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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, June 9, 2000

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1010)
[English]
CRIMESAGAINST HUMANITY ACT

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-19, an act
respecting genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes and
to implement the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court,
as reported (with amendment) from the committee.

SPEAKER'SRULING

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): There are nine motions
in amendment standing on the notice paper for report stage of Bill
C-19, an act respecting genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes and to implement the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court and to make consequential amendments to other
acts.

[Translation]

Motions Nos. 1, 3, 4 and 7 will be grouped for debate and voted
on as follows:

(a) the vote on Motion No. 1 will apply to Motions Nos. 3and 7;

(b) if Motion No. 1 is concurred in, a vote will be necessary on
Motion No.4;

(c) however if motion No. 1 is negatived, it will be unnecessary
to proceed with the vote on Motion No. 4.

[English]

Motions Nos. 2, 5, 6, 8 and 9 will be grouped for debate and
voted on as follows: Motions Nos. 2, 5, 6, 8 and 9 will be voted on

separately.
[Translation]

I will now put Motions Nos. 1, 3, 4 and 7 to the House.

Mr. Daniel Turp: Madam Speaker, | rise on a point of order. |
read the Chair’'s decision on the acceptability of certain of the
amendments to Bill C-19 | introduced. | find the Chair’s decision
on two of them questionable and | would ask that it be reviewed.

At issue are the two motions dealing with the schedule. Basical-
ly, both amendments are aimed at making sure the complete text of
the Rome Statute is incorporated into the schedule to the bill,
whereas currently only two articles are incorporated in the bill asit
now stands.

These two motions were supposedly found out of order because
the amendments went beyond the scope of the bill. | find it difficult
to understand how the amendments go beyond the scope of the bill
as they are aimed at incorporating the whole statute when some
parts of it are already incorporated into the bill.

The true aim of these amendments is to circulate the text of the
Rome Statute so that citizens may learn what it is all about when
they read the act, as is the case with other implementing actswhich
include the text of the Geneva conventions, for instance, or of the
treaties on antipersonnel mines or the nuclear test ban, which were
recently passed by this House.

| urge the Chair to review the decision and rule in order two of
the amendments aimed at incorporating the complete text of the
Rome Statute in Bill C-19.

TheActing Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): At thistime | would like
to take the point of order raised by the member under advisement
and we will get back to him on that very soon.

MOTIONSIN AMENDMENT

Mr. Daniel Turp (Beauharnois—Salaberry, BQ) moved:
Motion No. 1

That Bill C-19, in Clause 2, be amended by adding after line 19 on page 1 the
following:

““*Minister””, in relation to any provision of this Act, means such member of the
Queen’sPrivy Council for Canadaasisdesignated by the Governor in Council asthe
Minister for the purposes of that provision.”

Motion No. 3

That Bill C-19 be amended by adding after line 14 on page 2 the following new
clause:
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3.1 The Governor in Council may, by order, designate any member of the
Queen’s Privy Council for Canada to be the Minister for the purposes of any
provision of this Act.”

Motion No. 4

That Bill C-19 be amended by adding after line 14 on page 2 the following new
clause:

**3.1 The Minister may designate any person to exercise the powers and perform
the duties and functions of the Minister under this Act that are specified in the
designation and on that designation that person may exercise those powers and shall
perform those duties and functions subject to such terms and conditions, if any, as
are specified in the designation.”

Motion No. 7

That Bill C-19 be amended by adding after line 14 on page 22 the following new
clause:

*32.1 The Minister shal prepare an annual report with respect to the
implementation of this Act and shall cause a copy of the report to be laid before the
House of Commons within three months after the end of each financial year or, if the
House is not then sitting, on any of the first fifteen days next thereafter that it is
sitting.”

® (1015)

He said: Madam Speaker, we have noticed that some of the
clauses which are the subject of the amendments you just read
cannot be found in several pieces of legislation recently passed by
the House of Commons to implement international conventions.

For example, in the Anti-Personnel Mines Convention Imple-
mentation Act and in the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty
Implementation Act, it says at the beginning that a particular
minister is designated by the governor in council to administer the
act and that it is possible for that minister to delegate this
responsibility to another minister.

In the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Implementation
Act, thereis also aprovision that was added, at our request, to take
into account the way in which Australia fulfilled its obligations
under that convention, provision whereby the minister was re-
quired to submit an annual report on the application of the act in
order to inform the people about how the act was administered and
how it allowed the country to fulfil its obligations under the treaty
to which it had become a party.

That is the reason why amendments such as these could not only
be useful, but could also give more consistency to the various
implementation bills this Parliament is called upon to pass so that
Canada's international obligations under the treaties to which it
becomes a party are fulfilled.

| am calling here for a certain degree of consistency in our treaty
implementation legislation, a consistency which is lacking and
which the House should reflect upon more deeply since we do not
seem to be able to have the same legidative practices whether we
are dealing with the anti-personnel mines convention or, in this
case, with the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

These amendments would improve the bill and give more
consistency to our treaty implementation legislation.

Hon. David Kilgour (Secretary of State (Latin America and
Africa), Lib.): Madam Speaker, | want to thank my hon. colleague.
| know that he is a renowned scholar and that everybody respects
his opinions as an international law professor.

[English]

The importance of establishing the international criminal court
literally cannot be overstated. The court is a legacy of the Nurem-
berg war trials which came out of the ashes of the Holocaust and
the second world war.

We are al aware of the depths of horror that the 20th century
brought to millions and millions of our fellow human beingson this
planet. There have been forced famines, genocides, mass expul-
sions, mass rapes, that horrible term ethnic cleansing, and every
war crime one could imagine. Those who commit those crimes
from now on must be held accountabl e to humanity. People who do
these things must no longer be able to hide anywhere on the face of
the earth. In order for the international criminal court to be created,
60 nations must ratify this proposal before December of this year.

® (1020)

Many members of the House have recognized the importance
and the urgency of ratifying the international criminal court and
actively urge other nations to follow suit.

Human rights NGOs have echoed repeatedly the urgency of
passing the bill at committee hearings. | would like to commend in
particular the members for Mount Royal, Burnaby—Douglas and
our colleague from Mercier for their unequivocal commitment to
seeing the establishment of the court and the timely adoption of
this bill.

May | also commend the members of the foreign affairs commit-
tee and in particular the chair, the hon. member for Toronto
Centre—Rosedale, who played a most productive, thoughtful and
constructive role at the committee.

[Translation]

The hon. member for Beauharnois—Salaberry is very much
aware of that because he was fully involved maybe more than any
other member in the committee hearings and he knows that the
committee heard a lot of testimony.

[English]

It passed 18 amendments as a result of suggestions from
members of all parties, including the hon. member’s own party. |
understand it was a most non-partisan, collaborative and satisfying
process such that the chair referred to it in the House the other day.
He said, ‘1 should like to take one minute and share an observation
with the House. It is often said that in committee time is not given
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to study bills properly and to amend them. | urge members of the
Houseto have alook at the many amendments which were made to
this bill with the co-operation of all members’. The member for
Beauharnois—Salaberry expressed his satisfaction with the pro-
cess caling it “une expérience tout a fait extraordinaire”.

It is therefore a surprise, although it is perfectly proper as the
member knows, to see a further 20 amendments at report stage,
possibly knowing it would delay passage of the bill while there are
only avery critical few daysleft in the House before adjournment. |
would submit that the amendments are either identical or similar to
those considered thoroughly at the committee stage, or more
relevant to the hon. member’s persona interest, the role of
parliament in treaty implementation.

[Translation]

Thus, we were surprised on this side of the House to see the hon.
member submit so many amendments this morning. It must be
clear that the government cannot accept any of these amendments.
I must also clarify something: | mentioned that 60 countries must
approve the treaty; thisis a ratification issue. Sixty countries must
ratify the treaty before it can come into effect.

[English]

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to have the opportunity to speak to Bill C-19 and the
various amendments.

This bill is very important for all of us. As has been indicated it
relates to the implementation of Canada's obligations under the
Rome statute regarding the international criminal court. This hill
would certainly make it an offence to commit genocide, a crime
against humanity, or a war crime.

When we look around today we see so many examples of war
crimes and atrocities being committed that this is a certainly an
area we have to pay dtrict attention to. Human life is our most
valuable resource and asset. We see crimes being committed
against humanity, against children, women and quite often inno-
cent bystanders of war. This is an area that we have to seriously
look at.

Looking at the background of this situation, it was in July 1998
that 160 nations decided in Rome to establish a permanent interna-
tional criminal court. This was a big move forward in terms of
looking after the interests of mankind and protecting humanity.

® (1025)

The bill deals with the implementation of Canada’s obligations
and indeed is very important. Canada has been a strong proponent
for the establishment of the international criminal court. It has
often been suggested that our poor record at home in prosecuting
suspected war criminals is something to look at closely.

Government Orders

We certainly support implementing our obligations. With respect
to the amendments, | support my hon. colleague from the Bloc
Quebecois concerning the necessity of an annual report. | believe
that isin Motion No. 7. An annual report is important because it
brings about accountability and transparency. It is the record and
way of informing the public as to what we are doing on issues. We
know how very important annual reports are so we support the
motion.

I will not speak to the amendments tabled today because we have
not had the opportunity to study them. However, certainly we
would support anything that helps or alleviates some of the
suffering we see as a result of war crimes, and brings about a fair
process to dea with that kind of situation.

As an aside, we talk about war crimes and define them in terms
of genocide and various acts and atrocities. In the whole process of
war and our involvement, when we send our troops abroad into the
battlefield, we have to have a much broader definition of what is
criminal, what really can be ““criminal’ when it comes to how we
treat our own people who defend our shores. In alot of instances
we have to draw our attention to what we ourselves do by way of
supporting or not supporting our troops when they are on missions.

Thereisonethingwhich | think isavery serious*‘ crime’’. When
asoldier who has dedicated and devoted hislifeto our country goes
off to war and he is concerned about taking a vaccine that could
harm him because of problems with that vaccine, he faces a court
martial. The individual has to go through the strain, stress and
turmoil of a court martial. It places stress on him, his family and
others close to him. There are the costs involved. When he is
successful and a judge pronounces that something has been done
wrong and his rights have been violated, then the government sees
fit to institute an appeal against that decision and the individual is
put through further turmoil, strife, pain and suffering. Thisto meis
a crime in itself and is something we have to look at.

We cannot talk about being concerned about war crimes and
what happensin other parts of the world when here at home we put
our own people through what can be truly described as a criminal
experience.

With those comments | conclude my remarks. When we look at
these things | urge that we truly consider what we are saying and
where we are coming from in our own hearts and minds.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean Dubé (Madawaska—Restigouche, PC): Madam
Speaker, | am pleased to speak today on Bill C-19, an act respecting
genocide, crimes against humanity and ward crimes.

The Progressive Conservative Party supports and applauds this
excellent initiative by the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

First of al, | should like to congratulate the members of the
standing committee on foreign affairs, who all worked together on
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this initiative without any needless party politics. Moreover, the
committee report was tabled this week and al members are, |
believe, pleased with the way it has turned out.

Much can be said about this bill. | believe it would be advisable
to review the main thrust of Bill C-19.

® (1030)

The purpose of Bill C-19 is to implement Canada’s obligations
under the Rome Statute, adopted by the United Nations Diplomatic
Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of an Interna-
tional Criminal Court, the ICC, on July 17, 1998. In order to have a
clear understanding of this bill, it is important to first of al have a
clear understanding of the objective and scope of the Rome Statute.

The Statute was approved in July 1998 by 120 countries and will
come into existence after ratification by the parliaments of 60
states. The ICC will be the first permanent international instance
mandated to investigate the most serious of crimes under interna-
tional law: genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes.

| am proud. It was high time for Canada to show some leadership
by ensuring that the authors of these horrible crimes are charged
and punished. With so many liveslost, the international community
should work together in order to do something.

With Bill C-19 Canada joins forces with the numerous countries,
which are taking the necessary steps to integrate the Rome Statute
with their nationa legidation. Although nine states have aready
ratified the Statute, it is a source of pride to the Progressive
Conservatives Party that Canada is one of the first to enact
legidation to implement the Rome Statute.

According to the Department of Justice there are presently in
Canada 400 people that are deemed to have been involved in war
crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide.

It is totally unacceptable that those war criminals could quietly
live as if nothing had happened. Canada does not want to be
recognized as a haven for war criminals.

The clock was ticking. The international community had to get
together to devel op a permanent organization having all the powers
to fulfil it's obligations. We could not ignore the atrocities com-
mitted in some countries under the guise of war any more. It was
too easy, and unfortunately, the previous system of ad hoc tribunals
was not very efficient. Being a permanent organization, the ICC
will be able to fulfil its mandate.

Clause 4 of the bill states that every person who commits
genocide, a crime against humanity or a war crime is guilty of an
indictable offence. The definition of those three terms is based on
sections 6, 7 and 8 of the Rome Statute.

It is an addition to the crimina code since every person
convicted of one of these offences is sentenced to life emprisone-
ment if their crime wasintentional. In all other cases, that personis
liable to life imprisonment.

® (1035)

These measures would apply to offences committed in Canada
and would allow the government to bring an action against the
perpetrators or to extradite them so that they can be judged by the
ICC. As| have already said, it isareal improvement because it was
very difficult for the Department of Justice to prosecute war
criminas who had found refuge in Canada because of the court’s
decision in the Finta case that we have aready talked about.

There is however an element on which | would like to come
back, and it is the defence argument of obedience to the orders of a
superior. It will be remembered that in his client's defence, Mr.
Finta's lawyer argued correctly that, under the criminal code, the
defence of obedience to a superior's orders was available to
members of the military or police forces.

From now on this kind of defence will no longer be available,
except under international law. These provisions were necessary.

Another feature of the bill is its retroactivity. Some expressed
reservations about this. Nevertheless, | want to congratulate the
minister and the committee on their work. In most cases, the events
in question occurred as far back as the second world war or during
conflicts prior to the signing of the Rome Statute.

One must be redlistic. Since most of the events date back more
than 50 years, it is becoming increasingly difficult to find the
individuals who perpetrated war crimes or crimes against human-
ity, especially under the nazi regime. Moreover, justice department
officials had difficulty finding witnesses to those events to justify
the extradition. If the bill had not applied retroactively, it would not
have made sense.

Bill C-19 is fairly complete, asit givesjurisdiction to Canadian
courts in the case of offences committed outside Canada through
clause 8. This clause also recognizes that Canadian courts have the
authority to prosecute any person charged with having committed
specific acts, providing one of the conditions listed exists.

With respect to Bill C-19, Canada now has an obligation to
surrender people caught by the ICC for genocide, crimes against
humanity and war crimes. | could say alot more about the need for
such a bill, but in conclusion | will mention that victims of war
have suffered terrible ordeals, and through Bill C-19 Canada takes
the position that no war criminal is safe or welcome within our
borders.

This position has the support of Canadians and the Progressive
Conservative Party. We do not want our great country to serve asa
haven for war criminals.
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TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isthe House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): The question is on
Motion No. 1. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

TheActing Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): All thosein favour of the
(motion, amendment) will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): In my opinion the nays
have it.

Some hon. members. On division.

TheActing Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): | declare the motion lost
on division.

(Motion No. 1 negatived)

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Consequently, | also
declare Motions Nos. 3 and 7 negatived.

I will now put the motions in Group No. 2 to the House.
® (1040)

Mr. Daniel Turp (Beauharnois—Salaberry, BQ) moved:
Motion No. 2

That Bill C-19 be amended by adding after line 12 on page 2 the following new
clause:

2.1 The purpose of this Act is to implement Canada’s obligations under the
Rome Statute.”

Motion No. 5

That Bill C-19, in Clause 8, be amended by replacing lines 30 to 43 on page 9 and
lines 1 to 6 on page 10 with the following:

**8. A person who is alleged to have committed an offence under section 6 or 7
may be prosecuted for that offence if, at the time the offence is alleged to have been
committed, Canada could exercise jurisdiction over the person.”

Government Orders
Motion No. 6

That Bill C-19 be amended by adding after line 2 on page 11 the following new
clause:

*“11.1 For greater certainty, in proceedings for an offence under any of sections 4
to 7, an accused who formerly occupied a position as aHead of State or government,
member of a Government or parliament, elected representative or government
official and who, at the time of the proceedings, no longer occupies that position,
may not rely on immunities or special procedural rules that may attach, by virtue of
statute law or common law, to the official capacity of the person.”

Motion No. 8

That Bill C-19 be amended by adding after line 14 on page 22 the following new
clause:

“32.1 A certificate issued by the Minister of Foreign Affairs stating that at a
certain time a state of war or armed conflict existed between Canada and the state
named therein is admissible in evidence in any proceedings in respect of an act or
omission that constitutes an offence under this Act and is conclusive proof of the
facts so stated.”

Motion No. 9

That Bill C-19, in Clause 70, be amended by replacing lines 23 and 24 on page 37
with the following:

**of the Extradition Act, the Visiting Forces Act, the Crimes Against Humanity and
War Crimes Act or the Foreign Missions and International”

He said: Madam Speaker, that group of maotions will give us the
opportunity to comment on the substance of Bill C-19.

As a plenipotentiary in this House and after hearing with
pleasure the comments of my colleagues from the Progressive
Conservative Party and the New Democratic Party, as well as those
of the Secretary of Statefor Latin Americaand Africa, | would like
to begin my speech on the second series of my substantive
amendments to this the bill by saying that the Bloc Quebecois
strongly supports Bill C-19.

We believe that it is very important for the House to pass the bill
so it can become an inspiration for other nations or parliaments that
will aso be called upon to meet their international obligations by
fulfilling the commitments resulting from their participation in the
Rome conference, the adoption of the statute, its signature and its
ultimate ratification, which usually follows the adoption of an
implementation bill like Bill C-19.

It istrue that Canada could become one of the main advocates of
the statute in the international community to convince 50 other
states to ratify the Rome Statute. So far, ten nations, one very
recently, have ratified the statute. We need 50 more countries to
pass similar legislation so that the statute can come into force and
the International criminal court can start to operate, try and, if need
be, sentence people found guilty of serious crimes, crimes against
humanity, genocide or war crimes.

Consequently the Bloc fully supports the bill and, with my
colleagues from Mercier and Laval Centre, we co-operated in the
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work of the committee to improve the bill. However, there is till
room for improvement. That is the object of some of our amend-
ments at report stage. Incidentally, we had made our intentions
known in this regard in committee.

® (1045)

| understand the secretary of state's surprise, but is it not
appropriate sometimes for the opposition to surprise the govern-
ment? It always has so many surprises in store for us.

In this case, we wanted to propose a few amendments to further
improve the bill. | will call the members' attention to two of those
amendments for the purposes of this debate and, most likely, for
the purposes of the arguments that may take be raised before the
courts that will be called upon to enforce this legislation, prosecute
and eventually convict the authors of such serious crimes.

Motion No. 5, which amends clause 8 of the hill, would give
Canadian courts extended universal jurisdiction in the case of
serious international crimes such as those covered by Bill C-19. In
this bill, universal jurisdiction is limited in scope because there has
to be some kind of connection with regard to the nationality of the
victim or the accused, or to the person who, during an armed
conflict, committed a war crime.

Thereisalso the connection to the territory since a person cannot
be accused if he or sheis not present in Canada. We would like to
see this notion of custodian jurisdiction extended so that Canada
has the power to request the extradition of a person for prosecution
under this bill, a power countries such as Belgium and Switzerland
seem to have already assumed.

We would like the universal jurisdiction recognized in Bill C-19
to be wider in scope, so that Canada can stop being ahaven for war
criminas and become a place where these people are brought to
justice. If Canada gave its courts extended universal jurisdiction,
compared to what is provided for in Bill C-19 as it stands now,
Canadawould bein aposition whereit would meet its international
commitments better than any other country and where it would
show its desire not to let serious international crimes go unpun-
ished.

Thereisanother provision that we would wish to see amended. It
would involve adding to this bill a new clause, clause 11.1, which
would very explicitly recognize that, if a foreign head of state or
government or member of a government, or even a member of
parliament, is on Canadian territory and could be brought to trial,
this person would not be able to rely on immunity before the courts.

To make this clear, we could give the example of General
Pinochet who, if he were on Canadian territory, could be brought to
trial, but could perhaps claim some immunity before our courts if
our legisation were not clear enough.

During the work of the committee, experts from the Department
of Foreign Affairs told us that the precedents set by the judiciary
committee of the privy council in London that examined the case of
Mr. Pinochet had deprived General Pinochet of his immunity.
Conseguently, these precedents could be applied here. The com-
mon law that resulted from these precedents could be applied by
our courts and deprive someone such as General Pinochet or
someone in a similar situation of his immunity.

What the Bloc Quebecois would have wished for and still wishes
for is for these precedents set by the judiciary committee of the
Privy Council to be included in the hill.

® (1050)

This is why we are proposing subclause 11.1, which would
clearly say that an accused who formerly occupied a position as a
head of state or government, member of a government or parlia-
ment, elected representative or government official and who, at the
time of the proceedings, no longer occupies that position, may not
rely on immunities or specia procedural rules that may attach, by
virtue of statute law or common law, to the official capacity of the
person.

Such a provision would be useful because it would provide for
more certainty; we would be absolutely sure that individuals
suspected of having committed serious crimes, such as crimes
against humanity, war crimes or genocide, could not obtain immu-
nity before our courts. It would enshrine the common law in the
statutes of Canada and would allow courtsto strip those individuals
of their immunity in order to punish crimes that should be
punished.

We have proposed other amendments that should improve this
bill, including a provision clearly stating that this act relates to the
discharge of Canada's obligations under the Rome Statute.

In conclusion, | would like to say how important it is to sustain
the effort to ensure rapid implementation of the Rome Statute.

The adoption of the Rome Statute in 1998 by the Conference of
Plenipotentiaries was a turning point in the history of humanity. We
are collectively trying to establish an institution that would allow
nations and international institutions to truly punish international
crimes. We already have an ingtitution. All we need now isto adopt
and ratify the treaties, pass the implementing legislation, as we are
doing today, and that dream will become reality.

Finaly, | would like to pay tribute to someone who is no longer
with us, Justice Jules Deschénes, who devoted part of his life to
these issues. A mgjor report was drafted by the Commission of
Inquiry on War Criminals, which he presided. | want to pay tribute
to Justice Deschénes and to thank him and his family for his
contribution to this debate, which he would have been proud to
witness today.
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[English]

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to rise to speak to this group of motions. Generally
speaking we would be supportive of this group of motions,
although wefind that Motion No. 5 could perhaps be worded alittle
better. Generally speaking we agree with the intent of that motion.

As | mentioned earlier, the whole bill is one that is extremely
important. Even though it was in July 1998 that the nations agreed
to thisinternational criminal court, we realize that the UN General
Assembly recognized the need for an international criminal court
as early as 1948 in the aftermath of the second world war and the
subsequent Nuremberg and Tokyo trials. The U.S., France, Russia
and China have argued for a court with circumscribed powers. A
Canadian led group of like minded nations supported a strong
international criminal court, including the U.K., Croatia, Singapore
and Egypt.

When we look at home at how this concept has developed, we
realize that the international criminal court and Bill C-19 do not
really have ahigh profilein Canada. We have to elevate that profile
and bring to peopl€e's attention how important this kind of process
is. The limited opposition has been focused on minor issues
without putting forward the question of the principle of the court.
That is a very important principle that has to be looked at.

Within the non-governmental organization community we know
that the International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic
Development has established a wide network of supporters in
Canada and internationally, including groups such as Amnesty
International, the U.S. based Lawyers Committee for Human
Rights, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Human
Rights Watch and Human Rights Internet. Certainly our party is
supportive of the idea of this court.

® (1055)

As | said earlier, we have to look at a broader aspect when we
deal with the wholeissue of war crimes. One very seriousissue that
istaking placeright now, and if it were to unfold we could certainly
say it would lay the groundwork for further war and war crimes, is
the national missile defence system which the United States is
proposing.

Just recently the President of the United States journeyed to
Russia to try to convince the Russian president and the Russian
Dumathat his system was something they should be unconcerned
about and that they should perhaps support. We realize that mission
fell flat onits face and now we notice that the Russian president has
travelled to North Korea to try to sort out questions and concerns
around that whole issue with the North Koreans.

S0.31

Thisisavery seriousissue. It is something that tiesinto the topic
that we are looking at today when we talk about war and war
crimes. Right now, if we look serioudly at the issue, Canada could
be a leader in this whole area. We could perhaps be calling for a
solution to the problem the U.S. feelsit facesand would giverise to
the need for such a national missile defence system and the whole
question of ballistic missiles.

We should be leading the fight to call for an international ban on
test missile flights. The whole issue of missiles could be tackled
from a different perspective, a preventive perspective, in the same
way as we did with land mines. We could be the leaders in dealing
with the issue in a proactive, preventive way as opposed to the
reactionary way in which the U.S. is dealing with it that is tending
to lead to arms augmentation and more build-up rather than
disarmament.

| just tie that into the issue because it is very important. Weknow
the outcome of any further activity in that area could certainly lead
to many serious cases of war crimes being looked at.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

PEOPLE SMUGGLING

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Lakeland, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, the new slave trade being carried out by people smuggling
ringsisaheinous and despicable crime. People areforced into lives
of prostitution, into the drug trade and into sweatshops. It is critical
that people smuggling is dealt with firmly and quickly.

Let us have alook at the government’s record on thisissue. Ten
months after the first boat arrived less than 25% of the cases have
been finalized. More than 50% of the 600 who came by boat are
till in detention. More than 25% of the 600 have just disappeared.
These 600 people are only the tip of the iceberg when it comes to
people who come to Canada with the aid of people smugglers.

The government has failed the victims of this new slave trade.
What a blotch on Canadian history. The government has a lot to
answer for when it comes to its inaction on the serious problem of
people smuggling and the new slave trade.

SCIENTIFICRESEARCH

Ms. Judy Sgro (York West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise in the
House today to mention two important initiatives taken by the
government in my riding of York West.
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Just recently York University received a $14,000 grant under
the northern scientific training program. Since its inception in
1961 this training program has played a key role in supporting
the development of scientific expertise in northern research and
in promoting the vital and growing role of Canadian universities
in this field. Without this support, many of these initiatives would
be very difficult to promote.

The second initiative is part of the Canadian Foundation for
Innovation, which is an $11.8 million investment aimed at
strengthening the research capacity of 28 Canadian universities.
Under the new opportunities fund, York University will be able to
finance a new scientific research facility.

York University and its students are an integral part of my riding.
| am very glad to see that the government recognizes the vital
importance of funding such research initiatives.

HELMUT OBERLANDER

Mrs. Karen Redman (Kitchener Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
over the past few months friends and family of Mr. Helmut
Oberlander have been working diligently on his behalf.

® (1100)

They have collected hundreds of petitions containing 12,000
signatures from across the country. My office has received numer-
ous petitions with approximately 700 signatures from the residents
of Kitchener—Waterloo.

The petitioners say that whereas Helmut Oberlander has been
totally exonerated by the federal court of any criminal activity or
war crimes, directly or indirectly in the second world war; and
whereas finding of fault with the immigration process should not
form the basis for citizenship revocation and deportation; and
whereas Mr. Oberlander has been a good citizen of Canada and a
contributing member of the community for over 40 years, the
petitioners call upon the federal government not to revoke the
citizenship or deport Helmut Oberlander of Waterloo.

CFB SHILO

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Canadian Alliance):
Mr. Speaker, the defence department has been undertaking a land
base study in Manitoba. The future of CFB Shilo in Manitobais at
stake.

Although several options were presented to the ministry, we
have not heard the outcome of those discussions.

There is rumour of the rural based training facility being shut
down. The training facility a& CFB Shilo is second to none.

Abandoning these facilities, which were recently upgraded at the
expense of the public purse, does not make sense. | believe moving
jobs from Shilo would be another attack on the rura culture of
Canada.

Officials from CFB Shilo near my riding want to know what the
future holds for their base. If al factors being considered in this
study are correct, then | see no reason why CFB Shilo, akey piece
of Canadian military history, cannot remain operational.

Considering the ministry has the final business case on the
Manitoba study, | would urge the minister to unveil the action plan
regarding the future of CFB Shilo and the future of this military
base in Manitoba.

CADETSIN CANADA

Mr. Ivan Grose (Oshawa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today | am going
to reveal one of Canada's best kept secrets. For those of you who
despair of the behaviour of our youth, | have good news.

This being spring in Canada, that means cadet inspection time.
Although | am a director of the Air Cadet League of Canada and
past member of the RCAF, all cadet corps, land, sea and air invite
me to attend their annual inspections. To see these well turned out
young men and women with their pressed uniforms, neat hair,
shined shoes and pride in themselves, their country and units, isto
restore confidence in the future leaders of our country.

These young people have no idea what the Young Offenders Act
is al about. To the parents of these young people, | ask you to share
my pride in them. Give them a hug and tell them you are proud of
them. | ask all members of the House to join with me in a heartfelt
“well done”.

[Translation]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, our society
must face many environmental problems such as smog and climate
changes. After playing a key role during the Earth Summit held in
Rio in 1992, the Canadian government's attitude progressively
deteriorated as regards these challenges.

In Cartagena, in February 1999, Canada, along with four other
states, opposed the adoption of a strict biosafety protocol. The
same thing happened at a meeting held in January, and again in
Nairobi, a few days ago. A UN spokesperson even said that it was
the first time in 20 years that environmental negotiations led to
such a complete rout.
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In this environment week, it is deplorable that Canada refuses
to sign that protocol, which would establish a set of international
rules to regulate the transborder movement of living genetically
modified organisms.

Once again, the nice rhetoric of the Minister of the Environment
does not result in concrete action.

[English]

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATESMINISTERS
CONFERENCE

Mr. Rick Limoges (Windsor—St. Clair, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on
behalf of al Canadians the Windsor community hosted a very
successful Organization of American States Ministers' Conference
from June 4 to 6, 2000.

A thousand volunteers under the able direction of an outstanding
business and community leader, Mr. Tom Joy, helped to welcome
delegates from the entire hemisphere. The conference provided an
opportunity for Canada to advance proposals for improving human
rights and strengthening democracy in countries that are truly in
need of our leadership and support.

| offer special thanks to Tom Joy, chair of the Windsor host
committee, and al the volunteers who contributed to this success-
ful event.

MUNICIPALITIES

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, municipalities are the level of government
closest to home. City officials hear from local people every day and
know whether their city needs essentials like upgrades to water
systems or sewage treatment facilities.

However, the latest Statistics Canada report reveal ed Ottawa had
an $11.3 billion surplus while municipalities slipped back into
deficits. It istime for this government to respect Canada’s constitu-
tion in its tax policies, not just in words.

® (1105)

Ottawa must quickly reduce its share of the tax pie so the
endangered taxpayers can afford to let their city proceed with
essential infrastructure rather than filtering their tax dollars
through Ottawa first, just so Liberals can look generous when they
give a small fraction back.

The Canadian Alliance supports infrastructure spending. How-
ever, we also recogni ze that federal tax cuts are needed so that these
local decisions can once again be left to the discretion of local
taxpayers and their city council rather than being used as make
work programs or political pork barrelling.

S0.31
EMPLOYMENT

Ms. Sophia Leung (Vancouver Kingsway, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
over two million new jobs have been created since the Liberal
government took office in 1993. What a record.

The employment rate was 6.6% in May, the lowest since March
1976. In one year employment has grown by over 400,000 jobs. In
fact, employment rose in every category including employment of
women and youth.

| hope the opposition can handle such good news on a Friday.

* Kk %

SERGEANT TOMMY PRINCE

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, Ser-
geant Tommy Prince was Canada’'s most decorated aboriginal
soldier. Today his name lives on in his home community of
Winnipeg with the creation of Canada's only aboriginal cadet
corps, the 553 Sergeant Tommy Prince Royal Canadian Army
Cadet Corps.

Winnipeg Centre is a troubled community in many ways.
Aborigina youth in the core area often grow up exposed to crime
and violence. Brutal murders have taken place just feet away from
wherethe 553 held itsinaugural parade, murders where the victims
and the murderers were no older than the young cadets who
marched so proudly before us.

It is heartening that these young people can now develop a sense
of belonging in their cadet corps rather than less healthy choices
that could result in crime, prison or worse.

Congratulations to Donald Mackie, CD, for histireless effortsin
bringing the 553 to fruition; Mr. Garry Grouette, president of the
Central Community Centre; and, the National Aboriginal Veterans
Association for its support.

[Translation]

CANADIAN ECONOMY

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
would be remiss if | did not mention the economic news that we
received this morning. Today's economic update speaks volumes
about the merits of the federal government’s policies.

Since this government took office, in 1993, over two million
jobs have been created in Canada. Thisis proof that the economy is
thriving.

According to the figures released by Statistics Canada this
morning, the unemployment rate is at its lowest in over two
decades, at 6.5%, which istwo tenths of a point lower than in May.
This is very good news.
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It shows that the policies to promote investments and the pursuit
of sound management are working well, with the result that we
have a strong economy right across the country.

I would be remiss if | did not mention in particular the
unemployment rate in Ottawa’s national capital region, which is at
5.1%. Such arate should give hopeto all those who are looking for
work. Jobs are being created. Let us not lose hope.

[English]

CANADAGAZETTE

Ms. Carolyn Parrish (Mississauga Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| am pleased to inform the House that the Canada Gazette Parts |
and |1 are now available on the Internet in a alternate format which
makes it accessible to persons with disabilities.

The Department of Public Works and Government Services is
committed to providing all Canadianswith equal accessto Govern-
ment of Canada information.

As the Government of Canada moves toward connecting Cana-
dians on-line, the Canada Gazette on the Internet will play an
important role in enabling more Canadians to be part of the
democratic process by commenting on the proposed regulations
published in the Canada Gazette.

This initiative reflects the federal government’s commitment to
work with other governments, the private and voluntary sectors and
all citizensto build communitiesin which Canadians with disabili-
ties are fully included.

The Canada Gazette is available on the Government of Canada
website at www.canada.gc.ca.

* Kk %

[Translation]

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mr. Jean Dubé (M adawaska—Restigouche, PC): Mr. Speaker,
on behalf of the people of Madawaska—Restigouche, whom | have
the honour of representing here in the House, | want to express the
frustration we feel with regard to the changes that were made to the
employment insurance map for that region.

People will have to work at least 595 hours, instead of the 425
hours currently required, to be eligible for benefits, for which they
are still paying astronomically high premiums.

® (1110)
Moreover, these same people will be entitled to only 18 weeks of

benefits, compared to 28 weeks asis currently the case. And al that
while there is a $30 billion surplus in the EI fund.

These changes do not take into account the social and economic
reality of the Madawaska region. A large percentage of the jobsin
our region are seasonal, whether it be in forestry, agriculture,
construction or tourism.

| call upon the Minister of Human Resources Development to
review the current proposal and to join the Madawaska region with
the economic region of Restigouche-Albert.

[English]

HEALTH

Mr. Richard M. Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley,
Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, hereisawish list for the people
of the Prince George: three anaesthetists, two orthopaedic sur-
geons, two radiologists, one plastic surgeon and ten general
practitioners. The reason for this list is because over the last year
and a half the Prince George Regiona Hospital, which serves north
central B.C., has lost al these health care professionals.

To say that we have a crisis at the Prince George Regional
Hospital isindeed an understatement, and the blame for this crisis
lies directly at the feet of this Minister of Health and this Liberal
government which has gutted the health care system.

While the Minister of Health stands in the House every day and
claims that Canada’s health care system is so important to him,
people al across Canada and in my riding who need critical health
care are asking ‘““Why does he not just recognize that there is a
crisis in health care in Canada?’

| say to the government and to the health minister that if they
really care about the state of health carein this country, they should
stop talking about it and fix it.

* Kk %

FISHERIES

Mr. Mark Muise (West Nova, PC): Mr. Speaker, many fisher-
men in my riding have expressed concern that the federal minister
of fisheries has excluded them from the negotiation process with
native fishermen.

Like everyone else in the House, they heard the minister
continually mention that there needed to be a negotiated settlement
to address the Marshall decision and that it would require participa-
tion by all stakeholders.

Well non-native fishermen have been excluded from discus-
sions, discussions that will have a direct impact on their liveli-
hoods. They have heard about licences, boats and gear being
provided to the natives but have no details about the extent of their
use. They are concerned that the boats that were provided to the
aborigina communities could be used to expand the controversial
summer food fishery.
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Why does the minister not share the same concerns? Has he
taken appropriate steps to prevent such a situation, and, if so,
could he please tell us what they are?

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Rick Laliberte (Churchill River, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to bring to light Canada's aboriginal veterans, an issue of
grave importance that requires an honourable resolution of recog-
nizing our mistreatment and disrespect of returning veterans.

The aboriginal veterans of first nations, Métis and Inuit ancestry
were amongst the first to volunteer and contribute to defend our
freedoms and our nation.

Canada must recognize the unfair treatment of past governments
disallowing their qualifications to the same benefits and privileges
of returning veterans from these horrible conflicts and engage-
ments.

A recent tour of Holland demonstrated the emotional gratitude
that our liberated allies extended toward our visiting veterans in
these homelands where peace, freedom and democracy are the gifts
and the legacies that all people appreciate.

Let us salute our veterans with respect and lay to rest al the
inequities and injustices that tarnish the glory and honour that
bestows a warrior. We must extend to all our heroes, our brothers
and sistersin arms, a gesture of our appreciation and recognition of
their rightful place in our history.

[Translation]

GREENHOUSE GASES

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
the federal-provincial meeting of environment ministers just en-
ded. In this Environment Week, we must push the federal govern-
ment on the issue of greenhouse gas emissions.

The Liberal government’s record on the smog issue and, more
generally, on the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, has been
branded as disastrous by the commissioner for the environment and
for sustainable development. Emissions have increased consider-
ably, and thereis no sign of an eventual improvement in the quality
of the air we breathe.

Quebec’srecord on thisissueis clearly better, mainly because of
its energy choices. The federal government must now do its share
and take its responsibilities. To distribute the efforts in the fight
against pollution, the development of a strategy which would take
into account, in afair manner, each province'srecord in thisareais
essential.

Oral Questions

The time has come for the federa government to meet its
commitments and to make sustainable development a true priority.

* * %

® (1115)

[English]

ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West—Nepean, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, along with people of faith around the world, the congrega-
tion of All Saints' Anglican Church in Westboro has dedicated
itself to the message of Jubilee, the renewa every 50 years of a
society of love and justice.

The people of All Saints have given me a petition to present to
the government, to honour the agreement it made in Beijing, to
eliminate al forms of discrimination against women at all stages of
life, to remove obstacles to active women's participation in all
spheres of public and private life, and to promote socia develop-
ment that recognizes empowering the poor, particularly women
living in poverty.

The people of All Saints calls on the government to acknowledge
both its pledges in Beijing and at the world summit in Copenhagen
for social development, and to create a better society for al
Canadians.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[English]

HEALTH

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, today the provinces and territories are
releasing a unanimous report on federal health care spending. We
have received a copy of the report and it shows that the federal
government has virtually turned its back on its responsibility to
fund health care.

While the minister uses tax points to give the illusion of larger
federal spending, in realty federal per capita spending has fallen
27% since this government came to power.

Why is the health care of Canadians such a low priority to the
government?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the fact is that the transfers
to the provinces today are at an all time high. That means we have
put our money where our mouth is.

We believe that health care is a priority. We have also said that
we want to sit down with the provinces and work out an agreement



7754

COMMONSDEBATES

June 9, 2000

Oral Questions

on the fundamental nature of how to protect the Canada Health
Act. Our money will be there in addition to what we have already
done.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, let us talk about some facts. This year
Canadians uncovered a black hole of mismanagement into which
billions of federal dollars are poured every year.

While federal spending on grants and contributions will reach
$17 billion this year, total spending on health and social transfers
will only be $15.5 billion. That is more spent on boondoggles than
on hospital beds.

Why does the federal government choose to spend more on
grants and contributions than it does on the health care of Cana
dians?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let uslook at our transfersto
the provinces: over $30 billion in terms of the CHST and the tax
points that go with it; and ,in addition, we have about $10 billionin
equalization payments that go to the provinces and that can be
dedicated to hedlth care.

Our transfers for health care to the provinces are at an all time
high. We have said that we will increase them when we can get an
agreement to protect the Canada Health Act. That is our commit-
ment to health care.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, let us talk about this government’s disgrace-
ful legacy on the issue of hedlth care.

When medicare started the federal government picked up half
the cost of health care; that was 50 cents on every dollar. It now
picks up just 10.2 cents of every health care dollar spent.

This government has a bigger surplus than it has ever had.
Canadians are more worried about health care than they have ever
been in the past. They want a simple answer to a very simple
question: When is this minister going to contribute hisfair share to
health care?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let uslook at the breakdown
of how our transfers apply. When we include the tax points, which
the provinces have not said they want to give back to us, we are
funding fully 31% of al publicly provided health care in Canada.

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, it is more like ameltdown, what is happening on the other
side.

The provincia territorial report to be released today is unani-
mous. Every province agrees that the federal government hasfailed
to live up to its responsibilities to fund health care.

I will quote from the report. It says:

A long-term look at spending on heath care reveals a federal government
withdrawing from its partnership with the provinces and territories.

® (1120)

While the government is planning to buy the next election with
health care dollars, there are 200,000 Canadians on waiting lists
who need help now.

Will the minister properly address the funding issue today and
deal with it in areasonable fashion instead of waiting until the next
election?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let us just look at the
numbers.

The CHST is $31 billion. If we go back to the old formula of
54% of that going for health, that is about $17 billion. In addition
the federal government spends another $3 billion itself on health
care, which brings our expenditure up to $20 billion out of the $64
billion which is spent every year by governments on health carein
Canada.

That is—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member for
Peace River.

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, | notice that the health minister sitsin his chair and does
not answer while he lets the number cruncher over there do it for
him.

The provinces want to meet with the federal government next
week to discuss this issue and this report. We have learned that the
federal government has reserved rooms in Vancouver for June 15
and 16 just in case it changes its mind.

Will the minister commit today to attend this meeting, or will he
dodge it like he does his responsibility to health care?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let
me first of all say that we welcome the report which is to be
delivered today from the provinces and territories. | have not yet
seen it but | hope very much that it is a constructive contribution to
a dialogue we are having with the provinces on health care and its
funding into the future.

As Minister of Health | believe strongly that there should and
must be more federal money in health care. All we ask isthat it go
to support the public health care system, not to fund tax cuts in
Ontario. We ask that it go to make the changes that are needed to
make it a truly sustainable health care system. | look forward to
talking about those plans with my counterparts in the provinces.
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[Translation]

PARENTAL LEAVE

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, this week the Prime Minister has proven two thingsto us as far
as parental insurance is concerned. First, that his objective is not to
respond to the present needs of young families but rather to raise
the profile of his government. Second, that he is woefully ignorant
of developments in Quebec's parental insurance project when he
states that the federal government is in the lead role in this matter.

Is the Prime Minister aware that the parental insurance project
was announced by the Government of Quebec as far back as
February 1996 as the third component of its family policy?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
it is obvious that the federal government is the leader as far as
parental leave is concerned, and has been for some time. It isfully
entitled to broaden this system in the interest of all Canadians. If
the hon. member is serious about this, | wonder why she does not
support our efforts for the entire population.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, the government is clearly determined not to understand some-
thing that is, after all, smple. The decision by Quebec dates back to
February 1996 and led to a consensus at the November 1996
economic summit.

Right from the start, right from February 1997, Quebec has
attempted to negotiate the mechanisms of this program with
Ottawa. Despite Quebec’s offer on several occasions to resume
negotiations, nothing has yet come of it.

What is holding back the government from merely showing a bit
of open-mindedness, from sitting down at the table and negotiating
in this matter?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
it is obvious that the hon. member does not possess the facts.

In 1997, the PQ government chose to walk away from the
negotiating table with the federal government, which is one more
reason why we decided to move ahead in the interest of all
Canadians.

If the separatist PQ government wants to do anything more, it is
perfectly entitled to do so.

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, parental insurance is a cohesive element of the family
policy that has been developed in Quebec over the past 20 years.
The Quebec society deems it essential to support all young
families. In spite of the Quebec government’s offer, reiterated
today by minister Marois to the Minister of Human Resources
Development, the government persists in its refusal.

Oral Questions

What will it take for the Prime Minister to adopt an attitude that
will allow us to meet the current needs of all young families?

® (1125)

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
this is the reason why, in the throne speech and in the budget
speech, we announced our intention to broaden the scope of
parental leave.

We want to work in the best interests of poor families and of all
familiesin Quebec and acrossthe country. Again, | wonder why the
Bloc Quebecoisis not interested in supporting our serious effortsto
help all Canadian families.

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the issue of parental insurance has been the subject of
discussions in Quebec since February 1996. Having received
support at the November 1996 economic summit, Quebec has been
trying to negotiate such a program with Ottawa since 1997.

Instead of giving a positive reply to that request to negotiate, the
federal government, in its September 1999 throne speech and its
February 2000 budget, did not hesitate to propose a measure that
willfully excludes thousands of young families from its program.

How can the government justify its decision to block a process
that has the support of al Quebecers and to merely propose an
incomplete, unfair and unsatisfactory measure?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we did not block any program. If something is unfair, it is the hon.
member’s question; it isunfair and it is not based on facts, because
we work for al families, including young families and poor
families.

[English]

GASOLINE PRICES

Mr. John Solomon (Regina—L umsden—L ake Centre, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, rising energy costs are responsible for half the hikein
inflation. Consumers are being gouged twice, once for their
gasoline and once for everything else, thanks to inflation.

The average price of gas in Canada is a a new record of 75.3
cents a litre. According to StatsCan, people now spend more on
energy costs and their cars and transportation than they do on food,
clothing and shoes combined.

In view of this threat to inflation, will the government consider
giving consumers in Canada a gas tax holiday this summer? If not,
what exactly isits action plan to help consumers cope with high gas
prices?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
why has the hon. member not brought this message and request to
the attention of his provincia government? It is clear that the
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provincia governments have the authority to regulate gasoline
prices at the retail level in times like these. Why is he remaining
silent and not going after his own provincial government?

Mr. John Solomon (Regina—L umsden—L ake Centre, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, Canadians do not buy excuses from the oil companies
and they are sick and tired of Liberals passing the buck.

There has to be a time when government stands up and protects
consumers from price gouging. The government has been given
numerous suggestions. Today | give it another one. How about a
federal energy price commission to regulate gas prices at the
wholesale level?

Will the government support the establishment of an energy
price commission at the federal level and if not, just what action
will it take to protect consumers from gouging at the pumps?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the provinces now have the
power to regulate the price of gasoline. That is within provincial
jurisdiction. We believe that is where the legidative competence
lies.

FISHERIES

Mr. Mark Muise (West Nova, PC): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans. |s he concerned that
boats he has provided to the aboriginal communities as part of his
solution to the Marshall decision could be used to expand the
controversial food fishery? What steps has he taken to ensure that
this does not happen?

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the issue of the purchase of boats and turning boats
over to people who are new entrants in the fishery obviously has
some aspects which are of concern. We are watching the problem
closely. We want to make sure that the boats that will be used will
be used for licensed activity, not illegal activity. | can assure the
hon. gentleman that this issue is a matter which has the close
attention of the department.

Mr. Mark Muise (West Nova, PC): Mr. Speaker, it has been
said that the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans is prepared to offer
Burnt Church licences for other fish species if they would sign an
agreement with the government.

Can the minister confirm whether this is true? Would such an
agreement be in line with agreements signed with other bands? If
not, does the minister not have an obligation to treat all bands

equally?

® (1130)

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, obviously the government wants to treat al bands
equally. That iswhy we are trying to get agreements with all bands.

| am happy to report to the House that as of May 30, 18
agreements have been signed with first nations. The government
has five more agreements in principle with other first nations and
we hope that there will be signatures soon. | believe there has been
good progress in the negotiations. | am certainly hopeful that there
will be agreement overall in due course.

AIRLINE INDUSTRY

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the government was
extremely indignant when the official opposition raised concerns
about a potential strike at Air Canada. The parliamentary secretary
stated that my concern was premature because in her words, *“ there
will be a negotiated settlement.”

If the government is so confident that there will be a negotiated
settlement, why at the very moment when it was criticizing the
opposition for raising thisissue the government wasin fact drafting
legidation to block a strike?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the premise of the hon. member’s question is wrong. She should
not be raising suggestions which could inhibit the parties in
reaching an early settlement through collective bargaining. Why
does she not act constructively in this matter for a change?

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, this is just another example of
the government’s duplicity. The Liberals say one thing for public
consumption and do the exact opposite behind closed doors.

Government ministers can utilize the fleet of Challenger jets for
their air travel but the average Canadian cannot. The public
deserves to have an answer. Will the government permit a labour
dispute at Air Canada to disrupt the travel plans of Canadians this
summer?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member should withdraw her unjustified complaint of
duplicity. It is unparliamentary. It is unworthy of her. If she is
serious as a parliamentarian and if she has any sense of parliamen-
tary ethics at all, she had better get up and withdraw that, otherwise
she will stand condemned of being the very type of person she
wrongfully aleges that government ministers are.
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The government wants to see a negotiated settlement. We look
forward to a negotiated settlement and continued operations of the
airline system for al Canadians.

| do not know why the hon. member is trying to slander other
members of parliament. It does not help us in these efforts.

[Translation]

CANADA DAY

Mr. Pierrede Savoye (Portneuf, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | too would
like to put a simple question to the government, and | hope the
Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage will
understand me correctly.

How much money is the federal government planning to spend
outside Quebec on Canada Day celebrations?

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we no longer need a
calendar to know when Canada Day is. Since the Bloc Quebecois
has been in the House, every year it is the same old story,
questioning the fact that Canadians in every province of this
country want to celebrate their belonging to this country.

This is what we do, and we will keep on doing it with pride.

Mr. Pierre de Savoye (Portneuf, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | believe it
isimportant for the public to know why the government is keeping
from us a piece of information which seems to me rather innocu-
ous. Is it a state secret or does it threaten national defence?

Could it be that the minister asked her colleague responsible for
the CIO to find new funds for her after giving al of her $5 million
to Quebec? Or isit in fact because Canada Day isonly celebrated in
Quebec?

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, obviously, my hon.
colleague does not listen to the news. Yesterday, the National
Capital Commission announced its plans to celebrate Canada Day
here, in Ottawa, on July 1.

| invite every Canadian, from every province and territory, who

can join usto come here on July 1 to celebrate with us the birthday
of the greatest country in the world.

[English]

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Chuck Cadman (Surrey North, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, it has been ayear now since hundreds of migrants arrived

Oral Questions

in rusting hulks off thewest coast. Some have been returned, many
have disappeared and many remain in detention. Recently seven
escaped in Prince George. They fled into thick bush swarming with
mosquitoes and prowled by bears where thereislittle, if any, food.
Fortunately they were recaptured before they could come to any
harm.

® (1135)

The government’s refugee policy is a sham. It is a tremendous
burden on taxpayers and it is so slow the claimants will put their
own lives at risk rather than wait any longer. When will the
minister speed up the process and make it fair for everybody?

Hon. Elinor Caplan (Minister of Citizenship and Immigra-
tion, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the member opposite for
the question. With the co-operation of the member, his critic and
his party, Bill C-31 which is presently before a standing committee
will be passed so that we can improve the refugee determination
system.

We all agree that it needs to be faster. We want to make it faster
but keep it fair. With the support of the hon. member’s party, Bill
C-31 will achieve that goal.

Mr. Chuck Cadman (Surrey North, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, last week it was learned that about 30 juveniles who
arrived on those boats and were placed in foster homes rather than
detained have just plain disappeared. Some had gone AWOL before
but instead of being detained when they were caught, they were just
returned to the foster homes.

Authorities surmise that those who have now disappeared have
made their way into the United States. Who knows what kind of
nightmares their lives will become: crime, prostitution and sweat-
shop slaves.

How can the minister defend policies that contribute to the
misery of young lives?

Hon. Elinor Caplan (Minister of Citizenship and Immigra-
tion, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the whole issue of the arrival of minors
and the international obligations we have to detain only as a last
resort is of great concern given the fact that we know we are
dealing in a shared jurisdiction.

Most of the minors who came last summer were not detained:;
they were handed over to the rightful jurisdiction of the provinces.
We know that group homes are not secure. In some provinces the
decision has been made to detain minors because of fear of flight.

We are reviewing our entire policy as it relates to detention of
minors with aview to doing not only what is in the best interest of
the child, but ensuring that we are living up to our international
obligations.
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[Translation]

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mr. Ghislain Fournier (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in
the proposed reform of the employment insurance plan, the North
Shore will be the most heavily penalized area.

Wheresas the effective unemployment rate stands at 17.2%, it
will be set 212% by HRDC, and the maximum number of weeks of
benefits will drop from 32 to 24.

Can the minister explain to the people in the North Shore area
how this is going to meet the needs of thousands of workers who
will be excluded from the El program?

[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resour ces Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the member
opposite is referring to the plight of seasonal workers on the north
shore and the particular problems that group presentsto us. That is
why the minister is working with the council of labour market
ministers with particular focus on joint programming that will
assist this particular group.

We are also learning more about their plight through the
monitoring and assessment report which we bring forward on a
regular basis. Decisions will be made about the future and what we
can do to help these people in concert with the provinces.

[Translation]

Mr. Ghisdain Fournier (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
peoplein my area are going to fight this. On June 5, more than 500
citizens of the North Shore have demonstrated against this reform,
and they have asked to meet with the minister.

When is she going to meet with them?
[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, work is
ongoing on this file.

Asfar as unemployment is concerned, it is my great pleasure to
share with the House the fact that the unemployment figures are at
their best in 24 years at 6.6%. The unemployment figures for
women are at their best in 25 years at 5.4%. Even the stubbornly
high rate of unemployment for youth has dropped 2.5% in the last
year. This is good news.

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grasslands, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, my question is for the minister responsible
for the Canadian Wheat Board.

Bill C-34, an act to amend the Canada Transportation Act, is
linked to a memorandum of understanding between the wheat
board and the minister responsible, in other words, an agreement
between the minister and the minister.

The minister clearly told the standing committee that the MOU
was prepared in consultation with stakeholders, but the grain
companies, the railways and farm organizations that appeared have
all denied this. Just who did the minister consult?

® (1140)

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | know for a fact, because | was present for a
number of those meetings with the minister in charge of the wheat
board and the Minister of Transport, that those negotiations did
take place with al those the hon. member just named.

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grasslands, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, | take it then that the Minister of Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food is saying that al the people who appeared
before us were liars.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | do not know that itis
appropriate for amember to imply motive to another member using
a word which is clearly unparliamentary. | would ask the hon.
member for Cypress Hills—Grasslands to please withdraw the
word liar and proceed with the question.

Mr. Lee Morrison: Will the minister withdraw his remarks
about the witnesses?

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member for
Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel.

* k% *
[Translation]

HUMAN RESOURCESDEVELOPMENT CANADA

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau—M irabel, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, we have learned that elderly citizens have been the
victims of administrative decisions by HRDC which are utterly
unfair and unacceptable. The department went asfar asto withdraw
amounts from their bank accounts without their knowledge to
recover overpayments.

Should the Minister of Human Resources Development not be
ashamed of herself for alowing this harassment of ordinary
citizens and the withdrawing of money from their accounts, when
sheis unable to recover millions of dollarsin grants and to produce
the invoices of Placeteco, which has misappropriated more that $1
million?

[English]

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resour ces Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | addressed
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this question yesterday. It is true that there was a mistake made by
an employee and the situation has now been corrected.

Verbal and written apologies have been given to the family. We
understand that the family has accepted these apologies. We have
asked the official to ensure that the situation does not happen again.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Larry McCormick (Hastings—Frontenac—L ennox and
Addington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, because rural communities in my
riding and across Canada are asking what our government has done
recently for rural Canada, could the Secretary of State for Rural
Development please update the House on what recent actions the
federal government has undertaken to benefit agricultural rura
communities?

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Secretary of State (Rural Develop-
ment)(Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern
Ontario), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the government believes that rural
development needs to be a bottom up and not a top down driven
process. The communities themselves must establish their priori-
ties and establish the strategies to pursue community devel opment.

The federal government acts as a means to provide a set of tools
for these communities. | was pleased to announce, along with my
colleague on May 25, the Canadian agricultural rural communities
initiative which will provide $9.3 million to rural communities to
assist them with community development. It is a great example of
the bottom up approach to community development.

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Idland, Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, it
seems that the government is engaging in a pre-emptive strike of
misinformation about our plan 17. It is really unfortunate because
the Minister of Finance is stating things publicly that misrepresent
what the plan actually says.

For example, he implied that government revenues would go
down $20 billion under our plan. The truth is that over five years,
while reducing the tax rates to 17%, government revenue would
increase every year. Where does the Minister of Finance get his
numbers from?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am really pleased that the
hon. member has given me a chance to talk about their flat tax.

Let us hear from others. “The Liberals will tear this flat tax
apart, telling everyone it is just atax break for therich, and it is”.
That was Jim Silye, former Reform MP.

Oral Questions

“In principle the single tax rate is a bad idea. It is a wise and
long established principle that someone lucky enough to reach the
$100,000 mark of income should pay a few more pennies of that
dollar in tax than the person who only manages to reach $35,000.
That is from the Edmonton Journal.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Idland, Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, it
seems that some correctly predicted that the Liberal Party would be
duplicitous about the facts in this statement.

® (1145)
Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member for
Elk I1sland did not refer to a specific minister and he did not refer to
a specific member. He is quite in order.

Mr. Ken Epp: Mr. Speaker, let me put the facts on the table. Our
plan has the approval of no less than economist Robert Mundell, a
Nobel prize winner, who said that it was a very good and workable
plan. Furthermore, we ran the econometric model, the same model
the finance minister uses with his plan to parliament, WEFA—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. secretary of
State.

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, of course it will cost us a
fortune and what it will do is realy hurt the middle class and
benefit unfairly the very rich.

Let me quote: “I think Canadians have become used to a
progressive tax system where the higher your income, the higher
the rate of tax you pay. There are certain basic expenses of life one
has to go through and it is a lot easier to do it at $250,000 than
$50,000. From that perspective a flat tax is inequitable. It is not
progressive’’. Who said that? Ernie Eves.

HEALTH

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the U.S. announced plans to phase out Dursban, awidely used
household pesticide, because it is a known threat to children’s
health. The government would rather wait and hope the chemical
company that makes millions in sales will volunteer to stop
production on its own accord.

Doesthe Minister of Health not think Canadian children deserve
the same kind of protection from their government as the U.S. has
given to its children?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
American and Canadian authorities are working closely together in
thisregard. The American withdrawal from the market is voluntary
and has been negotiated with the company.
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We were negotiating the same agreement with the manufacturer
in Canada. It wasin place until two days ago when the manufactur-
er reneged on it. As aresult, we are to impose unilaterally, using
our authority as a government, that the product come off the
market. When we finish the scientific work to uphold that
approach that is the step we will take to protect the health of all
Canadians and particularly children.

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | thank
the minister for his answer. It sounds like that is a very positive
move.

| would indicate that the city of Halifax is planning to assist its
children to live in a healthy, safe community by looking at a bylaw
which hopefully will be passed to ban the use of pesticides near
playgrounds, hospitals and sources of drinking water.

Last month the House of Commons environment committee
asked for a phase-out of cosmetic use. The minister's own party
policy is to ban cosmetic use of pesticides. Has the minister any
further plans to reduce any chemicals other than this one?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we
will do what is necessary to protect the health of Canadians and
particularly children.

Let me emphasize to the member that the government has
discretionary power under the act. As in the case of the product
which the member mentioned in his first question, where there is
science to indicate that the products are a threat to the health of
Canadians we will act to get them off the market.

* Kk %

[Translation]

PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES

Mr. Jean Dubé (M adawaska—Restigouche, PC): Mr. Speaker,
severa of my fellow citizens told me that the changes made in
1995 to the igibility rules for the tax deduction for persons with
disabilities makeit very difficult, if not impossible, to benefit from
that deduction.

Is the Minister of National Revenue prepared to recognize this
fact and will he consult his colleague, the Minister of Finance, to
correct this unfair situation for persons with disabilities and thus
give them the means to improve their quality of life?

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the system to which the hon.
member is referring has been in existence for several years. All the
members of this House have constituents who, at some point in
time, benefited from that tax deduction, which is provided for
persons with a severe handicap.

Each application isreviewed very objectively by the department,
to make sure of course that those who are entitled to the deduction
benefit from it. The files are reassessed periodically for the benefit

of Canadians and to take into account any change in people's
health.

HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION

Mr. Jean Dubé (M adawaska—Restigouche, PC): Mr. Speaker,
following the 1993 federal election, former transport minister
Doug Young transferred to his own riding funds that had already
been earmarked for the major highway project in the riding of
Madawaska.

Thisisavery important project for the region’s economic future.
® (1150)

Can the Minister of Transport tell us whether he intends to
undertake negotiations with the Government of New Brunswick to
reach an agreement, so that this highway can become a reality?

[English]

Mr. Stan Dromisky (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Transport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to announce to the
House that negotiations have been ongoing for a lengthy period of
time, with the co-operation of al transport ministers and govern-
ments from each and every province, on the development of a
national highway policy.

AGRICULTURE

Mrs. Marlene Jennings (Notre-Dame-de-Grace—L achine,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
knows very well that trade is the lifeblood of our Canadian
agriculture and agri-food industry.

That being said, | would like the minister to tell the House how
our Canadian government intends to assist the Quebec sector in
exporting its products around the world.

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we were pleased to make use of some programs
in Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada for food promotion yester-

day.

We announced to Club Export, the export arm of the industry in
Quebec, a $1,3 million contribution and to maple producers in
Quebec support to the extent of over $750,000 for their industry to
promote maple products out of Quebec under the wonderful
trademark of Maple Mark.

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Richard M. Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley,
Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, WEFA, an econometrics firm
that the government uses to crunch its own figures, has clearly
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given a huge thumbs up to the aliance's 17% tax solution. Aswell,
the Library of Parliament has also given its approval saying that it
is indeed workable.

In the minister's statements where he danders the aliance's
plan, why does he continue to deny the credibility of WEFA and the
Library of Parliament? Why does he do that?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I want to respond to the spokesman for the duplicitous alliance
party. Under the Reform flat tax examples, a single taxpayer
earning $30,000 would receive a $624 tax cut, while a single
taxpayer earning $200,000 would receive, get this, a $22,150 tax
cut.

Isit fair that someone earning almost seven times the income of
aperson earning $30,000 should receive atax cut 35 times greater?
No wonder the alliance party will go down the tubes whenever it
has to face the public. It is there for the rich, not for the ordinary
Canadian.

[Translation]

AFRICA

Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Mercier, BQ): Mr. Speaker, having
last week declared that its war with Eritrea was over, Ethiopia is
this week resuming operations on all fronts, in what seemsfar more
likeall out war than border skirmishes. Because of the international
community’s lack of interest, negotiations are dragging out and
there is a threat of greater famine.

In order for this border war to be brought to an end, is the
Minister of Foreign Affairs prepared to propose to the UN Security
Council that peacekeepers be sent in, or are we to conclude that
these countries are too poor to merit the attention of the interna-
tional community?

Hon. David Kilgour (Secretary of State (Latin America and
Africa), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, ten days ago, | wasin Addis Ababato
plead the case for a ceasefire in the region, in order to save livesin
Eritrea, and of course in Ethiopia as well.

| accept with great pleasure the feelings expressed by the hon.
member and | am sure that all members of this House share them.

[English]

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Rick Laliberte (Churchill River, NDP): Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday afternoon representatives of the Grassy Narrows First
Nations stood outside parliament and asked for sustainable and fair
forest management. The communities recognize the good working
relationship with Tembec but grave concerns about Abitibi were
raised.

Oral Questions

The provincial government and its allocation of clear-cutting are
killing their traditional ways of life and land use. They spoke of
poisonsin their waters, on their lands and in their animals. Will the
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development commit
today to an investigation of these serious concerns?

Hon. Robert D. Nault (Minister of Indian Affairsand North-
ern Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the member’'s question is a
very important one. The issue of first nations people on their
traditional territories and their relationship with provincial govern-
ments and with the private sector is one that is important to all of
us.

® (1155)

| can confirm to him that the minister and our department have
made resources available to thefirst nationsin order for them to get
to the negotiating table to resolve these issues where they should be
resolved.

CANADIANBROADCASTING CORPORATION

Mr. Mark Muise (West Nova, PC): Mr. Speaker, could the
Deputy Prime Minister tell us whether the CBC's decision to cut
regional news programming by two-thirds is an attempt to make
regional news programming less relevant to Canadians, therefore
helping it to justify its future cancellation? Does he personally
support the scaling down?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| thought that the hon. member would come back to those articles
written by the economists at McGill University about the previous
Conservative government.

If he had done that | would have stated, and | will now, that over
two million new jobs have been created since the Liberal govern-
ment took office in 1993. Unemployment is 4.8% lower than the
11.4% the government inherited shortly after taking office in
October 1993, the largest decline in unemployment under the
leadership of any Canadian government in over 50 years.

Why did the hon. member not get up and ask me that question so
| could have put those facts on the table, as | have done anyway?

LABOUR

Mr. Ovid L. Jackson (Bruce—Grey, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Labour. When will Canada ratify the International Labour Orga-
nization convention on youth and child labour?

Mrs. Judi Longfield (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Labour, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am delighted to inform my colleague
and al members of the House that on June 6 Canada did indeed
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ratify the ILO convention on the elimination of the worst forms of
child labour.

I would remind the House that because labour is a shared
responsibility we need the support of all territories and provincesto
ratify conventions. As such, the Minister of Labour is very pleased
to congratulate and thank all ministers of labour throughout the
provinces for their co-operation. In addition—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member for
Prince George—Peace River.

HEALTH

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, | want to quote directly from the provincial
health ministers' report that is due to be released later today:

—provinces and territories have responded to the financial pressures by more
than backfilling the federa funding cuts and have added even more money to
their health budgets. On the other hand, the report indicates the dramatic and long

term reductions of the federal cash contribution both in relative and absolute
terms.

Why will the government not live up to its commitment to
provide adequate health care for al Canadians?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let us look at what we have
done. In the past two years we have increased the transfers to the
provinces for health care by fully 25%. The transfers to the
provinces are at an all time high. That is our commitment as
demonstrated by what we have done. We have also said that when
the provinces will join together with us to secure the future of the
Canada Health Act there will be a lot more federal money on the
table.

[Translation]

CANADIAN MILITARY

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on May 23,
Brigadier General Richard Bastien announced in London before a
group of Canadian parliamentarians that, in the fal of 2000, a
contingent of some 100 Canadian military personnel will be
standing on guard at Buckingham Palace in London.

Can the minister tell us how much this parade will cost the
Canadian taxpayer?

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | will begin by thanking
the hon. member for his question.

Unfortunately, | must tell him that | do not have the figures in
front of me. Had he given me a few minutes of advance notice

before question period, | could have obtained the figures he
wanted.

| am going to obtain the figures and will then provide the answer.

* Kk %

® (1200)

[English]

WORKPLACE SAFETY

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, for
seven years the government has refused to proclaim part I11 of the
Parliamentary Employment and Staff Relations Act. This means
that the 500 or so employees on the Hill have no coverage
whatsoever under any workplace safety and health legislation.

If the government claims to be concerned about workplace
safety, when will it give roya proclamation to part Il of the
Parliamentary Employment and Staff Relations Act so that Hill
employees will enjoy the same coverage that all Canadians enjoy?

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member will know that
this issue has been brought before the Board of Internal Economy
on severa occasions in the past.

He will know of course that the House of Commons has
established internal mechanisms to deal precisely with this issue
outside of the act in question.

At the same time, all members of the House must surely know
that the basic principle under which we operate is that it is
parliament and members of the House that have to decide when
parliament is sitting, when parliament can function. We could
never relegate that responsibility to anyone else. It would bewrong
and probably unconstitutional.

* Kk %

CANADA GAMES

Mr. Jean Dubé (M adawaska—Restigouche, PC): Mr. Speaker,
very soon the region of Madawaska—Restigouche will be hosting
the next Canada Games.

Can the minister tell the House today how negotiations are going
with the host society and with the provincial government? Can he
guarantee that the federal government will be at the plate to
guarantee the best Canada Games ever?

[Translation]

Hon. Denis Coderre (Secretary of State (Amateur Sport),
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to begin by thanking the hon.
member for his question.

Obviously, the Canada Games are probably the most successful
event. Thisisan event where there is full co-operation between the
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provincia and federal governments. The Government of Canadais
already investing close to $4 million over two years on the games.
We are also paying all athletes' costs.

Last week, | met with Minister Robichaud during our first
Atlantic conference on a national sports policy. We agreed to sit
down together here in Ottawa with the responsible minister from
New Brunswick two weeks from now. The Canada Games will be
held in Campbellton in 2003.

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): As question period
comes to an end, it would be duplicitous of me to leave the
impression with the House that the Chair has given its imprimatur
to the use of the word duplicity in a cavalier fashion. It is aword
that has spice but let us not throw it around capriciously.

This brings question period to an end.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), | have the honour to table, in
both official languages, the government’s response to 12 petitions.

* Kk %

NATIONAL ARTSCENTRE

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Madam Speaker, during its last
appearance before the Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage,
National Arts Centre management volunteered to table a summary
of its business plan and operating and capital expenditure budgets
for 1999 to 2002.

On behalf of the National Arts Centre, | am tabling that
document today.

® (1205)
[English]
COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

TRANSPORT

Mr. Stan Keyes (Hamilton West, Lib.): Madam Speaker, |
have the honour to present, in both official languages, the third
report of the Standing Committee on Transport.

Routine Proceedings

Pursuant to its order of reference of Thursday, June 1, 2000, your
committee has considered Bill C-34, an act to amend the Canada
Transportation Act.

Specia thanks must be given to the men and women in the
committee and legislative branch, especially my committee clerk,
Guyanne Desforges, who pulled double and even triple duty in a
very limited timeframe to achieve this result.

JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. lvan Grose (Oshawa, Lib.): Madam Speaker, | have the
honour and, | might add, a little surprised, to present in both
official languages the sixth report of the Standing Committee on
Justice and Human Rights.

Pursuant to the order of reference of Tuesday, May 16, 2000,
your committee has considered Bill C-18, an act to amend the
crimina code (impaired driving causing death and other matters),
and has agreed to report it without amendment.

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam Speaker, |
have the honour to present the 34th report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding the issue of
confidentiality of the work of the legidlative counsel.

| also have the honour to present the 35th report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding the member-
ship on the Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable
Development. If the House gives its consent, | intend to give
concurrence in the 35th report later this day.

* Kk %

ENERGY PRICE COMMISSION ACT

Mr. John Solomon (Regina—L umsden—L ake Centre, NDP)
moved for leave to introduce Bill C-488, an act to establish the
Energy Price Commission.

He said: Madam Speaker, Canadians from al over the country
are very concerned about price gouging, in particular with respect
to gasoline and diesel fuel. The Canadian population does not
believe the big oil companies. They are sick and tired of the
Libera’s buck-passing on this issue.

We regulate stamps, cable television and many other things. The
bill 1 am introducing today will indeed establish an energy price
commission which will regulate the wholesale and the retail price
of motor fuels, including diesel, propane, heating oil, natural gas
and electric power.

The purpose of price regulation is to avoid unreasonable in-
creases that affect the cost of living and depress business activity.
The bill will facilitate reasonable consistency in prices from
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province to province alowing for production and distribution
costs. The regulation further minimizes the risk of collusion in
pricing, which many Canadians believe is happening, and prevents
dominant suppliers from setting unreasonable prices.

The major objective of the bill is to provide some transparency
in the pricing of fuel and energy. The refiners are not transparent
and there are vertically integrated companies. | believe there hasto
be a time when the government stands up and takes some action to
protect consumers, as this bill will.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

® (1210)
COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam Speaker,
if the House gives its consent, | move that the 35th report of the
Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs, presented to
the House earlier this day, be concurred in.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Does the hon. member
have the unanimous consent of the House to present the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Isit the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

PETITIONS

GASOLINE PRICES

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Madam Speak-
er, | am pleased to table in the House a petition signed by 243
constituents from the riding of Jonquiére.

The petitioners call on the Canadian government to pass a
resolution aimed at stopping the monopoly of the internationa ail
cartel in order to reduce predatory pricing of crude oil, and to
allocate sufficient funds to research into alternative energy sources
so that, in the near future, Canadians would no longer be forced to
turn to oil as a main energy source.

IMPORTATION OF PLUTONIUM

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Madam Speak-
er, | have the pleasure to table another petition addressed to the
Canadian government and signed by 50 people.

The petitioners call on Parliament to take all necessary action so
that Canadians and their representatives are consulted on the
principle of importing MOX plutonium.

[English]
PESTICIDES

Mrs. Marlene Jennings (Notre-Dame-de-Grace—L achine,
Lib.): Madam Speaker, it is my honour and privilege to present a
petition in the House today that contains severa hundred signa
tures.

The petitioners, as citizens of Canada, are calling on parliament
to consider and enact the legidation proposed in private member’s
bill, Bill C-388, that the House of Commons place amoratorium on
the cosmetic use of chemical pesticides in homes and gardens, and
on recreational facilities such as parks and golf courses, until
scientific and medical evidence showsthat such useis safe and has
been presented to parliament and concurred in by a parliamentary
committee.

HEALTH

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Madam Speaker, | am
indeed pleased to rise to table three petitions. The first two are
petitions from many Canadians who are concerned about the public
health care system.

The petitioners recognize that the federal government is funding
the health care system at less than 15% of the cost and that this has
certainly opened the door to a two tier style American health care
system.

The petitioners call upon the federal government to stop the for
profit hospitals and restore federal funding for health care, and also
to implement anational home care program and a national program
for prescription drugs.

ORGAN DONORS

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Madam Speaker, the
third petition also deals with health but it concerns the issue of
automatic harvesting of organs at death for transplants.

The many people who have signed this petition recognize that
the unavailability of organsfor transplant causes alot of difficulty,
a long wait, undue suffering and compromised recovery for
transplant recipients, and that there is a limited time window for
the harvesting of organs.

The petitioners call upon the government to enact legislation to
allow automatic harvesting of organs at death for transplants unless
specific requests to the contrary have been made.
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DIVORCEACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Madam Speaker, | have
a petition signed by many of my constituents asking parliament to
amend the Divorce Act to include the provision, as supported in
Bill C-340, regarding the rights of spouses’ parents, that is the
grandparents, to have access to their grandchildren.

At present they are having some difficulties getting access to
their grandchildren as a result of the death, separation or divorce of
their children.

[Translation]
EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Ghidain Fournier (Manicouagan, BQ): Madam Speaker,
| am pleased to present, in the name of my fellow citizens of the
riding of Manicouagan, a petition signed by more than 3,000
people.

The petitioners call on Parliament to maintain the status quo so
that the federal ridings of Manicouagan and Charlevoix continueto
be part of the previous administrative region of northern Quebec,
so as to keep employment insurance eligibility requirements at 420
hours for 32 weeks of benefits.

® (1215)

[English]
HEALTH CARE

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Madam Speaker, |
rise to present a petition. These many thousands of Canadianswho
have come to me fedl strongly that the government must take every
step possible to save our Canadian public health care system and to
stop the two tier American style system which is threatening to
move into Canadaand to privatize this treasured institution, our not
for profit public health care system.

The petitioners believe that the federal government should
immediately bring health care funding back up to 25% rather than
the 13.5% that is currently given to the provinces as the federal
government’s share. They feel passionately that we must do
everything we can to save our health care system.

DANGEROUS OFFENDERS

Mr. John Solomon (Regina—L umsden—L ake Centre, NDP):
Madam Speaker, | am pleased to present a petition pursuant to
Standing Order 36 on behaf of many Canadians who are very
concerned about the Criminal Code of Canada. In particular section
608(3) makes it too easy for a person who has been convicted of a
serious crime such as murder, attempted murder, sexual assault,
mandlaughter and firearms offences involving a term of imprison-
ment greater than five yearsto obtain release from custody pending
the hearing of their appeal.

Government Orders

The petitioners would like the Government of Canadato amend
the criminal code to prevent persons convicted of serious crimes
from being released from custody pending the hearing of their
appeal, except in very exceptional circumstances.

* Kk %

[Translation]

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam Speaker, |
ask that all questions be allowed to stand.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

CRIMESAGAINST HUMANITY ACT

The House resumed consideration of Bill C-19, an act respecting
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes and to imple-
ment the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, and to
make consequential amendments to other acts, as reported (with
amendment) by the committee, and of the motionsin Group No. 2.

SPEAKER'SRULING

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): This morning, the hon.
member for Beauharnois—Salaberry rose on a point of order
concerning two motions which he moved at report stage of Bill
C-19, the Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes Act, that
were ruled out of order.

According to the member, his amendments, which sought to
append the Rome Statute to the bill, were aimed at informing the
people about the provisions of the treaty.

The Chair examined the issue raised by the hon. member and did
some research. According to citation 704 in the sixth edition of
Beauchesne's:

It is not necessary to include agreements in bills which have as their purpose the
carrying into effect of those agreements.

Moreover, the Chair looked carefully at the scope of the bill and
does not believe that the inclusion of the text of the Rome Statuteis
directly related to Canada’s obligations under this treaty.

| am sorry that in this case | cannot accept the arguments or the
amendment motions by the hon. member.
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[English]
REPORT STAGE

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Canadian Alliance): Madam Speak-
er, | rise to speak to this bill with some trepidation because of the
largely emotional aspect of it.

Many years ago there was a song that was sung on the radio. It
went, “Ain't going to study war no more”. | will not sing it
because that may affect negatively on the people on the other side
of the House who may risein derision at my attempt to sing. It was
a spiritual song, ‘“Ain’'t going to study war no more”.

Without exception, al thinking people, al people with any
conscience at al, will agree that war is terribly bad. It is really
wrong. It is as great an evil as we can think of. Even if it involves
only the people who are enlisted, it still involves humans pointing
weapons at their fellow humans with the intent to kill them, and
success goes to the one who wipes out the other side.

® (1220)

It is a great aberration to our society. It is one that would drive
humanists to despair. For many years the humanists have said that
we as a humanity are getting better and better but it is quite clear
that is not happening. If | were ahumanist in the sense of that being
areligious faith, my faith would be severely shaken because of the
atrocities that have continued through the ages and which continue
to this very day. Quite clearly war crimes, atrocities committed in
war and indeed even atrocities that are committed outside of war
are abhorrent to us.

| think of another phrase. There are some things that are so evil,
so offensive, that it is even difficult for usto speak about them. The
atrocities of war certainly come into that category. | find it difficult
to even think about them let alone speak about them.

| happen to be sandwiched between two generations that have
firsthand experience with this. My grandparents and parents were
in the middle of such atrocities. My parentswerein their very early
teens when they escaped from what we affectionately call the old
country. They did so under the threat of losing their lives if they
stayed. They were able to escape. | have said in the House many
times and | will never stop saying it, how grateful | am that their
escape was successful, that my grandparents made the decision to
make Canada their home and that Canada, with its arms wide open
for refugees, accepted our family. | will be forever grateful for that.

| said | was sandwiched between two generations which have
had firsthand experience with this. The other side of it is the
experiences of my son, who | suppose picked up some of our
family values. He spent one summer while he was at university
working in third world countrieswith a Christian relief agency. The
stories he told of things that he observed firsthand are enough to
make one cry. It is impossible to imagine the things that humans
will do to one another. | want to relate just a few.

With aname like Epp, it is not to be unexpected that | have some
Mennonite heritage, since that name appears quite frequently in
Mennonite circles. My family members in southern Russia at the
end of the first world war and during the time of the Russian
revolution were considered to be enemies of the revolution because
they would not take up arms in order to annihilate fellow human
beings. They thought that was morally wrong so they would not do
it. As a result my family and all other Mennonite families were
considered by the revolutionaries to be enemies of the revolution.
Hence they became targets.

Many times late at night, sometimes after midnight, their homes
would be attacked by the revolutionaries. Because they knew that
the people who inhabited those homes were not for the revolution,
they were simply taken out and shot. Three of my materna
grandfather’s brothers lost their lives. It was a miracle that my
grandfather survived in that particular occurrence. There were
many other cases.

® (1225)

| read not too long ago The Diary of Anna Baerg who underwent
some of these atrocities and wrote about them in adiary not unlike
The Diary of Anne Frank. | recommend that book to al members.
Asamatter of fact, the government House leader had a copy of that
book and lent it to me since he knew of my interest in it. | read the
book carefully and with great interest because it represented the
things that my own family went through.

She relates some of the atrocities about the people who were
summarily shot, people she knew and lived with, her neighbours.
She indicated how one girl was not shot. She said in her book that
there are some things worse than death, and Madam Speaker, you
and | know what sheistalking about. | cannot help but grieve when
| think of the things people are willing to do to others.

My son worked in different places in Africa, in southern Sudan,
Somaliaand Rwanda. Heworked in Croatia. In Croatiaa home was
set up for women who suffered terribly in the conflict. He told me
stories that broke my heart about things that were done to children
while their mothers watched. The stories are so detestable that |
cannot and will not speak about them though the picture is very
vivid in my mind.

| do not know what the answer is. We have before us a hill to
bring to justice the people who do these things.

My son and his wife went to Rwanda. The government provided
them with a school so they could provide housing for the hundreds
of children whose parents were killed in the conflict. To kill parents
in front of their children and to leave the children on their ownisa
huge atrocity.

My son and hiswife had astheir first job to clean the school. The
school was filled with bullet holes. The enemies had entered the
school when it was in operation and when the so-called soldiers
left, every student and teacher in the school had been shot and
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subsequently died. My son’sjob wasto clean up all the messon the
walls. That school was used to house the children and give them
some shelter and love.

Madam Speaker, | see your signal and cannot believe that | have
only covered my preamble.

Canada's involvement in reducing the crime of war throughout
the country is what we should be emphasizing. Let us help to
spread the message of love and forgiveness and learn to live with
one another so these things do not happen. Yes, we must to the
degree that we are able, help to restrain the evil which pervades our
country and our very world and which leads to the hideous
atrocities committed against women, children and men.

[Translation]

Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Mercier, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise in turn to speak to the second group of amendments
to Bill C-19 to implement the Rome Statute in Canada, which will
help prepare for the creation of the International Criminal Court
and recognize that Canada has obligations.

® (1230)

| in turn wish to congratulate the Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs and International Trade on itswork. | must say that
| have been on two other committees during my parliamentary life
and | have greatly appreciated the committee’s ability to work in a
non-partisan manner on a number of issues.

This was certainly the case for this bill, and | congratulate the
committee chair. | aso pay tribute to al members and to the
departmental representatives who appeared before us. We worked
hard to come up with the best legislation possible for Canada.

That having been said, | aso wish to point out that it became
clear in the course of our work and aso from what was said by the
witnesses who appeared before us from the department, or from
one of the other departments, that this bill was progressive, but that
it could be even more so, especially with respect to jurisdiction and
immunity. It was on these two issues in particular that the member
for Beauharnois—Salaberry moved the amendments which | sec-
onded. Yes, we salute this bill.

We salute the work done to improveit, through the good faith of
all parties on the committee. | also point out that this bill can be
improved further. Some witnesses who appeared before the com-
mittee even admitted that, if has not yet been improved, it could be
improved later on, and in fact the discussion we brought about this
morning will pave the way for the committee’s subsequent work,
although we would like the government to agree this morning to
broaden the scope of the hill.

I will now give our reasons for having moved some of these
amendments. First, we would have liked the government to have

Government Orders

admitted, by adopting an amendment, that the present bill hasto do
with the performance of Canada's obligations under the Rome
Statute. If that is the objective, why not spell it out in the bill? This
leaves a doubt.

And this doubt is al the greater because in committee and now,
this morning, the Chair has told us that the government did not
want to include the Rome Statute and its amendments in a
schedule. | note that, in the ruling just now, the Chair cited
Beauchesne as saying that it is not necessary to include agreements
or treaties in implementing statutes. Our concern is not with the
need to do so, but the fact that this has already been done in other
Canadian implementing statutes.

Asfar as this law is concerned, we need to provide people with
some information, as the colleague who spoke before me has
already stated so eloquently, because the International Criminal
Court is still not well known. Often the NGOs who worked to
create it and the various government and international law experts
are the only ones to receive any information.

We need, however, to make the general public aware of the
preparations that have been made throughout the world in order to
create an international criminal court which would be empowered
to judge al those who have committed crimes of such enormity,
these horrible crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes.

® (1235)

War is never a clean business, but the countries have come to
mutual agreement on a certain number of rules relating to civilians
and prisoners of war. As we know, and as we have seen recently,
and continue to see, there are certain groups, certain troops that
have turned their backs on this international convention. The
crimes of genocide and crimes against humanity are defined in the
bill. These are definitions which will apply equally in future to
Canadian statutes and to the implementation of the provisions of
the Rome Statute.

We would have liked to have seen the Rome Statute and its
amendments given as an appendix to the bill, but what we would
have liked still more would have been to have the bill provide
broader jurisdiction for Canadian courts acting in this area.

What is meant by broader jurisdiction? | am not a lawyer, and
sometimes glad of it, since | then have to trandlate these thingsinto
words, which | hope will be understandable to everyone, what my
hon. colleagues say most precisely, but not aways in away that is
understandable to the genera public.

What broader jurisdiction means is that the Canadian courts
could judge people who have been charged of such crimes, not
solely those whose victims are Canadians or who, as perpetrators,
are Canadians, but also anyone who has committed such crimes.

The reaction to thiswill be “But that is extremely broad. Can it
be done?’ The answer isyes. | will quote the Minister of Foreign
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Affairs of Belgium. It should be known that Belgium enacted
legidation giving its courts broader powers. In June 1998, address-
ing a gathering of the representatives of the countries that formed
the project of an internationa tribunal, International Criminal
Court, Minister Derijke made the following announcement. He said
“In compliance with the principle of universal jurisdiction, my
country passed legisation enabling its courts and tribunals to
prosecute in 1993 suspected criminals”.

He did not say Belgian criminals or persons against whom
Belgians may have committed crimes. He referred instead to
persons suspected of having committed war crimes, regardless of
where the crimes were committed or the citizenship of the perpe-
trators. He is talking about an expanded universal jurisdiction.

| know that Canada acted as a catalyst during the drafting of the
Rome Statute. | know also that departmental officials, and external
affairs officials in particular, worked hard on it and | salute them.
At the same time | serve notice that the Bloc will keep on working
to expand jurisdiction.

But there is more at issue, namely the issue of immunity. But
even with expanded powers or jurisdictions, if at the sametime, we
in Canada were to grant immunity to former general Pinochet, for
instance, then, we would have failed.

Thisisthe reason why we introduced these amendments. It isnot
to unduly prolong the proceedings of the House. We thought this
voice should be heard in the House of Commons during this debate.
| have heard colleagues from at least one other party who were
receptive to our comments.

® (1240)

It will not be easy to establish the International Criminal Court.
Nine countries have already ratified the treaty. Canada will soon
follow, but 60 signatories are required. Once the treaty has been
ratified by 60 countries, the court will have jurisdiction over the
signatory countries, but it will have to go through the security
council counsel to have jurisdiction over other countries or crimi-
nals who take refuge or are living in other countries, hence the
importance for countries, as the Belgium minister said, to give
themselves the broadest jurisdiction possible.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isthe House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The question is on
Motion No. 2. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Some hon. members. No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No.2
lost.

(Motion No. 2 negatived)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The question is on
Motion No. 5. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 5
lost.

(Motion No. 5 negatived)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The question in on
Motion No. 6. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.
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An hon. member: On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 6
lost.

(Motion No. 6 negatived)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The question is on
Motion No. 8. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 8
lost.

(Motion No. 8 negatived)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison
Motion No. 9. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 9
lost.

(Motion No. 9 negatived)
[English]

Hon. Lucienne Robillard (for the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Lib.) moved that the bill be concurred in.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isit the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Government Orders

Some hon. members. No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.
Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

Some hon. members. On division.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): | declare the motion
carried.

(Motion agreed to)

® (1245)

CANADA NATIONAL PARKSACT

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-27, an act
respecting the national parks of Canada, as reported (with amend-
ment) from the committee.

SPEAKER'SRULING

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): There are 15 motions
in amendment standing on the notice paper for the report stage of
Bill C-27.

The motions will be grouped for debate as follows:
Group No. 1, Motions Nos. 1 to 5, 10 and 13.
Group No. 2, Motions Nos. 6, 7, 11, 12 and 15.
Group No. 3, Motions Nos. 8 and 9.

Group No. 4, Motion No. 14.

The voting patterns for the motions within each group are
available at the table. The Chair will remind the House of each
pattern at the time of voting.

I will now submit Motions Nos. 1 to 5 and 10 and 13 to the
House.

MOTIONSIN AMENDMENT

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Canadian Alliance)
moved:
Motion No. 1

That Bill C-27, in Clause 5, be amended by replacing line 28 on page 3 with the
following:

**(b) the government of the province and the local government body in which”
Motion No. 2

That Bill C-27, in Clause 6, be amended by replacing line 41 on page 3 with the
following:

*“province and the local government body in which the lands to be included in”

Mr. Rick Laliberte (Churchill River, NDP) moved:
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Motion No. 3

That Bill C-27, in Clause 8, be amended by adding after line 13 on page 5 the
following:

“(3) For the purposes of maintaining or restoring ecologica integrity, the
Minister shall, where applicable,

(a) work cooperatively with federal and provincial ministers and agencies, local
and aboriginal governments and organizations, bodies established under land
claims agreements, representatives of park communities, private organizations,
individuals and landowners in or adjacent to a park; and

(b) participate in the development and implementation of processes and programs
that may reasonably be expected to affect ecological integrity, including research,
education, land use planning and environmental assessments.”

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Canadian Alliance)
moved:

Motion No. 4

That Bill C-27, in Clause 10, be amended by adding before line 1 on page 6 the
following:

(2.1) An agreement entered into pursuant to paragraph (2)(b) must take into
account any traditional supply of water from the park.”

Motion No. 5

That Bill C-27, in Clause 12, be amended by adding after line 30 on page 6 the
following:

“(1.1) For greater certainty, the Minister shall provide opportunities for public
participation in respect of

(a) the determination of anincreasein fees, rates, rentsand other chargesfor the use
of park resources and facilities, and

(b) the control of access to parks by air.”
Motion No. 10

That Bill C-27, in Clause 33, be amended by adding after line 38 on page 22 the
following:

“(1.1) A person who is amember of or who has a proprietary interest in the lands
included in the park community is entitled to a reasonable opportunity to be
consulted and make representations in respect of the development and approval of
the community plan for the park community.”

Mr. Rick Laliberte (Churchill River, NDP) moved:
Motion No. 13

That Bill C-27, in Clause 40, be amended

(a) by replacing line 41 on page 26 with the following:

**40. (1) The application of this Act to a park”

(b) by adding after line 44 on page 26 the following:

“(2) The application of this Act to a park reserve is subject to traditional
aboriginal ecological knowledge and recognition of the integral role that such
knowledge plays in the traditional renewable resource harvesting activities of
aboriginal persons.”

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Canadian Alliance):
Mr. Speaker, itismy pleasure to debate Bill C-27, an act respecting
the national parks act of Canada at report stage.

The Canadian Alliance have made a number of amendments to
help improve the legidation in the following areas. First, to

strengthen democratic processes as well making it more inclusive;
second, to help the parks administration become more accountable
for its decision making; third, to recognize the traditional historic
rights to access water from a park; and fourth, to make sure that
park wardens have all the resources needed to do their jobs.

Let me being by saying that our amendments to clauses 5 and 6
will make the consultation process much more inclusive by
including local government bodies in the text. We at the federa
level always talk about municipal governments and how important
they are but rarely do we include them in our legidation. It is
irresponsible for the federal state to not recognize local govern-
ment bodies throughout the act.

| still remember the present Prime Minister, in June 1996 at a
FCM Calgary convention, telling the folks how important the
municipalities were in Canada. Well, Mr. Prime Minister, the
municipalities are all still waiting to be acknowledged. Perhaps
accepting this amendment would be a good start.

The Canadian Alliance amendment to clause 10 by adding the
words ““traditional supply water from the park’ will recognize the
historic rights which existed prior to the formation of the park. This
amendment will break the gridlock between Parks Canada and
Dauphin, my home town. Dauphin has drawn water from the
Riding Mountain National Park since the early 1900s, predating the
existence of the park. Today the water source of the town is the
same. Over the last decade, under my watch as the former mayor,
an agreement could not be ironed out. Recognizing the traditional
rights of the town will be abig help in finalizing an agreement with
the park.

Having the ability to draw water from a park does not mean it is
potable. In 1995 Dauphin was inflicted with a water emergency
much like Walkerton, the only difference was that the infected did
not die. They became very sick from drinking the park water. We
found out that the water was contaminated with a micro-organism
caled giardia. The source of this giardia were the beavers in the
park. A boil order lasted for amost two years until a new water
treatment plant was constructed. The giardia is still in the water
from the park.

® (1250)

Our amendment to clause 12 states that for greater certainty,
whenever fees, rents, rates and other charges for the use of park
resources and facilities are increased, the minister shall provide
opportunity for public participation. In others words, the people
must have a say whenever an increase is levied. The public must
have input to decisions that are made which affect their pocket-
book. If they do not have input, it is taxation without representa-
tion.

The Canadian Alliance amendment to clause 18 ensures that
park wardens will have access to all resources that are required,
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including the possession of afirearm for the enforcement of this act
and the regulations in al parts of the Canada, and for the
preservation and maintenance of the public peace in parks.

Ten out of eleven provincial natural resources organizations
equip their officers with firearms. | ask members to put themselves
in their shoes before opposing this amendment. These officers have
families and love ones like you and me, Mr. Speaker.

Our next amendment to clause 33 mandates that as a person who
is a member of or who has a proprietary interest in the lands
included in the park community is entitled to a reasonable opportu-
nity to be consulted and make representation in respect of the
development and approval of the community plan for the park
community. In other words, if the park user has an interest in the
park, then they need to have access to decision making. This in
essence calls for democratizing the decision making process.

The Canadian Alliance’s last amendment deals with the whole
issue of air safety. This issue has been debated for too long. Small
aircraft flying through the Rocky Mountains need alternate landing
strips in case of emergency. This is the reason that all airstrips in
national parks should be in operational condition. COPA has been
lobbying for this change for too many years. This amendment was
made for the purpose of public safety. The air facilities in national
parks should be open at al times. The saving of one life is worth
supporting this amendment. As apilot who has been flying for over
30 years, this amendment is about saving lives, and | ask my
colleagues for their support.

As Canadians we al love our national parks. We al use national
parks in different ways. Some of us like to use the beaches and
some the campgrounds, some like to see the town sites and some
the wilderness areas, and some like to take part in the nature
programs. Parks and people go hand in hand. Can anyoneimaginea
park without giving people access?

Having travelled and consulted with most of the western park
communities, what | found disturbing was the lack of trust in Parks
Canada by both seasonal and full time residents of national parks.
People want to be treated with openness, honesty and respect. | do
not think this will happen unless this legislation mandates compul-
sory consultation and accountability. The problem at this time is
that the buck does not stop anywhere. | believe checks and balances
are needed to ensure that the buck does stop somewhere.

In closing, | say that our amendments were made with the
objective to improve thisbill. | ask all membersfor their support to
these amendment.

[Translation]

Mr. Pierre de Savoye (Portneuf, BQ): Mr. Speaker, during
second reading of Bill C-27 on national parks, the Bloc Quebecois
indicated that it was in agreement in principle, but that it intended
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to raise some important concerns. First, there was the issue of
maintaining and restoring the ecological integrity of parks, and the
question of the time limits for the examination of ministerial orders
with respect to amendments to certain schedules of the proposed
legidation, which we feel are too short.

There was also the issue of respect for the rights of communities
living within or near parks and, finally, the designation of historic
sites, without consulting provinces or municipalities.

Following representations made to the Standing Committee on
Canadian Heritage by the various interested parties, the Bloc
Quebecois moved twenty or so amendments. The committee
agreed to include a definition of ecological integrity in the bill.

Wewould also have liked clause 4 to deal more directly with this
issue of ecologica integrity, but we are happy that clause 8
stipulates that the minister’'s first priority shall be matters of
ecological integrity.

The committee extended the time limit for examining ministerial
orders to amend certain schedules to the legislation from 20 to 30
days. Thisisno guarantee that the committees responsible for these
matters will be convened, but it reduces the risk considerably and
we are satisfied.

® (1255)

The issue of respect for the rights of communities living within
or near parks has not, in our view, been entirely resolved. However,
clause 12 has been considerably improved so as to require the
minister to encourage the public to participate in the devel opment
of policies and regulations that might concern it.

In addition, | must point out that, thanks to the intervention of
the member for Manicouagan, the representations from inhabitants
of the Mingan Archipelago were well received. Thus, in accor-
dance with the wishes expressed by its inhabitants, the Mingan
Archipelago has been added to the list of parksin clause 17 of the
bill in respect of which the minister may make regulations regard-
ing the exercise of traditional renewable resource harvesting
activities. Besides, the limits of the park in the Mingan Archipela
go will be, for each idand, at the high water mark, as the
representatives of the area wanted it to be.

On another topic, clause 42 of the bill provides that the governor
in council may set any land as anational historic site to commemo-
rate a historic event or preserve a historic landmark.

At first sight, these provisions appear desirable and harmless,
but a closer examination shows that the minister could intrude,
without provinces and even interested municipalities being aware,
on sites and historic sites and deal with them and develop them the
way he wants without necessarily abiding by town planning,
zoning or any other municipal bylaws or provincia regulations.
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Thereisarisk that a quiet neighbourhood might be transformed
over night. A historic town centre could become afederal property,
one building at the time, and the whole of it would become free
from any obligation relating to provincia regulations or municipal
bylaws. This is unacceptable in my opinion.

The Bloc Quebecois moved in the Standing Committee on
Canadian Heritage an amendment proposing that such acquisitions
should at least be approved by the provinces or province involved.
The amendment was rejected by the Liberal majority.

This is why, and we will come to that later, | move that this
clause be withdrawn, as it creates this type of risk for our
provinces, municipalities and populations. If the House does not
withdraw this section, | urge al provincial legislatures to legislate
in order to subject to the approval of a provincial minister all rea
property transactions that would result in the transfer of asiteto the
federal government for the purpose of making it an historical site.

In this way the transaction could be made, but the provincial
government and the municipalities would know about it and would
be able to take steps to ensure that those transactions are respectful
of the people and the authorities concerned.

To conclude, the Bloc will support the bill as amended at report
stage. We will, however, be carefully monitoring how Parks
Canada, whose priority must be the preservation and restoration of
the environmental integrity, is carrying out its mission .

[English]

Mr. Rick Laliberte (Churchill River, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to stand and speak on the amendments to Bill C-27, an act
respecting the national parks of Canada.

During this portion of our parliamentary role at second reading, |
would like to state our appreciation for the outstanding levels of
co-operation during the committee hearings and the support from
Canada Parks personnel and their input in making our jobs as
parliamentarians possible throughout the legislative process.

| believe that parliamentarians and the national parks should be
above politics, and that the thrust of this for future generations will
be toward a better future for our national parks and our national
treasures.

® (1300)

| call on members on both sides of the House to work together
toward a strong and powerful act that can create a positive future
for the integrity of national parks and the viability for future
generations to look forward to preserving our nationa heritage.

We will be supporting the bill and seeking the amendments that
we have put forward to this point. Our first group of amendmentsis

issues of clarity. Our second group of amendments is issues of
concurrence. | would call on members to support those amend-
ments as well.

Mr. Mark Muise (West Nova, PC): Mr. Speaker, | too am
pleased to rise in the House to participate in the debate on Bill
C-27, an act representing national parks. Before | begin to address
the motions | should like to take a moment to express some of the
frustration and disappointment | have felt with the government in
the way it has tried to push this piece of legislation through the
House before the end of the session.

For instance, a couple of weeks ago we were notified that we
would be debating Bill C-27 at second reading the following
Wednesday. Late on Thursday afternoon we got a cal that we
would be debating Bill C-27 the next day. | wasfortunate that | was
present and could participate in the debate, but some of my
colleagues were not able to do so. That is the type of thing that
takes away from the good will in the heritage committee and from
the ability to properly participate in the process.

We saw some of this going on in committee when we had to sit
extended hours for two or three days just so that we could listen to
all the witnesses that had to come before us. | am not bothered by
the fact that we had to work extended hoursbut | felt we had to rush
and could not properly do all that had to be done. It meant that we
had not only to listen to testimony but also had to study and read
transcripts. The period of time to do that was too compressed and
took away from our ability as parliamentarians to do our work in
the proper way.

| congratul ate the member for Dauphin—Swan River for submit-
ting his thoughtful amendments. | only regret, however, that he
chose to withdraw the same amendments from the heritage com-
mittee during clause by clause consideration where we would have
had the opportunity to debate them to see exactly where he was
going with this piece of legidation and his amendments.

| thought some of the amendments that the member made were
quite reasonable. When he refused to put them forward at the
heritage committee | began questioning whether the member had
changed his mind and now agreed with the government’s position
on the particular clauses.

Enough about that. Let me touch a little on the motions before
us, in particular Motions Nos. 1 and 2 introduced by the member
for Dauphin—Swan River. These motions would have the federal
government seek agreement with the provinces and the local
governing body when creating or enlarging a park.

Like the member for Dauphin—Swan River, | also was con-
cerned with ensuring that people living within the park communi-
ties had a chance to take part in the discussions and have input, but
the problem arises with the ability to define local government and
to describe exactly what it means.
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Banff has its own government. We know that the federal
government would not like to see that. We recognize that Jasper
really did not want that type of thing but wanted some input into the
process. The difficulty lies in defining exactly what local govern-
ment is.

Motion No. 3 was introduced by my hon. colleague from
Churchill River. This maotion further highlights the extent to which
negotiations must be undertaken with all stakeholders.

® (1305)

We introduced an amendment during clause by clause consider-
ation by the heritage committee that would specifically include
commercial interest as part of the negotiations. The government
changed the clause such that we could support what it did that
would make the process broader to include commercial interests as
well. This amendment would serve to strengthen the consultation
process.

Motion No. 4 is an amendment again introduced by my col-
league from Dauphin—Swan River. It would ensure that the federal
government could not cut off the traditional supply of water to
adjacent residents. With the focus on ecological integrity, mainte-
nance and restoration, this could possibly come into play. It isnot a
bad idea. It isthere to ensure that the supply of fresh water remains
constant.

Motion No. 5 was aso introduced by my colleague from
Dauphin—SwanRiver. | like this amendment becauseiit giveslocal
residents a greater say in determining the increase in fees, rates,
rents and other charges for those who use park resources and
facilities. Since this affects them directly they should have asay in
it.

It might also help prevent the astronomical increase in property
taxes that the people of Jasper are now being threatened with.
Perhaps through public input we could determine an appropriate
cost for entering our national parks areas that will be affordable to
the average Canadian. We want all Canadians to be able to enjoy
our national parts. That is what national parks are all about.

Motion No. 5 concerns the control of access to parks by air,
which again wasintroduced by my colleague from Dauphin—Swan
River. | know heisan avid pilot who has been flying for years. This
issue had been dealt with in the past by the removal of an airport at
Banff. It is my belief the landing strip should be maintained for
emergency purposes just in case it is needed. It should be main-
tained for those purposes.

Motion No. 10 was introduced by the hon. member for Dau-
phin—Swan River. We would like to encourage participation by all
stakeholdersin any decision making process. We want operators of
our ski hillsto have an equal say in the future of their industry. As
any homeowner or business owner, they have arole to play in the
creation of a community plan.

Government Orders

Motion No. 13 wasintroduced by the hon. member for Churchill
River. | am not certain it reinforces the rights of aboriginal people
to carry on their traditional renewable resource harvesting activi-
ties. The language of the government better addresses this concern.
However we do not dispute the aboriginal peoplesright to carry on
their traditional harvesting in park reserves.

In conclusion, | thank the House for allowing me this time to
speak to these motions and to the reworking and preparation of Bill
C-27.

[Translation]

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | will not be very long.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank my colleagues from
all parties who are members of the Standing Committee on
Canadian Heritage for the excellent work they have done.

| believe that we had a good discussion on Bill C-27. We heard
many witnesses and, on the whole—I suppose that everyone is not
satisfied in terms of the measures they wanted—the committee met
the concerns expressed during the hearings.

For example, for the aboriginals, we included a notwithstanding
clause and made other amendmentsin reply to certain concernsthat
were expressed. We did the same thing for ecological integrity.
Each opposition party wanted a definition of this concept. The
government suggested one, which was amended and which ob-
tained the unanimous assent of committee. The same thing hap-
pened in terms of the concerns expressed by the communities
living in the parks.

® (1310)

We tried, in clauses 10 and 12, to partly follow their recommen-
dations, by ensuring that they will be consulted and that the
minister can conclude agreements with a variety of groups, includ-
ing business interests, among others.

| believe we really met the concerns of those who made that
presentation. For the benefit of my colleague from Portneuf, | must
make a small correction concerning the Mingan Archipelago.

Thisis not a big deal, but | want to mention that the reason the
government fully endorsed and followed through with the propos-
als of this community is mainly the quality of the delegation we
received and of its presentation. The members of the delegation
were very warm in the way they convinced us of the legitimacy of
their proposals. | believe they convinced everybody.

True enough, their MP made representations, but the quality of
this group had alot to do with the government’s decision. | wanted
to make sure the people from Mingan knew that it isin great part
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dueto their work that they will be satisfied if. thebill is passed. | do
not want to guess what the House will decide. | wanted to make
sure they knew it.

Finaly, | want to mention that in the first group we will support
Amendment No. 4, but none of the others. Again, overal, the
concerns raised by the opposition parties and by the groups that
appeared before the committee were listened to. We amended the
bill to reflect them in a positive way.

[English]

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isthe House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The question is on
Motion No. 1. Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the the
motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

Some hon. members. On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 1
lost on division.

(Motion No. 1 negatived)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison
Motion No. 2. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

Some hon. members. On division.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The motion is lost on
division.

(Motion No. 2 negatived)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison
Motion No. 3. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCleland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

Some hon. members. On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 3
lost on division.

(Motion No. 3 negatived)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison
Motion No. 4. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 4
carried.

(Motion No. 4 agreed to)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison
Motion No. 5. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

® (1315)
Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.
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TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 5
lost on division.

(Motion No. 5 negatived)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison
Motion No. 10. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCleland): | declare Motion
No. 10 lost on division.

(Motion No. 10 negatived)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison
Motion No. 13. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCleland): | declare Motion
No. 13 lost on division.

(Motion No. 13 negatived)

Government Orders

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): We will now proceed
to the motions in Group No. 2.

Mr. Rick Laliberte (Churchill River, NDP) moved:
Motion No. 6

That Bill C-27, in Clause 14, be amended by adding after line 36 on page 7 the
following:

**(5) Where a management plan that exists at the time this Act comes into force
sets out an area of a park as a wilderness area, the Minister shall recommend to the
Governor in Council that the area be declared a wilderness area within two years of
the coming into force of this Act.”

Motion No. 7

That Bill C-27, in Clause 16, be amended by replacing line 47 on page 10 with the
following:

**zones governing uses of land and buildings consistent with the principle of no
net negative environmental impact;”

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Canadian Alliance)
moved:

Motion No. 11

That Bill C-27 be amended by adding after line 42 on page 24 the following new
clause:

**36.1 (1) No lease or licence of occupation may be granted for the purpose of air
facilities on public lands in a park except within the aerodromes that are in existence
at the time this Act comes into force and are located within a park, including Banff
National Park of Canada and Jasper National Park of Canada.

(2) For the purposes of public safety, the air facilities within the existing
aerodromes referred to in subsection (1) shall continue in operation.”

Motion No. 12
That Bill C-27 be amended by adding after line 42 on page 24 the following:
“(3) For the purposes of this section, the word ‘‘aerodrome’’ has the same
meaning as in the Aeronautics Act.”
Mr. Rick Laliberte (Churchill River, NDP) moved:
Motion No. 15

That Bill C-27 be amended by adding after line 23 on page 31 the following new
clause:

“58.1 Section 2 of the Act is amended by adding the following in aphabetical
order:

“ecological integrity”” “‘intégrité écologique” *“ecological integrity’” means, with
respect to a park, a condition that is determined to be characteristic of its natural
region and likely to persist, including abiotic components and the composition and
abundance of native species and biological communities, rates of change and
supporting processes.”

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Debate. Is the House
ready for the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The question is on
Motion No. 6.

[Translation]

Mr. Pierre de Savoye (Portneuf, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | riseon a
point of order. Did you say on debate?
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TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Yes, | asked if an hon.
member wished to speak. | did not see five members rise. | am
sorry, | did not see the hon. member.

[English]

May we have the unanimous consent of the House to revert to
debate to hear the hon. member for Portneuf?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

[Translation]

Mr. Pierre de Savoye (Portneuf, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | will only
take a few seconds to say that | did not in any way intend to
minimize the excellent representations made by the people from
the Mingan Archipelago. | simply wanted to point out that their MP
chartered a plane to allow them to appear before the committee.

| think that is most praiseworthy on the part of the member, and
that it needed to be pointed out in the House, without minimizing
the excellent representations made by these witnesses.

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): For the people in the
gallery and the people watching, much of what is being done here
at this moment is being done on a pro forma basis through
negotiation with all parties. Members of the House and people who
are familiar with the bill understand what is transpiring. Much of
what we are doing now is a matter of legal formality and that is
why it is going through so quickly.

| want to assure people in the gallery and people watching at
home that this is not being done in a cavalier fashion.

Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The question is on
Motion No. 6. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

® (1320)
Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 6
lost on division.

(Motion No. 6 negatived)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison
Motion No. 7. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 7
lost on division.

(Motion No. 7 negatived)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison
Motion No. 11. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No.
11 lost. | therefore declare Motion No. 12 lost on division.

(Motion No. 11 negatived)

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The next questionison
Motion No. 15. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.
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Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCleland): | declare Motion
No. 15 lost.

(Moation No. 15 negatived)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCleland): | will now put to the
House the motions in Group No. 3.

Mr. Inky Mark (Dauphin—Swan River, Canadian Alliance)
moved:

Motion No. 8

That Bill C-27, in Clause 18, be amended by replacing line 31 on page 14 with the
following:

**18. (1) The Minister may designate persons”’
Motion No. 9

That Bill C-27, in Clause 18, be amended by adding after line 40 on page 14 the
following:

**(2) For greater certainty, park wardens are entitled to (a) the protection provided
by the law to peace officers within the meaning of the Criminal Code; and (b) access
to all of the resources that are required, including the possession of afirearm, for the
enforcement of this Act and the regulations in any part of Canada and for the
preservation and maintenance of the public peace in parks.”

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isthe House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The question is on
Motion No. 8. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare Motion No. 8
lost. | therefore declare Motion No. 9 lost.

(Motion No. 8 negatived)

Government Orders

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | will now put the
motions in Group No. 4 to the House.

[Translation]

Mr. Pierre Savoye (Portneuf, BQ) moved:
Motion No. 14
That Bill C-27 be amended by deleting Clause 42.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isit the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the nays
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCleland): | declare Motion
No. 14 lost.

(Moation No. 14 negatived)
[English]

Hon. Lucienne Robillard (for the Minister of Canadian
Heritage) moved that the bill, as amended, be concurred in at
report stage with a further amendment.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isit the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

An hon. member: On division.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | declare the motion
carried on division.

(Motion agreed to)
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Canadian choices and that they are connected to other Canadians

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas—Charlottenburgh, and to the very diverse Canadian culture. This means focusing on

Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. Discussions have
taken place between the parties and there is agreement for the
following. | move, pursuant to Standing Order 45(7), to further
defer the recorded divisions scheduled for Monday, June 12, 2000
on Motion No. 237 and Bill C-214 until the end of Government
Orders on Tuesday, June 13, 2000.

® (1325)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): The House has heard
the terms of the motion. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

(Motion agreed to)

Mr. Bob Kilger: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order. | believe
you would find unanimous consent to see the clock as being

1.30 p.m.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Is there unanimous
consent to see the clock as 1.30 p.m.?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): We will now proceed
to Private Members Business.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]

CULTURAL INDUSTRY
The House resumed from May 1 consideration of the motion.

Mrs. Karen Redman (Kitchener Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased to speak to Motion No. 259 which states that the
government should give consideration to exempting up to $30,000
of income from income tax as a gesture of support for those artists,
writers and performers who work in Canada’s cultural industry.
The motion has been brought forward by the member for Kam-
loops—Thompson and Highland Valleys.

On the surface it seems to be a proposal which is very much in
harmony with the government’s stand on the arts. The government
recognizes the importance of providing continued support to
individuals engaged in the arts. However, this is not the way to do
it.

the creation of Canadian content and supporting creators, artists
and innovators. It means enhancing the capacity of cultural organi-
zations, cultural industries and cultural institutions to build and
retain audiences and to seize both the opportunities and the
challenges created by the globalization and new technologies
which are unfolding. It means finding ways to build connections
among Canadians across communities, to connect Canadians to the
world, and to engage young Canadians in al that we do.

Our government’s commitment also means taking into account
the uniqueness and the distinct character of Quebec culture and the
needs and circumstances of French language communities in other
parts of Canada as well.

Taken at aglance, the proposed tax exemption for artists, writers
and performers could be seen to be very consistent with these
stated objectives. However on closer inspection, it becomes less
clear that such a tax exemption is warranted.

Since 1997 | have been a member of the Standing Committee on
Finance. It is interesting that this motion has come forward for
consideration by the government, yet creators have come to the
finance committee and asked us to look at initiatives such as
income averaging or indeed some of the aspects of the Irish model.

Income earned by artists, writers, composers and scul ptors from
the sale of their work is exempt from tax in Ireland only under
certain circumstances. In Ireland, section 195 of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act, 1997, empowers revenue to determine that artistic
works which are origina and creative are recognized as having
cultural or artistic merit and may have an exemption from tax
within the year in which the claim is made.

It is done through the minister of finance. It is determined in
consultation with a board or body of persons that are knowledge-
able in this area of art. It looks at the sale of artistic endeavours
such as a book or other writing, a play, a musical composition, a
painting or other like picture, and a sculpture. It also has a proviso
that claimants for artists exemption must be resident or ordinarily
reside and be domiciled in Ireland.

These are initiatives the government has been encouraged to
look at and | believe there is merit in doing so. However the motion
before usissimply atax exemption of up to $30,000 for artists who
reside in Canada. | would emphasize that the tax system already
has features, several unique measures as a matter of fact, that
support our artistic and cultural sectors.

® (1330)

Certified Canadian film productions produced by qualified
corporations have a special refundable tax credit which covers up
to 12% of the cost of the eligible production. It replaces a previous
system of capital cost allowance deductions for certain investors
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that was in place until 1995 and it maximises a benefit for the
eligible productions.

As well, Canadian art objects purchased by businesses for
display purposes are eligible for a generous depreciation allow-
ance, notwithstanding the fact that such art objects may retain their
value or indeed appreciate in value over time. This provision
enhances the exposure given to Canadian art.

The designation of the national arts service organization pro-
vides national not for profit art groups with the same tax treatment
as charities. This has done much to enhance that sector. Artists may
deduct the cost of creating a work of art in the year incurred even
though the work may not be sold until a later date. This provision
recognizes the difficulty that many artists face when attributing
costs to a particular work and carrying inventory over long periods
of time.

Employed artists and musicians may deduct certain expenses
against income from that employment notwithstanding that most
employment expenses are non-deductible. Specifically, employed
artists may deduct expenses related to their artistic endeavours up
to an annual limit.

Employed musicians are able to claim the cost of maintenance,
rental, insurance and capital cost alowance on musica instru-
ments. The specia deductions recognize that these expenses are
required in order to carry on employment in these fields.

Artists may aso elect to value charitable gifts from their
inventory at any amount up to their fair market value. This
provision removes an obstacle for artists donating their works to
charities, museums and other public institutions.

Certain objects certified to be of cultural importance to Canada
are exempt from capital gains tax if donated to a designated
museum or art gallery. This provision helps to ensure that artistic
works of cultural significance are retained in Canada.

These are important provisions. They demonstrate that the
government has taken steps to ensure that the tax system does not
form a barrier to engaging in artistic endeavours. However the
proposal before us today does not seek to address a specified
problem faced by artists. Rather, the proposal is for a substantial
tax exemption for al individuals recognized as artists. Such atax
exemption would raise significant concerns in the context of the
income tax policy and administration.

From the perspective of equity | am sure we would all agree that
the tax system should as much as possible treat individuals in
similar circumstancesin asimilar manner. This meansthat individ-
uals with comparable incomes and needs should pay comparable
amounts of tax. However under the proposed exemption an eligible
artist would pay substantially less tax than another individual in a
comparable position who is not an artist. This would seem to meto
be highly unfair.

Private Members' Business

| am certain that other taxpayers would also see thisissue in the
same light. It would be very difficult to explain to a hard working
taxpayer why she should be faced with atax liability while another
individual at the same income did not pay any tax whatsoever
simply because she was an artist. For this reason aone | find the
proposal before us today to be flawed.

Moreover, the proposal is overly vague in severa crucia
aspects. First, the proposed exemption would require that some
definition of eligible artists be developed. However the motion
makes no reference to this definition.

It istrue that some definitions already exist. For example, in the
Status of the Artist Act and in the guidelines used by the Canada
Council for the Artsthere are definitions, but these definitions were
not created with the income tax system in mind and would likely
have to be revised.

It is difficult to imagine that any definition could be developed
that would satisfactorily address all needs of interested parties.
Without a doubt any definition that excluded a given group or
artistic activity would be subject to dispute and would be very
difficult both to administer and to control.

® (1335)

The motion before us does not specify whether the proposed
exemption is to apply to the income from the artists' endeavours
only or to all income earned by dligible individuals no matter how
they are defined.

Limiting the exemption to artistic income would seem to be too
restrictive, especially by part time artists and performers. However
extending the exemption to all sources of income seems to be
overly generous and would encapture people that perhaps do art as
a hobby or simply as asideline. These are just a few of the things
that make the motion before us so problematic.

In conclusion, while encouraging our arts and cultural industries
has been and will continue to be an important priority for Cana-
dians, | do not believe the proposed tax exemption would be an
appropriate policy tool and | do not support it.

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | am
very happy to enter the debate and to speak in favour of Motion
No. 259 as put forward by the member for Kamloops, Thompson
and Highland Valleys. | know the hon. member spent agreat deal of
time speaking to arts and cultural groups across the country. In fact
it was at their request that the member put the idea forward for
debate in the House of Commons.

Motion No. 259 has the endorsation of 30 arts and cultural
groups across the country such as the Canadian Conference of the
Arts, the Writer’'s Union of Canada, the Society of Composers,
Authors and Music Publishers of Canada, and the Canada Council
for the Arts, just to name a few of the many groups that have come
forward asking parliament to recognize in a meaningful way
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through our tax system the contribution arts and cultural communi-
ties make not only to the Canadian cultura fabric but to the
Canadian economy.

Motion No. 259 seeks to amend the tax system to introduce tax
fairness for our working creators. It would encourage an income
tax reduction that would be similar to that already offered in the
province of Quebec for working artists. Once again the province of
Quebec seemsto be leading the way in thistype of issue. At least it
has recognized the value of the cultural industry in that province
and has made meaningful changes to that effect.

Motion No. 259 would benefit those artists and creators who
earn very little income. We are only aware of the artists who have
reached celebrity status. Granted, there are some musicians and
artists who become famous and earn agood deal of money, but the
incomes of most creators are over 50% below the national average.

Just by way of an example, the Writer’s Union of Canada states
that the average annual income of writers is less than $12,000 a
year. According to Statistics Canada visual artists earned on
average $12,633 in 1995. The Crafts Association of British Colum-
bia states that 50% of its members reported earnings of less than
$5,000 per year from their craft and 31% reported earnings of
between $5,000 and $20,000 a year. That is the reality of most
people working in the arts and cultural communities. Whether one
isawriter, avisua artist, a filmmaker, amusician or a dancer, that
is the readlity.

If we want people to be in those positions and if we value the
cultura institutions by which Canada identifies itself and in which
Canada takes great pride, we need to support thoseindividualsin a
meaningful way.

Motion No. 259 recommends that up to $30,000 of income be
exempt. This would change the basic personal exemption to up to
$30,000 of income earned from the activity for which the person is
registered, not of their total overall earnings. If they are earning
supplementary income from another type of work obviously they
would be subject to the same tax as everyone else. Thisisthe actua
copyrighted work that they are producing as an aspect of the art in
which they are involved. | think it is very realistic. Other countries
have undertaken it and we have some evidence to draw from asto
what it would actually cost or what the pick-up would be were this
offered to the artistic community.

® (1340)

One of the most famous examples is Ireland. Ireland, as every-
one knows, is well known for its arts, culture, music, great writers
and great poets. People in its cultural sector are valued, treasured,
appreciated and accurately reflected in the income tax system. |
have some examples of how the Irish system works, but it would be
safe to say that we could look to this model.

The motion put forward by the member from Kamloopsis vague
for a purpose. The member genuinely wanted to stimulate this

debate. He did not want to say what we should be doing or how it
must be done. He wanted us to speak in the House openly and
freely about whether or not we value our creators in the cultural
sector.

People working in the arts and cultural sectors make up 8% of
our total labour force. It is actualy larger than forestry, mining and
agriculture combined. | do not believe we recognize them and the
contribution they make not just to our quality of life, which is
important, but to our economy.

It would be a very small cost factor. | believe there is no ceiling
in Ireland on its tax break for income earned from artistic endea-
vours, aswe are recommending. Even there where they have many
peopleinvolved in the arts and cultural sector and with no celling it
only costs about $12 million Canadian per year. Frankly that is not
agreat deal of money when we consider the contribution it makes
to the economy of Ireland. Perhaps we could view the impact of the
program being recommended by the member from Kamloopsin a
comparable light. That would be the approximate price tag we
would be contemplating.

We believe that our arts and cultura community has been
underrecognized. We expect artists to be there when we want to be
entertained. We assume they will always be there because for the
love of their craft they are willing to starve and live in some garret,
the stereotype of the starving artist. That is not necessary. If we
value the product we should be demonstrating that realistically
with a tax exemption.

Other industries receive exemptions because we value them.
There are capital gains exemptions for businesses and so on. People
in other occupations enjoy that type of tax credit. It isarecognition
of the way we value them in our community, but we do not do the
same with artists, musicians, dancers and so on.

Some artists face real costs to carry on their craft. Musicians
these days, whether violinists or pianists, may have $100,000
invested in their instruments. They are paid abysmally because| do
not think there is a symphony orchestra that is adequately funded.
After studying al their lives and investing an absolute fortunein a
quality instrument they are virtualy paid peanuts.

The motion put forward by the member from Kamloops in some
way takes some steps toward recognizing the hardship faced by
those who create in our artsand cultural sector. We valuethem. The
NDP caucusis quite interested in thismotion. | was very pleased to
be able to speak to it today. We are disappointed that the first
member who spoke from the Liberal side dismissed the idea
without a great deal of thought or getting into it in any detail.

The only way we could investigate this fully isto deal with it at
the finance committee. If the motion were alowed to pass at
second reading we could do that. | point out that parliament has
dealt with the issue in the past. In 1982 we al remember the
Applebaum-Hébert commission on Canadian cultura life. It
pointed out that the largest subsidy to the cultural life in Canada
came not from governments, corporations or other patrons, but
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from the artists themselves through their unpaid and underpaid
labour. As early as 1982 we were seized of this issue.

® (1345)

In 1999 the heritage committee’s report stated:

From the Committee’s standpoint, investing in the arts is no less important than
investing in the social sciences humanities, the purer sciences or medicines. The
Committee is aso aware of the long term commitment made to the researchers and
scholars by other federal government agencies and looks for a similar level of
commitment to Canadian artists.

Asrecently as 1999 the heritage committee recommended thisin
its report, so | was very surprised and disappointed when the first
speaker on this motion today simply said that it was not meant to
be. Maybe she has not researched the recent comments of the
Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage.

| have pointed out how much | admire the hon. member for
Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Valleys for bringing the
motion forward. It is an important debate. Other countries do it.
The province of Quebec does it. | believe that the Government of
Canada should show support for those involved in the arts and
cultural industries.

[Translation]

OFFICIAL REPORT

Mrs. Francine Lalonde: Mr. Speaker, the speech | made last
night around 5.30 p.m. concerning the opposition motion is
reported in today’s Hansard.

| said “Economic Development Bank” but meant ‘Federal
Development Bank™ . | would like to have this correction made to
Hansard if possible. The blues were not in when we left yesterday,
at 7 p.m., and this morning, Hansard had already been printed. For
posterity | would like this change to be made.

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): It is certainly now on
the record, athough | am not sure just what we can do. The
member hasit now on therecord so that in any event her positionis
settled.

CULTURAL INDUSTRY
The House resumed consideration of the motion.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, |
am honoured to represent the wonderful people of theriding of Elk
Island in the debate on a motion put forward by the hon. member
for Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Valleys.

The motion is very interesting. The hon. member is proposing
that some people in the country who are not making enough money

Private Members' Business

to make a decent living should have atax break. | haveto say that |
very much agree with that part of the motion.

The hon. member is talking about people in the arts and
entertainment industry. People are working full time trying to make
aliving and sometimes their income level isreally challenged. Itis
very tough for them to make ends meet, yet the Liberals are still
quite content to reach into those peopl€'s pockets and take some of
their meagre earnings and use them to build fountains in Shawini-
gan and other projects of their liking.

| find thisreally passing strange. It is an interesting comment on
the Prime Minister and on Liberal thinking when we contemplate
what the Prime Minister said in Europe just afew days ago. He said
something about people who want to keep more of their own
earnings being greedy. That was the word he used.

An artiss who makes $13,000 or $15,000 a year has to pay
several hundred dollars in income tax so that the Prime Minister
can take the money to spend in his riding. He attributes the word
greed to the artist who would like to keep some of his or her own
earnings, but he somehow does not see that there is any element of
greed in his own wanting to use that very same money for his
nefarious purposes.

| aso think of single moms. There are many single parents and
most of them are single moms. Many of them make less than
$20,000 yet the Liberal government with its so-called socia
conscience is quite content to lift from the pockets of those people
who make less than $20,000 a year some $6 billion or $7 hillion a
year in income tax. How shameful.

® (1350)

An NDP member is saying that we need to be less greedy and let
artists keep more of their earnings. | smply say it is time we
replaced the Liberal government which cannot see past anything
that moves without wanting to regulate it and tax it. In principle |
agree with what the NDP member is proposing in the mation,
whichisisto reduce taxes, particularly for those people who have a
very limited income.

| could hardly let this moment pass by without mentioning our
solution 17. For al intents and purposes it would take almost two
million taxpayers off the tax rolls completely, giving them a 100%
reduction in taxes. When the Liberals knock our solution 17 plan,
they are trying to get a message to Canadians to be suspicious of
our plan, to not accept it and to not trust usto form the government.
| really wonder about the Minister of Finance and the Prime
Minister who will not openly and honestly deal with the facts and
let the people of Canada decide. Instead they paint a bunch of
pictures of our plan which are quite different from what the plan
actualy is.

There is no doubt that low income Canadians, among them
artists, need a substantial tax break. The member for Kamloops,
Thompson and Highland Valleys has suggested that the tax break
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should be 100% up to $30,000 of earnings. | have abit of aproblem
with that. As much as | agree with the concept of reducing the
taxes, | am not in favour of saying let us find which groups we
should give this benefit to.

The Liberas like to line up different groups based on their race.
They say that one race will have a better advantage over another
one when it comes to hiring or benefits and other things with
respect to the government. The NDP would probably ook at people
in terms of need, but it isonly prepared to look at some individuals
who have needs. In this case it is looking at people in the artistic
community.

Let us not hesitate to say it does not matter whether the personis
an artist, amechanic, an unemployed nurse or a part time worker at
a fast food place. If the person does not make enough money to
adequately provide for his or her family, then there is still
something fundamentally wrong with the government taking a
certain portion of the earnings and saying that it wants it anyway.

The concept of increasing the basic exemptionisvery good. This
is where solution 17 shines. For an individual, we would take that
basic exemption right up to $10,000. Many students, artists and
other people who have a small income would be totally exempt
from paying federal income tax, which is as it should be. The
remainder would pay the lowest rate. We are currently proposing
17% for that rate. That is why we have named it solution 17.

Artists of course have other things that affect them. Depending
on the area where their work takes place, many of them incur
expenses while they are producing their art. Whether oneisawriter
or a painter, it sometimes takes a year or two or three to earn an
income. Producing the work takes that much time and it is only
when the work is sold that there is income.

® (1355)

Perhaps we would be much wiser if welooked not only at artists,
but at people whose income falls into the category of a large
income over longer intervals of time and no income for along time
and then a spurt of larger income and then again atime of limited or
no income.

Perhaps we should re-design our income tax system so there can
be some long term averaging of both income and expenses. The
annual exemption of our proposed $10,000 per year would in effect
give the artist a $30,000 exemption over three years, thetimethat it
takes to produce the work.

Obviously we need to deal with thisissue not only for artists but
for al Canadians. Although | agree in principle with what the hon.
member is trying to do, | am going to have to vote against the
motion. The simple reason is that | do not think it isright to single
out one occupational group as afavoured group who can earn up to
$30,000 without paying income tax, but everyone else regardless of
how poor they are or what their obligations are to their children and
families have to pay taxes on an amount of money after whatever
the basic exemption is.

The basic exemption is around $8,000 under the Liberals. It
would be $10,000 per adult under our plan. A family, amom and a
dad and two kids, under our plan would have a tax free income up
to $26,000. That is very close to what the hon. member is
proposing for artists. The difference isthat our plan would apply to
everyone in that income category. That would be a much more fair
way of dealing with it.

| regret that my timeis up. | would like to talk a bit more about
some of the supports that are available to artists but | will have to
leave that for other members.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean Dubé (M adawaska—Restigouche, PC): Mr. Speaker,
on behalf of my constituents in the riding of Madawaska—Resti-
gouche, New Brunswick, it gives me great pleasure to speak in
favour of Motion No. 259, avotable motion put forward by the hon.
member for Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Valleys.

[English]

It is very important to recognize that civilized societies have
always supported the arts and culture. It is atradition that has been
valued throughout history. We should seek to maintain and improve
this with policies, not specifically tax policies, but policies that
support and encourage culture and the development of the arts in
Canada, which has had a long and diverse history.

As an Atlantic Canadian from New Brunswick, one of the most
culturally diverse and productive regions in Canada, we value a
tradition of excellence. There are economic opportunities for al
Canadians in recognizing and harnessing the power of the arts and
cultural community, whether it is the Lion King in Toronto, or
musicians like the Rankin Family and Natasha St-Pierre in Atlantic
Canada who started from very humble means and have done
extremely well, or artists who have reached international acclaim,
like Roch Voisine who was born in my riding in New Brunswick.
These types of success stories are worthy of recognition. However,
we must do more to help artists when they are starting off.

The moation is very sound from the perspective of the hon.
member’s desire to help. However, there are some difficulties in its
implementation and | would like to point out a couple of them.

It is very nebulous in terms of describing who qualifies and how
the term artist fits a specific individual and whether or not that can
be defined and the definition defended effectively.

® (1400)

The hon. member also pointed out the financial roller coaster
artists are on. An artist may go on for several years without
payment and then receive a lump sum payment recognizing
contributions made over a period of time. The best way to address
that would be through income averaging. This would also address
other people who are similarly predisposed through the nature of
their business to receive lump sum payments in recognition of
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work completed over a period of several years. Income averaging
would be the best way to address it.

The average income of an artist in Canadais currently estimated
at about $13,000. The issue raised by the hon. member can be
addressed in a more broadly based way by significantly raising the
basic personal exemption for all Canadians. The Progressive
Conservative Party's task force which reported in January recom-
mended an increase to $12,000. Thiswould help significantly. That
being the case, we should move over a period of time to raise the
basic persona exemption.

The hon. member also recognized that tax relief could play an
important role in helping artists pursue their chosen field of culture
and art and in keeping them in Canada. It indicates that he
recognizes the importance of lowering taxes for all Canadians to
ensure that Canadians, regardless of career or life pursuit, can
choose to stay and prosper in Canada. Whether it is a dot com,
e-commerce, biotech or traditional industry, Canadians could have
a future in Canada.

The hon. member demonstrated clearly that he recognizes the
important role that tax policy plays in encouraging and discourag-
ing pursuit of particular activities. In that vein | think he would
agree that we should continue to be vigilant in ensuring that the tax
burdens of Canadians are not excessive when compared to those of
other countries.

Whether Canadians wish to pursue careers in the arts or the
traditional economy we want them to be free to do so in Canada. |
am sure he would share with me the need to reduce taxes for all
Canadians based on his basic premise that decreasing taxes could
help to encourage people, in this case artists, to pursue and
maintain a certain level of activity.

The issue of capital gains tax needs to be addressed as well. In
Canadawe currently tax at 50% of the regular inclusion rate for the
donation of publicly traded or listed securities to charitable founda
tions or ingtitutions. Whether it is a hospital, a university, an
endowment fund or a cultural activity, we tax 50% of capital gains.

Inclusion rates are taxed in Canada for donation of publicly
traded or listed securities. In the U.S. there is absolutely no capital
gains taxes on contributions of listed securities. This has led over
the years to a significant disadvantage for Canadian universities,
Canadian hospitals and the Canadian arts community. It has created
a disincentive for high net worth Canadians to contribute listed
shares of publicly traded companies to the cultural sector, health
foundations and universities.

At the time of the prebudget report the Progressive Conservative
dissenting report recommended the elimination of capital gains tax
on gifts of listed securities. That would go a long way toward
encouraging high net worth individuals in Canada and Canadians
of relatively modest means who may have done very well in equity
investing in recent years to help foster a greater environment for
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cultural activity in Canada. That is one way this could be ad-
dressed.

® (1405)

| would aso be interested in exploring the examples of other
countries relative to special tax exemptions for those engaged in
the arts. By and large there is only one party in the House of
Commons which consistently opposes any support for the Cana
dian arts. | expect it would probably kick a member out of its
caucus if it were discovered that he or she had goneto live theatre.

It is important that there be almost an all-party commitment to
the arts and cultural community in the House of Commons. While |
may disagree with the particular vehicle set forth by the hon.
member to help create a better environment for cultural and artistic
diversity in Canada, | assure him that the Progressive Conservative
Party of Canada remains committed to work with atruistically
oriented parties in the House.

We must seek better ways to support and encourage the arts and
all types of creative endeavours for Canadians, whether they be
involved in graphic arts, the dot com universe, weaving, painting,
dancing or playwriting.

One of the things that defines us as Canadians is our unique
culture and vibrancy from coast to coast to coast, which we shall
continue to have with the proper support and encouragement of all
Canadians.

Mr. Rick Laliberte (Churchill River, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to lend my support to Maotion No. 259 of my hon. colleague
from Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Valleys. | will state it
clearly for the record:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should give consideration to
exempting up to $30,000 of income from income tax as a gesture of support for
those artists, writers and performers who work in Canada’s cultural industry.

My reason for speaking today is to show a gesture of support for
our artists, writers and performers. Not enough can be said for the
artistic and gifted people in Canada who are continually contribut-
ing to an industry that is growing in leaps and bounds with the new
media, the Internet and the information age interconnection. There
is a new aspect of visual, artistic, audio and video presentations,
real time, and an international sharing of information.

If language is a barrier among our communities and our youth,
the whole aspect of graphics, pictures, audio visua presentations
and music provides an international language which breaks the
boundaries. A flourishing industry starts with the planting of a seed
in the form of the God-given talents of young people who find their
caling, their true gifts and their strength. Maybe it is a gift they
have been given in the artistic field.

Our society ison an income base. It is a state of dependency. In
any city transactions involving milk, water, clothes, housing or
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electricity are dependent on money. To live in a city one needs
money. Whether it be Paris, New York, Montreal, Vancouver,
Edmonton, Lethbridge or Hull, young people are trying to find
their calling. Thisis an opportunity for Canadato give a gesture of
support to artists. They may find they have to scrape their elbows
and their knees to provide food and shelter for themselves, their
immediate families, their communities or their extended families
such as their elderly parents or grandparents. Artists are probably
the most generous in terms of charities. Artists donate their works
of art as a gesture of charity to local events such as silent auctions.
The government should show a gesture of support by assisting
them in finding their calling.

® (1410)

For example, an artist working in oils may find that those
techniques are the best templates for the colours on amodem to be
transferred internationally on a desk top computer in multi-media.
Colours and hues can be controlled by technology as opposed to
mixing oil paints on a palette.

Some may have to go for some upgrading in new styles or
techniques. They may have to broaden their horizons by going to a
big city or venturing into a new part of Canada. It would take
considerable expense to make this happen. As a nation we could
make a gesture of freedom to our artists. Basically it would allow
them the freedom of expression and the freedom to try new ways.

| would like to cast agood light on our artists and their gifts. Ata
younger age when choosing my career path and realizing my
aspirations for the gifts | was given | was told that an artist is a
conceptualizer. For example, someone dreamt up the architectural
concept of the parliament buildings. Somebody expressed it on
paper or in words. That gesture was supported and it grew into the
buildings on Parliament Hill. The architecture of these buildings
are of artistic value. They also have a purpose.

Our artists may have artistic talents but they also have integrity
and serve a purpose in terms of the nation and the new technolo-
gies. There has to be a purpose. It is not for mere entertainment or
mere entrepreneurial skills that our artists work on their concepts.

| come from a region of Canada which is known for its
beadwork, crafts, clothing such as moccasins and dream catchers,
where people consider their talents to be a gift and have included
purpose in their art such as dream catchers trapping the good

dreams and screening out the bad ones in a child’s room or the
parents' room. The dream catcher is an artistic form but also has a
spiritual purpose in making our lives better.

The government has an opportunity to make a gesture of support
for our artisans, our playwrights, our singers and our poets. | also
think of our recently lost colleague and brother, the late Mr.
Maurice Richard.

Performers in television and movies are growing in numbersand
attracting the motion picture industry here. Let us support them.
They are seasonal jobs. Some people might find summer work in
shooting locations throughout the country but may fall short trying
to make ends meet.

The exemption of $30,000 worth of income could be our gesture
to encourage artists, writers and performers to say they have a
rightful place and that we count on them to conceptualize our
future and make out lives better in the country we call home,
Canada.

Mr. Bob Kilger: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. Motion
No. 259 in the name of the member for Kamloops—Thompson and
Highland Valleys is a votable item. We are in the second hour of
debate. A request has been made by the member in question and
has been respected by al the parties of the House to preserve the
last hour of debate which of course would only occur | suspect
some time in the fall.

| believe you would find unanimous consent of the House to see
the clock as being 2.30 p.m.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The time provided for
the consideration of Private Members' Business has now expired
and the order is dropped to the bottom of the order of precedence
on the order paper.

This House stands adjourned until Monday next at 11.00 am.,
pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2.15 p.m.)
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Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ............... ... ... L. NiagaraCentre ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works
and Government SErVICES . . . ... e vt MississaugaCentre ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Patry,Bernard . ........ ... Pierrefonds— Dollard ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver ................ Alberta.............. CA
PeriC, Janko . ... Cambridge ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Perron, GIllEeS—A. .. ... Riviére-des-Milleles. . .. .. QuebeC ............. BQ
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial
INSLtULIONS) . ... oo Willowdale ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade ........... Papineau— Saint-Denis .... Quebec ............. Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National
Revenue ........ ... HamiltonMountain ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... Drummond ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry . ... Chatham — Kent Essex ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFals............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS .. ... Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet —
Bécancour................. Quebec ............. BQ
Pratt, David . . ... Nepean— Carleton .. ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Price, David . ... Compton — Stanstead .. . ... Quebec ............. PC
Proctor, DicK . ... Paliser.................... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Proud, GEOrge . .....oi Hillsborough .............. PrinceEdwardIdland . Lib.
Proulx,Marcel ........ ... Hull — Aylmer ............ Quebec ............. Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...ttt SaultSte. Marie ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot.................. Alberta.............. Ind.- CA
Redman, Karen ... KitchenerCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reed, Julian .......... Haton .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reynolds, John. ... West Vancouver — Sunshine
Coast ........cooiiiii BritishColumbia . . . .. CA
Richardson,John . ..... ... Perth— Middlesex ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops, Thompson and
HighlandValleys........... British Columbia . .. .. NDP
RItZ, GOITY Battlefords— Lloydminster .  Saskatchewan........ CA
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .ol Westmount — Ville-Marie .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . Burnaby — Douglas . ........ British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ............. Quebec ............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . ... ......................... EtobicokeCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada Brossard— LaPrairie. ... . .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Repentigny ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... Kelowna .................. British Columbia . . ... CA
Scott, HON.ANdy .. ..o Fredericton ................ New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ... British Columbia . . ... CA
SEKOra, LOU . Port Moody — Coquitlam —
Port Coquitlam ............. British Columbia . .. .. Lib.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— Cochrane... Ontario ............. Lib.
SOrO, JUAY . . e YorkWest................. Oontario ............. Lib.

Shepherd, Alex . ... Durham ................... Oontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat .............. Alberta.............. CA
S0lomON, JONN . . ..o Regina— Lumsden — Lake
Centre .................... Saskatchewan. ... .. .. NDP
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Haldimand — Norfolk —
Trade .. ..o Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural
RESOUICES . ..ot Algoma— Manitoulin . .. ... Ontario ............. Lib
StHilaire,Caroline. ... Longueuil ................. Quebec ............. BQ
St=Jacques,Diane ... ... Shefford .................. Quebec ............. PC
SEIUHEN, GUY .. Abitibi — Baie-James—
Nunavik .................. Quebec ............. Lib
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce ............ Oontario ............. Lib
Stewart, Hon. Christine. . ... Northumberland. ........... Oontario ............. Lib
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human Resources Development .. . .. Brant ..................... Ontario ............. Lib
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap ... ... British Columbia .. . .. CA
Stoffer, Peter . ... Sackville— Musguodoboit
Valley — EasternShore ... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValey .............. British Columbia . . ... CA
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . ......... Ontario ............. Lib
Telegdi, Andrew . ... ... Kitchener — Waterloo ... ... Oontario ............. Lib
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the
Whole ... Saint-Lambert ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Thompson, Greg . .. ..o New Brunswick Southwest ..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ................. Alberta.............. CA
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the
Environment ... Burlington................. Oontario ............. Lib
Tremblay,Stéphan ......... ... i Lac-Saint-Jean ............ Quebec ............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ... Rimouski — Mitis.......... Quebec ............. BQ
Turp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.... Quebec ............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o Lambton — Kent —
Middlesex ................. Oontario ............. Lib
Valeri, TONY ..o Stoney Creek .............. Oontario ............. Lib
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . .. ..... PrinceEdward — Hastings .. Ontario ............. Lib
Vautour, ANgela. . . ... Beauségour — Petitcodiac ... NewBrunswick ...... PC
VEIacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............... Saskatchewan........ CA
Venng Piermrette . ... Saint—-Bruno — Saint—Hubert  Quebec ............. BQ
Volpe, JOSEPN . . ..o Eglinton — Lawrence. . ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest . . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ... Winnipeg North Centre ... ... Manitoba............ NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ................. New Brunswick . ..... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... EsseX ... Oontario ............. Lib.
White, Randy . ... ... Langley — Abbotsford . . . . .. British Columbia .. . .. CA
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver ........... British Columbia . . ... CA
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges................ Oontario ............. Lib
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert.................. Alberta.............. CA
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs .. Nipissing.................. Oontario ............. Lib

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; CA—Canadian Alliance; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic Party;

PC—Progressive Conservative; 1nd.—ndependent.
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Political
Nameof Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary — NoseHill .................. CA
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t CA
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l CA
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... CA
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... CA
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... CA
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol CA
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... CA
Grey, Deborah, Leader of theOpposition ... EdmontonNorth ..................... CA
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... CA
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., CA
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton — Strathcona .............. CA
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... CA
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... CA
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... CA
Manning, Preston . . . ... . Calgary Southwest . ................... CA
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. CA
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... CA
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... CA
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... CA
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ind.- CA
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ CA
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... CA
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... CA
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay — Columbia................ CA
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of theEnvironment ............................. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. CA
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta— South Richmond ............. CA
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . ................ Vancouver South— Burnaby .......... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... CA
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ CA
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam — CA
Burnaby ...
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni .................. CA
GOUK, JIM Kootenay — Boundary — Okanagan ... CA
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... CA
Harris, Richard M. .. ... .. Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... CA

Hart, Jim .o Okanagan— Coquihalla .............. CA



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Hill day ..o Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... CA
Leung, Sophia . ... ... VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
LUNN, GaIY ..t e Saanich— Gulfldands ............... CA
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. CA
Mayfield, Philip ... ..o Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. CA
MCNallY, Grant .. ... Dewdney — Alouette . ................ CA
MCEWhINney, Ted . . . ... e VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... .. South Surrey — WhiteRock — Langley  CA
Reynolds, JONN . . ... . West Vancouver — SunshineCoast . . . .. CA
RIS, NEISON .. Kamloops, Thompson and Highland NDP
Valleys ...
RODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... . Burnaby —Douglas .................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e Kelowna .................oooiiL. CA
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... CA
SEKOI, LOU ..t Port Moody — Coquitlam — Port Lib.
Coquitlam ..................... .
SHNSON, Darrel . ... Okanagan—Shuswap ................ CA
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValey ........................ CA
White, Randy . .. ... .. Langley — Abbotsford . ............... CA
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... CA
MANITOBA (14)

Alcock, Reg, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. WinnipegSouth ...................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... Winnipeg— Transcona ............... NDP
Borotsik, RIiCK . ... .. Brandon—Souris.................... PC
Degarlais, Bev . . ... Churchill ............................ NDP
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic

Diversification)(Francophonie) . ............. i SaintBoniface .............. .. ... Lib.
Harvard, JONN . . ... Charleswood St. James— Assiniboia ... Lib.
Hilstrom, Howard .. ... e Selkirk—Interlake . .................. CA
Hoeppner, JaKE E. .. ... Portage—Lisgar..................... Ind.
Iftody, David, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpMENt .. ... Provencher ........... ...t Lib.
Mark, INKY .. Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... CA
Martin, Pat ... ... . WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Pagtakhan, Rey D. .. ... . Winnipeg North— St. Paul ............ Lib.
WasylyCia—LeiS,Judy . ...... ...t WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue— Mactaquac ................ PC
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Ministerof Labour .. ........... ... ... ... ... .. Moncton — Riverview — Dieppe ...... Lib.
DUDE JEAN . ..o Madawaska— Restigouche............ PC
GOiN, YVON . ..o Acadie—Bathurst ................... NDP
Herron, JONN . . ... Fundy —Royal ...................... PC
Hubbard, Charles. . ... ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
SCOtt, HON. ANy . .. Fredericton .......................... Lib.
ThOMPSON, Greg . . ..ot e e e New Brunswick Southwest ............ PC
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VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beauséjour — Petitcodiac ............. PC
Wayne ElSie. . ... SaintJohn ........................... PC
NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
Baker, Hon. George S., Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) . ..ot Gander — GrandFals ................ Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . oottt Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Hearn, Loyola . ... ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin— St.George’'s . .............. .. Lib.
MiIfflin, Hon. Fred . ..o Bonavista— Trinity — Conception. . . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans... Labrador ............................ Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt . . ... Kings—Hants....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland— Colchester ............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... Brasd'Or — CapeBreton ............. NDP
Barle, Gordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore .................cint. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou — Antigonish — Guysborough .. PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney — Victoria ................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . . ..o Halifax...........oooiiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
Stoffer, Peter . ..o Sackville— Musguodoboit Valley — NDP
EasternShore ........................
NUNAVUT (1)
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ......... ... Nunavut ............................ Lib.
ONTARIO (103)
AdamS, PEtEr . ... Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAAOUN AN, SarKiS . . . ..o BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . ... LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier, Colleen . . ... BramptonWest — Mississauga. . . ... .. Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Timmins— JamesBay ................ Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage ......... Ottawa— Vanier ..................... Lib.
Bellemare, Eugéne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation . Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan — King—Aurora ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ...... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.

Brown, Bonnie, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Oakville..............cooiiiint, Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth— Burlington ............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ..., Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . .. Dufferin— Peel — Wellington— Grey .  Lib.
Cannis, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry . ..................... ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, Hon. Elinor, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration ..................... Thornhill ............. ... ... ... Lib.
Carroll, ATLEEN ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest — Nepean ............... Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ....... ... Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke . . . .. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ...t DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e Thunder Bay — Superior North ........ Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Cullen, Roy, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Finance ....................... EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers,Paul ... ... SimcoeNorth ........................ Lib.
Dromisky, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport .................. Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ...........cooiiiiiin... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford ... Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, JONN . . . DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre— Rosedale ........... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................c i i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
lanno, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ............ Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Jackson, OVId L. ..o Bruce—Grey ...l Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
KOV ES, AN . . .o HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont — Dundas— Charlottenburgh  Lib.
Knutson, Gar, Parliamentary Secretary toPrimeMinister .......................... Elgin— Middlesex—London ... ...... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . . ... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of

COIMIMONS . . o ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Limoges, RICK .. ... .o Windsor —St.Clair .................. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Labour . .................... Whithy — Ajax ...................... Lib.
MahoNeY, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . .. ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton — Lib.

Springdale............. ...l

Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

Of Canada . . ... Erie—Lincoln ...................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry ................ . i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marleau, HON. Diane . . . .. ..o e Sudbury ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and Lib.

Addington............ ...

MceKay, JONN .. ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan . .. ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge . .. ...... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
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MIllS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation ........................ Beaches— EastYork ................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Development)(Federal Economic

Development Initiativefor NorthernOntario) ...t Parry Sound — Muskoka. ............. Lib.
MUITAY, L8N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.
MYEIS, LYNN .« e Waterloo— Wellington ............... Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ...... .. Kenora— RainyRiver ................ Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e e York South—Weston ................ Ind.
O BIHEN, Pat . ... London —Fanshawe ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Haliburton — Victoria— Brock . . ... ... Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ....... ... i NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Worksand

GOVErNMMENESEIVICES . ..ottt e e e e MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ................... L Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue ............ HamiltonMountain ................... Lib.
PiCKard, JBrTY . Chatham — KentEssex ............... Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . .. ... Nepean— Carleton................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen .. ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton ..., Lib.
Richardson, JOhn . . ... Perth— Middlesex ................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . .. .......... ..o EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— Cochrane ............. Lib.
SO0, JUAY . . e YorkWest. ...t Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haldimand — Norfolk — Brant ........ Lib.
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources........... Algoma— Manitoulin ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, HON. Christine . . . . ... e Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment ................... Brant ............c Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArew . ... Kitchener—Waterloo ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of theEnvironment ............ Burlington........................... Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAlE . .. e Lambton — Kent — Middlesex ........ Lib.
VA, TONY . Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
VOIPE, JOSEPN . . .o Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib
WIlTEIt, BIrYON ..o OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiit. Lib.
Wood, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs ................ NipisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ......... ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor Generalof Canada .. ........................ Cadigan ............coiiiiiiiia Lib.
McGuire, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . . .. Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.

Proud, GEOIgE . ... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
QUEBEC (75)
Alarie HEBNE. . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccoouioi... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond — Arthabaska.............. PC
Bachand, Claude . .. ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Ahuntsic ............... .. ... Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ... ... . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres— Les—Patriotes ............ BQ
BENiEr, YVaN . .o Bonaventure— Gaspé— Tles—deda— BQ
Madeleine—Pabok ..................
Bertrand, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence........... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, PIETe . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cardin, SErgE . .ot Sherbrooke ................ BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of State
(Economic Development Agency of Canadafor the Regionsof Quebec) ......... Outremont........................... Lib.
Charbonneau, Y von, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health . ................ Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ..................an. Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . .. ...ttt e e Frontenac— Mégantic ................ BQ
Coderre, Denis, Secretary of State (Amateur Sport) . ... Bourassa ..., Lib.
CotlEr, INWIN L MountRoyal ........................ Lib.
Cré&te, Paul ... .. Kamouraska— Riviére-du—Loup — BQ
Témiscouata— LesBasgues . ..........
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ............. . i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... o LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, NiCK . ... ..o Vaudreuil — Soulanges ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ottt e e e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—-de-la—Chaudiere. . . . .. BQ
Duceppe, GIlleS . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUIICE . . . o e et Argenteuil — Papineau — Mirabel .. ... BQ
Folco,Raymonde . ....... . i LavalWest ...............cooiiii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain .. ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard — Saint—Michel ........ Lib.
Gagnon, ChIiStiang . .......o.i i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ................coooiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..o e e e e Laurentides................ ... BQ
Guimond, Michel .. ... . Beauport — Montmorency — Cote-de-  BQ
Beaupré— lle-d’'Orléans..............
Harvey, ANAre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... Ind.
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace— Lachine .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Laurin ReNG . . .. Joliette . ... BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... ... i Verdun— Saint-Henri ................ Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ

LefbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... Ind.
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Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Lincoln, CHfford . ...... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
LOUDIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. QuébecEast ......................... BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........... .. ..o ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne— Blainville .............. BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) .. . .. Bellechasse— Etchemins— Lib.
Montmagny — L’Islet ................

Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs .............. Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Patry, Bernard ... ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Paron, GIllES—A. . .. oo Riviere—des-Mille-iles................ BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade . ........................ Papineau— Saint-Denis .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . .. ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet— Bécancour . BQ
Price, David . ... Compton— Stanstead ................ PC
Proulx, MarCel ... ... Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible

forlnfrastructure ... ... Westmount — Ville-Marie ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
Saada, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor Generalof Canada . ............ Brossard— LaPrairie................. Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .......... ... PC
SEIUHEN, GUY ..o Abitibi — Baie-James— Nunavik. .. . ... Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint—=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNe . .. ... .o Rimouski — Mitis.................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Bruno — Saint—Hubert .......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Balley, ROy ... o Souris— MooseMountain ............ CA
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. CA
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . ......... ... Wascana ..........ccooviiiiiiiin.... Lib.
Gruending, DenNiS .. ... Saskatoon — Rosetown — Biggar ... . .. NDP
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ... CA
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ CA
Laliberte, RIiCK . ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . e CypressHills— Grasslands. . .......... CA
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE ... . e Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... CA
Proctor, DICK . ... Paliser..........coo i NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords— Lloydminster ........... CA
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — LakeCentre. . . .. NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..o e e e Wanuskewin. .............coovvnnn... CA

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON .o NDP
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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Sue Barnes Vice-Chairs: John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Claude Bachand Jim Gouk David Iftody John O’ Rellly (16)
Ray Bonin lvan Grose Nancy Karetak—Lindell Mike Scott
Paul DeVillers Louise Hardy Gerald Keddy Guy St—-Julien
Ghidain Fournier
Associate Members
Carolyn Bennett Bill Casey Maurice Godin Gilles-A. Perron
Cliff Breitkreuz Pierre de Savoye Richard Harris Daniel Turp
René Canuel Gordon Earle Rick Laliberte Maurice Vellacott
Serge Cardin Reed Elley
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chair: John Harvard Vice-Chairs: Murray Calder
Howard Hilstrom
Hélene Alarie Odina Desrochers Joe McGuire Gerry Ritz (16)
Mark Assad Gar Knutson lan Murray Paul Steckle
Rick Borotsik Larry McCormick Dick Proctor Rose-Marie Ur
Garry Breitkreuz
Associate Members
Peter Adams Michelle Dockrill Lynn Myers Greg Thompson
Roy Bailey Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Lorne Nystrom Myron Thompson
Leon Benoit John Maloney John Solomon Suzanne Tremblay
Paul Bonwick Lee Morrison Guy St—-Julien Daniel Turp
Rick Casson
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chair: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairs: Inky Mark
DennisMills
Mauril Bélanger Irwin Cotler Rick Limoges Alex Shepherd (16)
Paul Bonwick Pierre de Savoye Eric Lowther Caroline St—Hilaire
Cliff Breitkreuz Wendy Lill Mark Muise Bryon Wilfert
Sarmite Bulte
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Paul Forseth Benoit Sauvageau
André Bachand Serge Cardin Christiane Gagnon Guy St-Julien
Claude Bachand Antoine Dubé Rick Laliberte Suzanne Tremblay
Carolyn Bennett Maurice Dumas Peter MacK ay Daniel Turp
Rick Borotsik Gordon Earle Louis Plamondon Elsie Wayne
SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE STUDY OF SPORT IN CANADA
Chair: DennisMills Vice-Chairs: Steve Mahoney
Inky Mark
Marlene Jennings Peter MacK ay Beth Phinney John Solomon (11
Raymond Lavigne Pat O’Brien George Proud Caroline St—Hilaire
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CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Chair: Joe Fontana Vice—Chairs: L eon Benoit
Steve Mahoney

Rob Anders John Bryden Pat Martin Pauline Picard (16)
Jean Augustine Sophia Leung John McKay David Price
Bernard Bigras Rick Limoges Grant McNally Andrew Telegdi
Paul Bonwick

Associate Members
Claude Bachand Gordon Earle Réal Ménard Suzanne Tremblay
Serge Cardin Louise Hardy Deepak Obhrai Daniel Turp
Libby Davies Francine Lalonde Diane St-Jacques

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Charles Caccia Vice—Chairs:
Karen Kraft Sloan
Aileen Carroll Nick Discepola Dennis Gruending David Pratt (16)
Marlene Catterall Jocelyne Girard-Bujold John Herron Julian Reed
David Chatters Gurmant Grewal Joe Jordan Paddy Torsney
Jean-Guy Chrétien
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Rick Laliberte Judy Sgro
Peter Adams Chuck Cadman Clifford Lincoln Guy St-Julien
Hélene Alarie Serge Cardin Peter Mancini Peter Stoffer
Leon Benoit John Duncan David Price Stéphan Tremblay
Bernard Bigras Louise Hardy Nelson Riis Daniel Turp
FINANCE
Chair: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice-Chairs: Nick Discepola
Richard Harris
Scott Brison Albina Guarnieri Richard Marceau Karen Redman (16)
Roy Cullen Sophia Leung Lorne Nystrom Monte Solberg
Ken Epp Yvan Loubier Gary Pillitteri Paul Szabo
Roger Gallaway
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Joe Fontana Rick Limoges Nelson Riis
Rob Anders Paul Forseth Gary Lunn Benoit Sauvageau
Carolyn Bennett Christiane Gagnon Peter MacK ay Werner Schmidt
Rick Borotsik Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Alexa McDonough Alex Shepherd
Pierre Brien Monique Guay Bob Mills John Solomon
Serge Cardin John Herron Lynn Myers Guy St-Julien
Joe Comuzzi Dale Johnston Gilles-A. Perron Stéphan Tremblay
Odina Desrochers Jim Jones Pauline Picard Daniel Turp
Norman Doyle Jason Kenney Charlie Power Tony Valeri

Antoine Dubé
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chair: Wayne Easter Vice-Chairs: John Duncan
Carmen Provenzano
Sarkis Assadourian Bill Gilmour Bill Matthews Lou Sekora (16)
Gérard Asselin Nancy Karetak—Lindell Lawrence O’ Brien Paul Steckle
Yvan Bernier Gerad Keddy Marcel Proulx Peter Stoffer
John Cummins
Associate Members
GillesBernier Ghidain Fournier Svend Robinson Mike Scott
René Canuel Yvon Godin Yves Rocheleau Suzanne Tremblay
Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield
SUB-COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE AND OCEANSACT

Chair: Carmen Provenzano Vice—Chair:

Yvan Bernier Bill Gilmour Peter Stoffer 4
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chair: Bill Graham Vice—Chairs: Colleen Beaumier
Deepak Obhrai
Sarkis Assadourian Gurmant Grewal Fred Mifflin Y ves Rocheleau (18)
Jean Augustine Francine Lalonde Denis Paradis Bob Speller
André Bachand Diane Marleau Bernard Patry Darrel Stinson
Maud Debien Ted McWhinney Svend Robinson
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Irwin Cotler Gurbax Malhi Marcel Proulx
Eleni Bakopanos Paul Créte Richard Marceau Nelson Riis
Eugeéne Bellemare Maurice Dumas Keith Martin Alex Shepherd
Carolyn Bennett Raymonde Folco Pat Martin John Solomon
Bill Blaikie Dennis Gruending Paul Mercier Diane St-Jacques
Sarmite Bulte Jim Hart Bob Mills Chuck Strahl
Murray Calder Jason Kenney Lee Morrison Stéphan Tremblay
Serge Cardin René Laurin Lorne Nystrom Suzanne Tremblay
Aileen Carroll Sophia Leung Pauline Picard Daniel Turp
Rick Casson
SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Colleen Beaumier Vice—Chair:
Jean Augustine Eugeéne Bellemare Maud Debien Svend Robinson 9
Eleni Bakopanos Aileen Carroll Keith Martin Diane St-Jacques

SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE, TRADE DISPUTES AND INVESTMENT

Chair:

Sarkis Assadourian
André Bachand

Sarmite Bulte

Bill Blaikie
Murray Calder

Vice-Chair:

Richard Marceau
Deepak Obhrai

Alex Shepherd 9
Bob Speller
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Chair: Lynn Myers
Y von Charbonneau Réal Ménard
Christiane Gagnon Bob Mills
Bill Matthews Marcel Proulx
Ted McWhinney
Carolyn Bennett Libby Davies
Bernard Bigras Pierre de Savoye

Serge Cardin
Jean-Guy Chrétien

Michelle Dockrill
Jocelyne Girard-Bujold

HEALTH

Vice-Chairs: Reed Elley

Ovid Jackson

Karen Redman
Paul Szabo
Greg Thompson

Associate Members

John Herron
Grant Hill
Sophia Leung
John Maloney

Rose-Marie Ur (16)
Maurice Vellacott
Judy Wasylycia-Leis

Pauline Picard
Guy St-Julien
Suzanne Tremblay
Daniel Turp

HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES

Chair: Peter Adams
Diane Ablonczy Jean Dubé
Bonnie Brown Raymonde Folco
Paul Créte Christiane Gagnon
Libby Davies John Godfrey

Carolyn Bennett

Yvan Bernier

Bernard Bigras

Serge Cardin

Madeleine Dalphond—-Guiral
Bev Degjarlais

Michelle Dockrill

Norman Doyle

Antoine Dubé

Maurice Dumas
Jocelyne Girard-Bujold
Yvon Godin

Peter Goldring

Deborah Grey
Monique Guay

Ovid Jackson

Vice—Chairs: Maurice Vellacott
Bryon Wilfert

Dale Johnston Andy Scott (18)
Judi Longfield Judy Sgro
Larry McCormick Stéphan Tremblay
Rey Pagtakhan

Associate Members
Joe Jordan Mark Muise
Nancy Karetak—Lindell Lorne Nystrom
Wendy Lill Diane St-Jacques
Eric Lowther Guy St-Julien
Diane Marleau Suzanne Tremblay
Pat Martin Daniel Turp
Réal Ménard Angela Vautour

SUB-COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH AT RISK

Chair: John Godfrey Vice-Chair:
Carolyn Bennett Raymonde Folco Ovid Jackson Diane Marleau 9
Libby Davies Christiane Gagnon Eric Lowther Diane St-Jacques
SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE STATUS OF PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES
Chair: Carolyn Bennett Vice-Chair:
Madeleine Dalphond—-Guiral Nancy Karetak—Lindell Mark Muise Andy Scott 9
Joe Jordan Wendy Lill Karen Redman Maurice Vellacott




INDUSTRY
Chair: Susan Whelan Vice—Chairs: Walt Lastewka
Charlie Penson
Pierre Brien Jim Hart Eric Lowther lan Murray (16)
Gerry Byrne Marlene Jennings Gurbax Malhi Jerry Pickard
John Cannis Jim Jones Dan McTeague Nelson Riis
Antoine Dubé
Associate Members
Peter Adams Serge Cardin Christiane Gagnon Alex Shepherd
Hélene Alarie Pierre de Savoye Jocelyne Girard-Bujold John Solomon
Gérard Asselin Odina Desrochers Rahim Jaffer Guy St-Julien
Bernard Bigras Jean Dubé Richard Marceau Peter Stoffer
Chuck Cadman Joe Fontana Philip Mayfield Daniel Turp
JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Chair: Andy Scott Vice-Chairs: Chuck Cadman
lvan Grose
Jim Abbott Aileen Carroll John Maloney John Reynolds (16)
Reg Alcock Paul DeVillers Peter Mancini Jacques Saada
Michel Bellehumeur Peter MacKay John McKay Pierrette Venne
Carolyn Bennett
Associate Members
Bernard Bigras Louise Hardy Mark Muise Darrel Stinson
Irwin Cotler Richard Harris Lynn Myers Myron Thompson
Madeleine Dalphond—-Guiral Jay Hill Jack Ramsay Suzanne Tremblay
Pierre de Savoye Richard Marceau Svend Robinson Daniel Turp
Jim Gouk Keith Martin Judy Sgro Tom Wappel
Dennis Gruending Réal Ménard Caroline St—Hilaire Randy White
Michel Guimond Lee Morrison Diane St-Jacques

SUB-COMMITTEE ON CORRECTIONS AND CONDITIONAL RELEASE ACT

Chair: Paul DeVillers Vice—Chair:
Jim Gouk Rick Laliberte Lynn Myers Pierrette Venne 9
lvan Grose Peter MacKay Jacques Saada Tom Wappel
SUB-COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZED CRIME
Chair: Paul DeVillers Vice—Chair:
Jim Abbott Peter MacK ay Peter Mancini Jacques Saada 9
Michel Bellehumeur John Maloney John McKay Andy Scott
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NATIONAL DEFENCE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Chair: Pat O’'Brien Vice—Chairs: Jim Hart
David Pratt
Robert Bertrand Art Hanger Paul Mercier George Proud (16)
Hec Clouthier René Laurin John O’ Rellly Elsie Wayne
Gordon Earle Judi Longfield Janko Peric Bob Wood
Peter Goldring
Associate Members
Rob Anders Serge Cardin Francine Lalonde Pat Martin
Leon Benoit John Duncan Ghidlain Lebel Daniel Turp
Pierre Brien Monique Guay Peter Mancini
NATURAL RESOURCES AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
Chair: Joseph Volpe Vice-Chairs: David Chatters
Julian Reed
Réginald Bélair Yvon Godin Carolyn Parrish Guy St—Julien (26)
Gilles Bernier Tony lanno Carmen Provenzano Brent St. Denis
Serge Cardin Ghidlain Lebel Werner Schmidt Tony Valeri
John Duncan
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Michelle Dockrill Gerald Keddy Nelson Riis
Hélene Alarie Ghislain Fournier Derrek Konrad Benoit Sauvageau
Rob Anders Christiane Gagnon Judi Longfield Caroline St—Hilaire
Pierre Brien Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Pat Martin Darrel Stinson
René Canuel Jim Jones Gilles-A. Perron Daniel Turp
Jean-Guy Chrétien
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS
Chair: Derek Lee Vice—Chairs: Marlene Catterall
Chuck Strahl
Eleni Bakopanos Norman Doyle Bob Kilger Carolyn Parrish (16)
Stéphane Bergeron Yvon Godin Gar Knutson Jerry Pickard
Ray Bonin Jay Hill Grant McNally John Richardson
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
Associate Members
Peter Adams Deborah Grey Larry McCormick Paul Szabo
Michel Bellehumeur Tony lanno Réa Ménard Suzanne Tremblay
Bill Blaikie Joe Jordan Lorne Nystrom Randy White
Scott Brison René Laurin Benoit Sauvageau Ted White
David Chatters Eric Lowther John Solomon John Williams
Michelle Dockrill
SUB-COMMITTEE ON IMPROVED FINANCIAL REPORTING TO PARLIAMENT
Chair: Paul Szabo Vice—Chair:
Scott Brison Yvon Godin Benoit Sauvageau John Williams (@)

Marlene Catterall

Tony lanno




SUB-COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS
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Chair: Larry McCormick Vice-Chair:
Bill Blaikie Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral Norman Doyle Joe Jordan (6)
David Chatters

SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE TELEVISING OF COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS

Chair: Marlene Catterall Vice—Chair:
Peter Adams Michelle Dockrill Grant McNally Angela Vautour (6)
Stéphane Bergeron

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
Chair: John Williams Vice-Chairs: Steve Mahoney
John Richardson
Hec Clouthier Mac Harb Gilles-A. Perron Judy Sgro 27)
Michelle Dockrill Marlene Jennings Beth Phinney Alex Shepherd
John Finlay Jason Kenney Benoit Sauvageau Elsie Wayne
Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield
Associate Members
Roy Bailey Bev Degjarlais Gurmant Grewal Lorne Nystrom
Garry Breitkreuz Odina Desrochers Jim Jones Peter Stoffer
Scott Brison Christiane Gagnon Derrek Konrad Suzanne Tremblay
Rick Casson Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Ghidlain Lebel
SUB-COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL REPORTING

Chair: John Williams Vice—Chair:
Michelle Dockrill Steve Mahoney John Richardson Elsie Wayne 8
Mac Harb Beth Phinney Benoit Sauvageau

TRANSPORT
Chair: Stan Keyes Vice-Chairs: Joe Comuzzi
Va Meredith
Gérard Asselin Bev Degjarlais Joe Fontana Ovid Jackson (16)
Roy Bailey Stan Dromisky Michel Guimond Dale Johnston
Murray Calder Claude Drouin Charles Hubbard Lou Sekora
Bill Casey
Associate Members

Yvan Bernier Paul Créte Rick Laliberte Guy St-Julien
Rick Borotsik Maurice Dumas Lee Morrison Suzanne Tremblay
Serge Cardin John Duncan Gerry Ritz Daniel Turp
David Chatters Ghislain Fournier John Solomon Elsie Wayne
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Joint Chairs:

Representing the Senate:

Raymond Lavigne
Louis Robichaud

STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES

LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT
Joint Vice-Chair:  Deborah Grey

Representing the House of Commons:

The Honourable Senators
Norman Atkins Normand Grimard Mark Assad Wendy Lill (23)
Isobel Finnerty Vivienne Poy Roy Bailey Rick Limoges
Jerahmiel Grafstein Calvin Ruck Marlene Catterall Philip Mayfield
Hec Clouthier Paul Mercier
John Finlay Louis Plamondon
Mac Harb David Price
Jim Karygiannis Karen Redman
Associate Members
Libby Davies Suzanne Tremblay
Maurice Dumas
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES
Joint Chairs: Raymonde Folco Joint Vice-Chairs:
Rose-Marie Losier—Cool
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Gérald Beaudoin Jean—Claude Rivest Mauril Bélanger Raymond Lavigne (20)
Melvin Perry Louis Robichaud Eugeéne Bellemare Inky Mark
Brenda Chamberlain Dan McTeague
Pierre de Savoye Ted McWhinney
Yvon Godin Va Meredith
Bob Kilger Louis Plamondon
Associate Members
Jean-Guy Chrétien Lorne Nystrom
Maurice Dumas Daniel Turp
Paul Mercier
SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS
Joint Chairs: Gurmant Grewal Joint Vice-Chair:
Céline Hervieux—Payette
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Ethel Cochrane Wilfred Moore Mark Assad lan Murray (25)
Sheila Finestone Melvin Perry Paul Bonwick Lorne Nystrom
George Furey Jean—Claude Rivest John Bryden Jim Pankiw
Normand Grimard Bill Casey Gary Pillitteri
Joe Comuzzi Jacques Saada
Paul DeVillers Pierrette Venne
Ken Epp Tom Wappel
Ghislain Lebel Ted White

Associate Members

Michel Bellehumeur
Michelle Dockrill

Michel Guimond
Suzanne Tremblay




The Speaker

HON. GILBERT PARENT

Panel of Chairmen of Legislative Committees

The Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MR. PETER MILLIKEN

The Deputy Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MR. IAN MCcCLELLAND

The Assistant Deputy Chairman of Commitees of the Whole

MRS. YOLANDE THIBEAULT
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The Right Hon. Jean Chrétien
The Hon. Herb Gray

The Hon. Lloyd Axworthy
TheHon. David M. Collenette
The Hon. David Anderson
The Hon. Ralph E. Goodale

The Hon. Sheila Copps

The Hon. John Manley
TheHon. Paul Martin

The Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton
TheHon. AnneMcLellan

The Hon. Allan Rock
TheHon. Lawrence MacAulay
The Hon. Alfonso Gagliano
TheHon. Lucienne Robillard
The Hon. Martin Cauchon

TheHon. Jane Stewart
The Hon. Stéphane Dion

TheHon. Pierre S. Pettigrew

The Hon. Don Boudria

TheHon. LyleVanclief

The Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal
TheHon. Claudette Bradshaw

The Hon. George S. Baker

TheHon. Robert D. Nault
TheHon. MariaMinna

The Hon. Elinor Caplan
TheHon. J. Bernard Boudreau
The Hon. Ethel Blondin—Andrew
The Hon. Raymond Chan

The Hon. Hedy Fry

The Hon. David Kilgour
TheHon. Jim Peterson
TheHon. Ronald J. Duhamel
The Hon. Andy Mitchell

TheHon. Gilbert Normand
TheHon. Denis Coderre

THE MINISTRY

Accordingto precedence

PrimeMinister

Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Minister of Transport
Minister of the Environment

Minister of Natural Resourcesand Minister responsiblefor the Canadian
Wheat Board

Minister of Canadian Heritage

Minister of Industry

Minister of Finance

Minister of National Defence

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Minister of Health

Solicitor General of Canada

Minister of Public Worksand Government Services

President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor Infrastructure

Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of State (Economic
Development Agency of Canadafor the Regions of Quebec)

Minister of Human Resources Devel opment

President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs

Minister for International Trade

L eader of the Government in the House of Commons
Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans

Minister of Labour

Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada
OpportunitiesAgency)

Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Devel opment

Minister for International Cooperation

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

Leader of the Government in the Senate

Secretary of State (Children and Y outh)

Secretary of State(Asia—Pacific)

Secretary of State (Multiculturalism) (Status of WWomen)

Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)

Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions)

Secretary of State (Western Economic Diversification) (Francophonie)
Secretary of State (Rural Devel opment) (Federal Economic Devel opment
Initiativefor Northern Ontario)

Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development)

Secretary of State (Amateur Sport)
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PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES

Gar Knutson
DenisParadis
Stan Dromisky
Paddy Torsney
Brent St. Denis
Mauril Bélanger
John Cannis
Roy Cullen
Robert Bertrand
John Maloney
Y von Charbonneau
Jacques Saada
CarolynParrish
Tony lanno
Beth Phinney
Bonnie Brown
Reg Alcock

Bob Speller
Derek Lee
JoeMcGuire
LawrenceO'’Brien
Judi Longfield
Bob Wood

David Iftody
EugeneBellemare

to PrimeMinister

to Minister of Foreign Affairs

to Minister of Transport

to Minister of the Environment

to Minister of Natural Resources

to Minister of Canadian Heritage

to Minister of Industry

to Minister of Finance

to Minister of National Defence

to Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada
toMinister of Health

to Solicitor General of Canada

to Minister of Public Works and Government Services
to President of the Treasury Board

to Minister of National Revenue

to Minister of Human Resources Devel opment

to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs

toMinister for International Trade

to Leader of the Government in the House of Commons
to Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

to Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans

to Minister of Labour

toMinister of VeteransAffairs

to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Devel opment
to Minister for International Cooperation
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