestTerritories . Lib.
Bonin,Raymond ............. . NickelBelt ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Bonwick, Paul ....... ... . . Simcoe—Grey ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Borotsik, RICK ... Brandon— Souris.......... Manitoba............ PC
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Glengarry — Prescott—

COMIMONS . . o ettt e e e e e Russell .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Ministerof Labour . .................... Moncton — Riverview —

Dieppe......coviiiii New Brunswick ... ... Lib.

Breitkreuz, Cliff . ... Yellowhead................ Alberta.............. Ref.
Breitkreuz,Garry ...... ..o Yorkton— Melville ........ Saskatchewan........ Ref.

Brien, Pierme ... . Témiscamingue ............ Quebec ............. BQ



Name of Member

Brison, SCott . ...t
Brown, Bonnie, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human
ResourcesDevelopment
Bryden, John
Bulte, Sarmite. . ...
BYrne, Germy . ...

Caccig,Hon.Charles . . ...
Cadman, Chuck
Calder, MUrray . ...

Cannis, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry . ... ...
Canuel, René
Caplan, Elinor, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration
Cardin, Serge

Carroll, Aileen
Casey, Bill

Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of
State (Economic Development Agency of Canadafor the Regions
of Quebec)

Chamberlain, Brenda

Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Peacific) .............

Charbonneau, Yvon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health . ..

Chatters, David

Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, Prime Minister

Chrétien, Jean—GUY . ..ottt

Clouthier, Hec

Coderre, Denis, Secretary of State (Amateur Sport) .................
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport
Comuzzi, Joe

Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. ...............
Cotler, Irwin
Créte, Paul

Cullen, Roy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance .. ... . ...
Cummins, John
Daphond—Guira,Madeleine. ............... ... ... ... L.
Davies, Libby ....... ...
deSavoye Pierre .. ...
Debien,Maud . ...
Degjarlais,Bev
Desrochers,Odina . ...
DeVillers, Paul
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans. . . .
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for
Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs...............
Discepola, Nick
Dockrill,Michelle
Doyle, Norman
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport . .. .

Province of Political
Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Kings—Hants............. NovaScotia ......... PC
Oakville................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Wentworth— Burlington ...  Ontario ............. Lib.
Parkdale— HighPark ...... Oontario ............. Lib.
Humber — St. Barbe — Baie
Verte ...l Newfoundland . ... ... Lib.
Davenport ................. Oontario ............. Lib.
SurreyNorth............... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
Dufferin— Peel —
Wellington—Grey ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Scarborough Centre. . ... . ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Matapédia— Matane .. ..... Quebec ............. BQ
Thornhill .................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Sherbrooke ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford  Ontario ............. Lib.
Cumberland — Colchester ... NovaScotia ......... PC
Lethbridge ................ Alberta.............. Ref.
OttawaWest — Nepean ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Outremont................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Guelph— Wellington... .. . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Richmond ................. British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies Quebec ............. Lib.
Athabasca ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Saint-Maurice ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Frontenac— Mégantic . . .. .. Quebec ............. BQ
Renfrew — Nipissing—
Pembroke ................. Ontario ............. Lib.
Bourassa .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
DonValleyEast............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Thunder Bay — Superior
North ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
HamiltonEast.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Mount Royal .............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Kamouraska— Riviére-du—
Loup — Témiscouata—
LesBasques ............... Quebec ............. BQ
EtobicokeNorth............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Delta— South Richmond ...  BritishColumbia .. ... Ref.
LavalCentre............... Quebec ............. BQ
VancouverEast ............ British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Portneuf................... Quebec ............. BQ
LavaEast................. Quebec ............. BQ
Churchill .................. Manitoba............ NDP
Lotbiniére ................. Quebec ............. BQ
SimcoeNorth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vancouver South — Burnaby  BritishColumbia ... .. Lib.
Saint—Laurent— Cartierville.  Quebec ............. Lib.
Vaudreuil — Soulanges ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Brasd' Or — CapeBreton ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
St.John'sEast ............. Newfoundland . ... ... PC
Thunder Bay — Atikokan ... Ontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Drouin,Claude. . ... ..o Beauce.................... Quebec ............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING .. ...ttt e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—dea—

Chaudiere ................. Quebec ............. BQ
DUDE JEAN . ... Madawaska— Restigouche..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Duceppe, GIlles . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie. . . .. Quebec ............. BQ
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic

Diversification)(Francophonie) ................ ... ... ... .... SaintBoniface ............. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
DUMas,MaUriCe . ... ..o Argenteuil — Papineau —

Mirabel ................... Quebec ............. BQ
DUNcan, JONN ... .. Vancouver ISand North . . . .. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
EBarle, Gordon . ...t HalifaxWest ............... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ................. PrinceEdwardIdland . Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence ............ YorkCentre ............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Elley,Reed ... ..o Nanaimo— Cowichan ... ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Epp, Ken .o Elkidand ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Finlay,John .. ... Oxford.................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Folco,Raymonde ........... ..o LavaWest ................ Quebec ............. Lib.
Fontana, JoB . ... London North Centre ... .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Forseth,Paul . ... NewWestminster —

Coquitlam — Burnaby ...... BritishColumbia . . . .. Ref.
Fournier,Ghiglain .............. ... Manicouagan .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (M ulticulturalism)(Status of

WOMEBN) .o Vancouver Centre .......... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Saint—L éonard — Saint—

SEIVICES . . ot Michel .................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Gagnon, Christiane . ....... ..ottt Québec ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Gallaway,ROgEr ... .. Sarnia— Lambton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Gauthier,Michd ......... ... ... . Roberval .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Gilmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo— Alberni ........ British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Girard-Bujold,Jocelyne. . ... Jonquiére.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Godfrey, John. .. ... DonValeyWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Godin,MauriCe . ... ..o Chéteauguay ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Godin, YVON . ..o Acadie— Bathurst ......... New Brunswick . ..... NDP
Goldring, Peter .. ... EdmontonEast............. Alberta.............. Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister

responsiblefor the CanadianWheatBoard ..................... Wascana .................. Saskatchewan. ... .. .. Lib.
GOUK, JIM . K ootenay — Boundary —

Okanagan ................. BritishColumbia . . . .. Ref.
Graham, Bill .. ... ... Toronto Centre— Roseddle . Ontario ............. Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ......................... WindsorWest.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Grewal, GUIMaNt . . ...ttt e e e SurreyCentral ............. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Grey,Deborah . ... ... Edmonton North ........... Alberta.............. Ref.
GroSE, IVaN ... Oshawa ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Gruending, Dennis . ........... Saskatoon — Rosetown —

Biggar .................... Saskatchewan........ NDP
Guarnieri,Albina........ ... MississaugaEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . ... Laurentides................ Quebec ............. BQ
Guimond,Michel ... ... ... ... Beauport — Montmorency —

Cote—de—Beaupré— lle-

dOrléans.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Hanger, Art ... CalgaryNortheast .......... Alberta.............. Ref.
Harb,Mac . ... OttawaCentre.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Hardy, LOUISE. . ... Yukon .............oo... Yukon ............. NDP
Harris,RichardM. ....... .. ... . Prince George — Bulkley

Valley .................... British Columbia . .. .. Ref.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihdlla .... BritishColumbia ... .. Ref.
Harvard, John . . ... Charleswood St. James —
Assiniboia................. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
Harvey, André ... ... Chicoutimi ................ Quebec ............. PC
Herron, John . .. ... Fundy —Roya ............ New Brunswick ...... PC
Hill,Grant . ... Macleod .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Hill,day .. Prince George — PeaceRiver  BritishColumbia . ... . Ref.
Hilstrom,Howard ...........ccciiiii e Selkirk — Interlake .. ....... Manitoba............ Ref.
Hoeppner, JakeE. . ... ... Portage— Lisgar........... Manitoba............ :_\?gf
Hubbard,Charles. ... Miramichi ................. New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury
Board . ... Trinity — Spadina.......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand
NorthernDevelopment ............... i, Provencher ................ Manitoba............ Lib.
Jackson, OVid L. ... Bruce—Grey ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Jaffer, Rahim ... ... Edmonton — Strathcona .... Alberta.............. Ref.
Jennings,Marlene ........... ... . Notre-Dame-de-Grace—
Lachine ................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin. ............... Alberta.............. Ref
JONES, JIM .. Markham.................. Oontario ............. PC
JOrdan, JOB ... ... Leeds— Grenville ......... Oontario ............. Lib
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy ............ ... . i Nunavut .................. Nunavut ............ Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Keddy, Gerald . ..... ... SouthShore ............... NovaScotia ......... PC
Kenney,Jason . ..........oiii Calgary Southeast .......... Alberta.............. Ref.
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Blackstrap . ................ Saskatchewan. .. ..... Ref.
KeYes, Stan . ... HamiltonWest ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Kilger,Bob . ... Stormont — Dundas —
Charlottenburgh . ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .. Edmonton Southeast . ... . ... Alberta.............. Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ............ Elgin— Middlesex— London Ontario ............. Lib.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert .............. Saskatchewan......... Ref.
KraftSloan, Karen . ...t YorkNorth ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Laliberte,Rick ... Churchill River ............ Saskatchewan........ NDP
Lalonde FranCing ...t Mercier ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lastewka,Walt . . ... St.Catharines .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... .. Joliette . ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond ......... ...t Verdun — Saint-Henri . ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain............oii i Chambly .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government inthe
Houseof COmMmMONS. . ... Scarborough — Rouge River Ontario ............. Lib.
Lefebvre REean ... .. ... Champlain ................ Quebec ............. Ind.
Leung, Sophia ...... ... Vancouver Kingsway ....... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Lill,Wendy . ... Dartmouth................. NovaScotia ......... NDP
Limoges, RICK . ... ... Windsor — St.Clair ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Lincoln, Clifford . ..... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ........... Quebec ............. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Whitby — Ajax ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Loubier, YVan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe— Bagot ... Quebec ............. BQ
Lowther, Bric . ... CalgaryCentre ............. Alberta.............. Ref.
LUNN, GaIY ..ot Saanich— GulfIdlands .. ... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor General of Canada ............ Cadigan .................. PrinceEdwardIsland . Lib.
MacKay,Peter ... ... . Pictou — Antigonish —

Guysborough .............. NovaScotia ......... PC



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Mahoney, Steve . ... ..o MississaugaWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . ... Bramalea— Gore —
Malton— Springdale . .. .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justiceand
Attorney Generalof Canada. . ... Erie—Lincoln ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Mancini, Peter . ... . Sydney — Victoria .. .... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .......................... OttawaSouth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Manning, Preston, Leader of theOpposition....................... Calgary Southwest ... ....... Alberta.............. Ref.
Marceau,Richard . ............. ... ... Charlesbourg .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . QuébecEast ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Mark, INKy ... Dauphin— SwanRiver .. ... Manitoba............ Ref.
Marleau, Hon.Diane . . ...t Sudbury ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca... BritishColumbia .. ... Ref.
Martin,Pat . ........ .. WinnipegCentre ........... Manitoba............ NDP
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard .......... Quebec ............. Lib.
Matthews, Bill . ... Burin— St. George's .......... Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... . ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole .. ... Edmonton Southwest . ... ... Alberta.............. Ref.
McCormick,Larry ....... ..o Hastings— Frontenac —
Lennox and Addington. . .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
McDonough, AleXa. . ... Halifax.................... NovaScotia ......... NDP
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand
Agri—Food ... Egmont ................... PrinceEdward Island . Lib.
McKay,John . ... ScarboroughEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of
Canada. . ... EdmontonWest ............ Alberta.............. Lib.
McNally,Grant . ... Dewdney — Alouette .. . . ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
McTeague,Dan ....... ..o Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge Ontario ............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted . ... VancouverQuadra. .. ....... British Columbia . . ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ......... ... ... . Hochelaga— Maisonneuve.. Quebec ............. BQ
Mercier,Paul ........ ... . Terrebonne— Blainville .... Quebec ............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... South Surrey — White
Rock —Langley ........... British Columbia . .. .. Ref.
Mifflin,Hon.Fred . ... Bonavista— Trinity —
Conception ................ Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the
Whole . ... Kingstonandtheldands .... Ontario ............. Lib.
Mills, BOb . ..o RedDeer .................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Mills, DENNIST. ...t Broadview — Greenwood ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation .......... Beaches— East York ....... Oontario ............. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Devel opment)(Federal
Economic Development Initiativefor Northern Ontario) ......... Parry Sound — Muskoka.... Ontario ............. Lib.
MOITISON, LeB . . ..o CypressHills— Grasslands..  Saskatchewan. ....... Ref.
MuUISE, MarK . ..o WestNova ................ NovaScotia ......... PC
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
MYErs, LYNN ... Waterloo— Wellington ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern
Development . ....... ... Kenora— Rainy River . .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Bellechasse— Etchemins—
Development) . ... Montmagny — L’Idlet .. .... Quebec ............. Lib.
NUNZIata, JONN .. .. York South— Weston ... . ... Oontario ............. Ind.
Nystrom, Hon. Lorne ... Regina— Qu'Appelle ...... Saskatchewan. .. ..... NDP

O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheries
ANAOCEANS . ..ottt et Labrador .................. Newfoundland . ...... Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
O Brien,Pat ... London — Fanshawe ....... Ontario ............. Lib.
OReilly,John ... .. Haliburton — Victoria—
Brock .................. L Ontario ............. Lib.
Obhrai,Deepak . ..... ... CalgaryEast ............... Alberta.............. Ref.
Pagtakhan, Rey D. .. ... ... i Winnipeg North— St. Paul .. Manitoba............ Lib.
Pankiw, JIM ..o Saskatoon — Humboldt . .. .. Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ~ Brome— Missisquoi ....... Quebec ............. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ............... ... ... L. NiagaraCentre ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works
and Government SErVICES . . . ... e vt MississaugaCentre ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Patry,Bernard . ........ ... Pierrefonds— Dollard ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver ................ Alberta.............. Ref.
PeriC, Janko . ... Cambridge ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Perron, GIllEeS—A. .. ... Riviére-des-Milleles. . .. .. QuebeC ............. BQ
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial
INSLtULIONS) . ... oo Willowdale ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade ........... Papineau— Saint-Denis .... Quebec ............. Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National
Revenue ........ ... HamiltonMountain ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... Drummond ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry . ... Chatham — Kent Essex ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFals............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS .. ... Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet —
Bécancour................. Quebec ............. BQ
Power,Charlie ....... ... St.John'sWest............. Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Pratt, David . ...t Nepean— Carleton .. ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Price, David . ... Compton — Stanstead .. . . .. Quebec ............. PC
Proctor, DicK . ... Paliser.................... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Proud, GEOrge . ......oi Hillsborough .............. PrinceEdwardIdland . Lib.
Proulx,Marcel ........ ... Hull — Aylmer ............ Quebec ............. Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...ttt SaultSte. Marie ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Redman, Karen ... KitchenerCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reed, Julian ........ .. Haton .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reynolds, John. ... ... West Vancouver — Sunshine
Coast ........cooiiiii BritishColumbia . . . .. Ref.
Richardson,John . ..... ... Perth— Middlesex ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops, Thompson and
HighlandValleys........... British Columbia . .. .. NDP
RItZ, GOITY Battlefords— Lloydminster .  Saskatchewan........ Ref.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .. s Westmount — Ville-Marie .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . . Burnaby — Douglas . ........ British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ............. Quebec ............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . ... ......................... EtobicokeCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada Brossard— LaPrairie. ... . .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Repentigny ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... Kelowna .................. British Columbia .. ... Ref.
Scott, HON. ANy . ... Fredericton ................ New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ..., British Columbia . . ... Ref.
SEKOra, LOU ..o Port Moody — Coquitlam —
Port Coquitlam ............. BritishColumbia . . . .. Lib.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— Cochrane... Ontario ............. Lib.

SOrO, JUAY . . e YorkWest................. Oontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Shepherd, Alex . ... Durham ................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat .............. Alberta.............. Ref.
S0lomON, JONN . . ..o Regina— Lumsden — Lake
Centre .................... Saskatchewan. . .. .. .. NDP
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Haldimand — Norfolk —
Trade .. ..o Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural
RESOUICES . ..o Algoma— Manitoulin . .. ... Ontario ............. Lib.
StHilaire,Caroline. ... Longueuil ................. Quebec ............. BQ
St-Jacques,Diane ... ..o Shefford .................. Quebec ............. PC
SEIUHEN, GUY e Abitibi — Baie-James—
Nunavik .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine. . ... Northumberland............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human Resources Development .. . .. Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap ... ... British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
Stoffer, Peter .. ..o Sackville— Musguodoboit
Valley — EasternShore ... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValey .............. British Columbia . . ... Ref.
Szabo, Paul ... ... MississaugaSouth .......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship
and Immigration . . ... Kitchener — Waterloo . .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof the
Whole ... Saint-Lambert ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Thompson, Greg . ... .o New Brunswick Southwest ..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the
Environment ... Burlington................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Tremblay,Stéphan ......... ... i Lac-Saint=Jean ............ Quebec ............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne ............c i Rimouski — Mitis.......... Quebec ............. BQ
Turp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.... Quebec ............. BQ
Ur,Rose-Marie ... Lambton — Kent —
Middlesex ................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Valeri, TONY ... Stoney Creek .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . . ... ... PrinceEdward — Hastings .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Vautour, ANQela. . . ..o Beauségour — Petitcodiac ... NewBrunswick ...... PC
VEIacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............... Saskatchewan. ... .... Ref.
Venng Piermrette . ... Saint—-Bruno — Saint—Hubert  Quebec ............. BQ
Volpe, JOSEPN . . ..o Eglinton — Lawrence. . ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest . . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ... Winnipeg North Centre ... ... Manitoba............ NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ................. New Brunswick . ..... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... EsseX ... Oontario ............. Lib.
White, Randy . ... ... Langley — Abbotsford . . . . .. British Columbia .. . .. Ref.
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver ........... British Columbia . . ... Ref.
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert.................. Alberta.............. Ref.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs .. Nipissing.................. Oontario ............. Lib.

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic
Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary — NoseHill .................. Ref.
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l Ref.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol Ref.
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Ref.
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton — Strathcona .............. Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... Ref.
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ref.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
Manning, Preston, Leader of the Opposition . ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay — Columbia................ Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of theEnvironment ............................. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta— South Richmond ............. Ref.
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . ................ Vancouver South— Burnaby .......... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... Ref.
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam — Ref.
Burnaby ...
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni .................. Ref.
GOUK, JIM Kootenay — Boundary — Okanagan ... Ref.
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... Ref.
Harris, Richard M. .. ... .. Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... Ref.
Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihalla .............. Ref.



Name of Member

Political

Hill, Jay
Leung, Sophia
Lunn, Gary
Martin, Keith
Mayfield, Philip
McNally, Grant

MCEWhINney, Ted . . . ... e

Meredith, Val
Reynolds,John...........................
Riis, Nelson

Robinson, Svend J. .............. ... . .....
Schmidt, Werner
Scott, Mike
Sekora, Lou

Stinson, Darrel
Strahl, Chuck
White, Randy
White, Ted

MANITOBA (14)

Alcock, Reg, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for
Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs.............................

Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Blaikie,Bill ................ ... .. ...
Borotsik, Rick
Degjarlais,Bev

Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic

Diversification)(Francophoni€)
Harvard, John
Hilstrom, Howard
Hoeppner,JakeE. .......... ... ... ... ..

Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

Development
Mark, Inky
Martin, Pat
Pagtakhan,ReyD. ........................
Wasylycia-Leis, Judy

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier, Gilles
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Minister of Labour
Dubg Jdean ..............ciii..
Godin,Yvon. ...
Herron,John.............................
Hubbard,Charles.........................
Scott, Hon. Andy
Thompson, Greg

Constituency Affiliation
Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... Ref.
VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
Saanich—Gulfldlands ............... Ref.
Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. Ref.
Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. Ref.
Dewdney — Alouette . ................ Ref.
VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
South Surrey — WhiteRock — Langley  Ref.
West Vancouver — SunshineCoast . . . .. Ref.
Kamloops, Thompson and Highland NDP
Valleys ...
Burnaby —Douglas .................. NDP
Kelowna ................ooociit Ref.
Skeena. ... Ref.
Port Moody — Coquitlam — Port Lib.
Coquitlam ..................... .
Okanagan—Shuswap ................ Ref.
FraserValey ........................ Ref.
Langley — Abbotsford . ............... Ref.
NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Winnipeg— Transcona . .............. NDP
Brandon—Souris.................... PC
Churchill ............................ NDP
SaintBoniface .............. .. ... Lib.
Charleswood St. James— Assiniboia ... Lib.
Selkirk — Interlake . .................. Ref.
Portage—Lisgar..................... Ind.

Ref.

Provencher ........... ...t Lib.
Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... Ref.
WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Winnipeg North— St. Paul ............ Lib.
WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP
Tobigue— Mactaquac ................ PC
Moncton — Riverview — Dieppe ...... Lib.
Madawaska— Restigouche............ PC
Acadie—Bathurst ................... NDP
Fundy —Royal ...................... PC
Miramichi ................ .. ... ... Lib.
Fredericton ...................oiit Lib.
New Brunswick Southwest ............ PC
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Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beauséjour — Petitcodiac ............. PC
Wayne ElSie. . ... SaintJohn ........................... PC
NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
Baker, Hon. George S., Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) . ..ot Gander — GrandFals ................ Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . oottt Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St.George’'s . ................ Lib.
MiIfflin, Hon. Fred . ..o Bonavista— Trinity — Conception .. . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans... Labrador ............................ Lib.
Power,Charlie . ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt . . ... Kings—Hants....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland— Colchester ............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... Brasd'Or — CapeBreton ............. NDP
Barle, Gordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore .................cint. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou — Antigonish — Guysborough .. PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney — Victoria ................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . . ..o Halifax...........oooiiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
Stoffer, Peter . ..o Sackville— Musguodoboit Valley — NDP
EasternShore ........................
NUNAVUT (1)
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ......... ... Nunavut ............................ Lib.
ONTARIO (103)
AdamS, PEtEr . ... Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAAOUN AN, SarKiS . . . ..o BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . ... LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier, Colleen . . ... BramptonWest — Mississauga. . . ... .. Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Timmins— JamesBay ................ Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage ......... Ottawa— Vanier ..................... Lib.
Bellemare, Eugéne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation . Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan — King—Aurora ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ...... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.

Brown, Bonnie, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Oakville..............cooiiiint, Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth— Burlington ............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ..., Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . .. Dufferin— Peel — Wellington— Grey .  Lib.
Cannis, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry . ..................... ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, Elinor, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration .......................... Thornhill ............. ... ... ... Lib.
Carroll, ATLEEN ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest — Nepean ............... Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ....... ... Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke . . . .. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ...t DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e Thunder Bay — Superior North ........ Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Cullen, Roy, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Finance ....................... EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers,Paul ... ... SimcoeNorth ........................ Lib.
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport .................. Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ...........cooiiiiiin... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford ... Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, JONN . . . DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre— Rosedale ........... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................c i i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ............ Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Jackson, OVId L. ..o Bruce—Grey ...l Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
KOV ES, AN . . .o HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont — Dundas— Charlottenburgh  Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary toPrimeMinister .......................... Elgin— Middlesex—London ... ...... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . . ... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of

COIMIMONS . . o ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Limoges, RICK .. ... .o Windsor —St.Clair .................. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Labour . .................... Whithy — Ajax ...................... Lib.
MahoNeY, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . .. ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton — Lib.

Springdale............. ...l

Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

Of Canada . . ... Erie—Lincoln ...................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry ................ . i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marleau, HON. Diane . . . .. ..o e Sudbury ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and Lib.

Addington............ ...

MceKay, JONN .. ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan . .. ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge . .. ...... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
MIllS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation ........................ Beaches— EastYork ................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Development)(Federal Economic

Development Initiativefor NorthernOntario) ...t Parry Sound — Muskoka. ............. Lib.
MUITAY, L8N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.
MYEIS, LYNN .« e Waterloo— Wellington ............... Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ...... .. Kenora— RainyRiver ................ Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e e York South—Weston ................ Ind.
O BIHEN, Pat . ... London —Fanshawe ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Haliburton — Victoria— Brock . . ... ... Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ....... ... i NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Worksand

GOVErNMMENESEIVICES . ..ottt e e e e MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ................... L Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue ............ HamiltonMountain ................... Lib.
PiCKard, JBrTY . Chatham — KentEssex ............... Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . .. ... Nepean— Carleton................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen .. ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton ..., Lib.
Richardson, JOhn . . ... Perth— Middlesex ................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . .. .......... ..o EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— Cochrane ............. Lib.
SO0, JUAY . . e YorkWest. ...t Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haldimand — Norfolk — Brant ........ Lib.
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources........... Algoma— Manitoulin ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, HON. Christine . . . . ... e Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment ................... Brant ............c Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.  Kitchener— Waterloo ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of theEnvironment ............ Burlington........................... Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAlE . .. e Lambton — Kent — Middlesex ........ Lib.
VA, TONY . Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
VOIPE, JOSEPN . . .o Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib.
WIlTEIt, BIrYON ..o OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiit. Lib.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs ................ NipisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ......... ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor Generalof Canada .. ........................ Cadigan ............coiiiiiiiia Lib.
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . . .. Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, GEOIgE . ... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
QUEBEC (75)
Alarie HEBNE. . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccoouioi... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond — Arthabaska.............. PC
Bachand, Claude . .. ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Ahuntsic ............... .. ... Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ... ... . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres— Les—Patriotes ............ BQ
BENiEr, YVaN . .o Bonaventure— Gaspé— Tles—deda— BQ
Madeleine—Pabok ..................
Bertrand, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence........... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, PIETe . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cardin, SErgE . .ot Sherbrooke ................ BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of State
(Economic Development Agency of Canadafor the Regionsof Quebec) ......... Outremont........................... Lib.
Charbonneau, Y von, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health . ................ Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ..................an. Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . .. ...ttt e e Frontenac— Mégantic ................ BQ
Coderre, Denis, Secretary of State (Amateur Sport) . ... Bourassa ..., Lib.
CotlEr, INWIN L MountRoyal ........................ Lib.
Cré&te, Paul ... .. Kamouraska— Riviére-du—Loup — BQ
Témiscouata— LesBasgues . ..........
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ............. . i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... o LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, NiCK . ... ..o Vaudreuil — Soulanges ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ottt e e e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—-de-la—Chaudiere. . . . .. BQ
Duceppe, GIlleS . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUIICE . . . o e et Argenteuil — Papineau — Mirabel .. ... BQ
Folco,Raymonde . ....... . i LavalWest ...............cooiiii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain .. ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard — Saint—Michel ........ Lib.
Gagnon, ChIiStiang . .......o.i i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ................coooiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..o e e e e Laurentides................ ... BQ
Guimond, Michel .. ... . Beauport — Montmorency — Cote-de-  BQ
Beaupré— lle-d’'Orléans..............
Harvey, ANAre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... PC
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace— Lachine .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Laurin ReNG . . .. Joliette . ... BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... ... i Verdun— Saint-Henri ................ Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ

LefbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... Ind.
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Lincoln, CHfford . ...... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
LOUDIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. QuébecEast ......................... BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........... .. ..o ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne— Blainville .............. BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) .. . .. Bellechasse— Etchemins— Lib.
Montmagny — L’Islet ................

Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs .............. Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Patry, Bernard ... ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Paron, GIllES—A. . .. oo Riviere—des-Mille-iles................ BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade . ........................ Papineau— Saint-Denis .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . .. ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet— Bécancour . BQ
Price, David . ... Compton— Stanstead ................ PC
Proulx, MarCel ... ... Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible

forlnfrastructure ... ... Westmount — Ville-Marie ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor Generalof Canada . ............ Brossard— LaPrairie................. Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .......... ... PC
SEIUHEN, GUY ..o Abitibi — Baie-James— Nunavik. .. . ... Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint—=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNe . .. ... .o Rimouski — Mitis.................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Bruno — Saint—Hubert .......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Balley, ROy ... o Souris— MooseMountain ............ Ref.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . ......... ... Wascana ..........ccooviiiiiiiin.... Lib.
Gruending, DenNiS .. ... Saskatoon — Rosetown — Biggar ... . .. NDP
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ... Ref.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ Ref.
Laliberte, RIiCK . ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . e CypressHills— Grasslands. . .......... Ref.
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE ... . e Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... Ref.
Proctor, DICK . ... Paliser..........coo i NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords— Lloydminster ........... Ref.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — LakeCentre. . . .. NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..o e e e Wanuskewin. .............coovvnnn... Ref.

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON .o NDP
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(As of February 25th, 2000 — 2nd Session, 36th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Sue Barnes Vice-Chairs: John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Claude Bachand Jim Gouk David Iftody John O’ Rellly (16)
Ray Bonin lvan Grose Nancy Karetak—Lindell Mike Scott
Paul DeVillers Louise Hardy Gerad Keddy Guy St—Julien
Ghidain Fournier
Associate Members
Carolyn Bennett Bill Casey Maurice Godin Gilles-A. Perron
Cliff Breitkreuz Pierre de Savoye Richard Harris Daniel Turp
René Canuel Gordon Earle Rick Laliberte Maurice Vellacott
Serge Cardin Reed Elley
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chair: John Harvard Vice-Chairs: Murray Calder
Howard Hilstrom
Hélene Alarie Odina Desrochers Joe McGuire Gerry Ritz (26)
Mark Assad Gar Knutson lan Murray Paul Steckle
Rick Borotsik Larry McCormick Dick Proctor Rose-Marie Ur
Garry Breitkreuz
Associate Members
Peter Adams Michelle Dockrill Lynn Myers Greg Thompson
Roy Bailey Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Lorne Nystrom Myron Thompson
Leon Benoit John Maloney John Solomon Suzanne Tremblay
Rick Casson Lee Morrison Guy St-Julien Daniel Turp
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chair: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairs: Inky Mark
DennisMills
Mauril Bélanger Irwin Cotler Rick Limoges Alex Shepherd (16)
Paul Bonwick Pierre de Savoye Eric Lowther Caroline St—Hilaire
Cliff Breitkreuz Wendy Lill Mark Muise Bryon Wilfert
Sarmite Bulte
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Paul Forseth Benoit Sauvageau
André Bachand Serge Cardin Christiane Gagnon Guy St-Julien
Claude Bachand Antoine Dubé Rick Laliberte Suzanne Tremblay
Carolyn Bennett Maurice Dumas Peter MacK ay Daniel Turp
Rick Borotsik Gordon Earle Louis Plamondon Elsie Wayne




18

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Chair: Joe Fontana Vice—Chairs: L eon Benoit
Steve Mahoney
Rob Anders John Bryden Pat Martin Pauline Picard (16)
Jean Augustine Sophia Leung John McKay David Price
Bernard Bigras Rick Limoges Grant McNally Andrew Telegdi
Paul Bonwick
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Gordon Earle Réal Ménard Suzanne Tremblay
Serge Cardin Louise Hardy Deepak Obhrai Daniel Turp
Libby Davies Francine Lalonde Diane St-Jacques
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Chair: Charles Caccia Vice—Chairs: Rahim Jaffer
Karen Kraft Sloan
Marlene Catterall Jocelyne Girard-Bujold John Herron David Pratt (16)
David Chatters Gurmant Grewal Joe Jordan Julian Reed
Jean-Guy Chrétien Dennis Gruending Walt Lastewka Paddy Torsney
Nick Discepola
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