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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, June 2, 2000

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1005)
[Translation]
CAPE BRETON DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

DIVESTITUREAUTHORIZATION AND DISSOLUTION
ACT

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-11, an act to
authorize the divestiture of the assets of, and to dissolve, the Cape
Breton Development Corporation, to amend the Cape Breton
Development Corporation Act and to make conseguential amend-
ments to other acts, as reported (without amendment) from the
committee.

SPEAKER'SRULING

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): There are 16 motions
in amendment standing on the notice paper for the report stage of
Bill C-11.

[English]
The motions will be grouped for debate as follows:
[Translation]
Group No. 1: Motions Nos. 1 to 5 and 12.
[English]
Group No. 2: Motions Nos. 6 to 11 and 16.
[Translation]
Group No. 3: Motions Nos. 13 to 15.
[English]
The voting patterns for the motions within each group are

available at the table. The Chair will remind the House of each
pattern at the time of voting.

[Translation]
| shall now propose motions Nos. 1 to 5 and 12 to the House.

[English]

MOTIONSIN AMENDMENT

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Bras d’'Or—Cape Breton, NDP)
moved:

Motion No. 1

That Bill C-11, in Clause 2, be amended by adding after line 17 on page 1 the
following:

“(3) It is a condition of every agreement to transfer an asset of the Corporation
that is used as part of a coal-mining operation that the coal-mining operation shall
continue in a manner satisfactory to the Government of Canada and the Government
of Nova Scotia

(4) Itisacondition of every agreement to transfer an asset of the Corporation that
could be used as part of a coal-mining operation that the asset shall be developed and
a coad-mining operation shal be undertaken in a manner satisfactory to the
Government of Canada and the Government of Nova Scotia.””

Motion No. 2

That Bill C-11, in Clause 2, be amended by adding after line 17 on page 1 the
following:

**(3) Prior to the sale or disposal of al or substantially al of the Corporation’s
assets, the Government of Canada or the Government of Nova Scotia shall hold or
cause to be held a public inquiry in order to:

(a) determine the effects that the sale or disposal of al or substantialy all of the
Corporation’s assets may have or may have had on the economy of the Island of
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, with particular attention being given to the issue of the
unemployment and economic hardship to the residents that may result or have
resulted; and

(b) assess the measures taken by the Government of Canada, the Government of
Nova Scotiaor any agency of either of those governments to reduce those effects.”

® (1010)

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—YVictoria, NDP) moved:
Motion No. 3

That Bill C-11, in Clause 2, be amended by adding after line 17 on page 1 the
following:

**(3) The Auditor General shall review the disposal of the Corporation’s assets and
al other activities related to the closing out of its affairs, and shall report to the
House of Commons within six months of the disposal of the last of the Corporation’s
assets.”
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Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ) moved:
Motion No. 4

That Bill C-11 be amended by deleting Clause 5.

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Bras d’Or—Cape Breton, NDP)
moved:

Motion No. 5

That Bill C-11 be amended by adding after line 13 on page 2 the following new
clause:

“5.1 If a work or undertaking of the Corporation or any part thereof is
transferred, by sale, lease, merger or otherwise, to another employer, the work or
undertaking or the part thereof, as the case may be, shall continue to be a work or
undertaking for the genera advantage of Canada.”

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP) moved:
Motion No. 12

That Bill C-11, in Clause 11, be amended by adding after line 27 on page 4 the
following:

*“(3) The by-law of the Corporation shall provide that if a person contracts any
illness as aresult of the person’s employment by the Corporation, the person shall be
entitled, for the remainder of the person’s life, to the health insurance benefits that
were provided as part of the terms and conditions of the person’s employment.”

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill: Mr. Speaker, | would like to say that it
isapleasure to stand in the House today to talk about Bill C-11, but
unfortunately | do not feel that way.

| think it is important at this time to point out to Canadians the
difference between fact and fiction as it relates to the Cape Breton
Development Corporation.

In 1995 the Prime Minister asked the Minister of Natural
Resources at the time to return to cabinet with a privatization plan
for Devco. When we talked to the government and asked it about its
plan with respect to the privatization of Devco in 1998, it denied a
plan existed. It said that there was no plan and that it had not made
a decision about privatizing Devco.

Mr. Speaker, as you have said, we are today commissioned with
the task of privatizing Devco.

As aresident of Cape Breton Island al my life, | was aways
brought up to believe that | lived in a wonderful country called
Canada. One of the reasons we lived in such a wonderful country
was because it was a democratic society. We had governments
which were responsible for ensuring that al citizens were treated
fairly and equitably and that it was the responsibility of the federal
government to ensure that its policies did not have undue or harsh
ramifications for the citizens.

| question whether we live in a democratic society when we see
what the federa government has done with respect to the Cape

Breton Development Corporation, the miners, their families and
the communities which will be affected drastically by this legisla-
tion.

All members of the House have seen over the course of the last
number of years delegation after delegation coming to Ottawa,
miners’ wives coming to Ottawa, pleading with officials of the
government to recognize what this bill would do to them, their
families, the future of their children and, more important, the
future of their island.

Did the government listen? Of course not. The government has
refused to listen to every delegation which has come to Parliament
Hill to voice their concerns about what the government was doing
as it related to the Cape Breton Development Corporation.

In 1995, when Cape Bretoners were being represented by what
some on the government side would tout as being one of the most
powerful government members in the country, the government
executed the plan to destroy Devco and in essence destroy the
island.

® (1015)

If the government had decided to get out of the industry why was
it not willing to sit down with the stakeholders, with the union, with
the mayor and with the community and try to work out a solution
that would guarantee that nobody would be adversely affected? It
did not do that. It decided to continue meeting closed doors and
making decisions based on only the facts it had.

Day after day government members get up and talk about their
responsibility and what they have done in terms of assisting the
people in Cape Breton as it relates to Devco. Their own study in
1995 told them what would happen economically and socialy if
they continued on with the plan to privatize Devco. Did they
recognize those adverse effects? Did the government want to sit
down with the stakeholders to find a way to work out a solution?
No. It decided to do what it has done for a number of yearswhichis
to continue on its course of selling off Canada's assets to foreign
investors. Devco is no different.

Because | come from Cape Breton and having lived there all my
life, it angers me to no end when | hear government members say
that they are committed to Cape Breton, that they have sent money
there for economic development and recovery.

Given the amount of money that the federal government has sent
to Cape Breton, why is Cape Breton's economy where it is right
now? Why have we ended up having the highest rate of unemploy-
ment in the country if the government is so committed to economic
recovery?

The answer to those questions is that this government has never
been committed to any kind of economic recovery as it relates to
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Cape Breton, and Cape Bretoners know that. We in the House saw
the drastic steps that the miners took in January of this year when
they took over over one of the mines and went on a hunger strike. It
was because of what the government was doing and because it was
not listening.

The parliamentary secretary or the minister will stand up later
and tell us that the government consulted Cape Bretoners, that a
panel went around Cape Breton Island and gave everybody the
opportunity to voice their concerns and their issues. Interestingly
enough, everybody on that panel had an affiliation to the Liberal
Party. Surprise, surprise. There was a former senator on the panel.
One of those people on the panel was successful in obtaining over
$300,000 through the millennium fund. Another member was able
to open a new FM radio station.

Government memberswill say ** There goes the member for Bras
d' Or with her paranoia”’. No, that is reality and a fact on Cape
Breton Island. The government members know it and certainly
Cape Bretoners know it.

The issue here is that there has been absolutely no consultation
as it relates to what will happen to Cape Breton Island. Economi-
caly in Cape Breton right now our research shows that even to
bring Cape Breton up to the mainland standards we will need
approximately 14,000 jobs. That is before Devco closes. That is
before the steel plant closes. What do we hear from the government
members? They say that they have given us $68 million. By the
way, they have aready spent $7 million on acall centre that we all
saw the Prime Minister come and announce to Cape Bretoners.
Thisis patronage at its best. One thing we do know about in Cape
Breton is patronage. We have seen it for an awful long time from
the Liberal government.

Given the fact that the government arbitrarily made the decision
in 1995 to get out of the industry, why did it not consult with Cape
Bretoners? Why did it not consult with the unions? Why did it not
listen to the $500,000 study it commissioned from John T. Boyd,
which told the government how to make it work? The reality was
that the government did not want it to work. It did not want Devco
to be viable. It set in motion decisions, since 1995, that would
ensure that it would not be viable.

® (1020)

What will Cape Bretoners be left with? Today we await the
arbitration to decide the fate of the miners and their families.

It isasad day in this country when we have a government that is
commissioned by the peopleto look after its citizens and we seethe
manipulation and games that have been played with the citizens of
Cape Breton Island by the Liberal government. What isit? Itisjust
proof that once again the Liberal government is phenomenal for its
promises, but as Cape Bretoners have known for a very long time,
it is also phenomenal at breaking them.

Government Orders

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
like the previous speaker, | want to say that it is a pleasure to rise
today to speak to these motions.

| am proud of the motions that have come forward but | think we
need a bit of history on some of them and on Bill C-11. My
colleague has given some of the history going back to 1995.
However, it is important for members of the House to understand
what these motions mean and what has happened to them.

Those members of the Liberal Party who do not know the history
of the committee that reported on this bill should listen. They
should know the history and they should be ashamed.

After the government brought in time allocation the bill was sent
to committee but not through the normal course of events. It was
rammed through the committee to the point where the witnesses
were given 24 hours notice to fly from Cape Breton to Ottawa
during extended hours that the committee held, where the chairman
ordered supper for the witnesses and the committee members, over
a two day period, so they could say that they consulted. It was a
farce. Yet, in good faith, the people of Cape Breton came forward
to the committee. The major of the regiona municipality came.
Women from the Northside Futures Group came. The unions came.
Every one of those witnesses made recommendations to the
committee. Those recommendations from the witnesses formed the
substance of the motions before the House today.

Some of those motions were brought to committee in another
form. Despite the fact that these motions came from witnesses who
will be directly affected in the communities where they live, the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources
exercised his duty as whip, and up and down the line, when the
motions were brought forward, most of them were defeated.

| see some membersin the House today who | think have asocial
conscience. | urge them to read those motions. Not al of them are
up for debate in this grouping, but they are as innocuous as
ensuring that Cape Bretoners sit on the board of directors. They
were defeated by the government. We have to wonder why.

We believe there is a move afoot to ram this through before the
next election so that the next Liberal standard bearer in Cape
Breton does not have to answer or defend the actions of the
government.

What is worse is that those witnesses were given a little bit of
hope. Cathy Baker, whose husband is a miner and who has been
affected by this, gave up her 12-hour shift on short notice to come
to Ottawa to plead with the government to keep certain sectionsin
the act. One of the Liberal members on the committee said to her
that her comments made him think differently about the bill. The
next day or the day after he voted against the very recommenda-
tions that she had put forward. He was whipped into shape.
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There is a certain irony here today. This bill will undo the work
of previous Liberal administrations: the L ester Pearson administra-
tion and the Pierre Trudeau administration involving Allan MacEa-
chen, Romeo Leblanc and other Liberals who were considered |l eft
wing thinkers. | know the Liberal members are tired of hearing me
say that because it perhaps creates a twinge of conscience.

The irony is that as the Prime Minister travels off to Berlin to
deliver what many think is the left wing election platform of the
Liberal Party, while he issues that statement in Berlin, here at home
his government is undoing the very kind of Liberal policies for
which this party was once so proud. While he echoes a remnant of
what might have been in Berlin, the actions of his Minister of
Natural Resources and of his government speak far louder than
those words. When we compare that speech in Berlin with the
legidation before the House today, it speaks of hypocrisy.

The minister has a choice. He can give credence to his leader’s
commentsin Berlin by withdrawing thisbill or, at the very least, by
accepting amendments that were put forward by the people of Cape
Breton, or he can make his leader look like a hypocrite and pass the
bill in this Chamber. It will be an interesting contrast between that
speech and this legidlation.

I will now go directly to the motions that have been moved
today. | will speak directly to Motion No. 2 which saysthat prior to
the sale or disposal of all government assets, there should be a
public inquiry into what this will mean for the economy on the
island of Cape Breton. That is not happening.

The interesting reason that Motion No. 2 is an important motion
is because the act that we are replacing mandated the government
to assess what the economic impact would be as a result of the
transition from aresource based economy to another one. That was
what the foresight was of the government of Lester Pearson. To
give it teeth a section was put in the act that mandated the
government to look at that.

What could possibly be wrong? How could it be against public
policy for a government to say that it understands the implications
of this, that it is aware it will be selling off the assets of a crown
corporation that is the major employer in a particular community,
that it is aware that will mean massive layoffs and will have
economic impacts, and that it will have a public inquiry and study
it in order to find the best way to deal with it?

God knows in this House over 130 years we have had public
inquiries into every possible subject. When it comes to the lives
and the economic consequences of abill that will affect the lives of
100,000 people, which is the population of the regional municipali-
ty of Cape Breton, when it comes to examining what effects this

bill will have on those people, there is no interest, no time and no
money. Perhaps the government can explain why it has no interest.

The government members will say that they have given $68
million to Cape Breton for economic development to replace the
Cape Breton Development Corporation. The Minister of Heritage
announced in the House the expenditure of $48 million toward the
construction of a war museum. | suppose we have been given the
price of a new building in Ottawa as the impetus for future
economic growth for an island.

A contract was made between the Government of Canadaand the
people of Cape Breton. That contract said that the government
would assist the people of Cape Breton through a transition period.
Cape Bretoners understood that they would not be coal miners
forever and ever. They understood that times were changing.

® (1030)

The people of Cape Breton looked to the Government of Canada
to help them, not to baby them, not to make them dependent, but to
help them. Is it wrong that they would turn to the government and
ask for help as they made the transition? The Government of
Canada in 1967 said it recognized its role and responsibility. It
made a covenant, but today the covenant has been broken. Today
there is a breach of faith and a breach of trust.

The people of Cape Breton have always given to Canada when
asked. We have aways honoured our side of the confederation
agreement. | do not know that we can continue to make the same
pledge because the covenant has been broken by the other partner
and we have been left wanting.

[Translation]

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, before |
speak on Bill C-11, | must set the stage.

| would point out quickly that, on January 28, 1999, the federal
Minister of Natural Resources announced the closure of the Phalen
coal mine and the privatization of the Prince mine, both of which
are on Cape Breton Island in Nova Scotia and managed by the
crown corporation Devco. Some 1,700 miners worked for the
corporation, and approximately 1,000 will end up unemployed in a
region with an unemployment rate of 25% on occasion and even
permanently.

At the same time, the minister announced aid of $110 million to
provide the miners with severance pay and early retirement
packages and an additional investment of $68 million to boost the
region's economy. The Government of Nova Scotia aso an-
nounced, last fall, that it would invest $12 million in the long term
economic development of Cape Breton.

Obviously, some people are dissatisfied with the conditions of
separation and the proposed severance pay totalling $110 million.
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Since February 1999, Devco employees have been putting pressure
on the federal government to change its decisions.

A committee of the Nova Scotia legislature comprising repre-
sentatives of al parties called on the federal government on
December 23 to improve the offers and increase the amount of
money paid to the workers. According to this committee, approxi-
mately 230 miners with 25 years of service or more are excluded
from Devco's early retirement programs as they are currently
defined.

On January 2, 2000, exasperated miners declared a strike to
protest the closing of the mine and to obtain better lump sum
payments. A few dayslater, they set up barricadesin order to block
delivery of coal to Nova Scotia's two generating stations. Some of
them even went on a hunger strike.

After long deliberations between workers and representatives of
the federal government and the mine, an agreement in principle
was reached in mid January, and the barricades came down.
Nevertheless, negotiations in camera appear not to be concluded
yet.

Devco was established in 1967 by the Cape Breton Devel opment
Corporation Act. Its assets include the Prince and Phalen mines, the
Donkin mine site, the corporation wharf and rail line, its coa
processing plant and the related infrastructures.

Devco being a crown corporation, the Financial Administration
Act provides that it cannot dispose of al or substantially all of its
assets, unless authorized by legislationaw. Therefore, the main
objective of Bill C-11 isto alow Devco to dispose of its assets. It
amends the Cape Breton Development Corporation Act to allow
the private sector to acquire the corporation’s assets, so that the
government can exit the coal mining business.

The purpose of clauses 2 to 4 isto allow Devco to sell its assets,
before being dissolved on a day to be fixed by order in council.
Clause 5 provides that the works and undertakings operated or
carried on by Devco are for the general advantage of Canada. That
clause is included in the act so that the Canada Labour Code can
continue to apply. It should be noted that since Devco is a crown
corporation, al the jurisdictional systems that apply to labour
relations, occupational health and safety and labour standards have,
since 1967, been governed by the Canada Labour Code.

® (1035)

The bill thus also provides for the continuation of the existing
federal jurisdiction in these areas. It is primarily the provisions of
clause 5 which bother us, because they represent federal interfer-
ence in provincia affairs. There is nothing out of the ordinary
about the rest of the hill.

Clause 5 is contentious because the federal government indicates
that the works and undertakings operated by the corporation,

Government Orders

whether or not it is dissolved, will be works for the genera
advantage of Canada, thus allowing for the continuation of the
federal legidation.

By means of this clause, the federal government intends to
continue the jurisdiction it had at the time, through Devco's status
as a crown corporation. The federal government thus retains the
right to legislate in the areas of labour relations, occupational
safety and health, and labour standards, even after the corporation
is dissolved.

But it is the provincia legislation and labour code which should
apply once the federal government pulls out of this industry and
privatizes its assets. The federal government is continuing its
jurisdiction in these areas by invoking the declaratory power
conferred on parliament by various sections of the Constitution
Act, which alow it to extend its exclusive jurisdiction to works by
declaring them to be for the advantage of Canada or of more than
one province.

In fact, section 91 provides that it shall be lawful for the Queen,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and the House of
Commons, to make laws for the peace, order and good government
of Canada—that is what | said, the good government of Canada;
and this was not written by the Bloc—in relation to all matters not
coming within the classes of subjects by this act assigned exclu-
sively to the legislatures of the provinces.

This section aso sets out the matters under the exclusive
legidative authority of the Parliament of Canada. And subsection
91(29) gives the federal government exclusive jurisdiction when
the classes, in this case the works, have been expressly excepted in
the enumeration of the classes of subjects assigned exclusively to
the provinces.

Section 92 identifies the matters for which the provincia
legidatures may exclusively make laws. Subsection 92(10) says
that local works and undertakings are a provincial matter, with the
exception of what is set out in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c).
Paragraph (c) provides that the works, athough wholly situate
within the province, are before or after their execution declared by
the Parliament of Canadato be for the general advantage of Canada
or for the advantage of two or more of the provinces.

In other words, the Parliament of Canada may amend, indeed
expand, the limits of its legidative jurisdiction with respect to
works of alocal nature declared to be of general interest to Canada.
Provincial approval is not required.

The works so unilaterally declared are therefore removed from
the application of provincia jurisdiction. The federal government
has apparently used this type of power already close to 500 times.
The use of this declaratory power by the federal government in the
case of the Cape Breton Development Corporation strikes us as
abusive. Why is the federal government pre-empting this jurisdic-
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tion? Does it not believe that provincia legisation will be suffi-
cient, once agreements have been signed between it and the
workers?

Looking quickly at the coal industry, it is of course very much on
the way out. It also has a considerable impact on the environment.
Those two arguments lead me to a degree of acceptance that the
government should divest itself of this mine, mainly the fact that
coal mining is not cost-effective.

There is one important element | must focus on: the matter of
regional development. | believe that the federal government has not
done its job in this area. It is obvious that the government has
invested huge sums of money since 1967.

| have made a rapid calculation. Since 1967, the budgetary
estimates for the coal division of Devco, as well as for the
industrial development and economic activities division in the past
two years, i.e. 1998 and 1999, total $2,568,000.

® (1040)

If we take an average of 1,700 employees over 33 years, this
represents an average of $45,775 per worker. This is, of course,
assuming that there were 1,700 workers for the 33 year period.
Imagine what the federal government could have done with that
money in developing Cape Breton? Now there would be full
employment there.

Thefederal government has therefore failed to meet its responsi-
bilities. The federal government was incapable of getting the mine
to make a profit and today it wants to privatize it. Even the
chairman of the corporation admits it is running up a deficit and
will probably continue to do so. What are the advantages for the
government in selling the mine and in continuing to interfere in
provincia responsibilities?

[English]

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, it is a
pleasure to speak to these amendments. But as the member for Bras
D’Or—Cape Breton said earlier, it is also a disappointment to
speak to a number of these amendments because of the lack of
co-operation from the government benches on this bill. Itisalso a
disappointment that the government is not here to defend its
actions and its Bill C-11 on the privatization of Devco.

Ms. Marlene Catterall: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order.
Some members are back in their ridings, but as the Speaker knows
very well, itisagainst the rules of the Houseto refer to the presence
or absence of members in the House and there are government
members here to defend the bill.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The deputy govern-
ment whip is absolutely correct and | should have picked up on

that myself. As everyone knows, we do not refer to the presence or
absence of other members. As everyone knows, while members
may or may not be in the House, there are many other obligations
that take members out of the House on official business.

Mr. Gerald Keddy: Mr. Speaker, it was not my intent to point
that out. It was my intent to involve the government in debate on
this very important bill for the people of Cape Breton Island and
Nova Scotia.

A number of amendments have been put forward. We have
debated this in committee and we have gone through clause by
clause. There are more amendments here. Our party will be
supporting some of them and some of them we will not be
supporting. What is important is that the debate occurs.

Sadly there has been a lack of debate on this issue. There has
been a lack of responsibility on behalf of the government. The
government has refused to go to Cape Breton Island and hold
public inquiries. The committee has not travelled to Cape Breton
Island to actually assess the situation on the ground in Cape Breton.
Many committee members have not been to the coal field, they
have not seen the rail cars and they have not been to the mines. The
government has refused travel there.

It is a mistake for the government when it is liquidating the
assets and privatizing the company, a crown corporation, to try to
do it in an aoof and hands off manner. The government is going to
put the bill through. It wants all parliamentarians to support it
without looking at it too closely because it is just a matter of
bookkeeping and let us move it through. That type of attitude is
what the government has been about for far too long, that type of
irresponsible government and its refusal to deal with the issues. A
number of issues need to be dealt with.

Of the amendments put forward in Group No. 1 by the member
for Bras D’ Or—Cape Breton and the member for Sydney—Victo-
ria, there are couple that deserve to be looked at in a much closer
manner and taken seriously.

Motion No. 12 states:

The by-law of the Corporation shall provide that if a person contracts any illness
as a result of the person’s employment by the Corporation, the person shall be
entitled, for the remainder of the person’s life, to the health insurance benefits that
were provided as part of the terms and conditions of the person’s employment.

| would like to hear members on the government benches at |east
explain to me, but explain to the entire House and to the minersin
Cape Breton who have contracted serious illnesses working under-
ground why that particular motion would not be supported by any
responsible government in the country. | would like to hear the
explanation of that.
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| put forth a very similar motion at committee stage and it was
voted down. All the opposition parties supported it, and | suspect
that al the opposition parties will support this one. Yet the
government in its wisdom decided it does not have to deal with this
issue. If people contract an illness through work, a work related
injury, they will belaid off and the medical insurance will not cover
them or their families.

Cape Breton Idand is a area of economic hardship with 17%
unemployment and higher. Yet the government is satisfied that it
does not have any further responsibility once it goes through with
its privatization plan. | point out Motion No. 3 which says:

The Auditor General shall review the disposal of the Corporation’s assets and all
other activities related to the closing out of its affairs, and shall report to the House of
Commons within six months of the disposal of the last of the Corporation’s assets.

Surely that isagood amendment. When we are liquidating assets
and privatizing government or federal assets, to have the auditor
genera look at it and give a full accounting to the Parliament of
Canada is responsible government.

| want want to hear what the Government of Canada has to say
onthisissue. | want it to explain to me, because | do not understand
its rationale or its line of thinking, why this should not occur. Even
more serious, | want it to explain to Canadians why this should not
occur.

We have agovernment that is not responsible. It does not have to
have a full accounting of the business it is about to perform. Do
Canadian taxpayers not need to know whether thisis agood or bad
thing? Whatever anyone’s position is on this issue, surely we have
to be responsible and, more important, we have to be accountable.

The member for Sherbrooke just spoke about overlapping
jurisdiction. The federal government wants to continue to keep its
hands in the works through the Canada Labour Code. He made a
very good point, aclear point. He explained hisposition well. Itisa
point on which | want to hear the government’s response. | have not
heard it. It has not articulated its vision for the future of Cape
Breton Island. It has not explained why federal jurisdiction should
continue to apply in a provincia area.

It cannot continue to govern from afar. It islike trying to write a
will that somehow triesto control everything from the grave. It isa
mistake for anyone to do that. One should make a decision and
move on. The Government of Canada has to do exactly the same. |
go back to Motion No. 5 which says:

If awork or undertaking of the Corporation or any part thereof istransferred, by sale,
lease, merger or otherwise, to another employer, the work or undertaking or the part
thereof, asthe case may be, shall continue to be awork or undertaking for the general
advantage of Canada.

Government Orders

That is a pretty sensible amendment. The problem here is not
with the amendments. The problem has been with the government
and its total refusal to take this issue and the Parliament of Canada
serioudy and to listen to amendments put forth by opposition
members of parliament. Surely we are not just here to waste our
time. Surely we are here to have reasonable, rationale and account-
able debate.

® (1050)

Everyone needsto understand that the government isinsisting on
pushing this legidlation through parliament like it pushes every
other piece of legidation through parliament. It delays debate. It
shortens debate. It refuses to speak to the issues. It refuses to
present its own position on this very important issue. Opposition
members are forced to bring motions from committee to parlia-
ment to have them debated. We debate them at committee, and that
debate is rushed by any stretch of the imagination.

The member for Sydney—Victoria had unlimited time to speak
the other day. He took that opportunity to speak in what | thought
was a very rational manner for a limited period of time and
discussed the issues fairly thoroughly. Instead of that gaining some
co-operation from the government, al it gained was to shut it
down, move it on, not debate it and not discuss it. That type of
government iswrong. That is why we are debating this issue today
and that is why we have a couple of other sets of amendments to
debate. | look forward to continuing that.

Ms. Wendy Lill (Dartmouth, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it is a
pleasure to rise to speak to the amendments as well as to the
essence of Bill C-11, an act to authorize the divestiture of the assets
of the Cape Breton Development Corporation. | am honoured to
follow the two Cape Breton members of parliament who spoke so
passionately to the issue. | would like to try to follow in their
footsteps.

With this bill the government will be carrying out itsintention to
privatize Devco. As we know, the government has a passion for
privatization. It has an obsession for cutting loose some of the
jewels in our crown, the actual treasures that we hold dear in this
country. It believes that Devco should be cut loose and in fact that
Atlantic Canada should be cut loose.

We have seen this over and over from the government. We have
seen our health care system cut loose. We have seen the govern-
ment's commitment move from a 50% commitment to national
medicare down to a 13% commitment. We have seen our railways
cut loose. Now we have seen the CBC cut loose. We have seen over
$400 million removed from the CBC, our national broadcasting
corporation. We have seen 3,800 jobs disappear. It is al with the
assumption that somehow the private sector will take up the slack,
and we know it will not.



7392

COMMONSDEBATES

June 2, 2000

S0.31

With Devco the argument is the same, that the private sector will
somehow do a better job. Thisis a sort of ubiquitous mantra of the
government. | almost think government members repeat it on their
treadmills when they are exercising or when they are going to sleep
at night. They may mutter cuts are the best policy; private sector
good, public sector bad; corporations are always right. Of course
there is the continuing mantra that Cape Breton is a financial
money pit.

It isinteresting that not only is this last mantra a false one. It is
also one that has been taken up by the officia opposition, the
Reform Party. | guess the Reform Party has finally become an
Ottawa insider, adopting the bureaucratic mantras in the same way
as the frontbench opposite. | want to bring some of those fallacies
to the attention of the House.

It is important for everyone to note that Cape Breton has been
producing coa for 300 years, long before Ottawa bureaucrats
existed to criticize the enterprise. The coa produced in Cape
Breton fired the steamers which helped build the British Empire.
They were critical components of industrial expansion in the early
days of Canada.

The contribution which Cape Breton coal made to our war efforts
in both wars cannot be underestimated. At the end of the second
world war 17,000 Cape Breton workers kept the coal moving. Like
many other industries after the war, there were to be big changesin
coal production, and there were.

The mines declined substantially and by 1965 they were ready
for closure, which would have thrown 6,500 miners out of work.
However the more progressive government of the day than the one
that introduced Bill C-11 understood that allowing the collapse of
the coal industry was against the public interest for two reasons.

The Pearson government understood that there was a viable
economic need for coal production in Cape Breton to continue. It is
almost eerie how the setting up of Devco seemed to have foretold
the ail crisis of the seventies. Until Devco, power in Nova Scotia
was produced by oil generating stations. If these stations had not
changed to coal fired stations in the late sixties, the impact of the
OPEC crisis would have decimated the Nova Scotia economy.

® (1055)

| heard both Liberals and Reformers whine about the money pit
of Cape Breton requiring this drastic legislation. However | never
hear them talk about the billions saved by businesses and residents
of Atlantic Canada because of cheap Cape Breton coa being used
to create electricity.

The mantra continues: Cape Breton's Devco should be cut loose;
the private sector will do a better job; and the government will

continue to offer call centre jobs to this beautiful island. | say
shame on the government’s minimum wage commitments to Cape
Breton and its people.

Today | learned that the reprieve of local news shows at the CBC,
which is another sock from the Liberals to maritimers and which |
have aready called a sham to get the government through the next
election, is not what the government had taken credit for. The
national programs will get millions to produce a slick commercia
free 30 minutes of national news. They will get time to develop the
ideas and will get the resources to do it right, an approach which
local shows have aways done well. Due to the Liberal broken
promises, the local shows have scant days to come up with the
millions in cuts.

The Speaker: With the hon. member’s agreement, it might be a
good time to break your speech. You still have five minutes and ten
seconds left and will have the floor when we return to debate.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

CENTURY OF SERVICE PARADE

Mr. David Pratt (Nepean—Carleton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to invite al Canadians to share in a grand military celebra-
tion Saturday morning, June 3, a 9.30 on Parliament Hill. Two
hundred and fifty Canadian soldiers will participate in the Century
of Service Parade to commemorate 100 years of proud military
service to our country. Thisis a unique opportunity for Canadians
to pay tribute to four regiments that served in South Africa at the
turn of the 20th century.

The Royal Canadian Regiment valiantly fought its way to
victory through searing heat, thirst and sickness at the battle of
Paardeberg in February 1900. In November 1900 the Royal Cana-
dian Dragoons and the Royal Canadian Horse Artillery held fast at
the battle of Leliefontain despite many casualties.

It is also an opportunity to commemorate the raising of Lord
Strathcona's Horse, the Royal Canadians, in the year of 1900 just
prior to their service in South Africa. In fact the Musical Ride will
be performed by horses and riders from the Strathcona Mounted
Troop, an event rarely seen in eastern Canada.

| encourage all Canadians to share in this momentous tribute to
these four proud Canadian regiments that continue to serve our
home and native land.
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GOVERNMENTEXPENDITURES

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver Isand North, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, the Liberals just do not get it. The federa
government is spending over $48 million of the $68 million in
federal sponsorship money in Quebec to respond to messaging
from the Parti Quebecois.

Canadians are tired of Liberal big spending to promote Liberal
status quo federalism. The government finds sponsorship spending
easier than making real, necessary and overdue changes to the
federation.

All Canadians want is fairness in government spending. Howev-
er western Liberals, like the Winnipeg MP who chaired the Liberal
task force into western alienation, want the money the Liberals use
in Quebec to try to buy votes in the west. | have news for the
government. Big spending will not buy Canadiansin Quebec or in
the west.

NATIONAL CANCER SURVIVORS DAY

Mr. Lynn Myers (Waterloo—Wellington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
on Sunday, June 4, we celebrate National Cancer Survivors Day.
Cancer touches all of us either directly or indirectly. Approximate-
ly onein three Canadians will be diagnosed with cancer during his
or her lifetime. However, thanks to improved detection methods
and enhanced methods of treatment, more than half of all people
diagnosed with cancer today recover fully, and thankfully go on to
live happy and productive lives.

Each cancer survivor has his or her own story to tell. Each has
experienced pain and unease in their courageous battles against
cancer. However, if asked, | am sure that each would say that we
must continue to develop new and improved methods of detection
and treatment and to encourage research in this al important area.

| am proud to say that on Sunday, June 4, the people of my riding
of Waterloo—Wellington will be joining over 700 communitiesin
celebrating National Cancer Survivors Day, a day which has come
to symbolize hope, perseverance and the strength of those survi-
vors and their families.

® (1100)

SHEREE FITCH

Hon. Andy Scott (Fredericton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to offer congratulations to afriend and former
constituent. Renowned children’s author Sheree Fitch has been
recognized as one of the first two winners of the Hackmatack
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Children's Choice Book Award, a literary program for young
readers in Atlantic Canada.

Sheree won in the children’s choice non-fiction category for her
book If You Could Wear My Sneakers. The unique thing about the
Hackmatack Children’s Choice Book Award is that the winners are
judged by the children.

| am pleased also to say that this project was supported by the
Canada Millennium Partnership Program. Its objectives are to
enhance literacy and promote reading of Canadian books by
children in the Atlantic provinces.

Again, congratulations to Sheree Fitch on her continuing excel-
lence in children’s literature.

[Translation]

CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY

Mr. Yvon Charbonneau (Anjou—Riviére-des-Prairies, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the Canadian Cancer Society is celebrating the
world's largest event for those affected by cancer—National
Cancer Survivors Day—on Sunday, June 4, 2000. This year marks
the 13th anniversary of the event in North America

[English]

On National Cancer Survivors Day we honour survivorswho are
living with and beyond cancer. National Cancer Survivors Day also
recognizes the important role which family and friends play in the
life of a cancer survivor, as well as the efforts of the many health
care professional s and researchers who devote their livesto making
life more comfortable for people faced with this disease.

[Translation]

Directly or indirectly, cancer affects all of us. In Canada, nearly
one person in three stands a chance of being diagnosed with cancer
during their lifetime. But, thanks to new methods of testing, more
widespread dissemination of information, and the latest treatments,
over half of them can now hope to make a full recovery—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Okanagan—Shuswap.
[English]

PAROLE

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, in my riding a young mother disappeared
May 21. She was last seen together with her common law husband
who |eft their baby at the babysitters. A blood soaked carpet was
removed from the home and police are treating the disappearance
as a murder investigation.
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A Canada-wide warrant has been issued for the arrest of this
man, who is on parole after serving only nine years of a so-called
life sentence for second degree murder in the stabbing death of
his then mother-in-law.

Falkner resided at Vernon's Howard House, a facility helping to
reintegrate offenders into society. But the Howard House staff can
only work with whoever the parole board sends them, including
previously violent criminals. A local official with Correctional
Service Canada was quoted as saying that Falkner was released
““because the parole board determined he was not an appropriate
risk’.

Today’s lesson for the solicitor general is, start protecting the
public by requiring that inmates earn parole rather than expecting it
as an automatic right.

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Murray Calder (Dufferin—Peel—Wellington—Grey,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, who wants to be trillionaire?

Wednesday's Statistics Canada report shows that Canadais now
part of the elite group of countries whose gross domestic product
exceeds $1 trillion. In fact, our economy is booming beyond
expectation. ““ There was not a single weak spot” noted TD Bank
economist Marc Levesque. ‘| don't see how it could be any better”
said Roya Bank economist John McCallum.

Thanks to strong exports, strong gains in business spending, an
increase in domestic spending and an overall booming economy,
Canada is entering the new millennium with a bang. A trillion
dollars is a phenomena number given our small population.
Canadians can look forward to continued growth in our new
economy. Our economy is broad based with healthy gains in
virtually all areas. What can | say? When you're hot, you're hot.

[Translation]

AGRI-FOOD SECTOR

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker, |
wish to congratulate the Table agroalimentaire du Saguenay—L ac-
Saint-Jean on its new publication L’ Agroalimentaire.

This initiative will provide alink for the 17 organizations in my
region involved in production, processing, research and distribu-
tion in the agri-food sector.

It will make information accessible to everyone and stimulate
development of this sector, which is the third largest in the
Saguenay—L ac-Saint-Jean region. In addition, it will highlight the

accomplishments of enterprises and help promote regiona prod-
ucts.

® (1105)

Once again, | congratulate the Table agroalimentaire du Sague-
nay—L ac-Saint-Jean and its co-ordinator, Josée Gauthier.

[English]

BIG SISTERS

Mrs. Judi Longfield (Whitby—Ajax, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
remember when you were growing up? You probably had many
role models: your parents, a teacher or coach, maybe an older
sibling. They were your heroes, the people you most wanted to be
like.

Unfortunately, not every child has someone like thisin hisor her
life, but thanks to a wonderful group of women more and more
children are now getting the chance to have someone to ook up to.
These heroes are called Big Sisters.

Big Sisters are caring adults who are dedicated to helping in the
development of young girls. They understand the value of a
nurturing friendship and the importance of an adult role model in
these girls' lives.

A Big Sister is a mentor who cares about putting a smile on a
specia little girl’s face. Anyone can be a Big Sister. All that is
required is a willingness to enjoy fun and friendship with a child.
Just three or four times per month is al it takes to make a
difference. Single or married, parent or grandparent, anyone over
19 years of age should consider becoming a Big Sister.

On this national Big Sisters' Day, | urge all colleagues to join
with me in congratulating Big Sisters everywhere.

* Kk %

ORGANIZED CRIME

Mr. Chuck Cadman (Surrey North, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, authorities in Vancouver just busted nine marijuana grow
operations controlled by a Vietnamese organized crime group.
They found 12 children in the homes they raided.

Sergeant Randy Elliot of the Organized Crime Agency says
“Now they have no product, no cash and they will be owing
somebody something. There is a problem for them here”.

That could signal another round of gun battles and violence in
the streets of greater Vancouver. We have seen it many times
before.

Statistics indicate that 85% of those recently arrested in relation
to B.C. marijuana grow operations were of Viethamese origin. We
all know that the vast mgjority of Viethamese immigrants to British
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Columbia and the rest of Canada are hard working, law-abiding
folks who are assets to the communities in which they live and
work. However, the small number involved in these criminal gangs
is a blight on their community.

These merchants of misery are a scourge on our society. | think |
speak for al Canadians, including the Viethamese community,
when | call upon the solicitor general and the ministers of justice
and immigration to give us the legislation and the resources to get
rid of these parasites.

WORKPLACE SAFETY

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, if a
drunk driver kills a pedestrian he is not only charged under the
Motor Vehicle Safety Act, he is charged with manslaughter under
the Criminal Code of Canada. Yet if people kill 26 employees due
to gross negligence and awilful blindnessto workplace safety, asin
the case of Westray Mine, they walk away scot-free.

Justice Peter Richard, the chair of the Westray inquiry, directed
parliament to amend the Crimina Code of Canada to make
directors of business truly accountable for the working conditions
in any enterprise under their direction.

The House of Commons concurred with Justice Richard’s rec-
ommendation when it passed Motion No. 79 by an overwhelming
majority.

The Canadian people want parliament to amend the Criminal
Code of Canada so that when corporate greed leads to corporate
murder there will be corresponding corporate accountability and
corporate responsibility.

The government should implement the recommendations of the
Westray inquiry, and it should do it in this session of this
parliament without delay.

CHILDREN'SMIRACLE NETWORK TELETHON

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West—Nepean, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday you welcomed to the House a very special
group of people, young Canadian champions, children who have
survived life threatening diseases and are now travelling across
Canada to make Canadians aware of just how much their help is
needed.

This weekend the Children’s Miracle Network Telethon will be
taking place across Canada. In Ottawa it will be at the Nortel
Centre; a new high tech look, but the same story.

S0.31

We all have the chance to make new champions, new children
who survive life threatening illnesses. Please tune in to the Miracle
Network Telethon. Please give generously.

* k% *
[Translation]

ST. LAWRENCE RIVER

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau—M irabel, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, allow me to mention an initiative by the Secrétariat a
la mise en valeur du Saint-Laurent, an agency of the Government
of Quebec that promotes the St. Lawrence River in Quebec and
elsewhere in the world.

We cannot overstress the importance of the St. Lawrence, when
60% of Quebec’s population lives on its shores.

The economic impact of marine and port activities in Quebec is
considerable, since they generate over $3 billion in business. We
are talking here of 27,000 jobs and a payroll of over $1 billion.

 (1110)

Theflag of the St. Lawrence serves primarily to remind us of the
inestimable heritage the river represents and to encourage our
collective pride of this major resource.

The flag is aso a quality souvenir for important visitors, and
serves as promotional material here and abroad.

Congratulations to the Secrétariat a la mise en vaeur du
Saint-Laurent.

[English]

MEDICAL RESEARCH

Mr. Stan Keyes (Hamilton West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, congratu-
lations arein order for Dr. Stuart Connolly of McMaster University
in Hamilton and his team of researchers.

In a study funded by the Medical Research Council and recently
published in the New England Journal of Medicine, Dr. Connolly
found that an older, simpler design of cardiac pacemaker is less
expensive, more effective and safer than a newer, more complex
type, which is welcome news to more than 10,000 Canadians who
receive pacemaker implants every year.

This study shows the high quality of research being done across
Canada, made possible through the expertise of our doctors and
scientists, and through agencies like the Medical Research Council
and the Canada research chairs program.

On behalf, | am sure, of every member of the House, | would like
to recognize the excellent work that is being done by McMaster
University and across the country by our researchers, doctors and
scientists.
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NATIONAL CANCER SURVIVORSDAY

Mr. Norman Doyle (St. John's East, PC): Mr. Speaker, this
Sunday, June 4, marks the 13th anniversary of National Cancer
Survivors Day in North America.

Last year more than 700 communities across North America
took part in this event, and once again the Canadian Cancer Society
has arranged events and activities from coast to coast to celebrate
the lives of cancer survivors.

The statistics surrounding cancer diagnosis are tragic. Fortunate-
ly, though, they are getting better. Approximately one in three
Canadians will be diagnosed with cancer during their lifetime.
However, there is good news. More than half of al of those
diagnosed with cancer now achieve full recovery. This day is set
aside for them.

Werisetoday to honour those survivors and their families, and to
once again thank the Canadian Cancer Society for its hard work in
this area.

AIRLINE INDUSTRY

Mr. Gary Lunn (Saanich—Gulf Islands, Canadian Alliance):
Mr. Speaker, the recent merger of Canada's two major airlines is
causing Victoria's tourism industry to crash.

Hotel occupancy has dropped from 64% to 54% over the same
period last year. In the month of August, which is the busiest time
for tourism in Victoria, air service will be down with 18% fewer
seats than over the same period last year and the prices will be
higher.

The Mayor of Victoria, Allan Lowe, has travelled to Ottawathis
week to remind the federal government that the significant reduc-
tion in air service to Victoria is hurting tourism.

The federal government seems to have once again forgotten
where British Columbia is located. It does not seem to matter
whether it is Nisga'a, wharf divestiture, Nanoose Bay, leaky
condos and now tourism in Victoria, it seems to completely drop
the ball and forget that British Columbia is part of Canada.

The government has promised to ensure that Air Canadalivesup
to its commitment to ensure that service is not reduced. It is time
for the government to act. We are tired of the talk.

NATIONAL SENIORS MONTH

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Brasd' Or—Cape Breton, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the month of June is National Seniors Month. This
provides Canadians from all over the country an excellent opportu-

nity to pause and reflect upon the numerous contributions that our
seniors have made to society.

| find it unfortunate that the Liberal government does not want to
recognize our seniors. Through its actions the Liberal government
is ignoring the needs of seniors and throwing their rights away.

Cuts to hedlth care, the high cost of prescription medication and
other cuts to the services seniors depend on are making day to day
life very difficult.

Seniors are also being hit economically. They have to rely on a
pension system which is not reliable. They also have been penal-
ized by the old age security clawback.

After living through the depression years and sacrificing their
children to war, why is this the thanks they get?

| sincerely hope that in recognition of National Seniors Month
the government uses the opportunity it now has to improve the
lives of our seniors.

FORESTRY

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, the forest
industry in Nova Scotia is worth $1.5 billion to Nova Scotia's
economy. A possible ban of export of red spruce would be
devastating to the industry. Yet the government has allowed the
brown spruce longhorned beetle infestation to occur in Point
Pleasant Park. It has not put Canada food inspection phytosanitary
requirements in place. They continue to allow infested wood to
come in on container ships on the east and west coasts of Canada.

® (1115)

The Canada Food Inspection Agency has phytosanitary certifi-
cates required to bring wood in from foreign countries. We have
phytos required to ship wood to Europe. Yet there is a maor
loophole in that |egislation because we allow containers made from
infected wood to come into Canada and be unloaded. The govern-
ment has done nothing to stop that.

Either we have to start requiring phytosanitary inspected wood
to be built into the pallets themselves—

The Speaker: Order, please. We will now proceed to oral
questions.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[English]
HUMAN RESOURCESDEVELOPMENT

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, the HRD minister was not the only one in
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cabinet to get a slap from the Liberals on the human resources
committee. The committee report urges the government to carve
up HRDC just four years after the Prime Minister created it. Listen
to what the Minister of Foreign Affairs said about the amalgam-
ation at that time: *‘| am really talking about getting the best use of
taxpayers money’”. The billion dollar bungle kind of puts that
claim into a fresh light, does it not?

When the minister talked about the best use of taxpayers
money, did he really mean the best use for the Liberal Party?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resour ces Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the member
opposite is referring to the report of the Standing Committee on
Human Resources Development. That report was tabled only
yesterday. The government is examining it. The minister wants to
thank the members of that committee for their work. The govern-
ment will respond to al the recommendations in due course.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, in due course. It was just four years ago that
the government folded parts of five departments into one human
resources development superministry. The Liberals committee
report slams that decision and therefore slams the minister’s track
record.

Billions of dollars have been spent on half-baked Liberal job
creation schemes. Friends of the Prime Minister and other promi-
nent Liberals have been the main beneficiaries.

Is splitting HRDC into several pieces not just another hare-
brained scheme to create jobs for cabinet ministers?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we have to
forgive the member opposite. He has never attended a meeting of
the HRDC committee and his question shows his lack of informa-
tion.

The department was put in place in 1993. According to my
arithmetic, that is not four years ago. Therest of hisquestion isalso
based on faulty premises. Perhaps before he represents his party as
the first questioner, he should make sure his facts are correct.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, just for the record, it was under Bill C-96 in
1996 that this superministry was created.

It would not matter how many pieces human resources is split
into, the central problem is political interference. The minister
bungled a billion dollars of taxpayers money because her main
concern was pleasing Liberals and friends of Liberals. No wonder.
She learned well from the Prime Minister. Her program has never
been about creating jobs. It was aways about buying support.

Oral Questions

How would the creation of even more political ministers lessen
political interference?

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the mem-
ber opposite is forgetting the multitude of roles that HRDC fulfils.
He is forgetting about all the recipients of old age security,
employment insurance and al the statutory programs that come
under that particular ministry. In so doing he is insulting the
recipients, and al the workers of HRDC who are to be commended
for their hard work in going through this barrage of criticism based
on personalities that is the hallmark of the party opposite.

TREASURY BOARD

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the president of the
treasury board announced a revision of the guidelines with respect
to grants and contributions. The minister displayed an extraordi-
nary talent for impromptu comedy when she said, * The revised
policy for grants and contributions is part of the government’s
ongoing commitment to spend Canadians money wisely and
judiciously”. Yeah, right. They never respected the guidelines
before. Why should we believe that they will respect them now?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member ought to know that in fact this study was put into
place a number of years ago as part of the ongoing guarantee that
money would be spent wisely. In fact the study itself is very deep
and profound. It is one that is going to affect the way in which this
government operates.

® (1120)

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, yesterday we told the minister
about a memo written by her own treasury board officias that
talked about the need to whitewash future internal audits and
minimize the PR damage that they could do to the government.

Now that the minister has had a chance to review that memo, |
would like to ask her, or her replacement, why are her officials so
concerned about damage control rather than spending control?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
can assure you that the officials in the minister’s department, in
fact in al government departments, are concerned about good
governance. They are concerned about controlling spending. The
best example | can giveisthat government spending today is some
$4 billion lower than it was when we took office in 1993.
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[Translation]

CANADA INFORMATION OFFICE

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres—L es-Patriotes, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the real purpose of the Canada Information Office seems
increasingly nebulous.

First, we were informed that the CIO’s role was to inform
Canadians on what the government does for them. Then we were
told that the CIO's mission was to respond to misinformation
propagated by the separatists. Finally, yesterday, the Deputy Prime
Minister told us that the CIO’s purpose was to “build Canadian
unity”’ .

If the CIO exists to inform Canadians, what is the purpose of the
1-800-O-Canadaline? If it isto head off separatist misinformation,
what is the purpose of the Privy Council? And if the CIO’s mission
is in fact to build Canadian unity, what is the purpose of the
Council for Canadian Unity?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the purpose of the 1-800-O-
Canada line is to enable al Canadians across the country to get
information and services from the Government of Canada by
simply dialling that number. Their calls are handled by a person,
not a machine.

The CIO's role is to co-ordinate the communications of the
government, of every department, so that Canadians know what we
do. The CIO is there to ascertain what their needs are and to meet
them.

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres—L es-Patriotes, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, it is easier to get answers when we provide them to the
government. | will proceed in the same fashion with my supple-
mentary.

The Canada Information Office awarded a contract without
tender to Compex Cons. to provide an overview of the provincial
laws on public consultation on constitutional amendments.

Can the minister tell us if the CIO awards this type of contract
without tender: (), to inform Canadians; (b), to counter separatist
misinformation; (c), to build Canadian unity; (d), for al of these
reasons; or, (e), for none of the above?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first, as | have been
repeating over the last few days, the CIO awards contracts in
compliance with treasury board rules.

Second, the CIO can ask companies to do an analysis of the
various hills of a provincia government to provide advice to the
departments involved.

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in the mind
of this government, the problem of Canadian unity seems to exist
only in Quebec.

| would like to ask the public works minister a question. When
the CIO awards a contract to Jacques Cloutier to ** assess the impact
of pilot projects on regional communications pooling in Abitibi
and in Quebec since 1998” and when another contract is awarded
for communications at Val d' Or, is the purpose not more to inform
the government than to inform the public?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in order to inform the public, there must also be
aknowledge of what the various communities are doing so asto be
able to meet their needs. That is what has been happening recently
with the ministers' tour.

| would like to quote an editorial from Le Soleil of Friday
September 24, 1999 ““ The beginnings of this new era of co-opera-
tion are promising and are creating a positive atmosphere in the
Quebec City region that is most welcome'.

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the ClO has
spent $1.5 million on media surveillance.

As we have seen with Human Resources Development Canada,
this government suffers from information-gathering syndrome, a
malady that has now spread to the CIO.

® (1125)

Does the minister realize that, after first having Big Brother at
HRDC, now we have its evil twin at the CIO?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to point out to
the hon. member that there is no media surveillance going on; what
we are doing is monitoring the media, analysing press coverage.

Moreover, the Bloc Quebecois is doing the same thing every
day; all parties do. That is what we are doing. There is no
surveillance; it is media analysis and a press review to be used by
various ministers responsible for the departments requesting it.

[English]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
every year thousands of tonnes of contaminated soil from more
than 20 countries, including the United States, are being buried in
Canada in towns like Trois-Riviéres and Sarnia. The federa
government authorizes the importation of waste without knowing
what is going to happen to it when it gets here.
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Will the government modify its regulations to ensure that
Canada does not become the toxic waste dump of the world?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | very much appreciate the member’s question. The
government did move to limit the importation of toxic waste. This
was a decision that was subsequently overturned on a lega
argument.

| can tell the hon. member that the Minister of the Environment
IS going to meeting with his counterparts next week in Quebec City.
Thisis one of the issues that they obviously have on their agenda.

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
am glad it is on the agenda because we are talking here of 600,000
tonnes of foreign contaminated soil per year. Even Mexico has
harsher rules than we do.

Will the government act now, or will the minister indicate to us
what position the Minister of the Environment will take to ensure
that the Government of Canada knows what is coming in, what
form it is taking and where it is going?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, one of the results of the passage of CEPA is that the
Minister of the Environment is reviewing all his options precisely
in light of the concerns expressed by a number of parties.

CANADIANBROADCASTING CORPORATION

Mr. Norman Doyle (St. John's East, PC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Canadian Heritage.

CBC management recently announced that all regional supper
hour news programs will be cut to one-haf hour in length. The
supper hour news program in Newfoundland called Here and Now
is essentially the most successful in the country. It has a market
share of 64% and a viewing audience of 157,000. How can the
minister justify gutting that program and cutting the budget by 40%
down to $1.8 million?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member for his question. It gives me
an opportunity to thank hon. members on al sides of the House
who expressed concerns to the board and the management of the
CBC and caused them to overturn a decision which would have
been disastrous. However, | do find it passing strange that the
question comes from the hon. member whose party had a position
in the last election of getting rid of Here and Now.

Mr. Norman Doyle (St. John's East, PC): Mr. Speaker, the
minister knows that is not true. | am not looking for her thanks, |
am looking for her action.

Some hon. members; Oh, oh.

Oral Questions

The Speaker: Order, please. | would ask the hon. member to
please stay away from words such as ‘‘not true”.

Mr. Norman Doyle: Mr. Speaker, we are looking for the
minister’s action on this, not her thanks.

Here and Now has a 64% market share and 157,000 viewers.
This contrasts sharply with the Toronto equivalent which com-
mands a mere 2% of the market and a paltry 36,000 viewersin that
large city. | can understand that the CBC might have to tighten up
in markets where its programs are not widely popular, but how can
the minister justify throwing out our baby with Toronto’s bath
water?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the reference to relatives gives me an opportunity to
say how much my mother-in-law, Stella Thorne, enjoys Here and
Now. She watches it every night and | hope she hasn't changed so
she can watch me saying hi to my mother-in-law tonight on Here
and Now.

That being said, | do hope that some of the modernizations that
are going to be brought forward by the CBC will include increased
investments in regiona productions in a number of areas. | very
much hope that the music and culture of Newfoundland and
L abrador—something that the former leader of the PQ thinks does
not exist—get a chance to be seen across the country.

* % *
® (1130)

HEALTH

Mr. John Reynolds (West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast, Ca-
nadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, the heartburn drug Propulsid,
whichislinked to the causing of the death of at least 10 Canadians,
has been restricted for use in the United States. Since mid-May
Health Canada has had 158 reports of adverse reactions to the drug,
including the death of children.

Given the drug’s history and the mortal nature of it, why would
the Minister of Health allow pharmacies until August 7 to continue
to sell the drug in Canada? Does he want to allow drug manufactur-
ers to use up their old stock?

[Tranglation]

Mr. Yvon Charbonneau (Parliamentary Secretary to Minis-
ter of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this matter has been studied by
Health Canada, which recommended that the drug be taken off the
shelves effective August 8.

Health Canada also took into account the fact that many patients
are using the drug safely and it is recommending that they consult
their health care professional to determine if they should switch to
an aternative or if they can continue to use this drug. A warning
will beissued on August 8, however, and the drug will no longer be
sold.
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[English]

Mr. John Reynolds (West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast, Ca-
nadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, yes, some people use it safely but
10 people have died. There are 158 reports since the middle of
May of severe problems. It is not good enough to wait until August
7. Some of these people may die.

In any other case the government would take action. Why will
the minister not take immediate action? If it is not to protect the
manufacturers with the inventories, why? Why would we allow the
potential of more deaths between now and August 7? Canadians
want to know that. It does not make any sense at all.

[Translation]

Mr. Yvon Charbonneau (Parliamentary Secretary to Minis-
ter of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, by May 30, al hedth care
professionals were advised of the possible risk associated with
using this drug. They were told that the drug would no longer be
sold effective August 8. On May 31, the public was notified as
well.

It is now up to patients, with their health care professionals, to
make the final decisions, but they are being asked to do so by
August 8.

HUMAN RESOURCESDEVELOPMENT

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon (Québec, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
scandal at HRDC is not going away.

The Liberal government continues to turn a blind eye to the
twelve or so RCMP investigations. In order to come to the
minister’s rescue, the Liberal mgjority on the Standing Committee
on Human Resources Development and the Status of Persons with
Disabilities wants to dismantle the department without getting to
the bottom of the shocking use of public money for partisan
purposes.

In the end, is the government not trying to bury the whole affair?
[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we have
said al aong that if there is evidence of wrongdoing we will refer
such files to the RCMP, and we have done so.

What they are investigating and what results they will have are
in their purview at the moment and not appropriate for us to
comment on.

[Translation]

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon (Québec, BQ): The federa Liberal
government is mired in the biggest scandal to hit it in along time.

By deciding to dismantle the department without holding a
public inquiry that would get to the bottom of the scandal, is the
government trying to cover its tracks and evade its responsibility?

[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, when a
committee submits a final report on a study it has done, the
government per se has not decided anything, has not chosen
anything. It is simply that the committee has made a series of
recommendations to which the government will respond within the
150 days prescribed in the rules.

CORRECTIONAL SERVICE CANADA

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, according to Statistics Canada there has been
a decrease in the inmate population. Yet the cost per inmate has
increased, believe it or not, to $171 per day.

Obviously Correctional Service Canada is either pampering its
inmates or its executives. Could the solicitor general please explain
this outrageous waste of taxpayer dollars?

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Solicitor General of Canada,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank my hon. colleague for his question
because it gives me the opportunity to indicate exactly the excel-
lent work that Correctional Service Canada is doing.

From the 1980s until today there has been a 15% to 20%
decrease in the recidivism rate. That iswhat the government wants.
That is what Canadians want.

® (1135)

Mr. Chuck Cadman (Surrey North, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, we al know about the corrections commissioner’s goal to
have 50% of federal offenders out in the community under
supervision.

We must assume that the costs to which my colleague referred
were rising during the implementation of that plan. Will the
solicitor general please assure Canadians that prison costs will not
continue to rise as the system approaches that 50% goal?

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Solicitor General of Canada,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am sure my hon. colleague would never want
to mislead the House or the Canadian people. He knows very well,
as he heard the Commissioner of Correctional Service Canadaand |
indicate many times, that there is no quota

Public safety is always the number one issue. When we have a
15% to 20% decrease in recidivism it is important for Canadians.
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[Translation]

GASOLINE PRICING

Mr. Pierre Brien (Témiscamingue, BQ): Mr. Speaker, drivers
were stupefied by the ten cent increase in the price of a litre of
gasoline at the pump in a single day this week.

The news of it did not perturb the federal government, which
remains totaly indifferent.

| ask the Minister of Financeif he could tell uswhat heintendsto
do to respond to consumer concerns about these dizzying increases
in the price of gasoline?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
thisisexactly why the Minister of Industry called for astudy on the
entire question, and we are anxiously awaiting the results of it.

Mr. Pierre Brien (Témiscamingue, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
study is expected in January 2001, it should be noted.

Is the federal government going to continue to close its eyes
much longer on the dubious practices of the oil industry, when,
according to the Canadian Petroleum Products Institute itself, the
refineries are taking advantage of the nervousness in the oil market
to raise their refining margin?

When is the government going to assume its responsibilities and
act in this matter?

[English]

Mr. John Cannis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the government has taken action. It
was this Liberal team that came together, 47 members, and
commenced the procedure for where we are today on an ongoing
basis. We were responsible and will continue to be responsible. If
they would only participate we would advance it even further.

CANADIANSECURITY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Lakeland, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, CSIS, the U.S. State Department and a counterterrorism
organization in Isragl have identified FACT as afront for the Tamil
tigers. The immigration department is using this information to try
to deport this group’s former co-ordinator, alleging that he was sent
to Toronto to raise money for weapons for this terrorist organiza-
tion.

Isthisnot an admission that FACT isindeed afront for aterrorist
organization? Could the minister please relay this information to
her colleague in finance?

Oral Questions

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Solicitor General of Canada,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is important to note that CSIS does not
provide alist of terrorist organizationsand it does not provide alist
of people or organizations that it is targetting.

AIRLINE INDUSTRY

Mr. Gary Lunn (Saanich—Gulf Islands, Canadian Alliance):
Mr. Speaker, the merger of Canada’'s two major airlines is causing
the tourism industry in Victoria to crash. Hotel occupancy is down
to 54%. There will be 18% fewer seats in the month of August and
the cost will be higher.

The mayor of Victoria, Allan Lowe, is in Ottawa this week
looking for answers. Air Canada promised the passengers that they
would be the winners as aresult of this merger. Clearly they are the
losers. Why has the government not acted to make Air Canadalive
up to its promises?

Hon. George S. Baker (Minister of Veterans Affairs and
Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency),
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am sure the House realizes that the Commis-
sioner of the Competition Bureau and the Minister of Transport are
keeping avery close eye on this situation. | understand the minister
has a meeting today with his assistant.

[Translation]

BANKING

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the
secretary of state for finance indicated that the future of Quebec's
banksisin the hands of the federal Minister of Finance, and that he
would take the interests of Quebecers into consideration.

Why has the minister decided, with his hill, to give immediate
protection to the Canadian banks while offering the banks of
Quebec up to foreign control? What is the hidden agenda here?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member’s question is utterly ridiculous.

What the banks were calling for is more flexibility, more leeway
for forging aliances. This is something they have been asking for,
and we have provided it to the tune of 20% as far as the major
banks are concerned. Quebec banks, the smaller ones, have been
asking for more flexibility, more leeway for expansion.

When our document is released, it will show our readiness to
allow more expansion possibilities to the smaller banks.
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Mrs. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul’s, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, the Minister for International Cooperation announced that the
government will spend $120 million on developing countries over
a three-year period.

Could the parliamentary secretary tell us more about this
announcement?

Mr. Eugene Bellemare (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
for International Cooperation, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, anong other
things, CIDA will use this new funding to contribute $5 million to
the international AIDS vaccine initiative, $3.8 million to UNICEF
for research on anti-HIV drugs, and $13 million over five years for
AIDS education and prevention programs in Malawi.

[English]

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, Canada is hosting thousands of visiting
airmen in Exercise Maple Flag at Canadian Forces Base Cold Lake.
Reports indicate that our participating CF-18 aircraft are obsolete
and do not meet the technological standards of other nations
participating. The Hornet's cockpit technology is 20 years out of
date.

Will the minister explain to Canadians why after seven years of
promises the Liberal government is unable to provide Canadian
forces with the modern equipment that they so desperately need?

[Translation]

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | do not agree at all with
what the member just said.

He, in particular, must be aware that we have invested heavily in
updating the CF-18 computers. We have invested in a number of
other assets for the Canadian forces, including new search and
rescue helicopters, and | could go on. There are many others.

[English]

ATLANTIC CANADA OPPORTUNITIESAGENCY

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, the minister responsible for ACOA defends his agency’s
wasteful spending on golf courses as joint projects with provincia
and municipal governments.

However the federal portion of the funding for the Gander golf
course was 80%, or $1 million, and it was a non-repayable

contribution. The province's portion was only 8% and this money
was lent to the golf course. It appears there was no money from the
municipality.

If the funding was truly one-third from each level of government
as the minister told the House, will he table the documents that
would prove it?

Hon. George S. Baker (Minister of Veterans Affairs and
Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency),
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is till in the rough. One
cannot go into any ACOA office and ask for agrant to build a golf
course. They will say no. If one goes in and asks for a loan, they
will say no because it does not exist.

However, this was a co-operation agreement between govern-
ments. ACOA did not fund it. It was a co-operation agreement.

* * %

DEVCO

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Brasd' Or—Cape Breton, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the Devco arbitrator announced his decision today. The
arbitrator slammed the government’s plan to provide no real
support for Devco miners, something we in the NDP caucus have
been telling the government for 18 months. Now the arbitrator has
forced the government to recognize that its package was wrong.

Will the government now admit that its package was an insult to
Cape Bretoners, and will it commit to act on the arbitrator’'s
decision immediately?

Mr. Brent St. Denis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we are pleased that the
arbitrator issued his report. The member knows that Devco has just
received the report and will review it carefully so that it fully
understands the implications.

It isareport that is binding. We accept and Devco accepts that it
is binding. We look forward to its implementation in due course.

* Kk %

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it has
been eight years since the Westray mine disaster and it has been
three years since the Westray inquiry directed parliament to amend
the Criminal Code of Canada to make it a crime if workers are
killed by gross negligence or a wilful blindness to workplace
safety. Earlier thisyear parliament passed a motion to that effect by
an overwhelming majority.

® (1145)

Will the Minister of Justicetell Canadians that she will act in this
session of parliament to implement the recommendations of the
Westray inquiry?
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Hon. Anne McLdlan (Minister of Justice and Attorney
General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | respect the hon.
member’s very deep concern in relation to the Westray incident
and the corporate and directors liability.

| want to inform the hon. member and the House that it is my
understanding that next week the Standing Committee on Justice
and Human Rights will take up the question of recommendation 73
which emanated from the Westray report. | look forward to hearing
what the justice and human rights committee has to say in relation
to that recommendation. | will take its views under very careful
advisement.

FISHERIES

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans recently announced a 300%
increase in the crab quota in eastern Nova Scotia.

Knowing that the crab population fluctuates wildly, how can the
minister justify thisincrease? It certainly looks like little more than
election strategy to me.

Mr. Lawrence D. O'Brien (Parliamentary Secretary to Min-
ister of Fisheries and Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as the hon.
member knows, the crab fishery in Atlantic Canada is a case of
peaks and valleys. In this particular case, we are very fortunate that
we have a peak. As aresult, there has been a mgjor increase in the
quota. We are very pleased with it.

As he has pointed out, this year the fishersin that particular area
will see a$43 million fishery. That isan increase of $30 million. As
the fishery moves along from one year to the next things may
change, but we are very pleased to have come up with this format.
It is a good one.

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, could he
tell us what the potentia cost will be of that $30 million?
Increasing the crab quota by 300% will entice more fishermen to
gear up, to increase their efforts and to put more boats on the water.

Can the minister tell us what will happen to those fishers next
year if the crab quotais significantly reduced? Would the minister
not have been wiser to err on the side of caution?

Mr. Lawrence D. O'Brien (Parliamentary Secretary to Min-
ister of Fisheries and Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the answer is
quite simple. The paramount issue with DFO is conservation. We
look at it from a scientific point of view and make changes
accordingly. We made a positive change this time. If the stocks
show a significant difference in biomass another year, it will be
reflected under the conservation rules, as it appliesto all fisheries.

Oral Questions
HOMELESSNESS

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, some time
ago the Minister of Labour responsible for homel essness delivered
a statement on behalf of the government committing $753 million
to fight homelessness. Can she give us an update today in terms of
what has happened on that file?

Mrs. Judi Longfield (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Labour, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to inform the House that
earlier today the Minister of Labour, the federal co-ordinator on
homelessness, announced specific allocations for the supporting
communities partnerships initiatives fund. Almost $305 million
has been alocated to communities across the country so that our
community partners can develop their own specific plans to make
certain that everybody has a bed to sleep in.

I know the member for Ottawa Centre would be particularly
pleased to know that $17 million has been alocated to the
Ottawa-Carleton area.

THE DEBT

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Idand, Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker,
since this government took office in 1993 it has added about $80
billion to our federal debt. To pay off that $580 hillion mortgage
would require payments of about $50 billion a year for 25 years.
That is $3,300 from every taxpayer in the country every year and
until the Minister of Finance is 85 years old.

When will the government finally give Canadians atangible and
workable debt reduction plan?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we are one of the very few government’s that is reducing its debt.
The debt to GDP ratio was 71% when we took office. It is now
61%. That is the strongest drop in the debt to GDP ratio of any
industrial country. Infour yearsit will be down to below 58% and it
will keep going down. We are the only G-7 country that can say
that.

® (1150)

[Translation]

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Mercier, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in Janu-
ary, the Minister of Foreign Affairs said, in his speech to the
security council on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, that the
time had come for the international community to assume its
responsibility through a UN operation.

Will the minister act on his words and say yes to Etienne
Tshisekedi, the prominent leader of the Congolese opposition, who
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came to Ottawathis week to plead for rapid intervention by the UN
in the Congo?

[English]

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lib.):
More specifically, Mr. Speaker, | met with the secretary general of
the United Nations yesterday where we talked about the various
options for Canadian peacekeeping. In this case he explained that
inthe Congo right now they do have offersfor afull complement of
peacekeeping troops at this particular time.

Therefore, rather than listening to the leader of the opposition, |
am going directly to the source, to the person who makes the
decision, the secretary genera of the United Nations.

* k% *
[Translation]

GASOLINE PRICING

Mr. Yvon Godin (Acadie—Bathurst, NDP): Mr. Speaker, as
we al know, the price of gas is going up every week. Every
morning, the big oil companies phone each other and talk to each
other, as evidenced by the prices on the market.

As oil and gas come under provincia jurisdiction, could the
Minister of Industry contact his provincial counterparts and come
to an agreement to put a stop to these ridiculous prices?

Canadians are fed up with this situation. Will the Minister of
Industry show leadership for the benefit of Canadians regarding
this issue?

[English]

Mr. John Cannis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am glad the member clearly
pointed out whose responsibility it isin terms of pricing, that being
provincial. He can speak to his premier.

This minister and this government has taken on that responsibil-
ity. The Conference Board of Canada is undertaking a very
extensive study as a result of the 47 Libera members who
spearheaded this effort to bring this file where it is today.

* Kk %

CHST

Mr. Loyola Hearn (St. John's West, PC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Finance.

Since the government came into power in 1993 the CHST
funding formula has been based on per capita rather than need.

When will the minister readjust the formula to take into account
those provinces with a declining population? This applies especial-

ly to Newfoundland and Labrador where we have a rapidly
declining yet aging population. We have lost $750 million over the
last five years in transfer payments. Where is the just society?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
know that | speak for all of us on this side of the House when |
congratulate the member on his first question here in the House of
Commons.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Hon. Paul Martin: Mr. Speaker, may | say that it is a good
question and | hope he will continue in that vein.

On health care and education, a per capita basis is the historic
way in which those transfers have aways been made to the
provinces. The compensation, as the hon. member will know, is
made through the equalization program, a program that when this
government was forced to make cuts did not cut in any way, shape
or form. In fact next year it will be at an al time high.

* Kk %

CANADIAN CULTURE

Mr. John Harvard (Charleswood St. James—Assiniboia,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have a question for the Minister of Canadian
Heritage.

Yesterday a former premier of the province of Quebec said that
Canadian culture is ‘“an invention but not a credible invention™.

| am wondering whether the minister would care to comment on
a cultural that allegedly does not exist.

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | am happy to receive the question from the hon.
member for Charleswood St. James—Assiniboia. We can take one
example, the centre of Canada, Winnipeg.

In Winnipeg alone we have heard of Carol Shields, Henri
Bergeron, I'héte des Beaux Dimanches, the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra, the Winnipeg Ballet, the French festival.

[Translation]

There is aso the Festival des Voyageurs, not to mention the
Cercle Moliére.

[English]

What | think isimportant to Mr. Parizeau is that he should either
take his blinkers off or he should stick to boiling lobsters.

* % *
® (1155)

ACOA

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, it seems that the Conservative provincial government in
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New Brunswick is dragging its feet over approving projects under
the federal provincia agreement managed by ACOA. It seems that
government actually wants to do an assessment of those programs
before it writes the cheque. This has upset the federal Liberal MPs
in the area because they know an election could be called shortly,
before they can hand over the cheque and have their photo-op.

Will the minister responsible for ACOA call upon his Atlantic
caucusto stop this blatant political interferenceinto provincial-fed-
eral projects approved by ACOA?

Hon. George S. Baker (Minister of Veterans Affairs and
Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency),
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | now think he is stuck on the 19th hole. The
information is not correct. It is like the last allegation made by the
hon. member’'s party claiming that Salter Street Films, which
produces This Hour Has 22 Minutes, received a grant.

On behalf of Marg Delahunty, | want to point out that was not a
grant. It wasaloan and it isbeing repaid in full. Without ThisHour
Has 22 Minutes we would lose the opportunity of seeing the leader
of the hon. member’'s party and the leader of the NDP in bed
together.

[Translation]

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Ghidain Fournier (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
there has been so much scanda linked to people in the Prime
Minister’s riding who are close to him—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

The Speaker: Order, please. The hon. member may begin his
question again.

Mr. Ghidlain Fournier: Mr. Speaker, there has been so much
scandal linked to people in the Prime Minister’s riding who are
close to him that the government is penalizing the public by no
longer daring to fund projects which do comply with the rules. For
instance, this is the case with a project in the riding of Saint-Mau-
rice, the Cité de I’ énergie.

My question is for the minister responsible for regional develop-
ment. Can he tell us whether he intends to confirm the promises he
has made to the directors of Cité de I'énergie for $800,000 in
assistance?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
yes the Canadian government is certainly interested in any project
which might benefit Quebec. | can say that discussions are under
way and that this matter is under consideration.

Oral Questions
[English]

CANADIANBROADCASTING CORPORATION

Ms. Wendy Lill (Dartmouth, NDP): Mr. Speaker, we now
know what the Liberal CBC plan really means to local communi-
ties.

The new 30 minutes of national news will be dlick, well
resourced and commercia free, but local news has until next week
to cut millions of dollars and hundreds of staff so that they can fit
into a 24 minute format with many commercials. Toronto wins

again.

Will the government admit that the local news shows are only
being kept on life support until after the election, at which time
they will be shut down entirely?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, on the contrary. | think that what came about as a
result of the president of the CBC listening to the entreaties of a
number of members of parliament, including members of the
opposition and the government, was that we have made a decision
by way of the board of directors and the president to reinvest and to
strengthen regional programming across the country.

Regional programming should include not only the news but also
arts, culture and sport. One of the mandates of the CBC, which | am
very happy that Mr. Rabinovitch said he was going to explore, was
the operation of regional cultural production centres across the
country. Not al productions should be done in Toronto, and | think
that was the gist of his message.

FISHERIES

Mr. Loyola Hearn (St. John's West, PC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans.

In 1992 we saw the complete collapse of groundfish stocks in
Atlantic Canada, in particular in Newfoundland. The main cause of
this was a lack of scientific knowledge about stocks.

We now see the same signs occurring in the shellfish stocks.
When will the government take this problem seriously and put
adequate funding into the scientific research branch of DFO so that
decisions can be made on scientific knowledge, not guesswork?

® (1200)

Hon. George S. Baker (Minister of Veterans Affairs and
Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency),
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the collapse of the stock in Newfoundland and
Labrador in 1992 was caused by the Tory government’s policiesin
Ottawa that allowed foreign nations to come in and to rake the
bottom of the ocean, destroy the food chain of the cod, and remove
all other species that were attached to the ground.
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That is the rea truth. In other words, the rea cause for the
collapse was the hon. member’s party, the Tory government.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8) | have the honour to table, in both
official languages, the government’s response to 12 petitions.

* * %

ORDER IN COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to table, in both official languages, a number of order in
council appointments made recently by the government.

Pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order 110(1), these order
in council appointments are deemed referred to the appropriate
standing committees, a list of which is attached.

* k% *
[Translation]

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 32(2) | have the honour to
table, in both official languages, the 1999-2000 annual report of the
Chief of Defence Staff entitled ““Building on a Stronger Founda-
tion”.

COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY ESTABLISHMENT

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, it is also my privilege to table, in both officia
languages, the annual report of the Commissioner of the Commu-
nications Security Establishment.

[English]

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION

Mrs. Judi Longfield (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Labour, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the International Labour Organization
requires its member states to introduce the new ILO conventions
and recommendations to competent authorities.

| am pleased to submit two copies, in both officials languages, of
the Canadian position with respect to the conventions and recom-
mendations adopted at the international labour conference in
Geneva in June 1997 and June 1998.

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

FINANCE

Mr. Maurizio Bevilacqua (Vaughan—King—Aurora, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | have the honour to present, in both official lan-
guages, the seventh report of the Standing Committee on Finance
regarding its order of reference of Tuesday, May 16, 2000,
respecting Bill C-25, an act to amend the Income Tax Act, the
Excise Tax Act and the Budget Implementation Act, 1999.

The committee has considered Bill C-25 and reports the bill with
amendments.

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-480, an act to amend the Criminal Code.

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill deals with legalizing prostitution.
It would allow amunicipality that wishesto legalize prostitution to
do so. In fact it would allow a municipality to license establish-
ments as places of business where prostitutes may legally perform
their trade.

® (1205)

Prostitution per se is not illegal but communication for the
purpose of prostitution isillegal. This amendment to the criminal
code would make it easier for municipalities that wish to legalize
prostitution to do so.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

INCOME TAX ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-481, an act to amend the Income Tax Act (tax
credit for mental or physical impairment).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill would make it easier for those
who take care of an individual with either a physical or mental
impairment. It would create a provision within the Income Tax Act
for a portion of the remuneration paid by the taxpayer to another
person who is performing those activities to be a deductible
amount.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)
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OlL AND GASOMBUDSMAN ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-482, an act to establish the office of Oil and Gas
Ombudsman to investigate complaints relating to the business
practices of suppliers of oil or gas.

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill is the result of alot of frustration
across the land when it comes to gasoline prices. Consumers across
Canada are feeling helpless.

The bill would create an independent body whereby an ombuds-
man would be put in place with the authority to investigate and
look into allegations of price fixing or wrongdoing within the
industry. It would have awide ranging mandate and would report to
parliament on aregular basis aswell as to the Competition Bureau.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

INCOME TAX ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-483, an act to amend the Income Tax Act, the
Members of Parliament Retiring Allowances Act, the Public
Service Superannuation Act and the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Superannuation Act (dependent beneficiaries).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this is a fairness bill dealing with people
who have passed away that worked for the government or in the
private sector. If they do not have a spouse, their pension would in
this situation go to an individual who is dependent on them.

Inalogical sensethisisafairness bill whereby if people do not
have a spouse or a child, they would be able to identify one
dependent person to be their beneficiary. It applies to both the
private and public sector.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

STATISTICSACT

Mr. Murray Calder (Dufferin—Peel—Wellington—Grey,
Lib.) moved for leave to introduce Bill C-484, an act to amend the
Statistics Act and the National Archives of Canada Act (census
records).

He said: Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member for Perth—Midd-
lesex for his support in seconding my bill. | am pleased to
introduce a bill to alow the public release of post-1901 census
records.

The intent of the bill is to amend the Statistics Act and the
National Archives of Canada Act to allow for the transfer of

Routine Proceedings

census records from Statistics Canada to the National Archives of
Canadawhere the records would be released to the public subject to
the Privacy Act.

The bill is a reasonable compromise. Canadians would have an
opportunity to review the census returns 92 years after the census
was taken, providing an individual does not provide a written
objection to the release of his or her records within that timeframe.

The hill finds a balance which ensures confidentiaity while it
maintains access for geneal ogists, historians and medical research-
ers.

® (1210)

The census returns are a valuable link to our family heritage,
community history and telling about Canada’s collective past and
present. | join with genealogists worldwide in saying that the only
true picture of the lives of our ancestors lies within Canada's
census records. | hope hon. members will support it.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

PETITIONS
CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

Mr. John Reynolds (West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast, Ca-
nadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, it is pleasure today to present
another petition with regard to the legalization of the possession of
child pornography in British Columbia by a lower court decision.

This petition adds to the hundreds of thousands that we presented
in the House over the last few months on the same issue. Another
approximately 400 names have come in and been approved, and it
is my pleasure today to table them in the House.

TAXATION

Mr. Maurizio Bevilacqua (Vaughan—King—Aurora, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | have a number of petitions to present. The first one
calls upon parliament to announce a timetable for the elimination
of the 5% surtax.

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Maurizio Bevilacqua (Vaughan—King—Aurora, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the next petition calls upon parliament to ensure that
Canada's debt to GDP ratio remains on a permanent downward
track.

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Maurizio Bevilacqua (Vaughan—King—Aurora, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | have another petition wherein the petitioners call
upon parliament to continue to support research and development.
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EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Maurizio Bevilacqua (Vaughan—King—Aurora, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the last and final petition calls upon parliament to
continue to reduce the employment insurance premiums.

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Lakeland, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, it is a pleasure for me to present this petition on behalf of
several of my constituents from the Cold Lake area and the
Elizabeth Metis settlement area.

The petitioners call for the decision by the lower court which
legalizes possession of child pornography to be dealt with inafirm
way through the full use of the charter of rights and freedoms,
particularly the notwithstanding clause, so that child pornography
will no longer be considered to be legal. | appreciate the petition-
ers presenting this petition to me.

[Translation]

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER
Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
move that all questions be allowed to stand.
The Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

CAPE BRETON DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
DIVESTITUREAUTHORIZATION AND DISSOLUTION
ACT

The House resumed consideration of Bill C-11, an act to
authorize the divestiture of the assets of, and to dissolve, the Cape
Breton Development Corporation, to amend the Cape Breton
Development Corporation Act and to make consequential amend-
ments to other acts, as reported (without amendment) from the
committee; and of the motions in Group No. 1.

Ms. Wendy Lill (Dartmouth, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | appreciate
the opportunity to finish my comments on Bill C-11, the federa

government’s legidlation to divest itself of the assets of the Cape
Breton Development Corporation.

In my earlier remarks | was pleased to give some of the
background of coa production in Cape Breton and the benefits
which have been accrued by al Canadians from this production.

As | said, Cape Breton has been producing coal for 300 years,
long before Ottawa bureaucrats existed to criticize the enterprise.
The coal produced in Cape Breton fired the steamers which helped
build the British Empire. They were critical components of indus-
trial expansion in the early days of Canada.

The contribution which Cape Breton coal made to our war efforts
in both wars cannot be underestimated but unfortunately are
underestimated. | would say that the entire contribution of our
Cape Breton coal industry has been underestimated by the govern-
ment.

| have heard both the Liberals and the Reformers whine about
the money pit of Cape Breton and why we require drastic legisla-
tion at this point. However | have never heard them talk about the
money saved by businesses and residents of Atlantic Canada
because of cheap Cape Breton coal being used to create electricity.
| have not heard members opposite credit Devco with making $6
billion.

® (1215)

| would like to talk a bit about that. Bill C-11, as it is currently
constructed, | believe would create a money pit in Cape Breton.
The bill could see 6,000 jobs lost in relatively small communities,
15,000 direct layoffs, with up to three times that many lost due to
downward spinoffs. The impact would be astounding. Along with
what | have already mentioned, we would see the loss of roughly
$79 million per year in wages and salaries. It would also mean the
loss to Ottawa of roughly $28 million a year in Canada pension
plan, employment insurance and income tax contributions. It
would also mean atotal estimated annual economic loss, direct and
indirect, of as high as $300 million for this region.

| firmly believe that economically destroying a community is
really what creates a money pit, not working to preserve it. It not
only fails to make economic sense, it fails to make mora sense.

There used to be an understanding that part of the public
responsibility of government was to help Canadians and not just
guard corporate rights in an unfettered marketplace, but not any
more. There used to be an appreciation and a respect for the
importance of certain national institutions in this country, but
obviously not any more.

Today | learned that the reprieve of local news shows at the CBC,
which is another sock from the Liberals to Cape Bretoners and
maritimers, and which | have already called a sham to get the
government through the next election, is not even what the
government has taken credit for. The national programs will get
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millions to produce slick, commercial free, 30 minute national
news programs. They will have the time to develop the ideas and
they will receive the resources to do it right, an approach which
local shows should obviously receive as well. However, due to the
Liberals' brokerage compromise, the local shows have scant days
to come up with millionsin cutsin the local show cities, including
Fredericton, Charlottetown, Halifax and St. John's, so that they
can throw together a 24 minute broadcast with 6 minutes of
commercials to reflect these communities to themselves.

Like Devco, the focus is on cutting a national institution which
supports the regions. This is the Liberals approach to Atlantic
Canada: more for the centre and, quite frankly, screw the regions.

It is time to revisit this government’s minimum wage commit-
ment to this beautiful people and this beautiful island. | join with
my colleagues in the NDP to demand revisions to Bill C-11 to
respect the needs and the contributions of the people of Cape
Breton.

TheSpeaker: | am sure my colleagues will all be very judicious
in their choice of words in this debate.

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver Isand North, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the opportunity to speak to the
Devco hill.

| believe there are many elements of the government that have a
bias against the Canadian coal industry. That is avery unfortunate
circumstance. It derives, to a fair degree, from an image problem.
There is a conceptual thought in many people's minds that some-
how coal is dirty and that coal and greenhouse gas emissions are
related. That is a very unfortunate circumstance for this important
resource.

| want to tak about the development of the hill from a
parliamentary standpoint. | met with department officials last year
to receive abriefing on the bill, and | am not satisfied with the way
the system works. | realize that we are talking about Group No. 1
amendments, but one of the amendments today virtually mirrors an
amendment | made at committee. Therefore, it is a good amend-
ment. | thought that amendment would come from the government.
| refer to Motion No. 3, which is one of the amendments in Group
No. 1.

® (1220)

The reason | believed that was because | thought we had
somewhat of a meeting of the minds when department officials and
people like myself, who had political considerations, met for early
discussions on the bill before it went to second reading. | had the
belief that an amendment would be forthcoming from the govern-
ment.

That never happened. Nothing changed and there was no bureau-
cratic follow-up.

Government Orders

| see this as something that is structurally wrong. When there
appears to be a legitimate opposition concern, particularly about
expenditure controls or the way government disposes of assets, or
about protecting taxpayer interests, we should not be put in a
position as opposition members of bureaucratic convenience,
indifference or political interference. 1 do not know what to
attribute it to. However, there is absolutely no follow-up on what
appears to be a legitimate problem.

In any case, none of that happened. | certainly was not happy
with that at committee. | am once again not happy today. What we
have isthe very same bill presented today which was presented last
fall, and there has been absolutely no entertainment by the govern-
ment to change a word in the hill.

| am sure the government is concerned about getting it through
parliament before we recess. However, it was the government
which decided it did not want to bring the bill forward until very
recently. It has had the legidation, as we all know, for quite along
time.

It should not have been a surprise to me to go to committee this
week to find that the opposition members from all parties were
basically redundant from the standpoint that the government would
not entertain a single change.

| tried to put myself in the shoes of a government member,
protecting whatever the interest is that they believe they are
protecting. | could not determine why the government would not
look seriously at a lot of the amendments and try to negotiate
something with the opposition. That simply is not the way this
government likes to operate. The process in many respects is very
much a sham.

That does not only apply to this bill. However, it became very
apparent to me that that was what was happening. As there will be
many people affected, as has been pointed out quite well by the
member for Bras d' Or—Cape Breton, | do not think that is the way
to do business.

The Group No. 1 amendments, | believe, are quite supportable
for the most part, and we will be supporting them. | want to talk
about Motion No. 3 because that motion reflects the motion | put at
committee.

® (1225)

In the asset divestiture process this bill will suspend the Finan-
cial Administration Act. From the government side, there is some
logic to doing that because business confidentiality must be
maintained, and if that act were fully in place that would be
impossible. We understood that concern.

We also had a major concern, in that there has been a govern-
ment divestiture of taxpayer assets. There is a track record, a
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legacy, of political favouritism, political payoffs and other things
because the proper arrangement was not in place to ensure it did not
occur. We have seen it in some of the Department of National
Defence base divestitures and that sort of thing. It isin everyone's
interest to ensure that does not happen.

The motion is a strong attempt to have oversight by the auditor
general, who is already the auditor for Devco, to ensure that the
auditor general’s report comes to parliament in a timely fashion.
That would put the political masters on notice that they could not
express thiskind of favouritism to their friends without scrutiny on
atimely basis. If the scrutiny istoo far down the road, it amountsto
non-scrutiny because too much time has elapsed.

Thisis arealy useful amendment. | hope we can convince the
government to adopt it. We could not convince it at committee. We
could not convince it at the briefings before that. Now we are at the
last stage and we have an opportunity to do it at report stage. | am
very hopeful that the government will see this as reasonable.

The government response is that this is redundant because it is
already going to happen. | do not think it is redundant. Even in the
very worst caseif it weretotally redundant, perhaps with a different
timeframe, there is enough concern from all members of the
opposition to warrant it. As a taxpayer | would want more than
government assurances.

Government members should adopt Motion No. 3 and take
another look at how they have treated the whole divestiture of
assets. They will wear it if they do not take another look.

Mr. Dick Proctor (Palliser, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | too am
pleased, but not as pleased as| would like to be about taking part in
this debate today because of the issue that is before us.

Before | get into the gist of my remarks, | would like to sincerely
congratulate the two members of parliament from Cape Breton, the
hon. member for Bras-d’ Or—Cape Breton and the hon. member for
Sydney—Victoria, who, in their remarks prior to question period,
put the case for Devco very eloquently. That deserves to be
mentioned at the outset.

| think it was the hon. member for Sydney—Victoria who aso
questioned the Prime Minister of this country trotting off to Berlin.
He may come back with a couple of broken arms from patting
himself and his government on the back so much for the compas-
sionate society we are supposed to be developing.

We must ook at what happens in the regions of our country. We
heard in question period today what is happening with regard to
toxic waste being dumped. The toxic waste that is being allowed
into Canada primarily comes from the United States. There are
tonnes and tonnes of it being dumped in the province of Quebec
and in southwestern Ontario. We look at the situation in Cape
Breton and the plight of the farmers.

® (1230)

At the same time, we have to recognize that the Liberal majority
government opposite has roughly two-thirds of its seats in one
province. We lack a national party with membership from most
regions. We know what Nova Scotians thought of the government
in the 1997 election three years ago today. They did not return one
government member to the House of Commons. | think thereis a
message in there. | hope the government members opposite are
listening.

Unlike the previous members, including the member for Dart-
mouth who spoke eloquently, | am not from that part of the world.
If | may digress for 30 seconds, | want to talk about somebody who
is from there, somebody | am privileged to call a friend.

His name is John Francis Lofty MacMillan. To picture this man,
think of the song from the 1960s ** Big Bad John™ . | think the words
went ‘‘He stood six foot six and weighed 245", That will give an
indication of Lofty MacMillan. He was a mine worker from
Judique in Cape Breton.

When | knew him we were both involved with the Canadian
Union of Public Employees. Brother MacMillan used to be con-
cerned about the timidity of the public sector as compared with the
militancy of the United Mine Workers. To inject some militancy
and some backbone in the public sector in those days, he regularly
told this story.

When the miners of Cape Breton went on strike, they would
throw their lunch pails in the air. His idea of taking a strike vote
was if the lunch pails stayed up, they went back to work; if they
came down, they went on strike. According to Lofty MacMillan
that is how they took strike votes in those days. The member for
Winnipeg North Centre is saying that works for him. | suspect that
it would. Mr. MacMillan and his colleagues were busy fighting the
mine owners. However, for a number of decades now, the govern-
ment has been involved. That aways makes life a little more
interesting.

[Translation]

Bill C-11 was introduced to authorize the divestiture of the
assets of, and to dissolve, the Cape Breton Development Corpora
tion, to amend the Cape Breton Development Corporation Act and
to make consequential amendments to other acts.

The enactment provides the necessary authority for the disposi-
tion of al or substantially al of the assets of the Cape Breton
Development Corporation, and provides for the dissolution and
winding up of the affairs of the corporation.

The purpose of the proposed legidation is to enable a private
sector operator to acquire the mining assets of the corporation so
that the federal government can exit the coal mining business in
Cape Breton and to provide for the continuation of the existing
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jurisdictional regimes for labour relations, occupational safety and
hedlth, and labour standards.

The NDP will propose that the bill be withdrawn and that the
matter be referred to committee, for three main reasons.

First, the unions representing Devco employees have taken the
corporation to court for failure to meet its obligations under the
legidlation and seek to have clause 17(4)(b) included in any new
legidation.

Second, so that the committee can ingtitute a process of full
public consultation in Cape Breton in order to develop along term
strategy for the economic development of the region in order to
offset the effects of possible privatization.

Third, the uncertainty created by the recent court decisions with
respect to first nations treaty rights and the repercussions on
mining rights must be clarified.

® (1235)
[English]

This morning there have been some developments on thehill. As
| understand it, and details are a bit uncertain at the moment, it
appears that the arbitration board has been very critical of the way
in which the government has acted heretofore. We hope that it will
look very serioudly at the arbitrators' report today and take the
necessary corrective steps.

My colleagues from Sydney—Victoria and Bras D’ Or—Cape
Breton have been saying that the amendments we are proposing
have been developed in very close consultation with the miners
themselves, with the people of that region. They know exactly what
needsto be done and the converse, what has not been done, over the
past number of years as the government took arbitrary steps
without adequate consultation with the people themselves.

We simply ask, will the government not agree with the amend-
ments that have been developed by the miners and their families
and indeed the leaders in and around Cape Breton?

Other members have talked about the fact that coal has been
mined for 300 yearsin Cape Breton and it is not because thereis no
coal left that we are in this predicament. It is rather because of a
government decision to get fine coal from other locations and
countries.

One of the concerns that we have is that the coal will now be
coming from Colombia in South America. As | think you are
aware, Mr. Speaker, and certainly our caucus members know what
has been happening for the last number of yearsin Colombia. | do
not think there is any country, certainly not in this hemisphere and
perhaps not anywhere in the world, where trade union leaders are
more endangered by loss of lifethan they arein that country. Asmy
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colleague our labour critic is saying, they are being assassinated at
an aarming rate.

We are aware of a brother from Colombia that was in this
country within the past month, who is now back there, and there
have been two attempts on his life. We have made appeals to the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, because | presume he will be at the
Organization of American States meetings this weekend in Wind-
sor, Ontario, that there be adequate pressure put to ensure that this
individual and other individuals are not subject to being assassi-
nated, murdered, because of the actions of the Colombian govern-
ment. We cannot say that strongly enough.

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, as has
been pointed out by my colleagues, the representatives from
Sydney—Victoria and Bras D’'Or—Cape Breton and now the
member for Palliser, members of our caucus, they have all made it
abundantly clear that Bill C-11 constitutes a breach of apromise. It
congtitutes a breach of trust. It constitutes an abdication of
responsibility. Even more worrisome, it indicates a shift in policy
that we find most disturbing.

The member from Halifax was indicating that somehow thereis
aprevailing attitude within the government that al things publicly
run are bad and all things privately run are good. It is some
philosophical shift. The government bought into the right-wing line
that the government and the public sector are incapable of manag-
ing any enterprise and therefore it should be divested and put into
the private sector which will somehow do a better job.

® (1240)

That is worrisome, because when we look a why public
institutions were generated and created, it was for the public good,
the common good. There was a vision larger than just the profit-
ability of the corporation. It served a purpose and function in the
community.

When we look at the history of Devco, the development corpora-
tion in Cape Breton, it was not just about coal mining. Devco went
beyond coal mining. People do not realize that it had a number of
functions within the community and coal mining was just one of
them.

What we are really talking about today is the shutting down of
the mines. | ask the House to consider what good common sense it
was to support the coal mining industry, which had a great long
history in the area aready, for the purposes of providing fuel torun
the generating stations to provide electricity for the province of
Nova Scotia. If it was a corporation it would be called vertica
integration. People are always saying that government should act
more like business. This was good business sense. This was
keeping the jobs in house, enjoying all the benefits as well as the
actual product of generating electricity for the public at a reason-
able rate. This was common sense.
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When people talk about Devco as being some kind of a money
pit, a waste of money or too much money spent, they forget the
benefit. Yes, maybe hundreds of millions of dollars were invested,
but there were billions of dollars worth of benefit extracted, not
just in wages but in actual productivity and production.

Overall, Devco may have been a net loser. There may have been
some enterprises which it tried and failed at, but the coal mining
side of it was economically viable and served a valuable purpose.

| am glad the member for Palliser illustrated the folly in thisline
of thinking. Now the thermal generating plants which generate
electricity for Nova Scotiawill have no option but to outsource for
their coal. Ironically, and we pointed out the tragedy of this, they
are going to buy their coal from Colombia of all places. Instead of
looking after jobs in their home community of Cape Breton and
allowing families to grow up with a decent standard of living, we
are going to support the murderers in Colombia.

| do not know who we are buying our coa from there, but itisa
corrupt place. Working conditions are poor, wages are pathetic, and
people who speak out to try and make it better are assassinated. Is
that who we want for a business partner to supply the generating
stations of Nova Scotia? It is absolutely tragic.

The frustration | sense from the speakerstoday is overwhelming.
We have peoplein our caucus who spent their lives representing the
people of Cape Breton. Now they have the privilege of doing that in
the House of Commons and they have made passionate, compelling
arguments to the government for years since they have been here.

Since June 1997 | have heard the members representing Cape
Breton appeal to the government to find a satisfactory resolve to
the economic development situation in Cape Breton. Ironicaly,
today there has been a bit of a breakthrough. The much awaited
arbitration case dealing with the outstanding issues finally came
through. It says exactly what the two members have been saying
for three years. They should be able to feel some sense of
satisfaction.

Why it took three years is anyone's guess. | think there is a
philosophical bent, a fundamental shift in policy on that side of the
House of Commons which makes them unwilling or unable to
listen to reason and logic to find a satisfactory resolve.

Bill C-11 is so fundamentally flawed. It indicates a failure to
recognize the significance and the impact that the bill has on the
community. It constitutes a breach of trust and a breach of promise.

Back in the old days there was some sense of nationa vision,
even from Liberal governments of the day. There was some sense
of national pride and national unity, and it becomes a unity issue
with economic development. There was a feeling that government
has a role to play to stimulate the economy in areas where it is

necessary in order to ensure that all Canadians enjoy a reasonable
standard of living. In the richest and most powerful civilization in
the history of the world, one would think we could at least devise a
way that we could all share in the bounty of the country to enjoy a
reasonable standard of living. The government has abandoned that.

| do not know specifically who the people were who did have
some vision in those days. | suppose they were the Allan J.
MacEachens, the Walter Gordons, the Paul Martin Srs., the people
who had some sort of a philosophy associated with pulling the
country together instead of letting it drift apart.

We have abandoned the attitude that government has any role to
play and we are going to leave it up to the free hand of the market,
to the Adam Smiths of the world. They will say that if we let the
market prevail al will be well. All is not well because, fundamen-
tally, capital has no conscience. | have reminded the House of
Commons of that simple fact before. It islike abig dumb shark that
gobbles up stuff and has no conscience, no vision, no thought and
no sense of doing the right thing.

® (1245)

Government has the role of conscience of capital. Somebody has
to intervene and give these Liberals a conscience and a little more
sense of purpose. Frankly, without that there would be no regula-
tions and no controls whatsoever. This, unfortunately, is what has
happened now in Cape Breton.

The government has abandoned Cape Breton. It has traded off an
economically viable enterprise for $68 million. That is the 30
pieces of silver it used to buy off the people of Cape Breton.
Sixty-eight million dollars may sound like a lot of money but we
need to put that in perspective given the surpluses, et cetera, that
the government has now.

The El system aone is showing a surplus of $600 million a
month. That is the kind of money the government deals with.
Sixty-eight million dollars is a paltry and trivial amount when we
are talking about trying to replace the economic base of an entire
island. It does not even register on the map. We find it offensive
that the government thinks people are so gullible that they will be
blinded by the flash of silver, the $68 million. It is amost
insignificant statistically.

The member for Bras d' Or—Cape Breton and the member for
Sydney—Victoria thought they could salvage some satisfaction out
of Bill C-11 by moving some very important amendments that we
are debating here today. | thought these were very thoughtful and
very meaningful amendments because those members did what the
government did not do. They consulted with the stakeholders. They
actually spoke to the miners and asked them what they needed and
what they thought the shortcomings were in Bill C-11. What a
novel concept: ask people what they need, ask the experts.
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The government refused time and time again to hold public
hearings. It is going to take steps that will devastate a whole
community but does not have the courage to defend its position in
front of the very people these decisions affect. Government
members did not have the guts or the intestinal fortitude to talk to
the people in Cape Breton, and that is cowardly. The members of
parliament who represent Cape Breton and that area spoke to the
people and came forward with meaningful amendments, some of
which are so common sense that it is inconceivable why the
government would not deal with them.

One of the amendments wants to ensure that members of the new
Devco board of directors are from Cape Breton. The Liberals do
not want to handicap themselves. They might want to parachute in
some patronage candidate from central Canada, no doubt from
some place where they have friends and some el ected representa-
tives, instead of Cape Bretoners.

Another meaningful amendment would ensure that miners who
became sick from working in the mine for 40 years and have black
lung disease would be protected with some kind of long term
extended health benefit. After giving their lives to the industry and
now having the government pull the rug out from under them,
would it not be common decency to ensure extended health benefits
for those miners? No, the government will not entertain that idea
either.

This group of amendments seeks to make Bill C-11 less devas-
tating. | am disappointed that there has been no movement
whatsoever from the government side. Do those members not feel
any responsibility or accountability for what they have done to
Cape Breton? | do not know. | do not think they do.

| regret and lament the fact that Bill C-11 will probably pass
unamended. My prediction is that the government will wear that
and pay the political price for many years to come.

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, | rise today with regard to Bill C-11. | will
give abit of history with regard to what is going on with Devco and
what | have seen take place in Cape Breton since 1994.

In late 1994 or the early part of 1995 | had the opportunity to go
to Cape Breton to try to get an understanding of the concerns. | had
the great opportunity of meeting with the miners, the union people
and with business people. | was also taken down through the mines.
| started to catch up a bit on what was taking place.
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| knew about the money that had been put into Devco. What |
could not understand, particularly after being down there, was what
happened to a large percentage of those funds. | could see that the
funds had not gone to the miners or even into the mines.

Government Orders

As | began to dig a little more | came across the fact that the
government had decided not to renew its contracts for exporting
coal from some of the mines. Although | am not a raving genius
myself, | can understand that when a company gives up a segment
of its market, particularly when it is competing on an international
scale, it has just told its customers that it is no longer willing to
produce the goods that they want. Any sane thinking company
would know that its customers would go somewhere elseto find the
market, but not the government.

The government figured that it could bring them back any time it
wanted to, but that was not the case. Instead, the government
decided to try to prove that this was not economically feasible. It
went through a broad scope of deals and non-deals, promises and
broken promises in order to achieve this. In the meantime, it told
the people of Cape Breton that it would look after their best
interests.

The government repeatedly told the people of Cape Breton that
Devco would be there, that they should not to worry, that they
should be happy and that the government would look after them.
All the time it was planning on just closing the door without very
much concern about what would happen.

The door closed and now we are l€eft trying to clean this up and
trying to make some sense out of this. The government comes
forward with Bill C-11. Everybody from all parties of the House
have gone through the bill carefully and some members have put
forth anumber of amendments. The government has decided not to
accept any of those amendments. | cannot understand this. We have
members in the House who represent Cape Breton, who have been
down there and know the people intimately, and yet their motions
are not to be accepted by the government.

We have been down there and have spoken with the people. We
have met with the business community, with labour and with
management but not one of our motions has been accepted. This
does not show awillingness on behalf of the government, no matter
what it says or professes in the House, to listen to the people of
Canada no matter what region they are from.

Some members like to stand in the House and say that thisis an
eastern problem or that isawestern problem. No, thisisa Canadian
problem. Maybe it is about time government members made up
their minds that they are here to represent al of Canada, not just
pieces and segments here and there whenever they see fit.

When this bill came before the House we were in a dilemma. |
may be hesitant sometimes in the way | speak, but when | went
through the files on Devco and read between the lines—it is not
there in black and white because the government will not let it be
there in black and white—I had to wonder who took the money out
of Devco. It was not the miners. It is not laying there in an
abundance of assets. There are some assets there, yes, but what
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happened to most of the money? How much went toward patronage
appointments? How much was never accounted for?

| cannot seem to find the answers in the bill no matter how hard |
look. | have to wonder what Devco was all about. It certainly was
not to help Cape Bretoners. Maybe it helped a select few, but
certainly not the Cape Bretoners themselves. When we see the
mess that is there now, we think of the money that has been put into
Devco and what has been accomplished.
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Some of our people have talked to the union. We have talked to
the miners who have worked in the mines for years, some of whom
aretwo months or ayear short of retirement. They will get no funds
out of this.

Where is this passionate Liberal Party? Where are the members
who hammered on our doors just before the last election and said
I am here to help you. | am here to listen to your problems and |
am here to help fix them. Please elect me again”.

In the next election those members will get the same message in
Cape Breton as they will get in our constituency in British
Columbia, ““Get out of here. We are sick and tired of listening to
what you say you are going to do and then having to live with what
you actually do” . Cape Breton has found out the tough way, and it
is really a shame.

As| go through the motions, | see one that | wanted in the bill.
Motion No. 14 reads:

17. The Corporation shall adopt all reasonable measures to reduce, to the fullest
extent possible, any economic hardship or unemployment that may result from the
closing of any coa mine operated by the Corporation.

The Liberals turned this motion down. What is so unreasonable
about that motion? All it asks is for the government to do its job,
and it has refused to do it.

In closing | want to say that this government has a lot to be
ashamed of today and | hope it realizes this soon.

Mr. David Chatters (Athabasca, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, once again | rise to talk about Bill C-11.

Certainly | concur with what has been said aready by my
colleagues in this House, both within my party and withinthe NDP,
although our objective on the bill is somewhat different from the
NDP because we support the idea of privatizing Devco. It only
makes sense to me.

Over the last 30 years this government and the Conservative
government have certainly proven that Devco was created for
political purposes, existed for political purposes and appears is

going to die for a political purpose, which is really unfortunate.
What is going on here is such a tragedy. What the government
appears to be preparing to do is immoral.

| talked to you before, Mr. Speaker, and | will say it again inthe
House; what the Liberals are doing to Cape Breton is just as
horrendous as what the Trudeau Liberals did to Alberta under the
national energy program. | would understand if Cape Bretoners
rose up in screaming protest to what is happening. If Cape
Bretoners and Atlantic Canadians never again in Canadian history
voted for a Liberal candidate | could certainly understand that.

We have a history of mining in Cape Breton that goes back
hundreds of years. We have some of the best mining expertise in
the world in Cape Breton. We have hundreds of millions of tonnes
of coal in the ground in Cape Breton. We have a market in Nova
Scotia for al the coa that Cape Breton miners can produce for
Nova Scotia power. We have management capability in Cape
Breton that wanted to bid on the assets of Devco and wanted to
operate the mines, the wash plant and all the rest of the assets for
the benefit of Cape Bretoners and Nova Scotians.

This government, it would appear, is denying them that opportu-
nity without even afair hearing. That makes no sense to me and it
again smacks of the same kind of mismanagement, corruption and
patronage that has dogged Devco for the last 30 years.
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| tried to get into those issues in committee. | tried to expose
some examples of the patronage and mismanagement that went on.
The president and chairman of the board of directors of Devco was
quoted in a local Nova Scotia newspaper on how terrible the
management of Devco had been and how that was the reason Devco
could never be profitable.

Thefact isthat coal mining in Cape Breton can be profitable, but
certain conditions have to be met before that is possible. The
government does not appear to be allowing those conditions to be
put in place. To preserve Devco as a crown corporation and to
preserve the system imposed on the coal mining industry in Cape
Breton would never be profitable. It would never survive without
the ongoing billions of dollars of subsidies that have been poured
into it. They would have to continue to be poured in.

If Devco were privatized and not saddled with the liability of the
successor rights of the existing union contracts today, or the huge
liability going al the way back to the Dominion Steel and Coal
Company which succeeded Devco, and if a private company could
buy the assets of Devco and operate it without those liabilities and
without the huge environmental liability that has accumulated over
the years, which everybody has been trying to ignore, coal mining
could be profitable in Cape Breton. It could do much for the
economy. It could employ miners. It could be awonderful opportu-
nity for Cape Bretoners to control their own destinies, to have jobs
and benefits, and to carry on.
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The government will not allow that to happen because then
Cape Bretoners and Atlantic Canadians would be independent.
They would not have the strings attached that they would have
by shutting down Devco, putting in a cal centre and perhaps
creating hairdressers like they did in the TAGS program. Those
programs always have strings attached. There is always a political
payback for those kinds of programs if the government puts them
in place. That is what the government is trying to maintain in
Atlantic Canada. That is such a shame because | think there are
real opportunities here.

Wewill not support afew of the amendmentsin the three groups.
The NDP has reintroduced at report stage debate the amendments
we introduced in committee. We will support them as we will
support the NDP amendments to ensure that there is some local
representation on the board of Devco and on the pensioners
administration board. Why would anybody not be willing to do
that? It only makes perfect sense.

The only amendments we will not support are the ones dealing
with successor rights under the union contracts. If the government
has not already guaranteed, and | think it has, those successor rights
guarantee that whoever buys the Devco assets will never operate
the mines, or at least not operate them for any length of time, and
will therefore shut them down.

It is pretty obviousthat the government has refused in committee
or in debate to indicate whether or not there was any requirement in
the conditions of sale of Devco that whoever buysit would have to
operate the mines even for one day. | suspect not.

When | wasin Cape Breton the miners that work underground in
the Prince Mine told me that the real reason thereis such arush on
the bill is that they are working on a particular coal face in the
mine. Instead of preparing another coal face at the same time so
that when that one is mined out they have the next face to move to
and continue, there is no preparation for another coa face. This
indicates to me that there is no intention, once the current coal face
is mined out, to continue operating the mine. They could not, if
they wanted to, without that forward thinking.
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When we look at some of the yearly financial statements of the
corporation we see no long term plan to operate any of theminesin
the Devco corporation. Certainly there is no capital investment,
maintenance or upkeep of the assets. It can be seen as plain as day
that it is heading for a dead end and will be shut down. It is being
strangled to death.

It is no wonder that the people of Cape Breton, the NDP, our
party and the Conservative Party are suspicious. Thiswholeissueis
shrouded in a veil of secrecy under the guise of commercial
confidentiality.

Government Orders

When | asked the minister in committee if Canadians would ever
know the terms and conditions of the sale, he assured us that once
the sale had gone through and the bill had passed he would have no
problem disclosing the terms and conditions of the sale, until one
of his minions leaned over and whispered in his ear that it would
not be possible, that the terms and conditions of the sale would
have to remain secret forever, that they could never be exposed.

Why would everyone involved not become extremely suspicious
of what is going on? A very valuable asset is on the auction block,
and that is the contract with Nova Scotia Power. Clearly that is
what isbeing bid on. Asfar as anyonein Cape Breton knows and as
far as anyone here knows, and | guess only the government knows
for sure, any local bids have not even been considered in the sale.
The bids being considered are foreign bids, American bids, assum-
ing the coal is to come from offshore.

When the transport minister was asked a question about the mess
in the airline industry, he stood in the House to say that is a small
price to pay for a Canadian solution. There is a price to pay for a
Canadian solution in Cape Breton, and we should pay it.

Mr. Brent St. Denis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have listened to the
comments of previous speakers. A number of times | wondered
whether | should intervene and either bring the discussion and
comments back to the amendments we are looking at or challenge
some of the numerous points that | think were outrageous and, at
the very kindest, totally exaggerated. | decided | would not do that
and would encourage those who are interested—

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order.
If | look over on the government side | find that we do not have a
quorum.

And the count having been taken:
The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): We have a quorum.

Mr. Brent St. Denis. Mr. Speaker, | resisted the temptation to
respond to every point. Some good points were made but quite a
large number of them were exaggerations.

Bethat asit may, | encourage those outside the Chamber who are
interested in the facts to read the various public documents that
relate to Bill C-11 and the proposed sale of the federal coal assetsin
Cape Breton. | would aso have them refer to the committee
proceedings.

| will briefly deal with some of the amendments. | will not try to
deal with all the amendmentsin Group No. 1. Motion No. 1 refers
to the Government of Nova Scotia. | am not aware that Nova Scotia
has expressed any interest with reference to this proposed amend-
ment. In any event | do not think it would be helpful to put in place
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measures that would preclude a future owner of the coal operations
from government interference at that time.
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With respect to al these amendments, the government will not
be supporting any of them. For the most part they arein many cases
redundant, such as Motion No. 3 which refers to the auditor
general. The auditor general is Devco's auditor. The Devco board is
responsible for reporting to parliament every year. Therefore |
doubt there are concerns over disclosure which have much if any
substance.

With reference to Motions Nos. 4 and 5, | believe they refer to
undertakings to the general advantage of Canada. Those measures
are aready taken care of in the bill asit stands. Indeed they would
also be redundant.

With respect to Motion No. 2 in terms of a public inquiry,
notwithstanding comments made earlier there have been extensive
consultations over the years. It has been studied enough.

I will conclude my comments on the first group of amendments.
Let mejust add, though, that | respect the views of members on Bill
C-11. It isatough thing to do, but we on this side believe it is best
for Cape Breton to allow the coal industry to get on. We believe the
communities and the people of Cape Breton are up to the future and
will do well.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isthe House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Thefirst questionison
Motion No. 1. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The recorded division
on Mation No. 1 stands deferred.

The next question is on Motion No. 2. Is it the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The recorded division
on Mation No. 2 stands deferred.

The next question is on Motion No. 3. Is it the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?
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Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The recorded division
on Mation No. 3 stands deferred.

[Translation]

The next question is on Motion No. 4. Is it the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea
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TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The recorded division
on Mation No. 4 stands deferred.

[English]

The next question is on Motion No. 5. Is it the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The recorded division
on Mation No. 5 stands deferred.

The next question is on Motion No. 12. Is it the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The recorded division
on Mation No. 12 stands deferred.

Government Orders
We will now put to the House the motions in Group No. 2.

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Bras d’'Or—Cape Breton, NDP)
moved:

Motion No. 6

That Bill C-11 be amended by adding after line 22 on page 3 the following new
clause:

**(1.1) Section 4 of the Act is amended by adding the following after subsection
3):

(4) One director other than the Chairperson and the President shall be an
employee of the Corporation.”
Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP) moved:
Motion No. 7

That Bill C-11, in Clause 8, be amended by adding after line 22 on page 3 the
following:

“(1.1) Section 4 of the Act is amended by adding the following:

(4) The majority of the directors shall be residents of the Island of Cape Breton,
Nova Scotia.”’

Motion No. 8

That Bill C-11, in Clause 8, be amended by adding after line 22 on page 3 the
following:

“(1.1) Section 4 of the Act is amended by adding the following:
(4) At least one third of the directors shall be members of the Devco Pensioners’
Association.”

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Bras d’'Or—Cape Breton, NDP)
moved:

Motion No. 9

That Bill C-11, in Clause 8, be amended by adding after line 41 on page 3 the
following:

‘“(4) One director other than the Chairperson and the President shall be an
employee of the Corporation.”
® (1320)

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP) moved:
Motion No. 10

That Bill C-11, in Clause 8, be amended by adding after line 41 on page 3 the
following:

" (4) The mgjority of the directors shall be residents of the Island of Cape Breton,
Nova Scotia.”

Motion No. 11

That Bill C-11, in Clause 8, be amended by adding after line 41 on page 3 the
following:

‘*(4) At least one third of the directors shall be members of the Devco Pensioners’
Association.”

Motion No. 16
That Bill C-11, in Clause 13, be amended
(a) by replacing line 13 on page 5 with the following:
**18. (1) The Corporation shall by by-law pro-"
(b) by adding after line 23 on page 5 the following:

'“(2) The by-law shall provide that at least half of the members of the board or
committee that is charged with managing the pension fund are selected by the Devco
Pensioners’ Association.”

Mr. Dick Proctor: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order.
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We have completed the first round of the bill and | see that there
are less than 10 minutes remaining before we go to Private
Members' Business. | wonder whether there would be unanimous
consent for you, Mr. Speaker, to see the clock as being 1.30 p.m.,
which would allow us to go to Private Members Business, and we
will resume on the bill next week.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Does the hon. member
have the unanimous consent of the House to see the clock as
1.30 p.m. for the purposes of proceeding to Private Members
Business?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West—Nepean, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | rise on a point of order. Discussions have taken place
between all parties and the member for Wentworth—Burlington
concerning the taking of the division on Bill C-206 scheduled at the
conclusion of Private Members' Business today. | believe if you
ask, you will find consent for the following. | move:

That at the conclusion of today’s debate on Bill C-206, all questions necessary to
dispose of the said motion for second reading be deemed put, a recorded division

deemed requested and deferred until Tuesday, June 6, at the expiry of the time
provided for Government Orders.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): The House has heard
the motion as presented by the deputy government whip. Is it the
pleasure of the House to accept the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Just as a word for our
visitors, we have advanced the time so we can go right into the next
bit of business and not have to step down.

It being 1.24 p.m., the House will now proceed to the consider-
ation of Private Members' Business as listed on today's order

paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]

ACCESSTO INFORMATION ACT

The House resumed from May 11 consideration of the motion
that Bill C-206, an act to amend the Access to Information Act and

to make amendments to other acts, be read the second time and
referred to a committee.

Mr. Ken Epp: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | need
some clarification. When you asked for the unanimous consent for
the motion which was put by the member on the Liberal side, | very
distinctly said no. | want to know what the ruling was that you
made on that point of order. | did not hear it.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The ruling was on the
deferral of the vote in private members' business. The ruling was
that the vote would be deferred. | did not hear any negative
comments. | asked for unanimous consent and hearing no dissent,
we adopted the rule.

® (1325)

Ms. Marlene Catterall: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order. |
suggest that rather than take the time from Private Members
Business, perhaps we could have a discussion outside the House,
resolve this and bring it back to you.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): With respect, there is
not aproblem. | did not hear it. The motion was presented. We went
further and we deferred the vote. We are in Private Members
Business.

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
rise at this time to comment on Bill C-206 which makes extensive
amendments to the Access to Information Act.

First, 1 would like to take a moment to comment on the
remarkable effort my colleague the member for Wentworth—Bur-
lington has put into producing his Bill C-206. Many of us consider
it to be an accomplishment to produce a private member’s bill that
contains one or two clauses. The member for Wentworth—Burling-
ton has met many administrative hurdles. He has tenaciously
persevered, which perseverance has brought usto this debate today.
Bill C-206 contains almost 35 clauses. Overall it proposes a major
overhaul to the Access to Information Act.

Second, | would like to speak about the importance of the Access
to Information Act and its role in promoting government openness
and transparency. Without a right of access enshrined in a piece of
legidation, all talk about government transparency is, in the fina
analysis, somewhat hollow.

| wish to make some general remarks on the hill itself. My
position isthat there are certain concepts expressed in the Accessto
Information Act that we should be extremely careful about revis-
ing. That is, whatever reform of the act is carried out, it must, |
believe, respect certain ideas.

One idea relates to personal information. First, the residents of
Canada are obliged to give the government all kinds of personal
information about themselves. This is referred to as the collection
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of personal information. Next, the government is obliged to use in
specific and limited ways the persona information of Canadians
that it has collected. The Access to Information Act also permits
and governs disclosure of that information. Right now | wish to
focus on disclosure.

Disclosure is probably the most potentially controversial aspect
of dealing with personal information. Government must be careful
when it changes the rulesin away which increases the government
disclosure of personal information. What is at stake is Canadians
confidencein their government and their willingnessto provide the
government their personal information. For this reason | encourage
the members of the House and the committee that will be examin-
ing Bill C-206 to pay great heed to the question of when, under the
Access to Information Act, persona information gets released.

Bill C-206 would require the disclosure of information held by
the government after 30 years. The Government of Canada is
concerned that automatic disclosure of persona information the
government has held for 30 years could lead to an infringement of
an individual’s right to privacy under the charter.

Individuals expect their confidentiality to be maintained when
they provide government with their personal information. Cana-
dians may fear that Bill C-206 would lead to an erosion of their
right to expect privacy and confidentiality from their government.
Let me give an example. Income tax returns contain alot of private
and personal information that should be continued to be protected.
No one would want his or her income tax information to be
accessible at any time.

The privacy commissioner has also expressed his concerns about
the impact the bill would have on the privacy of individuals and on
the confidentiality of personal information.

Another issue of great importance is what approach to take to
confidential commercial information. As| mentioned in relation to
personal information, businesses in Canada are obliged in a
number of circumstances to give the government various types of
highly confidential commercial information. It has been pointed
out that if we reduce the level of protection on valuable confiden-
tial commercia information, then | am afraid that businesses may
begin to think that the risk involved and the cost of doing business
in Canada is too high.

[Translation]

Let me give you a concrete example. If | had a business and
thought that, in order to get the government to approve a new
product, | would have to let my competitors have access to
confidential business information, | would certainly be reluctant to
give that information to the government.

[English]

There is a theme running through my comments and it is this. |
am entirely in favour of trying to increase government openness.

Private Members' Business

Indeed, | hope that this issue will be properly addressed by
whatever reform of the Accessto Information Act goesforward. At
the same time we should remember that letting the sun shinein on
government operations, which is good, is not the same thing as
letting out people’s personal information or businesses’ confiden-
tial information. The question of disclosure is extremely sensitive
and should not be undertaken without careful consideration and
consultation.

Finally, we should bear in mind that there is more than one
solution for dealing with a piece of legislation that may no longer
be working quite as well as it should be. We tend to think
automatically that a statute must be fixed by making amendments
to it. In fact, the way a statute works can be fixed by improving
how it is applied and administered.
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| am not suggesting that improvements in the application and
administration of the access act would be the whole answer.
However, | wish to suggest to the House that we not rush into
amending the act before we are certain that this fairly drastic
course of action is what is truly needed.

If we are going to reform the act, surely it should not be
undertaken without first conducting broad public consultations to
allow all those who have an interest and astakein thislegidation to
express their views.

Parliament’s information watchdog, the information commis-
sioner, made this very suggestion when he appeared before the
Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights last November.
He stated that proposals for access reform should be formed by a
variety of perspectives and that it would be preferable for consulta-
tions to be conducted on a broad scale, allowing all stakeholdersto
have a say. | certainly agree with this view.

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Kitchener—Waterloo, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | rise on behalf of the hon. member for Wentworth—Burlington,
the author and sponsor of Bill C-206, an act to amend the Accessto
Information Act. Normally the member would be speaking himsel f
at this time, but asit is the third hour of debate on this bill, and as
the member spoke during the first hour of debate, heis not allowed
under our standing orders to speak today. Therefore, | will reflect
the thoughts of the member.

Much has happened between the first hour of debate and this
final one, a mere two days before Bill C-206 comes before the
House for its second reading vote. During the first hour when the
member for Wentworth—Burlington described his hill there was
optimism and excitement. After 13 years of failed attempts, at last
abill was going forward that would substantially reform the Access
to Information Act, the legidation that was intended to guarantee
the right of Canadians to those government documents they should
be entitled to see, but that over the years has become more an
instrument of secrecy than of disclosure.
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For over a decade the public, the media, members of parliament,
parliamentary committees and the former information commis-
sioner himself have clamoured for the overhaul of the act, but
never has any government come near to presenting legislation that
answered the urgent calls for reform.

An impasse arose from the fact that it has been impossible to get
consensus on how to amend the Access to Information Act from all
the ministries of government that would be affected. Added to this
was the problem that the justice department writes all government
legidlation and, being comprised principaly of lawyers, naturally
tends to think in terms of increasing confidentiality and secrecy
rather than of increasing openness.

After three years of trying to get the justice minister to undertake
reform to the Access to Information Act, the member for Went-
worth—Burlington undertook to write appropriate legislation him-
self. As a former journdlist, author and now politician, he was
uniquely qualified to undertake this task and, with the help of
expert legislative counsel, Bill C-264, now Bill C-206, was pre-
sented to the House in October 1997.

The reforms proposed in Bill C-206 were sweeping, but almost
all of them were taken from the recommendations of the parlia-
mentary committee that proposed improvements to the access law,
or from the 1993-94 report of the Access to Information Commis-
sioner—amost all of them, save for the very first amendment,
which proposed that the name of the Accessto Information Act be
changed to the open government act.

From the very beginning the member for Wentworth—Burling-
ton tried to make it clear to opposition parties and the government
alike that he would listen and act on al concerns and criticisms
expressed about Bill C-206. He has never pretended it to be a
perfect bill and has asked only that it go through second reading to
committee where witnesses can identify its flaws, propose im-
provements, answer concerns and amend it wherever necessary. In
other words, the member for Wentworth—Burlington only asked
that Bill C-206 go through the same legisl ative process as any other
bill.

Opposition MPs in their speeches to Bill C-206 have raised
legitimate concerns, one of the more important being that they are
afraid to give government institutions the power to consider
multiple requests frivolous.
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This particular anendment was an attempt to address a problem
identified by the information commissioner in one of his reports,
but if Bill C-206 deals poorly with this issue or, worse yet, if the
amendment gives power to the government that is not intended,
then it should be changed or struck from the bill at report stage. The
member for Wentworth—Burlington would support any such
change.

The member has said repeatedly the same thing to government,
and for two years received favourable comment from officials in
various ministries and active help from justice department offi-
cials, leading to arevised and more polished version of Bill C-206,
and even encouragement from cabinet ministers, notably the
justice minister and the foreign affairs minister.

Thus, it was with surprise and some dismay that the member for
Wentworth—Burlington was called to a meeting this past Monday
before the Deputy Prime Minister, the justice minister, the treasury
board president and the government House |eader to be confronted
with accusations that Bill C-206 contains major flaws. Even though
he was given no advance notice of criticisms, the member gave full
answer then and in writing by noon the next day. Meanwhile, the
justice minister undertook to provide a full analysis of al that was
supposedly wrong with Bill C-206.

On Wednesday the government announced to Liberal members
of parliament that it would not support Bill C-206. On Thursday,
that is, yesterday afternoon, the member for Wentworth—Burling-
ton received the justice department critique of Bill C-206 and a
formal letter rejecting Bill C-206 from the Deputy Prime Minister.

It is too bad that the justice minister has to rely on staff who
could produce a document so inept as that which attempted to
demolish Bill C-206. They could not even get the clauses under
discussion correct, or cover them al, or find merit in any that
increased openness, no matter how minor. Their criticism of clause
26 in Bill C-206 is completely wrong. This clause would extend
protection of memoranda to cabinet, not diminish it.

The arguments in the Deputy Prime Minister’s letter had more
substance, but none were sufficiently compelling to warrant killing
the hill.

What is a vote at second reading all about anyway? It seeks
agreement in principle, that is all. All legidation is regarded as
requiring close examination, correction and improvement after
second reading. If this processis not successful, then ahill iskilled
at third reading, but not at second reading before it has had public
airing before committee, not at second reading when al that is
being sought is agreement in principle.

What is the principle? The first amendment of Bill C-206 would
rename the legidation to the open government act. The second
amendment would establish that it is the government’s duty to
release as much information as it reasonably can to the public.

Will the Prime Minister vote in principle against such a hill?
Will the Minister of Justice or the Deputy Prime Minister? Cabinet
always has the option of killing the bill at third reading or in the
Senate, but to oppose such a bill at birth?

Perhaps the member for Wentworth—Burlington has indeed
failed to be sufficiently accommodating. The one single area of Bill
C-206 that he has said he will not budge on is the amendment that
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would bring crown corporations like the CBC, Canada Post and the
National Capital Commission under the legislation. Crown corpo-
rations spend billions of taxpayer dollars. They should and must be
subject to better public scrutiny.

Surely that is not cabinet's reason for opposing Bill C-206.
Surely cabinet should want debate on how to make all government
more open.

Many of usfirst cameto thisplacein 1993. The hon. member for
Wentworth—Burlington has certainly been a man of parliament, a
man of this House.

What is being proposed in Bill C-206 would help every member
of parliament to do their job. It would also help make transparent
the workings of government to all Canadians.

® (1340)

| commend the member for Wentworth—Burlington for his
efforts, hisinitiative and his perseverance in attempting to give al
members of parliament the equipment to do a better job and to have
more open and transparent government.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | have received notice
from the hon. member for Pickering—Ajax—Uxbridge that heis
unable to move his motion during private members' hour on
Monday, June 5, 2000.

It has not been possible to arrange an exchange of positions in
the order of precedence. Accordingly, | am directing the table
officers to drop that item of business to the bottom of the order of
precedence. Private members hour will thus be cancelled and
Government Orders will begin at 11 am.

[Translation]

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to address Bill C-206, an act to amend the Access to
Information Act and to make amendments to other acts.

That bill faced many obstacles before reaching second reading
stage. | will show you how this bumpy ride finally made the Bloc
Quebecois withdraw its support for this legisation.

First, | want to reaffirm the importance of access to information
in ademocratic society. It can be said without exaggeration that the
rules governing access to information are a pillar of our democratic
system.

Indeed, without these rules, there can be no transparency in the
public administration. If unable to count on concrete standards that
would provide them with access to the documents being held by the
government, the public would in fact be deprived of its power of
review, which is essential to the democratic health of any society.

Private Members' Business

This power of review arises out of afundamental right that belongs
to each of us: the right to know.

The scandal around HRDC funding is a clear example of just
how important that right to know is. This scandalous episode
reminds us that it is essential to have a clear picture of what
government is doing, so that public funds do not serve any private
interests.

Given the total absence of government co-operation in this area,
the public has had to rely on the Accessto Information Act to try to
discover where the Transitional Jobs Fund money has gone.

Recently, the Bloc Quebecois was able to use access to informa-
tion to discover some major flaws in the Canada Information
Office tendering process. We discovered, in fact, that the CIO had
awarded hundreds of thousands of dollars in contracts without any
call for tenders since June 4, 1998.

Itis, for example, questionable to say the least that this body, the
principal mandate of which isto promote federal propaganda, has
awarded a $25,000 contract to a former Liberal candidate without
caling for tenders. Thanks to access to information, we were able
to obtain, and provide to our fellow citizens, the disconcerting
details on the Liberal government’s administration.

It must, however, be recognized that the effectiveness of the
Access to Information Act is not absolute. A formidable bureau-
cratic culture continues to thwart the desire of the public to
discover more about the practices of their government.

The Information Commissioner of Canada, John Reid, spoke on
this matter the last time he appeared before the Standing Commit-
tee on Human Resources Development and the Status of Persons
with Disabilities. He said:

The right of access, which | and many others view as one of the cornerstones of
our democratic process and one of the best tools available to ensure responsible
government, only has meaning in a regime where information is professionally
managed. All too often, and in a growing percentage of cases, it is proving virtually

impossible for departments to locate all records responsive to a specific subject
matter.

In short, it is not enough to hope that passing the Access to
Information Act will lead to transparency, properly implementing
it is necessary as well. For this to happen, the public service must
promptly and efficiently respond to requests for access to informa-
tion.
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In a specia report tabled in this House on Tuesday, the informa-
tion commissioner evaluated the performance of eight departments
in terms of their response time to requests for access to informa-
tion. Once again, the commissioner’s examination revealed that a
number of departments fall far short in terms of speed.

No fewer than six departments, in fact, got an “F’ on their
response time. These dubious results illustrate just how far our
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institutions are away from devel oping the effectiveness required in
properly applying the Access to Information Act.

That being said, by tabling Bill C-206, the hon. member for
Wentworth—Burlington seemingly tried to correct certain flawsin
the Access to Information Act. As we know, the hon. member had
already aerted the members of this House to the need for
substantially reviewing the content of that act.

On December 23, 1997, the hon. member had introduced another
bill, Bill C-264, which received the support of a fair number of
members. However, later on, the hon. member drastically changed
the content of his bill.

OnJune 11, 1998, resorting to the poalitics of stealth, the original
text of Bill C-264 was replaced with a different one. The bill was
then reintroduced during the second session, on October 14, 1999,
as it stood when the House prorogued.

The bill originally called C-264 and amended on June 11, 1998,
thus became Bill C-206 when the House resumed sitting.

As | indicated in my introduction, that unusual process, to say
the least, resulted in the Bloc Quebecois withdrawing its support. It
must be understood that, while several Bloc Quebecois members
initially supported the original version of Bill C-264, the situation
is totally different in the case of the version now called Bill C-206.

There is a serious gap between these two versions. As evidence
of that, one simply has to look at some of the new provisions that
were quietly included in the June 11, 1998 version of the hill. The
masterpiece of that sham is now found in clause 9 of Bill C-206.

First, these amendments have to do with the terminology used in
clause 14 of the bill. Under this first amendment, the head of a
government institution could refuse to disclose records containing
information having to do with federal-provincia relations.

So it was that on a fine day in June, 1998, the expression
“federal-provincial negotiations”’ used until then in Bill C-264
became *‘ federa -provincia relations’. This change in terminology
is not insignificant.

In fact, clause 14 of the bill provides for an important exception
to the right of access to information. By substituting a term as
generic as “‘relations’” for a more specific term such as * negoti-
ations’, the scope of the exception is broadened considerably.
According to the Bloc Quebecoais, this is a fundamental change,
because it would have the effect of excluding an entire range of
records to which the public is entitled to have access.

In addition, the new exception in clause 14.1, an exception not
contained in the original version of Bill C-264, is quite simply

unacceptable. For the benefit of members of the House, | will read
this exception:

The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested

under this Act that contains information on plans, strategies or tactics relating to the

possible secession of a part of Canada, including information held or collected for
the purpose of developing those plans, strategies or tactics.

Whatever the member for Wentworth—Burlington may say, this
proposal is just plain antidemocratic. How can we keep citizensin
the dark about information dealing with the possible exercise of
democracy by a people? The supreme court has recognized that
accession to sovereignty is a completely legitimate and highly
democratic project.
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Canadians have a right to know how the federal government
intends to proceed regarding such a fundamental right.

On June 11, 1998, Bill C-206 lost all credibility. Access to
information, which is the core element of democracy for citizens,
cannot be used as atool to stop the democratic will of apeople. The
hon. member should know that it isill-advised to follow the Privy
Council’s recommendations when it comes to democracy. History
tells us that this bastion of federal arrogance is not very inclined to
promote the development of democratic values.

For these reasons, members will understand that the Bloc
Quebecois does not support Bill C-206 and will strongly opposeits
passing.

[English]

Ms. Marlene Catterall: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order.
There was some misunderstanding earlier and | would like to report
to the House that discussions have taken place between all parties
and the member for Wentworth—Burlington concerning the taking
of the division on Bill C-206, scheduled at the conclusion of
Private Members' Businesstoday. | believe you would find consent
for the following:

That, at the conclusion of today’s debate on Bill C-206, all questions necessary to
dispose of the motion be deemed put and if a recorded division is requested it be
deferred until Tuesday, June 6, at the expiry of the time provided for Government
Orders.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The House will accept
arequest for unanimous consent at any time. Just to be certain, we
now have a request for unanimous consent to reverse an earlier
unanimous consent.

Mr. Ken Epp: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | need
clarification. Perhaps | did not hear right again because | am
getting old and deaf. Can we say the question is deemed put if in
fact a division is requested? It seems to me that is contradictory.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): We are doing it in two
steps. We would put the question on the motion to the House. If itis
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accepted or rejected on division, that would be the end of it. If a
recorded division is demanded, the recorded division would be
deferred until the end of Government Orders next week.

Mr. Ken Epp: Mr. Speaker, in that case | believe it is redundant
since that is done automatically on a Friday, is it not, or am |
wrong?

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléelland): We will put the
question. If the member for Elk Island chooses to say no, that ishis
prerogative. Whether or not it is redundant, this is the suggestion
being put by the deputy government whip.

We will do it in two phases. Does the House give its unanimous
consent for the deputy government whip to move the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isit the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion as presented by the deputy government
whip?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

(Motion agreed to)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison

second reading of Bill C-206. Is it the pleasure of the House to
adopt the motion?

Private Members' Business

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Pursuant to order made
earlier today the recorded division is deferred until Tuesday, June
6, a the expiry of the time provided for Government Orders.

It being 1.55 p.m. the House stands adjourned until Monday next
at 11 am. pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 1.55 p.m.)
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Davies, Libby ....... ...
deSavoye Pierre .. ...
Debien,Maud . ...
Degjarlais,Bev
Desrochers,Odina . ...
DeVillers, Paul
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans. . . .
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for
Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs...............
Discepola, Nick
Dockrill,Michelle
Doyle, Norman
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport . .. .

Province of Political
Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Kings—Hants............. NovaScotia ......... PC
Oakville................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Wentworth— Burlington ...  Ontario ............. Lib.
Parkdale— HighPark ...... Oontario ............. Lib.
Humber — St. Barbe — Baie
Verte ...l Newfoundland . ... ... Lib.
Davenport ................. Oontario ............. Lib.
SurreyNorth............... British Columbia .. . .. CA
Dufferin— Peel —
Wellington—Grey ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Scarborough Centre. . ... . ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Matapédia— Matane .. ..... Quebec ............. BQ
Thornhill .................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Sherbrooke ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford  Ontario ............. Lib.
Cumberland — Colchester ... NovaScotia ......... PC
Lethbridge ................ Alberta.............. CA
OttawaWest — Nepean ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Outremont................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Guelph— Wellington... .. . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Richmond ................. British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies Quebec ............. Lib.
Athabasca ................. Alberta.............. CA
Saint-Maurice ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Frontenac— Mégantic . . .. .. Quebec ............. BQ
Renfrew — Nipissing—
Pembroke ................. Ontario ............. Lib.
Bourassa .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
DonValleyEast............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Thunder Bay — Superior
North ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
HamiltonEast.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Mount Royal .............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Kamouraska— Riviére-du—
Loup — Témiscouata—
LesBasques ............... Quebec ............. BQ
EtobicokeNorth............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Delta— South Richmond ...  BritishColumbia .. ... CA
LavalCentre............... Quebec ............. BQ
VancouverEast ............ British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Portneuf................... Quebec ............. BQ
LavaEast................. Quebec ............. BQ
Churchill .................. Manitoba............ NDP
Lotbiniére ................. Quebec ............. BQ
SimcoeNorth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vancouver South — Burnaby  BritishColumbia ... .. Lib.
Saint—Laurent— Cartierville.  Quebec ............. Lib.
Vaudreuil — Soulanges ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Brasd' Or — CapeBreton ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
St.John'sEast ............. Newfoundland . ... ... PC
Thunder Bay — Atikokan ... Ontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Drouin,Claude. . ... ..o Beauce.................... Quebec ............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING .. ...ttt e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—dea—

Chaudiere ................. Quebec ............. BQ
DUDE JEAN . ... Madawaska— Restigouche..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Duceppe, GIlles . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie. . . .. Quebec ............. BQ
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic

Diversification)(Francophonie) ................ ... ... ... .... SaintBoniface ............. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
DUMas,MaUriCe . ... ..o Argenteuil — Papineau —

Mirabel ................... Quebec ............. BQ
DUNcan, JONN ... .. Vancouver ISand North . . . .. British Columbia . . ... CA
EBarle, Gordon . ...t HalifaxWest ............... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ................. PrinceEdwardIdland . Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence ............ YorkCentre ............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Elley,Reed ... ..o Nanaimo— Cowichan ... ... British Columbia . . ... CA
Epp, Ken .o Elkidand ................. Alberta.............. CA
Finlay,John .. ... Oxford.................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Folco,Raymonde ........... ..o LavaWest ................ Quebec ............. Lib.
Fontana, JoB . ... London North Centre ... .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Forseth,Paul . ... NewWestminster —

Coquitlam — Burnaby ...... British Columbia .. . .. CA
Fournier,Ghiglain .............. ... Manicouagan .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (M ulticulturalism)(Status of

WOMEBN) .o Vancouver Centre .......... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Saint—L éonard — Saint—

SEIVICES . . ot Michel .................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Gagnon, Christiane . ....... ..ottt Québec ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Gallaway,ROgEr ... .. Sarnia— Lambton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Gauthier,Michd ......... ... ... . Roberval .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Gilmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo— Alberni ........ British Columbia . . ... CA
Girard-Bujold,Jocelyne. . ... Jonquiére.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Godfrey, John. .. ... DonValeyWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Godin,MauriCe . ... ..o Chéteauguay ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Godin, YVON . ..o Acadie— Bathurst ......... New Brunswick . ..... NDP
Goldring, Peter .. ... EdmontonEast............. Alberta.............. CA
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister

responsiblefor the CanadianWheatBoard ..................... Wascana .................. Saskatchewan. ... .. .. Lib.
GOUK, JIM . K ootenay — Boundary —

Okanagan ................. British Columbia .. . .. CA
Graham, Bill .. ... ... Toronto Centre— Roseddle . Ontario ............. Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ......................... WindsorWest.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Grewal, GUIMaNt . . ...ttt e e e SurreyCentral ............. British Columbia . . ... CA
Grey, Deborah, Leader of theOpposition ......................... Edmonton North ........... Alberta.............. CA
GroSE, IVaN ... Oshawa ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Gruending, Dennis . ........... Saskatoon — Rosetown —

Biggar .................... Saskatchewan. .. ... .. NDP
Guarnieri,Albina........ ... MississaugaEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . ... Laurentides................ Quebec ............. BQ
Guimond,Michel ... ... ... ... Beauport — Montmorency —

Cote—de—Beaupré— lle-

dOrléans.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Hanger, Art ... CalgaryNortheast .......... Alberta.............. CA
Harb,Mac . ... OttawaCentre.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Hardy, LOUISE. . ... Yukon .............oo... Yukon ............. NDP
Harris,RichardM. ....... .. ... . Prince George — Bulkley

Valley .................... British Columbia .. . .. CA



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihdlla .... BritishColumbia ... .. CA
Harvard, John . . ... Charleswood St. James —
Assiniboia................. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
Harvey, André ... ... Chicoutimi ................ Quebec ............. Ind.
Hearn,Loyola ...... ... St.John'sWest............. Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Herron, John . .. ... Fundy —Roya ............ New Brunswick ... ... PC
Hill,Grant . ... Macleod .................. Alberta.............. CA
Hill,day ..o Prince George — PeaceRiver ~ BritishColumbia ... ... CA
Hilstrom,Howard ............cci i Selkirk — Interlake .. ....... Manitoba............ CA
Hoeppner, JakeE. . ... ... Portage— Lisgar........... Manitoba............ Ind.
Hubbard,Charles. ..... ... Miramichi ................. New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury
Board .. ... Trinity — Spadina........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand
NorthernDevelopment ............... i, Provencher ................ Manitoba. ........... Lib.
Jackson, OVid L. ... Bruce—Grey ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Jaffer, Rahim ... ... Edmonton — Strathcona .... Alberta.............. CA
Jennings,Marlene ........... ... . Notre-Dame-de-Grace—
Lachine ................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin. ............... Alberta.............. CA
JONES, JIM ..ot Markham.................. Oontario ............. PC
JOrdan, JOB . .. ... Leeds— Grenville ......... Oontario ............. Lib
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy ........... ... i Nunavut .................. Nunavut ............ Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt ...  Ontario ............. Lib.
Keddy, Gerald . ..... ... SouthShore ............... NovaScotia ......... PC
Kenney,Jason . ..........oiii Calgary Southeast .......... Alberta.............. CA
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Blackstrap . ................ Saskatchewan. .. ..... CA
KeYes, Stan . ... HamiltonWest ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Kilger,Bob . ... Stormont — Dundas —
Charlottenburgh . ........... Ontario ............. Lib.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .. Edmonton Southeast . ... . ... Alberta.............. Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ............ Elgin— Middlesex— London Ontario ............. Lib.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert .............. Saskatchewan......... CA
KraftSloan, Karen . ... YorkNorth ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Laliberte,Rick ... Churchill River ............ Saskatchewan........ NDP
Lalonde FranCing ...t Mercier ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lastewka,Walt . . ... St.Catharines .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... .. Joliette . ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond ........ ... Verdun — Saint-Henri . ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain............oii i Chambly .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government inthe
Houseof COmMMmMONS. . ... Scarborough — Rouge River Ontario ............. Lib.
Lefebvre REean ... .. ... Champlain ................ Quebec ............. Ind.
Leung, Sophia ...... ... Vancouver Kingsway ....... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Lill,Wendy . ... Dartmouth................. NovaScotia ......... NDP
Limoges, RICK . ... ... Windsor — St.Clair ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Lincoln, Clifford . ..... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ........... Quebec ............. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Whitby — Ajax ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Loubier, YVan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe— Bagot ... Quebec ............. BQ
Lowther, Bric ... CalgaryCentre ............. Alberta.............. CA
LUNN, GaIY ..ot Saanich— GulfIslands .. ... British Columbia . . ... CA
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor General of Canada ............ Cadigan .................. PrinceEdwardIsland . Lib.
MacKay,Peter ... .. ... Pictou — Antigonish —

Guysborough .............. NovaScotia ......... PC



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Mahoney, Steve . ... ..o MississaugaWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . ... Bramalea— Gore —
Malton— Springdale . .. .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justiceand
Attorney Generalof Canada. . ... Erie—Lincoln ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Mancini, Peter . ... . Sydney — Victoria .. .... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .......................... OttawaSouth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Manning, Preston . .. ... Calgary Southwest ... ....... Alberta.............. CA
Marceau,Richard . ............. ... ... Charlesbourg .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . QuébecEast ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Mark, INKy ... Dauphin— SwanRiver .. ... Manitoba............ CA
Marleau, Hon.Diane . . ...t Sudbury ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca... BritishColumbia .. ... CA
Martin,Pat . ........ .. WinnipegCentre ........... Manitoba............ NDP
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard .......... Quebec ............. Lib.
Matthews, Bill . ... Burin— St. George's .......... Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... . ... British Columbia .. . .. CA
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole .. ... Edmonton Southwest . ... ... Alberta.............. CA
McCormick,Larry ....... ..o Hastings— Frontenac —
Lennox and Addington. . .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
McDonough, AleXa. . ... Halifax.................... NovaScotia ......... NDP
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand
Agri—Food ... Egmont ................... PrinceEdward Island . Lib.
McKay,John . ... ScarboroughEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of
Canada. . ... EdmontonWest ............ Alberta.............. Lib.
McNally,Grant . ... Dewdney — Alouette .. . . ... British Columbia .. . .. CA
McTeague,Dan ....... ..o Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge Ontario ............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted . ... VancouverQuadra. .. ....... British Columbia . . ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ......... ... ... . Hochelaga— Maisonneuve.. Quebec ............. BQ
Mercier,Paul ........ ... . Terrebonne— Blainville .... Quebec ............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... South Surrey — White
Rock —Langley ........... BritishColumbia . ... .. CA
Mifflin,Hon.Fred . ... Bonavista— Trinity —
Conception ................ Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the
Whole . ... Kingstonandtheldands .... Ontario ............. Lib.
Mills, BOb . ..o RedDeer .................. Alberta.............. CA
Mills, DENNIST. ...t Broadview — Greenwood ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation .......... Beaches— East York ....... Oontario ............. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Devel opment)(Federal
Economic Development Initiativefor Northern Ontario) ......... Parry Sound — Muskoka.... Ontario ............. Lib.
MOITISON, LeB . . ..o CypressHills— Grasslands..  Saskatchewan. ....... CA
MuUISE, MarK . ..o WestNova ................ NovaScotia ......... PC
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
MYErs, LYNN ... Waterloo— Wellington ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern
Development . ....... ... Kenora— Rainy River . .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Bellechasse— Etchemins—
Development) . ... Montmagny — L’Idlet .. .... Quebec ............. Lib.
NUNZIata, JONN .. .. York South— Weston ... . ... Oontario ............. Ind.
Nystrom, Hon. Lorne ... Regina— Qu'Appelle ...... Saskatchewan. .. ..... NDP

O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheries
ANAOCEANS . ..ottt et Labrador .................. Newfoundland . ...... Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
O Brien,Pat ... London — Fanshawe ....... Ontario ............. Lib.
OReilly,John ... .. Haliburton — Victoria—
Brock .................. L Ontario ............. Lib.
Obhrai,Deepak . ..... ... CalgaryEast ............... Alberta.............. CA
Pagtakhan, Rey D. .. ... ... i Winnipeg North— St. Paul .. Manitoba............ Lib.
Pankiw, JIM ..o Saskatoon — Humboldt . .. .. Saskatchewan......... CA
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ~ Brome— Missisquoi ....... Quebec ............. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ............... ... ... L. NiagaraCentre ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works
and Government SErVICES . . . ... e vt MississaugaCentre ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Patry,Bernard . ........ ... Pierrefonds— Dollard ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver ................ Alberta.............. CA
PeriC, Janko . ... Cambridge ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Perron, GIllEeS—A. .. ... Riviére-des-Milleles. . .. .. QuebeC ............. BQ
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial
INSLtULIONS) . ... oo Willowdale ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade ........... Papineau— Saint-Denis .... Quebec ............. Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National
Revenue ........ ... HamiltonMountain ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... Drummond ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry . ... Chatham — Kent Essex ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFals............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS .. ... Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet —
Bécancour................. Quebec ............. BQ
Pratt, David . . ... Nepean— Carleton .. ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Price, David . ... Compton — Stanstead .. . ... Quebec ............. PC
Proctor, DicK . ... Paliser.................... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Proud, GEOrge . .....oi Hillsborough .............. PrinceEdwardIdland . Lib.
Proulx,Marcel ........ ... Hull — Aylmer ............ Quebec ............. Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...ttt SaultSte. Marie ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot.................. Alberta.............. Ind.- CA
Redman, Karen ... KitchenerCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reed, Julian .......... Haton .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reynolds, John. ... West Vancouver — Sunshine
Coast ........cooiiiii BritishColumbia . . . .. CA
Richardson,John . ..... ... Perth— Middlesex ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops, Thompson and
HighlandValleys........... British Columbia . .. .. NDP
RItZ, GOITY Battlefords— Lloydminster .  Saskatchewan........ CA
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .ol Westmount — Ville-Marie .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . Burnaby — Douglas . ........ British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ............. Quebec ............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . ... ......................... EtobicokeCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada Brossard— LaPrairie. ... . .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Repentigny ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... Kelowna .................. British Columbia . . ... CA
Scott, HON.ANdy .. ..o Fredericton ................ New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ... British Columbia . . ... CA
SEKOra, LOU . Port Moody — Coquitlam —
Port Coquitlam ............. British Columbia . .. .. Lib.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— Cochrane... Ontario ............. Lib.
SOrO, JUAY . . e YorkWest................. Oontario ............. Lib.

Shepherd, Alex . ... Durham ................... Oontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat .............. Alberta.............. CA
S0lomON, JONN . . ..o Regina— Lumsden — Lake
Centre .................... Saskatchewan. ... .. .. NDP
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Haldimand — Norfolk —
Trade .. ..o Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural
RESOUICES . ..ot Algoma— Manitoulin . .. ... Ontario ............. Lib
StHilaire,Caroline. ... Longueuil ................. Quebec ............. BQ
St=Jacques,Diane ... ... Shefford .................. Quebec ............. PC
SEIUHEN, GUY .. Abitibi — Baie-James—
Nunavik .................. Quebec ............. Lib
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce ............ Oontario ............. Lib
Stewart, Hon. Christine. . ... Northumberland. ........... Oontario ............. Lib
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human Resources Development .. . .. Brant ..................... Ontario ............. Lib
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap ... ... British Columbia .. . .. CA
Stoffer, Peter . ... Sackville— Musguodoboit
Valley — EasternShore ... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValey .............. British Columbia . . ... CA
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . ......... Ontario ............. Lib
Telegdi, Andrew . ... ... Kitchener — Waterloo ... ... Oontario ............. Lib
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the
Whole ... Saint-Lambert ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Thompson, Greg . .. ..o New Brunswick Southwest ..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ................. Alberta.............. CA
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the
Environment ... Burlington................. Oontario ............. Lib
Tremblay,Stéphan ......... ... i Lac-Saint-Jean ............ Quebec ............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ... Rimouski — Mitis.......... Quebec ............. BQ
Turp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.... Quebec ............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o Lambton — Kent —
Middlesex ................. Oontario ............. Lib
Valeri, TONY ..o Stoney Creek .............. Oontario ............. Lib
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . .. ..... PrinceEdward — Hastings .. Ontario ............. Lib
Vautour, ANgela. . . ... Beauségour — Petitcodiac ... NewBrunswick ...... PC
VEIacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............... Saskatchewan........ CA
Venng Piermrette . ... Saint—-Bruno — Saint—Hubert  Quebec ............. BQ
Volpe, JOSEPN . . ..o Eglinton — Lawrence. . ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest . . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ... Winnipeg North Centre ... ... Manitoba............ NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ................. New Brunswick . ..... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... EsseX ... Oontario ............. Lib.
White, Randy . ... ... Langley — Abbotsford . . . . .. British Columbia .. . .. CA
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver ........... British Columbia . . ... CA
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges................ Oontario ............. Lib
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert.................. Alberta.............. CA
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs .. Nipissing.................. Oontario ............. Lib

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; CA—Canadian Alliance; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic Party;

PC—Progressive Conservative; 1nd.—ndependent.
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Political
Nameof Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary — NoseHill .................. CA
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t CA
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l CA
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... CA
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... CA
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... CA
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol CA
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... CA
Grey, Deborah, Leader of theOpposition ... EdmontonNorth ..................... CA
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... CA
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., CA
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton — Strathcona .............. CA
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... CA
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... CA
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... CA
Manning, Preston . . . ... . Calgary Southwest . ................... CA
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. CA
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... CA
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... CA
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... CA
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ind.- CA
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ CA
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... CA
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... CA
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay — Columbia................ CA
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of theEnvironment ............................. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. CA
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta— South Richmond ............. CA
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . ................ Vancouver South— Burnaby .......... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... CA
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ CA
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam — CA
Burnaby ...
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni .................. CA
GOUK, JIM Kootenay — Boundary — Okanagan ... CA
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... CA
Harris, Richard M. .. ... .. Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... CA

Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihalla .............. CA



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Hill day ..o Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... CA
Leung, Sophia . ... ... VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
LUNN, GaIY ..t e Saanich— Gulfldands ............... CA
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. CA
Mayfield, Philip ... ..o Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. CA
MCNallY, Grant .. ... Dewdney — Alouette . ................ CA
MCEWhINney, Ted . . . ... e VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... .. South Surrey — WhiteRock — Langley  CA
Reynolds, JONN . . ... . West Vancouver — SunshineCoast . . . .. CA
RIS, NEISON .. Kamloops, Thompson and Highland NDP
Valleys ...
RODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... . Burnaby —Douglas .................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e Kelowna .................oooiiL. CA
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... CA
SEKOI, LOU ..t Port Moody — Coquitlam — Port Lib.
Coquitlam ..................... .
SHNSON, Darrel . ... Okanagan—Shuswap ................ CA
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValey ........................ CA
White, Randy . .. ... .. Langley — Abbotsford . ............... CA
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... CA
MANITOBA (14)

Alcock, Reg, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. WinnipegSouth ...................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... Winnipeg— Transcona ............... NDP
Borotsik, RIiCK . ... .. Brandon—Souris.................... PC
Degarlais, Bev . . ... Churchill ............................ NDP
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic

Diversification)(Francophonie) . ............. i SaintBoniface .............. .. ... Lib.
Harvard, JONN . . ... Charleswood St. James— Assiniboia ... Lib.
Hilstrom, Howard .. ... e Selkirk—Interlake . .................. CA
Hoeppner, JaKE E. .. ... Portage—Lisgar..................... Ind.
Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpMENt .. ... Provencher ........... ...t Lib.
Mark, INKY .. Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... CA
Martin, Pat ... ... . WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Pagtakhan, Rey D. .. ... . Winnipeg North— St. Paul ............ Lib.
WasylyCia—LeiS,Judy . ...... ...t WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue— Mactaquac ................ PC
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Ministerof Labour .. ........... ... ... ... ... .. Moncton — Riverview — Dieppe ...... Lib.
DUDE JEAN . ..o Madawaska— Restigouche............ PC
GOiN, YVON . ..o Acadie—Bathurst ................... NDP
Herron, JONN . . ... Fundy —Royal ...................... PC
Hubbard, Charles. . ... ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
SCOtt, HON. ANy . .. Fredericton .......................... Lib.
ThOMPSON, Greg . . ..ot e e e New Brunswick Southwest ............ PC



12

Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beauséjour — Petitcodiac ............. PC
Wayne ElSie. . ... SaintJohn ........................... PC
NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
Baker, Hon. George S., Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) . ..ot Gander — GrandFals ................ Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . oottt Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Hearn, Loyola . ... ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St.George’'s . .............. .. Lib.
MiIfflin, Hon. Fred . ..o Bonavista— Trinity — Conception. . . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans... Labrador ............................ Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt . . ... Kings—Hants....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland— Colchester ............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... Brasd'Or — CapeBreton ............. NDP
Barle, Gordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore .................cint. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou — Antigonish — Guysborough .. PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney — Victoria ................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . . ..o Halifax...........oooiiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
Stoffer, Peter . ..o Sackville— Musguodoboit Valley — NDP
EasternShore ........................
NUNAVUT (1)
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ......... ... Nunavut ............................ Lib.
ONTARIO (103)
AdamS, PEtEr . ... Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAAOUN AN, SarKiS . . . ..o BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . ... LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier, Colleen . . ... BramptonWest — Mississauga. . . ... .. Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Timmins— JamesBay ................ Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage ......... Ottawa— Vanier ..................... Lib.
Bellemare, Eugéne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation . Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan — King—Aurora ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ...... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.

Brown, Bonnie, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Oakville..............cooiiiint, Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth— Burlington ............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ..., Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . .. Dufferin— Peel — Wellington— Grey .  Lib.
Cannis, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry . ..................... ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, Hon. Elinor, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration ..................... Thornhill ............. ... ... ... Lib.
Carroll, ATLEEN ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest — Nepean ............... Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ....... ... Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke . . . .. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ...t DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e Thunder Bay — Superior North ........ Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Cullen, Roy, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Finance ....................... EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers,Paul ... ... SimcoeNorth ........................ Lib.
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport .................. Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ...........cooiiiiiin... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford ... Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, JONN . . . DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre— Rosedale ........... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................c i i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ............ Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Jackson, OVId L. ..o Bruce—Grey ...l Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
KOV ES, AN . . .o HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont — Dundas— Charlottenburgh  Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary toPrimeMinister .......................... Elgin— Middlesex—London ... ...... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . . ... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of

COIMIMONS . . o ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Limoges, RICK .. ... .o Windsor —St.Clair .................. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Labour . .................... Whithy — Ajax ...................... Lib.
MahoNeY, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . .. ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton — Lib.

Springdale............. ...l

Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

Of Canada . . ... Erie—Lincoln ...................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry ................ . i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marleau, HON. Diane . . . .. ..o e Sudbury ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and Lib.

Addington............ ...

MceKay, JONN .. ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan . .. ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge . .. ...... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
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MIllS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation ........................ Beaches— EastYork ................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Development)(Federal Economic

Development Initiativefor NorthernOntario) ...t Parry Sound — Muskoka. ............. Lib.
MUITAY, L8N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.
MYEIS, LYNN .« e Waterloo— Wellington ............... Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ...... .. Kenora— RainyRiver ................ Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e e York South—Weston ................ Ind.
O BIHEN, Pat . ... London —Fanshawe ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Haliburton — Victoria— Brock . . ... ... Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ....... ... i NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Worksand

GOVErNMMENESEIVICES . ..ottt e e e e MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ................... L Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue ............ HamiltonMountain ................... Lib.
PiCKard, JBrTY . Chatham — KentEssex ............... Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . .. ... Nepean— Carleton................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen .. ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton ..., Lib.
Richardson, JOhn . . ... Perth— Middlesex ................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . .. .......... ..o EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— Cochrane ............. Lib.
SO0, JUAY . . e YorkWest. ...t Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haldimand — Norfolk — Brant ........ Lib.
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources........... Algoma— Manitoulin ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, HON. Christine . . . . ... e Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment ................... Brant ............c Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArew . ... Kitchener—Waterloo ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of theEnvironment ............ Burlington........................... Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAlE . .. e Lambton — Kent — Middlesex ........ Lib.
VA, TONY . Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
VOIPE, JOSEPN . . .o Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib
WIlTEIt, BIrYON ..o OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiit. Lib.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs ................ NipisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ......... ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor Generalof Canada .. ........................ Cadigan ............coiiiiiiiia Lib.
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . . .. Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.

Proud, GEOIgE . ... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
QUEBEC (75)
Alarie HEBNE. . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccoouioi... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond — Arthabaska.............. PC
Bachand, Claude . .. ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Ahuntsic ............... .. ... Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ... ... . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres— Les—Patriotes ............ BQ
BENiEr, YVaN . .o Bonaventure— Gaspé— Tles—deda— BQ
Madeleine—Pabok ..................
Bertrand, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence........... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, PIETe . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cardin, SErgE . .ot Sherbrooke ................ BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of State
(Economic Development Agency of Canadafor the Regionsof Quebec) ......... Outremont........................... Lib.
Charbonneau, Y von, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health . ................ Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ..................an. Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . .. ...ttt e e Frontenac— Mégantic ................ BQ
Coderre, Denis, Secretary of State (Amateur Sport) . ... Bourassa ..., Lib.
CotlEr, INWIN L MountRoyal ........................ Lib.
Cré&te, Paul ... .. Kamouraska— Riviére-du—Loup — BQ
Témiscouata— LesBasgues . ..........
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ............. . i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... o LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, NiCK . ... ..o Vaudreuil — Soulanges ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ottt e e e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—-de-la—Chaudiere. . . . .. BQ
Duceppe, GIlleS . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUIICE . . . o e et Argenteuil — Papineau — Mirabel .. ... BQ
Folco,Raymonde . ....... . i LavalWest ...............cooiiii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain .. ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard — Saint—Michel ........ Lib.
Gagnon, ChIiStiang . .......o.i i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ................coooiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..o e e e e Laurentides................ ... BQ
Guimond, Michel .. ... . Beauport — Montmorency — Cote-de-  BQ
Beaupré— lle-d’'Orléans..............
Harvey, ANAre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... Ind.
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace— Lachine .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Laurin ReNG . . .. Joliette . ... BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... ... i Verdun— Saint-Henri ................ Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ

LefbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... Ind.
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Lincoln, CHfford . ...... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
LOUDIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. QuébecEast ......................... BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........... .. ..o ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne— Blainville .............. BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) .. . .. Bellechasse— Etchemins— Lib.
Montmagny — L’Islet ................

Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs .............. Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Patry, Bernard ... ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Paron, GIllES—A. . .. oo Riviere—des-Mille-iles................ BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade . ........................ Papineau— Saint-Denis .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . .. ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet— Bécancour . BQ
Price, David . ... Compton— Stanstead ................ PC
Proulx, MarCel ... ... Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible

forlnfrastructure ... ... Westmount — Ville-Marie ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor Generalof Canada . ............ Brossard— LaPrairie................. Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .......... ... PC
SEIUHEN, GUY ..o Abitibi — Baie-James— Nunavik. .. . ... Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint—=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNe . .. ... .o Rimouski — Mitis.................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Bruno — Saint—Hubert .......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Balley, ROy ... o Souris— MooseMountain ............ CA
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. CA
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . ......... ... Wascana ..........ccooviiiiiiiin.... Lib.
Gruending, DenNiS .. ... Saskatoon — Rosetown — Biggar ... . .. NDP
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ... CA
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ CA
Laliberte, RIiCK . ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . e CypressHills— Grasslands. . .......... CA
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE ... . e Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... CA
Proctor, DICK . ... Paliser..........coo i NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords— Lloydminster ........... CA
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — LakeCentre. . . .. NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..o e e e Wanuskewin. .............coovvnnn... CA

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON .o NDP
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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Sue Barnes Vice-Chairs: John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Claude Bachand Jim Gouk David Iftody John O’ Rellly (16)
Ray Bonin lvan Grose Nancy Karetak—Lindell Mike Scott
Paul DeVillers Louise Hardy Gerald Keddy Guy St—-Julien
Ghidain Fournier
Associate Members
Carolyn Bennett Bill Casey Maurice Godin Gilles-A. Perron
Cliff Breitkreuz Pierre de Savoye Richard Harris Daniel Turp
René Canuel Gordon Earle Rick Laliberte Maurice Vellacott
Serge Cardin Reed Elley
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chair: John Harvard Vice-Chairs: Murray Calder
Howard Hilstrom
Hélene Alarie Odina Desrochers Joe McGuire Gerry Ritz (16)
Mark Assad Gar Knutson lan Murray Paul Steckle
Rick Borotsik Larry McCormick Dick Proctor Rose-Marie Ur
Garry Breitkreuz
Associate Members
Peter Adams Michelle Dockrill Lynn Myers Greg Thompson
Roy Bailey Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Lorne Nystrom Myron Thompson
Leon Benoit John Maloney John Solomon Suzanne Tremblay
Paul Bonwick Lee Morrison Guy St—-Julien Daniel Turp
Rick Casson
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chair: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairs: Inky Mark
DennisMills
Mauril Bélanger Irwin Cotler Rick Limoges Alex Shepherd (16)
Paul Bonwick Pierre de Savoye Eric Lowther Caroline St—Hilaire
Cliff Breitkreuz Wendy Lill Mark Muise Bryon Wilfert
Sarmite Bulte
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Paul Forseth Benoit Sauvageau
André Bachand Serge Cardin Christiane Gagnon Guy St-Julien
Claude Bachand Antoine Dubé Rick Laliberte Suzanne Tremblay
Carolyn Bennett Maurice Dumas Peter MacK ay Daniel Turp
Rick Borotsik Gordon Earle Louis Plamondon Elsie Wayne
SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE STUDY OF SPORT IN CANADA
Chair: DennisMills Vice-Chairs: Steve Mahoney
Inky Mark
Marlene Jennings Peter MacK ay Beth Phinney John Solomon (11
Raymond Lavigne Pat O’Brien George Proud Caroline St—Hilaire
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CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Chair: Joe Fontana Vice—Chairs: L eon Benoit
Steve Mahoney
Rob Anders John Bryden Pat Martin Pauline Picard (16)
Jean Augustine Sophia Leung John McKay David Price
Bernard Bigras Rick Limoges Grant McNally Andrew Telegdi
Paul Bonwick
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Gordon Earle Réal Ménard Suzanne Tremblay
Serge Cardin Louise Hardy Deepak Obhrai Daniel Turp
Libby Davies Francine Lalonde Diane St-Jacques
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Chair: Charles Caccia Vice—Chairs: Rahim Jaffer
Karen Kraft Sloan
Marlene Catterall Jocelyne Girard-Bujold John Herron David Pratt (16)
David Chatters Gurmant Grewal Joe Jordan Julian Reed
Jean-Guy Chrétien Dennis Gruending Walt Lastewka Paddy Torsney
Nick Discepola
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Chuck Cadman Rick Laliberte Judy Sgro
Peter Adams Serge Cardin Clifford Lincoln Guy St-Julien
Héléne Alarie Aileen Carroll Peter Mancini Peter Stoffer
Leon Benoit John Duncan David Price Stéphan Tremblay
Bernard Bigras Louise Hardy Nelson Riis Daniel Turp
Pierre Brien
FINANCE
Chair: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice—Chairs: Nick Discepola
Richard Harris
Scott Brison Albina Guarnieri Richard Marceau Karen Redman (16)
Roy Cullen Sophia Leung Lorne Nystrom Monte Solberg
Ken Epp Yvan Loubier Gary Pillitteri Paul Szabo
Roger Gallaway
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Joe Fontana Rick Limoges Nelson Riis
Rob Anders Paul Forseth Gary Lunn Benoit Sauvageau
Carolyn Bennett Christiane Gagnon Peter MacK ay Werner Schmidt
Rick Borotsik Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Alexa McDonough Alex Shepherd
Pierre Brien Monique Guay Bob Mills John Solomon
Serge Cardin John Herron Lynn Myers Guy St-Julien
Joe Comuzzi Dale Johnston Gilles-A. Perron Stéphan Tremblay
Odina Desrochers Jim Jones Pauline Picard Daniel Turp
Norman Doyle Jason Kenney Charlie Power Tony Valeri

Antoine Dubé
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chair: Wayne Easter Vice-Chairs: John Duncan
Carmen Provenzano
Sarkis Assadourian Bill Gilmour Bill Matthews Lou Sekora (16)
Gérard Asselin Nancy Karetak—Lindell Lawrence O’ Brien Paul Steckle
Yvan Bernier Gerad Keddy Marcel Proulx Peter Stoffer
John Cummins
Associate Members
GillesBernier Ghidain Fournier Svend Robinson Mike Scott
René Canuel Yvon Godin Yves Rocheleau Suzanne Tremblay
Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield
SUB-COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE AND OCEANSACT

Chair: Carmen Provenzano Vice—Chair:

Yvan Bernier Bill Gilmour Peter Stoffer 4
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chair: Bill Graham Vice—Chairs: Colleen Beaumier
Deepak Obhrai
Sarkis Assadourian Gurmant Grewal Fred Mifflin Y ves Rocheleau (18)
Jean Augustine Francine Lalonde Denis Paradis Bob Speller
André Bachand Diane Marleau Bernard Patry Darrel Stinson
Maud Debien Ted McWhinney Svend Robinson
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Irwin Cotler Gurbax Malhi Marcel Proulx
Eleni Bakopanos Paul Créte Richard Marceau Nelson Riis
Eugeéne Bellemare Maurice Dumas Keith Martin Alex Shepherd
Carolyn Bennett Raymonde Folco Pat Martin John Solomon
Bill Blaikie Dennis Gruending Paul Mercier Diane St-Jacques
Sarmite Bulte Jim Hart Bob Mills Chuck Strahl
Murray Calder Jason Kenney Lee Morrison Stéphan Tremblay
Serge Cardin René Laurin Lorne Nystrom Suzanne Tremblay
Aileen Carroll Sophia Leung Pauline Picard Daniel Turp
Rick Casson
SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Colleen Beaumier Vice—Chair:
Jean Augustine Eugeéne Bellemare Maud Debien Svend Robinson 9
Eleni Bakopanos Aileen Carroll Keith Martin Diane St-Jacques

SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE, TRADE DISPUTES AND INVESTMENT

Chair:

Sarkis Assadourian
André Bachand

Sarmite Bulte

Bill Blaikie
Murray Calder

Vice-Chair:

Richard Marceau
Deepak Obhrai

Alex Shepherd 9
Bob Speller
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Chair: Lynn Myers
Y von Charbonneau Réal Ménard
Christiane Gagnon Bob Mills
Bill Matthews Marcel Proulx
Ted McWhinney
Carolyn Bennett Libby Davies
Bernard Bigras Pierre de Savoye

Serge Cardin
Jean-Guy Chrétien

Michelle Dockrill
Jocelyne Girard-Bujold

HEALTH

Vice-Chairs: Reed Elley

Ovid Jackson

Karen Redman
Paul Szabo
Greg Thompson

Associate Members

John Herron
Grant Hill
Sophia Leung
John Maloney

Rose-Marie Ur (16)
Maurice Vellacott
Judy Wasylycia-Leis

Pauline Picard
Guy St-Julien
Suzanne Tremblay
Daniel Turp

HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES
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