
AMENDING BILLS AT COMMITTEE STAGE AND 
REPORT STAGE

Role of Legislative Counsel

• Receive requests for amendments in writing. 
Instructions should include the line and page 
number of the requested change.

• Draft amendments to bills in both official 
languages according to established legislative 
drafting standards.

• Work for Members on a confidential basis, 
only sharing amendments with Legislative 
Clerks for admissibility review if authorized by 
Member.

• Legislative Counsel can be contacted at
OLCPCLegislationBLCP@parl.gc.ca.

Role of Legislative Clerks

• Provide advice to Members on the procedural 
admissibility of amendments.

• Assist in preparing material for clause-by-
clause committee meetings (agenda and 
amendment package), and for report stage 
(grouping and voting relationships).

• Provide in-meeting support to committee 
members during clause-by-clause meetings.

• Legislative Clerks can be contacted at 
lcgl@parl.gc.ca.

Role of Members of Parliament

1 Work with Legislative Counsel to draft
amendments on a confidential basis. 2

Share amendments with Legislative 
Clerk to obtain advice on their 
procedural admissibility.

3

Committee Stage
Formally submit amendments to 
Committee Clerk (via email).

Report Stage
Formally submit amendments in writing 
to the Journals’ Branch for inclusion in the 
Notice Paper.

4

Committee Stage
The package of all amendments submitted 
for clause-by-clause consideration will 
be distributed to the members of the 
committee by the Committee Clerk.

Report Stage
Amendments appear in the Order Paper 
and Notice Paper prior to the Bill’s 
consideration in the House.
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